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PREFACE. 


The frequent reference which is required to 
the Acts of Parliament passed from time to 
time relating to the East-lndia Company, and 
to the circumstances which led to such legisla- 
tive provisions, suggested the present work. Its 
extent considerably exceeds what was origi- 
nally contemplated. On some of the points, 
matter is introduced not immediately relating 
to the Company, but tending to elucidate the 
subject under which it is embraced. 

A brief account of the rise of the Company 
in England, and of the progress of the British 
povver in India, is followed by an Analysis of 
the existing Laws to the close of the session 
on the 31 st May 1826. A short statement is 
prefixed to the several heads under which those 
laws .are contained, explanatory of the cause of 
their enactment, and also of the opinions enter- 
tained by the leading political characters of the 
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day^srhen the subjects came uijder^JjscusSion 
in Parliament. 

The system by which the affairs of %idia are 
governed was framed upon mature deliberation. 
Its object was to preseiwe the constitution of 
the country, and to secure to the Company their 
rights and privileges. 

The act of 1784, whicli originated that sys- 
tem, contained the declaration, “ that to pur- 

’V 

** sue schemes of conquest and extension of 
“ dominion in India, are measures repugnant 
** to the wish, the honour, and the policy of 
** this nation.” 

The territories possessed by the Company at 
that period had been acquired principally under 
the governments of Lord Clive and Mr. Has- 
tings. The means which were necessary for the 
preservation of those acciuisitions, inevitably led 
to their extension; such extension almost im- 
mediately following the decided opinion which 
Parliament had recorded. 

The war during the administration of Lord 
Cornwallis, in 1789, withTippoo, was provoked 
by that chieftain^ s attack on Travancore. 

In 1799 and 1803, under the government of 
the Marquis Wellesley, the designs of Tippoo, 

the 
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the intrigues of the French, together with the 
hostility of the Mahrattas, necessarily involved 
the British Government in a war with those 
powers. 

During the government of the Marquis of 
Hastings, the aggressions of the Ncpaulese, 
the barbarous incursions of the Pindarries, the 
insincerity of the Maliratta powers, the disaifec- 
tion of the Paishwa, and the treachei-y of the 
Rajah of Nagpore, led to the operations which 
took place between the years 1814 and 1819. 

To the foregoing causes is to be attributed 
the extension of our Indian empire. Its go- 
vernment (under certain restrictions) is com- 
mitted to the East-India Company, who have 
been described by the most eminent and con- 
stitutional lawyers as “ a limb of the govern- 
ment of the country;” and it has been declared 
liy the same high authority, that no distinction 
can be established between offiees held under 
the Company and those held under the Govern- 
ment of the country.* 

The 

* Lui'il Kcnyt»n, when Lortl Chief Justice of the Court of 
King’s Bench, and Mr. Justice Lawrence, 24th January 


1799. 
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The development, in some measure, of the 
system under which the domestic and foreign 
affairs of the Company are administered is the 
object of the following pages. 

June 1826 . 
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BRIEF HISTORY 

or THE 

EAST- INDIA COMPANY. 


The discovery of a passage by sea to India, at the 
close of the fifteenth century, was embraced by tlie 
Portuguese, who persevered in acquiring scats of trade 
and dominion in tliat distant country', where they main- 
tained an ascendancy and engrossed almost the whole 
of the Asiatic commerce until the year 159.5, when 
the Dutch, who had revolted against the authority of 
the United Kingdom of Spain and Portugal under 
Philip the Second, followed the Portuguese to India, 
soon becoming their rivals, and subsequently the sub- 
verters of their power in the East. Attempts had been 
made about the same time by various merchants of 
London, under the sanction of Queen Elizabeth, to pro- 
secute the trade with India. Their eflbrts proving un- 
successful, a charter was granted by Her Majesty, on 
the .^Oth December iGOO, in the forty-third year of her 
reign, incoi’jtorating the London Mast-India Compan^y 
whose affairs were to be managed by a governor and 
twenty-four committees. They w'ere to enjoy the 
exclusive privilege of trading to all parts of Asia, 
Africa, and America, beyond the Capo of Good Hope, 
eastward of the Straits of Magellan. In the early 
period of the Company’s existence they encountered 

b a series 
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a series of dilliculties of no ordinary character. Abroad 
they had to contend with their powerful European 
enemy the Dutch, who opposed every obstacle to their 
establishing any settlement in the Eastern seas. Not- 
withstanding the charter granted by Elizabeth and con- 
firmed by her successor, licenses were issued to indivi- 
duals for private trade, which, at the period ol’ the 
civil wars, involved the Company in a series of losses 
and disasters. Soon after the restoration of Charles 
II., the rights conferred by charters from the crown, 
irrespective of Parliament, were called in question. 
Phis circumstance induced speculative adventurers, 
then termed interlopers, to embark in opposition to 
the Company. Notwithstanding these vicissitudes and 
discouragements, the Company formed by degrees 
factories in India, and ultimately reached such a de- 
gree of prosper ity, that various attempts were made to 
induce the Crown ami Parliament to revoke their char- 
ter, with no other object than that the petitioners them- 
selves should be erected into an exclusive Company. 
Those eflbrts were ineffectual ; but a circumstance 
arose which gave the Government an opportunity to 
determine the Company’s charter. The C’ompany 
having failed in 1C93 in the payment of a duty of 
five per cent, on their capital stock, imposed by the 
4th and 5th of William and Mary, the charter was 
rendered void. Their privileges were, however, re- 
vived by a new charter ; but they were obliged to sub- 
mit to a condition, that it should be determinable on three 
year^ notice. In KJQS, the necessities of die state, 
caused by the wars in which Great Britain was 
engaged, induced Parliament to authorize the incor- 
poration of a new society for trading to India. The 
SHh and 10th of William and Mary was accordingly 

passed. 
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passed, for borrowings f S, 000 , 0 <J 0 at eight per cent. ; 
and as an encouragement to subscribers, it was 
declared that they should be incorporated by charter 
into a General Society^ with liberty for each individual 
member to trade to India, so that the value of his 
exports should not exceed his share of the loan. 
Such subscribers as should choose were empowered 
to convert their subscriptions into a joint stock, to 
be incoq)orated by a separate charter, by the name 
of the ICngfis/i East-ltidia Compamj. The act reserved 
a power to determine both the old and new Com- 
panies after September 17 I 1 » on re-payment of the 
loan and three years’ notice. It is unnecessary to 
detail the events which occurrcH after the incorpo- 
ration of the English (’ompany in 1 () 98 , to the union 
of the London and English Company, under the award 
of Lord Godolpliin, by t!ie act of tlie Oth ot‘ Queen 
Anne in 17<)8. The charter granted by William III, 
in is the foundation of the ]>rivileges of the pre- 

sent United East-India Company. The constitution of 
the Court of Directors and of the General Court of 
Proprietors, under that charter, have been continued 
wath the modifications introdiiced by various acts of 
J*arliament, subsequently jjassed for the regulation 
of the Company’s affairs, which acts are noticed in 
the Analysis. 

The Company obtained an enlargement of their 
term in the exclusive trade in I7O8, for fifteen years, 
on advancing £ 1 , 200 , 000 , as a loan without interest, 
their nominal trading capital thus becoming £ 3 , 200 , 000 . 
In 1712 the Company considered the term then re- 
maining too short to admit of their risking the outlay 
which was requisite tb secure an advantageous return : 
an act was passed, extending their privileges to 17SS. 

b 2 In 
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III 1730 they were continued until 17h0, for which 
extension they gave to the public the sum of 
£200,000, and agreed to a reduction of the rate of 
interest to £4> per cent, on the debt of £3,200,000. 
In 1744 they obtained an addition of fourteen years 
beyond 1766, which extended their privilege of ex- 
clusive trade to 178O, and in return they lent to 
the public £1,000,000 at three per cent.; in 1750 
the Company agreed to a further reduction of 
the rate of interest on the £3,200,000 to three per 
cent. Thus arose the £4,200,000 East-India annui- 
ties, which carried an annual interest of £126,000, and 
which were transferred to the Bank in 1793, leaving a 
debt of £1,207,559 due to the Company . — (Fide An- 
nuities, p. 17.) 

In 1781 a further agreement was made, by which the 
21 Geo. 3, trade was continued to the Company until 1794. By 
*^59’’ the Act of 1793 the trade was continued until 1813, 
when the 53d Geo. III. c. 155 was passed, opening the 
trade with India to the public ; at the same time re- 
serving the trade with China and in Tea exclusively to 
the Company. (Vide Trade.) 

The exclusive trade which the Company formerly 
enjoyed with India having been noticed, the pos- 
sessions of the territorial acquisitions will be adverted 
to. When intelligence was received by the Court 
of the grant of the Dewanny in 176.^> the attempts 
which were made by the proprietors to obtain an 
increase of dividend attracted tlie notice of Parlia- 
ment, and from the year I7C7 the aftairs of the Com- 
pany have been more or less the subject of Parlia- 
mentary discussion and legislative provision. Amongst 
the points in dispute was the rif^t contended for on 
the part of the East-India Company to the territorial 

acqui.sitions 
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acquisitions in India. This was met hy a decla- 
ration that all conquests made by subjects neces- 
sarily belong to the Crown: subsequently to which 
a clause has been inserted in every Act passed for 
continuing in the Company the territorial possession, 
reserving the right and authority of the Crown 
without prejudice to any of the rights, franchises, 
and immunities of the Company. The question in- 
volves points of the utmost moment to the Company’s 
interests ; and without in the least trenching upon the 
undoubted Prerogative Rights, whenever the period 
shall arrive at which the matter may come under dis- 
cussion, the rights of the Company will be found to 
rest upon numerous privileges and immunities, and to 
extend to property and possessions of great value and 
importance. It has already been remarked that the 
constitution of the Company, as laid down by the 
charter of King William, existed unchanged till the 
Regulating Act of 1773, which introduced important 
alterations as to the mode of electing the l^irec- 
tors, the qualification of the proprietors, and the sys- 
tem under which the Company should conduct the 
administration of their afiairs abroad. Fort William in 
Bengal being declared the seat of Government, under 
a Governor-General in Council. In 1783 Mr. Fox’s 
memorable India bill was brought forward and rejected, 
and the bill proposed by Mr. Pitt, after a series of in- 
teresting but extraordinary debates and occurrences, 
was passed into an Act in 1784', under which the Board 
of Commissioners for the Af£iirs of India were first es- 
tablished. The bill brought forward by Mr. Fox 
transferred the entire government of the Company’s 
affairs to the new Board, together with the whole of 
the patronage : that submitted by Mr. Pitt had merely 

b 3 control 
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control for its- object, and even that Control was referred 
to the discretion of the Crown.* Further provisions 
wCre- introduced by the Acts of 179^ which 

are noticed in the Analysis under the several heads 
to which the subjects relate. The provisions as 
laid down in tlie Acts of 177^ 1784< have been 

virtually maintained : the patronag’e being vested in 
the East-India Company, and all the measures ori- 
ginating with the Court of Directors, subject to revision 
and control by the Board of Commissioners for the 
affairs of India. 

The discussions which took place on the introduc- 
tion of those bills are adverted to under “ Board of 
“ Commissioners.” 

Tlie distance of India, the nature of its Govern- 
ments, and the peculiarity of its inhabitants, appear 
to demand the vigilance and control of a distinct and 
separate body, responsible to the public for their con- 
duct, directed and controlled by legislative provisions, 
and subject on all political matters to the super- 
intendance of the constitutional executive ])owcr of 
the country. 

The existing system has been significantly termetl 
“ a system of checks.” It is certain that to none of 
the affairs of the country has more publicity been 
given, than to those relating to the East-India Com- 
pany, and to the measures connected with the govern- 
ment of the extensive empire committed to their 
charge. 

An objection to the Court of Directors being en- 
trusted with the administration of the Government of 
India has been urged, on the ground of their being 

* Directors 

* The detail will be found under Board of Commissioners, p. 60 . 
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Directors of a Commercial. Company, i. Had not tl^e 
afikirs of India been confided to a bqdy constituted 
as the £ast-India Company is, possessing the joint 
character of sovereigns and merchants, the British 
possessions in thac quarter of tlie globe might have 
long ceased to occasion discussion as to the best mode 
of administering them ; as notliing short of tiic funds 
drawn fi'om the commercial branch of their afhiirs 
could have enabled the Court of Directors to meet 
the demands consequent upon political measures 
which have been deemed essential to the preservation 
of our interests in India. 

A decided testimony to the beneficial result of the 
Company’s government, as affecting the liappiness and 
W'elfare of the natives, is recorded in the following 
terms, in the Fifth Report of the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons, printed in July 1812 ; 
which committee had been engaged in a laborious and 
minute investigation into every branch of the Com- 
pany’s affairs : — 

“ Your committee having in their former I’cports 
“ adverted to the extensive establishments for the 
** internal administration of India as bearing with 
“ considerable weight upon the revenue, and having 
“ in a great degree contributed to affect the expec- 
“ tations formed of au abundant surplus, have felt it 
“ a part of their duty to offer some account of the 
“ nature and history of those establishments, and of 
“ the circumstances under which they have been 
“ augmented to their present scale, trusting that such 
“ an account will be acceptable to the House, not 
“ only as shewing the importance and utility of the 
“ estabUshments themselves to the welfare and order 
“ of the country, but as evincing tire unremitting 

b t “ anxiety 
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“ anxiety , has influeoced the efforts of those to 
“ .whom the government of our Indian- possessions 
** has been consigned to establish a system of adminis- 
“ tration best calculated to promote the confidence 
** and conciliate the feelings of the native inhabitants, 
** not less by a respect for their own institutions, than 
“ by the endeavour gradually to engraft upon them 
“ such improvements as might shield, under the safe- 
“ guard of equal law, every class of people from the 
** oppressions of power, and communicate to them that 
“ sense of protection and assurance of justice, which 
“ is the efficient spring of all public prosperity and 
“ happiness. 

“ Although the view given in the foregoing part of 
** this report may shew that certain imperfections arc 
“ found in the system of internal government in the 
“ Bengal provinces, yet it can, in the opinion of your 
** committee, admit of* no question, whether the do- 
“ minion exercised by the East-India Company has 
“ on the whole been beneficial to the natives. If 
“ such a question were proposed, your committee 
“ must decidedly answer it in the affirmative. The 
** strength of the government of British India, directed 
“ as it has been, has had the effect of securing its 
“ subjects as well from foreign depredation as from 
** internal commotion. This is an advantage rarely 
“ experienced, by the subjects of Asiatic states ; and 
“ combined with a domestic administration more just 

in its principles, and exercised with far greater 
“ integrity and ability tlian the native one that pre- 
“ ceded it,^ may sufficiently account for the improvc- 
“ ments that have taken place; and which, in the 
“ Bengal provinces, where peace Jias been enjoyed for 
“ a period of time, perhaps hardly paralleled in 

“ oriental 
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“ oriental history, have manifested themselves in the 
“ ameliorated condition of the gr^t mass of the popu> 
** lation ; although certain classes may have been 
“ depressed by the indispensable policy of a foreign 
** government. The nature and circumstances of our 
“ situation prescribe narrow limits to the prospects of 
“ the natives in the political and military branches of 
“ the public service : • strictly speaking, however, they 
” were foreigners who generally enjoyed the great 
“ offices in those departments, even under the Mogul 
** government ; but to agriculture and commerce every 

encouragemcment is afforded under a system of 
“ laws, the prominent object of which is to protect 
“ the weak from oppression, and to secure to every 
“ individual the fruits of his industry. 

** The country, as may be expected, has, under 
“ these circumstances, exhibited in every part of it 
**' improvements on a general view, advancing with 
“ accelerated progress in latter times.” 

Local experience in the various branches of the Com- 
pany's service abroad, and an intimate acquaintance 
witli their concerns at home, are to be found in the 
collective body of the Court of Directors ; but there 
is no one branch of which a Director ought not to 
possess a knowledge, whilst the members tilling tlie 
arduous and hnportant stations of Chairman and De- 
puty Chairman of tlie £ast»India Company, must neces- 
sarily be familiar with the system in all its details. 

Experience in the direction can alone give this know- 
ledge : hence an objection which has been made to the 
mode adcq)ted in appointing the members of the several 
committees by seniority, will lose much of its apparent 
weight. A servant •who had been chief judge of the 
Nizamut or Sudder Dewamiy Adawlut may know 

little 
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little of the military, shipping, revenue, commercial, 
or financial concerns of the Company: if placed 
immediately on his election as a Director in the 
Committee of Correspondence, it would not be his 
duty as a member of such committee, to look into 
the principle upon which freights are settled, con- 
tracts agreed to, military indents prepared, and a 
thousand other points, a knowledge of which is ne- 
vertheless essential to a full comprehension of the 
complicated concerns of the Company. The same 
observations apply with equal force to the case of a 
military servant, whose career may have been highly 
brilliant and distinguished in India, but who, it may 
naturally be supposed, . would feel little inclination to 
attend to commercial questions, or interfere in settling 
a disputed point of freight or war contingencies. The 
appointment, therefore, of a newly elected Director 
to the junior committee, from whatever sphere he 
may be chosen, imposes upon the j>arty the neces- 
sity of making himself acquainted with the several 
subjects to which he would otherwise remain com- 
paratively a stranger. It is always to be remembered, 
that every Director has an opportunity, when any 
matter submitted by a committee of which he is not 
a member comes before the court, to offer his opinion 
and advice, and to record his dissent from the 
decision of the majority of the court thereon, if he 
shall deem such a proceeding necessary.* 

The chairs have been filled by members chosen 
from the various branches of the Company’s service, 
and by gentlemen of high character and talent, se- 
lected from the body of British merchants at home. 

• It 

* Vide Court of Directors, p. 195 ; Committees, p. 182. 
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It may only be necessary to mention tlie names of 
Sir Stephen Lushington, Sir Francis Baring, Sir Hugh 
Inglis; Mr. Scott, Mr. Elphinstone, Mr. Grant, and 
Sir Thomas Reid (no longer members of the Court), 
to shew that the existing system is calculated to 
secure in the chair talents and qualifications of no 
ordinary stamp and character. 

When the act of 1813 was passed, it became neces- 
sary to consider whether any alterations in the 
by-laws were called for. The Committee of By-laws 
met, and after a full examination they stated, that 
“ they could not conclude their report without expres- 
“ sing the gratification they felt on observing the clear 
“ and comprehensive system upon wdiich the extensive 
** afKiirs of the Company had been conducted, and 
“ which appeared to the committee to reflect much 
“ honour on the Court of Directors and the different 
“ officers employed under them.” 



OF THE 


RISE AND PROGRESS 

OF 

THE BRITISH POWER IN INDYA. 


Brief as the foregoing sketch necessarily is of 
the rise and progress of the East-India Company 
in England, the attempt to give a mere outline 
of the origin and course of the British ]>ower in 
India must, it is feared, prove still less satisfactory. 
Nevertheless it may, in some measure, supply the 
means of reference to the valuable and interesting his- 
tories which have been given to the public upon the 
afiairs of India generally. 

It has been justly remarked by a distinguished 
military servant of the Company,* in the Introduction 
to his work on the Political State of India, “ that a small 
*♦ island in the Atlantic should have conipiered and held 
** the vast continent of India as a subject province, is 
in itself a fact which can never be stated without 
“ exciting astonishment. But the surprise will be 
increased when it is added, that this great conquest 
“ was made, not by the collective force of the nation, 
** but by a Company of Merchants vested with a 
“ charter of exclusive commerce, and with the privi- 

Icge 

* Major-general Sir John Malcolm, G.C.B, and K.L.S. 
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“ lege and right to protect tiieir property and to re- 
“ taliate attack.” 

In the year I 6 l 6 the Company on the continent of 
India were confined to Surat and Amadavad in the Bengal. 
Mogul’s dominions ; to Calicut, wi tiie Malabar coast, 
and to Masuli})atam, on the Coromandel coast. 

At the conclusion of the seventeenth century the 
English in Bengal were settled at Calcutta, the French 
at Chandemagore, and the Dutch at Chinsurah, all 
situated on the river Hooghly. 

The Rajahs of the country surrounding those settle- 
ments having revolted against the Mogul government 
and plundered several towns belonging to the Nabob of 
Bengal, the three European nations, for their own 
defence, immediately fortified their settlements. Au- 
rungzebe, then Mogul, sent one of his grandsons to 
suppress the rebellion and superintend the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa ; through whom the Eng- 
lish obtained permission, in 1698 , topurcliase from the 
Indian j>roprietors the villages of Soota Nutty, Cal- 
cutta, and (loviudporc, on which ground the city of 
Calcutta now stands. 

In 1715 tlie factory of Calcutta, hitherto subordinate 1715. 
to Madras, was declared an independent presidency. 

The English w'ere soon involved in controversies with 
JafKr Khan, the nabob of Bengal, who, jealous of 
their prosperity, moved from Dacca to Muxadavad, 
on the Hooghly, that he might be at hand to control 
the Company’s servants. He committed every sort 
of extortion. The Company made a representation 
to the Emperor Ferokshere, which was favourably 
received ; and various privileges, as to trade and 
other points, were conferred upon them by the 
Mogul. 


With 
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1746^1755. With the eixception of the Company’s commercial 
concerns, few matters of moment occurred until the 
year 1746, when hostilities commenced between the 
French and English forces. The former having 
fitted out an expedition at Pondicherry (where they 
established themselves in 1692), besieged and took 
Madras. Madras. It was restored to the English by the treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1749. nie French under l)u- 
pleix were shortly afterwards involved in contentions 
with two. rival native chiefs, who respectively claimed 
the nabob.sliip of the Carnatic. The English sup- 
ported Mahomed Ali. It was during the above- 
mentioned operations that Cajitain (’live (afierwards 
Lord Clive) first di.splayed those extraordinary talents 
which laid the tbundation of the extensive empire 
we have acquired in the East, and obtained for 
him the honours which he so justly merited for his 
valuable services to his country. Mahomed AH 


IMsIabar 

Coast. 


was declared nabob of the (’arnatic, under the pro- 
visional treaty signed at Pondicherry on the 2.Sd 
December 1754. 

In 1755 the pirate forces of Angria, which had 
overpowered many merchant vessels, received a severe 


check by a fleet under Commodore .James, the com- 
mander of the Company’s sliijis of war in India. The 
presidency of Bombay was, at the same time, encou- 
raged by the success of Commodore .James to follow 
It up by attempting a decisive blow at Cheria the 
Fincipal station of the pirates. Accordingly in 
February 17.56 a considerable fleet of his Maiestv*s 
ships, accompanied by the Comnuxlore with the 
ompany’s ^ips, the troops on hoard being com- 
manded by Colonel Clive (whd had only lately re- 
tomed from England), stood into the river, burnt the 


whole 
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whole of the enemy’s fleet, and compelled the garrison i756.r. 
to surrender. 

Shortly alter these occurrences on the Malabar coast, 
intelligence was received at Madras of the hostility 
manifested towards the English ia Ilengal by Seraje-ud- Bengal. 
Duwlah, and of the inhuman incarceration of one hun- 
dred and forty-six Europeans in the Black-hole atC'alciit- 
Ui. Succours were dc.spatched to Bengal uinler Admirals 
Watson ami I’ocock, and ('oloncl Clive, then at Madras. 

'fhe expedition proceeded to Hooghly, which place 
they captured, destroying the resources of the enemy. 

'fhe forces under Colonel Clive having disembarked en- 
camped near Calcutta, and awaited the approach of the 
Nabob, with whom a partial action took place, in which 
the Nabob was deleated. Intelligence of W’ar between 
France and England having reached Calcutta, it was 
judged expcilient to enter into negociations with tlie 
Nabob, in order to prevent his joining the French, then 
at Chandernagore. A treaty was eflected ; but tlie 
insincerity of the Nabob, as well as the intrigues 
of the French, were soon apparent. C'olonel Chve, 
with that decision wliich he invariably manifested, at 
once, resolved on war, and determined to attack 
their united force.s. A conspiracy which had been 
entered into against the Nabob, at the head of 
which was one of his principal officers, favoured 
the operations. At the battle of Plassey, which 
decided the interests of the English in Bengal, the 
Nabob w'as totally defeated, his troops dispersed, and 
himself made prisoner and subsequently put to death 
by some natives, who had suflered under his vindictive 
and cruel conduct. Meer Jaffir was raised to the 
musnud, the territories of the Fhiglish w'ere en- 
larged, indemnifleation to a considerable amount was 

granted 
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granted to them for tlieir sufferings at Calcutta, and a 
sum of money was presented by the Nabob as a 
gratuity to the sea forces and troops. 

1759-1700. On tlie coast of Coromandel, the siege ol‘ Fort JSt. 

Madras Frcnch was raised in February 1759 by 

and the force under Major Breretou, and Masulipatam was 

Carnatic. " . _ 

taken by Major Forde ; but the attempt against the 
French settlement of Pondicherry was unsuccessful, 
and M. Lally laid .siege to Trichinopoly. His pro- 
gress was, however, checked by the operations of 
Colonel Cootc, who invested and took Wandewash. 
M. Lally, alive to the importance of Wandewash, made 
every effort to recover it. A long anti obstinate en- 
gagement took place, in which the French were com- 
pletely defeated. General Bus.sy and many other oih- 
cers being made prisoners by Colonel Coote, who 
followed up his victory by the captures of Chittapiif 
anti Arcot. 

During tliese operations on shore. Admiral Pocock 
defeated tlie fleet of M. D’Ache, although greatly 
superior in ships and guns. The engagement was ex- 
tremely severe, eight of the English ships having at. 
one period withstood the fire of the whole of the French 
fleet, consisting of sixteen ships. The ai rival of Admi- 
ral Cornish, who joined Admiral Pocock, gave the Eng- 
lish so decided a superiority, that the French ultimately 
withdrew from the Indian seas. 

In ^November 176 O the operations against Pondi- 
cherry were carried on by Colonel Coote, anti the 
blockade by sea under Admiral Stevens. The siege 
was continued, under a variety of adverse circum- 
stances, for a period of eight month-s, during which 

the garrison suffered the utmo.st extremity of 
distress. ^ 
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III January 17^>1 tlio city was f^ivtui tip at discretion i7fa-i7h7 
to our arms, the oiieniy having refused to capitulate. 

Tliii.s, through the valour and jiidgnient of Colonel 
Coote, the British became the masters of the coast of 
('oromandel, and the French were dri\en out of tin* 
Carnatic. Arrangmmits were maile with the Nal>ob, 
and treaties concluded as to the grant of territory to 
the (.’ompanv, which were coiitirmed by the Mogul. 

In 17 b.'> the Northern Circars were granted to the 
(Company by a tinnauii from the Mogul, on tlu* l‘ith 
Augu.st. 

The events which look place in Bengal, tiom the . 

departure of Colonel ('li\a‘ for Kiiroju- in l7bD, to 
his return tlien'lo as l.ord Clivi*, in the station of 
governor and connnander-in-i-iiiefi in including 

the grant ol‘ the Di'wanny. are brieHy noticed under 
the head “ (io\ crnnicnts in Imiia,” p. .hi.f 

In 17^7. Il\dcr Ali, one of tiu- most formidable i 
cneniies that the Knglish had to contend with in India, 
and whose possessions embraced a considiTablc part of 
the Malabar coast, jealous ot'thc rising power of the 
Company, induci’d tlii- Nizam to renounce his .alli- 
ance with the Company aiul to join in a war against 
them. A tiirce was sent against the allied troops of 
Uyder ami the Nizam, under Colonel Smith, who 
brought them to an engagement in September near 
Trinomalh'c, and completely elefeated them, taking 
seventy pieces of cannon. The Nizam concluded a 
treaty with the Company, but the war was continued 
against Hyder. 

In tlu' course of the operations some ships were 
fitted out from Bombay to attack Mangalore, one of 
Hyder’s principal sea|)orts; the cntcrjiri/e succci'ded. 


nine 
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Carnatic. 


Otidc. 


Madras. 


nine vessels beinij brouo;ht awuy. ('ulonel Sinilli, who 
had been rocalk'il by orders iroin the Presidency, 
was again placed at the head of tlic English forces, 
and checked the progress of Hydcr, who had recovered 
most of his cotiqiiered districts. Hyder, however, 
availed himself of an opportunity to j)usli a large 
body of horse between the Puglish forces and the 
Carnatic, which country lie entered and coinmiUed 
dreadful ravages, approaching within a f*ew miles ot 
Madras, and obliging the Coinjiany’s troops to retreat- 
The Presidency entered into a ncgociation with liini, 
demanding a truce of* liltv davs : this he refnseil, but 
consented to seven, when a treaty, ollensive and tleh'ii- 
siv'e, was ai»Teed to in April l/lii). i'iie prisoners on 
both sides were released, the conquests iniitnally re- 
stored, and a free trade allowed both in the ('arnalie 
and in the dominions of' Hyder. 

During these proceedings, the attention of’ the Hen- 
gal council was attracted by Sujah Dowlali, the \ i/iei 
of Oude, who had increased his forces so as to I’orni 
a considerable army. A treaty was effected, by which 
he engaged never to increase it heyontl a certain stipu- 
lated number. 

The affairs under the Madras Presidency had been so 
wretchedly conducted, and such ilisseiisions had arisen 
in the council, that the (aiiirt defermini'd to apjioint 
three persons, well acquainted with Indian affairs, in 
the character of supervisors, to proceed to Iiulia, for 
the purpose of correcting the afiuses and establish- 
ing such regulations as might appear to ho neces- 
sary.* 

In 1772 committees of the House of Commons were 
appointed to investigate flic ("onfpany’s affairs, and in 

177 -^ 
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177'^ the llegiilatin^ Act, was passed, first nominating 
a governor-general and council, &c. 

The proceedings of the Madras Ciovernment, in con- Madias, 
cert with the Nabob of Arcot, against the Rajah of 
'I'anjore, led to the appointment of Lord Pigot from 
home as governor. He reached Port St. (ieorge the 
latter end of 177 '^ i**>d succeeded in restoring the ktj-itts 
R ajah of 'I'anjore to tlie jiossession of' liis ancient 
dominions. 'I'he measures connected with the affairs 
of that kingdom involved his Lordship in opposition 
with his council. He carried the suspension of two of 
the members by his casting vote, and jmt Sir Roliert 
Pletcher, tlie commander of' the forces, under ar- 
rest. A plot was I'ormetl by the excluded members 
fill* securing the jierson of' the president. Colonel 
Stuart, who succeeded to the command of the fbrct's 
on the occasion of' Sir Robert Pletcher being ])laced 
under arrest, though a t'riend of the governor, en- 
tereil into the views of the sus]»ended counsellors. His 
Lordship having been persuaded by ('olonel Stuart, 
on the ‘Jfth .August 177*'. to proceed to a villa a 
short distance from Madras, approjiriated fiir the use 
of the goviM'uors, and accompanied by the colonel, was 
surrouiuleil bv a jiarty of .sepoys on the way, and car- 
ried as a prisoner to the Mount. 'I'he proceedings, 
though supported by the Bengal (lovermnent and by 
many of the Directors, was strongly condemned by the 
majoritv, and the Projnietors resolved that his Lord- 
shi}) shouhl be reinstated. Before the orders of the 
(’ourt reached India, his Lordship had sunk under a 
debilitated constitution and the eflecls of' the violent 
measures in which he was involved. The proceetling be- 
came subsequently a matter of tliscnssion in Parliament.* 

c ‘2 In 
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In 177^ Pondicherry wtis again captured, and 
all the French settlements in the Fast reduced, in- 
ducing a well-founded belief that general traiupiillity, 
and a maintenance of the Company’s suj)Ci'iority, 
would be secured. Events, liowever, little contem- 
plated, arose, which involveil tlieC'ompany in hostilities, 
and placed their possessions in the peninsula in a very 
doubtful and hazardous position. 

At that period the Mahrattas and Hyder Ali were 
the only two nathe jmwers which could alford any 
ground of alarm, ’fhe Mahrattas had sustaineil a long 
war against Aureugzebe, and on the decline of the 
Great Mogul they became one of the most j)ower(ul 
bodies in India. 'I'he paramount authority was 
acknowledged to rest in the Kam Rajah, the immediate 
descendant of Sevaje, the founder of" the Mahratta 
em[)ire.* 

The wars between Hyder Ali and the Mahrattas 
— in which the English (notwithstanding their treaty 
of 17 bt) and the repeated applications I’rom Hyder) 
avoided taking a part — reduced Hy tier apparently to 
inevitable ruiiJ. His fortune, however, triumplied over 
his danger, and in l/z'i he obtained a tolerable peace, 
without a friend or ally. The coolness ot' the Madras 
Government during those ])roceedings alienatetl 1 lyder ; 
whilst the measures of the j)residency of Rombay, in 
supporting the interests of Ragonant Rao ((tommonly 
called Ragobah), who had murdered his ne|)hew with 
the view of succeeding as Paishwa, involved the Com- 
pany in a war with the Mahrattas. 'I'he operations 
being immediately on the coast, the aid of the ship- 
ping materially tended to support the Company’s 
troops. Baroach was besieged anil fell ; and ihe island 

of 
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of Sillsette was captured, on vvliicii occasion the lioin- it 
bay i»a|^c is stated to have highly distinguished itself. 

The whole of tJie jiroceedings were condemned 
by a majority of the Sujn’eine Council in Bengal, 
under the authorities vested in them by the act of 
I77'h Instructions were sent, through Colonel Upton, 
from Bengal, to negociate a peace : the treaty of 
Boonah was concluded and ratified in March J77b, 
by which the i.sland of Salsette, with Baroach and the 
islands of Caranja, (binary, Klephanta, and Hog Island 
adjacent to Bombay, were ceded in perpetnitx to the 
(’ompany. 'The death ofColoni'l Monson in 177*', !>'id 
(Jeneral ('la\ering in I777i of tlie members ol'tlte 
Supreme Council who liad been instrumental in etlect- 
ingthe peace between the Bombay (lovernment and the 
Malnattas, left the majority of the council at Calcutta 
and the (iovernment of Bombay agreed as to thecour.se 
to be ailojitcd; a ti esh war was accordingly commenced 
against the Malnattas. 'I'lie measure was strongly su])- 
ported by the Bengal (iovernment, who resolved to 
send a military force by land to Bombay, in aid of the 
policy which it had been determined to adopt, viz. to 
etfect a treaty with the Bajah of Berar, in order that 
he might enforce his claims to the throne of the Ram 
liajah, and by establishing himself in the Mahratta 
emjiire, ellectually support his claims on the Nizam. 

In Kovember 177S the Bombay (jovernment sent 
forwaril Captain Stuart with a small detachment to 
take possession of the Boru Cihaut, a ])ass through the 
mountains of much importance, opening the way to 
Boonah, which city was within fifty miles of the pass. 
The object was elfected, and the pass fortified. 

The Bombay army% under Colonel Egerton, having 
joined Captain Stuart on the 1st January 177Ih they 

c .'f inarched 
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nva-irru. marched Iroin Coiulal, a village immediately beyond 
the pass. On the route they were harassed l)y 
the enemy, and when witliin twenty miles of 
Poonah so severely attacked as to be obliged to 
retreat, and ultimately constrained to enter into a 
treaty at Wurgaon with the Mahrattas in 
which treaty liagonaut Rao was to be given uj), and 
Salsette and the other conquered countries rcstorcil to 
the Mahrattas. Messrs. Farmer and Stuart, who had 
been deputed to frame the terms, were to remain as 
hostages until the treaty was cotitirmed by the Bonibay 
Government. The Government refused to ratify it : 
and in this refusal they were supported by tlie Su- 
preme (jovernment. 

Moodajee Bhoosla, the Rajah of Berar, although 
aw’are of the object enteitained by the Supreme Go- 
vernment of supporting his pretensions to the throne 
of the Ram Rajah, used every exertion to produce 
a friendly understanding between the courts of Poonah 
and Calcutta, and cftected the ilismissal of some French 
officers of note from the former city. At the same time 
he expostulated with the Governor-general against the 
expedition of Colonel Goddard, who had been deputed 
Avith a considerable flirce to Bombay, and |>ointed out 
the danger to which the detachment would nccessarilv 
be exposed in passing through the Mahratta states. 
His representation was disregarded. Colonel Goddard 
was sent forw'ard, and though made accpjaintetl on 
his route with the treaty of Wurgaon, by the pro- 
visions of which he was to return to Calcutta, he pro- 
ceeded on his march, and reached Surat in Fe- 
bruary 1779, with full powers to treat with the Mah- 
rattas ^ but with a strict injuncUon against admitting 
the French, or giving up any of the cronquests or acces- 
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sions. Coioncl Goddard had been advanced to the rank 
ot‘ Hrigadier-( icneral. Ikdbre enterin'^ upon his mission, 
Rapfonant Rao liad fled from the custody of Madajee 
Scindiah to Goddard’s camp at Surat. Tlic protection 
aflbrded him was approved in Bengal: but the effects at 
one period tended to shake the very existence of the 
Knglisli ill India. A confederacy was formed, consisting 
oft he Nizam, ll^der Ali, the Mahrattas, andtheBajah 
of Berar. The Nizam and Ilyder were to attack the 
Carnatic and Northern Cirears; the Mahrattas, Surat 
and (iuzerat; and Mootlajee Bhooslah, Bengal; wliilst 
some other chiels on tlie western side of India were 
to attack Glide, Allahabad, and other jmninces. 

A treaty had been concluded with Fntty SingGuico- 
war, by which he ceded to the Company apoiiion ofGu- 
zerat, and engaged to supjily horse ; in return for 

which he was to have Ahniedabad and other possessions, 
from w hich tiu! Government of Poonah w as to be entirely 
excluded, (icneral (ioddard besieged and took Ah- 
imnlabad, the cajiital of (iuzerat, in February I7SO. 

( )vertiiri's were, about the same time, made by Scin- 
iliah, throiigii Messrs, Farmer and Stuart, the hostages 
who had been released from the Mahratta camp, to 
treat w-ith the Knglisli. 'I'he aggrandizement of Seun- 
diah and the possession of Ragonaiit ajipearing to be 
the objects, the overtures were re*jected, and on the 
.'Id April the Mahratta ibree was coinjiletely defeated 
by (ieneral (ioddard. Subseipient afliiirs took place 
with various Knglish detachments in which the Mah- 
rattas were repulsed and ilispersed. The English 
army went into ipiarters for the rainy season. 

On the side of the Carnatic much jealousy had been i;so. 
created in the minds*of the Nizam ami Hyder, on ac- Camatif. 
count of the treaty with Bazalet .lung, by Avhich the 

(• j Gnntoor 
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Guntoor C’ircar was ceded to the Company at a c.ei- 
taiii rent. Manii’estations of hostility on llie ikart ol 
Hyder were apparent. The Nabob ef Arcol was inta'I 
and indifferent in preparing a force to co-o{>erate with 
the Company in the defence of the Carnatic, 'fhe 
Madras army consisted of tliii'ty thousand effective 
men, but it was broken and ilispcrsed in various de- 
tached services ; some were sent to Major-General 
Goddard, others to tlie garrisons on the Malabar coast, 
and a valuable detachment was in the (luntoor Circar, 
under Colonel Uaillie. Hyder had tor some months 
been assembling a large army on the frontiers. Alive 
to the indisposition manifested by the English to assist 
him against the Mahrattas under the treat} of l/tiy, he 
determined to resent (heir conduct.* Aware of the dis- 
sensions in the Council of Madras, he commenced 
operations in the month of July IT'"^*), and burst like a 
torrent into the (Airnatic, accompanied by the Erench 
officers and troops whom he hail obtained t'rom the 
Nizam. I'error and consternation prevailed at the 
Fresidency. fhe danger became immediate. Sii 
Hector Munro proeeeiled to take the command of the 
army at the Mount, and an express was sent to('olonel 
Baiilie in the Guntoor Circar to march towards the 
Fresidency, at the same time directing him to take 
such a course as might afford him an opport unitv of 
cutting off' some of the enemy’s convoys. 

Conjeveram was ultimately fixed upon as the spot 
of rendezvous; thither Sir Hector Munro, with the 
army, amounting altogether only to (},()( )0 troops, 
marched from the Mount. 


Hyder, who was before Arcot, raised the siege, and 
managed to throw his army across the course which he 

suppo.sed 
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fiiip|)ost*d (’olonel Bailiie would take to join the main 
body : atid, by other moveiiH.'nts evincinff great dex- 
terity, he indiieeil Sir Hector Miinro to alter his j)o- 
sitioii, whilst at the same time he determined to make 
a decideil attack on C-oloiiel Baillie’s detachment ; t()r 
which purpose Tippoo Sail), Hyder’s son, was sent with 
a large force, consisting of (),tM)() infantry, 1S,(K)0 
cavalry, and twelve jiieces of cannon. A severe con- 
flict took place at I\'erambaucum, and 'fipjjoo was 
completely repulsed. In consec|uence of a communica- 
tion from ('olonel Bailiie after he had defeated 'fippoo 
a force iiiuler (’olonel Fletcher was sent to his relief. 
Its progress, though conducted in tin* night and with 
great secrecy, was attempted to he intercepted by 
Ilyder, who had exact information, through s])ies, of 
what was passing; Init (’oloiK'l Fh'tcher changetl his 
route, and etfectc'd a junction with Colonel Bailiie: 
this point, coupled with the det’eat of 'fijipoo, spread 
dismay througli the Myson' army. After much discus- 
sion, and in opposition to .M. Lally, Ilyder planned an 
ambuscade througli the route Colonel Bailiie was to 
pass, enfilading the road with batteries of cannon. 
'I'lie fatal result is too well known to need recapitula- 
tion. I'he commander and men evinced heroic courage, 
siistainint** tlio ronti'st. against an o\ crwlu'lining force, 
until llu'v were literally borne clown and trampled upon 
by the horse and elephants. Colonel Bailiie himself, 
heinj;' severc'ly wounded, and two hundred Europeans, 
were made })ri.soners.'" Sir Hector Munro retreated to 

Chinglepot 

* 'I’hc F[on. Capt. I.iiuisay of Ills !Majesty's .siTvicc, the brother of 
the prersent Deputy C'lminiian of tlic Kust-lndia Company, fell in the 
enga^eineiit. Sir David li^iird, together with Iaent.-(icn. Howler of 
the .Madras lh'<tal)liNhnu‘n!, Capt. Melvill, late la’eutenant (iovernorof 
rVtuleniiis ('astir and father of J. C. Melvill, Ksq. .Vu(litt»r of Indian 
Are<Miiits, Wi ll' aniong.si the prisoneis eonfliu'ii at Scringapatain. 
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Chingleput. i'he Guntoor Circar was rcslorotl to Baza- 
let Jung. The siege oi* Arcot was reneweil by Ilyder, 
aiul capitulated to that cliief on the .Sd November 17 ^ 0 . 
The Bengal Government despatched reintorceinents 
and provisions to Madi'as, and sent down Sir Byre 
Coote as commander of all the forees ; who, notwith- 
standing tlie ill state of his health, inunetlialely met 
the wishes of the (Tovernment, and reached Fort St. 
George on the .Cith November. 

Mr. Whitehill, the president of Fori St. George, 
was removed under orders from Bengal. 'Fhe con- 
duct of Sir Eyre (.'oote in tiie measures which he 
adopted, fully justified the nnlimiled confidence which 
was reposed in his skill and judgment. Few generals 
have had a more arduous task committed to them. 
'Fhe fate of Madras, of the British interests in the ('ar- 
natic, and indeed in all India, rested upon the ap])lica- 
tion of the c'omparatively trifling means (only 7dfG() 
troops) possessed by the general, of’ wiiom 
were Euro])eans, o})])osetl to an army of the enemy 
amounting to ui)warils one hnndreil thousand men. 
It was determined to attempt the relief of A'ellorc, 
Wandewash, Permacoil, and Chingleput, which were 
besieged. Sir Eyre Coote marched on the 17th .Ja- 
nuary, at the head of the army, from the Mount to 
Wandewash. Hyder, on learning his ap])roacli, raised 
the siege of Wandewash and abandoned the others in 
the same manner. 

The siege ofTrichinopoly l)eing meditated by Ilyder, 
Sir Eyre Coote inarched to Porto Novo, the wants of 
the army being supplied with stores from the fleet 
under Sir lidward Hughes, who had already rendered 
great service by destroying Ilyiker’s shipping on the 
« oast of Malabar. On the 1st July I78I the battle of 
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Porto Novo was fought; the force of II ycler consisting of 
nearly 1.50,000 men, that of the English scarcely 10,000. 
'file jiosition chosen by Sir Eyre Coote was most judi- 
cious ; lie was ably supported by ( Jenerals Stuart and Sir 
Hector Munro. The enemy were totally defeated, and 
Tippoo Sail), then before Wandewasli, was obliged to 
raise the siege. Ilyder withdrew to Arcot. Reinforce- 
ments reached Sir EyreC'oote from Hengal, with which 
he immediately attacked and carried Tripassore on the 
‘2.‘ld August. Ilyder fell back on the epot where lie 
had defeated C’olonel llaillie, aiul was followed up by 
the I'higlish army. A severe and liardly-contestcd bat- 
tle took j)lace on the ‘.J/'tli, lasting from nine in the morn- 
ing until sunset, ill which he was completely defeated ; 
but the loss of the I'higlish army was great. General 
Stuart lost a leg by a cannon-shot ; C\)]onel Brown was 
killed by the same means; and C'aptain Ilislop, one of 
the general’s aiile-de-camjis, was killed close to his side. 

On the ‘.17th September Ilyder was defeated again by 
Sir Eyre C’oote, near Sholingur, on the progress of the 
army to Vellore. 

On the Pith November Negapatam was taken by 
the joint forces under Sir Edward Hughes and Sir 
Hector Munro, causing Hvder to evacuate all the 
strong posts in the country of 'ranjore. 

'riie war in the Carnatic had involved the Com- 
pany’s finances in great embarrassment, the supplies 
remitted from Bengal having nearly drained the 
treasury. The intelligence of the war with France in 
177s, induced the Governor-general to make arrange- 
ments to meet the additional charges which must 
necessarily be incurred. Wben the jieace was ar- 
ranged with Sujah-ul-l)owlah, in 17C*>» a stipulation 
was made that Rajah Bulwunt Sing, a tributary to the 
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w!-i7f!c. Nabob Vizier, should be preseneil in bis t«“rrilor\. 
Upon tlic dentil ot the Nabob Vizier, in 
the accession of his son and snccessor, Asoll-id-Dow- 
lah, the soveroif?nty of Henares and its de[)endeneies 
was entirely transferretl to tlie t’ornpany ; the Rajah, 
Cheit Sing, siieeessor of Ihdwnnt Sing, standing in 
exactly the same situation to the ('oinjiany as he 
had to the Nabob. The measure apjiarently gave 
great satisfaction to the Rajah and his family. 
On the breaking out of the war, the (lovernor- 
general accordingly reipnred that the Hajah shonid 
contribute towards the increased charge that wouhl 
necessarily be inenrred. 'Fhe indisposition and back- 
wardness of the Rajah was manifest ; it was also 
apparent that he gradually heeame alienated from the 
interests of the Ihitish (loverninent ; anil as he was 
surrounded by territories in which marks of disatVeetion 
towards the C'ompany existed, it was evident, in the 
general state of feeling throughout India, that the first 
opjiortunity would be seized to tlirow olf tin* govern- 
ment of the Company, 'fhe affairs ofOiide reijuired to 
be organized, and there, as in later times, money was 
to be procured. A separati' peace was likewise in agita- 
tion w'ith Madhajee Seimliah. 'fhe (Jovernor-general 
proceeded to fhe Upper Provinces in .Inly On 

reaching Benares in August, al ter repeateil conf erences, 
the Governor-general determined on jilacing the Rajah 
Cheit Sing under arrest, fhe inadeipiate mi'ans taken 
to effect the object, and the delay which ensued, enabled 
the multitiule attached to the Rajah to rally round his 
person ; the three European officers commamling the 
detachment ami eighty-two sepoys wme killeil on the 
spot, and ninety-two desperately wounded. 

The Rajah, overwhelmed at the unexpected tumult. 


was 
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was hurried off: he Hed from Ramna}>;ur to one nsi-ns-.'. 
of his stroiipfost fortresses, for shelter, 'flie (lo- 
vcriior-gcneral’s firmness was unsliaken, both in 
that instance and at the unfortunate defeat on tlie 
attack of Ramnagiir. It was, however, deemed ex- 
pedient that he should (juit Benares and ])roceed to 
Chunar, where he was visited l)y Sadut Ali, the 
Vizier. A manifesto was published by Cheit Sing to 
the several Rajahs, and disaffection spread in Hahar. 

The perseverance f)f the (lovernor-geiieral overcame 
all obstacles. A revolution was effected ; ('heit Sing 
tied from Bhljeegliur, which was besieged by Major 
Po))hani, and a grandson of Bulwnnt Sing was jno- 
claimed Rajah. 

At the period of these transactions the fleets of M.ir . 
France and England, tlie former under .M.Suffrein, the 
latter under Sir Edward Hughes, had \arious skir- 
mishes off the ('oromandel coast, and a bloody action 
ensued in April l/S'i, which, though not decisive, was 
very im])ortant in its conse(]uences to the English. 

On the Malabar coast, tlie blockade of 'fellicherry by n.ii.iicr. 
1 1\ ih-r’s troops was raised by the arri\ al ol a fl>rce under 
Major Abingdon from Bombax ; after a severe ac- 
tion, llyder’s army under Smlass (‘awn was defeateil, 
the whole of his treastire and the materiel of his army 
falling into possession of the British, and a eom- 
munication o])ened on either side of Tellic’herry, 
the country being cleared ot' the enemy. 'Ehis cheek 
on the coast of Malabar was met by the defeat of 
the detachment under Colonel Braithwaite, on the 
borders of the kingdom of Tanjore, by 'fippooSaib ; on 
which occasion the interference of M. I.ally sac ed the 
force from annihilation* many of the (\iptives, however, 
suffered a long impnsomnent at Seringapatam. 

A detachment 
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i 78 i-ir 82 . A detachment of’ French troops having been landed at 
Pondicherry in March I78I, they wei’o immediately 
joined by a body of Hyder’s forces, by whom Perma- 
coil was besieged and taken, and an attack meditated on 
Wandewash. The latter was, lunvever, prevented by 
the advance of Sir Eyre Cooto, who followed Hydcr 
on his retiring. Whilst the force under Sir E. Coote 
was marking out the camp at Arnec, Hyder siiddenl}' 
appeared. An engagement ensued on the ‘ 2 d June; 
the enemy were repulsed, and Sir Eyre C’oote returneil 
to the Presidency. This was the last occasion on 
which Hyder and Sir Eyre Coote ever met. 

Various severe engagements took placx* at this time 
between the English and French fleets on the coast of 
Coromandel and Ceylon. 

Peace w'as concluded with the Mahrattas by the 
treaty of May 1782 , through the mediation of Ma- 
dahjee Scindiah. Ragonaut Row, to whom, in a great 
measure, was to be attributed the lengthened hostilities 
in which the two powers had been engaged, was to iiave 
a certain fixed allowance, and to choose his ])lace ol' 
residence. 

The Mahrattas engaged that llyder Ali, should, 
within six months, relimpiish to the English or their 
allies all the places he had taken during the war, 
and that the prisoners on both sides should be re- 
leased. The Paishwa bound himselfj for the whole 
of the Mahrattas, not to suffer other European nations 
to establish factories in their dominions. The treaty 
was that of Salbey. Nana Furnavese, the Paishwa’s 
prime minister, and Madahjee Sciiidiah, were the two 
great parties which governed the Mahratta em])ire. 

The famineoccurred this year a*t Madras, in the month 
of October, by which ten thousand persons perished. 

'Die 
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'I’lie (joverjinients ol‘ Bengal and Bombay now di- 
rected their attention to free the Carnatic from Hyder 
Ali. Colonel Humberstone had been sent from Bom- 
bay to tlui Malabar coast, and took j)ossession of Cali- 
cut and other inferior places. 'I'lie Bombay Govern- 
ment had despatched General Matthews in support of 
Colonel Humberstone. Tipjroo Sail), incensed at this 
proceeding of Colonel Humberstone, departed rapidly 
from the Carnatic to cut him off at Mimgary Cottah. 
By some means Hund)erst()ne learned Tipj)oo’s inten- 
tion, and having blown up the fortifications I’ell back to 
llamgerry ; f rom whence, on hearing of Tippoo’s 
approach, he retired, first destroying the works. 
Tippoo, with M. Lally and a large force, attacked 
the I'higlish army ; but was rejndsed by Colonel 
Macleod, who sliortly afterwards besieged and took 
Oiiore. 

On the report of Hyder’s death, the Bombay Govern- 
ment ordered General Matthews to penetrate through 
the Ghauts to the Bednore country. The (ieneral 
passed the (Jhauts, aiul proceeded towards Bednore. 
There the misunderstanding arose on the subject of 
prize and other j)oints, in which Colonels Humberstone, 
Macleod, and Major Shaw diflcred so wiilely from Ge- 
neral Matthews, that they rpiitted him, and returned 
to Bombay ; on their representation General Mat- 
thews was superseded, and Colonel Macleod aj)pointeil 
to the command. Whilst proceeding in the Hanger to 
join the troops, that vessel was attacked oft’ Gheria by a 
Mahratta fleet. Major Shaw was killed and Colonel 
Macleod severely wounded. 

Tippoo Sultaun determined to relinquish all other 
objects for the recovery of the favourite possessions 
which he had lost in the Bednore country. 'Phe con- 
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iTsa. duct of General Matthews was inexplicable : aware 
of the approach of Tippoo with an innnensc force, 
instead of returning to the Ghauts he inai'ched out ol’ 
Bednore with a force of little more than 2,(XK) men to 
meet the enemy. He was immediately driven back by 
a French detachment into the fort, with the loss of five 
hundred of his men. The report of tlie disaster reach- 
ing Cundaporc, the garrison, panic-struck, fled without 
even the appeai*ance of the enemy, some of the fugi- 
tiv^es taking refuge in the tort of Onore. 

The firmness and prudence of tlie late Major (then 
Captain) Torriano, who commanded at Onore, not only 
preserved the troops in that fort Irotn being infected 
with the same j)anic, but, tinough their commajider’s 
spirited exertions, an attempt was maile to recover the 
artillery which had been abandoned at Cbmtla})ore. 

In April 1783 the garrison at Bednore capitulated ; 
the survivors suffered the most cruel indignitii's, 
General Matthews, with many of his officers, being 
inarched into tht^ interior and barbarousK murdered. 
After the reduction of Beilnore 'fijipoo appeared be- 
fore Mangalore, whi<-h flirt was commanded by Major 
Campbell. During the siege acc’ounfs were received, 
in July, of the peace between iMigland ami I'Yance. 
On learning the event, the French commander posi- 
tively refusing to permit his troojis to act in any 
manner against the English, the siege of Mangalore 
was accordingly camvcrtetl into a blockade. The 
garrisons of Mangalore and Onore were reduced to 
the greatest distress ; but under the exertions of their 
gallant commanders, they stood out until relief’ was 
aflbrdcd by the arrival of General Macleod with a force 
from Bombay. * 

On the Coromandel coast. Sir Eyr<‘ (!oote’s stale 
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of health was such as to have obliged him to quit 
the field and proceed to Calcutta : at the same time 
the last remains of the select force which he had 
originally brought down from Bengal were re. 
turned to that presidency. In April 1783 he again 
returned to Madras: but having suffered a relapse 
during the voyage, his valuable life fell a sacrifice two 
days after he had landed. The command of the army 
devolved on General Stuart. The object of the cam- 
paign was to oblige the French to evacuate the 
Carnatic ; they were strongly fortified at Cudalore. 
The Marquis de Bussy liad arrived to take the com- 
mand, and IkuI brought with him a force from the 
Mauritius. General Stuart ajiproached Cudalore in 
the month of June. Observing the rajiidity with which 
the enemy threw iqi the fortifications, he determined at 
once on attacking the outworks, and confided the exe- 
cution of it to General Bruce, by whom it was con- 
ducted with great skill and bravery. The engagement 
becoming general, tlie rc.ser\e luulcr the commander- 
in-chief wa.s brought up. The French fought with 
such determined valour that the assailants were 
repulsed ; and a sortie was made in order to drive 
the reserve comjiletely back. In the eagerness of 
pursuit the French advanced too far from the works, 
when the grenadiers, under General Stuart, turned, 
and gaining possession of a strong hold which had 
been the point of contention, the enemy abandoned 
the whole of their outworks and retired within the 
fortress. The French fleet under M. Suftrein ap- 
peared off Cudalore at the same time with Sir Ed- 
ward Utighes commanding the English fleet: some 
cannonading passed, but no close engagement took 
place. 
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The sickly state of the English obliged tl)e admiral 
to bear up for Madras. M. Suffrein availed himself of 
the opportunity not only to return to M. Bussy at 
Cudalore the l,siOO men lent from that fortress, but 
to supply 2,400 men in addition for the defence of the 
place. The effective force under General Stuart being 
considerably reduced, the French made a night attack 
on the English in tlieir trenches, in which they were 
repulsed with considerable loss, the sepoys behaving 
admirably. In two or three days after this occurrence 
intelligence arrived from Lord Macartney of the con- 
clusion of peace between the two nations. A cessa- 
tion of hostilities took place, togetlicr with a restora- 
tion of prisoners. The treaty with Tippoo Sultaun 
was signed at Mangalore on the 11th March 1784. 

In the same year Mr. Pitt’s bill for the future admi- 
nistration of the affairs of India was passed ; and in I 78 G 
Lord Cornwallis proceeded to India as governor-general 
and commander-in-chief. The act of the 24tli Geo. Ill, 
cap. 2.5, contained the declaratory clause : “ That to 

“ pursue schemes of conquest and extension of doini- 
“ nion in India are measures repugnant to the wish, 
“ the honour, and policy of this nation ; and that it 
“ shall not be lawful for any governor-general, without 
“ the express command of the Court of Directors or of 
“ the Secret Committee, in any case (except where 
“ hostilities have been actually commenced, orprepara- 
“ tions actually made against the British nation in In- 
" dia,or against some of the princes or states dependant 
“ thereon, or whose territories the Company shall be 
“ by any existing treaty engaged to defend or guaran- 

tee) either to declare war or commence hostili- 
“ ties,” See. * 

By the treaty concluded with the Nizam in Febniary 
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1768 , the Gutitoor Circar was to be ceded to the i786-i7««. 
Company, a certain peshcnsh being paid to the Carnatic. 
Nizam. It was also agreed that a corps of two 
battalions of Sepoys, with guns, should be furnished 
by the Company to the Nizam, on his requisition 
to that effect. The corps had never been reijuircd 
by the Nizam ; and the connexion between that prince 
and the Company being of an unsettled nature. Lord 
Cornwallis, in 1788, deputed Sir .lohn (then Cap- 
tain) Kennaway to Hyderabad, as the British resi- 
dent, with the view of obtaining the Guntoor Circars, 
and effecting a settlement of the peshcnsh. The ar- 
rangement was acceded to by the Nizam, who despatch- 
ed Mecr Abdool (’ossim to ( 'ale.iitta, to make known his 
sentiments to the Ciovernor-general. 

Tlie arrangement included a stipulation, that the 
(!orps agreed to be sujijilied by the British, on the 
demand of the Nizam, should not be employed against 
any pow'ers in alliance wath the Company, which 
powers were specified, but no mention was made 
of Tippoo Sultaun. These circumstances excited ap- 
prehensions in the mind of that chiefs who was 
aware that he was an object of jealousy to the 
Mabrattas and to the Nizam, and that those powers, 
although differing in laws, institutions, and religion, 
urged by the common danger, were joined in the 
closest alliance. 

In 1788 'fippoo marched his army down the Ghauts, IVfalabar. 
towards the Malabar coast, with hostile intentions 
against the Rajah of Travancore, then an ally of 
the Company. He stirred up the Rajah of Cochin to 
lay claim to a portion, of Travancore on which the 
lines were built. The Rajah of Travancore despatched 
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a messenger to Madras for succour ; Sir Archibald 
Pampbell sent some troops to his assistance : the mea- 
sure was approved by the Bengal Government, and 
Tippoo withdrew to Seringapatam. 

In the following year the Dutch offered for sale to 
the Rajah of Travancore Cranganore and Jaycottah, 
which lay before Cochin and Mysore. Tippoo, to pre- 
vent this measure, marched an army to the frontier of 
Travancore, and attacked the lines on the 29th De- 
cember: but was repulsed, and retired until he pro- 
cured supplies to enable him to make a regular ap- 
proach. In the following spring he effected his 
object, subduing Travancore, laying waste the coun- 
try, and taking the fortresses of Cranganore and 
Jaj’cottah. 

The conduct of the Madras Government excited the 
strongest indignation in tlie mind of Lord Cornwallis, 
who reprobated the supineness which they had mani- 
fested in making ])rcparations to su})])ort the Rajah. 

General Meadows, who succeeded Mr. Holland as 
governor, Avas entrusted with the conduct of the war. 
An army of 1.5,000 men was assembled in the Car- 
natic, under his command ; and one of about 
8,000 at Bombay, under General Abercrombie : the 
latter to act against Tippoo’s possessions in the Ghauts ; 
the grand army to march towards Coimbatore, and 
afterwards to penetrate into Mysore ; the Mahrattas 
and the Nizam co-operating, by making a diversion 
on the north. General Meadows took Caroor, Coimba- 
tore, and Dindigul; Tippoo surprised and attacked 
an expedition under Colonel Floyd, but was repulsed 
at Shoroor after an obstinate; engagement, his bro- 
ther-in-law being killed. 


Tippoo^ 
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Tippoo, avoiding a general action, returned from 
the Ghauts, drawing off the English forces from 
Jiis own possessions ; and, passing througli the Car- 
natic, connnitted the most dreadful ravages. The 
operations in t!ie coiu*.se of the first campaign were 
in favour of the Etjglish, hut another campaign 
was necessary to subdue the power of Ti])poo. 

Lord CV>rnwalIis, although it had not been his 
original intention, proceeded to Madras to take the 
command of the army in person ; he embarked on 
board the Vestal frigate, and reached Fort St. George 
on the l.'Jth December. His Lordship having exa- 
mined the state of the army and of the supplies, and 
arranged the plan for the ensuing campaign, deter- 
mined to penotrat(; into Mysore direct from Madras, 
and to attempt some of the ])asses about the middle 
of tlie Carnatic. At the close of .January 1791 he 
moved forward ; and in five days pushed on to 
Ilangalore, where the Mysore forces arrived on the 
same day. On the 7th February the town was 
assaulted and carried. On the 1 tth, the batteries 
opened against the fort. On the 21st, a practicable 
breach being eflected, his Lordship determined to 
storm the place that night ; and to prevent Tippoo 
leai’ning his intention, he did not make it known 
till the moment the execution of it was ordered. 
The assaidt began at eleven at night; complete success 
attended the measure, and in two hours the British 
standard floated on the ramparts. I.ord Cornwallis 
then moved northward to meet a large reinforcement 
of the Nizam’s cavalry, by which he was joined; and, in 
order to bring the w'ar to a termination, notwithstand- 
ing the .season was far advanced, pressed on towards 

d S Seringa. 


1792. 


Mysore. 



xlvi lilSE AND PROGRESS of Trfs 

1792. Seriugapatam, encountering great difficulties and em- 
barrassments from the nature of the roads. Tippoo 
had returned, and posted himself between his capital 
and the English army. A general engagement took 
place on the 15th May ; the enemy were driven under 
the guns of Seringapatain, and there ,w’as every pros- 
pect of its falling into our hands, when scarcity began 
to appear in the camp, and tlie unexjiected delay in 
the arrival of the Mahrattas deprived the army of a 
covering force. 

Lord Cornwallis determined to fall hack on Banga- 
lore. At the completion of the first day’s march, 
the appearance of a large body of horse riding 
in on the baggage flanks created great alarm ; it 
proved, however, to be the advanced guard of the 
Mahratta army, the main body being at no great dis- 
tance. Witli this reinforcement, and all fear of want 
being removed, the army was again encam})ed before 
Seringapatain; but as the monsoon was expected to 
set in, the siege was deferred to the ensuing season, 
and Lord Cornwallis retired northwards. 

Mysore. Ill tlic interim the strong fort of Ryacottah, with 
various hill-forts, were taken, and subsequently that 
of Nundydroog. In February 1792, Lord Cornwallis 
arrived before Seriugapatam for the second tinu‘. 
Tippoo was w'ith his army in a fortified camp on the 
river Cauvery. Lord Cornwallis determined to dis- 
lodge him the following night; and after detailing the 
plan of attack, his Lordship commanding the centre. 
General Meadows the right, and Colonel Maxwell the 
left, the army moved forward : the enemy were driven 
across the Cauvery, which river surrounds Seringa- 
patam, their redoubts taken, find a lodgment was 
made in the island by a detachment from the centre 
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division. During the operations Lord Cornwallis was nai nw. 
in imminent danger, the greater part of his detachment 
being separated from him in the confusion of a noctur- 
nal attack. His Lordshiji was assailed by a consider- 
able body of the enemy, but being joined by a rein- 
forcement he was enabled to repulse them. Alter 
rejieated ineffectual but determined attenijits, on the 
part of Ti])j)oo, to drive the British forces from tlie 
island, lie retired within Seringapatam. Ample pre- 
parations had been made for the assault, hut orders 
w'ere issued on the ii^d February to desist from 
farther hostilities ; negotiations for jieace having 
been brought to a close by the signing of 
preliminaries on the ‘2tth, by which Tippoo was 
to cede half his dominions to the allied powers, viz. 
the British, the Nizam, and the Mahrattas ; to pay 
three crore and thirty lacs of rupees ( nearly 
f .S,.500,000) i to restore the whole of the prisoners 
who had been captured from the time of Hyder; and 
to deliver two of his sons as hostages for the fulfilment 
of the treaty. Tijipoo procrastinated the negotiation 
as long as possible, and was actually engaged with 
increasing tliligence in repairing the damages of the 
fort, absolutely refusing to yield up some territory 
on the borilers of the Coorg R:ijah. Lord Cornwallis 
immediately issued onlers for the recommencement of 
the siege, and for the two princes to be sent to the 
Carnatic : these determined and prompt jiroceedings 
on the part of his Lordshiji led to Tippoo’s signing 
the definitive treaty, on the l‘)th March 1702. 

Peace being thus restored, Ix»rd Cornwallis was fully 
engaged in introducing systems for the administration 
of the revenue and jHilicial affairs of the Company’s 
territories, including those acquired under the fore- 
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going treaty, and likewise in settling tlie JifTairs of the 
Vizier of Oude. 

On the receipt of the intelligence of the war be- 
tween France and England, Pondicheny was attacked 
and taken by a force under Sir John Brathwaite. I^ird 
Cornwallis jiroceeded to Madras to direct the service, 
but arrived after it had been accomplished. His J>ord- 
ship did not return to Calcutta, but embarked for 
England in August 1793- 

Sir John Shore, now Lord Teignmouth, succeeded as 
governor-general. His Lordsliip’s administration in- 
cluded a period of six years, during which, although 
peace was maintained, it has been questioned whether 
a course of policy indisputably goveiued by a con- 
scientious desire to act in accordance with the literal 
declaration of the I.egislatiire, was not rather calcu- 
lated to admit of the other states in India increasing 
their strength ; wliiKst that of the British (Jovenmient, 
if not lessened, did not keep pace with the growing 
influence of the Native Powers. 

In 179'i', tlie court of Poonah manifested hostile 
dispositions tow'anls the Nizam ; and Tippoo Sultan, 
who had assembled an army, also threatened to come 
forward and join the Mahratlas. J he decision of the 
Governor-general to abstain from taking any jiart, was 
supported on strong grounds of expediency : — “ When 
“ he contemplated the dilliculties which jiresented 
“ themselves on viewing the Nizam’s administra- 
“ tion — the impossibility of directing his politics 
“ without usurping his Government — the difficidty of 
“ making any impression upon the Mahrattas — the 
** comparative facility with which they could injure 
« the British Government — tlun magnitude of the re- 

.sources of the Mahrattas and Tippoo, the number 
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“ of troops necessary to oppose them — and the inevi- 
“ table ruin of a long protracted war — it was consi- 
“ dered that the indueement to support the Nizam at 
“ the hazard of such impending consequences, ought 
“ to be much stronger than tJie apprehensions of fu- 
“ ture evils from the subversion of his power.” 

Tlie w'ar between the Mahrattas and the Nizam was 
not of h)ng duration, Ti|)poo being too fully occupied 
in his own country to bike part in the quarrel. The 
affairs of Oude engaged a considerable portion of his 
Lordship’s attention. The death of Hyder Beg, the 
minister, j)ut a stop to the measures of reform contem- 
plated by Lord (’onnvallis. Asoff-ul-Dowlah was suc- 
ceeded by Vizier Ali, whose legitimacy was questioned, 
although he was supported by a considerable party at 
Lucknow. Saadut Ali, the eldest surviving brother of 
Asoff-ul-l)owlah, liadappcaledtothc British (jovenunent 
in support of his right : that of A’izier Ali was, hoAVOver, 
countenanced by the (lovernor-general, on the full per- 
suasion that he was the lawful heir. In .Jannarv 171)5^ 
the (Jovernor-general proceeded to Lucknow, with the 
view of settling the allairs of the \'izier. Amongst 
other questions, that of Vizier Ali’s right to the 
musnud was brought under discussion. After a minute 
examination, it aj)])cariug that all the reputed sons of 
Asofl-id-Dowlah were undoubtedly spurious, it Avas 
rcsoh'cd that Vizier Ali should be deposed, and that 
Saadut Ali Khan should be placed on the throne. A 
treaty Avas accordingly entered into on the 21st of 
February 17 }) 8 , vesting in the Company the defence 
of the Vizier’s dominions. The fortress of Allahabad 
was at the same time ceded to the Company. 

Lord Wellesley, Avbo had been ai)pointed GoA-ernor- 
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i7!i8-i73y. general in October 1797» reached India in April I798. 
His Lordship soon discovered that Tippoo had been 
engaged in secret negociations with the Frencli, whose 
influence was also paramount at the courts of the 
Nizam and Scindiah, and that Poonah was entirely 
subject to the latter power, whilst the Rajah of Berar 
was decidedly adverse to the British Government. 

The first step determined upon by the Governor- 
general was to form a new treaty with the Nizam : 
this measure was effected on the 1st of September 
1798, by which the subsidiary detachment of British 
troops at Hyderabad was made permanent, and the 
great political object of obtaining the dismissal from 
the service of the Nizam of a French force, consisting 
of fourteen thousand men, was provided for, and ulti- 
mately carried into effect, under circumstances of pecu- 
liai' difficulty, the whole force being surrounded and 
disarmed, by the joint operation of tlie British troops 
and a body of the Nizam’s liorse, on the ^2iid of October. 

Similar success did not attend the negociations with 
the Paishwa or Scindiah. It being apparent that 
Tippoo’s designs were ripe for execution, the Gover- 
nor-general was obliged to proceed in Ins ojierations 
Mysore, agaiiist Mysorc without coming to any satisiactory con- 
clusion witli those chiefs. 

Indisputable proofs were established of Tippoo Sul- 
taun having sent ambassadors to the Isle of France, 
to Kabul, Persia, and Turkey — all with designs hostile 
to the British power. 

The proceedings of the French in Egypt, and the 
insincerity of Tippoo, determined Lord Wellesley 
either to compel him to detach himself from the 
French interests, or to commence immediate hos- 
tilities 
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tilities against Mysore ; with this purpose he pro- 
ceeded to Madras in December, and landed on the 
31st of that month. All expectation of inducing 
Tippoo to come to an amicable adjustment having 
ceased, the British force under General (now Lord) 
Harris was directed, in February 1799, to advance 
against Mysore. Tippoo, when aware of the proceed- 
ings, hastened to attack the Bombay army under 
General Stuart : he was reptdsed with great loss. H 
then attempted to obstruct the advance of General 
Harris at SuItJinpet, when being again defeated in a 
partial action, he instantly retreated to Seringapatam, 
against which place the British forces jiroceeded. A 
full and interesting detail of the operations will be 
found in Lieutenant-(?olonel (now Major-General) 
Beatson’s account of the war in Mysore. 

The batteries erected under the order of General 
Harris ojiened against Seringapatam on the 30th 
April. On the 3d May a breach was reported prac- 
ticable, and at one o’clock on the fourth the assault 
was made in the most gallant manner by Sir David 
Baird, who nearly twenty years before had been one 
of the detachment under Colonel Baillie who were 
carried prisoners to that fortress ;* every obstacle was 
overcome, and complete success attended the operations. 
“ Tippoo Sultaun was slain, and the empire of the 
“ House of Hyder subverted.” It was in this camjiaign 
that his Grace the Duke of Wellington commenced 
his militiiry career in India, as Colonel of the thirty- 
third regiment of foot, commanding a detachment of the 
army under General Harris. General Wellesley formetl 
one of the Commissioners nominated to settle the con- 
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1799 - 1802 . quercd territories, and was afterwards appointed to the 
permanent command of Scringapatam. 

Mysore. A Central and separate government, under the Com^ 
pally’s protection, was c.stablished in Mysore, the 
Mahrattas pai-ticipating in a division of the conquered 
territories. The districts of Canara, including the sea- 
coast of Mysorc,and the provinces immediately con- 
tiguous to the possessions of the Company on the coast 
of Malabar, ivere assigned to the Ilritisli Government. 

The sons of Tippoo were removed to Vellore ; and 
Kistna Rajah Oodiaver, a child of five years old, the 
lineal descendant of the ancient family of Mysore, 
whose power was usurped by Ilyder in was 

raised to the throne. The jiartition treaty was signed 
the 22d June, and the subsidiary treaty the Sth July 
M»hrattas. 1799. Tlic ultoiior incasui'es adopted by Lord Wel- 
lesley — the hostilities between Ilolkar and Scindiah, 
in the beginning of 1801, which obliged the latter to 
move from Poonali — the contest which took jilace in 
1809 between Scindiah and Ilolkar, in which the forces 
of the former joined with those of the I’aishwa were 
defeated near Poonali, on the 9.5th October — and 
the flight of Rajee llao, jilacing himself under British 
Paishwa. protection, led to the treaty of Bas.sein, whither the 
Paishwa proceeded on the 31st December 1809. 

By that treaty, a subsidiary force of not less than 
6,000 regular infantry was to be furnished by the 
Company, and for payment of its exjicnses the Paishwa 
was to make over territory to the amount of twenty- 
six lacs of rupees ; he was likewise to dismiss any 
Eurojjeans from his service hostile to the English, in 
the event of war l)reaking out between the English and 
any European nation. ' 

As it was important to secure the early arrival of the 

British 
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British troops at Poonali, I^orJ Clive (then Governor of isos-iwis. 
Madras), on the 27th February, directedGeneral Stuart, 
with the army on tlic frontier of Mysore, to adopt the 
necessary measures for the march of the troops into the 
Mahratta territory. The advanced detacimient was 
])laced by Lord Clive imder General Wellesley, who 
crossed tlie Tumbiidra river on the 12tli of March, 
and after a long route at a most unfavourable season, 
passing througli the Born Ghaut at night on tlie 19th 
of April, reached I’oonah on the 20th at the head 
of the cavalry, making the tofcd distance marched, 
since the morning of the 19th, sixty miles in thirty- 
two hours. Amrut llao fled from Poonah, and Bajee 
llao was reseated on the musnud by General Welles- 
ley on the Idth May. Shortly after the ado])tion of 
the foregoing measuri's, Scindiah having taken up a 
threatening position on the Nizam’s frontier, was re- 
(juired to retire, or to give .some unecpiivocal proofs of 
his intention not to attempt a derangement of the 
engagements between the British (Jovernment and 
the Paishwa. A contest being a])prehended. General 
Wellesley was ordered to be in preparation to act. 

After fruitless negociations with Scindiah, from May 
to August, and it being apparent that a confederacy 
between Scindiah and the llajah of Berar was forming 
against the British power, offensive operations were 
resolved on. They were commenced by General Wel- 
lesley on the 8th of August, by an attack on the 
fortified town of Ahmcdnuggui*, which was carried by 
escalade. On the 12th the fortress ca})itulated. Jalna- 
poor was taken by a force under Colonel Stevenson on 
the 2d September. Ojp the 23d the battle of Assye took 
place. The British army had marched twenty miles 
to the attack of tne combined forces of the confede- 
rates. 
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i«o3-i>io5. rates. The British troops did not amount to more 
than 4,500, the enemy to 10,500, commanded by 
European officers, and a train of artillery of one hun- 
dred guns, with some very large bodies of horse. The 
British suffered severely on the advance, the line being 
led by General Wellesley in person. A charge by 
Colonel Maxwell, of His Majesty’s service, in which 
that gallant and lamented officer fell, materially pro- 
moted the success of the day. Boorhanpoor surren- 
dered on the l6th October, and Asseerghur on 
the 21st, 

Gu*»rat. In Guzerat, Broach was stormed and carried on the 
29th August, and (’hampaneer on the 17th September 
— both under Colonel Woodington. 
cuttm-k. Cuttack was invaded under the Governor-general’s 
orders in September ; the Pagoda of Jaggernaut occu- 
pied on the 18th. The town of Cuttack was taken on 
the 10th of October, and the fort of Barabatty by 
storm on the 14th. 

Oude On the north-west frontier of Oude the opera- 
Mabrattas. tions wcrc Carried on under Lord Lake, the Coni- 
mander-in-chief in India. His Lordship entered 
the Mahratta territories in August, and reached Ali- 
ghur on the 29th, which fort was taken by storm 
on the 4th September. On the 7th, M. Perron, the 
French commander, who had been in Scindiah’s service, 
sought the protection of the British. On the 8th the 
fort of Kooijah was abandoned by the enemy. On 
the 1 1th the battle of Delhi took place, in winch the 
enemy were defeated after a most severe engagement. 
On the 14th September, M. Bourquieur, who com- 
manded on the 11th, together wj.th the other French, 
surrendered themselves prisoners to Lord Lake. 

Agra was taken by assault on the 10th October, and 

the 
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the fort capitulated on the 17th. On the 1st November »803-i805. 
the battle of Laswarree took place, in which l.K)rd 
Lake had two horses killed under him. The enemy 
behaved with the utmost gallantry ; and the victory, 
which completely subverted Scindiah’s hostile power, 
was not gained without very severe loss. 

A treaty was concluded with the Rajah of Berar Bemr. 
on the 17th December 1803 by General AVellesley, at 
Deogaum, under which he agreed to give up the pro- 
vince of Cuttack, and all his share of the provinces of 
Berar westward of the Windah, and not to admit any 
Frenchman, or the subject of any other European 
power, into his service. Resitlent ministers were to be 
kej)t at the court of each of the contracting states. 

The treaty with Scindiah at Anjengaum imme- SiiiKiiaii, 
diately followed, by which he ceded to the Company 
all the territories he possessed in Hindostan northward 
of those of the Rajahs of Jyepore, .lodepore, and the 
Ranah of Gohud : he ceded also all the lands south of 
the Adjuntee, and all claims of every description upon 
the British Government and its allies, the Soubah of 
the Deccan, the Paishwa, and the Guicowar. 

Holkar stood out and committed aggressions on the iioiur. 
territories of the Jyepore Rajah ; w'ar was accordingly 
declared and commenced against him, in which some 
extraordinary failures occurred. Amongst them, the 
retreat of Colonel Monson’s corps and the unsuccesslul 
attack on Bhurtpore ; but the battle of Deeg was fatal 
to HolkaPs infantry, and the action of Futtyghur 
broke the spirit of his cavalry. A treaty w'as con- 
cluded with him in 1805. 

The following is a summary of the leading results of 
Lord Wellesley’s administration. 

The revenues of Mysore were greatly increased from 

its 
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its ameliorated system of management and the inter- 
nal tranquillity which it enjoyed. That state had, after 
the payment of the Company’s subsidy and of its own 
civil and military establishments, a considerable sur- 
plus revenue, part of which has been annually em- 
ployed in great and useful works. 

Such was the change in a country which, when Lord 
Wellesley reached India, was in possession of a.tyrant 
who had no object but that of collecting means to 
annihilate the British power in India. 

The authority of the Company was completely 
introduced into the Carnatic ; and that fine country, 
no longer a prey to a sj’stem of usury and oppression, 
was rising rapidly into prosperity, and the condition 
of the inhabitants greatly imjirovcd. 

The conquest of Cuttack had connected the terri- 
tories of Madras and Bengal ; and combined witli the 
important cessions we had before obtained in Guzerat, 
Malabar, and Canara, gave the Company the posses- 
sion of almost the whole line of scacoast from the 
mouths of the Ganges to those of the Indus. 

The subordinate Government of Bombay obtained, 
during the administration of Lord Wellesley, a gi'eat 
addition to its territories by cessions in Guzerat from 
the Paishwa and Scindiah, and from the Guicowar, 
with whom the Government of Bombay, acting under 
his Lordship’s orders, had formed a subsidiajy alliance. 

The Paishwa, sensible of the advantages which tile 
connexion with tlie British brought to him and 
his subjects, endeavoured, by every means within his 
power, to evince his fidelity to the engagements that 
he had formed ; and his territgries, which had been, 
from the day of his accession till that on which the 
treaty of Bassein was concluded, annually wasted by 

his 
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his rebcilioiis feudatories, had enjoyed from tliat date 
uninterrupted tranquillity. 

The power of Dowlut llao Scindiah was reduced ; 
as was also that of Jeswunt llao Holkar. 

The French party had been annihilated, the Mah- 
rattas expelled, tlie British Ciovernment established 
over the whp^e of the Dooah and along the right 
banks of the Jumna ; and a line of petty states, under 
the protection of tlie British Governnjcnt, were esta- 
blished, as a barrier between its most fruitful provinces 
and the future predatory cncroachinents of the Mah- 
rattiis. The rich pi*ovince of Bundlecund was sub- 
dued, and occupieil by British, troops ; aiul the country 
ceded by the Vizier in 1801 was completely settled, 
and greatly improved in revenue. 

The Marquis Wellesley quitted India in July 180.% 
and was succeeded by the Marquis Cornwallis, who 
arrived at Fort William in July 1805. His Lordship 
was immediately engaged in effecting a treaty with 
Dowlut llao Scindiah, in order to remove all doubts 
of the misunderstanding arising out of the treaty of 
1808, and in settling the British connexion with the 
Rajah of Jyepore, one of the jirincipal llajjioot chiefs 
whose territory divided Malwah from llindostan. llis 
Lordship’s measures were directed with the view of re- 
lieving the Company’s finances from the embarrassment 
in which the preceding loans had involved them. His 
health, which was in a declining state when he left 
Fngland, became worse from the period of his leaving 
I'alcutta for the Upper Provinces, ami he closed his 
valuable life at Gazeepore, near Benares, on the 5th 
October 1805. 

Sir George Barlow, w'ho had been appointed provi- sir ceor^e 

. II 'll iJiO'loW. 

sipnally, succeeded to the government. On the *^88 
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18O1S-1807. November tlie treaty was concluded by the political 
agent of the Governor-general (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Malcohn,) with Scindiali, by the sixth article of which 
tire river Chumbul was to form the boundary between 
the two states; Scindiah resigning all claim and 
pretensions on tlie countries of Boondec, Sumedee, 
Dhoelpoor, Baree, and Rajah Kerrah. JThe Company 
engaged not to enter into treaties witli the Rajahs of 
Oudepore, Joudcpore, and Kotah, and other chiefs, 
tributaries of Scindiah in Malwa. 

In December 1805 a treaty was concluded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm with Holkar, under the 
direction of Lord Lake. The system of policy pur- 
sued by Sir George Barlow was to withdraw, as far as 
possible, from all interference in the afSiirs of the petty 
chiefs, including the dissolution of the defensive alli- 
ance with the state of Jyepore ; and by thus contracting 
the political relations of the British Government, avoid 
a recurrence of the embarrassments to which such ex- 
tended engagements had given rise. 

hi'ni Lord Minto reached Bengal as Governor-general in 
July I8O7. During his Lordship’s administration, 
little variation occurred in the political relations of the 
British Government with tlie several native powers. 
The Dutch possessions in the Indian seas, including 
Java, and the Isles of France and Bourbon, were suc- 
cessively reduced and brought under British rule. 

1813. The Earl of Minto was succeeded by the Marquis of 
Hastings, then Lord Moira, who proceeded to India 
as Governor-general and Commander-in-chief, and ar- 
rived at Calcutta in October 1813. The states at that 
period connected with the British power by subsidiary 
alliances were, the Nixam at Hyderabad, the Paishwa 
at Poonah, the Guicowar in Guzerat, the Rajahs of 

Mysore 
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Mysore and Travancore, and the Vizier of Oude. i«i3-i8i4. 
By these alliances, which were formed on the same 
principles, a specific force was to be furnished by the 
British Government for the protection of the coun- 
tries, and the maintenance of the sovereigns’ legiti- 
mate authority. A subsidy equivalent to the charge 
was to be furqjshed by the state so protected, either 
in money or territorial cession. These states were not 
to engage in any political negociation with the other 
powers of India, except in concert with the British 
Government. 

With the Rajahs of Bhurtpore and Machen*ee, with 
the Bundela chiefs on the frontier of Bundlekund, 
with the Seikhs, and with some other inferior chief- 
tainships and principalities, the relations of the Biitish 
Government had the same controlling character ; but 
any consideration for the protection afforded was sel- 
dom exacted, nor was there any obligation on the 
British Government to maintain a specific force for 
that purpose. 

With Scindiah, the Rajah of Nagpoor, and Holkar, 
the connexion was one of mutual amity alone : British 
Residents were at the courts of Scindiah andNagjJoor. 

Since Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s death in 1811, the power 
which he had established was falling to decay. Mulhar 
Rao, the son of .Teswunt Rao, being a minor. Ameer 
Khan and Maliomed Khan, two Patan chiefs, were 
raising themselves to power on the ruins of Holkar’s 
house. 

In 1814i tlie aggressions of the Nepaulcse led to Ncpani. 
hostilities with that state. The British foi'ces entered 
Bie countiy in four divisions. 

Tfie first division, of 7,112 rank and file, under the 
late Sir David Gchterlony, was to act against the western 

e 2 provinces 
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18H. pi^yinces of the CTOorKas and thejr forces under U.minet 
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,, Xhe second, which devolved on Colonel Mawbey 
in consequence of the death of General Sir Robert 
Gillespie at Kalunga, on tlie 30th October, after- 
wards conferred on Major-General Martindell, con- 
sisting of 10,422 rank and tile, was stationed in the 
Dhoon, and was also appointed to act against Jyetuck, 

The third, under Major-General Wood, consisting of 
4,698 rank and tile, was to enter the Terraie from 
Goruckpore; and 

The fourth, under Major-General Marley, consisting 
of 7>987 rank and tile, was to inarch directly on Cat- 
mandoo, through Muckwanpore. 

The enemy, after a most determined resistance, 
were driven from their fortilied positions on the 
Malown range by General Ochterlony, in April 1815. 
The divisions under Generals Wood and Marley were 
not equally successful ; an attack also by General 
Martindell on a stockaded fort was repulsed with 
considerable loss. 

In another quarter. Colonel Jasper Nicholls* carrietl 
by assault the fortified heights and town of Almora, 
and repulsed a night attack of the enemy. On the 27th 
April that officer concluded a convention with the prin- 
cipal Goorka chiefs of Kemaoon, by which the whole 
country from Kemaoon to the Sutledge was ceded to 
the Company. 

On the 2d October a peace was finally settled be- 
tween the Nepaulese and the British Governments at 
Segowlee. When, however, the troops were withdrawn, 
the Nepaulese evinced so strong an indisposition to 

' fulfil 

* Now Major-General Nicholls, and since distinguUhcd at the 
siege of Bliurtporc, in 1826. 



BRITISH 




IN 




Ixi 


Culcli. 


fiiliii 'tl’!e cohditioiis or the treaty, that it was found isi-ilisi.?. 
necessary to have recourse to compulsion, and Sir David 
Ochterlony was directed to advance through the great 
Saul forest to the foot of the pass of Buhiaki leading to 
Muck wanpore, which position he reached about the close 
of January 1816. From Muckwanpore Sir David Och- 
terlony sent accounts of his ju'oceedings. It appears that 
he had been engaged in some severe contests with the 
Nepaulese, by whom tlie village in which the British 
forces were assembled was obstinately attsicked. On the 
3d March intelligence was received of the capture of the 
fortress of Hurriapore, which had been evacuated by 
the enemy, alter they had been repulsed in a sally 
made with desperate bravery. On the 15th March 
1816 the ratification of the treaty made in December 
1815 was announced, which put an end to the war. 

In February a force under Colonel East entered 
Cutch, and captured the Ibrtress of Anjar. A treaty of 
alliance was entered into with the state of Cutch, and 
a detachment under Colonel Barclay was sent to 
Wagur, to reduce the uncivilized districts to the au- 
thority of the Rao of C'utch. 

During the early part of the war with the Ncj)aule8e, 
an agreement appeared to have been entered into 
between Scindiah and the Nagpoor Rajah, for reducing 
the state of Bopaul: the measures adopted by the Go- 
vernor-general counteracted the design. 

At the same juncture, the proceedings of Bajee 
Rao at Foonah, towaixls the Guicowar in Guzerat, 
rendered the intcrj)osition of the British authority 
necessary to induce, on the part of the Paishwa, an 
abandonment of all rigljtof interference with the Gui- 
cowar. Gungadhur Saslree, the prime minister of the 
Guicowar, who was opposed to the influence of' the 
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1815-1816. citoiUbf Poonah, \(^asirtduc;6d, w5tli the countehahci^of 
Biitish Government, to proceed to Poonah for the 
puipose of compromising the Paishwa’s claims. 

Poonah. At Poonali there was a worthless and profligate 
minister named Trimbuckjee Danglia, who possessed- 
great influence with Bajee Rao. Through this mis- 
guided counsellor, the Paishwa began to feel the British 
influence as a restraint which he determined to throw off, 
with the view of restoring in his own person theMahratta 
empire to its original splendour. The negociations for an 
adjustment of the differences between the two states 
proved fruitless, and the attempts to gain over the 
Sastree failing of success, Trimbuckjee determined to 
remove by violence a man whose existence was so 
inimical to his views and wishes ; he accordingly per- 
suaded the Sastree to accompany him to a temple, 
for the purpose of performing his devotions, where he 
Was inhumanly murdered in the month of July 1815. 
It was fully apparent that the Paisliwa was privy to 
the proceedings. Mr. Elphinstone, the resident at Poo- 
nah, demanded that Trimbuckjee should be given up. 
Negociations for that purpose were carried on till Sep- 
tember, when he was delivered up, and sent to the fort of 
Tannah in Salsctte, from whence he escaped on the 
12th September 18lG, and fled to the territories of the 
Paishwa, who was required to withhold from him all 
protection, but who professed entire ignorance of the 
place of his concealment. 

pindarries. Ill the latter part of 1815, the Pindarries, in two 
large bodies, crossed the Nerbudda and committed 
great devastations, passing through the valley of the 
Taptee and returning along jtlic Godavry, making 
good their route to Ncmawur with an immense booty 
i’ollectcd from the Nizam’s territoiy. 


In 
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^ .In February 1810 tiiey planned the second expedi- isia. 
tion, and appeared in the district of Masulipatam on 
the 10th March. From this p^int tliey shaped their 
course southward, making a march die. next day of 
Uiirty-eight miles, plundering ninety>two villages, com- 
mitting in each the most horrid cruelties. On the 12th, 
atter a similar march, they arrived at the civil station 
of Guntoor, where they plundered a considerable part 
of the town and houses of the civil olliccrs. vSuch was 
the dread entertained of those merciless ruffians, that 
the inhabitants of Aniavote, a village in the wes- 
tern district of Guntoor, on their approach unani- 
mously resolved to sacrifice themselves and their 
families, rather than submit to the violation of their 
wives and daughters ; and when their noble resistance 
was overpowered by the superior stiengtli of their 
assailants, they applied the torch to their habitations, 
and peiished, with their relations, in the general con- 
flagration. 

In December 1816 Lord Hastings determined on hos- 
tilities, for the purpose of exterminating those lawless 
freebooters. The intention was made known to Scin- 
diah. Opposition was anticipaieil on the part of Ameer 
Khan, and likewise a probable attempt of the Paishwa 
to counteract the measures of the Governor-general. 

At the period of this determination, the unprovoked 
aggressions of Dya Ram and Rugwlumt Sing, Zemin- 
dars in the Dooab, who possessed the two very strong 
forts of Hatrass and Moorsaun, on the peaceable inhabi- 
tants of Agni, and the harbour which they afforded to 
thieves and robbers, and the total disregard of all the 
constituted authorities, induced the Supreme Govern- 
ment lo resent their conduci, especially with reference 
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toitiue dispitfsil&bii which had been levinced by the Patau 
pO{luiation in. Hohilcund to rise in opposition, to a 
emulation issued by Government. 

Hatrass was considered one of the strongest I’orts in 
Jitidkii, and was kept in perfect repair. On tlie 11th 
February 1817 die place was invested by the forces 
under Major-General Marshall. After a fruitless ne- 
gociation the siege was commenced on the Kith : the 
ftirtified town was taken on the QSd ; approaches 
wdre-.theti^ made to the fort. The works of tlie be- 
siegers were completed on the 1st March, and on the 
following day ibrty-two mortars and three trencliing- 
hatteries of heavy guns began to play on the lbrt» In 
the evening a magazine in the fort blew up. Dya 
Ram made his retreat in the darkness of the night, 
and the rest of the garrison surrendered. Bugwhunt 
Sing agreed to dismantle his fort at the first summons. 

■ Early in March 1817, it w'as ascertained tliat Trini- 
buckjee, who had escaped from Tannah in Septeinbex 
181^ was in the Mahadeo hills, making extensive 
levies of troops and raising an insurrection in that 
quarter. The British resident, Mr. Elphinstoue, de- 
manded explanation from tlie Paisbwa, who pro- 
fessed to have sent troops to quell tlie insurgents. 
The continued preparations of Bajee Kao detennined 
thp Resident to bring matters to an issue. 

On the 3d May 1817, having heard of the insurrec- 
tion in Cuttack and of tlie communications by dawk 
^eing cut off, he determined to wait till the Gthj when, 
•not receiving further advice from the Governofe-generad, 
Mr. Elphinstoue demanded the surrender of Trin^uck- 
jec, also that three hill-forts should be delivered up as 
pledges lor his being given up. Jnslructious were 

received 
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received' from Lord Hastings oh the' l6th' May, and a isi?: 
treaty was concluded on the 7th Jihie ; by the first 
article of which Trimbuckjee Danglia was renounced. 

It was ratified by Lord Hastings on the 5th July. 

On the 8th .July 1817 Lord Hastings embarked a riiid<iines. 
second time for the Upper Provinces. The objects of 
his Lordship’s measures were the extermination of the 
predatory hordes of Pindarries from their haunts in 
Malwa, and a complete reform of the condition of 
central India (then “ the arena of a general scramble 
“ for dominion”) by removing' all inducements to pre- 
datory and ambitious adventure. 

The Governor-general took the field on the 20th 
October I8I7. The centre division of the grand army 
being assembled at Secumlcrabad, information was 
given to Scindiah of the intentions of the British 
Government*, and a note was delivered to him in 
October 1817> remonstrating with him for having 
harboured the freebooters. Discussions took place, 
the result of which was a treaty signed on the 5th 
November I8I7, and ratified on the following day, 
by which Scindiah engaged to afford every facility to 
the British troops in their pursuit of the Pindarries 
through his dominions, and to co-operate actively 
towards their, extinction. He was to furnish 5,000 
auxiliary horse for the service of the campaign j and 
his country and troops were accordingly to be re- 
garded as those of an ally. 

In the same month an engagement wjis entered 
into with- Ameer Khan, by which the territories he 
held^imder grants from the Maharajah Holkar, were 
guaranteed to him ; the British Government taking 
them under their protection, and Ameer Khan disbanding 
his army, with the exception of such portion as might 

be 
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1817; be’ jNfi9ui»iter>for ^ intenial maBag^ent •of 
iMsnonft. ■■■•■..!•:. 

-nie > On the same day that the treaty was signed^ Bajee 
Rao, the Paishwa, attacked the Pindarries and the 
British troops at Poonah. The battle of Kirked imme- 
diately followed. 

At the moment when the arrangements had beeq 
made to drive the ^ndarries out of Malwa, intelli- 
gence was received ny Sir Thomas Hislop that the 
Pnishwa had risen in arms. Lord Hastings, on 
hearing this circumstance, issued orders for Sir 
Thomas Hislop (who was proceeding towards Bom- 
bay), to adhere to the original plan laid down for the 
campaign, and to continue his advance into Malwa. 
Captain Vaughan and his brother were shortly after- 
wards murdered by the Mahrattas at Tullcegaum; 
ahd Appa Saliib, the Rajah of Nagpore, after much 
evasion, joined the confederacy of the Mahrattas. 

Nagpore. Hostilities commenced on the 2Gth November 1817, 
by the Rajah’s Arab infantry firing on the British 
picquets. On the following day Dr. Neven and Lieut. 
Clarke of the 20th infantry fell, and immediately 
afterwards Mr. Sotheby, the Resident’s first assistant. 
At the moment that the enemy w'erc seen advancing 
in great numbers, and when the prospect was most 
discouraging, the contest- having been continued for 
eighteen hours, a brilliant charge of cavalry, under 
Captain Rtzgerald, of the Bengal establishment, who 
had reserved himself within the Residency ground, 
was eminently successful in driving the enemy back, 
and is one amongst the many gallant exploits receded 
duribg the campaign. 

Strong reinlorcements were immediately ordered to 
Nagpore by Lord Hastings. Colonel Gahan and Major 

Pitman 
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Httnaa successively amved wilii/detacbmeiubs^ andooi 
the 12th December Brigadier-General DovetoUt with 
tile whole of the second division of the iwmy of the 
Deccan. 

On the 15th December 1817 terms of. submissimt 
were offered to the Rajah Appa Sahib, who ultimately 
delivered himself up to Mr. Jenkins ; but the troops in 
tlie Residency and fort determined on holding out 
against our forces. An attempt oh our part to penetrate 
into the fort failed, from the want of a more sufficient 
battering train : before it arrived, tlie garrison, on the 
30th December, evacuated the fort. 

Intelligence of the Paishwa’s defection reaching the Hojk«r. 
camp of Hblkar, the reigning authorities determined 
on marcliing south, to rally round Bajee Rao, as die 
head of the Mahrattas. Negociations had been carry- 
ing on with the Regency of Holkar. On the 15th 
November 1817, Lord Hastings received an overture 
from the Regent, Tool-shee-Bhye, offering to place 
herself and young Mulhar Rao under British protection. 

It was supposed that the Bhyc wished to rid herself of 
the influence of Ameer Khan. At this moment the 
camp of Holkar w'as joined by Cheetoo, one of the 
Pindarry chieflains. 

Sir John Malcolm formed a junction with die force 
under Sir Thomas Hislop on the 12th December, and 
on the 14<th marched fromOojein towards the camp of 
Holkar. Negociadons were opened ; the Patan chiefs 
were oppased to tenns, and imprisoned the Bhye^ 
whom they shortly after murdered on the banks of the 
So<^a. 

On the 20th December Sir Thomas Hislop deter- siihMpoor. 
mined to advance, and on the 21st the battle of Ma- 
hidpoor was fought, the main attack -on tlie enemy 

being 
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1817-1818. t^^ing cntrustetl to the first division, which Sir John 
Malcolm had obtained permission to lead to the 
att^k, Lieutenant-Colonel Murray Macgregfir lead- 
ing a detachment of that division, consisting of the 
Royal Scots. The enemy were completely defeated. 
Sir John Malcolm continued the pursuit with his light 
division, and followed up the victory. Sir William 
Keir was despatched by Sir Thomas Hislop in pursuit 
of thePindarries under Cheetoo. These marauders were 
entirely subdued, and in the early part of 1818 they 
suwessively surrendered ; Nanula Khan on the Sd of 
February, to Colonel Adams ; Wasil Mahomed, at the 
camp of Scindiah, Kurreem, and Cheetoo, to Sir John 
Malcolm. 

These operations led to a peace with Holkar on the 
]^6th January 1818. 

Taiiihwa. The Paishwa, after his defeat at Poonah in Novem- 
ber, 1817» fled to Sattarali, from whence lie took a 
northerly direction ; and not being joined by the 
force which he expected, he returned to Wattoor on 
the 28th Decendier, and from thence proceeded 
on the direct road to Poonah, where Colonel llurr 
commanded. That officer having aj^plied for a rein- 
forcement, Captain Staunton, of the llombay establish- 
ment, was ordered to join him with about five hundred 
infantry and three hundred auxiliary horse.' In his 
route he fell in with the whole of the Paishwa’s force, 
amounting to twenty thousand horse and several thou- 
Korjgauin. sapd infantry, at Korygaum. An action took ])lacc, 
in which the most heroic bravery was displayed by 
Captain Staunton, .who, with his handful of men, jnic- 

ceeded in driving oft’ the enemy. Six officers and two 

* 

assistant-surgeons were all that accompanied the 
detachment: of these three were killed and two 

wounded. 
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wqunded. The fortress of Sattai'ah yiras taken pos-^ 
session of by Brigadier-General Smitli, on the lltji 
February 1818. The Paishwa had succeeded in 
evading his pursuers, and bent his course northw^d. 
Notwithstanding Appa Sahib had received sucH 
countenance and support at the hands of the Resi- 
dent at Nagpoor, it was discovered, notwithstanding 
his solemn engagement to the British Government, that 
he had held out promises of sucebur to Bajec Rao: he 
was accordingly placed under close arrest ; but con- 
trived to effect his escape in disguise on the IStli 
May, and all attempts to trace his flight were ineffec- 
tual. On the Iffth May the Paishwa sent to Sir 
John Malcolm (then at Mhow) lor the purpose of 
obtaining a personal interview } Sir John Malcolm 
declined, but despatched two of his officers with the 
vakcU to Bajce Rao. On the 31st an interview took 
place between Bajee Rao and Sir John Malcolm ; 
when propositions were made, by which Bajee Rao 
was to relinquish, for himself and successors, all right 
and title to the government of Poonah, and to proceed 
to Bepares, or any other place in ITindostan that the 
Governor-Cicneral might appoint, with a pension of 
not less than eight lacs of rupees per annum. On the 
3d June he assented to these propositions. 

Kandeish was subjugated ; and Mr. Elphinstone 
(the })resent governor) was appointed commissioner 
of the conquered territories. 

The whole of the Paishwa’s dominions were incor- 
porated with the former conquests of the British 
nation, with the exception of that part forming tlie 
depejidaut sovereignty for the Rajah of Sattiirah ; and 
Bajee Rao Bhoosla, the grandson ol‘ Ragtyee Bhoosla, 

succeeded 
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Lord 

Amherst. 


Burmese. 


Bhurtporc. 


IxX’ 

8U<;<:eeded' as 'R’ajbh iof Nagpore, in tho of - the 
fogitive Appa Sahib. 

By the political measures of Lord Hastings the 
aggressions of the Nepanlese were repressed, and a 
pehce with that kingdom concluded ; the I’indarry 
association was annihilated ; the Mahratta confederacy 
subverted, and the peace of Central India secured ; 
whilst the Company*s government was firmly esta- 
blished throttghoitt their extensive empire. 

The ‘ Marquis of Hastings quitted the government 
of' India in January 1823. In August of that year 
Lord Amherst reached Calcutta as Governor-General. 
The i^gressions of the Burmese led to the manifesto of 
the Supreme Government on the 24th February 1824. 
Hostilities iinmetiiately commenced: the seaport of 
Rangoon was taken on the 11th May, by a force under 
Major-General Sir Archibald Campbell. Prome was 
occupied on the 26th April 1825. The operations at 
Meady took place on the 1st, 2d, and 5 th December 

1825, when the Burmese, after a brave defence, were 
completely defeated ; in consequence of which a pre- 
liminary treaty was entered into on the .‘3d January 

1826, at Patanagoh. The principal articles of tlie treaty 
were the cession of Assam and its dependencies, of tlie 
four districts of Arracan, and tlie provinces on the 
coast of Tennasserim. The time granted for the re- 
ceipt of the ratification of the treaty having expired 
on the 18th January, and the Burman chiefs contininng 
to act with base duplicity -and cvsision, no alternative 
appeared to be left to the commander of the forces- 
but renewal of hostilities, which took place on tlie IQtli, 
and was attended with the complete defeat of the 
enemy and the capture of Melloun. 

In the early part of 1825, during the operatSdns 

against 
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against tibe Biinnese, tite of tite Bengal isasvwgs; 

veniment was drawn to the proceedings at Bhisrtpbre^ 
where Dooijun Sal, aided by his brother Madoo Sing, 
attempted to usurp the right of Bulwunt Sing, their 
cousin, who was a minor and rightful heir to Buldoo 
Sing, the deceased llajah. All exertions and intreaties 
on the part of the Resident, Sir Charles Metcalfej to 
induce Doorjun Sal to abstain from the course which 
he was pursuing proving fruitless, offensive operations 
were resolved on ; and General Lord Combermere, who 
arrived in Bengal as commander-in*chief in October 
18^, proceeded to Bhiirtpore to take the command in 
person of 25,000 of the finest troops of tlie Bei^al 
army, together with a heavy and well-formed battering 
train and other ordnance. The batteries were erected 
and opened against the outw'orks on the 25th De* 
cember ; approaches were made, and operations carried 
on until the 18th of January, on which day, aRer 
a most vigorous defence on the part of the enemy, the 
breaches were carried by storm, and the fortress sur- 
rendered unconditionally. Doorjunt Sal was made 
prisoner in an attempt to escape, together with his 
wife, two sons, and a bundled and sixty chosen horse. 

This satisfactory intelligence was received in London 
on the 29th May 1826. The ample preparations 
which were made to effect the reduction of Bhurtpore, 
left little doubt as to the result. Its fall is important, 
as it will tend to efface the impression created in the 
minds of tlie natives by the ilLsuccess which attended 
the four attempts made in 1805 to storm that fort, 
when the loss of the British army amounted to between 
three and four thousand men. 

• , - - - 

ITie foregoing outline does not touch upon the va- 
rious 
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rious measures involved m the interior administration 
of India. Tlie extent and importance of the subjects 
connected with that branch of the Government may, 
in some degree, be inferred from the documents 
which have, from time to time, been laid before Par- 
liament, land, also, at various periods, printed for the 
information, of the Projirietors and the public. 
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ACCOUNTS. 


the Charter of King William in 1688, the Company are 
required to lay before the Privy Council, in the month of 
C^ctober in each year, an account of all the goods exported, 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain. By 
the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 52 (1793), a general statement of the 
Company’s affairs, both at home and abroad, is to be annu- 
ally laid before Parliament. Under the 64th section of the 
Act of the 53d Geo, III, cap. 155 (1813), the Company are 
required to keep distinct accounts of their territorial, poli- 
tical, and commercial affairs, and the Court of Directors were 
to frame a plan for such an arrangement of their accounts, 
for the approbation of the Board of Commissioners for the 
Affairs qf India. This plan was approved by the Board on the 
30th June 1814, and was laid before Parliament on the 9th 
of May 1816, pursuant to an order of the House of Com- 
mons. An account of the Court’s proceedings under the Act 
of the 57th Geo. Ill, cap. 120 (1817), authorizing the Com- 
pany to grant additional allowances to owners of certain ships, 
•is to be laid before Parliament. 

The By-laws of the Company arc noticed in every case 
immediately after the of Parliament. 


LAWS. 

ZV/V// CouftciL 

(1) A true account and inventory to ho ilelivcred to the Privy 
Council in the month of October in each year, of the goods exported, 
the growth and produce of England. 

r. 


Ch. 16.0S. 
Wm. a. 


Principal 
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LAWS. 

Cli. 1698. 
Win. 3. 

1771. 

21 Geo. 3, 
c. 65. 

§ 16. 


1793. 

33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52. 

§ 126. 
18M. 

54 Geo. 3, 
c. 36, 


Principal and additiontd Stock. 

(2) A book of account of the principal and additional stock to 
be kept by an accomptant, and to be by him attested on oath, if re- 
quired. 

(3) The Directors shall cause copies of the ac- Directors to lay 
counts, directed to be made up for Parliament, to be copies of said 
laid before the General Court of Proprietors to be 

holden next ailer the same shall be so made up. 

Parliament y Accounts for. 

W And be it further enacted, that the Court of , 

. 1 • 1 . Uiroctorsto lay 

Directors of the said Company shall, within tlie first before rarliament 
fourteen sitting days next aficr the \st day of May in t yearly nc- 
every year^ lay before both Houses of l^irliament an 
account, made up according to the latest advices which shall have 
been received, and with as much accuracy as the nature of the case 
will admit, of the annual produce of the revenues of the British terri- 
tories in India, distinguishing the same under the respective heads 
thereof, at each of their several presidencies or settlements, with the 
amount of their sales of goods and stores within the limits of their 
exclusive trade, and of all their annual disbursements within the said 
limits, distinguishing the same under the respective heads thereof, 
together with the latest estimate of the same, and also the amount of 
their debts abroad, with the rates* of interest they respectively carry, 
and the annual amount of such interest, the state of their effects at 
each presidency or settlement, and in China, consisting of cash and 
bills in their treasuries, goods and stores, and debts owing to the said 
Company, according to the latest advices which shall have been re- 
ceived thereof; and also a list of their several establishments in India, 
and other parts wdthin the limits of their exclusive trade, and the 
.salaries and allowances payable by the said Company in respect 
thereof : And also another annual account, made up to the first day 
of May next preceding the delivery thereof to Parliament, containing 
the amount of the proceeds of the sale of the goods anil mer- 
chandizes of the said Company in Great Britain, and of their com- 
mercial and other receipts, charges, and payments in Great Britain, 
under the several heads thereof, together with an estimate of the same 
for the current year, and a statement of their bond debts and simple 
contract debts, with the rates of interest they respectively carry, and 
the amount of such interest, and the state of the cash remaining in 
their treasury, and other effects appertaining to the Company in Great 
Britain or afloat; and if any new or increased salaries, establish- 
ments, or pensions, payable in Great Britain, shall have been granted 
or created within the preceding year, the particulars thereof shall be 
specially stated and inserted at the foot.of such account. 


Srjmrallon 
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Separatum of Accountx. LAWS. 

Directors to or- passing of this act, the said 

cJer distinct ac- Court of Directors of the said Company shall, and 53 Geo. 5, 
counts to be kept f|jgy Jiereby required to direct and order, that the <*• 

rial, political, and books ot account of the said Company at their several 
commercial af- presidencies and settlements in India, at their factory 
Inir*a"pIun*for China, at tlic island of St. Helena, and in all other 
such an arrange- places, as well abroad as in England, be so kept and 
ment of tiicir ac- arranged, as that the same shall contain and exhibit 
lioard, for their the receipts, disbursements, debts, and assets apper- 
approbatioii. taining to or connected with the territorial, political, 
and commercial branches of their affairs respectively; and that 
the same shall be made up in such manner, that the said books 
.shall contain and exhibit the accounts ol* the territorial and political 
departments separately and distinctly from such as appertain to or arc 
connected with the commercial branch of their affairs; and the said 
Court of Directors are hereby required, forthwith after the passing of 
this act, to prepare a plan for an arrangement of the accounts of the 
said Company in the manner aforesaid, and to submit the same to the 
said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, for their appro- 
bation ; and it shall be lawful for the said Board of Commissioners 
from time to time to make such alterations and amendments therein, 
and such additions thereto, as they shall think fit ; which said plan, 
so approved, altered, amended, or added to by the said Board of Com- 
missioners, the said Court of Directors shall direct and order to be 
carried into execution. (I'/iis plan was approved ^iithJunc 1811, and 
laid b(fore Parliament 9th Mai/ 1816.) 

Tlie principle to (b) And bc it further cuactcd, that the several ac- 

be attended to in counts required by the said Act of the Parliament .'13 Gfo. a, 
Great Britain of the thirty-third year of his pre- «’• 
liamcnt. sent Majesty, to be annually laid before both Houses 

.33 Geo. 3, c. 52. Qf Parliament, shall bc henceforth nrenared and ar- 


!aidl>efore ^ Great Britain of the thirty-third year of his pre- * 
liamcnt. sent Majesty, to be annually laid before both Houses 

.33 Geo. 3, c. 52. Qf Parliament, shall bc henceforth prepared and ar- 
ranged in conformity to the principles of separation herein-before 
directed, of the territorial and political branch from the commercial 
branch of the affairs of the said United Company. 

(7) Regulations made by several Governors in India under 37 Goo. j 
lil, cap. 112; 39 and 10 Geo. Ill, cap. 79; and 47 (ieo. HI, Sess. 

2, cap. 68 ; to bc laid annually with accounts before Parliament. 

(8) Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India may require 
accounts to bc prepared by Directors. 

Alloxmnccs to Ship-Oxkmcrs. 

(9) Accounts of the Court’s proceedings relative to the grant of isir. 

additional allowances to the owners of certain shins to be laid before 
Parliament. • 

H 2 Pine- 





ACCOUNTS. 


LAWS. Prize-Money, 

1830. ( 10 ) Accounts of unclaimed shares of prize-money belonging to 

l& 3 ,Geo, 4 , soldiers or sailors in the Company's service to be delivered to the 


Company on oath. 


BY-LAWS. 


Chap. 1, Accounts^ generali Books of, to be balanced yearly to 30th April. 

§ 4. Accounts laid before Parliament to be laid before General Court. 

§ 10. Accounts to pass Court of Directors quarterly. 

§ 6, 7, & 8. Exports and Payments^ Accounts of, to be kept by clerks to 

Committee of Shipping and Buying. 

§ 9. Freight and DemorngCy Account of each ship to be kept in 
Freight Office. 

§ 2 . Indian Booh to be balanced yearly to 30th April and sent home. 

§ 3 . Nett Proceeds uf Sales, Duties on Private Trade, and Application of 

all Nett Profits, Account of, to be laid before General Court annually. 


§ ij. Receipts and Payments, Accountant, his deputy, or j)crson keep- 
ing journal, to examine all, fourteen days after every month. 

§ 5 . State (f Company's affairs per computation to 30th April, to 

be laid before Quarterly General Court in the month of December 
following at latest. 

Chap. 6, Superannuations to officers and servants, to be laid belbre the 
§ General Court. 
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At the period of the French revolution the influx of fo- 
reigners W41S great; aiitl, as many of them had conducted tlieni- 
selves in sucli a manner as to justify suspicion of their inten- 
tions, Government deemed it expedient, for the security of 
Great Britain, to submit a bill to Parliament, containing va- 
rious ])roposed legislative provisions relative to Aliens. Lord 
Grenville accordingly, on the I9th December 1793, brought a 
bill into the House of Lords for that purpose. The bill was 
considered an extraordinary measure,, but the country was in a 
situation to render extraordinary' measures necessaiy. llcfe- 
rence was made to tlui reign of Queen Elizabeth, when tlie 
overgrown power of Philip the Second agitated and alarmed 
every surrouiuling nation. It was asserted that many seditious 
writings, as well as forces and secret emissaries, were at work. 
In the Lords, the bill was su]>ported by tlu*. Dukes of Leeds, 
liiclimond, and PortlamI, and Lords Carlisle, Spenser, Stor- 
mont, Hawkesbiiry, lA>ugliborough, and Grenville ; and op- 
posed by the Duke of Norfolk, Lords Lansdowiie, Guildford, 
aiul Lauderdale ; — it passed without a division. 

In tlie House of Commons the measure wits more fully 
discussed. Mr. Dundas, on the second reading, statt‘d that many 
of the foreigners wlio had fled from their country, were liable 
to suspicion, and had been engaged in those viay transac- 
tions of cruelty and outrage, which he was confident none 
could defenil ; it became matter of still more serious consi- 
deration, since there luul been found men in this country so 
infatuated, as to have adopted tlu)se very principles which in 
the country where they originated had overthrow’n the con- 
stitution, and were inimical to the principles of every go- 
vernment. On the occasion of this debate, Mr. Uurke made 
his celebrated speech ; in the course of which he adverted to 
three tliousauil daggers having been manufactured at Ihriniiig- 

li 3 ham. 



G 


ALIENS. 


hiuii, and to enforce liis account threw down one of them on 
the floor of the House, and bid tlieni look to it as a sample of 
the fruits to be obtained by an alliance with France, exclaim- 
ing, at the same time, that he would to the utmost of his 
pt>w'er keep French infection from our country, their principles 
from our minds, and their daggers from our hearts. It was 
likewise supported by Mr. Pitt, but opposed by Mr. Fox. 
The measure was carried. 

The act of tlie 33d Creo. Ill, cap. 4, commonly called 
the Alien Act, w’as accordingly passetl, by which masters of 
ships arriving from foreign ports, under certain penalties, 
were required to report the number and names of every 
foreigner on board to the custom-housci officers. Justices and 
others w’erc appointed to grant passj>orts to such aliens ; 
power w'as given to the King to restrain and send them 
out of the kingdom, on pain of transportation, and, on their 
return, of death. Aliens were required to give in an account 
of tlie arms wliich they possessed, and, if necessary, to surren- 
der them ; neither coidd they proceed from one part of the 
kingdom to anotlier wiihoiii a passport. Amendments were 
made in the 34th Geo. III. The act was continued in a mo- 
dified shape, after the peace of AmieJis in 1801, and that of 
Paris in 1814. The .56th Geo. III. was the last act which 
passed on the subject : as connected w ith the United Kingdom : 
it has been designated iis the Peace Alien Act. 

As respects the British possessions in India, a circumstance 
arising out of the case of two Roman Catliolic priests w'ho had 
incurred the censure of their diocesan, and were subsequently 
suspended by him from their functions as priests, at St. Thome, 
caused tlie subject to be discussed at Madras in the year 1814. 
It was determined tliat the priests should be required to 
depart from the C'oinpany’s territories. They refused to obey 
the order; in consequence of which they were taken into 
custody under an order of Government. A writ of habeas 
corpus having been obtained, the parties were brought before 
the Supreme Court, where the Advocate-General contended, 
that the Government possessed the power of seizing and de- 
porting aliens. He was opposed by Mr. Gahagun ; the Chief 
Tiisticc, ill expressing his opinion, observed that it might 

be 
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be desirable that Government should have such power, under 
proper modifications, particularly looking forward to the 
possible restitution of the foreign settlements in the neigh- 
bourhood upon tlie approaching peace; but, however desi- 
rable, it did not appear to him that we possessed it, and 
therefore the party must be discharged. The other two judges 
concurred in such opinion, and the priests were discliargcd 
accordingly. 

Tlie subject was brought to the notice of the authorities in 
England ; and in the following session of I^irliainent an act 
was passed, by which tlie Indian (joverninents were respec- 
tively empowered to remove persons not being British subjects, 
under the following provisions. 


L A W S. 

Aliena. 

Kcmovjilorpor- IM Whereas it is expedient that the several govern- 
sons not btiug ments in the East-Indies sliould be enabled to prevent 
Ijriusli Mi!)joots. Qf foreign states from residing or sojourn- 

ing within the British territories there, against the consent of such 
governments respectively; be it further enacted, that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the Governor-General in Council, and 
to and for the (iovernor in Council or chief officer for the time 
being of any presidency, or of any place not being subordinate to 
any; presidency under the . government of the United Company of 
Merchants ol* Ihigland trading to the East-Indies, to cause notice in 
writing to lie given to any person, not being a native ol' any part of 
the British territories in India, or within the limits of the cliarter ol' 
tlie said United Company, other than such natural-born subjects of 
his Majesty as may from time to time lawfully resort to or reside in 
the East-Indies, to remove himself or herself from such presidency, or 
f'rom all or any part of the British territories in tlie ICast-Indies, as 
may be deemed ex])edient, w ithin a time to be limited by such notice : 
and in case any such person shall not obey such notice, then it shall 
and may be lawful to and for the Govcrnor-tiencral in Council or 
Governor in Council or other chief officer (as the case may be) of the 
place where such person shall be found, to cause such person to be 
apprehended and brought before the court of civil or criminal judi- 
cature, to the jurisdiction wdicreof such place may be subject ; and 
upon proof being made upon oath to the satisfaction of such court, by 
any credible witness swearing to his knowledge or belief, stating the 
ground of such belief, that such person is an alien and ihc subject of 
a foreign slate, and that such notice as ulbresaid has been served on 

n 1 such 
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LAWS, such per:son, cither personally or by leaving the same at his dwelling- 
house, unless such person shall prove that he is a natural-borii subject 
of his Majesty authorized to reside in India, or a native of the British 
territories in India, or within the limits of the charter of the Com- 
pany, for the making which proof, reasonable time and opportunity 
shall be allowed by the said court, such person shall be remanded by 
the said court into the custody of the Governor-General, Governor, or 
chief officer, who shall, as soon as may be, cause such person to be 
removed, in such manner as his or her rank, state, and condition in 
life shall require, by the first convenient opportunity, to the country 
or place to which he or she shall belong if he or she shall be willing 
to go thereto, or otherwise to such country or place as the Governor- 
General, Governor, or officer by whose authority he or she shall have 
been apprehended or shall be detained, shall be of opinion shall be 
most proper, regard being had to the convenience of the person to be 
removed, and the peace and security of the British territories in the 
East-Indies, and of the allies of his Majesty and the East-India 
Company, and of any neighbouring princes or states ; and in the 
meantime, and until such person can be conveniently and properly 
removed, it shall and may be lawful to detain him or her in such cus- 
tody, or under such guard as the person by whose authority he or she 
shall have been apprehended, or shall be detained shall sec fit and 
necessary, so as that the person detained may be put to as little incon- 
venience as shall be, consistent with the object of liis or her detention ; 
and in case any such person, having removed him or herself in pursu- 
ance of any such notice, or having been so removed, shall again wil- 
fully return to any country or place from which he or she shall have 
had notice to remove, without the consent of the Government or chief 
officer of the place to which he or she shall so return, it shall and may 
be lawful to and for the Governor-General in Council, or Governor in 
Council, or chief officer of the place where such person shall be 
found, to cause such person to be apprehended and detained in safe 
custody, until he or she shall be discharged out of custody, upon 
such terms and conditions as the Govcrnor-Cicncral in Council, Go- 
vernor in Council, or other chief officer at the place where he or she 
shall be detained, shall deem sufficient for the peace and security of 
the British territories, and of the allies of his Majesty and of the East- 
India Company, and of the neighbouring princes and states. 


1815. 
55 Geo. 
V. 84, 
§7. 


Warrant for A'ppy'chension. 

(2) It shall be lawful to carry into execution any Warrant or au- 
w^rrant or authority fur the apprehension, detention, tliority for ap- 
or removal of any such person or persons as aforesaid, P*'*-*!*®"^**^"* 
notwithstanding he, she, or they may be in custody, or delivered to 
bail, or in execution on any civil process, and notwithstanding any 
license, privilege, or j)rolcctioii whatsoever, any law, statute, or usage 
to the contrary notwithstanding : provided alway&, that no British suh- 

jeet. 
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ject, nor any native of the British territories in IndiOf or within the 
limits of the charter of the said Company, shall be apprehended, de- 
tained, or removed, by virtue of any of the provisions herein con- 
tained, nor shall any thing herpin contained in anywise alter or affect 
any law or statute under or by virtue of which any British subject 
may resort to or is restrained from resorting to the East-Indies : pro- 
vided also, that it shall not be laiii^ul to apprehend, detain, or remove 
any person being the subject of any foreign state, under or by virtue 
of this act, in any way inconsistent with any treaty made or to be 
made by his Majesty or the £ast-India Company, and to the benefit 
of which such person sIiqII be entitled. 


LAWS. 
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AMERICA. 


In Uic same year (1765) that tlie policy observed by Great 
Britain towards her North-Anierican colonies, extending at 
that time from the Greenland Sea to the mouths of the 
Mississippi, led to the separation of the Thirteen States from 
the mother country, we have to record the acquisition, under 
the Easl-Iiidia Company, of the Dewanny, in Bengal, which 
laid the foundation of that extensive cmj)ire in the East, from 
whence we have derived such important political and com- 
mercial advantages. 

The original introduction of the Stamp Act into America, 
and the measures consequent thereon, led to a pri*diction 
that the independence of that country was not far distant. 
An assembly of delegates met at Pliiladelphia in 1774, at 
which it w’sis agreed 4,0 abstain from importing into the 'riiir- 
teen States any British goods. That measure gave rise to 
the Act of the 16th Geo. Ill, wliicli proliibited all inter- 
course with ihe revolted countries either in British or neutral 
ships. 

In 1775, Congre.ss declared the Thirteen United States to 
be free and independent, ami their ports open to vessels oJ* 
all nations. At that period the incursions of the American 
privateers were so daring, that it became necessary to appoint 
convoy for the purpose of ])rotccting the linen trade with 
Ireland. 

Plenipotentiaries w'erc dispatclied from America to the 
several European courts of Germany, France, Spain, and 
Prussia, to solicit their assistance. A treaty of friendship and 
alliance between France and America was signed at Paris on 
the 6th February 1778, by which, in the event of England 
breaking peace with France, in consequence of the saiil 
treaty, the latter power aiul America wx*re to make it a 
common cause. A declaration was sent by France to the 

British 
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Britisih Court, giving notice of the treaty, and expressing a 
iiope that the harmony which subsisted between the two 
kingdoms might not be disturbed; at the same time stating, 
lliat the King of France was determined to protect the com- 
merce of his subjects and to maintain the dignity of his flag ; 
and had, in consequence, taken eventual measures in concert 
with the United States. 

Immediately after this declaration, the British ambassador 
was recalled from France, upon which the French ambassador 
left London. 

Those occurrences were shortly followed by a declaration 
of war on the part of Spain against Great Britain. 

A iiegociation had been carried on between America and 
the Dutch, with the intention of framing a treaty, to be 
termed “ the ITnion of the Twenty States,” viz. the seven 
Dutch and thirteen American. The discovery of the fact, 
which was not made till 1780, led to a rupture with the Dutch; 
and thus w'^as Grciit Britain involved in hostilities with the four 
great maritime pow'ers — hVance, Spain, Holland, and Ame- 
rica. In the manifesto, dated St. James’s the 20th December 
1780, is the following passage: In x\m^ East^ Indies the sub- 
“ jects of the States-Gcneral, in concert with France, have 

endeavoured to raise up enemies against us.” 

The secret treaty before alluded to between the Dutch and 
Americans was publicly ratified in 1782. In that year the 
nation had become earnestly desirous of peace : and the sub- 
j ligation of America appeared to be a vain attempt. Mr. 
Grenville w’^as according!}^ sent to Paris with full authority 
to treat with all the powers allied iigainst Great Britain, 
including an acknowledgment of the independence of the 
United States. A })rovisional treaty with America was 
signed at Paris on the 30th November; in the month of 
January in the following year (1783), preliminary treaties 
of peace between France, Spain, and Great Britain, were 
signed, and that with the Dutch in the month of Sep- 
tember. 

The French ports of Dunkirk and L’Oiient, Bayonne, 
and Marseilles, were permitted to remain free ports: prin- 
cipally wiili the view of retaining ;us much as possible the 

Anil ricau 
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American trade: the vessels of the United States were like- 
wise permitted to touch at the French islands of" Mauritius 
and Bourbon, for the purpose of disposing of and fnirchasing 
Indian produce. 

In the year 1784^ the first American ^ vessel with East-India 
goods arrived at New York ; in the following year the Ameri- 
can flag was first displayed at Canton in a vessel from Bal- 
timore. Teas, china-ware, &c., were imported by her into 
the United States. 

In the year 1789, the American ship Cliipteipeake was allowed 
to enter the Ganges on favourable terms, arid the intercourse 
continued without material interruption till tlie war broke out 
between Great Britain and France in 1793. The latter power 
attempted to procure the produce of her West-India pos- 
sessions on neutral bottoms, and the flag of the United States 
was made available for that purpose. An Order in Council 
was issued for securing and detaining all vessels having on 
board the produce of the French colonies. This meiusure led 
to the detention of so many ships belonging to Americans, 
that Congress laid an embargo, in 1794,* upon all British 
vessels then in their ports, and despatched M. Say to seek 
at the hands of the British Government redress of the griev- 
ances complained of on the part of the citizens of the United 
States. 

The explanation afforded to that gentleman by the Britisli 
Government, through Lord Grenville, then secretary of state 
for foreign affairs, paved the way for the treaty of amity, 
commerce, and navigation, which was signccl by that noble- 
man and M. Say in November 1794. By tlic thirteenth 
article of the treaty, American vessels were to be admitted 
and hospitably received into, all the ports of the British 
territories in the East-Indies, and to be allowed to trade in 
all articles, the importation or exportation of which were 
not prohibited, paying only the same tonnage duties as were 
paid by British ships on entering the ports in America like- 
wise the same duties on goods imported or exported by them, 
as ^were paid on the like goods imported or exported in 
British vessels. The Americans were to carry the articles 
exported by them from the British ports in India to America 

only ; 
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only; and when Oreat-Britain was engaged in war, they 
were not. to export any military or naval stores without the 
sanctipn of the British authorities in India* Neither were 
they to enter into the coasting trade of India, or to settle in 
the British territories, or to travel into the interior, without 
the permission of the Government at each place. 

To this treaty, which was confirmed by the act of the 
37th Geo. Ill, cap. 97; to the belligerent state of Europe; 
and to the neutral character possessed by the Americans, 
which enabled them to navigate more cheaply, more expedi- 
tiously, and with ’^^'cater safety than the British merchant, 
is to be attributed their advantage and success in the Indian 
trade. 

The provisions of the 37th Geo. Ill, cap. 97, were conti- 
nued by subsequent acts to the year 1808. The resistance 
by the American frigate Chesapeake to a search for British 
deserters having occasioned the loss of some lives, a prohi- 
bition was issued by the American Government against British 
armed vessels entering the harbours and waters of the United 
States. In March 1809 the Non-Intercourse Act with Great 
Britain and France was passed. In 1811 the act prohibiting 
the importation of British manufactures or merchandize took 
place; and in June 1812 war was declared against Great-Bri- 
tain, which continued until December 1814; on the 24th of 
which month a treaty of peace was signed between the British 
and American plenipotentiaries at Ghent. A convention of 
commerce was signed on the 3d July 1815, the provisions of 
which were to continue for four years from that date; the 
third article of which provides as follow’s : 

‘‘ His Britannic Majesty agrees that the vessels of the United 
States of America shall be admitted, and hospitably received 
“ at the principal settlements of the British dominions in the 
‘‘ East-Indies, tnz. Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and Prince of 
Wales’. Island; and^ that the citizens of the said .United 
‘‘ States may freely carry on trade bctw’eeu the said principal 
settlements and the said United States, in all articles of 
“ which the importation and exportation respectively, to and 
“ from the said territories* shall not be entireh’^ prohibited : pro- 
vided only, that it shall not be lawful for tluMn, in any time ol 

‘‘ w’ar 
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‘‘war between the British Govemm^ilit Andvany; fetaje ‘or 
“ Power whatever, to export from the «aaid tJjrj^itoriesJ^ witlv" 
“ but the special permission of the British t3k>reriiitie|ltjr VAy ^ 
“ military stores, or naval stores,^ or rice. The cki'ze'na ^ Ae 
“ United States shall pay for their vessels, wlieii>.adraitteji]^ mo ' 
“ higher or other duty op charge than^all be poyabl^ oil die 
“ vessels of the most favoured European nations; aftd they 
shall pay no higher or other duties or chafes on the im|for- 
tation or exportation of the cargoes of th(j said than 

shall be payable on the same articles, when, tthpotted or 
‘‘ exported in the vessels of the ^ most favoured Eiftopean 
‘‘ nations. / 

“ But it is expressly agreed, that the vessels of the United 
“ States shall not carry any articles from the said principal 
“ settlements to any port or place, except to some port or 
“ place in the United States of America where titfe saihe shall 
‘‘ be unladen. , 

It is also understood, that the perini.ssion granted by this • 
article is not to extend to allow the vessels of the Unitcnl 
“ States to carry on any part of the coasting trade of tlie said 
“ British territories ; but the vessels of the United Stattis hav - 
ing, in the first instance, proceeded to one of the said priii- 
cipal settlements of the British dominions in the East>Indies, 

‘‘ and then going with their original cafgoe.s' to any part 
‘‘ thereof, from one of the said principal settlements to ano- 
thcr, shall not be considered as carrying on the coasting 
trade. The vessels of the United States may also touch 
‘‘ for refreshment, hut not for coniinerce, in the course of 
“ their voyage to or from the British territories in ^Indiu, or 
to or from the dominions of the Emperor of China, at the 
“ Cape of Good Hope, the i.sland of St. Plelena, or such 
‘‘ other places as may be in the possession of Great- Britain, 
in the African or Indian seas; it being well understood tliut 
in all tliat regards tliis article, the ^citizens of the United 
States shall be subject, in all respects, to the laws and 
‘‘ regulations of the British Government, from time to time 
established. 

Art. IV. It shall he free for eifch of the two contracting 
“ parties respectively to appoint consuls, for the protection of 

‘‘ trade, 
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‘‘ tnider i<h reside, in the doiiiinions and territories of the other 
h|it before toy consul shall act as such, he shall, in 
tfae ^ViH form, be approved and admitted by the govern- 
ln6|qit4o whioHjsie is sent; and it is hereby declared, that in 
ca$e, of, illegal or improper conduct towards the laws or 
governni^ntb.pf the edhntry to which he & sent, such consul 
** may«€&tlier be punished according to law, if the laws will 
** .r0ach\the case,^r be sent back, the offended government 
** assighipg^o the pther the rjeasons for the same. 

It is. hereby declared,, that either of the contracting par- 
ties may except fi#n the residence of consuls such particular 
“ places as such party shall judge fit to be so excepted.” 

On the 20th of October 1818, a further convciilion was 
signed, explanatory of and arranging the differences which 
had arisen respecting liberty claimed by the United States for 
the inhabitntits diereof to take, dry, and cure fish, &c., on 
certiiin coasts, bays, harbours, and creeks of his Britannic 
Majesty’s dominions. By this convention, the term of four 
years, to which that of 1815 was confined, was extended to 
the term of ten years from the said 20th October 1818. 

The act of the 59th Geo. Ill, cap. 54, was passed to 
carry iiitP cllect the provisions of the convention ; by the sixth 
section of Which American vessels arc permitted to clear out 
from any port ill tnfe United Kingdom for the British settle- 
ments in the East-Indies, subject to the same regulations as 
British vessels. 


L A W S. 

Vessels of Afilie- (i) -^*^^1 whereas it is expedient that vessels built 
rican-built al- in tlic Countries belonging to the United States of 
IniTlbr ^JHtish or any of them, or condemned as prize there, 

settlements in and being owned and navigated as hereinbeforc-nien- 
*“‘**“- tinned,* should be allowed to clear out from any part of 

the United Kingdom, for the principal settlements of the British domi- 
nions in the East-Indies, viz. Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and Prince of 
Wales’ Island, with any articles which may be legally exported from the 
United Kingdom to the said settlements in British-built ships ; be it 
therefore enacted, that all vessels built in the said United States of 
America, or any of them, or condemned as prizes there, and being 

owned 

* minster and lluve-foiirlhs of tho miinnors lo lie of ihr •'.lid states. 


1819 . 

:»«J Geo. .T, 

V. .'it, § t>. 
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LAWS, owned and navigated as herein-before mentioned, shall be aIlo\iTd to 
clear out from any port of the United Kingdom for the followin||j prin- 
cipal settlements of the British diominions in the East-Indies, vik. Cal- 
cutta, Madras, Bombay, and Prince of Wales* Island, with any goods, 
wares, or merchandize, which may be legally exported (rom the 
United Kingdom tb^the said settlements in British-built vessels, sub- 
ject to the like rule# and regulations, restrictions,, penalties, and for- 
feitures as are now by law Imposed upon the exportation of such 
goods to the said settlements in BritiSh-built ships, uny law, custom, 
or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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By the l.Otli of Win. 111. a hew East-ludia Company was 
established ; tlie union between the old and the new Companies 
took place in 1702. The fiew Company had advanced to the 
Government, at the time of tlieir incorporation, the sum of 
X2, 000, 000, at eight per cent, interest, payable quarterly ; in 
1708 the Joint Company lent a further sum of £1,200,000 
without interest : thus tlie loan to Government was £3,201^000, 
bearing an interest on the whole of £5 per cent. In 1730, 
the Company consenting to the interest being reduced from 
five to four per cent., and paying the sum of £200,000 to the 
public, the exclusive trade was^ontinued to them until 1766. 
In 1744 the Company agreed to lend £1,000,000 at three per 
cent, to the Government, on their exclusive trade being con- 
tinued to 1783. In 1749 the Company consented to a re- 
duction in the interest on the £4,200,000 from four to three 
per cent., on condition that they were empowered to raise 
money towards the discharge of their bond debt by the sale of 
three per cent; annuities to the amount of the debt du6 from 
the public to the Company. Hie sum of £2,992,440. 5s« was 
raised, the dividends on which were paid at the East-Ihdia 
House, Government allowing the Company £1,687 per annum 
for charges of management : these, together with £1,207,559. 
15^., beiiijg the residue of the debt of £4,200,000 from the 
public, form the East-India Annuities, which, by the Act of 
the 3|td Geo. Ill, cap. 47, were placed under the management 
of the Bank, and engrafted on the Three per Cent. Reduced 
Annuities. By the same Act the Company was allowed to 
increase their capital stock from five to six niilliQns. 
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The right of appeal forms a most important part of every 
well-ilevisetl system of legal administration; it guards agaimst 
the injury which might be inflicted by unjust decisions of 
inferior courts of })rimarv jurisdiction, whether arising from 
error in judgment or any less venal cause, at the same time 
that it is calculated to maintain regularity and enforce duty. 
In England, appeals lie from the lowest court, as well as 
from Courts Baron and County Courts, to the Courts of 
Record at Westminster : and from those courts and the 
Court of Chancery to the one great court of appeal, the 
House of Lords, which is described by Blackstone in tlic 
following terms : ‘‘ it is the last resort, in matters both of law 
and equity, and which will, therefore, take care to preserve 
an uniformity and equilibrium among all the inferior juris- 
dictions — a court composed of prelates, selected for their 
piety, and of nobles, advanced to that honour for their 
“ personal merit, or deriving both honour and merit from an 
** illustrious train of ancestors, who are fi)rmcd by their edu- 
“ cation, interested by their proj)erly, and bound upon their 
“ conscience and honour to be skilled in the laws of their 
country.” 

IS Geo. 3, The act of 1773, commonly called the Regulating Act, 
authorized the €»stablishment of a Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture for the administration of British laws in India, and 
provided at the same lime for investing the Governor General 
§ 3f>. and Council with pow'crs to make such rules, ordinances, and 
regulations for the good government of the Company’s pos- 
21 Geo.o, sessions as they might judge to be expedient. By the Expla- 
natory Act of 1781, the jurisdiction of tlie Supreme Court 
was more accurately defined, with a reservation of the laws 
and usages of the natives.— ( F?Vfe Courts of Judicature.) ‘ ^ ^ • 

Many rules and orders were passed by Government frt>tljt 
1772 ; but it was not until 1793 that the existing code of regu- 
lations 
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lations for the administration of justice in the provinces sub- 
ject to the presidency of Fort William was introduced. The 
Regulations for Madras and Bombay are likewise Iramed into 
separate codes and printed. 

Appeals lie from the inferior native courts to the Siulder 
Dewanny Adawlutj* and from thence to tlie King in Council, 
in civil suits, the value of which shall be £5,000, or upwards. 

By the act of 1813, British subjects in suits commenced o.jGco. s, 
against them in any subordinate civil or revenue court of jus- 
tice, instead of appealing to the Siidder Dewanny Adawlut, 
may appeal to the Supreme Court. Appeals lie from the Su- 
preme Courts , of Judicature to the King in Council. No 
appeal is to be allowed unless the petition for that pur- 
pose is preferred within six months from the day of pro- 
nouncing the judgment or determination complained of. In 
appeals from Bengal and Madras, tlie value of the matter in 
dispute must exceed 1,000 pagodas; and from Bombay, 3,000 
rupees. 

It has already been observed that, by the act of 1773, the 
Governor-General and Council are empowered to make such 
regulations as they shall sec fit for the government of Fort- 
William, and the factories and places subordinate to it, such 
regulations not being repugnant to the laws of the realm; 
neither are they to have any force or effect until they have 
been duly registered and puldi.died in the Supreme Court 
of Judicature. From such rules and regulations an appeal 
lies to his Majesty in C\)uncil, who is empowered to set 
a.side or repeal such rules, &c. Notice of the ap])eal is to 
be lodged in the Supreme Court within sixty days after the 
register of the regulation; and it is open to any person in 
England to appeal, in like manner, within sixty days after the 
said I'egulation shall have been published in England. Copies 
of such rules and regulations are to be exposed in some con- 
spicuous place in the East-1 ndia House. 

A case occurred on the 13th February 1824, when Mr. 
Buckingham, the appellant, presented a petition to his Ma- 
: jt^ty in Coiiiicil iigainst a rule, regulation, and ordinance, 

c 2 issued 


♦ Chief Civil Court. 
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issued at Vort Williain on the 4th April ISSS, for regiir 
lating the press at Calcutta. 

The appeal was argued at great length on Monday, the 23d 
May 1825, before a Commission of the Lords of the Privy 
Council, consisting of 

The Earl ojt Harrowby, Lord President ; 

The Lord Chancellor, 

Lord Teighmouth, 

Lord Colchester, 

Lord Stowell, 

Lord Bexlev, 

* , . ’i- 

I^rd Gifford, Master of tlie Rolls^ 

The Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench, 

The Lord Chief Justice of the Court of Coinrnon Pleas, 

The Lord Chief Baron, 

The Right Hon. C. W. W. Wynne, 

The Right Hon. Sir John Nicoll, 

The Right lion. John Beckett, Judge- Advocate, 

The Right Hon. John Sulivnn, 

The Right H^- Sir Henry Russell, 

The Right rfort. W. H. Frcomaiitle, 

The Right Hon. Sir George Warrendcr, Bart. 

AssenHors to the Lords^ Committee^ 

His Majesty’s Attorney-General, 

His Majesty’s Solicitor-General. 

Counsel Jbr Appellant^ 

Mr. Common Serjeant, 

Mr. John Williams. 

Counsel for the EnM-India Compftny^ 

Mr. Seijeaut Bosanqi^, 

Mr. Setjeant Spankie,,: 

Mr. Broughanil 
Mr. Tindal. 

The following is ah extract from the arguments urged by 
Mr. Seijeant Bosahquet in suppci^ j»f the ordinance 

** My Lords, is it argued (for that is the way td'^tiy 
“ that the subject which^'has been considered as a fit 
“ jcct of legislation in India (the press), has, l>y the Pnrlia- 

“ ment 
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moiit of England, by any public law, been declared to be 
free and unrestricted, aiid not a fit subject for legislation 
even in England? I can find nothing of the kind; but I 
can find that» from the earliest time since printing wais 
‘‘ introduced into this toiintry . down to -the latest period, 
restrictions have been imposed by the authoridis which for 
the time were supposed to have a control over it, without 
‘‘ the aid of Parliament, and Subsequently by the Parliament 
“ itself; therefore, as I apprehend, it has been considered in 
this country as a subject not wholly ci^empted from restric- 
tion. I need not call your Lordships’ attention to the state 
of things at an early pericHl, especially in the reign of Eliza^ 
“ beth — perhaps it might be said that those restrictions w'ere 
“ imposed by a court, the authority of which is no longer 
“ admitted; but they were enforced by a court supposed to 
“ have the controlling power at that time over the subject ; 
“ and when the power of that court ’ceased, the regulations 
imposed by the Commonwealth w'ere certainly as strict, in 
all respects, as any thing that is to be foi^idf among the 
“ restrictions of the preceding reigns, or is i^w sought to be 
introiluced with respect to India. The same power of 
“ licensing every species of work, tlic sfime power of search, 
and every strict power which your Lf)rdships could well 
imagine, you w ill find in the various regiifations in Scobell. 
“ It w^oiild be a waste of your Lordshij)s' dihe to refer to them, 
particularly a^ you are well accpiaiiited with them; they 
“ occur amoiig^^,, ordinances for the years 1643, 1647, 1649, 
‘‘ and 1652, in which periods regulations were made, certainly 
“ by authority, which w’c no longer recognize, because it was 
‘‘ during the Commouw'ealth ; but no stxiher di^ the Restora- 
‘‘ tidh take place, than you find ihii^fAil th^ regulations com- 
prehended in those ordinances ^Se adopted by a statute 
®*'of Charles II, which statute w'as in force for a considerable 
** length of time. That stattule expired, arrift was again revived, 
“ and there were many discussions respe<;ting the renew'al of 
it ; but it w’as at length suflered to expire, as w^e all know, 
tile year 1697, or somewhere thereabouts. 

“ But give me leave to ask, my Lords — independently 
“ of the regulations of comparatively an ancient date, w^hether 

c 3 there 
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“ there at'ilus mbment, consistent w|ih 

** Ae' la^ ipf' restH^ons iipcm' printing, of a vwy 
high and natur^^limited* it is true, with re- , 

•** ^^t to their '^^ticulaf aubjects, but just as much the 
law of the’ltqld ak.if they e^tendi6d.to‘ any other matters? 
We all “Syios^^^hat are called' pi^rdgatiVe copies ; we 
“ know that tran^i^ons of the' Bible, that translations of the 
“ Psalms, tha.t t^. ^>ok .of i^bnitnon Prayer, the Statutes 
“ t>f the realty, and other acts of the state — 
“ that none of can be printed but under the license 

** of his Majest^^ We jkhow that the King’s printer and the 
Universities hanw.':thht privilege; and we also knOw tlmt 
“ there are rei^i^j^ns imposed by recent statutes* fipon 
** printing and pril^ng pres-ses, i^Ktending to other subjects 
“ besides those*'Wh£^'' I have particularly mentioned. Those, 

“ my liOrds, dre^'Sl^ictions -imposed by the law, because such 
“ regulations ’liave.'^^l^en found necessary, and were thought 
applicable to the;' particular exigencies which occasioned 
« them.” 

Mr. >^rjeant*iS>patikie, in support of the power of the Bengal 
Government to mak^. -gsuch regulation, made tlie following 
remarks: — 

“ I have found rn1|tarices in which, by his Majesty’s prero- 
“ gative^ cblohiaf a^ have been di.sallowed, sometimes as 
being unreasoi^lfl^ and .sometimes foc^acroaching on the 
“ royal authority ; but I find no ohjectitjp^ made to the 
“ legal compS^ence' |o enact those regulations which were 
“ necessary for the^gufety and protection of the colony, in 
“'matters, and some of a very high nature, where the law 
“ of England furnisl)ed none, or inadetpuite remedies ; the 
“ examples of of^nilf I^i^lation on w'hich, under the advice 
“ of its law officers iP tli^ particular instances, and not pass- 
“ ing gub ^lentio, arii extremely various, comprehending the 
“ subjects already ‘ftp^fied, and indeed a great variety of 
** others,: Some a^e ifather curing I recollect a casef from 
“ the island of Barbadoes, in which the legislature had gone 

vH ’ 

• 38 Geo, III, c*. 78^ and Geo. 1X1, c. 79. 

.f Cliahners, 38, 39. 
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far to : enact, th^ at any 

anction for ai> estat^ 
be imprisoned : fofr^ 

of the term of lii^ ij^ri^onmpn^ in the 

M pillory, and havjfe,his.^'i^s cut off. is pretty «ttpng; 

“.and certoinly. th^>lrfW bf ^E^n^and,^IW^ .n^ Qprrespondmg 
“ provision for such a case^ Sir 4:he. attor- 

“ ney-general of that timfe* (ITtIt), ws^'^l^hsulted abbut this 
“ and other acts of the Assembly ^ JBaicbadbes. He notices 
this act, as imposing, what, he cmls,' rather a singular, and 
“ severe punishment, for the oflcncp^^, bidding at an auction 
“ without having money to pay for d|e goods; ‘ but,* con- 
“ eludes he, ‘ as this punishment is only for those who know 
“ ‘ their ow-n inability, I have no objection to it.* ** 

“ lliis insUince may serve, and many similar might be 
“ adduced, to shew that the meaning the qualification not 
“ being repugnuriL to the law's of Engtand Is, that laws to he 
“ made by the colonial legislatures shidh not contradict the 
“ laws of England in cases for which t life law of**England has 
“ provided, for tliat would be a power repeal the laws of 
“ England, '^rhey shall not introduegj,. iuj" thing so absurd 
“ as a conjlictus leynin^ by the inferio^^ legislature enacting 
“ any thing contrary lo what the supreme legislature has 
“ enacted in the same matter. I'hey'^hall not enact any 
“ thing that is conU’adictory aiul repiignaiit to the general 
“ laws and statutes of tlie realm, mi’ant for universal appli- 
“ cati<)n, and foviiided on principles offrperniancnt imperial 
“ policy. But where the law of Kn^and is silent, where 
“ local circumstances demand local remedies, w'here the ends 
“ of good order and civil government i^equire new laws, the 
li>cal legislative jiower is competent" Id ei^cf such laws for 
“ the public safety, and the legislative aj^ithority was granted 
“ to afford a prompt and present remedy in unforeseen cases,, 
for which the hnvs of England had ppl ^provided.’* 

The following extracts a,^e also given, from the arguments 
of the learned Serjeant before the Pi;iyy Council, and thej'^ 
are entitled to every consideration froin^tho fact of Mr. Ser- 
jeaiit Spankie having resided sonic yei^s at. Calcutta, filling 
the high office of Advocate-General, consequently fully qua- 

c 4 lified 



24 


APPEALS. 


lifted to form a just ophiion as to the effects to* be anticipated 
from a free and uhr^tricted press in India. 

I think the go^rnment of India acted on solid grounds 
in establishing tl^ restraint .of printing, when they saw 
the consequences ito* !which the freedom of the press, as it 
** was exerciised in ^alautta, Vas> tending;^ What, my Lords, 
<< can you think of Shaving three or four daily papers, in a 
place which could^hurdly furnish news for a paper in the 
course of a months fill§^ with political essays and disqui* 
“ sitions? Yet, intthe rage for this novelty, daily papers 
‘^ sprang up in qll Shapes — ^^all languages. The government 
‘‘ was attacked, its ^measures arraigned, the individual mem- 
bers were attackec^ ' the judicial s}-stem was attacked, every 
department and fjffice of administration was attacked. In 
‘‘ such a society as (^ulcutta, your Lordships may conceive the 
‘‘ unsocial spirit an4 contentious habits which were produced. 

The happiness good-humour of the place were de- 

** stroyed. People imaccustomed to such contests, were irri- 
** tated by j>ublic dirges in a dt^gree hardly to be conceived 
‘‘ here. It was neCipBsary for the peace of society, my Lords, 
to adopt this rc^t^atuni, to suppress such an intolerable 
nuisance, and giv;^.;tl]e inhabitants the benefit of cpiiet and 
ordinary life. ^ 

• r 

‘‘ But, my Lords^^he inconvenience experienced by private 
society, though no slight evil, was nothing to the danger 
with which, as tl^ press was exercised, its licentiousness 
‘‘ was pregnant to-f Ae safety and permanence of the Briti.sh 
power in India. No rational man, I am convinced, can 
seriously think that, consistently with duly to itself and the 
dictates of self-preservation, the government of India could 
have allowed^^e phrestrained freedom of printing to con- 
tiiiiie. 

It is agovernmci^jfc which rules over an innumerable people, 
of a different religi4p|pf different character, of different habits, 
as di^erent in miiid as in body^^ from ourselves. They are 
** placed under puir^ inale, with nothing but power and opinion 
to protect have claims « to the allegiance of the 

peopleJT and ^j^ theit* support of our government, as belter 
than the Jjyianomedati usurpation which it has superseded ; 

‘‘ but, 
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but, with all the advantage of that cd|nparison, a foreign 
<< dominion like ours cannot be quite .seeQre^ in such a com-* 
parison, upon a question of right with thefpeople we govern 
as a conquered people, without their . their pactici- 

** pation, their natural sympathies. ^ ; . 

1 believe fhat in the government piT^^j^diavthere is the 
strongest and most sincere disposition ^^otect the person 
“ and property of every individual un46)fe:|ts rule, and to 
govern by fixed law, and not by arbil^^y;^' discretion ; but 
there is nothing that can give to the pi^le', ^^the natives of 
“ that vast empire, that strong and warm jUfection. and attach* 
inent to us which can naturally influehc^. them to rise and 
“ take up arms in our defence. The mjO^ that can be said 
for it is, that while our government l^ntinues to respect 
“ the prejudices of the natives, and to j^rfi>xm the duties of 
government in promoting their interests (purposes, on the 
whole, better secured now than for centuries of their 

** past history), the people of those cou^ries will patiently, 
contentedly submit: they will not tluflk of changing our 
‘‘ foreign dominion for national government. If, however, 
they arc taught the principles of liberty- — if they are to be 
“ taught tliat a people ought not to submit to a foreign yoke — 
‘‘ that they ought to be governed by laws of their own enact- 
ing, and to pay taxes of their own iinposiug,' by themselves 
‘‘ and their representatives, and to enjoy all the privileges of 
“ a free government : things which a free press (in the sense 
of the advocates of a free press, as cfesired by the friends 
of a free press in Indisi,) would natiirhlly have taught and 
“ enforced — tlie British government of India must give w'ay 
to sonic new’ and untried state of existence, calamitous to 
the people of that country. As matter. of argument and 
‘‘ debate, the advocates of the government of India could 
•• have little to urge in answ^er to such • topics of popular 
‘‘ seductive declamation. The people -of .India, indeed, eiyoy 
under our protection the substantial blessings of practical 
“ good government. They enjoy, without any exception, 
‘‘ the advantages of protection for person and propert}'. 

They have that which they never enjoyed before — a full 
“ sense of security for property. Tlirough your equal pro- 
tecting 
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tecling aulliorily, tliey may now be wealthy without danger, 
“ a thing almost unknown in Asiatic countries. The people 
“ now feel that perfect security, they have ceased to hoard 
“ and conceal. This is a notorious fact, and it shews, lieyoiid 
a thousand arguments, and in refutation of a thousand de- 
“ clamations, the practical benefits of the llritish power to the 
‘‘ people of that country. Tliat great change in the state 
of an Asiatic people she%vs that the government is good, 
“ and that the government possesses the confiileiice of its 
“ subjects.” 

The argument lasted from eleven till half-past four o’clock. 
A report was made to the King, as the opinion of their I^ord- 
ships, that the praj^er ought not to be complied with ; which 
decision his Majesty was pleased, by and with the advice of 
his Privy Council, to confirm on the 14th June 1825. 

An APPEAL is likewise provided for in the case of the Court 
of Directors, who may petition his Majesty in Council if tlu‘y 
consider that the Boaixl of Commissioners have exceeded 
their powers, by issuing orders and instructions which do 
not relate to points connected with the civil or military gt>- 
vernment or revenues of the IJritisli territories or possessions 
in India; or by expunging, varying, or altering any despatches 
proposed by the Court of Directors, which do not relate to 
such points. His Majesty, on such petition, is to dcciile how 
far the said ordinance, 8cc. be or he not connected w ith the 
civil or military governinenls or revenues, which decision is to 
be final and conclusive. An instance t)f appeal under the 
foregoing provisions occurred in the year 1815, in the case of 
Major Hart, formerly of the Madras establishment. That 
officer had l>een commissary of grain to the arm}' coininaiidcd 
by General Harris, which proceeded against *Seringapatarti 
in 1799. On the 16th April in that year, during the siege, an 
alarming deficiency was discovered in the quantity of grain 
then supposed to be in camp, he having reporte<l that there 
was only sufficient for the fighting men of the army for eigh- 
teen days, at half allowance, and the deficiency in the markets 
of the camp amounted to famine. On the 22d of that month 
Major Hart stated that he had in his possession a quantity of 
private rice, which he liad provided for the eventual con- 
sumption 
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.sumption of the followers in his department, which he wished 
to sell for the use of the army. The Commander-in-chief 
ordered 106,000 seers of such rice to he taken by Major Hart 
on account of the public service, but no agreement as to 
price, &c. was made- Major Hart’s conduct was impugned 
with reference to the transaction ; he was suspended from tlie 
service by Earl Powis, then Governor of Madras, with the 
privity and direction of the Marquis Wellesley, then Governor 
General; and, on consideration of the subject at home, in 
March 1801, the Court removed him from the Company’s 
service- Notification of tliis resolution was sent to Madras, 
and instructions were likewise given to reimburse him in the 
full cost and charges of the rice- The Madras government 
referred to the Court lor further directions as to the rate of 
reimbursement. A despatch was accordingly prepared, direct- 
ing the Madras government, on Major Hart, or his attorney, 
producing satisfactory vouchers to shew' the prime cost, and 
of whom purchased, with all charges thereupon previous to 
its <lelivery for the puldic use, to cause the amount to be paid, 
with simple interest thereon at eight })er cent, per annum. The 
Hoard of Con\inissioners altered the despatch, and ordered one 
rupee per seer to be the rate at which reimbursement was to 
be lnadl^ Tliis was considered by the Court of Directors as 
a most exorbitant rati*; one, indeed, only conceivable in a 
state of excessive i amine : they accordingly made a repre- 
sentation to the Hoard. 'VUe Hoard adhered to their view 
of the subject, and ordered the paragraphs to be sent 
out. The Court, in the mean time, took the opinion of 
counsel as to the right of the Hoard to direct the trans- 
mission of the paragraplis to India; wdiich opinion supported 
the Court’s objections. The matter rested till the year 1815, 
when the Court were called upon either to transmit the para- 
graphs to India, or appeal to his Majesty in Council ; other- 
wise, the Hoard woidd consider themselves compelled to take 
the necessary steps for enforcing the transmission of the para- 
graphs. ''riie C’ourt resolved not to send the paragraphs, 
unless it was judicially determined that they were precluded 
from exercising their discretion. On the 8th June 1815, a writ 
of mandamus was moved for in the Court of King’s Bench; 


cause 
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cause was shewn, on the part of tlie Court of Directors, by Mn 
Seijeant Lens, Mr. Park, Mr. Serjeant Bosanquet, and Mr. 
Spankie, why a writ of mandamus should not issue. The Bench 
decided tliat there was matter for appeal to the Privy Council. 
The Privy Council accordingly met on the 28th July 1815, 
and the Court’s petition having been read, the appeal was 
opened by Sir Arthur Piggott; who, after claiming for the 
Company the privilege of being heard by two counsel, entered 
into a review of the case. The Privy Council adjourned to Wed- 
nesday, the 2d August, on which day Sir Samuel Roinillj'^ argued 
the case on behalf of the Company, and Mr. Leach on the part 
of the Board of Commissioners. The Privy Council adjourned 
to the 5th August. On the 27th November the Report of the 
Council, dated the 17th of that month, was laid before the 
Prince Regent; when his Roj'al Highness decided, by and 
with the advice of his Privy Council, that the paragraphs, as 
altered by the Board, did relate to points connected with the 
military government of the British terrilories and acquisitions 
in India and the revenues thereof, and that the Comniission- 
ers had power to vary, alter, or expunge the same. On the 
26th January 1816, on the motion of the Attorney-General, 
the Court of King^s Bench made the rule for the mandamus 
absolute. The mandamus was servtd upon the members 
present at a court held on Wediiestiay tlie llth February; on 
the 21st of that month, the Court adopted a unanimous reso- 
lution of protest against the propriety of llui orders which 
they were required to send out. On the 20lh March, the 
same was communicated to the General Court, wlien the whole 
of the papers relative to the case of Major Hart were ordered 
to be printed for the Proprietors; who, on the lOtli April 
1817, unanimously approved of the course pursued by the 
Court of Directors. 
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LAWS. 

From Provincial Court to Supreme Court. 

Limitation of (1) The Supreme Court of Judicature shall hear and 177». 
actions beforeSu- Jetermine any suits or actions whatsoever of any of 
Suits^may^ origi- his Majesty’s subjects, against any inhabitant of India j le/ 
iiate in said court, residing in any of the said kingdoms or provinces of 
ap^aUrom ' 1 * 10 - Bengal, Bahar, or Orissa, or any of them, upon any 
vincial Courts. contract or agreement in writing entered into by any 
of tlie said inhabitants with any of his Majesty’s said subjects, where 
the cause of action shall exceed the sum of five hundred current 
rupees ; and where the said inhabitant shall have agreed in the said 
contract, that, in case of dispute, the matter shall be heard and deter- 
mined in the said Supreme Court ; and all such suits or actions may 
be brought, in the first instance, before the said court, or by appeal 
Irom the sentence of any of the courts established in the said pro- 
vinces, or any of them. 

From Supreme Court to King in Council. 

Appeal may be (‘^) casc any person or persons whatsoever shall § 
nuule to Ills Ma- think liiinself, herself, or themselves, aggrieved by 
josty in Council. judgment or (Ictermination of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature to be established as aforesaid, he, she, or they shall 
and may appeal from such judgment or determination to his Majesty 
in Council, liis heirs or successors, within such time, in such manner 
and in such cases, and on such security as his Majesty, in his said 
charter, shall judge proper and reasonable to be appointed and pre- 
scribed. — ( Vide Charter of Justice, p, 35, 36, and 37.) 

From liuleSf Ordinances, and Regidafions, issued hy Governor^ 

General and Con:icil to the King, 

Appeilsniay be **^'‘*^^ lawful foi* any person OF persoos in 1773. 

made for thfKing India to appeal therefrom to his Majesty, his heirs or 
in Coiinnl,^wbo successors, in Council, who are hereby empowered, if jse.’ 
A^'L^ry^of ail think fit, to set aside and repeal any such rules, 

giilatioiis to bo ordinances, and regulations respectively, so as such 
dia-Houso**^ appeal, or notice thereof, be lodged in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature within the space of sixty days 
aflter the time of the registering and publishing the same; and it 
shall be lawful for any person or persons in England to appeal 
therefrom, in like manner, within sixty days after the publishing the 
same in England ; and it is hereby directed and required, that a copy 
of all such rules, ordinances, and regulations, from ^time to time, as 
the same shall be so receivedy shall oe affixed in some conspicuous 
and public place in the India-House, there to remain and be resorted 
to as occasion shall require ; yet, neverthclt-s.s, such appeal shall not 

obstruct. 
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obstruct, impede, or hinder the immediiite execution of any rule, 
ordinance, or regulation, so made and registered as aforesaid, until 
the same shall appear to have been set aside or repealed, upon the 
hearing and determination of such appeal. 

From Gox>n'nor-Gencral and Council to the King, 

(4) Wliereas the Governor-General and Council, or Ii» I’ivil suits 
some committee thereof or appointed thereby, do de- 

termine on appeals and references from the country and up- 

or Provincial Courts in civil causes ; he it further 
enacted, that the said court shall and lawfully may hold all such 
pleas and appeals, in the manner and with such powers as it hitherto 
hath held the same, and shall he deemed in law a court of record : 
and the judgments therein given shall he final and conclusive, except 
upon appeal to liis Majesty, in civil suits only, the value of which 
shall be five thousand pounds and upwards. 

Bt/ Court of Directors to King in Council. 

(5) Nothing in tliis act contained shall extend, or iftho 15t>aid is. 
be construed to extend, to give to the Hoard of Com- J'Ik* or alter any 
rnissioners any power or authority to issue or send 

any orders or instructions, which do not relate to or military 
points connected with the civil or military gt)vernment or re- 

‘ • . . . venues. 

or revenues ol the Hntish territories or possessions in 
India, nor to expunge, vary, or alter any despatches proposed by the 
said Court of Directors as aforesaid, which do not relate to the said 
government or revenues; and that if the said l)Oaril sliall send any 
orders or instructions to the said Court of Directors, to be by them 
transmitted, which in the opinion of tlie said Court of Directors shall 
relate to points not connected with the said ci\il or military govern- 
ment or revenues, then and on any such occasion it sliall be lawl’ul 
for the said Court of Directors to apply by [lelition to his .Majesty in 
Council touching the same, and his IMajesly in C’ouncll sliall decide 
how far the same be or be not. connected with the civil or military 
governments and revenues of the said territories and possessions in 
India, wliich decisitui shall be final and coiiclu.sive. 

From Courts of Judicature at Madras and Bombay, 

(6) In case any person or persons whatever shitll 

think him, her, or themselves aggrieved, by any judg- pt^nl iVom ihi? 
ment or determination of either of the said C’ourts of 1'!;*- 

- r. >r 1 i» t 1 » 1 jcsty in I-ouikmI. 

Judicature of Madras or nomliay, he, slie, or tlii'y 
may appeal from such judgment or determination to his Majesty in 
Council, within^ such time and in such manner, and in such cases, 
as his Majesty in his said charter shall judge proper and reasonable 
to be appointed and prescribed. 


From 
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From litileSf Ordhiances^ and Regulations made by Governors in 
Council o/* Madras and Bombay, 

liiiloK, orilinan- C^) rules, Ordinances, and regulations, so 

CCS, aud regula- to bc made as aforesaid, shall be subject, in all respects, 
power of appeal, and to all the like regula- 
Council, subject tions and provisions as are mentioned and contained in 
to appeal, made in the thirteenth year of the reign of his 

present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for establishing certain Regu- 
“ lations for the better Management of the Affairs of the East- 
“ India Company, as well in India as in Europe and in an act, 
made in the thirty-ninth and fortieth year of the reign of his present 
Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for establishing further Regulations 
“ for the (fovernment of the British Territoricjs in India, and the 
“ better Administration of Justice within the same as to the 
rules, ordinances, and regulations therein respectively authorized to 
be made by the said Governor-Cxeneral in Council, as aforesaid, — 
{ J'idc supra.) 

From Decrees of subordinate Civil or Revenue Courts, 

llritislj subjects W Provided also, that where by the laws or regula- 
nmy appeal to tions ill force, or hereafter to be in force, within the 
Sjipmnc Courts. respectively subject to the governments of 

I'ort William, I'ort St. (leorge, and Bombay aforesaid, it would be 
competent to a party to any final judgment or decree of any subor- 
dinate civil or revenue Court of Judicature to appeal therefrom to the 
Sudder Dewanny Adaulut, or other court, however denominated, 
exercising within those jirovinces respectively the highest appellate 
jmisdietion in civil suits, it shall be competent to British subjects of 
his Majesty, in suits coiiiinenced against them under the provisions of 
this ai;t, instead of ajijiealing to the said Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, 
or other courts so exercising the Iiighest appellate jurisdiction as afore- 
said, to appeal to the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
or I'ort St. (ieorgo, or the Recorder’s Court at Bombay, according as 
the suit may have licen eomnienced in the provinces subordinate to 
either of the said P’-esidencies ; and such court shall have the same 
jiower as to suspending or allowing execution of the judgment or 
decree appealed against, and as to taking security for costs, or for the 
performance of the decree or judgment of the said subordinate courts, 
as the said Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or other such courts as aforesaid 
would have liad, and shall also make rules of practice for the conduct 
of the said ajipeals, in all other respects conforming in substance and 
cllbct as nearly as possible to the course of procedure of the said 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or other such court as aforesaid, incases 
of appeal : provided also, that nothing herein contained shall extend 
or bc construed to extend to take away the jurisdiction of the said 
Supreme Courts of Judicature at Fort William and Madras, or the 

said 
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LAWS, s&id Recorder’s Court at Bombay respectively : but that all persous 
having cause of action against any British subject may at their elec- 
tion, instead of suing in such Provincial Courts as herein-before pro- 
vided, commence and prosecute their said suits in the said Supreme 
Courts of Judicature, and the said Recorder’s Court respectively, in 
the same manner as before the passing of this act : provided also, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to 
authorize the holding or occupying of any land or other immoveable 
property, beyond the limits of the said several Presidencies, by any 
British subject of his Majesty, otherwise than under and according 
to the permission of the government of the said Presidencies. 
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TKRRJlX)illAL RKVENUK and HOME PROFITS. 


AntisIKior to 17^5.5 ihe iwcmies of the East-lndia Ciunpany 
ill Indiii arose principally Ironi (iiitics of customs. &c., and 
were comparalively li-i(ling- In that year, by the grant of the 
Dewanny, they acapiired considerable territorial possessions, 
whereby the revenues were greatly augmented. 

l^ie attention of Parliament was almost immediately di- 
rected to the alfairs of the. Company. After a lengthened 
negotiation and much discussion, an act was passed in 1767, 
giving ellect lo a temporary arrangemmit, under which the 
territorial acv'piisltions and revenues wtna* to remain with the 
C'om])any during; the term of two years, to be computed froin 
the 1st July 1767. Hy a subsetpient act, the ('ompany ])aying 
XKM), ()()() per annum to the ))ublic, the same arrangement was 
continued till 177 l<. In the* yiuir 177;^, the Company, from a 
series of great and unusual dilliculties, were obliged lo apply 
to Parliament for reli(d’. A loan <»!* was grant- 

ed; on which occasion tlie first spe<*iric enactments as to 
the appropriation of the revenues ami profits wen* passcil. 
’^I’he surplus was lo be a|)})lied, iirst, to a dividend ol si.N 
per c(‘nt., and secondly, to the reiluction ot the loan ot 
Xl,i0(),060. 

In 1779 the territorial acejuisitmns were confirmed to tlic 
C'ompauy for another year; at tlie same time it was pro- 
vided tlial, after paying a dividend of eight per cent., the clear 
surplus of revenue and profits should be reservt'd, and await 
any fnrtlier agreement that niighl be made between the ])ublic 
and the Company; in 1780, the same were extended till the 
5th April 1781, ii])on similar terms. 

In that year the exclusive privilege of trade was granted lo 

n the 
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the Company, until the expiration of three years’ notice after 
the 1st of March 1791. The territorial acquisitions were like- 
wise to remain with the Company for the same time. From 
the profits arising from territory and commerce sucli a sum 
was to be set apart as should be equal to a dividend of eight 
per cent, per annum on the capitid stock ; and of the surplus, 
after such payment, three-fourths was to be set apart for the 
use of the public, and one-fourth for the Company. 

23 Geo. s. In 1783, in consequence of the expenses of the wars in India 
and in Europe, the Company's lioine allairs had become mucli 
distressed ; relief w'as granted, and the participation of the 
public in the surplus profits of territory and commerce was 
postponed till the debts then incurred were paid. 

33 Goo. In 1793 the Company were g.*anled an extension ol* the ex- 
elusive privilege for the further term of twenty years, when a 
more specific and detailed appropriation was laid down. 

53 Goo. 3, In 1813 the exclusive privilege of the C'hiria trade, with the 
territorial possessions in India, were vested in the Company 
for a further term of twenty years from 18M, anil new provi- 
sions for the appropriation of tlie profits of territory and com- 
merce w’cre passed. 


L A \V 8. 


Territorial Hewn iic. 

1813. (1) Be it further enacted, tliat tor and during the Application of 

53 Geo. .3, continuance of the possession and government ot‘ the revenues 
% 55^' said territorial acquisitions and revenues in the said 

United Company, tlie rents, revenues, and profits sitions in Iiulia. 
arising from the said territorial acquisitions, after 
defraying the charges and expenses of collecting the ^ay- 

same, shall be applied and disposed of to and for the mynt oj’ inierest 
uses and purposes hereinafter expressed, in the fob ' ’ 

lowing order of prelierencc, and to or for no other ing expenses of 
use or purpose, or in any other manner wliatsoevlh*, csiablislimonts. 
any act or acts of parliament now in force to the con- ii,j,,iciatioii of 
trary notwithstanding ; (that is to say), in the first place, territorial delit, 
in defraying all the charges and expenses of raising ^^**‘*’ 

and maintaining the forces, as well European as 
native, military, artillery, and marine, on the establishments in the 
£ast*Indics and parts aforesaid, and of maintaining the forts and 
garrisons there, and providing warlike and naval stores ; secondly, 
in payment of the interest accruing on the debts owing, or which 

may 
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may be hereafter incurred by the said Company in the East-Indies, LAWS, 
or parts aforesaid, including that portion thereof for which bills — 
shall be demanded payable in England, and for which provision 3 

shall at all times be made by consignments or remittances to c. 155. 
England, as the Court of Directors, with the approbation of 

the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, shall from time 
to time, direct : thirdly, in defraying the civil and commercial 
establishments of the said Company, at their several settlements 
there : fourthly, towards the liquidation of the territorial debt of 
the said Company, or of the bond debt at home, or to such other 
purposes, subject to the provision liereinafter made, as the said 
Court of Directors, with the approbation oi* the Board of Com- 
missioners for the Affairs of India, shall from time to time direct, 
any act or acts of parliament to the contrary thereof notwithstanding. 

A suiniqiial t(> ( 2 ) Aiul wlicreas it is not reasonable that tlie §56. 

payiiiLiits from funds of the said ('ompany should be 

funds at home exposed to embarrassment by payments made in Lu- 
on account of rope qh account of t(?rrit()rial charges ; be it therefore 
Chartres take an- cnactcd, that a Slim equal to the actual payments 
niially applied which shall liavc been made from the commercial 
111 JiidiH to in- Jiomc on account of temtorial charges in 

luiitance, tSc. the year preceding, after d(?ductiiig therefrom the 
charges of the commercial establishments, and all the commercial 
charges in India which may have been paid from the territorial reve- 
nues in the same year, shall in each and every year be issued in India, 
for the purpose of the said Company’s China or India investment; or 
of* remittance to England on account of tlie said Company, at the 
option of the said Court of Directors : provided always, that any ex- 
cess wliich may happen to be so issued in any year, for the purposes 
oJ* investment, beyond the actual payment wdiieh sliall have been made 
in the same year by the said Company in Europe on account of ter- 
ritorial charges, shall be taken into account in fliminution of the sum 
to he applied to the purposes of investment for the year following. 


Applications of 
tlie profits of the 
(’ompany in 
Great Britan. — 
1st in paying 
bills of c‘K« 
change. — ‘Jd 
in paying dehfs; 
rNcept principal 
of bund debt. — 
.‘Id in payment 
of dividerid of 
ten percent, till 
separate fund 
cxiiaustc'd, and 
then Itq per 


Home Fnjils^ 

(S) And be it further enacted, tliat for and during 
the continuance of the possession and government of 
the said territorial acquisitions and revenues in the 
said United Ct)mpany, the nett proceeds of their sales 
of goods at home, with the duties and allowances 
arising by private trade, and all the commercial profits 
and other receipts of the said (^ompany in Great 
Britain, shah be applied and disposed of in manner 
following; (that is to say), first, in providing for the 
payment of bills of exchange already accepted and 
hereafter to be accepted by the said Company, as the 
same shall become due: secondly, in providing for the 
D :? current 


S 
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LAWS, current payment of* other debts (the prineipal of the c^nt. — 4 tli in 
7717}. England always excepted) as well as reiliution of In- 

52 ( 5 co. 3, interest, and the eonnnercial outgoings, charges, and alJa at 

V. 1^55. expenses of the said Company : thirdly, in payment of hoim*. 
a dividend after the rate ol’ ten pounds per ( entuin 
per annum on the present or any I’litinv aniounl of the capital 
stock of the said Company, for and during such time as a cer- 
tain fund ol the said Company hereinafter-mentioned, called “ The 
C ompany s Separate Fund,” shall be sullieient to pay a dividend after 
the rate of fen shillings l*or every hundred pounds per annum on the 
present or any future amount of the capital stock of the said C!oni- 
pany; and when and so soon as the said kist-mentioned fund shall be 
exhausted, then, in payment of a dividend jit the rate of ten pounds 
ten shillings per centum jkt aniuini on the then existing or future 
capital stock*of the said C'otupati\ ; pro\ ided that uo greater dividend 
shall be paid in the whole, in any one year, than at the said rate of 
ten pounds ten shillings per <-entuin per annum upon tlie present or 
future capital stock of the said (*onipany : fom thl\, in reduction of 
the principal of the debt in the Easl-Inilies, or parts aloresaid, or of 
the bond debt at home, as the suiil Court ui' Directors, with the 
approliation of the said Board of Comrili->i(>ner^, sliall from time to 
time direct : any act or acts of parliamt nt to the eoiUrary m»twith- 
standing. 


(4) And whereas it is not reasonabh' that (lie Com- 
pany s eommercial profits should be liable annually to 
the paymonc in Euro|)e of territorial charges, till the 
said dividend, after (lie nctu ol' t» ii pounds and ten 
shillings per centu .i j)i r aiiimm, ^Inll have been paid 
and discharged ; hi- st therefon' piovided and inacted, 
thatt the net piijceed^ of the sales of goods and othi*r 
commercial profits of the (h)mpany in (irc'at Britain 


iloiiu.* proHu 
iu»t liahir lo lc*r. 
ritorial clinroi-,, 
tiil atu*r (livi- 

lor ; l*X(\'J)t to 

bills and riTtifl- 
ca(i“^ tor value 
roci'ivvtl ill In- 
dia, and to iii- 
tiivst and sink- 


as aforesaid, shall not he liable to the liijuidatioii »)f 
any charge on account of tlic territorial or political 
governmesit of fticlia payable in Enghiml, or of any 
bills ol exchange or certificates drawn on account of 
llie territorial nr politjcal charge in India, till after the 
dividend on the capital stock of the said Comjiany 
shall fiivt have been provided for; excepting always 
sucli bills and ccrtilicates for the amoimt of whieli 
value shall have been previously paid in India from the 
territorial or political fluids, and consignments or re- 
mittances made thereof to England, i*or the. licjiiidation 
of the said hills and certificates; excepting likewise 
the amount of the interest and .sinking fund on the 
loan advanced by the public to the said, (hmipany, as 
provided in an act pas'.ed in the fifty-second year of 
In’s present Majesty, intitided, “ An Act for advancing 

‘‘ 1'we 


«»r I'lL’, from 
(III* piililii' to the 
( ’iJiiip.iiiy. — If 
lioim- funds in- 
vullicioiit after 
iliviiieiiil to 
di-,vb.»riLjt* tiills 
drawn for iiiU!- 
ri al of exiting 
I iidiaii di-bl, do- 
liciriiry to bo 
paid as Patli.u 
iiit'iit shall di- 
rect. — Monies 
received at home 
on cn dit of bills 
drawn on terri- 
torial funds, or 
for advances in 
India, to lie aji- 
plied to payment 
of liable terii- 
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tonal charge;^ in 
Europe. — A ml 
clefiriency of 
coniiDcrcIal j»ro- 
fits at hotrio in 
any year for di- 
vidend to he 
made good tnit 
of surplus of 
territorial reve- 
tniCK. 


“ Two Millions Tivc Hundred Thousand Pounds to the 
‘‘ l!)ast-India Company, to enable them to discharge 
“ Part oi* the hhist>liidian De])t which said interest 
and sinking fund shall nevertheless continue to be 
deemed a territorial charge, and shall be accounted for 
as such out of the produce of the revenues of India : 
provided also, tliat in ease siiflicient funds shall not 
remain in the hands of ihe said Company, after pay- 
ment of the dividend, to discharge all such bills as 
shall be drawn lor the interest of* any loan in India, under conditions 
now subsisting, or which may he contracted at any time hel’onjthe lOfh 
day of April 1811, entitling the liolders of such loan to receive hills on 
the said Company lor tlie payment ol'the interesl thereof, the residue 
of such bills, so long as such interest may be demandable in Ki»gland, 
sliall be discharged in such manner as r^arlianient shall from time to 
time direct: provided also, that il* any monies shall be received inl(» 
the treasiuy of the (.'omj)any at home upon the credit of bills to be 
drawii iij)ou the (Company’s territorial or political funds abroad, or in 
li((uidatioii of bibs of exchange remitted, or ol‘ any otluT security for 
advances made in India from the said territorial or political funds, or 
of any' advances made 1‘roni such funds on account of his Majesty’s 
government or on any other accmint, the said monies shall be set 
apart and applied to defray the territorial or political charges to which 
the said Com[>aiiy is liable in Puro[)e; and iluj excess of su(‘h funds 
shall he suhjc'ct to such I'urther a[)propriatioiis as the teiritorial ri ‘ve- 
nues arc liable to by virtue of this act : provided also, that iri the 
evi'nt of the conuucrcial profits of the said Company at homo being 
insuHicient in any year fully tc» deiiay the said dixidend, it shall aiul 
may be lawful to make good any such di'licieucy out of any surplus 
rev(?nuc tliat may have arisen in the pn eeding year of aci oimt out 
of the territorial revi'uues, alter tin' payment of all charges, interest 
of debt included. 


Appli(‘.«lii)ii '>r 
dll' •^urplii'^ of 
ti'iTitorinl rrvi'- 
imi’s, and hoiML* 
profits. — li^ ro- 
payiiient of tho 
capital of pii!>lic 
funds croatod for 
Company ; any 
fiirtlicr surplus 
to Ik* paid into 
the Exclicijucr, 
to be a guaran- 
tee fund, not ex- 
ceeding twelve 
millions, for the 
capital stock and 
dividends, t'vc.— 


Surphf.s Territorial aud Home Tro/it.s. 

And he it I'urlher enacted, that, when the prin- 
cipal debt of the said United (’oinpany, bearing inter- 
est in India, shall have been reduced to the sum of 
ten millions of pounds sterling, calculated at the ex- 
change of two shillings for the Hengal eurrent rupee, 
eight .shillings for the Madras pagoda, and two shil- 
lings and three-pence for the Uombay rupee, and tl;e 
bonded debt in Great Britain shall have been redu^ietl 
to the .sum t)f three millions of pounds sterling, then 
and tlicrcaftcr tlie surplus proceeds which .shall be 
I’ound to arise jrom the said rents, revenues and pro- 
fits of the .said territorial acquisitions, and from sales 
of the goods and the profits of tlie trade of the saiil 
I) S (’ompanv. 


LAWS. 

1813. 
Gvo 3, 
c. 1.55, 

§ 58 . 
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LAWS. 


ISIS. 

5S Geo. S, 
c. 155, 

$ 59. 


Company, or in any otlier manner, after providing for One-sixth of ex- 
the payments aforesaid, shall be applied to the more Company V and 
speedy repayments of the capital of any public funds rcMuaining fivc- 
or securities which have been or may be created for ^‘*^**‘* tiHidong 
the use of the said (’ompany, the charges of which 
have been or may be directed to be borne by the said Company 
by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament; and tliat any further 
surplus that may arise shall be set apart, and from time to time 
paid into the receipt of his Majesty’s Exchequer, to be applied as 
Parliament shall direct, without interest to he paid to the Company 
in respect or for the use thereof: but, nevertheless, it is hereby 
declared, that all such sums of money as shall be so paid into the 
receipt of his Majesty’s Exchequer as aforesaid, not exceeding twelve 
millions of pounds sterling, shall he deemed and taken to be a fund 
for securing to the said United Company the capital stock of the 
said United Company, and also a dividend at the rate of ten pounds 
ten shillings per centum per annum in respect thereof; and of the 
excess of such payments, if any', beyond the said amount of twelve 
millions of pounds sterling, one-sixth part shall from time to time 
be reserved and retained by the said United Company, for their own 
use and benefit, and the remaining five-sixtii parts shall be deemed 
and shall be the properly of the public, and at the disposal of Par- 
liament. 


(6) Provided also, and be it furtlmr enacted, that if [f the debts 
the debts of tlie said C’ompany in India, after the 
same shall have been reduced to ten millions of pounds biyoml 

sterling, calculated as aforesaid, shall be again in- ecrtaiji sums, 
creased beyond that amount, or if their bond debt in 
Great Britain, after the same shall have been reduced 
to three millions of pounds sterling, shall he again increased beyond 
that sum, then and so often as either of those cases shall liappen, 
such surplus proceeds shall he appropriated to the re<iuction of the 
said new debts respectively, until the whole of the del)ts of the .said 
Company in India shall be again reduced to* ten millions of pounds 
sterling, calculated as aforesaid, and their bond debt in Great Bri- 
tain to three millions of pounds sterling; any' thing in tliis act con- 
tained to the contrary notwithsMneiing. 
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The inodo of deciding questions by ballot in the Cieiieral 
Court of Proprietors is prescribed by the charter oi‘ King 
William III, lb98. At Unit period every ]>roprietor of 
XiiOO slock in his own right was entitled to give his vote 
ill General Court ; and no proprietor, whatever amount of 
stock he might hold bev<md that ‘‘inn, cetdil give more than 
one vote. 

As it w^as not requisite that a projirietor should have? held 
his stock for any prescrilied period to qualify him to vote% 
it may be readily conceiv€?<l that, upon any occasion where 
questions involving conflicting interests were to be deciiled bj" 
ballot, parties did not hesitate to become preiprietors for the 
immediate occasion, and parting with their slock so soon as 
the object for w'hich they ipialified was elVected. The evils 
attendant on such a system became more apparent as the 
Coin[)aiiy’s affairs enlarged ; and, as ballots took place iinim'- 
diately on their being dt'inanded, llu* privilege was ojicn to 
the most flagrant abuse, and made subservient to tJ»e views of 
intercsli'd partitvs. 

lletweeti the years 1T;>7 and various (pu'stions relative 

to the. state of llu' Company’s affairs and jK>ssessions abroad 
came under iliscussioju in General Court. On the aj)j)oint- 
mi’iit of a successor to the government oT Hengal, and on 
the proposed re-ajipointmcnt, in 17GI, of Loril C'live, parly 
spirit ran high. So great was the inconvenience arising 
from the facility with w'hich individuals could <|ualify, thaU 
«>n the l/ith March 17()K a Cieneral Court was hehl at the 
instance of several proprietors, amongst whom were Li>rds 
C’live and Klibank ; at which Court a motion was made 
to limit the right of voting to those who had possessed 
their stock for a certain period. The f|uestii>n was ailjourned 
to the 21 si of tliat month, when it was resolved that an 

n I application 
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upplicatioii be made In Parliaiiieiit lor an acl lo prevent parties 
votin/nr who should not liave been in possession of their stock 
for at least JoKf' months. 

The first ballot that look place after such resolution was on 
the 4th of May followintr, am a inotitm for em]>o\verintf the 
Court of Directors to ai^rce with Lord C'livi- for tlui payment 
of liis jatthire for thi* space of ten years. W ith the view of 
preventing, as far as possible, in the absence j)f legislative pro- 
vision, a recurrence of the evil ct>inplainetl of, tiui ballt»t was 
deinaiideil in Cieneral C Ourt on the 2d Alay; it was fixed for 
the 4th: the transfer b;)ok> were oriUreil to be forthwith 
closed, and JUU t4» be n‘-openc‘d until the ballot slamlil havi 
been concluded. 4 he }:i'tition, which had l)et ii prepared in 
conformity with tin* resolution of the 21si March, was pre- 
sented to the llousi' of C'onimons on the IlJlli .laiuiary 
; on thi' 1 Ith March a bill was biought in. which was 
ortlered lo be read that ilay thiia- months. In »Septi mb* r 
following, the C\>mpan\ resol\i*d to renew their application 
to Parliament : and, at tlie same tii4H‘, solicit sm h an alteration 
in tht‘ oath takiui on balloting, as should pri veiit partit s 
voting who did not |n)-sess tin* stock in f/u ir ntrn rojhf. 
A petition to the al)oVi* elfia'l was ac’ct)rdingly [)r< st riied. 
and lhr<?wn out on the thiial reailing oii iht* 17th .Mai\-h 
ITfifi. The number being etpial, forty -tin ee avt s ami nni ^., 
the spiaker (Mr. ( tist^ observ4-d. ll»at as the bill tniglil Im* 
brought in, if a proper oih', anot lier \ ear. Iiedtclaixd iiiin- 
sc4f in tlu' nt'gative, and tin* bill w as consecjucrjt 1\ lust. 'I'he 
provisions of thii charter remained in force until ITtil. On 
tlie bth of May in that year an improvident proposition was 
brought forwanl and carried, not withsiamling the oppetsitio]) 
of tlie Directors, to inert a-e llu' dividend to twe lve and a half 
p<?r cent- check the. recurreiiee of* sm li a proc taaliiig, ii 

bill was brought into Parliament to regulate the derlaratitm 
of dividends; and on the IHth May a motion was made in 
Cieneral (y<»urt, at the hour of nine iu th»- evening, that the 
Company .sliould agree Xn petition against such a bill : it was 
demanded tliat the ballot should lake place tin* same evening. 
A protest, signed by fifty-two proprietors, and out' fWun the 
Court of Dina tors, against such a precipitate, lAipreredented, 

and 
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and irregular proceeding, were delivered in and read. The 
proprietors then proceeded to a])poiiit scrutineers. The Court 
of Directors declinc*d to iiorniriate any on tlie occasion. At 
eleven o’clock the <flasses were delivered to th<! scrutineers ; 
and the (Icuieral Court !)ein»r restmied, the protests were attain 
read. Shortly after, the scrutiiucrs rept)rted cnie hundred and 
thirty-ei^lit votes for the question, and two a/^ainst — the tlirec- 
tors and proprietors wlio had protested a.i^ainst the ballot 
taking no share in that triitisaclion. Couiisi l was then named 
to oppose the bill in Parliament. On the same evenint^ a 
liirther diseiission look plac<‘ on tht; sii!)jfct of the j>rotest 
<!elivered in by thi* C'oinl of Directors :ii**ain>L the ballcit, and 
it was r(*romim.*ndi‘d to them to rec<»nsidt;r the same; tlic 
Caiurt adjoiirninL( at lour o’clock on tin* mornin;r of tlie 19th. 
On the 27th Alay tin* Ocneral C’oiirr ai^ain nn l ; when tlie 
Chairman stated, that the C’ouri oi‘ Dirca torv, haviiiir drli- 
bi‘rately reconsidered tlu*ir pr<'tt‘st, wcmv unanimously of 
opiniv)!!, that they had an un<lonhied rie:ht and t^ood cause 
to make Mich prote st, and that they saw no reason to with- 
“ draw or alti-r tin; same.’’ 

'^riie C'hairinan ai'-o staled to the C.'oiirt, llial a bill for 
reiriilaliin.^ the (pialilicat ion ol’ Proprietors had been read a 
Second time, and was ordi*red to be jirinti'd. Disciivsinnv on 
the princijile"' of sucli hill took pla<*e on the 2i)tli of May, 
the 5th and 11th oi’ June; in the latter nu)nlh tin* acts 
of Till ( M'o. Ill, cap. IS ami 19, wen- pastel! : the fornu*r 
to ri'L!;iilali* tin (pialilications (r/r/c C«ein*ral C’ourt of Pro- 
j)ri(*tors) and limit tin* power of votint^ to those wlu» had 
hc'ld ///<//• s/of/i .V// i/ioff/As ; the latti*r providing:;, that no 
halhit t>n any qnt*stion proptr^d in CnauTal ('oiirl shoidd 
be be«fmi within a liss spact* of time tlian eight hours aft(*r 
the adjournment of such (Tciieral Court in which the (|ues- 
tion wa i proposed: and that, in no cast*, should the ballot 
commence at a later liour than twelve o’clock at noon, nor 
close earlier tlian six. Instances have occurrotl of a ballot 
having lu'en kept open till ten at night, on the occasion of tlie 
Feast t)f the Passt)V(*r. In 1770 an act jiassed, by which no 
ballot can take place until Iweiity-four hours after I lie adjtMirn- 
ment of iht* C^ihiirt in which the <pn*stion to be deciiletl has 

been 
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been proposed. Further provisions affecting the right of Pro- 
prietors were made in the Regulating Act of 1773. 

A proprietor holding in his own right, for twelve months, 
£1,000 stock, is entitled to give one vote at a ballot. 


3.000 two votes. 

6.000 three votes. 

10,000 four votes. 


The oath which a proprietor takes before he can vote* is 
founded upon the provisions in the charter, and the 7lh of 
Geo. Ill, c. 48. 

In the year 1813, the .'iSd Geo. III. c. 1.5o. s. 77, w^as passed ; 
by which it is declared, that in cases ofecpiality of votes (exce|>t 
on questions for the appoiiitnient of two or more candidates 
for office), the question is rejected. 


1770. 

10 Geo. 3, 
C. 47, 
§3. 


1813. 

.'5.1 Geo. 1, 
c. 

§77. 


L A W S. 

Ballots rvhrn to cimmcnce and rloM\ 

(1) Anil be it further enacted by the authority aforisaiil, in no 
case the balloting shall he begun at a later hour of the day than 
twelve of tlie clock at noon, nor dosed at an earlier hour than six of 
the clock in the afternoon. 

(2) From and after the passing of this act, no l)alIoting u|)on any 
question proposed in any General Court of the said Company, relative 
to any matter whatsoever, sliall he begun witliin a less space of time 
than tweiity'four hours after the adjournment or hreaking-np of the 
General Court in which it shall have been determined that siii h ijues- 
tion should be decided by balloting. 

Equality of Eotvs. 

(3) Whereas, by the Charter of Incorporation of („ra*.rsofwjna 

said United Company, granted under the authority of •';> '*» 

an act passed in the ninth and tenth years of the reign of Ui- 

of his late Majesty King William the Third, intituled, mtois, tin cnus- 

An Act for raising a Sum not exceeding 'fwo Mil- f*’"- 

“ lions, upon a rund for Payment of Annuities after t-a, cxnpt in 
“ the Hate of Eight Pound.s per ('entum per Annum, "r 

“ and for settling the Trade to the East-lralies," it is 
ordered and appointed, that in all cases wliere there au* still ioIkmU*- 
shall be an equality or equal number of votes in any f'v 

General Court, or in any Court of Directors to be holden as aforesaid, 
the matter shall he determined by lots, wliicli the Treasurer for the 
said Company shall cause to he prepared and drawn for that purpose : 
and w'hereas it is expedient that such mode of d(‘riHH)n should he no 

longer 
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longer continued, be it therefore enacted, that from and after the 
passing of this act, no question in any such General Court, or Court of 
Directors, shall be carried othervvise than by a majority of votes ; and 
in all cases of an equality of votes upon any question put in any such 
(leneral Court or Court of Directors, such equality shall be deemed 
and taken to operate as a rejection of the motion or proposition on 
which such question shall have been so put; provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
cases of election of any person to any office or place where there shall 
be more titan one candidate for such office or place, but that in all 
such cases where there shall be an L^j 4 ality of votes in favour of any 
two or more candidates, such elects may he determined by lot, in 
manner directed by tin? said charter ; any thing herein contained to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 


Upon election 
ol’ Directors, 
I'very IVoprietor 
•iliall, before ad- 
mitted to vote, 
take the toliow< 
ing oath. 


Oath tr* be inkcu luj a I Proprietor at a Ballot, 

(4-) And he it further enacted, that from and after 
the first day of October 177:1, upon every ballot to be 
taken at any (ieneral Court of* the said United (’om- 
pany, every member or proprietor of the said C'ompany 
shall, before admitted to vote in such General Court, 
first take the oath hereafter mentioned before two or 


more of the Directors of the said United Company, who are hereby 
empowered to admini.ster such oath ; (that is to say), 

“ I, A. Ih, do swear,’’ (or, being one of the people called Quakers, 
“ do solemnly aHirm”), ‘‘ that the sum of one thou.sand pounds or 
“ more of the capital stock of the United C’ompany of Merchants of 
‘‘ England trading to the Kast-Iiidies, standing in iny name, doth at 
“ this time belong, and hath for the space of t\^e]ve calendar months 
“ actually belonged to me, in my own right, and not in trust for any 
“ person or persons w hatsoeviT ; and that 1 have been in the actual 
“ receipt of the dividends and profits tliereof for my o*\n use, freed 
‘ and discharged of all incundirances which cun or may affect the 
“ same, for the saiil space of’ tw elve calendar months ; or that the 
“ same came to me within the time aforesaid by bequest, or by mar- 
“ liage, or by succession to an intestate’s estate, or by the custom of 
‘‘ the City of London, or by settlement; and that such slock has not 
“ been transferred or made to me fraudulently or collusively, on piir- 
“ pose to qualify me to give my vote ; and that 1 have not before 
“ given my vote on this ballot — So help me God." 

Perjurp liable to Penalty. 

Persons com- porson taking the oath or affir- 

mitiiiig wilful mution hereby appointed shall then'bv commit wilful 
rupily^ Mibor^^^ perjury, and he thereof convicted ; and if any person 
ing others so to do unlawfull}^ or corruptly procure or suborn any other 

do, sliall Ik* ha- to fake tlic said oath or affirmation, in order to 

ble U> penalties. * ^ i » • i i n i -n* i 

vote, whereby he or slic sliall commit such w illnl per- 

jiiry. 
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jury, and shall be thereof convicted, he, she, niul they, for every such 
offence, shall incur such pains and pcnaltie.s as arc in and by two acts 
of parliainont, the one made in the fifth year of the late Queen Kli/a- 
beth, intituled, “ An Act for punishing such IVi^ons as shall pioeure 
or commit wilful Perjury, or suborn or procure any Person to eom- 
“ niit any wilful or corrupt Perjury;” the other, made in the second 
year of his ^lajesty King (leorge the Second, intituled, “ An Act for 
“ the more effectual IVeventing and further I’unishmcnt of I'orgery, 
“ Perjury, and Subornation of Perjury, and to make it hclony to 
« steal Bonds, Notes, or other Securities for Payment of’ Money,” 
directed to be inflicted for offences committed contrary to the said 
acts. : 

BY-LAWS. 


WitENFA'ER two Or uiorc ballots are to he taken .. 

... . 

on distinct questions on the same day, the same ballots id mU.M,. 
be taken in separate rooms; and that upon every Gliosis to i., 
public ballot the Directors in charge of* the glasses, at 


their being opened, shall recpiire the scrutineers, should nl ii|» wlu n ti. 
any be tlicn present, to satisfy themselves of their 
being empty, and that at the conclusion of each ballot, 
the Directors in charge of the glasses deliver the sanu* sealed up tt» 


the scrutineers. 

If at any fkiieral Court, nine of tlii' tneinhers ^ | n j , j 
present, duly (|ualified to vote, shall demand a ballot i n 
for determining any ({ue.Ntion, except for adjournment, !>> «iii r 

or the previo.is (piestion, or an amemhnent, such fjiic>- 
tion shall he put by the ballot, and not otherwise. 
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KN(JLANl) AND INDIA. 


Altii()Ui;h llui legislative eiiactnunt wliich has joint 
reli reiice to the Hank of England and file East- India Com- 
pany was passed in tin* year IT 10, anil ])rovides tliat no person 
ean he a dinfelor of both corporations at the same time, it 
may not Ik* iminteresling to take a brief review of the several 
hanks wliicli have been established in Europe, esjtecially that 
of th(‘ Hank of England. I'he same principles whi(*h led to 
the maintenance and support of such an establishment in this 
c«mntry, induced the Easl-lndia (.onipany, at the reionnneii- 
dalioii of the (io\ eminent abroad, to sanction thi^ formation 
of banks at Calcutta ; and as doidtts were entertained 
whether it was competent to those Ciovernmeiits to establisli 
such banks within the local limits of the jurisiliction of 
the several courts of justice in India, an Act was piussed in 
the year EStrT, declaring it lawful to and for the several 
Ciovernmeiils to aulbori/i^ public banks, with perpetual suc- 
cession, and with such privileges anil franehises as are granted 
to Midi eorjiorations in the country. 

The earliest banks wi re those of \ enice and Harcolona : they 
were established at the commencement of the fifteentli century. 
'The former arose out of the loans required by the Slate, and 
beeame an I'stablisbnieiit for the payment and transfer of the 
national debt, wbiiTi bail been created on the funding system. 
That at Hareelona was establisiu'd by the magistrates, as one 
of exchange and deposits upon the security ol’ tlic funds of the 
city, with the intention of extending those acconimodations to 
Ibreigners as well as to their own citizens. Foreign bills were 
negotiated, and assistance was alfordcd by the directors to the 
inanufactiiri.‘rs, when engaged in purchasing raw materials, 
especially wool from England. 

The hank of Clcnoa was established in llOT. It luiil been 

customarv 


9 Anil, 
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customary for the Republic to borrow large sums from the citi- 
zens, and to assign certain branches of the public revenue 
as funds for the payment of interest. The manugciiieiit was 
placed in the hands of tlic most respectable citizens, who were 
to pay the creditors, and account to the State for their dis- 
bursements. In process of time, it was thought proper to 
consolidate the loans which had been made at various periods 
into one capital stock, to be managed by eight })rotectors, who 
were to be elected annually b\' the creditors or «tock -holders. 
The establishment was denominated the Chamber of St. 

Cieorge.” 

In 1609 the famous bank at Amsterdam was incorporali*d. 
Mr. Adam Smith, in his Wealth of Nations,” gives a full 
description of that extensive establishment, which w'as inort* a 
hank fof deposits; and at one period was snpposeil to contain 
almost all the w'ealth of the burgliers. Regular books were 
kept for registering the amount deposited, which was not to 
be of a less sum than 300 guilders; and transfers wcmv 
made l\v tickets or notes, specifying the value of which tht*y 
were the representatives. 

In 1635 the bank at llolterdani was eslablisheil ; in IGSS 
that at Hamburgh; and in those ofXajiies and Hologna. 

The public bunk in France, under Air. J.aw’s selieme, was 
established in ITIG. 

By an act of the i\irliainent of Scotland a bank was esta- 
blished first in 1605, its capital being ( (pial to X 100,000. In 
1727 the Royal Rank at Fiiiiiburgh was incorporated uruler 
charter from King (ieorge J. ; its capital X150,000. In 177 I' 
the proprietors of the bank which hatl been eslablisiu'd in 
1695, generally calle<I the Old Bank, applied to Parliament 
for permission U) double their capital ; their reijuest was 
granted, and the act <if the I4tli Creo. IIP caji. 32, passe<l 
accordingly. In 1781, by the 24lli Cieo. HI, cap. 12, they 
were allowed to incri ase their capital in the further sum of 
X 100,000, making .£300,000. In 1792 they w'cn? empowxTcd 
to increase tlmir ea]>ital stock to XG00,000. 'Fhe shares of the 
bank, originally XH3. G.v. H//., sold at XI 80; and in 1791 they 
were permitted to inen*ase the capital X400,000 more, making 
tile total capita) XI, 000,000. 


In 
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111 1721 an unsuccessful attempt ivas made to establish a 
bank in Ireland. In 17B8 a public bank was opened in 
Dublin, with an original capital of £600,000. 

Witli respect to England, an attempt appears to have been 
made in 1683, by a Dr. Chamlierlain and a Mr. Murray, to 
establish a bank for circulating bills of credit on merchan- 
dize to be pawned there, and also for leading money to tlie 
industrious poor on pawns, at six per cent., but the whole 
projecl failed. Shortly after the alxjve period, the necessities 
of the State were such jis to render it expexlient to raise loans 
for the purpose of defraying the iinavoi(hi!)le expenses of the 
war in which Clreat Britain was involved. The w’ants of 
Cfovernineiit only incited the monied men to demand more 
exorbitant profits ; — eight per cent, on the land-tax, besides 
additional premiums, did not satisfy them. Otlier anticipa- 
tions of the public revenues were much higher, and all con- 
tracts with the CTOvernment were made at forty and fifty per 
cent, above the current value of the supplies. To remedy 
these excessiv<; evils, and with the view of bringing down the 
high rates of interests and premiums paid by Government, it 
was deemeil expedient to establish a public transferable fund 
of interest ; also that the same should be for the conveni- 
ence of daily receipts and payments. It was contended by 
those wliose interests were likely to be effected, that none 
but republics were calculated for the existence of a bank ; 
at the same time, it was urged as a reason against it, that 
it would tend to make the King absolute. Parliament deter- 
mined to countenance the mciisiire, having passed an act 
for granting certain rales and duties on tonnage of ships, 
l)eer, ale, anil otiu r Ii(]uors, they also empowered their Ma- 
jesties to incorporate any persons who should voluntarily 
advance £1,300,000, and to grant them a yearly allowance 
of £100,000; being, at the rate of eight per cent., £06,000, 
and £l*,000 a-year for management : the corporation to have 
the iianje of tlie Govkknou and Company oi* the Dank or 
England. The charter w^as issued on the 27lh July 1604. 

In 1708, hy the stalnle of Queen Anne, no body politic 
other than the Bank, or any other persons who may Ih' united 
ill part un ship, above* six persons, were lo issue notes or 

bills 
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23 Gct». 3, 
c. 40. 


bills payable on demand in less than six months. In ITl 1, by 
the act orthethhof Anne, cap. 7, a clause was inserted, dis- 
abling any person from being a Director of the Hank and the 
East-India Company at the same time. 

'File capital of the Hank in 1717 was £5,870,027. In 1744 
£10,700,(U)(). In 17i5, in conse(|nence i»f the alarm raised in 
London by the prt^ressof the Pretender’s son, there was a great 
run on the Hank. 'Fhe Directors endeavoured to make the cash 
liold out by |)aying in silver, and that in sixpences. More eilec- 
tiial measures were adopted by a meeting of inercliants, bankers, 
and traders, who drew up a paper, wherein they declariil tluar 
resolution to support the credit of the Hank, by nreiving their 
notes in all payments, and using their utmost endeavours to pay 
them away to all persons receiving payments. 'Fhe resolution 
was soon signed by 1,100 persons, and had the elfecl of cpiieting 
» apprehension and restoring coididence. Jn 177:1, imitating 
the water-mark of the Hank-note papi r was made punishabh* 
with death, aiul no person was allowed to engrave any bill or 
promissory note containing the words Hank of Hiigland,” 
or Hank Post Hill,’* uiidta* penalty ol‘ imprisonment. In 
1781, the (iOth of (ie<». 1 1 1, was passed, granting a n rievval of 
the Hank’s exclusive privilege to the year 1812, uiih one year's 
notice upon the lending the public two millions at three per 
cent. 

In September 1781 the capital of llie Hank was increased, 
by an addition of eight ptu* eent. to the capital sloc k, IVom 
.£10,780,0(10 to £l 1 ,0 12, too, and ll.c ir divide nds wa rt* raisetl 
from five and a half to si\ per eent. riie stamp-duties 
imposed on inland hills of exchange by the act of 178:1, 
w'cre extended in I7HI to foreign bills of exeliatigt*, and 
to receipts for sums above lt)iiy shillings, I’he notes of 
the Hank of Kngland were exempted from stamp-tbilit s, ibt* 
Hank paying feu* that iiididgenee a composition ol* £l2,00(t 
annually. In 1778 the divide nds were raised to seven jn rceiit. 
In 1791 the unclaimed dividends in the public funds amoiinttal 
to n£0f)(),000. Mr. Pitt proj)os<;d that £500,000 of that dor- 
mant money sliotdd be applical to the |)iiblic service: the* 
Dire^clors of the* Hank oppo.sed it. A compromise was e llcctcd, 
by which llial sum was made* as a loan from the Hank te) 

III.* 
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the public without interest, bn condition that a balance oi’not 
less than ^GOOjOOO sliould at all times remain in the liainls of 
the Bank, and that the annual allowance to the J3uiik i'or the 
niaiiiigemeiit of the puldic debt should continue at the rate of 
,£450 for every million of the ca]>iuil. 

Ill the early part <jf 1703, the coininerciai di.'>lress was 
universal. The calamity was greatly aiiginented by the iininense 
issues of pajier from the country banks, who thereby not only 
laid the ibundation of their own misfort lines, but spread ruin 
around them ; one hundred of them failed before the month 
of April had exjiired. Measures were adopted, in concert with 
the prime ininistcr,, Mr. Bitt; a meeting was held at the Man- 
sion House on the 23<l of April, when several merchants 
were apjiointed a committee, for the purpose of drawing up 
the outlines of a plan for the revival of commercial credit. 
I'lie committee consisted of the most eminent merclianls, viz. 
Messrs. Anderson, Hosanqiiet, Thornton, Baring, and others; 
who siiggestt‘d an advance of Kxchequer bills, under l^irlia- 
mentary authority and proper regulations, to lioiises of real 
capital. A copy of the report was laid before Mr. Pitt by tJie 
Lord Mayor aiul Mr. Bosaiupiet. 

A Select C'oinmiltee was appiunted by the House of Com- 
iiioiis, to whom I\Ir. Pitt submitted the proposition; and, at 
the same time, staUal tlie circumstances which had led to the 
paper being drawn uj). 'I'hat he bad received representations 
from many ililleri*nt i|uarier>, which induced him to believe 
tliat tlic falling's which had taken place luul begun by a 
run on those liouses who laid issued circulating pa]>er with- 
out being possessed of siirticient capital; but that the coiise- 
cj lienees had soon extended llieiiiselves so far as to alfect many 
houses of great soliility, and possessed of funds, ultiuialely, much 
more than sutfieient to answer all demands upon them; but 
which liad iu>l tin* means of converting those funds into money, 
or negotiable securities, in time to meet the pressure of the 
moment, 'riial the sudden discredit of a coiisiilerable quan- 
tity of paper which had boon issued by diHerent hanks hi 
itself produceil a deliciency of the circulating medium, A\hich 
in tlie ordinary course of things could not he immediately 
rejilaced, aiul tliat this deficiency occasioned material incon- 

v: venieiice 
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veiiience in mercantile transactions. That, in addition to tliis 
immediate eflect, these circiiiiistances also were represented to 
have induced bankers and others to keep in their hands ai 
greater quantity of money than they thought necessary in the 
usual train of business, and that large .sums were thus kept 
out of circulation, and great difficulty arose in procuring the 
usual advances on bills of exchange, particularly those of a 
long date. That many persons were said to be possessed of 
large stocks of goods, which they could not at ])rest?nt dispose 
of, and on the credit of which they could not raise inont^y : 
that this occasioned an interruption of the usual orders to 
manufacturers, which circumstance, together with the iiitcT- 
vuption of the means by which they wi.a'e enal>!ed to make 
their weekly payments, tended to prevent the employment of 
a number of persons engaged in dilU*reiit mimufactures. 'I'liat 
these evils were represented as likely rapidly to iiiereast* to a 
very serious extent, if some extraordinary means were not 
adopted to restore credit and circulation, 'I'hal in conse- 
quence of these ri-presentalioris, he Inul d»*sired a meeting 
of ditlerent gentlemen, in order to obtain the best infor- 
mation in his [)ovver respecting the extent oi' the vil, aiul the 
possibility and jjropriely of any mca-Hiire to reiuedx it. 'J'liat, 
after much discussic)n, all the gentlemen pri'%i'nl seenutl to 
agree in a very strong opinion of the extent of tiu* e\ il, though 
many ohjections at first oceurnal to any plan for reiiKalying 
it. That, in the n-snlt, it was agreed to ilesiri' the gtuitleiiuut 
whose namivs wi*re iiientiontal in the paj)er now deli vert‘<l, to 
meet the next day at the Mansion-1 loiise, to consider more* 
parlicularly llie pixiposal for tlu; issue i>l’ Mxeluapier hills tt> a 
certain amount, Ut he advanced, under proper n*giilatioris, for 
tlie acconimodatioii of such persons as might a|)ply li)r e 
same, and likewise the objections to which sueli a proposal 
might he liable; and that tin* pape r which la* had laid hi'tbft* 
the Committee contairu-d the opinion of this seconel iiu^eling. 

The extent of tin; e*vi|, jnid the necessity of a j-eme«ly, which 
to he efKrctiial must lx* immctliatf*, was made appanaif to the 
Committee. In toneliiiig upon the latter point, they thought 
it inatfU’ial to re-mark, that if the* eksiress had he'eai confiiieMl in 
its effects te> indivieliials, liowerver they iiiiglil re gn-t the- e-xfemt 
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of jirivate calamity, they should not have considered the case 
as justifying an extraordinary public interposition; much less 
should tlicy have recommended such a measure if the pressure 
liad been felt only by houscjs of doubtful credit, or who had 
sun’ered from the conse(|uenccs of rash and unwarrantable 
specidations : but it appeared to the (Committee*, that the 
einl)arrassmcnts arising from the want of credit had aJ ready 
alfected houses of undoubted solidity and sufficient ultimate 
resources, and that tliertj was too much reason to apj>rehend 
tlial these imibarrassmenls might extend in a degree which no 
individual (exertions could counteract, with sufficient expe- 
dition and certainty, to pn^vent consequence's of the most 
serious national inijiortance. 

'Hie principal objects in any measure for affiirding relief ap- 
])eared to ])»*, to cnablt! those who had seenritit s ultiinaleiy 
good, but wliich wc*re not available* till too distant a period, 
to iH'ceive siuli a<lvanc‘es as might give them the means of 
sujiporting the pressure to whieh they might he exposed in 
lli(‘ interval : to furnish some medium of circulation which 
might, ei tiler direi'tly or imlirectly, n*place the (juanlity of 
curremey suddenly withdrawn ; and, by the elfeet of those 
ineasuri‘s, to allbrd sueh assisiatiee to individuals as might 
revive cou/ideiice and en-dit. 

'riie n ^ult was an act (7^3 ChM>. Ilf, caj>- 29) aulhori/ing 
lh(‘ advanee of l\xclu*<pu*r hills to the auiount of to 

sueli inerehaiits, cxe. as siiould apply for tliein, in sums of iu)l 
less tlian 1^1,000, on apj>roved stH*urity by the cimimissic)ners, 
or ()ii tile. dej)()sit of goods, '^riie measure was the eausi* of a 
speedy n*storalioii of eonlidi*net* in mereantilc transactions ; 
the difficiilti(‘s of many bouses W(*re ri*movetl, tlu* juanufac- 
tun s n ^uineil, anil empU>yinenl aflbriK'd to numerous wi>rk- 
people wbo would otherwise have bei'M tln’»»wn on the parish. 
A similar measure, to the extent i>f Xl.oOO.OOO, was pa'^sed in 
1T95, for alfording relii'f to persons connecteil with the islands 
i>f (iri'iiada ami Si, \’ineent’s, from the diffieulties oeeasioneil 
by till' insurri‘et ion in those islands. In 1T99, a similar rebel’, 
to till* extent of was granti'd to the merchants at 

laverpool, in consi'quence «M’ the sulVerings tK*easioned by the 
stagnation of the sugar irai'.e. 

1 . 2 J n 
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In 1817, £500,000 in Exchequer bills were placed in a com- 
mission, to advance in completion «>f public works, for encou- 
raging fisheries and empk)yiiig the potu*. IJy siibsetpieiit acts, 
the same system has been coiitiiiiied from time to time. 

In 1795, the commercial pressure wiis such, that the Hank 
felt it necessary to diminish their discounts. Heing the centre 
of all the circulation of money, and the repositors of all the 
spare cash of the nation, it is subjected to be called upon for 
cash directly or indirectly, and is necessarily allectcd by every 
material failure or distress which arises from any th'ficiency of 

coin in the Ignited Kinirdoni. 

* ‘ 

In 1797, the continual drain of bullion, owing to the expen- 
sive war and loans to foreign ]>owers, raised the price of gold 
from £3. 17.s'. 10i</. jier oz. to £ k U*. per o/., ami made it evident 
that the precious metals would soon disappear. 'I'he Hank 
had made various re})resentations to the Cliancelltu* c»f the 
Exche(|uer on the subject, and anxiously recpiired repayment 
of a considerable portion of tin* debt ilue to them from (iove.rn- 
ment, then amounting to nearly {;8,t)()9,009. A loan of 
£1,509, 000 was about to be raisetl for Ireland ; it was repre- 
sented that if the measure w^as carrieil through it would be 
necessary to remit the amount in cash, and that the Hank would 
consequently be drained of specie. "I he run upon the country 
banks throughout the kingdom was severe ; that upon the 
Hank of Englaml was increasing, and had reaclaal so alarm- 
ing an extent on the 21th Eebruary, that the Deputy- 
Governor and Mr. Hosanquet waited on Mr. l*ilt to represent 
the dreailful drain of cash, ami to ask him how far he tiumght 
the Halik might go mi in paying cash, and when he w'oidd dta iii 
it necessary to interfere to pn^vent the balance ot‘ (*ash Ixung 
s(» reducc il as to provii detrimental to the immediate servic<- of 
tilt; state. In this crisis, the King w'as re*(juested to come* to 
town to assist at a im*eting «>! the Hrivy Council, on Sunday the 
20th, which was accordingly lH*ld at St. James’s ; when the 
following order was passed : — 


At 
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At the Council Clumber^ Whitehall^ February 2iMh 1797. 

“ Uy the Lords ol* his Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy 
Council : — 

Present, the Lord Chancellor, Lord President; Duke of 
Portland, Marquis Ck)rnwallis, Earl Spencer, Earl of Liver- 
‘‘ pool, Lord Grenville, Mr. Chancellor of tlie Exchequer; 

U|K)n the representation of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
‘‘ chequer, stating that, from the result of ihe information 
which he has received, and of the inquiries which it has 
“ been his duty to make resj)ecting the elfect of the unusual 
demands f«)r specie that have laa*n made uj)on the inelro- 
polls, in conse(jih‘nci‘ ol’ ill-founded or exaggerati'd alarms 
‘‘ in dilferent part^^ ol‘ the country, it aj)j)ears tliat, unless 
some measure is immediately taken, there may be reason 
to apj^rehi'iid a want of a suflicient siqiply of cash to answer 
tile exigencies of the public service. It is the unanimous 
‘^'ojiinion of the Hoard, that it is indispensably necessary for 
‘‘ the public service, that the Director^ of the Hank of Eng- 
‘‘ land should forbear issuing any cash in payment until the 
“■ s(!nse of Parliament can be taken on that subject, and the 
“ proper measures adopted thereupon for maintaining the 
means of circulation, and supporting the public and com- 
inercial credit of the kingdom at this important ccmjune- 
ture; and it is ordered, that a copy of this minute be 
“ trausmitteil to the Directors of the Hank of England, anil 
‘‘ they are hereby reipiired, on the grounds of the e\igi*ncy of 
the case, to conform thereto, until the sense of Parliament 
can be taken as aforesaid. 

(Signed) ‘‘ W. Paw ken ek.” 

The Hank immediately issued the following notici*: — 

Jhruh of EnyJmuU February 21th 1797. 

Fn consequiMU’i' of an order of his Maiesty's Privy Cimiicib 
notified to the Hank last night, co])y of which is hereunto 
‘‘ annexed ; 

'I7]e (unernor, Deputy Governor, and Directors oi the 
Hank of faigland, tliiiik it their duty to infiirm the Pro- 
prietors of the Hank Stock, as well as the public at large, 

i: tliat 
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that the general concerns of the Hank are in the most 
‘‘ affluent and prosperous situation, and such as to j)reclude 
every doubt as to tlie security of its notes. 

The Directors mean to continue their usual discounts for 
“ the accouniiodation of the connuercial interest, paying the 
ainoiint in Hank notesi. and the dividend warrants will be 
‘‘ paid in the same manner.” 

At a meeting at the Mansion-House on the same day, a 
resolution was passed declaratory of the readiness of tlie j)arties 
then present to receive Hank-notes. It was immediately 
signed by all the gentlemen present, and in a few days by 
above three thousand principal merchants, bankers, aiul 
traders. ^Shortly after the Hank began to issue one and two 
pound notes. 

'Hie measure was sanctioned by tlie 37 Geo. III. cap. and 
by a subsequent act of the same year, cap. lo, they wi‘re prolii- 
hited from issuing cash in payment ol* any debt or dtananti 
whatsoever, except in sums under twenty shillings. 

A writer of that day, referring to the subject of gold and 
paper currency, remarks : Gold and silver and other precious 

metals have a t^/ofold value — a value intrinsic and a value, 
‘‘ conventional; they are valuable on account of their own 
qualities, and they are valuabk' as the signs and pleilges of 
Mcaltli. I'his distinction men learnt to maki: in the progn ss 
of commerce, and there never was an abstraction more 
curious in itself, or in common affairs mori- important in its 
consequences. The conventional or arbitrary value of gohl 
and silver, tbe iigns and pledges of wealth, has been taken 
olf — lias been abstracted from the solid metals arul trausfei ri il 
‘‘ to paper — a very flimsy and uusubstantiaL body, and whicli 
may b(; considered as holding a middle place between inatl<‘r 
and spirit. It is not, however, the paper that is in fact the 
substitute for money, but something still more, exile — the 
promise, the act of the mind stamped upon it; so that moiujy 
has come to be not so mucb a substantial fir material, as a 
“ metaphysical thing, and so easily multiplied that the number 
“ of paper flollars in America, assignats in France, and Haiik- 
notes in Great Hritain, have almost exceeded calculation.'’ 
'^riie prompt and decisive measures, however, which were 

.'lutliorized 
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authorized by the Privy Council, and confirmed by Parliament, 
had the desired effect of entirely restoriiij^ public confidence. 

On the I5tli Decc'iiiber 1803, an act was passed, to continue 
until six nionths after the ratification of a delinitive treaty of 
peace tlie restrictions contained in the acts of 1797, 1798, 
1802, anil 1803, on payments of cash by the Hank. 

Hy the 59lh (leo. III. cap. 49, passed in 1819, the restrictions 
were to cease on the 1st May 1823. '^Phat act liowever provided, 
that whenever any person shonlil teiiiler to the Hank any note 
or notes jKiyable on demand, to an amount not less tliaii the 
j^rict* or value ol’ sixty ounces of s^old, the Hank should exdianire 
till* sanu* lor standaril ^old in !)ars at the following rales: — 

Helweeii Isl February, anil 1st October 1S20, 

at the rate of pi*r onnie Cl 1 O 

Helween 1st October 1820 and 1st May 1821,.* 3 19 0 

1st May 1821 and 1st May 1823 3 IT 10.^ 

In 1810, C2, 910, (500 capital was addl'd by the division amoiiLt 
the proprietors of part of tlie surplus profits, at ilu* rale of 
2o per cent., in proportion to the interest on the eaj)ital. 

hi M ay isyi an act was passeil, aulhoriziiiLC the Hank to 
jiay in coin of the realm instead of inirots or bars of Lrt>ld, as 
provided for in 1S19 — theri-by virtually autborizinu^ tlie resump- 
tion of eash-paymeiits. In July 1822, Parliament resolved tliat 
the burllieii oeeasioiied by tlie military and naval pensions and 
eivil superannuations siionld be apportioned into equal annual 
payments to trustees, for a specific term t>f years: and voted, 
aeei>rdin‘^ly, that an e([iial annuity ol’ £2,890,091), terminable 
at. tlie end of forty-live years from the .Ttli of April 1822, 
should be visted in trustees named by l^irliaiuent, and that 
the said annuity should be ebar^ed on thl^ CTm.solidaled l\md. 
4'be triisti'es, under an authority vested in them to si H aiul 
dispose of so mucli of the annuity as might be neces.sary for 
enabling them to pay into the Kxeheipier the sums required 
by the arts, entered into an agreenu*nl with the Hank of 
hhigland, in March 182:1, by which the Hank are to pay witliin 
the yt'ars 182.3 and 1828, both inclusive, the gross sum of 
£13,08!), 1 19, in consideration of the trustees transferring to 
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4 Geo. .1 
cap. 'J'J. 


the Bank an annuity of £585, 7i0, to commence from the 6tli 
April 1823, and to continue for a term of forty-four years, and 
then to cease. 

The sums payable by the Bank in each year are as 
follow : — 


III 1823 


1821. 


1825 


1826 


1827 


1828 



Total £13,089,111) 

The arran^ainent was confiriiied by tlie act of May IS23. 

There were two otlier important linancial inea.surcs adopted 
in the .same year, riz. the reduction in the Navy Five per Cent, 
to four per cent., every holder consentinj' to such reduction, 
receiving for every £100 five per cent, stock, £10.5 four per 
cent.; the other was the determination of the Bank to reduce 
their rates of discount from five to four per cent., which was 
however raised again in December to five per cent. 


BANKS IN INDIA, 

Public as well as private, though not chartcired bank.s, existed 
from an early period^f the Company's Govtrrnment in India; it 
was not, however, till 1806 that a public chartered bank was 
established at Calcutta. In tbai year the Bengid Ch)vernmciU, 
upon the ground that it would l)e conducive to the maintenance 
of public enrdit, to the augmentation of capital applicable to 
commerce, to the upialization of the value of money and to the 
reduction of interest, and, moreover, that it would enable the 
Government to withstand the comhination of the monied interest, 
whether directed against (lovernnient or an individiiahivsiabli.sh- 
ed a bank under tlie countenance and authority of (iovernnient. 
It was to coihsisf of nin^Dirctiors, and (Jovernment were to 

have 
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have a voice in tlie management, by nominating three of such 
Directors. 1'lie subject was fully considered by the authorities 
at home, and their sanction obtained, under a persuasion that 
it might be |)roduclive of the advantages contemplated. In 
order to remove all doubts whether llie power of the local 
(lOvenniKaits were competent to the establishment of bunks 
within the limits of the Supreme Courts, an act (the 47th 
Cieo. Ill, cap. dS) was olnained, vesting the requisite powers 
in tlic Ciovernmeiits : subject, upon any occasion of its exercise, 
to approbation from Knglaml. 

'J'he advantages anticipated appear to have been fully rea- 
lized; Govi rnment was (mabled to withdraw from circulation a 
depreeiat(‘d currency which embarrassed all its operalion>, and 
was productive of infinite inconvenience and injury to the 
public: an unobjectionaljle currency was substituted: a fund 
was established wliicli supplied the demands of the community : 
no scarcity of specie was any longer heard of ; the rate of 
interest, both on public and ])rivate loans, was reduced, and the 
(lovernineiit relieved frcJin all financial difficulty. 

'i'he i lablishinent of llie (loverniiunt Bank at Madras, 
which look pLice in 1S()5, was occasioiieil by intelligence 
liaviiig reached India of the liosliUi designs ol the Fr(‘nch : 
wIk'M, among other precautionary measures, it w.ls deemed 
advisabh* to secure a deposit of fumls. This bank was solely 
under the authority of Cu)vermncnt, upon which principle it 
has since Ciinlimied to be conducted. 

At Bomliay no bunk under the authority of Clovermnciit has 
Vet been established. 


L A \V S. 

Directors of Ilrnik of En*ylaiid nol to be Directors of the Easi-ludin 

Com pan If, 

NotU' li>:'y 1 (• (!) And l)e it enacted by the authority aforesaid. i"io. 

oHhr future elections of (lovernor, i)ej)iity-(io- 

K;ist - Iiirlia vernor, or Directors of the respective corporations ot 
Comimny at ilic Banti of Kiii^latid and of thv riiiled Coinpanv of 

same tiiiu*. «, I 1 , !• ‘11. t !• * II 

Merchants ol r.ngland tnuling to the hast-lndics. all 
and every person or persons who shall be i lected CJovernor, l)e- 
piity-f *o\ernor, or Director of the Bigik of Knglaiul. shall, during 
the year for which he or they shall be ^lik'tcd, be incapable of lieing 

chosen 
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LAWS, chosen Director or Directors for the management of tlie aftairs of the 
said United Company; and all and every person or persons who 
shall be elected a Director or Directors of the said United C'onipany, 
shall, during the year for which he or they shall he so elected, be 
incapable of being chosen a (Jovernor, or Deputy-Governor, or Di- 
rector or Directors of the Bank of England. 

Banks may he established in India. 

isoT. ^ (2) And whereas it may be expedient that public Tho Ciownt- 

^ hanks for the deposit and loan of money, and tlie 

§ s. negotiation of securities, and other purposes, should ptiblic banks 
be established in the East-Indies, and that the indi- ‘**^’^*^* 
viduals who may become members thereof should be incorporateil 
under and by the authority of the respective governments iii tlie 
East-Indies ; but doubts have been entertained, whether the powers 
of those governments are competent to the establishment of such 
banks within the local limits of the jurisdiction of the several courts 
of justice in India which have been established by his Majesty’s 
charters, and it is ex|)edient that such doubts should be removed; 
be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted and declared, that 
it shall and may be lawful to and for the several governments in tin* 
East-Indies to establish such public banks, with perpetual succession, 
and such rights, privileges, franchises, and immunities as are inci- 
dental or are usually granted to corporations legally erected in that 
part of the United Kingdom of (ireat Britain and In land called 
England, and under and subject to sucli terms and (.onditions a?> they 
shall sec fit; and that the several persons who shall be so incorpo- 
rated, and their heirs, executors, administrators, and shall 

have, hold, enjoy, and be entitled to all such rights, |)rivileges, fran- 
chises, and immunities, a.s well within as beyond the h>cal limits of 
the jurisdiction of the several courts ot* justica* so C'^taolishecl as afore- 
said, according to the true intent and meaning of the several orders 
or acts, by virtue ol* which any such hanks or corporations shali he 
so established : j)rovid6d always, that the establishment of any such 
hanks or corporations shall not he valid or effectuah until they shall 
have received the approbation oU.jJu^ Court of Directors of' the said 
Company, subject to the cf»ntrol m the Board of C’ommissioncrs for 
the Affairs of India for tin? time being. 


Members or Suhserihrrs to lihnks. 

§ ‘j. (3) And be it enacted, that it sliall and may he All |»vrMiin in 

lawful to and for all persons whomsoever in the ser- ?!“ 
vice of the said Company, and for all the judgi?s of nifiy to 

the several courts of justice in India, to suhscrihe to 
and become members of any such hank or cor)u)ration as aforesaid, 
and that it shall he lawful to and for any person or persons in tin? 
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service of the said Company to be elected or appointed, or to LAWS, 

become directors or inanagers thereof ; any thing contained in the — j 

said act of the thirty-third year of his present Majesty’s reign, or 
any other act of Parliament, to tljc contrary thereof in anywise not- c. m, § o, 
withstanding. 

(4) IVovided always, and he it further enacted, that No judge to he § lo. 
no judge of any of the said courts of justice in India, ® 
established hy liis Majesty’s charter, sliall he ca|)able of being 
appointed to or holding the office of the director or manager of any 
such bank or corporation. 
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 
AFFAIRS OF INDIA. 


Previots to 1781, the aflliirs of India were administerod liy 
the East-Iiidia Company, without any direct control on the part 
of his Majesty’s Government. In that year it was enacted hv 
Parliament, that the Court of Directors should ileliver to the 
Lords of Treasury copies of all letters and orders relating to 
the revenues of the C'ompany, anil to one of his Maiesty^s 
Secretaries of State copies of all letters and orih rs n latiiii^^ to 
the civil and military government and affairs of the C'ompany, 
or of their servants in India; also that the (‘oiirl shouhl he 
bound by such instructions as they might reeiive from liis 
Majesty, througli i>ne of the Secretaries «)f State*, so far as 
related to the conduct and transactions of the C'ompany and 
their servants with the country powi rs in India, as well to the 
levying war as to making j)eace. 

This arrangement continued in force until the yj ar ITS I, 
when it was superseded by the act of 21lh Geo. Ill, cap. y.i, 
under which the Board of Commissioners for the AlTairs of India 
AVfis first constituted. 

The followirm statement of the circumstances which hal to 
the institution of that Board, may aflord a usefid introdiiclioii 
to the various enactmetUs which prescribe the natiin: anil extent 
of the powers with which it is invi:sted. 

About the year 1780, various discussions upon points con- 
nected with India took place iff ihe House of Commons, anil 
were continued with great earnestness during the two suc- 
ceeding years. In 1782 a select committee of the House of 
Commons was appointed, for the specific purpose of inipiiriiig 
into the state of the administration of justice in India, and of 
considering liow tb^ i British possessions in tlie East could be 
held with most advantage to Great I^ritain, as well as to the 
native population of India. I’Jie session of 1782 closed with- 
out any measure lieiiig proposed to l^arliamerit; hut the aflairs 
of the Company, and the* necessity of frairiing some rcgiila- 

tiims 
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lions (or the future nriiinagement 4>f them, foritied a prominent 
feature in the Kiiifr’s speech upon the opening of Parliament 
in the year 1783 : — ‘‘ The situation of the P2ast>li)dia Coui- 
‘‘ pany will require the utmost exertions of your wisdom to 
inaintain and improve die valiiuhle advantages derived from 
‘‘ our Indian possessions, and to jiroiiiotc and to secure the 
“ liappiness of the native inhabitants of those* provinces.” On 
the IHth 4)f November in that year, leave wils given to bring 
in a bill for vesting the affairs of tlie CJornpaiiy in the hands 
of commissioners, for tluf bmiefit of the proprietors and the 
public ; and also aiiotlu*!' bill for the belter government of 
die territ«>rial possessions and dependencies in India. Tliese 
bills were subsetpieiilly formed into one, well know'ii as “ Mr. 

Fox’s Fast-Iiulia Hill.” The following is a brief outline of 
tile nature of the bills, their objc c ts, anil the grounds u}>on 
which they were brought forward and opposed. 

Hy tlie form<*r of these bills the whole govermneiit and 
management of the territorial possessions, revenues, and com- 
merce of the Company, togetlier with all tlie powders Ixfore 
vested in the (’ourls of Directors or Proprietors, should Ik‘ 
vested in Smn Dlnctors named in the act, for four years. 'Fhe 
pei Mins nominated in the C'onimiltee to be Directin’s were, Earl 
!‘'i I /william, Mr. I-’n^deriek ^lontagu. Lord Lewisham, ]Mr. 
Cm;o. Aug. N\»rth, Sir (filbert Ellitut, Sir Henry Fletcher, and 
Mr. (iii-gory. 

Shu' ^Issisfunt’- Din rtars^ being projirielors of £2,000 stock 
1 aeli, were to be appointed, (br the si>le purpose of managing 
the eoiumereial eonei*rns of tlu* C'oinpany — to act under the 
ordei’s of, and la* subject to tlie sevtai Dijrc'i'lors before named. 

All vaeaneii’s in tlu: offiei* of Din etors wei\* to be filled by 
his ^lajesty, and those of lhet;;j^&islaiil-l )ireetors by tlie Pri>- 
prietors, at an eli’ctioii by open poll. 

'I’lie Assisi ant- 1 )iri*ctors were to be removealile bv five 
Directors; the Directors and Assistant-Diii'ctors were to lie 
roniovealile by bis Alajesty, tn>on an address of either House 
of l\ir\ ianient. , 

The Directors were to have aiilbority to remove, suspend, 
ajipoint, or restore any of llie officers in the C’ompany’s service, 
cither civil or military. 


It 
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It provided for the speedy and cflcctual trial of all porsoiH 
charged with oflences in India, and for the prevention of all 
parties so charged from returning to India before an examina- 
tion had taken place : — each Director was to enter upon the 
journals, and subscribe his name, with the specific reasons for 
his vote on the particular case. A decision was to be had on 
any diflereiices or doubts which might arise amongst the niem- 
Ixjrs of the Governments in India, within three months after 
the account should have reached the Directors. If any ilolay 
in sucli decision, their rej^sons were to be entered for not coming 
to a determination. 

The Directors and Assistant- Directors were not to hold any 
office whatever in the service of the Company, or any jilace of 
jirofit from the Crown, during pleasure. '^I'he Directors were 
not disqualifieil from sitting in the House of Comina|is. Macli 
Assistant-Director was to receive a salary of £o()0 per annum 
from the Comjnuiy. 

The second bill went to exjdain llie powers vested in tlu‘ 
Governor-Ctencral and C’ouneil by tlu* act of 177:1, and forbiid 
the exchange, acquisition, or invasion of any territory in India: 
declared the acceptance of prescaits illegal : prescribed a mode 
for adjusting the <li.sputes between the Nalu)l) of Areot and (lie 
Kajali of '^I’anjoie, or between tluan and their British creditor s: 
explained the powers of the Ciovernor-Gem ral in C’onncil ovt r 
the other Presichaicies, as to war, peace, and treatie',; di^jiiali- 
tiod the agent of any protected jirincts and ail pi rsoiis in the 
service of the Coinjiany, from sitting in tin; House of C'oinnions 
iluring their ci^ntinuanct? in such einploymi'iit, and for a certain 
time after their quitting such service; lastly, it directed that 
all oflences against the proposed act might he jirosecnted in 
the courts in India, or in the Court of King’s Bench. 

The arguments urged in opposition to the hills were, first, 
the arbitrarv defeasance of the e liarti-red rights of the C'onrts of* 
Proprietors and Directors, without a jnstifrable j>le:i of neci s- 
sity ; and, secoiully, the dangerous power lodged in the hands 
of the new cornmissiqiiers. 

"riie siqiporters of the bill, w ith re gard to the first ol)jt‘ctie>n, 
referred to the acts cif 177:1, depriving the C>Of) stock-liohlers 
of the right of voting, and to the act of I7HI; which, it was 

contended. 
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contended, all interrered, more or less, with the Company’s 
chartered rij^hts. They remarked, that it was admitted on all 
sides that scjnie revision was requisite, and asked how it was 
])OSsible to attempt any regulation without violating tlie Com- 
pany’s charter. On the other side it was contended that, 
thougli some relbrm was necessar\% the extent of the remedy 
went in/initely beyond the extent of the necessity; that tiie 
tlisfranchisemeiil of the members of the Company, and the 
confiscation of their pnipertv, could only be justified by acts 
of delin(|uency legally established. It was replit il, that the bill 
veste<l it in tht^ C'ompany in trust for the sole benefit of the 
Proprietors. 

Ihit to whom, il was ii^keik were tlu‘ Proj>rii‘tors to apply 
for relief in cases of the grossest abuse of the trust It i*oul(l 
only be to Parliament ; wlu^rt', in any dispute, the corrupt 
iiifliuaice creati tl by the liills woiiitl readily procure to any 
minister a niajorily in his favour. 

In support of tiu* bills, ac<'ounts were brouglit forward to 
slu'w that the Company wi-re on the verge ot* bankruptcy ; 
whilst, on the otlu*r side, it was avt‘rred that thi‘se accounts 
wt*ri* absolutely false : and another account was jiresented t4> 
the I hnise, prt pared by the. C’cMirt of* Directors, shew ing a 
balance of lu^irly fmir millions in the C’t»mptiny’s favour. 

riu* secoiul bead <)f abusi*s broiiglu h»rwaril ri'laled to the 
government in India. 'Three ]>oints were noticed as alfot'ted 
by the prevailing system : first, the imlepi udeiil powers of llial 
country, agaiiisi wluun, il was contended, extra vagiint ]>n>jecls 
and expensivi* wars bad been enti‘reil inft> by the C\)mj)aiiy, 
for llu' purpose of exli nding their tlominioii'' : sicondly, the 
stales ill alliance with us, <ir th-pi’iuleni on iis, timards wliom 
a ruinous inti*rfen*nc(! had been exiTeisi’d, their rights in- 
vadeil, aids and trdiuli' uiijiistTy t*xacleil, aiul tlie enormous 
peculations of thi* Compaiiv’s M-rvants, anil ilisonlias and 
ra])acit\ ol* the military ; and, thirdly, our ow n tei ritorial pos- 
sessions, goveriu'd wiili the single view of transmitting wealth 
to Kuro]>e. 

Although the evils were allowed to exisf, still the picture 
ilrawn of them was deemeik to be inucli cxaggerateil : but whilst 
remedies were admitte<l to be necessary, a total change ot 

svslcni 
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l^as 4iio$t, strongly opposed. It was insisted on» that 
the Compiuiy’s despatches to Iiuliu were, for the most part, 
consonant to policy and humanity ; and, as a check upon any 
collusion between the servants of the Coinpuny and their 
masters had been given by act of Parliunient, it was stated 
that, by amending a few errors and siipph'iiig a tew defects, 
a control might be establisbeil over the C'oinpuiy suilicient 
for the purpose of good government, without the violent demo* 
lition of its rights, as aimed at hy the proposed bill. lJut the 
argument most strong^ insisted upon was, the creation of a 
new and unconstitutional power — a kind of fourth estate in the 
realm.; and by the enormous iufliu^nee it lodged in tlu* liaiuls 
of a faction for four years, might, in the end, annihilate the 
power of the Crown and subvert the coustituiion. 

The bill excited the immediate atul warm op|K}|||tion of the 
Directors and Proprietors : an appeal against it was agreed to 
in the General Court, on the 21st of Xov(‘iiiber 1782. A peti- 
tion from the Company was accordingly presentetl to the 
House of Commons on the 2oth of that month, setting forth 
that the proposed bill tlestroyed the constitution, aiul wholly 
subverted the rights and privileges given to the Company hy 
their charter, iiiatle ftir valuable consiclerutioiis, and confirmed 
by divers acts of Parliamentj confiscating ilicnr property, and 
seizing and taking possession of all their lands, tenements, 
houses, warehouses, and other buildings, lx>ok.s, records, 
charters, letters and cither papers, ships, vessels, giKiils, ware-s, 
merchandize, money, securities for monev, ami otlu r eflects 
belonging to the Company (a pr<iceeding most cciiitrary to tlie 
sacred rights of British subjects), anil praying to he heard by 
counsel. Messrs, lions and Ihillas were* appoint (*d couiiscd. 

In the debate on the 27 ih ..govern her 1788, Mr. Pitt stated 
that he had pledged himself to tJie House, ami to the world 
at large, to point out the dreadful tendency of the hill on every 
thing dear and sacred to KiiglLsIimeii, to provi^ its inimicai 
influence on the constitution and lilK?rties of the country, and 
to establish, hy uiidetiiahle evidence, the false ami )K'riucioiis 
principles on w^hloh it was founded. 'I'lie alleged bankruptcy 
of -the Kast-India C>oinpany, he contemicti, was not proved; 
Init had it t>eeii fbiimled, he dim led it to be a fit plea to warrant 

the 
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the passing the hill. - He trusted the Hotise had t^o, much' 
regard for its own honour and dignity, too scropolous an 
attention to justice, and t(R> coiiscieiitioiis an adherence to their 
duty to their const itiients, to siip}>ort the uiinister in one of 
the boldest, most unprecedented, iiio.st desperate and alarming 
attempts at the cxerci.se of tyranny that ever disgraced the 
annals of this or aii}' other country. Alluding to Mr. Fox, lie 
observes, ‘‘ ^ITie right honourable gentlenian, who.se eloquence 
“ and whose abi]iti(*s would leiul a grace to deformit}^ has 
“ appealed to the passions, and pressed lionit; the distressed 
situation of the unhappy natives of India, a situation which 
“ every man must deeply deplore and anxiously whili to 
‘‘ relieve: hut ought th<^ right honourable gentleman to pro- 
“ ceed to the proteetioii of the <*pj)re.ssecl abroad, l>y enforcing 
“ the most gpb]>aralleled oppression at home ? Was the relief to 
be atlministertHl in Asia, to be grounded t>n violence and 
“ injustice in Kurope?’* 

Mr. Pitt afic*rwards justified the financial siatenu*nt .set fortli 
by thi? Court of Din^ctors, and moveil the adjournment of the 
ilebate : which motion was negalivtal by 229 nf>es to 120 ayes. 
On the 8th necemher the bill passed the C'ommons, on a divi- 
sion of 208 to 102, and was the next day carried to the Fords, 

It has been remarked, that on the division, several t»f the 
members well known as the friends of his ^Majesty gave their 
votes on the siile of oppi>silion. It was, however, generally 
imagined that ministers Mere too strong to be aflected, and it 
was decaned to the last degree improbable that they should 
have; adopted a measure of such infinite imjRU'tance, either 
without knowing, or contrary to, the inclinations of the King, 
'riie Company lost no time in presenting a petition to the 
House of Lord .s, similar in itn}>6^ to that which had been laid 
before the Hoii.se of Coniinons ; and here the appeal was more 
successful. Oil the first reading, M'liich Ux^k place the 11th 
December, Karl 'rcinple. Lord Tluirlo%v, aiul the Diikc^ of 
Kichmond, expre.'^sed their abhorreiiee of the measure in tlie 
most uiiqualifieil terms. Tlie second reading was fixed for 
Monday the 15th D<*ceiiiber. Various rumours began to cir- 
culate. It was confidently afliriiit'd that Karl 'iVmple had 
been ordered to attend the King, and that a written note had 

1 - l>eeii 
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been put into his hands, in whicli his Majesty decliirecLtliat ho 
should deem those who should vote tor it, not only not his 
“ friends but his enemies, and that if JLord Temple could put it 
“ in stronger words, ho had full authority to do so.” Circum- 
stances which took place on the second reading of the hill, on 
the loth December, appeared to confirm the truth of tlie reports. 
— Several peers who had entrusted their proxies to the minister 
and his friends, withdrew them only a few hours before the 
House met, and othorarvoted in opjmsitioii to liim, so that he 
was left ill a minority of 79 to 87.' In the dehatc, on the ques- 
tion for adjournment moved hv the Duke of C'haiuios, for the 
purpose of liearing counsel, 'Feinplc acknowledged that 

he had been admitted to an audience ol‘ the King, and con- 
tended that, as a jieer of the realm, he had a right to offer liis 
Majest}' such advice as he might ihinic j>roper. He luul, he 
said, giv'en his advice: what that was he would not say — it was 
lodged in the breast of the King: nor would he declare the 
purport of it witluuit his iVIajesty’s consent, or till he saw a 
proper occasion. But though he would not declare alKrnui- 
tively w'hat his advice to his sovereign was, he v.'oiild tell their 
Lordsliips, negatively, what it was in)t — it was not friendly to 
the principles and objects of the bill. 

In the House of Coimnons, reference uas made to the above- 
mentioned reports, and a motion was submitted by Mr. Baker, 
‘‘ That it is mjw necessary to declare, that to n j)ort any 
opinion, or pretended opinion f)f his ^Majesty, upon any bill 
‘‘ or other procee<lings depending in either House of Barlia- 
“ ment, with a view to influence the votes of the members, is 
a high crime and misdemeanor, derogatory to the lionour of 
“ the Crown, a breach of the fundamental privih*ges of Parlia- 
ment, and subversive of the constitution.” I.fird Maitland 
seconded the motion: which was strongly opposed hy Mr. l^itt, 
who, with reference to the criminality of the facts which were 
the subjects of these reports, denied that it was criminal in 
any of the peers, who were the acknowledged herc’ditary 
counsellors of the crown, to give his a<lvice to the King, in any 
case whatever ; and as to the bn!acli of privilege of I'arliaineiit, 
he contendetl that the precedents which hatl been ri*a<l from 
thejonrnals, though selecUMl from the of King 

Charles 
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Charles the First, were in no wise applicable to the present 
case. After a warm debate, the motion was carried by 153 to 
80. It was then resolved, that on the Monday following the 
House would resolve itself into a committee of the whole House, 
to take into consideration the present state of the nation. 

As a change of ministers appeared to be determined on, 
and, consecpieiitl}', a dissolution of Parliament, immediately 
after these resolutions Mr. Erskine moved, “ that it is neces- 
sary to tlie most essential interests of this kingdom, and 
‘‘ peculiarly ineiimbent on this House, to pursue with unre- 
‘‘ mitling attention the consideration of a suitable remedy for 
the abuses which liave prevailed in the government of the 
llritish dominions ill the ICast-Indies ; anti that this House 
will consider as an enemy to his country any person who 
‘‘ sliall pr^inne to advise his Majesty to prevent, or in any 
manner interrupt the discharge of this important duty.” 
'llie motion was opptised as factious, and touching on the 
iindouhted prt*r<>gative of the Crown without any Justifiable 
cause. A lueinber observed, that the true meaning and intent 
of tile motion was, that it is necessary, for securing the pre- 
sent administ rat ion's conliiuiance in office, that no dissolu- 
‘‘ tion of' l^irliaineiit should lake place at present.” 

'The motion was, however, carried by tiie same majority as 
tlui fin’iner. On W'eilnesday, the ITtli Dcx'einber, the bill was 
rejected by the Lords, on a <livisioii of ninety-five to seventy- 
six. 

At twelve oVlock on tlie fiillowing night, the 18th Decein- 
b<T, a messenger delivereil to the two Secretaries of Slate his 
^lajesly’s onlcrs, that they should deliver up the seals of 
their officers, and seiul them by the under Secretaries, Mr. 
“ h'rasi.T and Air. \i [n*aii, as , a personal interview' on the 
occasion wonlil he disagreeabk^ to bini.” 

Lord "^IVanple ri'ceived the seals from his Majesty, and his 
Lordship s(»nl letters of dismission to the Cabinet C'oiineil the 
following day. At the same time, Mr. Pitt was appointed First 
l-.ord 4>f the Treasury aiul C'haiicellor t)f the Exchequer, aiuk 
Earl Ciower President of the Cinineil. On the 22d, I.ord 
Temple resigiiod the seals 4>r office, and tliev were delivered 
to Lord Sydney, as SeereUiry of State for tlie Home Depart- 

V 2 ment. 
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ineiit, aiul also to the Marquess of CUiriiuirthen for the Foreign. 
Lord Thurlow was appointed Lord Chancellor; the Otikc of 
Rutland, I-*ord Privy-Seal; Viscount Howe, F^'irst Lord of the 
Admiralty; and the Duke of llichnioiid, Mastei^Getieral of 
tlie Oi'dnance; Mr. William Ciiviiville and Lord Miilgrave 
succeeded Mr. Piirke in the Pay-Office; and Mr. Henry 
Dundas was appointed Treasiirov of the Navy. 

On the fate of the bill being comnuinicated to the Greneral 
Court, on the 1 9th l>eceinbcr, a motion was made, ‘‘ that 
the thanks of the Court l>e presented to fourteen members 
" of the Court of Directors (naming each), for their steady, 
“ virtuous, and manly fortitude, in adhering to their duty, 
and opposing the late violent attemj)ts made upon the 
chartered rights and franchises of the Company, also lor the 
assistance thus rendered to the Conitnittee of Proprietors, 
appointed by the General Court to watch over the rights of 
the Company and maintain their privileges.” An amend** 
ment was inoveci, to leave out the names of the fourteen 
members, and insert the words ‘ the CV^iirt of Directors:’.” 
which was lost, and the original motion earried hy a very 
large majority ; the Directors who were naineil being 

Nathaniel Smitli, lOsq., Chairman ; 

William Devayiies, Esq. l)ej>uty Chairman : 

Kenjamiii Loot In Esq. 

William Hensley, F^sq. 

Jacob Ilosanquet, Es<j. 

Charles Boddam, Flsf|. 

Lionel Darell, Esq. 

John Hunter, Esq. 

William Mills, Ivsq. 

Thomas Parry, F^sq. 

John Roberts, Esep 

Samuel Smith, jun. J^sq. 

Lawrence Sulivari, Esq. and 

John l^ownson, Flsq. 

Unanimous votes of thanks were passed to George Johnston, 
£sq., ami Richard Atkinson, Ksq., ior their services in the 
Committee of Proprietors, and to .the Council who had tie- 
fended the Company’s rights at the bars of Iwfh Houses of 

Parliament ; 
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Piirliameiit ; and three pi*oprjetx>rs were uimniinciu^iy requeste<l 
to conic forward as candidates to fill the three vacancies occa- 
sioned by the resignations of Sir llenrj^ Fletcher, liurt., and 
Jacob Wilkinson, Ksq., and the death of Sir Wiilium James, 
Bart. 

At a Ciencral C'onrt held on the following day, a unani- 
mous resolution w^as passed, declaratory of the Company’s 
readiness at all times to treat in an amicable manner with liis 
Majesty’s ministers, upon all such regulations of the Com- 
pany’s affairs as shall he lor ihegeneral weH’aro oftlie public and 
tlie Vines of thanks also were jiassed unaiiiiiiousi}^ to 

the Lord Mayor, AUlernu;n, Common C'onneil and Livery of 
the city of London, for the ready and firm assistance given 
by them to the Company : and to John Smith, the Com- 

pany’s solicitor, for the great ability, zeal, and diligence he 
had^-shcwii in defence of the Company’s rights; and it was 
unanimously recoinineiided to tlu^ C\>urt of Directors to make 
such compliiiieiilary ])resent as they might think fit to the 
counsel eiiiployod in the Company’s defence, and also to the 
Ctimpany’s solicitor. 

A report b(*ing prevalent t>f nii intended dissolution of 
Parliament, the House of Coiiimons went into a commit tee 
on the Stall! of the Nation, on the 22d of December 1783, 
and agreed to supplicate bis Majesty no( to dissolve the Par- 
liament ; urging, among other considerations, the necessity 
for reformation in the government of the Kast-Iiidies at 
home and abroad.” 

II is ]Majt!sty was jileased, on tlie 2ith December 1783, to 
signify liis acipiiescetuv in the request of the House of Coin- 
iiions; and, in bis reply, his Majesty observeil, “the stale 
of tile Fast Indies is an object of as much delicacy and 
‘‘ importance as can exercise the wisdom and justice of 
Parliament.” 

A resolution having been proposed by Lord Heaticbr.mp, 
and agreed to by the House, restricting the Company from 
accepting bills of exchange but under certain coiulil ions, and 
another resolution mined by the Karl of iSurroy for an address 
to his Majesty, praying that his Majesty would not grant the 
office of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster to any person, 

i 3 olherwiM' 
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otherwise tlian during pleasure, before the 20th January, the 
House adjourned to the 12lh of that mouth. 

Conferences had been held l>et\veeu his Majestj^s ministers 
and the Court of Directors, with the view of framing a bill to 
be submitted to Parliament for the future government of the 
Company : the same having been agreed upon, it was com- 
municated by the Court of Directors to the Court of Pro- 
prietors on the 8th of January 1781; who, on the lOth, 
adopted the following resolution by tlie ballot, the numbers 
being 250 ayes and 50 nays: ‘‘ that, confiding in the wisdom 
of Parliament for an effect ual relief in the rt*spite of duties, 
for such time as the exigency of the C\)mpany\s affairs may 
“ appear to recpiire, and for permitting the acceptance of the 
unaccepted bills, so that they may become jiayable at such 
‘‘ times as it shall appear that the Company will, in the 
ordinary course of their affairs, be a!)Ie to pay the same; 
and also confitling that all appointments of servants and the 
‘‘ management of the Company’s comnuTce shall remai.n 
“ wholly with the Company ; it is the opinion of this Court, 
that it will be expedient for the C’ompany cheerfully to 
“ acquiesce in the following powers being vested in Ciovern- 
ment, riz. first, that all despatelies to or from India on the 
•• subject of the civil or military goviu’innent or revenue be 
“ connnuiiicated to one of the King’s ministcMs, and that 
‘‘ tile Directors shall be bound to conform to his Majesty’s 
pleasure, sigiiificMl within a eompi teiit lime ; thereupon the 
‘‘ Company confiding that such controlling power will he 
** vested in an efficient minister, or oilier person or p«'rsons, 
“ enabled by their silualion anil fiinetioiis t<» attend to tln! 
** affairs of the Company as they arise. — Secondly, that as 
despatches to India relative to c’omiiiercial affairs may be 
** connected wiifi tlie civil or military government or revenues 
‘‘ of the Company, all despatelies on commercial affairs sliall 
also be transmitted in like iiiaiiner ; and the minister to 
whom they are transmitted shall have* power to put a nega- 
tiv(* thereupon, in such cases only whcfrc; the commercial 
affairs are connected with the civil or military government 
or revenues t)f the C/ompany, stating his reasons in writing 
‘‘ for such negative: and if the C’ojnpany slgill not alter the 



BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 


71 

same so as to obtain its approbation, they may apply by 
‘‘ petition to bis Majesty in C'ouiicLl, whose decision on the 
limiter in dispute .sh:ill be conclusive.” 

On the 14‘th January, four days after the above resolutions 
had been a^retal to by the Proprietors, Mr. I^itt moved for 
leave to brin^ in a bill, ‘‘ for the better Ooverninent and 
Mana«*[einent of the Aflairs of the i'.ast-India Company.” 
Such bill was accordingly introduced on tlu: 10th of January 
1781, and read a secoiul lime on the 23d; hut, on the motion 
for its l>f;in;^ committed, was lost : the iiiimla^rs having been, 
211 for, and 222 against tlu* motion. 

No sooner had this decision taken place, liian Mr. Tox gave 
notice of liis intention to bring in another hill, for the 
better Kegidatioii lyid ^Management of the Affairs of the 
East-India Company.” 

(Jii the lollowing day,u.saii impression prevailc il tliat a disso* 
lution of J\*iili:mK'ni would take place, Mr. Powys asked tlie 
minister whether he <-ou](l pltdgt^ himselt' tlial the House 
shouhl niiret there in Parliament on Mondav next. The 
minister was also called uj>on tt> give the House some satis- 
lactory reasons for Ins ctmtiiuiing in othce, after re]>eateil resolu- 
tions hail jiassed against liiiii, Mr. I'itt observed, that although 
a minister (‘ontinuing at his pewt alter the IIohm* of C'ominons 
had declared him undeserving of their ronfulenci* w as novel and 
extraordinary, yet it was hy no means uneouNiitutioiial. He 
conceivi'd that, by llu* constitution, neither tile appointment 
or removal of a minister rested with that House. That lie 
neither coidd or ought l«) remain long in such a si I nation ; 
but it behoved him to consider who were likely to be his 
successtirs ; ami he was bouiul in honour and duty so far to 
suppt)rl llu* jirerogative of the Crown, as not to quit a situa- 
tion liecause it was beconu? difKcult or dangi*rous, till he saw 
some prospect i>l its being filleil in a manner more acceptable 
to all the parties conct‘nied. 

V\ ith tlu* > itwv ot pixmioting a reconciliation of parties, a 
meeting ol iu*arly sevi*nty nieinbiU's look place on the 2C>tli 
•lanuary, at llu* St, Alhan’s 'Pavi'm ; but the Duke of Pi>rtland 
dctdiiied having any inlei‘vii»u' with Mr. Pitt, so long as the 
latter held his situation i>f prinu* minister in defi.aiice «)J' the 

V 1 resolutioiu* 
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rcsi^iciiis olVthc llocisc^,: Mr. Pitt i»ull declined re&iguiiijf, 
eithei^ virtually w actually, as a prcliiuinary to a negotiation. 
On the 2d February, in the Ilduse of Commons Mr. Coke 
moved a resolution, having for its object the reprelu^isiun of 
Mr. Pitt’s refusal to resign, declaring “ that the coutiiiuarice 
.of the present ministers in olfice was xui obstacle U> the 
forming a firm, erticient, extended, aii<i niiited adininistra'- 
‘V tioii.” This motion wils strongly opposed, on liie grounds 
of .Uie growing popularity of the new administration, and the 
JHpOusc were adjured not to provoke the people to go to the 
foot of the throne and implore the Crow'n to rescue them from 
its tyranny. Mr. Pitt threw himself on the candour and justice 
of the House, but declared iiriiily that he wt)uld not by any 
iiiaiiagerneiit L)e induced to resign. march out €>f bis |K»sl 

:witb a halter about liis neck, change his arinoiir, and ineunly 
^beg to be readmitted aiiul considered as a volunteer in the army of 
the eiicn^’, was an liuiniliatloii to w hich he would never submit. 
. . Ill the House of Lords.* on the lili of February, Lord 
Klfiiighaiii brought forward a iiiotkm, ileclariiig that, accord- 
iiig to the known principles of this excellent constitution, 
the Undoubted authority of ajipouiiing to the great officer 
^ of the executive government is solely ve»steil in his Majesty^ 
^ and tlial this House has every reason U) place the tirineat 
reliance in his Alajesly’s w isdoJii in the exercise of pre- 
** rogative.” It passed without a division; and an address^ 
founded thereon, was presented to the King. 

It ap[>ears that his Alajesty wrote to Mr. Pitt on tlie day 
this address was expected to be iiiovcti in the House of Lords, 
and expressed himself in this manner, after lumeiitiiig the 
length to which the House of C*ominons had gone: I pHist 

** the Jiou.sc:ajf Lords will this day ieel that the hour is cuin<* 
for which the wisiloiii of our ancestors established that 
** respectable corps in the state, U> prevent eitlier the Crown 
or tlie Coininoiis from eneroacliing on each other. Indeed, 
should not the I^)rds stand boldly forth, this constitution 
‘vjoiust soon be changed; for if the only two rcmaitiing pri- 
M viieges of the Crown are infringed, that of iic>gntiving bills 
which have passed l>oiii Houses of i’arliaimmt, and tlmt of 
** Jiaiuing the ministers to be employed, I cannot • but feel. 
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ast fiir as regards my person, that 1 tan be no longer of 
“‘‘utility to this country,' nor can with honour continue in 
“ this wliiiid" " 

On the 11th of February, in a debate in the House of 
C'Ommohs, on the necessity of a ministry beitig formed wliich 
should embrace niemlx^rs of botli administrations, Mr. Fox 
avowed bis opinion that the House of Commons had, and 
ought to have, u real and siibstaiitiai negative in the nomina- 
tion of ininisler of state. Mr. Pitt declared, that he would 
not recede from )iis former deterniiiialion. He denied that 
1 here were any constitutional means to force him to resign; 
the proper method was by an address to the C-rown. 

During tliese transactions, addresses from ilie corporation 
and merchants of London, and from i-arions parts of the 
coiintr}', were presented to the King, strongly expressive of 
their confidence in t)ie ministers, condemning the violent prt>- 
cecdiiigs of the House of C'onimons in ct)nsecpience of Mr. 
Fox^s dismissal fnun office, anti promising support to his 
Majesty in the exercise of his constitutional prerogative. 

Endeavours to bring about an amicable negotiation l>eing 
still persevered in, it was suggested that the Duke of Portland 
should be requested !>y the King to have a conference with 
Mr. Pitt, for the jnirpom' of forming a new administration. 
4'his proposition was reluctantly acceded to by the King, who 
on the 15tli February 1781 wrote to Mr. Pitt : “ My present 
“ situation is, perlia]>s, the most singular that ever occurred, 
“ cither in the annals of this or any other country ; for the 
“ House of Lortls, by a not less majority than near two to one, 
** liave declared in luy favour, ami my subjects at large, in a 
“ much more conNiderable }>ro]>ortion, are not less decided; 
“ to combat which Opposition have only a majority of twenty, 
“ or at most thirty, in the House of Commons, who, I am 
“ soiTy to add, seem ns yet willing to lU'eveiit the public sup- 
“ plies. Though 1 cerlaiiily have never much valued popu- 
“ larity, yet I <lo not think it is to be despised when arising 
“ from a rectitude of conduct, and when it is to be retained 
“ by following the same respectable path which conviction 
“ makes me esteem — that €>f duty: as caleulaUHi to prevent 
“ one branch of the legislature frein aniiihiluting the other 

“ two. 



HOARD OF COMMISSIONEUS. 


71 

two^ and sei:^ing also tlie executive power, to which she has 
no claim. 1 will, though reluctantly, go so iur as to autho- 
rize a message in my mime to he carried to the Duke of 
PortlaiuL expressing a desire that he and Mr. I’itt may 
confer on the means of forming an administration on a 
w’ide basis, as the only means of liealing the divisions wliicli 
stop the business of the nation. Shotdd the Duke of IWt- 
“ land, when required by me, refuse to meet Mr. Pill, more 
“ especially upon the strange plea he has as yvi held forth” 
(a refusal to resign), I must here declare, that 1 shall not 
“ deem it riglit for me ever to address myself again to him. 

The message must be tlrawn on paper, as must every thing 
“ in such a lugociatiou, as far as my name is eoncernc-d.” 

A message was accordingly sent by Air. Pitt to the Duke ; hut 
misunderstanding as to the terms of the message rmulered all 
hopes of a coalition illusory. On the iHth February, Mr- Pitt, 
in reply to some <]uestions put to him, informed llie House 
“ that his Alajesty, after a consideration t>f all the circuin- 
stances of the country, had not thought proper to dismiss 
his ministers, and that his ministers had not resigned.” A 
warm debate ensued, in which it was remarked, that the only 
course W'ould be to refuse the snpjilies; anil it was pnqiosed 
to defer the ordnance estimates by tlie f|iiehtion of ailjourn-* 
ment, whicli was carried by to IDO, On the following 

day. Air. Powys, who had voted with .Mr. Fox, stated that he. 
was ready to vote the supply, relying with the utmost confi- 
dence that his Majesty would atleiid to the voice of his failliiiil 
Commons, and gratify tlM>sc wishes with which iheir aiixiely 
for tlie constitution inspired the-m. ?dr. J*itt ilec.lared that he. 
would not enter into any compromise; lie would not stijuilate 
any condition for the passing of the supply. W hen any pro- 
position should be sidimitted to tlu* House, it would be for 
the House to dispo.se of it as they should think proper; hut 
he would never make any compromise upon the subject. The 
ordnance su]>})]ies appear to have gone on in the usual course. 

On the 20th of February, a resolution was moved by Air. 
Powys for an atldress to his ?»Iajesty, having for its object the? 
removal of ministers. (>)n this occasion Mr. Pitt, in reply to 
Mr. Fox, who had reprobated the niimerou.s addresses pre- 
sented 
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fiented to tlic King in support of ministers, observed, that 
“ the right honourabJe gentleman liad a[)peared in a cliurae- 
‘‘ ter perfectly new to him — lie is the cliampion of the mnjo- 
rity of this house against tlie voice of the people. It is by 
way of coniplirnentlrig the peojile of Kngland that their 
“ opinions are stated to be founded in imposture; and tlieii, 
‘‘ by way of libelling their addresses, and of libelling this 
reign, be recalls to your iniiul tlie addresses oflered in the 
“ infamous ivigu of ('liar)es II, and warning them not to 
“ trust at all to tlie most unaniuious addresses of tlie people 
of KngiaTid, by summarily mentioning tho.^e which were 
offered to that monarch, recpiesting the Crown to take into 
its hands and jiroteelioii the several charters of this country^ 
“ The allusions imist r^ot pass fill* unexplained. '^J’he case was 
lliis : after many criiid and scandalous decisions in the 
courts against chartered companies, in a fit of desperation, 
“ the several corporations offered their charters to the Crown, 
** as the only proU tiioii against this tyranny — and is this to be 
cited by way of libelling the addresses of the people at this 
“ time ? '^riie right honourable gentleman is exasperated and 
surjirisetl at the manly spirit of the people, who will not 
‘‘ wait till their charters are prostituted to tlie purpose of 
“ ministers, and then seek relief l>y yieliling them to the 
Crown, blit who boldly resist the violence in the first 
instance, and who are as Jiardy in their resistance as the 
right homnirabli* gentleman has been in his attack. 'J'he 
“ right lionourablc gentleman asks, how should the people 
undcrstaiul the India Hill? l)t> they know tlie abuses in 
India? True, they may not have read all the voluminous 
“ reports ; neitlier, perhaps, liave one-half of the members 
of the house : but they know’ that no correction of uliusos 
in India, not even tlic rescuing India from loss or aiinihila- 
“ tion, couhl compensate for the loss of the constitution. The 
‘‘ plain sense of this country could see that the objection to 
‘‘ the India-bill w’as, that it raised uj> a new- power in the con- 
‘‘ stitution ; that it stripped at once the Crtiwn t>f its preroga- 
tivc aiul the pi‘ople of their chartered rights, and that it 
‘‘ created the right honourable gentleman the dictator of his 
king and his country.” 


The 
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The address was, however, carried by a majority of twenty^ 
the 11 umbers being 197 to 177, and presented to the King 
on the 25th. His Majesty^s reply was reported to the House 
by the speaker, on the 27th, in which his Majesty de- 
clared that he could not see that the divisions luid ilistractions 
of the country could at all be reinetlied by tlie dismission of 
ministers. On the 1st March his Majesty’s answer was con- 
sidered by the House of Commons, when another address 
was agreed to, in which the House claimed as a right, to 
advise his Majesty on every proper occasion touching the 
exercise of his royal prerogative, and urging the rernoviil 
of ministers. The numbers for the address were 2^)1 to 
189. It was presented on the 1th. His Majesty’s reply ex- 
pressed a conviction that the objects contemplated were not 
likely to be obtained by the dismission of ministers. His 
Majesty’s answer was ordered to be ijakeii into consideration 
on the 8th of ^larch. On that day Mr. Pox moved that a 
representation be presented to his Majesty, in wbicli it was 
stated, that it had been the practice of the House to withhold 
supplies until grievances were redresseil, and that the con- 
tinuation of the administration was an innovation upon the 
system wliicli had till then prevailed. The motion was carried 
by a majority of ^>ne only, the numbers being l9l to 190; 
upon which it was i)rilered, without a divi^iiu), that the ri-.pre- 
sentalic^n should be presented to bis Majesty by micIi members 
as were privy counsellors. 

Mr. Pitt sent to his Majesty at Windsor an account of what 
had passed. In tlie answer which he received .were the follow- 
ing passtiges : The avowal that all negotiation is at an end 

gives every reason to hope that, by a linn and proper coii- 
“ duct, this faction will be deserted by many, and at length 
“ be forgot. 1 shall ever with plexisure consider. Unit by the 
‘‘ prudence as well as rectitude of one j)erson in tin; House 
of Commons, this great change has been ellectcd ; and that 
** he will ever be abh; to reflect, with satisfaction, that in hav- 
ing supported me lie lias saved the constitution, the most 
“ perfect of human forination.” 

Tlie Mutiny bill and some other bills as to supplies, were 
passed, and nothing of moment occurred till the 22d of March, 

whcrii. 
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vtrhcn, upon the Secretary ut War moving the order of the day 
for a committee on the army estimates, Sir Grey Cooper 
mentioned the report of an intended dissolution of Parliament, 
which measure he' termed daring and unwarrantable. Various 
inquiries were made of the minister by several members, who 
took no notice of tlicm. On the following day Mr. Eden, 
Lord North, and General Conwaj' successively mentioned the 
subject; but Mr. Pitt remained silent. 

On the 2ith the King went to the House of Lords, and 
after giving the royal assent to several hills, delivered a speech, 
in the course of which his Majesty staled that, on a full 
‘‘ consideration of the prt'sent situation f>f affairs, and of the 
“ exlra<irdinary circuinstaiices which have produced it, I am 
induced to put an end to lliis session of Parliament. I feel 
it a dulv which I owe to the consiiiution and to the country, 
in sucli a situation, to recur as speedily as possible to the 
“ sense of my people by calling a new Parliament. I can 
have no othe r object but to pri?scrve liie true principles of 
‘‘ our free ami liappy constitution, ami to employ the powers 

“ entrusted to me bv law h)r the onlv end lor which thev were 

* % 

‘‘ given, the gooil of my people.” The dissolution look place 
on the 25th ^larch, and the new Parliament was summoned 
to meet on the ISth May. 

Thus ended a contest which decided the point at issue ; a 
point which was considert d by the nation to involve the preser- 
vation of our constitution. Mr. Pitt’s age, at the period when 
these memorahle struggles took place, was only iwenly-five. 

Parliament met on the ISth of May: Mr. Pitt Wiis elected 
to rc])resent the university of Cambridge. A scrutin}^ Ijcing 
demanded on the return for Westminster, IMr. Fox took his 
seat for some Scotch boroughs, through the interest of Sir 
Thomas Dundas. 

On the 19th, after approving Mr. Cornw'all as Speaker, his 
Majesty adtiressed the Houses of Lords and Commons^. The 
speech contained the follow'ing passage on the affairs of India : 
“ Whilst the affairs of the East-India Company form an 
“ object of deliberation deeply connected with the general 
“ interests of the country — wliilst you feel a just anxiety to 
provide for the good government of our possessions in that 

“ part 
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paf t of tlie worlds you will, I trust, never lose sight of the 
** effect which any lueasiire to be ailoptod for that purpose may 
have on our own constitution, and our dearest interests at 
home.’* 

Tlie address which was moved returned thanks to his Ma- 
jesty for the late ilissolution. "Po this Lord Surrey objected, 
and luovcfl by vvay of amendment that it sliould be oinittetl.” 
The importance of unanimity was j)resseil upon tlie minister, 
who declined purchasing it at the exfiense of a great constitu- 
tional question: a division took place, when the numbers for 
the original address were 282, and against it 1 11. This nega- 
tive given to Lord Surrey’s motion was consitlercd as so un- 
equivocal an approbation of the dissi>lutii>n, that no ilirect 
question was broiiglit forward by Opposition on the subject. 

MeiLsiires for improving the revenue, anil for siU.tling tlie 
affairs of the Kast-India Company, engaged the attention of 
Parliament. 

With regard to the first, amongst other meiLsures was that 
of the Commutation Act. (/ >V/c Tea.) 

With reference to the KaM-India t.'ompany, a piaition had 
been presented by the Company on the 2(>th May, stating 
their inability to discharge a debt due to the public; and, 
under existing circiimstaiices, they were iiicapaciiati?il from 
accepting bills drawn from India, or from making a dividend, 
and praying such relief as the llousi! miglit see fit. The 
Directors being culled on, aflbrdeil information which was 
referred to a select committee, IVlr. Duiidas being chairman. 
The committee reported on the 22tl .June, which report was 
printed. After some (liscus;-,ion a bill was brought in, an* 

. thorizing the Company to make a dividend at the. rate of eight 
per cent. ; and also for cMiabliiig them to accept bills of ex- 
change (with the consent of the I.ords of the treasury) drtiwn 
on them from India, beyond the amount laid down by the act 
of 1778, viz, £;300,U00 in any one Vi-ar. The.se two olijects 
being effected, the next nie:isiire was that of providing for the 
permanent regulation and future governiiient of the Last-liidia 
Company, and their various and extensive affairs. 

A bill was accordingly brought into tlie House by Mr. Pitt, 
on thcOtii July 1781*; on wliich occ.'Lsioii ho observed, that lit^ 

endeavours 
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cnduavoiirs vrerc directed to si^^gestinp^ the means of doing the 
most good to India and to the Kiist-liidiu Company, with the 
least injury to our constitution. In framing such a system, he 
(hoiiglit it his duty never U> lose sight of this principle, that 
though no cimrter could or ought to supersede state necessity, 
still nothing hut absolute iieccNsity could justify a departure 
from charters; they ought never to be invaded, except w'heii 
tlie public safety called for alteration. Charters were sacred 
things; on them ih-pended tlie propei’ty, Iraiicliiscs, and every 
thing that was ilcar to Knglishmeti; and wantonly to invade 
them wouUl be to imbingo llie constitution, and throw' the 
state into anarchy and confusion. no longer existed 

any danger of the best unci most sacred rights of KiiglLsIimeii 
being made a sacriliiv to the ambitious projects of those who, 
under the necessity that actually existed of sonui revision being 
made, had taken the desperate resolution, that nothing short of 
measures of the most dt‘eisive and i‘Xtreme nature, and mea- 
sures far exceeding the necessity of the case, could be cftectiial. 
lie thanked Cbnl m) great asacrihee liad been escapeal ; and he 
trusted that the sense? plainly and iiicontrovertibly declared 
to be entertained u})on the subject, would j^rove to be the sense 
of the majority of the House of Commons. Neither state 
policy nor common ]>rudenee called for the Legislature’s pro- 
ceeding beyond the limit of the existing necessity, much less 
of going tlie length either of destroying the riglits of any indi- 
viduals or bodies of men, established upon the most sacred of 
all foundations, the express worils of solemn cliarters, recog- 
iii/cnl and coiilirmed by repeated acts of Parliaments or of 
directly changing tlie constitution of the country, and depart- 
ing from those known principles of government which the 
wisdom of our aiicesttirs luul provided, and which had proved 
for ages the uninterrupted source of security to tlie liberties of 
Englishmen, ^\'ith reference to the remark tliat c<immercial 
companies could not govern empires, Nlr. Pitt observed, that 
was matter (jf mt‘re speculation, which general ex]x?rience 
proved t«> be not true in practice, Iiowcver admit teil in theory, 
'The East- India Company had governed a vast empire for 
years. In the mesistircs tc' be taken for its future governiiient, 
if they had the Conipaiiy's concuiTeiice, it would surely be 

adinittod 
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admitted that they took the safest line — that they pursued the 
wisest course ; and the measures lie should propose were such 
as the Company agreed to. 

With respect to the new establishment at horncy Mr. Pitt 
proposed to place all the civil and military aflfuii*s, the 
revenues of the East-India Company, and the government of 
tlieir territorial possessions, under the control and superiii- 
tendance of a Board of Cotninissioners to be appoiiiteil by his 
Majesty, consisting of six privy counsellors, of whom one of 
the Secretaries of State and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
were to be two ; and the other four were to bo persons who 
should hold offices of considerable emolnineiit under Govern- 
ment, to which little or no einployuient l)elonged, and who 
would therefore have leisure, and might l>e expected to 
discharge the duties of tlicir new situation, without any remu- 
neration for that trouble. Hie Secretary of State. was to lie 
president of this Board, and in his absence the Chaiiccilor of 
the Exchequer; hut it being iiupiissihle that either of those 
ministers should be able to attend constantly, though they 
might he present when points of great importance w’cre dis- 
cusser], the senior of the other four privy counsellors was, 
in the absence of the Secretary of Slate and the Chaiiccilor of 
the Exchequer, to be president ; and it was inteiuh;il that he 
should take the active part in the general business of the 
Board. If the members present should he equally divided 
upon any question, the president was to have a casting 
vote. This Boar<l w'as to havt! access to all papers and 
muniments of the Company, and to he furnished with such 
extracts or copies of them, as they might friQ|n time to time 
desire. To this Board the Directors were to coihmunicate 
copies of all proceedings, Ixitli of tlieir own C'oiirt and of tlie 
Court of Proprietors, relative to the civil, military, and finan- 
cial affairs of tlie Company ; copies of all despatches from 
their servants in India, and alsf> of all despatches proposed to 
be sent by them to India. I'hese intended despatches the 
Board was to return to the Directors within fourteen days, 
with the written approbation of three commissioners, or their 
reasons for disapproving^ them, together with instructions for 
alterations, if necessary, and the Directors were to send to 

India 
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India the despatches so approved or nnnended ; the (Join t of 
Proprietors was not to have the power of rescinding or alterinj^ 
any resolution or act of the Directors, after it was ap])roved 
by tile Hoard. Thfe Hoard was also ti> have power to r<?(piire 
the Directors to prepare despatclies upon any proposed subject, 
and if^sitch dcspatcties^ slajuid not be; sent wiiliin fourteen days 
to the Coniinwsioiiers for their revis;il, the Hoard might itself 
draw up the despatches, anti order tlie Directors to send them 
to India; and in any case where si crecy was necessary, the 
Board might .send its orders to a eoinmiitee of three Directors, 
to be appohiieil by the C'oiirt of J)irectors for that purpose, 
w^liO w'ere to transmit tbeiii to India witlioiit tlisclosing the 
substance of them; and the nns\vi:rs were to l)e sent to the 
Secret Coininittet^ of Directors, by whom they were to he eoin- 
tnunicated to the HoartI ot' C'ontroL "riiese powers were not 
to extend to the eornnn*r<!ial alfairs of the Comjiany : and if at 
any time the Comniis'-ioncrs should send ortlcrs €>r instructions 
to the Directors in lx* iraiisniitted to India, in the opinion of 
the latter not authori/ed by this bill, th(*y iiiight apjieal to the 
King in Council, whose decision was to be (inal. Similar 
powers had iieeii giv<‘n to tht* Secretaries of Slate by ibnner 
Acts of Parliament : but they bail never, or at least very 
rarely, been exercised, those gnat tifticers Iniving been too 
much occnpie<l by the imnurdiatc iliities of their station. Hut 
this was to be an active, efficient, resjionsible lx)ard, wlu>se 
positive concurrence, «*xpressed by the signature of its mem- 
bers, was to be essential to every despateli sent to India, 
This board Was not, however, to have the appointment of a 
single servant of thfe C\niipaiiy, in Kurope or in Asia. 

With regard to Inilia, Mr. Pitt projiosed, tliat the govern- 
ment in each of the three presidencies slunihl consist of 
a President and tliree ("ounsellors ; that the (Toveriior-C»e~ 
iieral of India should be president of the government in 
Bengal ; and that tlie Coniinander-in-Chief of all the Com- 
pany’s forces in India should be one of the Council, and 
next in rank to the Clovcrnor-Oeneral; that the Comman- 
ders-in-chief at jVIadras and at Bombay should be nienibi'rs 
of the council in those piesidencies, .next in rank to the 
respective Governors; hut if the Connnander-\n-chief of all 

ci the 
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the foiTos ill Iruliii should at any lime be at Madras or 
Uoinbay, lie shoiilvl be a member of the council there; and 
the Conii!i:imler-iM-cliief of the presidency should in that 
ease evuitiniie to Ikivc a seat in the council, but no vote. 
If the members of the cHmncil present in any of the presiden- 
cies should be etpially ilivideil iiptui any tpiestion, the C«o- 
vernor or President shoiihl have a eastinij^ vote. And with a 
view of producini^ an unity of system in the diil’ereiit ])arts 
of our exten>ive Indian te»*rilorie<, llie Sujiri ine Cloverniiieiit 
in Ileiii^al was to have an elfeelual iiuitrol over the other 
]>residencies ; the Cloveniors aiu! Councils of which were to be 
required to obey all orders they iniiLrht receive from the 
Cfovernnieiit in Hciii/al, uiih s^ thev were contrary to orders 
which tluy had pre\ iiui'^ly r» ceivetl from tlu' Directors, aiul of 
which tht* (MUt-rnnu nt in llenefal u.is iunorant ; and in cast* of 
disobedience they were to !»e liable to sUNpeusion. 'j i'e appoint- 
ment of tlu’ (fovernor-, ol* tin* Coinni.inderN-in-chief, and of 
tile other nuinlM r^ of the council wa^ to be in the Directors; 
bill eithm* tiu' K ini/ or the C ’ourt ol Directors ini^ht rt'call the 
(tovi rnor-( ieiieral, oi' any other p« r''on eiuplovt d by tlu* C’oiii- 
pany. If the Directiirs should omit to fill up any Micancy 
whicli miii:ht take place in tin* <‘ouncil for two months afli i* it 
was reLfiihirly notified t<» tfieiii. tin Kin;/ mi/hf appoint to 
sucli vacancy, and the pei'^oii sd appointeil was not to he 
liable to riM-all by the Direetcu's. All t>tlu r a|)point mt uts were 
to he in tin? Lr<>\ernments of the resp«-eiivt- jire^ideiicies ; ami 
to prevent any c<u'rupl or imprope r us«* of* tiii>. p:i»iona/e, it 
was to be pro\ ided, that all promotions in India, iioih t'ivil 
and military, Ix-neatii the de/iai- of members of the councils^ 
slioLild ])e made acconiin;; to senitu ity, in a rei/uiar pro;/r« ssiv** 
suc('(*^sion, indess Ibr snme very iiroenl can'll*: in wbicli case, 
the, reason-^ for sm li di viation iVom this general rule were to 
be; enterifl at leuL^tli upon the minutes of flu* C4>uiu'il, and 
copies of these entries transmitted hy the first opportunity to 
the Dire(*tors, foi* theij* eoiibrmatioii or repeal of the app<»ijit- 
nieiit. 'Pile (nivernors ami (^Mlneii^ were to lu enqxiu i ri'tl 
to apprehend all persdus in their r< sp(efi\e pi i sid4*nc'i<\s 
suspected of carrying <in illi<-il c*rirrespomh*iiee, and to liriii^ 
them to trial iii Imlia, or to send ihem td ^al;/lamI. 'To prev«*nt 

all 
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all ambitions projecls for tbo extension of <lorninioii, tlie Cxov*^'-. 
nor-Gcneral and Council of Uen^al were Jiot to be pennitU'd, 
williout tlie exj)ress coniinand of the Directors, to enter into 
anj’^ ofleiisive treaty, or t«) make war with any of the coumiy 
powers, uidess they slionld actually liave coiuiniit^jd hosti- 
lities, i>r have c^vidi iit pro<d‘ of micIi iiitc-ntions agaiu'-t 

the IJritish nation in Iiulia, or ai^ainst some coinitry jjower 
<lependent upon the C^oinpaiiy, or whose t(?rritf)ries they were by 
subsisting tr(‘aty bound to defend; and tin- Cio\ernors and 
C\>uncils of tile other j)residencie:!i weri- to be proliibittid from 
commencin'^ hostilities, or concliidiiiLr any treaty \vhan*\(‘r wit’n 
the country power<, wiilumt express ordi V'* from th'* C h.verisor- 
fu’iieral and Council or from the Directors, uiiii .-omt‘ immi- 
ni'Ut dani»;i*r or sudden oinerirency should re nd- r it un-ale t-* 
postpone such hostilities or tn^atv : and every treaty 
eluded was, if possible, contain a clause, aibit t li; ir ii to tlje 
ratification or reji'ction of llu* (h)vernor-( leiK i al and C'( uncil. 
Tlu‘ (lovi rnors and ('ouiicil^ of the otlu r -Iiij ncit s \> rre to 
transmit to tin' ( iovernor-C reiu ral and C ounci! (••apie-s t;l* all tin. ir 
jn-occedin^^s, and of all material oecurrenccN in their re-[ne:!\o 
jiresidencic''. l'ri>vi.sion was to he made f a* tin. invc 
tion of tin' claims of Ihitish .subject^ on tli N d >0 Avcot, 
and for seilliinv «liN|)u 1 ('^ between that prii’c * am! tin* lb. ah 
of* Fanjore ; aial al.^o lor reiliX '^siiiir, acci»rdip.'4 to the resjKt*- 
tive circumstances of each paiticadar ca^vt*. all coinplaijit.s c'l 
injnsti('c and o])pres.sion f'roni /a*mindars aiul other luitiw* 
landholders who liad been dis]^os^i‘-..‘^ed of ibeii* lands, or snlv- 
jocted to exorbitant ri nts or In avv eonlribulions ; aiuJ in 
fullin', payments from tributary princes anil rentcr.N id’ land 
were to be definite and nioiU rati . AU pnicticable retrench- 
nients were to he inaile in the dilh ri'iit estahlislnnenls. The 
a^es at which writers and cadets should be ap]'»o:nted were to 
be. retlfidaled, and no e^reater number was to b(' si iit init tlnni 
would be. nei-essary to kceji up the proper civinplcmcnt : the 
acci'ptnnce of jiresents from the natives was to be forbiilden, 
under the penally of forfeiture am! puni^bnunt as extortion ; 
It was to be made a misdemeanor in the C ompany’s ser- 
vants to disobey the orders or instriietions of the Dire^ t<>rs, 
to ncgleol the duties i>f any trust or emplovment. or to make 
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n corrupt bargain or contract relative to any office. No person 
removed from any situation by the sentence of a court of 
law could be again employed by the Company. 

TJie last ])art of tlie bill related to the erection of a Court 
of Judicature in England for the trial of offences committed 
in India. 

8uch is a brief outline of the inciisnre which Wius proposed 
by Air. Pitt, and ultimately agreed to, tlie motion for llie bill 
going into a committee being 271 to (50: only two subsequent 
divisions took place, on which occasions the nuinhers were 92 
to 7, and 110 to 39 on the other. Among the objectiems urged 
to it was the division of power between the Hoard of Com- 
missioners and the Court of Oireeiors, which it was asserted 
would render the goveriiineiit of India weak and inefficient. 
To this it was replied, that such was not the necessary con- 
sequence (»f divided power, since in the Kiiglisli constitution 
the supreme power is <lividcil iiiU) three brandies, designed to 
lie a control on each other, and producing the happiest and 
most perfect form of political government known in ancient 
or nuKlern times. 'I'he (lillerence between the bills proposed 
by Mr. I\)X and Air. Pitt have bien stated as follows ; — 'I'liat 
of Mr. Fox ttiok the commerce entirely away from the Com- 
pany ; it abolished the Court of Directors, and deprived the. 
Company of rvi ry a{)]}oiiitment, civil, inililary, and commer- 
cial, both at home aiul al)i\)ad, vesting the whole in coin- 
inissioner.s : Mr. l^itt’s hill left ll; • commerce with the Com- 
pany, anil llie Directors and tlieir sirrvants in possession of 
the whole patronage. Air. Fox’s hill was u total abrogation 
of all the Ca^mpany’s rights, and a violent confiscation of alt 
their property: Air. Pitt’^^ bill was a partial deviation from 
the cliarler, making only such chaiigi^s as wen; absolutely 
necessary, at the* same time securing to the constitutional exe- 
cutive power of thi se realms the supcriiilendeiice over all the 
political affairs of so vast an empire; whilst Air. Fox’s hill 
enacted wliat has been feniu^d an impvrhim in imfKrio^ the 
commissioners whom lu^ proposed not having any dependance 
upon or communication with liis Aliijesty’s ministers, and 
possessing an influence of the most dangi rous nature to the 
estabJish#?(l authorities, with the means of involving this 

country 
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country in war with any of the l^uropc^an states connected 
with India, without even the knowlcd^i^e of his Majesty’s 
Govcriiinent. 

The bill subsequently passed the Lords on the 12th of 
Aufrust 1784, and on the following day received the royal 
assent. 

Thus originated the act of the 24th (leo. Ill, cap. 25, 
under the authority of which the Hoard of Commissioners 
for the Affairs of India was instituted. Alterations have 
been made from time to lime, which will be briefly noticed. 

In 1788, the act was passed which authori/ed the Hoard to 
direct the payment of King’s troops, to the, extent of 8,045 
men. 

In 1791, the act which authorized an additioiud number of 
King’s troops, making the total number 10,727. 

In 1793, by the act of the 33d (ieo. Ill, cap. 52, the Hoard 
was continued, wifli the folhiwing additional provisions: — the 
))erson first named in tin* King’s commi.ssion was declared to 
be president; lliri‘e uumibers weri‘ to form a Hoard; officers 
might be appointed by the Hoard ; the salaries to the com- 
mis.sioners and olfici-rs were first authorized: those to the com- 
missioners were not to exceed in the wludc C5,00() a-year, and 
to the officers of the Hoard £11,000, making a total of £10,000. 

The Hoard are to ap])rove all grants of salaries In yond £200 
a year, d'he Secret Committee was also instituted. In 1811 
the sum for the salaries ami expenses of the Hoaril was fixed at 
£22,000, and in 1813 at £2(5,000. In the latter year, also, the 
Hoard was invested with control over territorial appropriation, 
and the Hoartl’s confinnation is necessary to gratuities above 
£(500, and also to the restoration of servants. 

The Hoard, as constituted under the 33d Cieo. Ill, cap. 32, 
and subsequent enactments, is now given. 

i:si. 

Gia). fJ 


c; 3 



8 (> 


KOAllD OF COMMrSSlONERS. 


I.AWS. 

j.i Ciwi. 3, 
c. o J, 

S‘J. 




L A W S. 

ConslititlioH a/'lhc Hoard. 

(1) And be it further enacted by the authority afore- Hin Jl.ijis-y 
r.ai«l, that it shall and iiiav be laivful for his Majostv, ”'“y 

. \ **1*' (-oiiJinissittners 

his iieirs and siiccessors. In* any lettcrs-patcnt, or hy for ilu- Ailairs of 
any coniinission or cotntnissions to be issued under i*»d*a* 
the great seal of Great Britain, from time to time to nominate, con- 
stitute, and appoint, during liis or their pleasure, such members of tlie 
Priyy Council (of whom the two princij)al Secretaries of State and the 
Chancellor of the Exchecpier for the time being shall always be three), 
and such other two persons as his Majesty, his heirs or successors, 
shall tlunlv fit to be, and who shall accordingly be and be styled 
Commissioners for the Adairs of India. 

(:i) And be it further enacted, that any three or more Throe* to rorm 
of the said commissioners shall and may form a Board a li'»anh 
for executing the several powers which by this act, or by any 
other act or acts, are or shall be given to or vestcxl in iht? said 
commissioners; and that the first-mimed commissiotier in any such 
letters-patent or commission for the time being shall be the president 
of the said Board; and that when any Boarcl shall he formed n the 
absence of the president, the commissioner whoso name shall stand 
next in the order of their nomination in the said commission of those 
who shall be present, shall lor that turn preside* at the said Board. 

(S) And be it further enacted, that if the commission- Prtsiilent to 
ers present at any Board shall be ecjually divided in opi- 
nion in respect to any matter by them discussed, then ‘ 
and on every sucli occasion the president, or in Ins ahsenec tlio 
commissioner acting as such, slvall Iiave two voices, or tlte easting 
vote. 

( I) And be it lurther enacted, that the said Board of may ap- 

Commissioner ; djall and may ncmiinate and u{)point JihrU-l tit 
such secretaries and officers as shall bo necessary i.i* lixivi by l»n 
to attend upon the said Board, who sliull be subject to •*> t ‘‘vo. 
dismission at the |)leasure of the said Board ; and tliat tlie procecilings 
of the said eomnii.ssioners .shall be entered in proper books ; and tbiit 
as well the said commissioners, or such and so many of them as his 
Majesty shall think fit, as likewise tlu*ir secretaries and other officers, 
shall be paid such fixed salaries as his Majesty shall, by any warrant 
or warrants under bis Nigii-rnaimal, eoiinti-rsigned by the (liancellur 
of the Exc!i<“(juer for the time being, direct, the ipiarterly amount 
thereof being first .settled and allowed by the said Board, and certi- 
fied by the president or acting president of the said Hoard for the 
time being, to the (Jourt of' Directors cf the said Company.* 

And 

* Salarit**! and cxpcns'Hi of Doar'l in I7f);, 4 lb',()0<) |Tcr aiiniiin ; IS|1, fJ'JJ.OOO 
ditto ; lairj, Z'Jfj.tXK) aitfo. 
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Ailditional pro- {^) And whcrcas by an act passed in the fifty-first year 
vision for sain- of his Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act for making 
“ further Provision for the J*iiy merit of Salaries and 
not to excml Other Charges in the Office of the Conimisaionors for 
X'liO'jOOU peran- Affairs of India,** it is enacted, that the whole 

of the salaries to he paid to tlie members of the said 
Boiard of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, and to the secretaries 
and officers of the same, together with all other contingent charges 
and expenses of the said Board to be defrayed by tlic said United 
Company, should not exceed the sum of twenty-two thousand pounds 
in any one year : and whereas it is necessary that an addition should 
he made to the said sum, for the purpose of further remunerating the 
services of the secretaries and officers of the said Board ; be it tlicre- 
fore enacted, that so much of tlic said act as limits the sum to be 
defrayed by the said (.’oinpany on account of the said Board to the 
sum of tweiitv-two thousand pounds in any one year, shall be, and the 
same is bereby repealed; and that, from and after the passing of this 
act, the sum to be defrayed by the said (’ompany, on account of the 
said Board, shall not exceed the sum of twenty-^ix thousand pounds in 
any one year, and that the same shall he deemed and taken as part of 
the political charges of flic said (Joiiipany. 

(()) So niueh of 50 (Jeo. III., cap. 117, as directs accounts of 
increase and diniinution of salaries, c'vrc. to be laid before Parlia- 
ment, shall extend to the office of tlic Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India. 


(7) Provided also, and he it further enacted, that tlie 
oiKni by loin- said <’ommissioner>. before they shall proceed to ac t in 
inj-sMomrs. execution of any of (lie powers or authorities vested 
in them (save only the power of administering the oath after-men- 
tioned), shall severally take and subscribe the following oath (that 
is to say): 


“ I, A. B., do faithfully promise and swear, that, as a Cvinnnissioncr 
“ or member ol‘ the Board for the Afiairs of India, 1 will give my 
best advice and assistance for tlie good government of the British 
“ possessions of the East- Indies, and the due administration of the 
‘‘ revenues of* the same, according to law, and will execute the sevenil 
“ powers and trusts reposed in me, ai’cording to the best of my >kill 
“ and judgment, without favour or affection, prejudice or malice, to 
“ any pcTson whatever.” 

\\ hich oath any two of the* said commissioners shall and arc hereby 
empowered to administer to the others of them, or any of them ; and 
the said oath shall be entered by their chief* seeretarv amongst the 
acts ot the Hoard, ami be duly subsenbed and attested by the said 
commissioners, at the time of (heir taking and adniiiiistering the same 
to each other respectively. 

oniiors to bo (H) And be it further enacted, lliat the several secrc- 
taries and otlicr officers of the said Board shall also 
i take 
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take and subscribe before the said Board such oath of secrecy, and 
for the execution of the duties of their respective stations, as the said 
Board shall direct. 

(9) And for obviating any doubt which might otherwise Comniis^onors 
arise, how far the office or appointment of a comniis- 
sioncr of the said Board for the Affairs of India by doriid to Pur- 
virtue of this act, or of the chief secretary of the said 
Board, be within any of the provisions contained in an act of the 
sixth year of tlie reign of Queen Anne, intituled “ An Act for tlic 
** Security of her Majesty’s Person and (iovernment, and of the 
“ Succession to the Crown of Great Britain in the IVotestant Line,” 
or how far %c appointment of any such commissioner or secretary, 
bting a member or members of the House of Commons, shall vacate 
his or their scat or seats in that House, be it further enacted and 
declared, that the said respective offices, places, or appointments of a 
commissioner or chief secretary of the saiil Board for the Alfairs of 
India, to be made under the authority of' this act, shall not l)t‘ <leemc*l 
or taken to be within the intent or purview of the said act of the sixth 
year of Queen Anne, whereby to dis([iiality any such commissioner or 
chief secretary from being elected, or sitting or voting as a member of 
the House of C’ommons ; nor shall the appointment of any siuh com- 
missioner, not having any special salary annexed to such ap[)ointment, 
or the said chief secretary, if a member or members of the House of 
C^mimons, vacate his or their seat or seats in the said house : any 
tiling containcti in the said act of the sixth year of (Jueen Anne, or in 
any other act, to the ctmtrarv notwithstanding. 


PiAi'f'r.; ftf the Ilonnl. 

> 9. (10) And he it further enacted, tliat the said Board ot* 'f'» ami 

Commissioners shall, bv force and virtue of this act, 

(’triis, nvil, nii- 

havc and be investeil with full power and authority to lit.iry <»r revf- 
superiutend, direct, and control all arts, operations, 
and concerns which in any wise relate to or concern the civil or 
military government or revenues of the said territories and acquisitions 
in the Kast-Indies ; subject nevertheless to siicli directi«ms, rules, 
regulations, and restrictions, and to such appropriati«ms of the said 
revenues, as arc by this act inadi*, providc cl. or established, and not 
otlierwise or in any other manner, any ftirmer act or acts to 'flu* con- 
trary notwithr^landing. 

j }o. (11) And be it further enacted, that the said coinmis- 

.sioner.>, or any oftliem, or their chief secrerf ary, or any “ ***iv<' ««•- 

other of the offieers of the said Board, by the ordc-r and 

authority of the said IVtard, shall have free access to 

the books, papers, letters of correspondence, evidences, and other 

records of the said Company, and be assisted by the proper officers 

oftlic said (Company in their searelu's for the same, and furnished, by 

And at theexptn^e of the said rompany, with copies or extracts of 
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so many or such parts thereof respectively as the said Board shall LAWa 
require. “ 

Mayrcijuirc aev- ^nd bc it further enacted, that the said Commis- 53 GoJ>! 3, 

couiitN, abstracts sioners for the Affairs of India, or any of the officers of c. 155 , 

and KtsiteiniMiu of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, ^ 

from Directors. . , , ,, 

by the order and authority of the said Board, shall not 
only have free access to the books, papers, letters of correspondence, 
evidences, and other records of the said Company, and be assisted in 
their searches for them, and furnished with copies or extracts, in the 
manner prescribed by the said act of the Parliament of Great Britain 
of tlic thirty-third year of his Majesty’s reign, hut shall and may call 
Ibr, and direct to bc prepared, all such accounts, statements, and 
abstracts relating to the afiairs of the said (^)rnpany as the said 
Board shall think fit ; and the said Court of Directors shall, with all 
reasonable despatch, cause to be prepared and transmitted to the said 
Board all such accounts, statements, and abstracts as the said Board 
shall so direct to be jirepared. 


(li“'pali.‘hrs 
relative to a))- 
propriatioii of 


Approval lie- (I.i) And be it further enacted, that no orders or in- 
pXta relative whatever, relating to the civil or military go- 

to civil or luili- vcrnment or revenues of the said territorial acquisitions 
tajy j;o\erniiieni .jt a,jy ^ent or given to any of the 

or revenue ot ' , • t i i i n 

Imlia, ami loans governments or settlements m India by tlie Court of 
to investment. Directors of the said I’nited Company, or by any 
committee of the said Directors, until the same shall have been 
submitted to the consideration ot'and approved by the said Board. 

No (K“*paieln s ^ 14 ^ And he it further enacted, that no orders or in- 
prop^ of" whatever relating to the appropriation to any 

rtvcMiie, I've, to investment, or other conimcrcial purpose whatsoever, 
bi* Sint to Iiidni anv part of ihc revenues of the said lerritorics or 

till aiinrovc-d by .* . * • , i 

aetjuisitions in the Cast- Indies, or ot any monies arising 
from any loan raised or to be raised in the Kast-Indics, or of any 
securities issued or to be issued by any of the governments of the said 
Company, shall bc at any time sent or given to any of the govern- 
ments or settleiiu nts in the Kast-Indies by the Court of Directors of 
the said United C!ompany, or by any committee of the said Directors, 
until the same shall have been submitted to the consideration of, and 
approved by the said Board ; and for that purpose, that copies of all 
orders and instructions wliich the said Court of Directors, or any 
committee of the said Directors, shall jiropose to he sent to tlie East- 
Indies, shall be by them previously laid before the said Board ; and 
that aller the receipt of such proposed despatches, the said Board 
shall with all reasonable desjiatch, not exceeding two montlis, return 
the same to the said Court of Directors, or committee of Directors, 
either wiih their approbation thereof, certified under the hand of the 
chief or assistant secretary to the said Board, by order of the said 
Board, or if the said Board shall disapprove, alter, or vary in siihsrance 
any of such proposed orders or instructions, in every such case the 

said 
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said Board shall give to the said Directors, in writing under the hand 
of the chief or assistant secretary of the said Board, hy order of the 
said Board, their reasons at large in respect tliereof, together with tlieir 
instructions to the said Directors in relation thereto ; and that the 
said Directors shall, and t!>ey are hereby re(|uir(‘d fortliwith to des- 
patch and send the letters, orders, and instructions, in the form 
approved by the said Board, to the proper govcrnnient or officers in 
the East-Indies, without turther delay* unless, on any representation 
made to them hy the said Directors, the said Board sliall order any 
alterations to be made therein ; and that the said Directors shall, and 
tliey are hereby required to pay obedience to, and shall he governed 
and bound bj^uch orders and instriietions as they shall from time to 
time receive from the said Board of C'oniinissioners touching or con- 
cerning such appropriation, according to the tenor and true intent ot‘ 
this act. 

( lo) And be it further enacted, that all rates, eiistonis, Duties in In.ll.i 
and duties of export and import whic h shall be charged *'»• ( oTniwny’s 

in the East-Indies or other places uinler the govern- 

I giMxis IP he I uh 

inent of the said Company, upon any goods, wares, or Kiiiereil ;is terri> 
merchandize of or belonging to the said (‘onipanv, revenue, 

^ ^ : ‘'‘Im! su'jeit ti* 

shall be charged in the books of account of tlu* said tlie eoi.tiol at 
Company to the debit of the commerc ial brahi'b ot’ 
their affairs ; and all such rates, customs, and duties which ‘ihall he so 
charged upon any goods, wares, or merc handize of or be longing to 
the said Company, or which shall be received l>y tlie said Company 
in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, upon any goods, wan s, or mer- 
chandize of any private merchant, trader, or other per-on, '•liall hr 
placed in tiu: hooks of account of the said C’om|)any lo tlie credit ol' 
the territorial revenues of the said Company; and all such rate >, 
customs, ar.d duties so placed to the credit of the territorial rc v» nuts 
of the said Company, shall be deemed and taken to he part of sue h 
territorial revenues, ,311(1 shall be subject to the ('outrol ot the said 
Board of Ciominissioners, in like manner, to all intents and purposes, 
as any other part of such territorial revenues. 

(16) And be it furtluT enacti'd, that the Board of 
Cornniis.sioncr8 for the Affairs of India shall, by force and 
virtue of this act, have and be iiiv(*ste(l with full powc-r 
and authority to .miperintend, dircet, and control all 
orders and instructions whatsoever which in any wim’ 
relate to or concern the ainounl of appropriation to 
any investment, or other conimercial purposes, oi’aiiv ot i*Tri 

part of the revenues of the said territories nr acijui- 
aition.s in the East-Indics or parts afc»resaid, otii(*c than 
and except .such sum a.s by this act is directed to be issued in India, 
for the purpose of making good from thv Indian revernms pay numts 
to be made at home on account of territorial (‘barges ; or if any 
moriien arising from any loan raided or to he raised in the East-fndics, 


IiiMtd to li.'iVt' 
tojilml ovfi tcr- 
riton.il rr\i um- , 
w it)i rx( • jjfiou 
fjT ‘.MUis issiicri 
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or of any securities issued or to be issued by any of the governments 
of the said C'ompany, in tlic same manner to all intents and purposes, 
and under and subject to all such and the like regulations and provi- 
sions, as if the said orders or instructions immediately related to and 
c oncerned the civil or military government or revenues of the said 
territories or accjuisitions ; any thing in the said first-mentioned act of 
the thirty- third year ol’ his present Majesty, or of any other act or 
acts, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Hoard to return (17) \nd whereas it is provided by tite said act of the 

dv'spatrhi s with- of (iieat Britain of the thirty-third year of 

mstind of tour- liis Majesty s reign, that copies of all orders and in- 
structions which tlie Court of* l)irectQi:|, or any com- 
mittee of the (.’ourt of Directors of the said Company, shall propose to 
he sent to fiidia, shall be by them previously laid hei'ore the said 
Board; and that within the space of fourteen days after the receipt oi* 
Mich proposed despatches the said Board shall return the same to the 
said Court of Directors or Committee of Directors, in the manner 


directed by the said act : and whereas the said limitation of Iburteen 
days for the rehirn of such proposed despatches may he found incon- 
venient, bo it therefore enacted, that so much of the said act of the 
thirty-third year of his present Majesty requires sucli proposed 
despatclios to he returned by the said Board witliin fourteen days, 
shall be, and the same is heichv repealed ; and that from and after 
the passing of tins act, it shall be sutticient for the said Board to 
return all sucli pmjxised despatches to the said (h)urt of Directors, or 
committee of the said Court of Directors ; and the said Board is hereby 
required to return the same, with all reasonable despatch, not ex- 
ceeding two months. 

Hcjin siMitafi.ms (1^) IVovided always, that nothing shall extend, or be 
may l)c inadi* hy construed to extend, to restrict or prohibit tlie Direc- 
onis7s ^^****' ^*'‘^*^* expressing by repn*i.entation in w riling to the 

pruM'd or alter- said Board, such remarks, observations, or explanations 

A n Hoard, Qj. they shall think fit, touching or con- 

Aftcr Hoard have . , * . . f. , , ,, 

cunvfitMl the cormiig aiiv letters, orders, or instructions, which shall 

same, ilieir or- Jjave been varied in substance, or disapproved by the 
lle iiinr*^ * ** * * Board; and that tlie said Boiird shall, and they 
are hereby reijuired, to take every such representation, 
and the several matters therein contained or alleged, into their con- 
sideration, and to give sneh further orders or instructions thereupon 
as they shall think fit and expedient; which orders or instructions 
shall be final and conclusive upon the said Directors. 

Hroccediu/^s of (1 •!) Ami wlierciis it is required by the said act of llie 

Hoard may ho Parliament of Clreat Britain of the thirty-third year 
sigiiod hv oliiil . • . . 

or iLssisi.ini so- s reign, tli.it various proceeiimgs ot toe 

cretary. .said Boanl of Coniniissiuners should be sigiu'd bv the 

chief secretary to the said Board ; be it enacted, tliat IVoin and after 
the passing of this act, all procecilings of the said Board to which the 

signature 
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LAWS, signature of the said chief secretary is now by law required, may be 
signed either by such chief secretary or by the assistant-secretary 
S3 Geo. .3, Board ; any act, matter, or thing to the contrary notwith- 

c. 52, standing. 

- (20) And be it further enacted, that whenever the inay re- 

Court of Directors of the said United Company shall 
neglect to frame, and to transmit to the said Board, patches conneru 
despatches on any subject connected with the civil or «r 

1 . military srovcrn> 

military government of the said territories and acqiii- i„ont; if I onrt 
sitions, or with the revenues thereof, beyond the space t to ih, stV 

of fourteen d^^ after requisition made to them by 
order of the safir Board, it shall and may be lawful to sition, tlic no.iril 
and for the said Board to prepare and send to the **’“>' ‘*‘* 

, , . . , . . * % , Mniclion-i, and 

said Directors (without waiting for the receipt of the i)irccij>r.s hh.ill 
copies of despatches intended to be sent by the said them u* 

Directors) any orders or instructions for any of the 
governments or piesidencies in India, com erniiig the civil or military 
government of the said territories or the revenues thereof: and the 
said Directors shall, and they are hereby retpiired to transmit des- 
patches, according to the tenor of the said orders and instructions 
so transmitted to them by the said Board, unt^,( the respective go- 
vernments and presidencies in India, unless, on any reprise ntation 
made by the said Directors to the said Board touching such orders 
or instructions, the said ]h>ard shall direct any alterations to he made 
in the same, which directions the said ( ourt of Directors shall in 
such case be bound to conform to. 


(21) Provided always, and be it further enacted, i*m\ 

that nothing in this act contained shall extend, or he 

c> ’ tivf to (ivil or 

construed to extend, to give to the said Board of Com- ^^owrji- 

missioners any power or authority to issue or send • i *1“ n v«-- 
, ” , . 1,1 1 ; ami if* 

any orders or instructions wnicli do not relate to t!ic Di’nttor', 

points connected with the civil or military government *^'*“*^ rluy<loiu»i 

or revenues of the British territories or poss( ‘^>ions in **j|["|* 

India, nor to expunge, vary, or alter any despatches tion his Majihty 

proposed by tlio said C’ourt of Directors as aforesaid, *" ^ 

which do not relate to the said government or revenues; and that if 

the said Board shall send any orders or instructions to the .said (!ourt 

of Directors, to be by them tran.smittcd, which in the opinion of the 

said Court of Directors shall relate to points no'l connected with the 

said civil or military government or revenues, then, and on any such 

occasion, it shall be lawful for the said Court of Directors to apply 

by petition to his Majesty in (!ouncil touchinj^; the same, and hi.s 

Majesty in Council shall decide how far the same he or he not 

connected with the civil or military government ami roveniM‘s of the 

said territories and possessions in India, which decision shall he final 

and conclusive. 
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Board tnay^ (22) Provided al 60 , and be it further enacted, that 
send ordevs to -j- Board of Commissioners sliall be of opinion 

inittee of L)i- that tile subject-matter or any of their deliberations 
rectors, who shall concerning the levying war, or making peace, or treat- 
sai"ri'o\n(lia^ “‘‘g^^tiatiiig with any of tlie native princes or 

states in India, intended to be communicated in orders 
to any of the governments or presidencies in India, sliall be of a 
nature to require secrecy, it sliall and may be lawful for the said 
Board to send their orders and instructions to the Secret Committee 
of the said Court of Directors, to he appointed as is by this act 
directed, who shall thereupon, without disclosing the same, transmit 
their orders and despatches, according to the tenor oi||^ifae said orders 
and instructions of the said Board, to the respective governments and 
presidencies in India; and tliat the said governments and presidencies 
shall be hound to pay a faithful obedience thereto, in like manner as 
if such orders and inslriielions liad been sent to them by the said 
Court of Directors. 

Prcsideiu iis in Aiul be it further enacted, that when any of 

Iinlia may send the governments or presidencies in Intlia shall he of opi- 
Si»crt*r that any of their despatches to Great Britain, con- 

tw,wl40 sliall dt- cernjpg the government of tlic said lemtories and ac* 
Bo^inl** quisitions, or tlui levying war, or making peace, or 

negotiations or treaties with any of the native princes 
or states of India, shall be of a nature to require the same to be kept 
secret, it shall be lawful for the said governments or presidencies 
'respectively to address their dcspatclies rccjuiring such secrecy, under 
cover, sealed with tlieir seals, unto the said Secret Committee of Di- 
reetorvS (if the said (V)m|)any, for the inspection of such committee; 
and that immeiliately upon the arrival of such despatches so ad- 
dressed, the said Secret C'omniittce of Directors shall deliver the 
same or copies thereof to the said Board. 

Sifii-t Commit- And l)c it further enacted, that from and after 

Uji* not to dis- passing of this act, where any of the governments 

kno\vii*^conumts ]wesidencies in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid 
orany(!oKj>airlK‘s shall, viiuler the provisions of tlie act of the tliirty- 
by^lLnrd*^ present Majesty, address any dos- 

patehes to the Secret Committee of Directors of the 
said United C'ompany, for the inspection of such committee, the 
said Secret Committee of Directors shall not disclose or make known 
the contents of any such despatches which relate to the levying of 
war or the making of peace, or treating or negotiating with any of the 
native princes or states of the Eust-Indies, or other parts w itlun the 
limits oi* tiic said Cbmpany's charter, until they shall be authorized 
by the Board of Coiiiniissiouers for the Affairs of India so to do. 
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Adiom not to he stayed or compounded without Approbation of Board. 

(25) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be law! id for the said 
United Company, or tor any of their oftieers or servants, or for the 
Court of Directors of the said Company, to discontinue, stay? or 
compound, or settle or agree to any actions or suits at law or equity, 
now depending or hereafter to he commenced, before a final decree 
or judgment shall be obtained or given therein, unless by and with 
the approbation of the lioard of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India. 

Appoint menfs. Board not to into f re in. 

(26) Provid|^ also, and he it further enaeteil and declared, that 
nothing in thra act contained shall extend to give ti> the said Hoard 
of Commissioners the power of nominating or appoiiiting any of the 
servants of the said United Company, any thing herein containi d to 
the contrary notwithstandimr. 

Btiiifxsin India. 

{21) Hoard’s consent necessary to the citahli^hment ol’ hanks ia 
India. 

Bond Bi bt. 

(28) Hoard’s consent iuce>sary for horrovving on homi the fisrlher 
sum of thus making the total !)ond debt L’T.OOO.Of Ml. 

Chitui. 

(20) In case ( f ces>Ioii from t!ie (’hinc.-<i' government of ti rritory se- 
parate from the continent of China, and wliolly live from an\ jorI':dic- 
tion or authority ol' the (‘hincse government, any of’ hi.*» .Maj< Ay\ 
subjects may export I^ritish or Iri.*<li inanufacturc'i inUnmp.n.U- ’a’p-. 
under regulations and restrictions to be ai)provcd by the Ho.ird »»f 
Comnii.vsioners, 

Copies fif all Minutes of Courts nf Diredros nuf/ Bn/pn s and nf 
Despff^chesy $sc. fiom ludifiy to hr .sent to the Board. 

(S(») And be it further enacted, that the Court ofDi- ( ‘. irrorDiu.- 
rectors of the saidC’ompany hhall, and thev are lu rehy [iiVlu- jjolra o>* 
required from time to time to delivi r to the said I'joard, pirs ..r ail j.i.) 

copies of all minutes, ordc*rs, resolutioix, and proeei d- ami «»t 

• ^ f II /. • 13 • I ^ *1 iH'»i»anlu •. rw- 

ings of all ( oiirts of rroprietors, general or special, *,.iTf,l ulatin^ 

and of all Courts of Directors, within tight days i<> iln* 

after the holding of such courts rc Mpectivcly ; and 

also copies of all letters, advices, and de^jiatche.s, vcMnuni. 

which shall at any time or times l)e rereived by the said (’oiirf of 

Directors, or any committee of Directors, from the ICast-I tidies, 

or from any other of their settlements or i^ctorics uithin the 

limits of their charter, or from any of the sorvanfs of tin* said 

United Company stationed at St. Helena. Hn.ssoni, Suez, Aleppo, or 

other parts beyond the seas, in anywise relating to or com erning the 

civil or military government or reveriues of the said territories, or 

cum I’rning 
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concerning the appropriation to any investment, or other commercial 
purposes, of any part of the revenues of the said territories, or acqui- 
sitions, or of any monies arising from any loan raised or to be raised 
in the Kast-Indies, or of any securities issued or to be issued l)y any 
of the governments of the said Company, immediately after the arri- 
val and receipt thereof. 

Collr^r.s and Seminunc,'i. 

(i>l) (’ollegos and seminaries at home and abroad to he subject to 
the control of the lioani — ( VUc C’olleges, t'cc.) 

nuiir'i in India, 

(:VZ) No duties imposed in India by regulations |6 ' be valid till 
sanctioned by Director.*; and approved by Board. 

(:5:5) Duties in India on goods of the ('ompany to he debited to 
commerce; and, together with duties on pri\ate-trade goods, to be 
considereil as territorial revenue, and to be subiect t«) the control of 
the Board. 

(irncra/ (^oioi o/' Pt •>prii‘tnr<, 

(31) The onler.'^ of the Court ol' Directors, nlicn approved by tlie 
Board, not Iial)le to be rescinded, Mispi ndeil, revoked, or varied by 
any (leneral Court of Proprietors. 

Gitrcrnar-CcncraL 

(.‘lo) 'Dll (’ourt of Directors, w iili tlie approbation of the Board, 
may suspend tlu. powers of the (Jovernor-Iieneral to act uj)on his 
on n authority . 

(hntuities, 

(3(i) No gratuities above i*(idO tt> be valid unless conlirmed by the 
Board — (I'idr Salaries and Ciratuities.) 

(37) Pro\iiled also, and be it furtlier tnaeled, that it shall not be 
lawfiil for the said Board to give or cause to bo giveii an^* direction for 
the payment ol* any e\tra*irdinary allowance or gratuity from the said 
reveniu'N to any j)erson, on aeeount of ser\ices j)erl’ormed in India, or 
on any other account whatever, to any greater amount, or to any 
other person than shall be s})ecilied and contained in some despatch 
j)roposed by the ^aid Court of Directors to be sent to India, and 
transmitted by them to the said Board for their approbation ; and 
that in every case where any siieli directions sliall be so given, a dis- 
tinct account of all such allowances or gratuities .shall he added to 
the next list of establishments laid before Parliament by the said 
Court of Direclors. 

A///g'*.v TfOnps, 

(38) Nea lawful for the Board to give or approve orders or direct ions 
that there shall he paid, defrayed, and allowed any sums of nioney in 
respect of any greater numi)er of his Majesty's forces than shall 
amount to 20,0(10 men, including commissioned and non-eonmiis- 

sioned 
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sioned oiKcers, unless a larger number is required l)y the Count of 
Directors. — ( Vide Military Forces.) 

Licenses for Sliii)s and Persons, 

(89) Form of licenses for ships in private-trade to be settled by the 
Court of Directors, with the approbation of the Hoard. 

(40) Special licenses for the continent of Asia, between tin* Indus 
and Malacca (except the Company’s principal settlements), or islands 
north of the Equator or Bencoolen, to be at the discretion of the Direc- 
tors, subject to the control of the Board, who may direct the issue of 
such license, recording the special circumstances inducing them to give 
such license ia^the book of the Board. Licenses for other places more 
north than ll^degrees south latitude, and between G4 and 150 degrees 
east longitude, to be granted by the Board, who are to frame rules 
and regulations for the same ; and in all cases in which any license 
may be granted Jby the Board otherwise than according to such rules 
and regulations, the special circum.stances under which such is granted 
shall be recorded in the books of the said Board, and communicated 
to the Court of Directors. 

(41) When the Court of Directors refuse permission to any person 
to proceed to the East-Indies, the applications to be transmitted to 
the Board, who may direct certificates to be granted by the Directors, 
authorizing such persons to proceed to any of the principal settle- 
ments. Directors may make representations thereon to the Board. 

(42) Board to approve forms of lists of persons and arms on board 
ships sailing from Malta and Gibraltar to India. — ( Vide Licenses.) 

Postage, 

(43) Board of Commissioners may send and receive jiackefs to and 
from India, Ceylon, Mauritius, and the Cape, provided no such packet 
exceeds three ounces. 

(44) Secr<^ry of the Board to have the same privilege of franking 
as the under-secretaries. 

Ilegulations issued in India. 

(45) Ten copies of the regulations issued by the Governor-Gencral 
in Council, affecting the rights, persons, or property of the natives, 
to be sent home to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India. 

(46) Regulations imposing duties in India not valid till sanctioned 
by Directors and Board. 

(47) Regulations for extending the limits of the towns of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay, to be approved by Board«v. 

'V-r'V 

Ilegulations bij Directors as to Trade. 

(48) And be it further enacted, that all such regulations ns shall he 
framed by the .said (-ourt of Directors, for carrying on tlic trade to 

and 
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and fi^ni tlic Bnlisli pos^es}iions in India and ibe countiit.s and slates 
in amity with his Majesty, slial! be, and they are hereby directed to 
l)e subject to the superintimdance, direction, and control of tlie 
Hoard of roinmissioners for the Affairs of India, in the same manner 
as all acts, operations, and concerns, which anywise relate to or con- 
cern the civil and military governments and revenues of the British 
tenitorics and ac(juisitions in the Hast-Indits now are. 


Salaries and I'lstnhllshmrntx in India and at Home, 

(19) Provided also, and »)e it further enacted, that it 


incua.o sliall uot he lawful for the said Hoard to give, or cause 


I ('CtOI ',, Mini 1 lilt 

IIUTt. 


r>i);)r(I not toiii. 
nrt tin 

oU-tuMi'liinl s!i- given any directions, ordeiiitg or aii(jK)n/dn", by 

lai'ii*, iiiiiiv,*. pro- - , • , » " 1 • , 

po>i (! liy the 1)>- despatches to be sent to India, the increase of the 
established salaries, allowances, or emoluments of any 
(iovernor-( General, (Jovernor, or president, or mem- 
ber of coiincil of any of tlic presidiaicics and settle- 
ments there, nr ol‘ any other officer in the service of the said 
(’omnanv, hev and the am.nmt to which the same now stands fixed by 
the orders which have been sent to India, unless such increase 
shall he specified tind contained in some despatch proposed by the 
said (’ourt of Directors to he sent to India, and transmitted by them 
to the said Hoard for their approbation, and unless an account of the 
actual salaries, allowances, and emoluments of such Govcrnor-ficneral, 
(lovcrnor, or president, or member of council, or other officer respec- 
tively, and of the increase proposed to be made therein, with the 
reasons for such increa-^e, shall have been laid before both Houses of 
I'arliameiil thirty days before such dc^pateli shall he sent. 


Servants^ Civ'd and Miliiaty, 

U’. fiirn aOir No military officer who shall have been absent 

ii\» yiMis. from India more th.ui livt* years to return, unless the 
('ourt of Directors and Hoard are satisfied that the said ^semee has 
heiMi oeeasioiied by sickness, infirmity, or some inevitable accident. 

liisMratioii Mf'- (-’h Kestaration of servants, civil and military, sus- 
ifi niiKival i.r poluled or removed by the governments abroad, not to 
Mi.puisioii. valid without consent of the Hoard. 

(o*i) The C\)m|)any may restore to their service military officers 
removed by sentences of court-martial, subject to approval by the 
Hoard. 


OfTitvis uho (->3) Any military officer, being of the rank of agonc- 
MiMy leium, aU ral officer or colonel coniinanding a regiment, or being 

lllOllgll Ih>()Im1 ^ ..II 1 ‘ . 

li.t yoars iieutenant-colonel commandant of a regiment, may 

return tOjlndia, although they may have been absent 

more tlwui live years; with i*oiisent of Court and Hoard (J^idc 

Servants, Civil and Military.) 
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Sitperamniations. 

(5‘1) His Majesty, his heirs or successors, have power to prant allow- 
ances, compensations, remunerations or superannuations, to the secre- 
taries and other officers of the said Board . — ( Vide Superannuations.) 

7 Wriloriiii Aetjuisitious. 

(.55) The Court of Directors may appoint wliat parts of the territorial 
acquisitions, revenue, (S:e. sluill he subject to eitlier, and which of 
their presidencies subject to the control of the Board. 

Vacancies in India. 

(.50) And be it further enacted, tliat from and after Ni»t to ho Mip- 
thc passinj^ of this act, it shall not be lawful for the 
siud Court of Directors, either provisionally or other- npproliMlion of 
wise, to nominate or appoint any person to succeed to 
any office or employment in the civil or military establishnu iits of 
the said ('ompany in the Ka>t-Indies, or parts aforesaid, without the 
approbation of the said Board of (\)minis>iontrs, other than and 
except as aforesaid : provided always, that nothin:; liereiti contained 
shall prevent or hinder the said ('ourt of Directors from nominating 
or appointing absolutely or pro\iNionalIy .niu Ii persons ii" they may 
tliini; lit to the offices of member oi’ council, general officer on tin.* 
.stalf, advocate and attorney-geiu ral, iittorney at law of the said Com- 
pany, or chaj)lain at the >everal prcNidem ic > or settlements, or to any 
offices or eniploymcnts in the civil or marine e^lablishments of the 
said Company which may be and usually have been .'.upplietl by per- 
sons not ha\ing been covenanted servants of the said ('ompany pre- 
viously to thtir nominations or appointments, nor to j)re\ent tin* '-aid 
(’otirt of Directors from nominating or apjminting wrift ts, cadi oi 
cissistant-surg'cons, in such manner as they have heretofore been usul 
or accustomed to do. 

!Var not tn he declared. 

(.57) And fora'^much as to pur.'^ne si ht nn s of i on- 
que.st and extension of doniiiiion in India, are measures 
repugnant to the wish, the honour, and poliiy ol’ this 
nation: he it further enacted, that it shall not bir hiu- 
lul for the (iovernor-(jeneral in Council of I'ort-W'il- 
liam aforesaid, without the expn ss comm.'ind and au- 
thority of the said (.‘ourt of Directors, or of the said 
Secret Committee by the authority of the said Board 
of Commissioners for the A Hairs of India, in any case 
(except where hostilities have actually l^n com- 
nicnccd, or preparations actually made com- 

nieucemcnt of hostilities, against the British tuition in 
India, or against .some of the princes hr statcH depen- 
dant thereon, or whose terrilorieg the said United Company shall he 
ut such time engaged by any subsisting treaty to defend or guarantee), 

either 
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either to declare war or commence hottti1itie.s, or enter into any treaty LAWS, 
for making war «ngainst any of tlie country princes or states in India, 
or any treaty for guaranteeing the possessions of any country princes :VA Geo! 3, 
or states ; and that in any such case* it sl)all not be lawful for tlic S 
said (fOvernor-Cii.iKTul and Council to declare war or to commence 
liostilities, or to enter into any treaty tor making war against any 
other piince or state, than such us shall be actually committing hosti- 
lities, or making preparations as aforesaid, or to make such treaty for 
guaranteeing the possessions of any prince or state, but upon the con- 
sideration of such prince or state actually engaging to assist the Com- 
pany against such hostilities commenced, or preparations inadeas aforc- 
s'liil ; and in all cases where hostilities shall he commenced, or treaty 
made, the said (lOVcrnor-Cjoneral and C'ouiicil shall, by the most e.xpc- 
ditious means they can devise, communicate the same unto the said 
("luirt of Directors, or to the said Secret Committee, together with a 
full state of the information and intelligence U]>on which tltey shall 
have commenced such hostilities, or made such treaties, and their 
motives and reasons for the same at large . — ( Vide (iovernmenl in 
India.) 


II 



( loo 


IJIUTISII SUlUKCrs. 


A SECKF.T conimittce of the House of C'oininons was ap- 
pointed in the year 1771, to inquire into the state of the Kast- 
India Company. Iletweeii the date of the committee’s nomi- 
nation and the month of June 1773, they made nine vtilumi- 
nous reports on the aftairs of India, in whicli a full review was 
taken of the various and extensive subjects connected with 
every branch of the Company’s government, both at liome and 
abroad. 

The committee <lwelt upoi! the sutl\‘riii;^s experit‘nceil by the 
natives from oppression practised in a c*ountrv wlu re the nanu* 
of an European was suiHcient to aulhori/e any act of iiijiistice. 
The committee ur^ed upon the House the importanci? of 
intrcxUicini^ a now system of troverninent, siip[>orted by a new' 
system of jurisprudence^ and thereby secure prompt and eJfec- 
tive obedience from the C’ompany’s servants and other Hritish 
subjects to the ^overnin^ ptjwc r : and likewivt* laeililate tie- 
means of redress, by estal>lishin^ a lixed, lasting, atid re^ulai- 
course of justice for the permam-nt security of liberty and 
property. The repjulatintc act of 1773, ap])oiiitin^ a Ctovernor- 
Cieneral and Council, and establishing^ a supii-im^ cnuirt at 
Calcutta, was the result of the coiiimitu-e’s investi«^atioii. 

'^I'hat act, together with acts which have been sidise<|urntly 
passed, provide f<ir tin* rescirt to India of Hritish subjects, and 
their respf)nsibiliry Uy the local authorities during their resi- 
dence in that country. No person can procei'd to India witiioiit 
a lici'fise or certificate from tiu; (’oiirt of I )ii*eclors', to whom 
application is to be made in tin* first insfaiice : if the (. oiirt 
do not see fit to comply with Midi requests it is transmitted to 
the Hoard of Commissiom’is for the Affairs of India : who, if 
they concur in opinion with the C*ourt, iiitimate that they liavi* 
no instriictions to issue with ri^rard to it; othi'rwisf* they direct 
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lUMTISn 8UIJJK( TS. 


101 


a riirtificalc to hn issued to tlie party from the Court of Direc- 
t<»rs, permitting the applicant to prc>ceed to India. 

'riie governments in India are not to license the residence of 
parties who shall not liavc^ been previously furnished with a 
license or certificatt! from the. C’ourt of Directors, unless the 
(lovernor-fieiieral or (lovernor shall authorize by sj)ecial 
license the residence of any British subject ; his reasons 
for so doing are to bi! entered on the Minutes of C’ouncil, 
and a copy of such license, and the reiLsoiis for granting it, 
are U) be sent home, accompanied by an application from the 
party for a licen.^e from the C’ourt of Directors. 

All British subjects are amenable to tlui courts of justice 
there, and to the local regulations. No Jb*itish subject is to 
reside more than ten miles from a principal settlement, without 
a special license from the C ompany, or the Clovernor-Cieneral 
or Clovernor of such j)rinci|)al settleimait ; if resident beyontl 
Itin miles, then to be stibject to the local civil judicature under 
certain restrictions, and to have power of apj)eal to tl)e Supreme 
Court of Judicature, instead of to the Sudiler Dewanny 
Adawlut: but all persons having cause of action against any 
British subject, may, at their election, commence and prose- 
cute their suit in supreme courts, insteail of suing in such 
provincial courts. 

The governments in India may declare licenses ami cm’lifi- 
cales to he voitl ; and after the expiration of two months 
from tile nolilieation to the party of his license being with- 
ilrawii, Ik; is liable to prosecution for being in India without a 
license. 

l iilieensed parties who shall be found in Iiulia, or trading 
within the C’ompany's exeliisivi* limits, are subjected to various 
i’orl’eilnres and penalties prescribed by the acts of 1793 and 
lH13. Dismissed persons or persons wlu> shall have voluntarily 
resigned the service, or liuy free inerclumt, mariner, or either 
person whose covenants with the Company shall have expired or 
ccase;d, being found within the limits aforesaiil, are to l)c deemed 
to have unlawfully trailed, and are subject to all the penalties 
and forfeit uros contained in the varienis Acts. Provision has 
likewise been made for the .summary conviction and punislimeiU 
of British subjects being in India without lii.vn.se, or exceeding 
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the terms of such license, upon information by the Advocate 
General or other j)rincipal law-officer of the Company in either 
of tile Supreme Courts, and the offender is liable to such fine 
as the Court may see fit, not exceeding 2,000 rupees for the first 
offence, and imprisonment for two months if the fine is not paid : 
on conviction of a second offence, 4,000 rupees or four months 
imprisonment, or he may be sent home and prosecuted for a 
misdemeanor. Persons not licensed may be sent home without 
bein&r afterwards prosecuted, and the Governor-General, or in 
his absence the Vice President and Governor of any })residency 
or settlement, to take, arrest, seize, and send them to tlie United 
Kingdom on board any ship or ships in the C'ompany’s service. 

All British subjects are reipiired to enter in the jiroviiicial 
office the name and place of their native stewards and agents. 
Justicesof the peace may be appointed from the British subjects. 
By the act of IslS, justices of the peace iti the [irovinces have 
jurisdiction in case of assault and trespass committed by British 
subjects on the natives of India, and in cases of small debts 
due to natives from British subjects. 


L A W S. 

Amenable to Court^i in India and En<^latid, and .uibjtrt to the local 
Itegnlations. 

(1) All his Majesty’s siil)jects, as well servants of nriiiOi 

'» the United Uompany as others, shall he anil are hereby ro jus- 

declared to he amenable to all courts of justice (both 
in India and in (rreat Britain) ot‘ competent jurisdiction 
to try oftiinees committed in India, for all acts, injuries, wrongs, 
oppressions, tresjiassts, mUdemeanor^, crimes, and offences whatso- 
ever, hy tlicni or any of them done, or to be done or conuiiitted, in 
any of the lands or territories of any native prince or stati*, or again>t 
tlieir persons or properties, or the persons or properties of any of their 
subjects or people, in the same manner as if the same had !)i'en done 
or committed within the territories directly subject to and uttder the 
British government in India. 

(2) As well the servants of the United (’oinpany as pcTHiin^ h m’ 

' all other of liis Majesty’s subjects resident or to ho in Imli.i 

resident in India, rhall be, aiid are hereby declared *‘'’*‘J** 
to be amenable to the courts of Oyer and 'rerminer and 
gaol-delivery, and courts of murders, folonie.s, homicides, manslaiigli- 
ters, burglaries, rapes of women, perjuries, confederacies, riots, routs, 

retainings. 
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retaiaings, oppressions, trespasses, wrongs, and otlier misdemeanors, 
oHences and injuries whatsoever, by them done, committed, or per- 
petrated, or to be by them hereafter done, committed, or perpetrated 
in any of the countries or parts of Asia, Africa, or America, beyond 
tlie Cape? of (fOod Hope to llie Streiglits of Magellan, within the 
Jiniits of the exclusive trade of the said United Company, wliethcr 
the satne shall have been done, committed, or per])etrated, or shall 
hereafter be done, committed, or perpetrated against any of his Ma- 
jesty’s sul)jects, or against any oilier person or persons whatsoever. 

Ills IMiiji-sty’s (^) All his iMajesty’s subjects, as well servants of 
Mihjifts aiiienrt- United ("ompauv as others, shall be and arc hereby 
jllstire Vn lVwnl declared to be aim liable to all courts of justice, both 
aiul (irc.it JiiU in India and (ircut Britain, of competent jurisdiction 
tain jiir oflciiccs committed in India, for all act^, injuries, 

rirs <>1‘ naii\j wruiigs, oppressions, trespasses, misdemeanors, offences 
imiH-es. whatever, l)y them or any t>fthem done or 

to he done or committed in any of the lands or territories of any 
native prince or state, or against their persons or properties, or the 
persons t)r properties of any of their subjects ^or people, in the 
same manner as if the same had Iicen done or committed within the 


territories directly sulijeet to and under the Britisli government in India. 

All larsons to (1) All persons who shall proceed to the Kast-lndies 
r^Mil'iiirnis'^^ shall, iipoii thcir arrival at any place wdthin the limits 
ihl^loral {;o\crn- of the said United Uompan}’s government, be subject 
to all such rules and regulations as now are or hereafter 
ni.'iv he in force uilliin those limits. 
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yJ.s' tti trycnitinir IJce fiscs, 

Wlii-ii iljo Court (o) .\iKi nhercas it is the duty of this country to 33. 
ot Dinriors IV- promote tlio inti rot and happiness of the native inhabi- 

liiso,tlu> aiiplira. .• i i, • • i , * • • i i- i , 

lionsto 1 h‘ trails- tuiits oi the British dominions in India, and such mea- 
niitiisl to ilic siires ought to he adopted as may tend to the intro- 
duetion among them of useful knowledge, and of reli- 
gious and moral improvement; and in furtiiciaiicc of the above objects, 
suflicient Ihcilities ought to he atlorded by law to persons desirous ot' 
going to and remaining in India, for the purpose of accomplishing 
those benevolent designs, so as the authority of the local governments 
respecting the intercourse of Europeans with the interior of the 
country lie preserved, and tlic principles of tlie Ihitish Ciovernment, 
on which tlie natives of India have hitherto relied for the free exercise 
of their religion, l)e inviolably maintained; ami wherciis it is expedient 
to make provision for granting permission to persons desirous oi’ 
going to and remaining in India for the above purposes, and also to 
persons desirous of going to and remaining there for other lawful pur- 
pose.s; he it ihcrefore cnaeted, that when and as often as any applica- 
tion shall he made to the said C'ourt of Directors, for or on behalf ol 
any person or persons desirous of proceeding to the Kast-Indiesfor per- 
il 4 mission 
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mission so to do, the said Court shall* unless they shall think tit to 
comply therewith, transmit every such application within one month 
from the receipt thoreoK to the said Hoard of i'omtnissioncrs for the 
Affairs of India ; and in case the said connnissioners shall not see any 
sufficient ohjection tliereto, it shall and may he lawful for the saiil com- 
missioners to direct tliat sucli person or persons sliall, at his or their own 
special charge, be permitted to proceed to any of t lie said principal 
settlements of the said Company, and that such person or persons 
shall be furnished by tlie said Court of Directors with a certificate or 
certificates, according to such form as the said cornniissioiuTs shall 
prescribe, signifying tliat such person or persons hath or have so pro- 
ceeded with the cognizance and under the sanction of the said C.’ourt 
of Directors; and that all such certificates shall entitle the persons 
obtaining the same, so long as they shall properly conduert themselves, 
to the countenance and protection of the several governments of llu? 
Siiid Company in the Ea>t- Indies and parts aforesaid in their respec- 
tive pursuits, subject to ail such provisions and rcsfiiclions a** are now 
in force, or may hereafter be judged necessary wiili regard to persons 
residing in India. 

(6) Provided always, that nothing herein eunfuined DinrtorN may 
shall extend or be constnie<l to extend to restrict or 
prohibit the said C’ourt of Directors from oHt ring Mich ^ 

representations to the said Hoard of ('otninissiontTs, 
respecting persons so applying for |)crinission to proceed to the Past- 
Indies, as tlie said Court of Directors may at any time think fir. 


Government.^ not to lice n.n' hut nruler special ('iicuiustaii<( s, 

5 3/. (7t It stiall not be lawful for any of the govtinmenls u„i i. 

of the said Company, at tlieir M veral prc^idehcies, to 
license or otiU’rwi>e authorize the re'jidence, at any 


of li)s 
Hili- 


place or jilaces within the limits of the said Company’s 
governments, of any Mihject of bis .Majesty who .diall "ni.init ilu- 
go thereto after the tenth day of April one t!ioii>and d;,, Alois' urpi 
eight liiindnMi and fourteen, unle.-s sin fi person shall un.hr v|Hci«il 
have been prevhiioily furnished with a lici iiM* or eer- * 
tificate from the Court of Direetors of the said Company, <ir have 
otherwise been authorized by law to reside within tlie said limits: 
providefi, nevertheless, that any (iovernor.( ieiieral or (iovernor of any 
of the said presideneiey, for extraordinary reasons, to be entereil upon 
the minutes of eouneil, may aiitliorize by special license the residence 
of any subject of his Majesty in any place or places under the govern- 
ment of siieli presidency, until tlitf pleasure of the said Court of Direc- 
tors shall be known in that behalf; and that such special licensi* shall 
he deemed and taken to be of the same force and effect as u license 
of and from tlie yaid Court of Directors, until notice of tin* pleasure 
of <he said C ourt to the contrary sl^ll have been given to such per- 
hv delivery thereof to such person, or hy leaving the same at his 

last 


son, 
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last place of abode, or by publication thereof in the gazette of die LAP'S, 

presidency by which such sfieciul license shall have been granted : — ~ 

provided tliat a copy of such license, and of the rea.sons for granting 5*^ 3 

the same, accompanied with an application for u license from the said c. I;»5, ' 
Court of Directors, shall be transmitted to the said Court oi‘ Directors ^ 
forthwith after the granting thereof. 

IWil of Con (H) It shall and may be lawful for the Board of 5 
r'izi Coiiunissioiiers for the Alfairs of India, by license in 

to procfid to and writing fo»* that purpose, upon such terms and condi- 
rosidis tfxcvpt tions as they may think fit, to authorize any person or 

witliiii ciTtaiii li- . 1 ‘ 

inItH of tho diar- pcfsoiis to procei d to and reside at any place or piac-es 
situate more tti the northward than eleven degrees of 
south latitude, and between the sixty-fourth and one hundred and 
fiftieth degrees of east longitude from London, smd not being upon die 
eontinent of Asia, lietween the river Indus and the town of Malacca 
inclusive ; nor in any island under the government of the said (\iiii- 
paiiy lying to the mirthwunl of the ecpiator; norat the said C^nnjiany’s 
factory at Bencoulen, nor its dependencies ; nor within the dominions 
ofilie Emperor of China; any act, matter, or tiiiifg whatsoever to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

maybe lawful for any subjects of 
.intiid hi.s Majesty to proceed to and reside at any place or 
pktees situate more to the southward than eleven de- 
pi.Kvs vitiiiii greis of south latitudi*, or more to the westward than 
I "-I ' lt sixty-four degrees, or more to thi* eastward than one 

hundred and fifty degrees of east longitude from Lon- 
don, for any lawful purposes, willmut any license whatsoever ; any 
thing in tliis or any other act, or in any charter contained to the con- 
trary notw ithstanding. 

IlritiJi Suhjrrts to rtwitic xvilliin ten miU.s of a principal ^citlcmcni^ 

Hiucss licensed bij Government to reside beyond it. 

No persons lo (H*) During all such time as the Company shall he itp.t 
I i wdo niory tiniii entitled to the said exclusive trade, subject as aforesaid, 
prim'i'Jwl' lawfiiHor any British subject or sub- jog"!’ 
nu’ui jects in the service of the said Comj)anv, or licensed 

vmior**ss!r" ^ in India, to 

reside in any other place there than in one of the 
principal setticinents of the said Company, or within ten miles of 
such principal settlement, without the sfiecial liwnse of tlie said 
Company, or of the (Jovernor-fieneral, or Governors of such principal 
settlement, in writing, for that purpose first had and obtained ; nor 
sluill any sucli British subject or subjects go to or continue beyond 
the limits aforesaid for any longer space of* time, or at any other time 
or times respectively, than shall be specified in his or their licciiM' or 
order of leave in that behalf, on pain of being, dismissed the service of 
the said Company, and forfeiting to the s;iid Company such wages, 

salaries 
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salaries and allowances as shall be duo by the said (.'ompany to tJie 
|>erson or persons so otfeiuling, and of his or tlieir license or licenses 
to continue or reside in India. 

Jiemient beyond ten miles. 

(11) All British subjects ot'liis Majesty, as well the 
** servants of the said Ihiited Company as others, who 
shall reside, or shall carry on trade or other business, 
or shall be in the occupation or possession of any im- 
moveable property in any part of the British territories 
in India, at the distance of more than ten miles frinn 
the several presidencies of Fort William, I'ort Saint 
George, and Bombay respectively, shall be subjeet to 
the jurisdiction of all courts which now liave, or here- 
after may have cognizance of civil suits br matters of 
revenue, either originally or by way of appeal, within 
the districts or places where such British subjects shall 
BO reside, or carry on trade or business, or possess or 
occupy immoveable properly, in all actions and pro- 
ceedings of a civil nature, and in all matters of revenue 
(except as hereinafter excepted), ui the like manner as 
nativ es of India, and other persons not British subjects, 
arc now liable to the jurisdiction of such courts by and 
under the regulations of the several governTn(‘nts of 
Fort Willian, Fort Saint (leorge, and Bombay re- 
spectively : provided always, that no British subject 
shall be liable to be sued in any such court in rc'^pcct 
of residence, unless he hliall have his resideruv within the jurisdiifion 
thereof at the time of commencing the action or proca rding against 
him ; or that the cause of suit shall have ari.'^en within the juriMlictioii 
of the said court, and the suit shall be commenced within two years 
after the cause thereof shall have arisen, and also within ."ix months 
after the defendant shall have ceastd to reside within such jurisdiction ; 
nor shall any British subject be liable to bi- sued in any sueh court 
in respect of his carrying on trade or l)u^ine?»s w ithin the jurisdiction 
thereof, unless the cause of suit shall have arisen w ithin suc h jiiriMlic- 
tion, and shall relate to the trade or business so carried on ; nor to l)e 
sued in respect of any iminovealile property possessed or oceujiied by 
him, unless such properly shall be situated within the jurisdiction of 
the court in which lie shall be so sued, and such suit shall be brought 
to recover the po.sseFsion or occupation of such property, or for rent, 
or other demand arising out of the possession or occupation of such 
property by such British subject : jirovidcd also, that where by iJic 
laws ©r regulations in force, or luTeafter to be in force, within the 
provinces respectively subject to tlie governments of l orl William, 
Fort Saint George, and Bombay afo||f|i|kaid, it would be f'onipetent to u 
party to any final jutlj;tncnt or <lecrcc of any buburdinalc civil or 

revenue 


Driti^li Milijt i ts 

rfsiiling or lr;ul ■ 
ill;' or oiTupy- 
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revenue court of judicature, to appeal therefrom to the Sadder 
Dewanny Aduwlut, or otlier court liowevcr denominated, exercining 
within those provinces respeetivcl)' tlie highest appellate jurisdiction 
in civil suits, it shall be coinpetcnt to British subjects of his Majesty, 
in suits coinmeiiced against them under the provisions of this act, 
instead of apf^ealing to the said Sudder Dewanoy Adawlut, or other 
court so exercising the highest ap])e]latc jurisdiction as aforesaid, to 
appeal to the Supreme Court oi‘ Judicature at Tort William, or Tort 
Saint (jcorgc, or the Hecorder's Court at Bombay, according as the 
suit may have been connnencetl in tlie provinces subordinate to either 
ol‘ the said presidencies; and such court shall have the same powers 
as to suspending or allowing execution of the judgment or decree ap- 
pealed against, and as to taking security lor costs, or for tlie per- 
lornianee of the decree or judgment of the said subordinate courts, 
as the said Sudder Dewanny Adawlut or other sucli court as aforesaid 
woidil have had, and shall also make rules of praeliee for the conduct 
of the said apjieals, in all other respects conlbrming in substance and 
ellbet as nearly as jins'^ihle lo the course ol‘ jiroccdure of the said 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or other such court as aforesaid in cases 
of appeal ; proviiled also, tliat nothing herein contained shall extend, 
or be construed to extend, to take away tlie jurisdiction of the said 
Supreme (’ourts of Judicature at Fort William and Madras, or the 
said Ueeorders (’ouit at Bombay respectively; but that all persona 
having cause of action against any British subject may, at their 
elei’tion, instead of suing in such provincial courts as hereinbefore 
provided, commence and prosecute their stiid suits in the said Su- 
preme Courts of Judicature, and the said Becorder’s Couit respec- 
tively, in the same manner as before the passing of this act ; provided 
also, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed 
to extend, to authorize the liolding or occupying of any land or 
other iininoveahlc property beyond the limits of the said several 
presidencies, by any British subject of his Majesty, otherwise than 
imdi*r and according to the permission of the governments of the said 
presidencies. 

sul)jvi*fs 
allow f(l to 
iiwiif (liitii tni 
inili's from ])ro- 

procure ninl re- 
gister certificate 
of such periiiis- 
itiun in tfie court 
of tlie liistrict ; 
and Huin^ in any 
civil courts, sliali 
proiliice <*opy of 
such certific.ite, 
or nil atlidav it 

aceuuiitinjr f^r 

tiot filing it. 

Other 


(l!2) Every Britisli subject of his Majest}’, not in the 
service of his saitl Majesty, or of the said United 
Uomjiany, who, after the tenth day of April, one thou- 
said eight hundred and fourteen, shall go to and reside 
in any part of the British territories in India, distant 
more than ten miles from the presidency to which the 
same shall he subordinate, with tlie permission of the 
government of such presidency, or wlio shall atler the 
said day change his residence Irom one part thereof to 
another, distant as aforesaid, with such permission, 
shall prociux* the chief secretary of the said 

govennnent, or Other oHicer authorized for that pur- 
pose, a cerlilicate signed by tlie said citief secretary or 


■i'i (rt*0. 3, 
C. I.W, 

§ 107 . 


§ los. 
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i;a'\VS. other officer, expressing that such British subject has the permission 
— — of such government to reside at such place, specifying the same, aiul 

53 Gw. 3 oxpressing also whether such permission has been granted during tlie 
c. 155, pleasure of such government or for any limited time ; and the said 

§ certificate shall he deposited by such British subject in the civil court 

of the district in which he shall so go to reside, within one month 
after his taking up his residence there, and shall be kept among the 
records of the said court ; of whicli certificate so de|>osited a true 
copy, attested by the judge or other officer of such court thereto 
authorized, shall be given to the party depositing the same, and shall 
be deemed and taken in all courts of justice, and on all occasions 
whatsoever, to be good and sufficient evidence of such certificate, 
unless the contrary shall be shewn : and no British sidijeet not in the 
scrv'ice of his Majesty, or of the said United C'oinpany, going 
reside in any such part of the British territories, or changing his resi- 
dence from one part thereof to ant)ther, after the saiil day, shall be 
allowed, while he so resides, to Imvc or maintain any civil action or 
proceeding (other than in the nature of an appeal) against any pirson 
whomsoever in any court of civil jurisdiction within the Britisli terri- 
tories in India, until he shall have tileil, in the court in which such 
action or proceeding is commenced, a cc»py of such certificate, signed 
hv the judge of the court wherein the same is deposited, or an 
affidavit accounting to the satisfaction of the court for not filing tlie 
same ; and if it shall he proved to the court in whicli sucli action 
is brought, that such British subject is residing at any place within 
the said territories, distant more than ten miles from the presidency 
to which it is subordinate, without such certificate, or otherwise than 
according to the permission contained in such certificate, or that 
such permission has been revoked, or that, lieing for a limitcti time, 
it has expired and has not been renewed, and that such Briti.^h suliject 
is therefore residing without permis>»ion at more than ten miles dis- 
tance from such presidency, such I^rifisli subject shall thereupon lie 
nonsuited. 

Licenses ami Certijirates to Brittsh Subjects mat/ he iviththninu 
§ 3r,. (!!!) If any person, having obtained a cert ific'ate or ruptnifs in 

license from the said ('ourt of Diret fors autliori/.ing /.i*’,*^.** 
such person to proceed to the Kast-Indies, shall at any nnd i:. to 
time so conduct himself as, in the jtidgnient of the * •**'*'- 

(jovernor-ifcneral, or (rovemor ot the presidency p,„si<iuirl for 
within which sucli person shall be found, to have for- rvs’uUivjr uitiiout 
feited his claim to the countenance and pnitection of ****1^^^^^ 

the government of such presidency, it shall and may trr jiotin*. 
be lawful fi>r such (fovernor-ffcneral or (lovernor, by order, to diTlare 
that the certificate or license so obt||ined by such person shall be 
void from a day to be? nametl in sneh order ; and from and after such 
day so to be nutned in such order, such person shall be deemed and 

taken 
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taken to be a pcrBon rcHiding nml being in the Kast Iiulicfi williout LAMJS. 
license or authority for that purpose, and may be Kent Ibrlbwith to the 
United Kingdom; any matter or thing wJiatsoever to the contrary 
notwithstanding ; provided nevertheless, that no person whose certi- 
ficale or license shall have been so vacated hy order of any of the ■* ‘ 
governments of the said Company us aforesaid, shall be subject or 
liable to any prosecution for residing or being found in the East-Indies 
without license or authority for tliat purpose, until two months after 
notice of such order shall have been given to such person, by deli- 
very to such person of a copy thereof, or by leaving the same at the 
last place of abode ol‘ sucli person, or by publiciilion of sucli order 
in the gazette of the presidency where such order shall be made a 
subject of itself. 


Unlicensed and dismissed Persons, or Persons who have voluntarily 

Tcsit^ucd. 

Siiips &c. of H And whereas various statutes have been bere- 
i:iilirciisL«l |iir- tofoi'c made for securing to the said United (’ompnny 

wuViin tlio n'mits exclusive right of trading to the East- 

of the Indies, and parts aibresiiid, during the continuance of 

such sole and exclusive right, and to restrain all illicit 
‘ ’ and clandestine trade to, in, and from the East-Indies, 
and parts aforesaid ; and whereas the limitations and provisions in this 
act contained, concerning the future eoiuUict of the said trade, require 
tliat some alterations should he made in the said statutes ; and it may 
he convenient that such provisions as shall be deemed necessary for 
st curing to the taid Uompany the full henelit of sucli sole and exclu- 
sive right (subject to tlic provisions and limitations contained m this 
act), and tor restraiiiing all clandestine and illicit trade in. to, and from 
the Ka>t-Indies, and parts aforesaid, should be reduced into one act 
of Parliament : be it further enacted, that if any of the subjects of his 
Majesty, his heirs or successors, of or belonging to (Jreat Britain, or 
the islands of (liiernscy, Jersey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, or Faro 
Isles, or to any of his Majesty’s colonies, islands, or plantations in 
America or the West-Indies, other than such as by the said United 
Company shall he licensed, or otherwise tliereiinlo lawfully authorized, 
shall at any time or limes, before such determination of the said 
Company's whole and sole trade as is hereinbefore limited, directly 
or indirectly sail to, visit, haunt, frequent, trade, traffic, or adventure to, 
in, or from the said Kast-lndies, or other parts hereinbefore mentioned, 
contrary to the limitations and provisions of this act, or the true intent 
and meaning thereof, all and every such olfcnder or offenders shall 
incur the forfeiture and loss of all the ships and vessels belonging to 
or employed by such subjects respectively, with the guns, tackle, 
apparel and fiirniture there tin to ^longing, and also all the goods and 
inercliuiidize laden thereupon, car which were or shall he sent, ac- 
quired, traded, trafficked, or adventured within the said East-Indies, 

or 
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or parts aforesaid ; and all the proceeds and effects of such goods and 
merchandize, and double the value thereof (to wit), one-iburth part 
of such forfeiture to such person or persons who Shall seize, inform, 
or sue for the same ; and the other three-fourth parts thereof to the 
use of the said United Company, they defraying thereout the charges 
of prosecution. 

(15) All and every subject and subjects of his Ma- ivrsons goinj; 
jesty, his heirs or successors, of or belonging to (treat to the wild jmrts 
Britain, or the islands, colonies, or plantations afore- 
said, or any of them, who shall at any time or times to have tradcMl 
before such determination of the said United Company’s unlawfully, 
whole and sole trade, as is hereinbefore limited, go, sail, or repair to 
the said Kast-Indics, or parts aforesaid, against any of the provisions 
of this act, shall be deemed and accounted to have unlawfully traded 
and trafficked there, and all the ships, goods and merchandize which 
shall be employed therein, or found in his or their custody, «»r in the 
custody of any other person or persons by his or their employment, 
order, or procurement, shall and may be seized, and .shall be forfeited, 
with double the value thereof; one-fonrtli of which forfeiture shall 
belong to the person or persons wlio shall seize, inform, or siu* for 
the same ; and three-fourths thereof to the u.sc of the said United 
Company, tliey tliereout defraying the charges of prosecution. 


(16) If any subject or subjects of his Majesty, his unllansul 
heirs or successors, of or belonging to (Ircut Britain, inrsons. going u> 
or any of the islands, colonic.s, or plantations aforesaid, 
not being lawfully licensed or authorized, .shall at any aiiK* to line :uui 
one time or times before such determination of the .siiid nnpnioiiiiicnt. 
Company’s whole and sole trade, as is licrein!)erorc limited, directly 
or indirectly go, sail, or repair to, or he found in the Kast-Indies, or 
any of the parts uforc«,aid, all and every such person and persons art* 
hereby declared to be guilty of a liigii crime and niisdeineanor, and 
being convicted thereof, shall be liable to such fine or imprisonment, or 
both fine and imprisonment, as the court in which such person or ptT- 
sons shall be convicted shall think fit ; and in case of a fine, one 
moiety thereof shall belong to his .Majc.sty, his heirs or succes-sors, 
and the other moiety thereof to the said United Company, if they 
shall pro.sccutc the said offence, or otherwise such moiety shall be to 
the use of such person or person.s a.s shall prosecute the same. 


(17) At any time or times before such determina- sucli ihtmius 
tion of the said Company’s whole anil sole trade as is »»»«y iw Arrp^ti><l 
hereinbefore limited, it .<hall and may he lawful to 
and for the said Company and their successors, by and atul umy lie com* 
through such person or persons as is and arc licrcafter 
mentioned, to take, arrest and scizoi or .cause to he taken, arrested 
and seized, at any place or places within the East-Indies, or parts 
aforesaid, all and every person and person.s, being a sulijert or sub- 
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jects of Ills Majesty, liis heirs or successors, of or belonging to Great 
Britain, or to any of the islands, colonies, or plantations aforesaid, 
who shall go, sail, or repair to, or be, or be found within the said East- 
Iridics or parts aforesaid, against any of the provisions of this act, and 
him or them to remit and send or bring to England, there to answer 
for bis, her, or their offence according to due course of law ; and when 
such person or persons shall arrive in England, it shall and may be 
lawful to and for any one or more of his Majesty’s justices of the 
peace, and he and they uie hereby authorized and required to commit 
all and every such person or persons to the next county gaol, there to 
remain until suflicient security he given, by natural-horn subjects or 
denizens, for the appearance of such person or persons in the court in 
wln'cli lie or tlicy shall or may he sued or prosecuted, or shall be 
under actual prosecution in respect of such his or their offence, and 
for liis or their not going out of court, or out of the kingdom, without 
the leave of such court. 


|{y whom such (16) The powcTs and authorities hereby given to the 
irrsklV-Sor- taking, arresting, seizing, remitting, 

KiliMl vfsstUjivr. or sending to lilngland, any sucli person or persons as 
aforesaid, together with the power of seizing any ships, 
vessels, goods, merchandize and eftects, by this act made liable to 
seizure or forfeiture, sliall and may he enforced and put in execution 
ill tlie name of the said Company, liy the order and authority of the 
Governor-General of Fort William in Bengal, or the Governor of Fort 
St. (ieorge and Ciovernor of Bombay for the time being respectively, 
or by any chief ofKcer of the said Company resident at any other 
of tlie British settlements in the Kast-lndies respectively, or by the 
order and authority of the said Company’s council of supracargoes 
for the time being, at the town or factory of Canton, within the 
saiil town or factory, and upon the river of Canton, or other part 
of the coasts of China, and by such other persons as shall be 
IVom time to time especially deputed and authorized for that pur- 
pose by the Court of Directors of the said United Company for the 
time being. 


J*«‘rs»)ns jfiMiiiss- 
I'd, ^c., who 
shall )>(.* tbuiul 
within the limits 
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to he iieeined to 
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(19) During sucli time as tlie said Company shall 
have such whole and sole trade as aforesaid, if any 
person or persons w ho shall liave been dismissed from, 
or shall have voluntarily resigned the service of the 
said Company, or aiiy free merchant, free mariner, or 
other person, whose covenants or agreements with the 
said Company shall be expired or have ceased, or whose 


license to go to, or traflic, trade, or reside w’ithin the said East 


Indies, or parts aforesaid, shall have ceased and determined, shall be 
or he found in the East-1 ndics, or parts and limits aforesaid, after 
the expiration of such time afl^hnll he allow’cd by the respective 


governments or presidencies in India wherein such person or per- 
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sons sliall be or be fbuiul, every siub per^son and persons shall be 
deemed and taken, to all intents and purposes whatever, to have 
unlawtully traded in the siiid parts and limits contrary to this act, 
ami shall be subject to all the penalties, forfeitures and provisions 
of this act, against persons unlawfully going to or trafficking, trading 
or adventuring or found in any place witiiin the said parts and limits 
accordingly. 

(20) If any of the subjects of hi.s Majesty, his heirs iJiiiiam'wd por- 
or successors, of or belonging to any of his Majesty’s simu trading to 
dominions situate without the Ka.st- Indies, and limits 
of the said Company's charter, other than such as shall 
be licensed hy the said C’nited Company, or otherwise 
thereunto lawfully authorized, sludl at any time before 
the determination of the further term hereby granted 
to the said (^ompany, directly or indirectly sail to, 
visit, haunt, fre(juent, trade, trattic, or adventure to, 
in or from the laist -Indies or parts aforesaid, or go, Sitil, 
or repair thereto, orhefoiind therein, in any t)ther manner 
than is prescribed or allowed I)y the provisions of this 
act, and the terms and conditions of any license or certificate to he 
granted hy virtue thereof, all and every siieli person and plT^ollS 
shall be deemed and taken to lutve unlaw fully traded and trailicked 
there; and all such piTsons, and all ships and vi*sstls found in the 
custody of any such person or persons, or engaged or concerned in 
such unlawful trade or traffic, and the owners, masters, and crews 
thereof, and all goods, merchancli/e, treasure and effects shipped or 
laden therein, or taken out the same, or found in the custody of 
any such per'*on or persons, slaill he suhjei t arid liable to all Mich 
and the like pains, ptmalties, forft ifures, disalrihlie'*, and methods of 
suit, as arc contained in the said acts of the tliirfy-thinl \car of his 
present Majesty (act supra), or cither tif them, or in any act or acts 
now in forct?, and which pains, penalties, forfeitures, disaliilities, and 
methods of suit, were enacted for the purpose of securing to tlic 
said Company the sole and exclusive right of trading tlie k.a^t. 
Indies, and other parts within the limits of their charter, during tire 
continuance of sucli sole and exclu^iiie right, and of restraining 
clandestine and illicit trade in, to, and from the I^ast<Indies and 
parts aforesaid ; and all such and the like [miui is, provisions, <‘l.iiise», 
matters, and things, as are contained in tire said acts of the thirty- 
third year of his present Majesty, or either rrf them, or in any act 
or acts now in force, and which were enacted for the purptist* af(»re- 
said, shall he deemed and taken to he in force, and to apply to all 
such unlawful trade and traffic as utoresaid, contrary to tin* provisionM 
of this act, or of the terms and conditions of any lic« irse (»r certi- 
ficate to he granted hy virtue thereof, and shall he put in executitm 
during the further term hereby granted to the tuiid Company, (or the 

purpose 
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f)ur|)Oso of preventing any sncli unlawful trade or traffic as fully and J,AW». 
effectually ns if the same powers, provisions, clauses, matters and — 7 
things were severally repeated at large, and re-cnacte<l in the body of *,3^500 3 
this act, and applied to and for the purpose last aforesaid. c.l § 40 . 

Provision for ( 21 ) Whereas it is expedient that provision should 5 10 1. 

viciioir^^iincl *^lT^ made for empowering the several governments of 

nishinent of tlic said Company in India to restrain, by summary 

BriusU sulijcits convictions, British subjects residing in India without 
iMJing »n india 

without limise, uccnsc or cerlibcatc, or beyond the terms of such li- 
or exceeding tJie ecnse or certificate, in cases where such governments 
deem it advisable to exercise the jiowcrs vested 
— Not to pn'- in them of proseeiiting siicli persons for a misdemeanor, 
viiiitMuh Untisii sending them to the Ciiilcd Kingdom ; belt thcrc- 

biibjivls friuii ... , , 

biiiig proscniud enacted, that upon inrorinrition being exhibited 

for luisciciiiia tlu Advocate (ieiicral, or other prmeiniil law-officer 
bomo •— ol‘ the said Company, at any of tlieir presidencies, in 
on account <ifrt- the Supreme (’ourt of Judicature at 1 ‘ort William, tlie 
suJenco previous (\)urt of Jiidieaturc at Madras, the Re- 

to CUIlMCtlon. 1 » yt I 

eorder s ( ourf at Bombay, ortlie ( ourt of Judicature at 
Prince of Wale:»' Island, that any sueh subject of his Majesty has been 
found in any part or place of the l^ast-Indies. or parts aforesaid, to 
which the jurisdiction of the court in which such information maybe 
filed extends, without being duly licensed or otherwise authorized for 
that pur|)ose, it shall and may be lawful for the court in which such 
information may he filed to cause .such person to be arrested and 
brought before such <’ourt ; and upon proof being duly made lieforc 
sueb court of tbe substanee of the matter stated in tbe said information, 
siieb person shall be re<[uired to produce or prove tlie license or other 
authority under which lie eaine to and resides in the East-Indies, and 
under which he resorted to or wa< remaining, or found at the place 
nhere he shall he proved to have been ; and in case lie shall fail to 
jirodiiee or prove any sueh license or authority, or duly to account for 
the non-production or want of proof thereof: or if, upon production or 
proof thereof, it shall apjiearto the said court that the residence of s ^cli 
person in the East-Indies, or his resortingto or remaining in the place 
where he shall be proved to have been, was not within the true intent 
and meaning of sueh license or authority, it shall and may be lawful 
for sueh coart, in a summary w ay, to convict sueh offender of having 
been found, on sueli a day, at such a place w ithin the East-Indies or 
parts aforesaid, without being duly licensed or otherwise authorized for 
that purpose, and to order such offender to pay sueh fine, not exceeding 
tw'o thousand rupees, as the said court shall think fit, and also to com- 
mit such offender to the gaol of the presidency to which sueh court 
shall belong, for a period not exceeding tw’o months, unless such line 
sliall he sooner paid ; and in ease «iuch pci*son shall a si^eond time be 
convicted of n like offence, * iib. Ton* Ibe same oranv other court, 
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it shall ami may he lawful lor such court hci’oro which such person 
shall be so convicted a second time to order sucli oflendcr lo pay 
such tine, not exceeding four thousand rupees, as the said court shall 
think fit, and also to commit such offender to the gaol of the presi- 
dency to which such court shall belong, f*or a period not excei'ding 
four months, uidess such tine shall he sooner paid ; provided always, 
that nothing herein contained shall extend, or he construed to extend, 
to repeal, alter, or annul aii> enactment or provision containt‘d in any 
former act or acts, whereby any person so being found in the Kast- 
Indies or parts aforesaid, witliout having a license or other authority 
for that purpose, is or may he suhjecteil to a prosecution for a mis- 
demeanor, or whorehy such person is or may ))e liable to he ."eiit to the 
United Kingdom ; provided nevertheless, that no person who shall 
have been convicted as aforesaid, "hull he liable to he prosecuted for 
a misdemeanor, or sent lo tlie Ignited Kingdom, in respect of any 
residence in the Kast-Indies, or parts aforesaid, previously to the 
date of sucli conviction. 

Wliereas it may he doubtful vv iiether the ( rv rsiiii> 
vcrnor-( icneral of Tort William in IVngal, or otluT mi li.ili.t 

persons autriorized to fakts aiTest, and sti/.e such per- 
sons as may he found within the Kast-lndies, and oiIut i>‘'>M'- 
limits of tiu* said (’ompany's cliarti r, wiiluait license 1*1*1**,'' 

or other law fid authority for that purpose, havi‘ power 
to remit or send any sueh person or person^ to the said rniled King- 
dom, except ihr the pnrpoNe of being prosteuted for a inisdenieafior, 
and whereas il may he sufficient in many cases to remit and send sui h 
persons to the I nited Kingdom, without suhjeeting them to further 
punishment: he it enacted, that it shall and may he lawful f'»r the 
said (fOveruor-( icneral, or, in his ahst nee from his government, the 
V'iec-rresident, the (iovi rnur of any of the >aid Company s prcsiilen- 
cies, the eliief offici r of the said Company resident at any Ih ilisli 
siltlenient in tlie Cast- Indies or p.irts afinesaid, tlie ( ompany’s 
eouiicil of supracargoes at the town and faetory of Canton, within 
the said town and factory, and ujion the river of ('anton, or other 
jiart of the coa^t of China, and sueli other persons as may he from 
time to time especially deputed and authorized for that purpose by 
the (‘ourt of Direc tor-, of the saifl Cnifed ('ompany, to take, arrest, 
seize, and < ause t(» he taken, arrested, and seized, at any plaei* or 
places w ithin the I'ast-Indii s or parts afon said, and to remit and 
send to the Cnited Kingdom, on hoard any ship nr ships of or hc- 
loiiging to, or in the servieo of the* said Company, honnd to tlie 
Cnited Kingdom, all such pj ison'> heing found at any -ucli place 
or places in tlnr liasf-lndies or jiarls afore",iid, without license or 
other lawful authority f.»r that purjiose ;^aiid the masters or other 
persons having the cotnmand of all mu h ships s|ial|, und they are 
iieichy authorized and n f|inrc*d to rcc( ive, and safely and sec urcly to 

Keep 
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kcq) all and c.'very such person and persojis who shall h(! sent on board 
any ship or sliips, for the purpose aforesaid, unlil such person or 
persons shall be landed in some port or ports of the United Kingdom; 
provided always, that every person wlio shall he so put on hoard any 
sucJi ship for tlie purpose aforesaid, shall he entitled to he discharged 
ill such port of the United Kingdom, in which such ship bhall he 
iiioored in safety, us such person shall think lit. 

Ill action^ lor ^i^**^^*^'** enacted, that if any suit or 

unlawful arrest- action shall he brought or commenced against the 
fllu 11(1* ill” Uic'^ said United (’oinpany or any of llieir servants, or any 
Kast- Indies, I*; e., person or persons acting by their authority, Ibr the 
ilie (lefeiidaiits recovery of any costs or damages for tin* unlawful 
l-eueral issue.— t«King, arresting, seizing, iinpnsoiiing, sending, or 
lV(K»f III lie on bringing into the United Kingdom of any person or 
the plainiiiL— ju the Kast-Iiidies or Other j)iutf» afore- 

sail! within tlu^ limits of the .said ('ompany s charter, 
or as not being authorized to reside or traffic there, tlie defendant or 
defendants to sueh suit or action may pleatl the general issue, and 
give the special matter in evidence for his or their defence ; and tl.e 
proof shall lie on the plaintiff or plaiutiH's upon the trial of the isMje to 
shew that, at the time or times of arresting or .seizing such person or per- 
.sons rt‘spectlvely for the eaust‘s aforesaid, in the manner in which >ueh 
jirresting or seizing shall he laid or ( barged to have been done in or 
by the declaration or declarations in such suits or actions, the piT.soii 
or persons so arresti d wa> or were in the militarv or marine ser\iee of 
his Majesty, his heirs or suece.ssor% or was or were under covenant 
to serve tiu* .said (’ompany in India, or was or were duly possessed o!‘ 
a license or licenses, eertifi(’ale or certificates in writing, authorizing 
him or them to go to or reside and traffic in tlie Ikist-Indies or parts 
afore \<iiid, or that the person or persons not being in his Maje.st\ 
stTviee, \\a> or were, at the time or times ol’Iiis or their being so seized 
or arrested, entitled or authorized, by the stipulation r.f such covenants, 
licenses, or eertilieates respectively, to remain and eontimie in India 
or other the purls aforesaid ; and in failure of sueh proof, the plain- 
tiff or plaintiffs shall hecoiiie nonsuited; and in sueh ease, or in any 
other ea.ses wherein the ]dainliff or p],unti!rs shall become nonsuited, 
or wherein judgment shall be givm ;igaiust sutb plaintiff or plaintiff’s 
upon demurrer, or where a verdict shall pass for tlie defend;!!!! or 
defendants, lie or they sh;!ll have treble costs awarded, to be paid by 
the respective plaintiff’ or plaintiffs in such s!iit or action ; ;iny law, 
.statute, or provi.sion to the eontrary nolwilhstandiiig. 

. itnd Vrespass cn 

Ju.stiocsoriu'jiiv Whereas hi^ ^Majesty’s British subjects resident 

III tho pniviiuys Jjj Britisl! territories in India, without the towns of 

sliall Iijivi' juris- 

iliction iiiniscol’ C’aleiitta, Madras, and the town and island ot Honihay, 
iis'kault aiul tivs- an* nnu- h\' l iw. nnlv flu* iurisdi('t!On of his 


Ju.stiocsoi*|u'iuv 


I hi:;. 

r.'i (mo. a, 
c. 155, 

0 lot. 


art' now,l>y l;uv, subject only to tht* jurisdiction ot his 

I Alaje.'lv’s 
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Majes(/s courts at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay eommittcd 
respectively, anil are exeinpleil from the jurisdiction of by [hitUU sub- 
^ the courts establislicd by the said United Company 
within the said territories, to wliich all other persons, ^,1* fonvic^ 
whether natives or others, inhabitants in the said terri- ti«»n and pm- 
tories without tlie limits of the town aforesaid, are 
amenable ; and wiieieas it is expedient to provide more vfrninfnt. — 
effeetiial redress for llie native inhabitants of the said 

I >1 1 to the niairistmtc. 

territories, as well in the ease of assault, lureible entry, — Applknition 
or other injury accompanied with force, which may be tluTtof. — ( on- 
coinmitied by lirltisli subjects at a distance from the remov 

places wneie his .Alajestys courts arc eslalilishcd, as aiul subjict to 
in case of civil controversies with such British sub- pr«vi!>i<*n.s ‘‘I* 
jeets ; be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may 
be lawful for any native of India, resident in the Knst-Indics, or 
parts aforesaid, and without tlio saitl towns, in case of any assault, 
forcible entry, or other injury accompanied with force, alleged to 
have been done against his person or property by a British sub- 
ject. to complain ot‘ such assault, fiircihlc entry, or other injury 
arcompanied with force. m»t being felony, to tiu* magistrate of the 
zillah or district where the alli‘gi‘d olh niler ^hall he re.sident, or in 
which such offence shall have been committed ; and that such magis- 
trate shall have power and authority, at the instance of the person so 
complaining, to take cogui/aiice of s:u‘h complaint, to hear parties, 
to examine w itnesses, and, having fbken in writing the ^uhstancc of 
the complaint, defence, and evidence, to acrpiit or (‘oniict the pi rsfiu 
.'tccuscd ; and. in case ef oonvirtiou, to inflii ! upon >uc}j jiersnn a 
suitable punishment, by fine, not c\<H-c(ling fi\i‘ hun(lrc<l rupees, t<i he 
levied, in c:ise i f non-payment, liy warrant unde r the hand of the said 
magistiate, and upon any property of the parly so coin ii ted which 
may he found within tin ^aid distrid ; and if no sucli prfiperty shall 
he found wirliiu tlic said di-trier, flu n it shall he lawful for the said 
magisfratc, by warrant •’.s i under his fiand, to eonunit -lu h oilcmler 
to sonic place of continernenf within iIm* said /illali or district, which 
in tlie judgment of thf* s.'ud magi-trati* .sljall befit for rert iving sudi 
offender : or if there shall he no tit place of confinement, then to the 
gao! of the prt sidenev, t*> remain there for a periocl rmt exceeding 
two months, unless vueh fine ‘ ludl he sooner paid ; and it .sliall he 
lawful lor the said magistrate to awa.rti the wliole nr any portion ol‘ 
such fine to the party aggrievetl, by way of satisfaction for siicli 
injury: providird idways, that in nil laises of conviction of a British 
luibject, under the provision herein-hefore lamtaincil, tlie magistrate 
before whom .such rftnviction shall take place shall forthwith transmit 
copies of such convi(?tioM, and of all depositions and other proceed- 
ingg relative thereto, to the government jo which the place wdierein 
the offence was committed i or shall be subordinate ; provided also, 
that all such fmei sludl be paid in the first instance to the magistrate 

before 
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before wiioin the party oflending bliull be convicted, and the aiiioiint 
thereof, after making such satisfaction to tlie party aggrieved as afore- 
said, ii’ any shall be transmitted by such magistrate to the clerk of 
the crown, or other officer to whom it hcloJigs to rect ive fines in hi.', 
Majesty’s (’ourt ol’ Oyer and 'I’ermincr and Oaol Delivery for llie 
province within whieli the offenee shall have been eornmitted ; and 
such fines shall and may l)e disjiosed of in the same manner as other 
fines imposed by such Court of Oyer and 'rerniiner and Gaol Deli- 
very : provided also, that all .such convictions sliall and may he 
removable by writ of erriioruri into the said C ouiIn of Oyer and Ter- 
ininer aiuKiaoI Delivery respectively, in the same manner, and ujion the 
suine terms and ('onditioiis, and sliall be proct eded upon in t!ie same 
manmT in every re.spect as is directed in fht' .<aiti act ot' the fhirty- 
ihird year ol‘ Ins Majesty s reign, with regard to other conv ii tioins 
Indore justiees ot* peace in the Urilisli set t lenient «! or tt rritoriea in 
India : pro\a\!v (! also, dial nothing herein etmlained ^Ii.di i \tend, or 
!)e eoMstriK d to t‘\tend, to prevent ''Uch miigi.-t,tate fnmi conimiiling 
or holiling to hail anv Hritish subject, charged with any ^uch offence 
hiloia-him, in tlio same manner as mkIi British s!d)jici migiit ini\e 
hien committed or holden to bail it* this act luui not been parsed, 
where the olfciuc' charged sHiall appc.ir to sudi ni.igisjrate to he of 
.so aggraNalc'd a nature as to be a fit .subject for prose cut ioj) in aifv 
ol* bis Majesty's courts in nhicli siu-h l»riti'h subic-cl iua\ be ame- 
nable. 


/X/;/' i't \(i( ft tint I /: . 


{'i,')) In all cases ol debt not i xeaicling tiie m.iii e»i 
liftv rupee.-, alleged to be due from any U,ili.sli Mib- 


.ii'ht*. tliH' to ii;i- 

t iVom Itii- 

li-Ii ■-.Mliji’i’l'.. 


.hislUi's */!' the* 
ji« :u‘f to li.or 

! of ' sM "ill native of India resident in the Ba.si-indies 

or part.^ aforesaid, and witluml the juii.sdiclion of riser 
several ('oiirts of Hecpur.st established at C alcutta, 
.Madras, and Bombay respectively, it sliall and may be 
lawful for the magistrate of the /illah or distriet u here .such Hrilish .-ob- 
ject sb.dl be resident, or in w liieh siieh debi siiall liaxe bee n e'onlracled, 
to take n»gni/anee ol* all such debt.s, and to examine witnesses upon 
oaib, end in a summary way to deeide between tlie jiartics, which 
decisic'ii be linal and conclusive to all intents and purposes; 

oud in all cases w beiv any suc h debt sludl be* found to he due from 
anv British snhject to any such native of India, the amount thereof 
shall and may be le vied in the same manner, and subject to the 
same ri'gulations and provisions, in respect to tite eoinmitmi iit of the 
debtor, as are lu rein-hefore made and provided in respect to the 
lev\ing of finc.s in c,i.se of the conviction ol a British subiecl before 
MM'h magi Irate. 
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Justices of the Pence, 

(5Jo) Justices of the peace may be appointed from tile British sub- 
jects or inhabitants by the Oovemor-Gencral in Council. 

Loans in India, 

(5J7) No Person shall take on loan of monies above twelve per cent, 
per annum — and persons engaging in .such shall forfeit for every 
oftence treble the value. 

(!?8) From 1797, no British subject to lend any money, or be coii- 
cerned in raising any for native Princes, without the consent of the 
Court of Directors or Governor in Council. 

(29) No British subject in India to lend any sum or sums to foreign 
companies or foreign European merchants. — ( Vide Loans and lntere.st 
on Loans.) 

Misdemeanors hejfond lOi) Miles from Presidrmj/. 

(30) Whereas great inconvenience and expense have I'^r niis(K-iiii*si- 
hitherto been experienced in eases of prosecution*' roiiiiiiiuul 
under the authority of the Advocate-General or other 

principal law-officer of the said C'ompany, at their oru* liiiruiriHi 
severtd presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. (Jeorge, 
and Bombay respectively, for misdemeanors committed inniii>ns* may tn* 
at a distance from the saidstweral presidencies, by the 
ordinary cour.se of indictment, or infonnation filed witli thr*r!mri 
leave of tlic court; be it therefore enaiited, that it shall of Kln^^’s 
and may be lawful for the Advocate-General, or oHicr 
principal law-officer of the said (’onipany at their several presidencies, 
in all cases of misdemoanor alleged to have been committed hy any 
British subject, at n distance of more than one hnruircd miles from 
the presidency within the limits whereof such offence shall he ulh'gird 
to have been committed, to file an information ej'-nffirirt in the Su- 
preme (!ourt of Judicature at Fort William, the Supreme Court of 
Judicature at ]VIadni.s, or the Recorder s Court at Bombay, as the 
case may be ; and all ‘such proceedings shall and may he used and 
liad upon such information as may lawfully be used and had in cfxsvs 
of information filed ex-officio by his Majesty’s Attorney-Cicncral in his 
Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench in England ; any oiatter or tiling to 
the contrary notwitlistuiiding. 

(31) Persons accused of capital crimes 123 miles from the presi- 
dency can be tried by court niartial^^ Military Forces.) 

NdUve Partner nr ScTvnni of British Su^cts in he registered. 

(.34) AH and every bf hL Majesty’s British subjects 
sliall cause to be entered in (he Provincial Office jccis sh.iii enter 
of the district in which the said Britisli subject *" 
doth mpyt conipiojily reside, the nawc^ description, 
and place of abode of his native steward or stevrards, of of tin ir 

jigcnt or agents, or partner or \mtmttk iii any 
concern of revenue or jmcrciiiindi/.e (if any siicli 


sir ward, 
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fitewanly agent, or partner he hath), and iii like manner bhull enter, or cau^e 
to be entered, within three inontlis from the time of succeusiori, or new 
appointment, or new partnership, the names of him or them who are dis- 
missed, dead, or new-appointed in the said Provincial OfTioc ; and the presi- 
dent of the said Council is directed to transmit within three months to 
Calcutta, the name of every person who shall succeed to the said employment 
or partnership, for which a fee of one sieca rupee for every entry, and no 
more, shall be paid to the officer keeping the said register. 

Penalty on Bri. (33) If any British subject shall be convicted before the 
tifili subjects cm- Supreme Court of employing any native agent, or engaging 
nttti«e ||Hiitiier, not registered as hereinbefore is 
registered. provided, or who shall be bona fide, and in efliect and sub- 

stance, such agent or partner (although by covin, collusion, 
or deceit, the same may be recovered and concealed, contegfy to the true 
intent and meaning of this act), the said British subject, if in the Company's 
service, shall forfeit, on conviction, the sum of five hundred pounds, and if 
not in the Company’s service, shall forfeit one hundred pounds to any person 
suing for the same. 

(31) No native entitled to any salary till registered. 

Penalty on Britidi (35) If any British European subject shall engine in any 
European subjects concern of trade with a native partner not registered as 
cnj^gi»ig ill trade directed, the said British subject shall not be en- 

nut registered. titled to recover or receive any sum or sums of money by 
reason of the said joint concern, or to compel an account 
thereof by any suit in law 0r equity in any court within the said provinces ; 
and any person prosecuting to conviction, in the Supreme Court, a British 
subject having a native partner or agent not being registered as aforesaid, 
shall he entitled to, and shalhrecover by due process of the said Court, the 
whole of the salary engaged for, and shall also lie entitled to an account and 
receipt of the said British subject’s share of profit of any partnership entered 
into with any person or persons not conforming to the regulations of this act.*^ 

Counterfeiting Lkenses* 

Counter foiting li- (33*) Be It enacted, that if any person or }>ersons within 
ronsosurocrtiHcates,^ the local limits of the criminal jurisdiction of the said 
or utt^tvd copies coi^ts, OF if guy person or persons personally subject to 
wTtirfine'*and^ t1ke'^jurisdictioi;^;jof any of the said coUfti, at any place in 
pri<^nment. tbc Eost-lndles, OT kt any place between the Cape of Good 

Hope or the Stndto of Magellan, where ,the siiid Com- 
pany sliall have a settlement, factory) or other ottabludimcnt, shall counter- 
feit, erase, alter or falsify any ticensc, authoHsing Imy ship or vessel to pro- 
ceed to any place in the East-Indies, or parts aforea^d, or any license or 
certificate authorizing any person to go to or reside at any sudi place, or any 
attested copy of any such license or certificate, or shall otter or publish as 
true any such counterfeited, altered or fidsified license, certificate, 

or attested copy, knowitig the same to be coonterfcltcd, erased, . altered or 
falsified, and shall be convicted thereof, ev^ person so ofllhndiog shall suficr 
such imprisonment, not cxceeffing one year, and shall pay such fine, not ex- 
ceeding in value one thousand sicca rupees, in the currency of the place in 
which such ofience shall be coBtroittpd, as the cpuil before which he or she shall 
have been so convicted, shall direct. 

• Tlie same provisions as to registry of natives extended to Madras .tnd Bombay 
by the 37th Geo. 3, c. 
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BY-LAWS, 


The power of making .and coi^tituting By-Laws is vested in 
ilie majority of Proprietors qnalided for electors when assem- 
bled in General Court) by the charter of William III. 

At the General Court of the United East-India Com- 
pany, field under that charter on the 25th March 1709, it was 
resolved that a committee of fifteen proprietors, whereof nine 
to form a quorum, should be chosen by ballet to frame by-laws 
for the government of the Company. No proprietor was 
eligible to be chosen, who did not possess ;£2,000 stock. Tlie 
committee, which was chosen on the 29th March, reported on 
the 29th September. 

By the twenty-sixth by-law then ordained, the committee 
was henceforth to consisfOf seven tnem1)ers, who were to be 
chosen by ballot, in the month of June in each ^ ear. In the 
year 1716 it was resolved in General Court that the choice 
should in future be made by shew of hands instead of by 
ballot and by motion, for the appointment of cacli inembc'r 
separately: this mode has existed to the present time. In 
1773 a motion was made to revert to the system of electing the 
committee by ballot, but it was negatived. Akcrutions have 
been made from4ime to time in the aqdo of Bf^j|aws. 

In 1813, in consequence act of the 5Sd Goo. Ill, 

c. 155, the (^mmittee met to oi^id^r whether any alterations 
were requisite in the,Utei^!j^nustiii|| laws. 0^ the 1 6th February 
1813, they repbtted their proceedings to. the court, with sug- 
gestions for such alterations as had boaome requisite under the 
provisions of the 'abov^meiltioned act. In concluding the 
report, the committee expressed the ^gratification which they 
felt at observing the clear and ccnnprdicnsivc system u|K>n 
which the extensive affairs the Cmnpany had been con- 
ducted, reflecting much honour t^n the Court of Directors, 
and the officers employed under them. ' 
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B V-LA\V S. 


121 


Sundry alterations in the laws were proposed in General 
Court; and, among others, it was resolved that the committee 
of by-laws should in future consist of fifteen meml)ers instead 
of seven, and that live should be a quorum. 

The committee are required to meet twice in the yeai*, and 
to be summoned by the secretary for the time being, on the 
requisition of any two of its metnliers. 

No by-law can be effectual which shall qlter the constitution 
of the Company, as provided for by charter, or which shall be 
contrary to any act of Parliament either existing or which may 
he passed for regulating the Company’s affairs. The by-laws 
are n^cpiired to be read in tlie first Court of Directors and 
first General Court after every annual election. Xo by-law 
can lie suspended, altered, or repealed without the consent and 
approbation of two special General Courts; of the first of 
which fourteen days’ public notice, at the letist, must be given. 
Olfeiiding against the by-laws subjects the party, if a Direc- 
tor, to be removed, and renders him incapable of bolding any 
other office or employment under the Company ; if an officer, 
to l)e dismissed the service# 


L A W S. 


(1) And wo do hereby, for us, our lieirs> and succes- 
sors, grant to the said Kiighsh Company trading to the 
l^a>t-lndies, that all and every the said n'.cmhers quali- 
tieil for electors as aforesaid shall have full power, and 
they are hereby authorized in the General C'ourts or 
assemblies aforesaid, by majority of their votes as 
aforesaid, to make and constitute reasonable by-laws, 
constitutions, orders, and onUnances from time to time, as well for 


'Hk* CitMicrsil 
('uui't U> iiiakv 
I»y lav's li»r call- 
ing ill iiioiicy, 
Ui.ikiii;' (livi- 
tk'iuK, ami 
vcniMiriit of tiio 
(’onijMny. 


raising and calling in, and payment of monies for an additional joint 
stock, for the better carrying on niid managing the said trade, and for 
the applying and proportioning the profit, adnmtagei and produce 
arising by the joint stock and trade, as for the good goveniment of the 
said trade to the East-Indics and other the parts aforesaid, and of the 
factors, agents, officers, aiijd others concerned in the same ; and to 
indict reasonable penalties and punishments by imprisonments, nuilcls, 
fines, or anicrciaments for any breach of breaches tlicre<if, and to levy 
such fines, mulcts, or umerciainents to the use of the said Company 
and their successors, hO that such by-laws be not repugnant to the laws 
of (his our kingdom, and be coiilmiicd and appixiveil according to the 
itatiites ill Mich cases made and proiidcd; all which miilct>. lines,. 

and 
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anil amerciaments .shall and may bo recnvercd and received, to the 
only use and behoorof the said Company and their snecessors, vt'itli- 
oiit any account or other matter or thing, to he therefore rendered to 
us, our heirs or successors. 


By-Laws. 


Item, it is ordained, that at the (icncral (\)urt A toininiuceor 
to he held yearly in the month of June, a eommitteeor 
fifteen shall be chosen, whereof five to he a (juorum, in Jinx 
who being thereby authorized and empowered, are re(|iiired to meet 
at least twice in the year, to inspect the by-laws, and to make inijuiry 
into the observance and execution of them, and to consider what 
alterations and additions may he proper to he made, and to reporr 
their opinions from time to time to the (ieneral Court ; and that tin* 
said committee shall be summoned to meet by the secretary for tin* 
time being, on the requisition of any two members thereof. 

That the by-laws shall be read in the first Court when 

of Directors, and first General Court, alter every an- t‘> •*>*'“l* 

niial election. 


That no by-laws shall be ordained, altered, repeal- No hy-laws to 
ed, or suspended without the consent and a])prol)ation with, 

of two General Courts, especially to be called tor that (jener.il 

puqiose; of the first of which (ieneral Courts fourteen Courts, 
days* public notice, at the least, shall by given. 

That if anv Director shall he guiltv of a wilful or 

breach of anv of the bv-laws of this cortmration, to , 

- . • , ‘ Itv ot a Wiltiii 

winch any other special penalty is not anm xed, and i*ath cf tiu* hv- 

shcdl he so adjudged by a General (’oiirt, he shall he iw* u*. 

liable to be removed from bi.s office of Director, and 

shall be incapa!)lc tliereafter of Iiolding any other offiee of hoMin;; any 

or employment under this Company; and if any other 

officer <ir senant of this Company shall fie guilty of a w ilful breaeli of 

any of the by-laws of the corporation, to whiefi any otlier sp(*eijd 

penalty is not annexed, he shall he dismissed from the ser\i< e, and he 

incapable of holding any <»ffiee or employnn*nt under this Companx, 

the (jualilication for w'hich is .subject to the regulati«»n ol‘ the (ii neral 

C’ourt. 
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CAPITAL STOCK. 


Thf. original ainouiit ol* the Coiiipany’s capital stock, under 
the lOtli Win. III. was £2,000,000. In 1708, hy the 0th Anne, 
the CA)inpany were permitted to increase it to £3,200,000. In 
1780, hy the 26th (hu). III., tlic amount was further increased 
hy raising £800,000 at £155 per cent., making a total of 
£1,000,000, whicli in 1789 was increased to £5,000,000, by 
raising another million at £17 f per cent. In 1793 tlie Com- 
pany were j)ennitted, under the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 47, to in- 
crease it to £6,000,000, on condition that, of the sum so raised, 
.such part as was necessary should be applied to reduce the 
bond debt, then «£;1,200,000, to £1,500,000. Hy another act in 
the same year, cap. 52, a guarantee fund wjls provideil for 
to the extent of £12,000,000: by the act of 1813 other pro- 
visions were introduced, wliich will be noticed. 

In 1797, the aifairs of llie Company reipiired the permanent 
advance of a considi'rable sum of money. An act was accord- 
ingly passeil jH'rmilling an addition of £2,000,000 to be made 
to the capital stock, which stock, had it been raised, would have 
iiiaile llie total £8,000,000 ; the guarantee fund provided for 
in llie act 011793 was to be increased to £16,000,000. 

The C'Omjiany did not avail llieniselves of such permission 
to increase the capital slock, Init in 1807 obtained an act 
authorizing them to increase their bond debt from .£3,000,000 
to £5,000,000. At the same time it was provided, in the oven! of 
the Conipaiiy ineroasing their capital under the act of tlu* 37tli 
(h'o. III. cap. 31, the aiiioiint of the increased bond th bi 
was to be iT'dnciHl afti*r (he lyto of £200 for evi ry £100 stock 
raist'd, till lln'liond debt should he reduced to £.3,000,000. — 
Sul)sei]neiit provisions, in the 5 1 si (»eo. III. cap. 61-., taiabled 

the 
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the C oiupany to niibe money, «*ither by the increase of the 
capital stock under the 37fli Cieo. Ill, caj). 
or by increasing their bond debt X2,00(),<MKb so that the whole 
sum raised on Imiid should not exceed .L*7,0(M),(MM). — (/Vf/e 
Debts of the Company.) 

The present amount of the capital stock is TG, 000, 000; the 
dividend on which is lOi per cent. 

Gvarantir I'uml. 

Hy the act of the 53d (ieo. III. cap. l.w, sec. 50, it is pro- 
vided, that when the principal debt of the Ciiinpany in India 
shall have been reiluced to ten millions ( Tltk000,000\ cal- 
culated at 2 a-. the llengal current rupee, S.v. the Madras |)ag(Hla, 
and 2.s\ 3//. the llombay rupee, and tin- I)on(leil debt in dreal 
Hritain reduced to C3,000.(K)0, the snrj)liis proceeds of terri- 
torial revenue and home profits are to be applied in re[)aymenl 
of the capital of public funds created for tiie Company: and 
any furllier .surplus is to bt* paid inli» the K\<*lie(pier, to be a 
guarante(‘ fund, not t*\ceeding T 1 2,000.000, for the ca[>ilal 
>tock and di'iilejids. — (I’iflt Ap|)n>priati(m.) 


L A W S. 


a.’i (icn. 
C. ‘ 17 , 


CapiUll tmuf In' Sij- Millions, 

( 1 ) And whereas, in the [)reM nt circunistances of the * 

’ % j. ’ • I I . I 111 rnMM iii cit 

sail! C niiijmny, it i.s tit anil proper tli:it they slionlil t|„. j 
he t iiipowered to raise a further Mini ot money, hevoi.d iuiii 
wliat tlu-v are anthori/cd hv law to luiM*. for the par- 
posCii to wliicli the same is lu rein.dK r dirreti d to he m tiIm r , lo !..• in 
ap[)lit'd ; audit is txpe<lit*nt that such money should ‘ n.'.nt. n Mali 
he raised hy a further incrca'^e of their capital stoi K : '' 

he it fiirtlier enacted, that it shall and may he lawtui to and for 
tlie said Company, and they ar<* lierehy antliori/ed and c in()ouered, 
hy and with the consent and approhatiou of' the ( omini.^sioiierK 
of his Majesty’s 'freasury for the time heinj:, or any thri'c or more 
of them, or of the liich tieii'»iiri r for the time being, at any time 
or times liereaftcr, to open hook^, and to receive Mihscrijitioiu 
from any person or iiersons, natives or foreigners, Imdie.s politic 
or corjmrate, for enlarging their present capital stock or fund of 
ftvr mUliom to any .sum not exceeding the further sum of one million 
capital stfic'k, su ns in mnhr ihnr lOmlr rnpiia/. sitnk tl'r sum nf sfx 
millions; which said miditional capital stock shall he suhscrihed and 

paid 
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paid for at tlie rale of two hundred pound.^ for every one hundred 
pounds of such stock, or at such other rate as the Court of Directors 
of the said Company, with the consent and approbation of the Com- 
missioners of his Majesty’s 'freasury Ibr the lime being, or any three 
or more of them, or of tlie high- treasurer for the time being, simll 
direct ; which said subscription shall be made, and the money for tlie 
said additional stock shall be paid, in sticli manner and form, and by 
such instalments and proportions, as the said Court of Directors, with 
such consent and approbation as aforesaid, shall appoint ; and the 
(Capital stock so subscribed and paid for shall, from and after the time 
of such payment, he deemed, considered, and taken as and for a part 
of the capital stock (d* the said C.'ompany ; and the said subscribers, 
from and alter the time of making full payment for the said additional 
stock, and tlicir respective e\(M;utors or administrators and assigns, 
shall at all times be deemed and reputed to be Members of the said 
(u)mpany, and incorporated therewith, and shall be inlitled unt*), and 
have, bold, and enjoy all and every the profits, benefits, privileges, 
advantages, and inmumities. aiuMm subject and liable to all atul every 
the regulations, rules, and orders whereto the present stock holder^ 
and Meml)ers of the said ('ompany, in respect of the stock held by 
and belonging to them, are respectively intitled, subject, and liable 
unto, by aiiy act or acts of Ikirlianient, charter, or by-law, or other- 
wise howsoi ver ; aiul tlie said additional stock shall he transforahle 
and assignable, and the proprietois and holders thereof shall hold their 
re>pi’i tive shares of the said adilitional stock, in like manner respec- 
tively as the pr< sent >loekholders oi’ the said C'ompany now do and 
hereafter shall hold and enjoy the respective sums belonging «»r to 
belong to llii*m in the present capital stock of the said Company, and 
the same >liall in all ivspeets he consolidated and united into one 
joint eaj)iial ^to^■k. 
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way hr raised t a F.i^ht Milliafi*. 

riiaini)!!-. -- (g) Whtreas the affairs of the Tnifed C-onipaiiV of 

ihf ( oiniinny. Luglaiul trading to tin* Ka:»t-Indies re- ^ ' 

with of ^ _ i.ai, 

tit. nv.iMi.y, in:i\ tjiiire a jti imaiient advance of a considerable sum of 5 1. 

ailil X -V X K ».' •( M beyond what the said Company can raise under 

thoir r.i'iit.il . * * , • i i i • • 

stock. ' Sul). *1**^’ puwers now vesteil m them by law ; and it is c\pe- 

scriluMs to l»r iii- dirnt tliat sueli money should be raised by an increase of 
lorpoiaion with {,toek ; be it enacted by the King’s most 

excellent Majesty, that it shall and may be lawful to 
and tor the said rniled C\mipany, and they are hereby authorized 
and empowereil, by and with the etmseiit and approbation of the 
CommissicMUTs of liis .Majesty's Treasury for the time being, or any 
three or more of them, or of the higli treasurer for the time being, 
from time to time, and at any •time or times hereafter, to open books 
and rereive subscriptions from any person or persons, natives or fo- 
reigners, 
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reJgncrs, boiiies politic or corporate, lor enlarging tlieir pre.sent capi- 
tal stock or tund of six millions of pounds to any sum or sums not 
exceeding the further sum of two millions capital stock, m that 
their vohole mpUal dock shall nut exceed the sum of dk*8,00l),000 ; 
wliich said additional capital stoi:k shall from time to time be sub> 
scribed and paid for at such rate for every one hundred pounds of such 
stock as the Court of Directors of the said United Company, with 
the consent and approbation of the (Commissioners of his Majesty’s 
Treasury for the time being, or any three or more of theiu, or of the 
high treasurer for the time being, shall direct ; which saidsiibscripti«»iis 
sliall l>e made, and the money ibr the said additional stock shall 
from time to time be paid, in such manner and form, and bv sii(*h 
instalments and proportions, ns the said C.'oiirt of Directors, with 
such consent and approbation us aforesaid, shall appoint; and the 
capital stock so subscribed and paid for, shall, from and afte r the 
time of such payment, be deemed, considered, and taken as and for 
a part of tlic capital stock of the said (!ompany ; and the saiil Mdi- 
scribers, from and ullcr the time of making full payment lor (he said 
additional stock, and their respective executors or ailiiiinistrati»rs and 
assigns, shall at all times be deemed and reputed to he lueinbirs of 
the suitl United (!oiU|)any, and incorporated therewith, anil shall In* 
entitled unto, and have, hold, aiui enjoy all and every the piolitif, 
benefit.s, privilegc>, advantages, and iiiiiminitles, ami bi- >ul)jeet and 
liable to all and every the regulations, nile<. and ordi rs, whi-u to 
the present stockholders and members of the said United Uoinj»an\, 
in respect of the .stock held Iry and belonging to them, art* resperiivel) 
entitled, subject, and liable unto by any act or act> of parliaiiu nt, 
cliarter, or by-law, or otherwise howsoever. 

(3) And be it furtJier enacteil b^ the aulliorit) afore- H'v lit* «I.m 
said, that the said United (’oinnanv shall and inav, * P'‘'j 

* ' , • cm ttjr 

from time to time, make and |)ay the like diviiU ruU to nil llii I i • -.« i)( 
tlie proprietors of the said additional >loc‘k, a.s they 
now' do and hereafter .shall and may make and jiay to the pro|»netoi ^ 
and holders of the present stock of the said United Uuinpain , the 
first of wlileli said dividends shall commence t'rom siu h time sh.ili 


h ^ 


he specified in the propos;ds or terms (<» hi* offered for the >.ml ■'iih- 
scription, by the siiid Court (»f Director>, with such coii>ejif ami 
approbation as aforesaid. 


(4) Provided nevertheless, and be it fiirtluT enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may he 
lawful to and for the said (*ourt of Directors, with 
such consent and approbation ns aforesaid, to give the 
option and preference in subscribing for the said addi- 
tional stock, to such person^ us shall hold the said 
Company’s stock at the lime or tiincs of such subserip- 
tioii as aforesaid, as far as and not exceeding the 
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mude ; suul if amount ol* fifty pounds per eentum on the capital stock 
wliich shall then be held by each stockholder so sub- 
]>lii(i hy oUlcrK. scribing, for all such sums us they shall subscribe, on 
or before a day to be named by the said Court of Dircclors, with 
such consent and approbation as aforesaid ; and in case the subscrip- 
tions made by them on or before sucli day shall exceed the sum 
proposed to he sold at that time, a proportionable deduction shall be 
made from ouch subscription ; and if such subscription shall, on the 
close thereof on such day us aforesaid, fall short of the sum pro|>oscd 
to be sold, the dcficicn(*y sliail be disposed of to other persons, as 
the said Court of Directors, with such consent and a[)probation as 
aforesaid, shall think fit. 


'ihf additional Provided always, and he it further enacted by 

aock, «itli roil- the authority aforesaid, that nothing herein contained 
Miitoliho luji- j| construed to extend, to prevent or 

to Imt* or more restrain the Court of Direc tors of the said Lnited 
prrMtns. (’oinpanv, by aiul with such conseJit and approbation 

as aforesaid, iVoni agreeing with one or more person or persons, bodie s 
politic or corjiorate, for the sale of the whole of the said additional 
capital stock, or for such part or parts thereof as they shall from time 
to time think fit and find it neeessary and proper to sell ; but it shall 
and may be law ful for tlio said ('otirt, with such consent and appro- 
bation as atbroiiid, to eontrait for and agree to sell the whole, or any 
part thereof’, to one or more jiersou or per>ons. 


IliiMipfs lii I f I'urtber iiiaeted by the authority 

si'tlV at'viresaid, that as soon reasona]>Iy may be after the 

lio assi^pitd, *Si'. d^po^it or llr.^t payment >hall be made for (lu* >aid ad- 
ditional stock to be sul)scribed tor, the said C'onipany’s easliier or 
treasurer shall gi^* a reeeipt for the same, ami so from finii* to time as 
futun- payments shall he made; whieh said receipts shall be assign- 
;dile and transferable by indorsement thereon ; and wlu n the last 
p.iMneiit shall be made on the s;iid additional stock to be subseribi il 
for as aforesaid, tlu* bolder of such reeeipt, on delivering up the same, 
sludl lia\i‘ bis or her name entered in proper liooks t j be kept by 
the said I’nitnl t’oin[>any tor that purpose, with an account of tlie 
capital stock belonging to i*;icb proprietor, in like manner as the ae- 
eoiints of’ the present proprietors of India stock are ki'pt. 


, (7) IVovided always, nevertheless, and be it further 

raiilfi’is t<» lu- enacted, that in ease any subscriber or subscribers, 
torifiic-l. after having subscribed, shall fail in making all or any 

tlu* pa\ mi nts agreeii at tlie respeeti\e limes for such payments, then 
and iti ( veiy stu b ease the said rnited C'ompany shall and nM\ take 
in subscriptions for and sell the slock siibserilnxi for by such di - 
faultcr, to any ‘>iher person or persons ; and all deposits and paymeiit> 
made by such defaulter, [)revioiis to such difault, shall be forfeited to 
and become flu* pro|U‘rly of the said rnited (\)mp;my. 
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(8) And be it further enacted by the authority Ciu*rdi«n8 may 
aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful for any subscriu* for in- 
guardian or trustee having the disposition of the ^"*'**’ 
money of any infant, to subscribe and pay for the said additional 
stock, or any part thereof, upon the terms and conditions contained 
in this act; and such infant, upon the payment of such sum or sums 
by such guardian or trustee, shall be entitled unto the stock so sub- 
scribed and paid for on his account, and to all advantages in respect 
thereof, in like manner as any other purchaser or subscriber ; and the 
said guardian or trustee, as to the sum or sums advanced by, him, 
shall be, and is hereby discharged in respect thereof, so as the name ol” 
such infant shall be expressetl in the receipt or receipts for such 
money. • 
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CARNATIC COMMISSIONKRS. 


The country of the Carnatic, from whence the commission 
treated oftn tlie following sketch takes its name, extemis from 
the eightU to the sixteenth degree of north latitude, along the 
coast of. Coromandel westward from the sea ; it has been 
distinguished as the Carnatic below and above the Ghauts. 
It was annexed to the Mogul conquests under Aurungzebe, at 
the close of the seventeenth century, and made a dependency 
or nabobship on the Soiibnh of the Deccan, of which power it 
formed one of the grand divisions. 

With the view of putting an end to the hostilities in which 
we had been engaged wdth the French from time to lime, 
during a ])eriod little short of fifteen years, a negotiation 
between M. Dupleix and ^Fr. Saunders look place at 
Madras, in January 175i. 

The poiiit in dispute was, whether Mahomed Ali should 
be acknowledgeil Nabob of the Carnatic ; his pretensions were 
sup|K)rted by the Kngli>h. and opposed by the French. The 
negotiation Mras broken off, and matters were taken up by 
the governments of the two nations in Europe — Lord Holder- 
ness negotiating for the English, and M. Daveleur on the 
part of the French : the Duke of Newcastle and the French 
ambassador, the Due de Mirepoix, sharing in tlie conference 
and decisions when necessary. The little knowledge posse&sed 
by the parties in Europe us to Indian aBairs rendering it 
utterly impossible for them to adopt any definitive arrange- 
ment, M. Godhciv was sent out to supersede M. Dupleix 
in the govcnimcnt of all the French j^mssessions in Indio, 
and arrived at Pondicherry in August 1754. On the 11th 
October a suspension of arms w’as agreed iqmn ; and, on 
the 2lW December, a provisitmal treaty, which was to be 
confirmed or altered in Europe, was signed at Pondicherry. 
By that treaty Mahomed Ali was left Nabob of the Carnatic. 

K The 


1754. 
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The peace resulting from’ the treaty was but of short 
duration, as the war which broke out between the two 
nations in Europe in 1756 extended itself to India. The 
French ministry meditated a decisive blow in India ; the 
Comte de Lally, n member of one of the Irish families who 
accompanied James II. to France, was ilespatchcd as Com* 
mander- in-chief of all the French forces. The memorable 
contests, in which the Comte de Lally and M. Hussy were Dis- 
posed to Lawrence, Clive, and Coote, followed, and led to the 
final evacuation of the Carnatic by the French in 1761. The 
difterent reception given by the two nations to their respec- 
tive commanders, on their return to their native sliortis, 
presents a strong contrast : La Hourdoiinais (the French naval 
commander) and Lally were thrown into the Ihisiile: the former 
not lil>crated till he had sidlered three years’ iin[)risonniciit ; 
the latter condemned to .^iitfer an unjust and ignominious death, 
being dragginl through the streets of l^iris tt> his execution. 

Dupleix suifered in health and fortune, and his death is 
reportcxl to have been hastened by grird*. 

The English having expended large Sums in maintaining 
the interest of >Ldiomed Ali, looked for some return out 
of the revenues of the country which they hud secured for 
him. 

Treaties were accordingly entered inii> in 1763 and 1765, 
specifying the paynients to be made by the X;d>ol». In 17(i6, 
the Mogul issued a piiiriiiaiind, n*ndering the C'arnatic inde- 
pendent of the Ni/ain, and liestowing it on Mahomed Ali, 
together with the title of Wallah Jah I'nimec^r-id-llind, a title 
which he a^-erwartls invariably used. 

In 1767, llyder (whosi* great grand lather, a native of the 
Punjaiib, entered the Deccan in the character of a fakir) had 
raiscHl himself, by his talents and valour, to the governiiicnt of 
the kingilorn of Mysore, originally one of tlie dependencies of 
the great Hitulu government of Htjariuggiir, nml ultimately 
proved the most formitlable enemy we had to contefid witli in 
India. He bad cilected an alliance with the Niznin, atul having 
planned an attack on the Carnatic, iictually approached witbhi 
A short distance of Madras with five? thotisnnd horse. In 1769, 
baving drawn the English army a considerable way from 

Madras, 
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Madriis» he marched witli great rapidity six thousand horse 
to St. Thoin^, from whence he sent a message to die Governor 
of Fort St. George, requiring that a negotiation should be 
immediately opened. The result wtis a treaty concluded on 
the d^tli April 1769 ; by the second article of which the con- 
tracting parties agreed muttialiy to assist each other in driving 
out their enemies ; and, by ibc fifth article, to restore all the 
forts and jduces whicli might have been taken by either party 
from the other. 

The incursions of Ilyder, ami the continued wars to which 
the CUirnatic had been subjected for a series of years, had 
drained the country of its resources ; its revenues were nearly 
swallowed up in jiaymcnt of exorbitant interest, by the grant 
of luiikas or ussigniiients of land. In 1770, the military defence 
of the country wiis committed to the Knglish. With the view 
of recovering his uflairs, Mahomed Ali, in 1781, iissigned all 
Ills revenues to the Fust-lndia Company, and an arraDgeinent 
w'as entered into with liis Highness hy the Bengal Government, 
when provision was made for a settlement of his debts, aiul a 
plan lor their a<ljudication was subsequently communicated bj" 
the Madras Clovernineiil to the authorities in Europe. 

A Secret Committee of tlie House of Commons had, in the 
same j'eur, been ap]>ointed to incpiire into the causes of the 
war in the Carnatic, and into tlie condition of the British 
possessions in those parts : iliis Coiniiiittee, in their Fourth 
Report, which was presented in February 1782, called the 
attention of the House of Commons to the debts due by the 
Naliob to the Company and to private individuals. 

By tlie 37th section iif the act of 1784, rap. 25, which first 
established the Board of Commissioners, the Court of Direc- 
tors were required to take into consideration the origin and 
justice of the demands of British subjects on the Nabob. 

At the time wlteii this enactment was passed, the private 
debts of the Nabob were divided into three classes; rtr. 

Old Debt, consolidated in 1767 ; — New Debt, coiisolidatc<i 
in 1777; — and, debt commonly called the “Cavalry 
due ibr “ advances made to the Nabob to enable him to pay 

arrears to his cavalry.” 

Independently of these debts, the Naliob was considerabty 
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in arrear to the i^mpany : and he had, by treaty with the 
Beii^l jwTerniiientf en^ liqiiidal^e sucti“ arreaf* an 

annua) .payment of seven lacs of 

ofiei^ to set apart a further sum of five lacs for ilie cTtscTiiirge 
of his debts, making a total of twelve lacs. 

Tlie Court of Directors, in obedience to the directions of 
the Legislature, took into consideration the subject of the 
debts of the Nabob ; and finding themselves unable to come 
to satisfactory conclusions respecting tlic origin and juslice 
of the whole of such demands, they proposed to instruct the 
Government of Madras to institute a full examination into 
them. 


Xhc Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, which 
had recently been instituted, and to whom the proposetl 
instructions were necessarily submitted, took a diflferent view 
of the subject. Directions were siil)stitiited for making up 
the three classes of debts, with iiuercsf, and for discharging 
them out of the liefore-mentionctl fund of twelve lacs of 


pagodas; to be applied— *1st, to the growing interest on the 
cavalry loan : — 2d, to the growing interest on the new debt 
of 177T. The remainder was then to bo equally divided; one- 
half to be applied to the payment of the arrears to the Com- 
pany, and the other half to the growing interest and the dis- 
charge of the principal of the debt of 1767; and afier that 
should be discharged, then such half was to l>e a|iplicd to 
the current interest and principal of tlic cavalry loan. When 
the cavalry loan was discharged, then the Company wore to 
receive towards their arrears the sum of seven lues, instead 
of the moiety of a balance, as stated above; and when the 
Company's debt was liquidated, the whole of the twelve lacs 
was to be applied to the discharge of the new consolidated debt 
of 1777. 

The mode thus prescril>cd by the Board for the settlement 
in the Nabob’s debts, took from the Company for a length of 
time the greater part of the benefit of the seven lacs of pbgo^ 
which the Nabob had agreed to set i^rt in satisfadltioti 
of their demands. 

'ihhe l!k>urt of Directors made a •strong but ineffectual ’ 
ioMiistirace against these early proceedings of the ' 

A > 

wartn 
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A wjMnn jltfMJUi^ion .|h5,8U|ta^^^ pla«» in Hoi|^ 

,«>5 *5 

by Fox on the 28th of Feli)ruary 


The arrangement, as framed by the Board, was despatched 

to Madras, and proiiiiilgated there; in consequence of which, 

and of other directions from home respecting the affairs of 

the Carnatic, the preliminary articles of a treaty were entered 

into between tlic Government of Fort St. George and the 

Naljob; in the second article of which his Highness agreed to 

pay ‘‘ twelve lacs of pagodas per annum, on account of his 

“ debts to the Company and to private creditors, until those 

debts should be di.scharged.” This article was confirmed in 

a treaty concludeil with the Nalwib in 1787. 

• ' an-' 

By Art. 2. of that treaty, provision was made for the grant 

to the Company by the Nabob of an annual sum by w^ay of 
peace subsidy ; ami in case of war, for the aj>propriation, under Article io. 
the Company’s direction, of four-fifths of the revenues of the 
Carnatic to war expenses; the Nabob’s proportion of which 
was fixed at J J parts. The contingency which wras contem- Article ii. 
plateil soon arose, and the Carnatic again became the scene 
of an extensive war with TipjKm. The entire expenses in- 
curred in consequence, after deducting a payment from Tippoo 
at the conclusion of the war, amounted to £3,310,000; of 
which the Nalxib’s share, and which formed a debt to the 
Company, amounted to £1,623,000. 

On the termination of the war in 1792, a new tr^ty was 
formed with the Nal)ob, by which he engaged to allow the 
suni of nine lacs of pagcnlas aiiinially, as peace subsid^^^^but 
the sum applicable to the discharge of his private de{)U was 
fixed by this treaty at only 6,21,105 pagodas annually. 

. Under the arrangements framed in 178i, the old consoli* 
dated 4cbt of .1767, and a part of the cavalry debt^ had been 
dischpged previously tp the breaking out of the war with 
TTip^Ipp, in 1790 ;^ during which the Company,^ ^ stipulated 
by the treaty of 1787, had received and applied tp ww ex- 
pends ,fp^r-j|jfths, ^ Carnatic revenues; Witt that 
pei;|gj^aU paypie;]iU.^^ 
pepded. 

K 3 


The 



134 


CAftNATIC COMMISSrONEKS. 


The state of the debts of the Nabob cmiie again under the 
consideration of the authorities at home in the year 1704; 
when Mr. liundas, then Prcsiilent of the India-Boanl, pro- 
posed a plan for transferring those debts to the Company. 
Tliat plan did not meet with tlie concurrence of the C'oiirt of 
Directors. Much correspondence ensued between I lie Hoard 
and the Court ; in the course of which llie Hoard proposed, 
that instructions should be issued to the (hweriinienl of Fort 
St. George to the following enecl : 

The cavahy loan, it was presumed, liat! been dischargetl by 
the payments under the treaty of 1TS)2 ; and it was calculated 
that if the payments inuler the arrangement of ITS I hail not 
been suspended by the war, that loan wt>uld have been finally 
liquidated in 1790 ; and that, eonsec[iic-ntly, five laes would have 
been applicable from ihat period to the lic[uidatioii of the debt 
of 1777. The payment of interest to the Isolileis of that dcht 
had also ceased <1 tiring the war. 

It was now proposed, jliat as the C’ompany found it neces- 
sary, in order to provide for tin? defence of the country, to 
take possession of tlie Nabob’s territories, and to apply the 
revenues arising from them to the i?xpense of the war, and not 
to the payment of tin? sums which hecaiiu? annually due to the 
creditors, according to the agreement of 1781, the Company 
should be considered as having borrowed the sums which 
ought to have been paid to the creditors from the treaty of 
1792. 

Upon this principle it was proposed to instruct the Madras 
Government to pay to the enrd iiors, eiilicr in casli or by lioiuls 
bearing six per cent, interest, the sums wliicli, but for the sus- 
pension in the payments of tlie cavalry loan, they would have 
received in liquidatieii of the principal of tlieir debt, and also 
the amount of interest which bail been suspended during 
the war. These payments were calculateil at upwards of 
eighteen lacs of pagodas. 

The Court of Directors objected in strong terms (although 
some members dissented from such olijectwm) to these pro{H]^ 
sals, contending lliut, during the war, tin* existing treaties, 
and the interests of the ci^ditors themscives rcxpiircd the 
appropriation of the revenues to llu' war expense.'-; ami, there- 
fore. 
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fore, that Uie creditors, during the war, had no just claiiii on 
the revenues. 

After much correspondence with the Board of Coniinis- 
sioners and with the agents for the creditors, and after rcniuii- 
strance on the part of the Court of Directors, the proposed 
arrangement was accordingly despatched to Madras. The 
despatch also contained instructions for the ])ayineiit of the 
whole of the sum of ])agodits 0,21,105, under the treaty of 
1792, to the creditors of 1777 ; and (hat sucli payment should 
not be suspended, on any account whatever, until the debt 
should be fully li«|uulated. 

It has been before stutcal, that tlie sum which was to be 
paid to the crctlitors under the orders enforced by the Board, 
W'as estimated at upwards of eighteen lacs c»f pagodas. Under 
tlie construction put upon those orders by the Govcriimeiil of 
l*\irt St. (jcorge, the sum due to the creditors appeared to be 
more than twt'iily-lliree lacs, or one million two hundred 
thousand pounds. 

That Ciovernment experiencing considerable difficulty in 
the execution of the orders, referred them to the Ciovernment 
of Bengal in August 1799, by whom it was determined to issue, 
in proportions of twenty-five per cent, annually, notes for the 
amount transferable io Bengal, receivable on the remittance 
for the Indian debt, and providing for the regular payment of 
the intere.st and the discharge of the notes according to the 
priority of date. 

The whole of the^.e proceedings came under the considera- 
tion of tlie Cieiieral C'oiirl of l^roprielors in ^lay 1797, which 
was held on a retpiisition from nine proprietors, when a motion 
was made, ileclariiig tliat, by the act of the lioard of CoiimiLs- 
sioners for the AHairs of India, tlie Company hud lx?en un- 
justly subjected to the loss of £1,200, 009, and proposing the 
ap{>ointmeiu of a CommitU,»e of Proprietors to consider 
** what relief could be obtained for the Company, and wlial 
“ measures ought to be adopted to secure them for the future 

from llibse fatal consequences wdiicli must ensue from an 
“ adlierence to the principles laid tlown by the Bt>ard.’^*^' 

A long debate arose upon tJiis motion, the question on 

K 4 wliich 
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i4^ide4 ^ by ijtie hftUol in ? thn iifgaUvo jplii tbe^ Wth 
Mw>;1797 ; the numbers having been 344 votes for .ihef .ques^ 
tipp» ‘fuid 5^3 votes^gainst it. NotwUhfitaiiciing this cleetsipiiy 
the. Ociieral Court of Proprietors subsequently came to au 
unfuumous resolution approving the proceedings which the 
Court of Directors had adopted, in consequence of the meii- 
sures proposed by tlie Board, declaring that tlie Board, by 
enforcing those measures, had placed the Company, in re- 
spect to the Nabob of the Carnatic, in a situation diilerent 
from tliat which the Legislature had contemplated, and recoin- 
mending the Court t)f Directors to takr the suhjt'ct again into 
consideration, and to adopt such measures :is tliey might think 
likely to relieve the Company, and to protect them against 
tlie alarming responsibility and dxingers to which they would 
be liable according to the principle avowed in tlie orders 
‘‘ enforced by the Board.” 

The Directors accordingly addressed aiioilier remonstrance 
to die Board, but to no purpose, the Boaril l>eing determined 
to adhere to the arrangi^ient which tliey hail framed. Miw 
homed Ali died in October 171)5, aged seventy-eight, and was 
succeeded by Omdut-ul-Omrah, his eldest son. Jn the year 
1796, several creditors of the late Nabob of the Carnatic for 
uncansalukUed debts addressed the Court of Dirt etors, with a 
view to an adjustment of their claims: no provision with re- 
spect to unconsolidated debts having been inuile in the former 
arrangements. ^ 

Much correspondence followed, and a reference was made 
to the Government of Fort St. George, in order that arrange- 
inents might be proposed to the existing Nabob, Omdut-ul- 
Omrali, for the investigation of those ilemands, and fur the 
appropriation of a f^nd to the discharge of such of them as 
might be satisfactorily established. 

’ In July 1801 the Nalxib died, when a total cliuiige took 
place in the slate of the family of Arcot and the territory of 
tlm Carnatic. His successor was Azeem-ul-Dowlah, with whom « 
a treaty was entered into, by which the civil and military 
verpgiqm ^f aH (be tiesrritories and ilependeiicies of thq Caiy 
Ifig^ter with the full and exclusive riglit to the reve|iue% 
were vested in the Company uir ever. 

The 
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tritefy^Mcyded tj^'diat bcicii^n, 

chattel ^ibei!i$clir^1<riiH*ibef 'flbhual^ tbe creditors 

in the re^iMercd debt) tmtil the same should' be liquidated) of 
the sum of pagodas 6,21,105, which, by the treaty of it 92, 
the Nabob had engaged to reserve for that purpose ; but no 
provision was made 'with respect to unconsolidated debts. 

In the year 1804, the payment of the consolidated debts 
was completed. The claimants on account of unconsolidated 
ilcbts had urged their claims upon the attention of the Court 
of Directors and the Hoard of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India. 

The Court of Directors soon after proposed a plan for the 
appropriation of a portion of the revenues of the C'nrnatic to a 
fund for the li<|uiilation of the debts remaining unsettled, and 
for the appointment of Commissioners for the purpose of in- 
vestigating and adjudicating llie several claims. 

After some discussion, tliis plan was, in substance, approved 
by the Hoard and by llie creditors, ^yilh whom a formal agree- 
ment was executed on the lOili of July 1805; the prinicipal 
features of which will now be noticed. 

Hie agreement provides tliat the sum of three lacs and Agrcemciit 
forty thousand star pagodas (should so much be derived from Compiny 
the revenues tif tiu! Crirnatic) shall be appropriated annually 
to the formation of a fund for the pavinenl of all the just debts 
to private creditors of the Nabobs Wallah Jah, Omdut-nK 
Omrah, and Aineer-ul-C)airah, and that the Company shall 
allow an interest of six per cent, per annum on the un^ppiro- 
priated balance of such fund. 

The 0)mpany are not responsible to the creditors for moire 
than such annual payment, nor liable to make good any loss 
in consequence of a deficiency of reventje, excepf snoh defi- 
ciency shall have been occasioned by the fault or n^ligence of 
the Company’s servants. 

By th^ agreement the debts are divided into two classes, 

In the first class are comprized all debts incurred previously ofaebu. 
tp the 12th of February 1785, the day on which the act of the 
iMth Geo. Ill, cap. 25, sec. 97, was pioniulgatcd at Madras; 
also all debts 'bf pay to civil wd military 'servants, and all 

debts 
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under the 

la the second class are oompriced aU debts aot included 
In the class* 

^ The diums are subject to investigation by ComnitssionefS as 
hereinafter mentioned; and when adjudicated, interest upon 
the principal is allowed as folIow^s , viz. 

On claims in the first Class . — From the date when the debt 
was contnicted to the 12tliof February 1785, twelve percent, 
per annum. From the 12tli February 1785 to the 15th May 
1801, six percent, per annum. From the 15th May I80i, four 
per cent, per annum. 

On claitns in the stcoml Class. — I’rom the dati! when the 
debt was contracted to the 15th May 1801, five percent, per 
annum; and from the 15th May 1801, three per cent, per 
annum. 

It is further stipulated that such interest shall lu; paid ludP- 
ycarly; viz. on the 5th January and the 5th July. 'Jliat 
should the fund prove iiiadecpinte to meet the demand on ac- 
count of interest, a pro^)rtionate reduction shall be made, 
aud that, in the event of its being more than udecpiate Ibr 
that purpose, the surplus shall form a Sinking Fund for tlie 
redemption of the principal. 

The surplus of the fund, after payment of charges of imir 
nagement and of interest on the allowed claims, it is agieed 
shall be placed to the credit of the (*ommib.Nioners of the 
Sinking Fund ut M.adras; to (le invi'Sted in ( ompany\ secu- 
ritJeSf and applied at the discretion of the Commissioners 
(subject to the control of the Madras (iovernnuJll aiul of the 
G>urt of Directors), to the liqiiidati4)n of the priucipal. Six 
months’ notice is rcqiiireii liefore any of the principal con Ix! 
paid off; and the payment, if in India, must l>e made in cash 
at Madras, or by bills on the Court at twelve months sight, 
and at eight shillings the pagoda; and if in England, at eight 
shillings tlie pagoda. It is also stipulated, that when any of 
tha principal is to be redeemed, udverttsementM shall lie issued 
inviting proposals for fhe sale of it; and that, if proposals be 
mode for the sale of a larger sum than is required, the lowest 
offers shall have the prefer^c; it being always undcrstocxl 

V that 
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that ^6 €kii«|MW ndtobligai'to aodept aity maewnmAiB 
l^l^idisats/ viThe ^^C they pkasey pay off the 

whole debt at par. ^ 

The Agreement provides that three Commissioners shall be Mode of 
appointed in England to arbitrate and decide on the claims {loTof* 
of the creditors ; aiiU that three Bengal civil servants shall be 
appointed by the goveriinieiit of Bengal to sit at Madras, to 
act as Commissioners and Heierccs under the Commissioners in 
England — those in India not being competent todecide any claim. 

The first C Commissioners in Englaml were named in the 


agreement, and provision was therein made to enable the Court 
of Directors, in conjunction with a inajorily of the creditors, 
to supply vacancitvs; if fourteen days elapse after the com- 
iTiiinicntion to the C’oiirt of a vacancy without its being sup- 
plied, the other CC()nnnissioners may nominate: if they differ 
in opinion, the casting vote to he given by lot. 

It is to l)e observed, that no person interested in any claim 
is qualified to act as a Commissioner. 

The tlommissioncrs take a prescribed oath, and are empow- iWrof 
ered to administer oaths to con)pel tlie attendance of wiv- 

> inissioncrH, 

nesses and the production of papers, and to commit persons 
refusing to be examined. They cannot compel any onfe in 
England to go to India, or tlic revei'se. I'he Commissioners 
in England are required to send coj)ies of any instructions 
which tluy may propose to despatch to India, to the Board of 
Commissioners for tlie Aifaiirs of India, to the Coui’t of Di- 
rectors, and to the aigents for the creditors, fourteen days 
before a final decision is liad upon them. Each of tliose au- 
thorities may transmit observations upon such instructions; 
when the Carnatic Conimissioners may finally decide and for- 
ward tlie instructions through the Court of Directors, who 
are required to direct the Local Government to give every 
proper aid in carrying tlie same into effect. 

The Commissioners in England enjoy the salary of Parlia- Salario»or 
mentary Commissioners, .viz, £1,500 per annum. Those in 
|ndia enjoy salaries us follows : viz. 

First ....Rupees 45,000 

Second ..if 35,000 

Third .! 30,0im 
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In 1824 the same gentlemen were appointed G)mmttaioners 
fur investigating the claims of the creditors on the Rajah of 
Tanjore; and it ms resolved, that, for' the joint duties, they 
should receive an addition of .£300 per annum each, making 
a total of £1,800 per annum; tlie same to be reduced to £1,500, 
whenever one of tlie Commissions slioiildl be closed. — (Vide 
Tanjore Commissioners.) 

There are two Registers of (^hii ms, one at Madras and one 
in England, who are each allowed a salary of £500 per annum. 
The appointment of Registers rests with the ereditors, subject 
to the approbation of the Court of l)irccU>rs, who may dismiss 
them. 

The Commissioners’ expenst s and the e\p 4 *nses «»f inve.sti- 
gallon are chargeable, one-half to the C’ompany aiul one-half 
to the fund. 

It may further he observed, ihal tin* powers of tlie Com- 
missioners, as stated abow, were c onfirmed l>y the Aii of the 
46tli Geo. Ill, cap. 133, and have; been continued from time 
to time by subsc<[uent caiactnients. 

The Commissioners are r<‘<|nirrd annually to lay a siatcrnciit 
l>efore Parliament of the claims d« cicUtl. The utility of the 
commission is abundantly evidenced by the* result i xbihited in 
the Twenty-^first Report of llu', Conunissioiita’s, of the 21st 
February, which i.s as follows : — 


Total aggregate sterling Anioiiiu of | 
‘‘ the Claims j 


£. .f, f/. 

30,2M;,7t>7 11 4J 


“ Aggregate of absolute Adjudications ) 

** III favour of jiariies ^ 

Aggregate of provisional Adjudiea- i 
lions in favour of parties j 


2,W5,r>30 0 
40,000 17 10 


£2,485,680 18 ^ 

** Aggregate of absolute* Adjudications \ 

Offaimti the parties, including the f 

portions disallowed in claims la- £ 27,163,979 2 4^ 

vourably adjudicated 7 ^ ^ 

■I - rii I- i.i _r ' " ■ , 

Carried over £20,049, 610 0 It 

** Balance 
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£2%ei%S\0 0 u 

Bdance of Claims riammoing fur 
Adjodicatipii) when returns, con- 
“ taining. the results of the invcsti- 
, gations by tlie Coiiiinihsioncrs in 
“ India, shall b^g^eceived, but ex- 
“ elusive of a niiinber of small claims 
‘‘ (c^xcceding H,0()U), the subject of | 
tlui proposed arrangenu ills, men- 
tioned in the following para- 
graph 


5r>r,0‘n lo 5 ^ 


£:10,21C,707 11 4* 

“ We had the honour lo state in our last Report, that we had 
“ decided absolutely on all tl Hi cases (with the exception of a 
niimeroiis class of small claims proposed to be comprehended 
“ under iiew arrangements between the East-India Company 
and the creditors) wliich the rt lurns made hv tlie Commis- 
“ sioners in India enahlecl us to adjudicate; and we also stated, 
that we wailed their returns lo our instructions in reference 
‘‘ to the said arrangements then in progress, for relieving us 
‘‘ from tlui necessity of investigating the said class of small 
“ dehts; and wt* further stated, that we had lost no time in 
“ transmitting iitslrneiiims for the investigation of the claims 
of Messicairs C hase and C'ompany, and olhc^rs, whose cases 
were included in the Relief Act (af>lh Geo. III.): it is 
‘‘ again our duly lo stale to this liononrable House, that no 
“ return, in roped to either of tliese subjects, has as yet 
** been received by us from liulia. 

“ We had the honour to report, that wc had tiiot iUiled 
** repeatedly to require returns to our .several insti'uctions, but 
** that we apprehended that the illness of the Second Com- 
missjoner, and his absence at the Cape of C^ood Hope, and 
“ the death of the 'Khird Commissioner at a later period, and 
“ the arrangements for the appointment of their successors 
(which, though wc bdievod them to have lieen complete, had 
** not been announced to us), had occasioned the delay during 
the then past year. We have now to state to this honour- 

“ able 
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** aMc House, that, having waited imiil the ari*ivttl oH the 
^ ships which sailed from Madras in the beginning of the year 
1^24, and liayipg received no desputches from the Com- 
missioners in India, we, on the 20lh August 1824, felt it to 
be our duty toaddre>iS the llight ll4)noiirablc tlio Governor- 
“ General in ('ouneil of HengnI, wlu), liy^ihe fourth clause of 
” the Deed of Agreeinout between the Kasl-Imlia (\anpaiiy 
and the creditors of the late Nabobs of the C'arnalic ami of 
the Aiiieor-ul-Ouirah, daleil the lOtli July ISOo, alone pos- 
sesses control over the said C’oiiiinissioiiers* a*^ such ; re<|uesl- 
ing that he woidd l)e pleasi d to call upon the Coininissiom rs 
to explain the causes which have <o liaig pn vi nh d a com- 
‘‘ pliaiice with our ni]inerou> in^lnu tion^ : amh in tin* evuil 
“ of these explanations not pi tn ing ^atistlu lory ic» lii> Lordship 
in Council, tliat he wouhl adopt muIi measures as might 
seem to his LonUhip (it and [)roper to < jisnre due and 
prompt obetlieticis the pari 4»l* llie ( ’oinniis^ioners in 
India, to the dir«*etions whieh tiny may have already 
received, or may in futiin* re< ( ive friaii ihi> lioard. 

We have further the luMiour to slat»r la this hoiiotiraiile 
House, that, with a view to accelerati* the final close of this 
“ Commission, in the event of the failun* or partial failure (»f 
“ the measures now in operation in India for \^ illidrawing the 
small claims, above a<lvertrd to, from f>ur jiirisdirtioii, we 
have under our considi-ratitm suc:li preliminary steps for 
“ enabling us eventually tf» expedite the ailjudieation «>f llienu 
as can be adopted without eml):lrra'^sing tiu* arrangements in 
“ progress in India. 

Bt.N.rN.MrN Ilor.ifoi sr, 

** 'LfloMAs ('i*4KJM UN\ 

Koman IIakhv Ixoi.is.’* 


I.AWS. 

(1) Die said Coniniissioners,’* as soon as they con- Tin* Cpinim,- 
* veniently can after the passing of this act, and before u> iw? 

they proceed further in the execution of the trusts ’*^^*'*** 

reposc^d 

* The Hotioiirfii>to Kich|r(t Ry(Jt*r, 

IkrijAniin llolihouir, £«|. 

TlKuniM Cockburn, IC^. 



CAIINATIC COMMIS8IONEUS. 


143 


repose^ in tlienii and all future ^minissioners to be named and 
appoinl^d for the purposes aforesaid, as well in England as in India, 
before they respectively shall enter ujmn the execution of the trusts 
to be reposed in them, shall take the oatli li^lowing : (that is to 
say), 

<< 1, A.lh, do swear, that, according to tlic best of my skill and 
knowledge, I will Jaitlifully, impartially, and truly execute the 
“ several jhiwcts mistrusts vested in me by certain articles of agree- 
“ nient, bearing date the 10th day of Jul}', in the year of our Lord 
“ one tliousand eight hundred and five, and made between the United 
Company of Merchants of ICngliind trading to tlie East-Indies, of 
“ the one part, and tlie several persons whose hands and seals are 
“ thereto set and affixed, and who respectively are, or claim to be, 
“ creditors of his iligliness tin? Nabob Wallali dal*, formerly Nabob 
*' of Arcot and oi‘ the (Jarnatic in the East-Iiulics, and then de- 
“ ceased ; and of liis Highness the Nabob Onulut-ul-Omrah, late 
“ Nabob of Areot and t»f the ('arnatie, eldest son and successor of 
his said Highness the Naluib Wallah .lain and then also deceased; 
“ and of his Highness the Aineer-uI-Onirali, the second son of his 
‘‘ said Higlin*‘s.s the Nabob Wallah Jah, and then ai^o deceased, or 
“ of some or one of* (hem, of tlie otlu*r part, according to the true 
** intent and meaning of the said articles of agreement, and of the 
*• parties thereto. — So help me (fod.” 

Which oath shall and may ho administered by any one of the persons 
already appointed, orlureafter to be appointed, a C’onjmissioner, as 
well in England as in India, to any otlier or others of them. 


LAWS. 
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The Coininis- And be it further enacted, that it shall and may 

(Cums and for the s-aid j^ersons already appointed, or 
eisfratcN authu- hereafter to be appointed ('(»mmissioners, as well in 

rimi toadininiv. jp Ipdia. or any two of them, and they are 

kr oatlis tf) par- * i* i . 

tics andwitnis- herel)y autnori/eii ami empowered to examine, I'ira 

svs. vo(7\ or upon written interrtigatories, upon oath or aiiir- 

mation (wdiieh oaf!) and affirmation tliey, or any two or more of them, 

ar(* fiei'eby authorized to administer), all pei'Mms, whether parties or 

witnesses, touching any matter referred to the said Commissioners, 

and tfiat it sfiall and ma\ be lawful to and for the said Commissioners 

alread y apjiointed, or hereafter to be appoint i d, as well in England 

as in India, or any one of tliem, and for all Courts, Judges, oMasters in 

Chancer}', Magistrates, and .lustiees of the Peace, and for all Masters 

Extraordinary in Chancery, and all Commissioners, and persons who 

are or shall he authorised by any CU)urt of Record to take affidavits, 

and all [lersons in the East-Indies duly authorized to administer oaths 

or affirmations, to administer an oath or affirmation to any person or 

persons making any affidavit or deposition in writing touching any 

matter rcfen*cd to the said Commissioners, or relating to the execution 

of the trust reposed in them. 


(3) And 
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(3) And be it further enacted, that in case iuiy per- Persons guilty 
son or persons upon cxoinination upon oath, or, being 
a Quaker or Quakers, upon affirmation, before the said bo punisHrtrAir 
Commissioners already appointed, or hereafter to be * 

a|)poiuted, whether such Commissioners siiall be acting in England or 
in India, or any two of them, or in any such affidavit or deposition so 
to be sworn or affirmed before the said ('omm^sioners or any one of 
them, or before any such Court, Judge, Afaster in Chancery, Magis* 
trate, Justice of the Peace, Master Extraordinary in C’hanccry, Com- 
missioner, or person so authorized to administer an oath or affirmotion 
as hereinbefore is mentioned, shall wilfully and corruptly give false 
evidence, or make any false answer, stafenu'iit, or ileposition, every 
such person so olFendiiig, and being thereof duly convicted, shall be, 
and is hereby declared to be, subject and liable to such pains and 
penalties as by any law now in force persons convicted ol* wilful and 
corrupt perjury are subject and liable to. 

(4*) And lie it further enacted, that it shall and may 'Hh CimtuisIs- 
be lawful to and for the said Commissioners already auibo- 

appointetl. or hereafter to be appointed, whether such 
Commissioners shall In* acting in England or India, or witnesst s, and 
any two of them, if they or any two of them sh.dl 
see fit, either of their own motion, or at the in>tanee 
of the said United C’ompany, or their agent or agents, or any person 
or persons having or claiming any interest to siippo/t or oppose any 
debt or otherwise in any matter reterred to the said (’ommissioncts, 
to issue their precept or precepts, under the hatuls and >eals of any 
two or more of them, summoning any [u rson or persiins whomsoever 
to attend them, or any two of tlietn, to diclare the truth touching any 
matters or things referred to the said (’ommissiomTs, and to bring or 
produce any book, deed, paper, account, or writing, or any books 
deeds, papers, accounts, or writings, relating to any such matters, or 
as shall be necessary for executing the trusts reposed in tfir said Coiii- 
missioners, and all and every sueh person and persons, .so summoned, 
is and arc hereby reejuired and dire( tt d, upon rra.^onabie notice of 
any such precept, punctually to attend t)u- sai<l Cointni.ssioners, nt 
such time and times, place and places, as .^liall he by them, or any 
two of them, appointed. 

(5) Provided alw'ays, and be it enacted, that in or Two-pK lo be 
at the foot of every precept to lie issued for the attend- 

ance of any witness, or the production of any hook, deed, paper^ 
account, or writing, it shall be specified whether the same is issued on 
the proper motion of the Cominissiuners, or at whose instance the 
same is issued. 

(6) And be it further enacted, that if any person AuthmisEinsthe 
or persons shall abscond, or wilfully avoid being sum- 

moned by any such precept, or if any person or per- muh mrumiiig to 
sons sumnioned, upon reasonable notice to appear be- bo eistniifod. 

* fore 
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fore tlij^liaid Commissioners, or any two of them, shall wilfully neglect 
or refuse to appear before the said CommissioncrH, or any two of 
them, or to bring or produce any book, deed, paper, account, or 
writing, relating to any matter referred to the said Commissioners, 
that shall be in his, her, or their possession, custody, or power, and 
whicli he, she, or they shall have been required by such precept to 
produce ; or shall refwse to he sworn, or, being (Quakers, sliall refuse 
to affirm ; or being sworn, or, being Quakers, having aftirrned, shall 
refuse to answer to and heiorc the said Coininis<ioners, or any two ol* 
them, any question on oath or afiiriiiation touching or concerning 
any mutter referred to the said ( omniissioiiers. iheri and in every 
such ca«e it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Commis- 
sioners, or any two of them, and they are licreby autliorized and em- 
powered to nmke and issue their warraiit or warrants, under their 
hands and seals, or under the hands and <c:iU ot‘ any two of thc*in, for 
taking and apjirehending any such pi ison or persons, and committing 
him, her, or them to sneh prison as the said commissioners, or any 
two of tliem, shall think tit; there to remain uirhout bailor main- 
pri/e, until be, Jilu*, or they slnill submit to be snorn and examined, 
touching an<l c<meerning all or iuiy the nuitfers referred to the said 
Commissioner"-, or to make such production atiuv'iaid, as the case 
may be. 


No person in 
(jreat Uriljin or 
Irctanil shall 1,0 
irompclhibk* to 
go to India, nor 
ill Iiulia to KiiL^. 
land. 


(7) FruNidtd also, and he it lurthcr enacted, that no 
person resident or being in the I’nited Kingdom of 
(jival llrilain and Ireland shall he compellable, by 
virtue ot’ this act, to go to or appear before the C'om- 
missioners to act in India, or to go out of the said 
United Kingdom ; and no person resident or being in 


tlie East-Indies sliall be coinpellable, by virtue ot’ this act, to come 


to or appear ht'lbre the Chiminissioners to act in Knglaiul, or to go 
out to tile Kast-lndies 


LAWS. 
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Payment of flu* Provideil always, and he it enacted, that noper- 

vviiik*sses’ costs son or persons whosoever shall he compelled or com- 
aiid cliiirges. pellahle to appear bcl’orc the said (\)mmis5ioners now 
appointed, or hcrealter to be appointed, either in England or in India, 
or to bring or produce to or hetbre them any hooks, deeds, papers, 
accounts, or writing, unless at the time of st rvice of such precept 
for such attendance or produetion, or at a n a^onahle time before tlie 
day appointed for such attendance or production, the probable amount 
of the costs and charges of the person or persons summoncxl, and a 
reasonable compensation for his, her, or tlieir loss of time to be 
occasioned by such attendance or production, shall he tendered to 
him, her, t>r them ; and every person who sliall attend the saiil C\>m- 
missioners, or produce any documents in pursuance ol' any precept, 
shall be entitled to be reimbursed and paid by the person or persons 
at whose instance such precept shall luive been issued his or her 
reasonable costs and charges, and a reasonable coinpeiisaiion fiir hi:> 


L 


or 
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or Iior loss of time ; and in case any such precept shall be issued on 
the proper motion of the said (Commissioners, siicli costs, charges, 
and compensation shall be advanced and paid by the said United 
Company, to be aderwards charged and borne as part of tlie expenses 
incidental to the execution of the trusts rep(»sed in the saitl C.'om- 
inissioners ; and all pe^^on< intitleil to any siuli reimhiirsemenl or 
payment sliall be enlitleil io recover the same by action at law against 
tlie person or persons liable to the payment thereof, or bis. her, or 
their sneeessors, t'x<'eiitors, nv ailministrators, li>gv tlier \i ith full eo.->ts 
of suit: and the said Coinmissieners, as will in l!i)gla!)d as in India, 

^ are hereby aulliorl/ed and reipiired, at tin* ivijiu st ot‘ any person or 
persons entitled to any such iviinbursv inenl or paunent, to settle aiul 
adjust the amount theivoU and to make an order, to he signed hy the 
said ('ommissioner-'. or any two of them, lixing a lime ami j»laee for 
the [)erson (»r persons liable* to the p.iyinent thereof to |)ay and dis; 
charge the same ; and in sueh ease the peistm or pi'r.'ons entitled 
thereto, or his. her, or their i xeeutors or admini-^tralors, shall be at 
liberfv to maketlieir eleetion to aeei pt tlu rioV. m- to proeeed gem rally 
i’or the ree<»\erv ot tiu ir nasonahle eo^ts and ebargi's, and a ria.M>nahIe 
eompensatiun for their h»N^ of time; and in c.i^e of the t leetioii hy 
any [ktsou or pei.*>onN l«> accept ol the sum or ^iims ^.o to be ordereil 
to be paid, if the person or pei'Oe.s liahU* In the payment theiiiM 
shall make detauir in such paune*nt, puruiaiit to ^ueh tniier, then 
the person <U' per'Oiis eiitirled thereto ^h.dl ri ioxer lie* -pe eilic sum or 
sums so ordered to he piiiek together with «lou!>!c* eost>» of suit. 

(0) Provided .d^o, anel he if furtin r inae ttd, that I i.*- ( .lu.iiir 
the C'onmiissioiie 1 > ae ting from time to time in I'egl.Uid * ‘•'••“'Iomi is 

, • . . • } IV .t 

under or by virtue of the* 'aid .utii le*' ol‘ agri e me nf , ' ot‘ ih,* 

shall, within tweiitv-one fla\' alter the eniimu nee iiu nt *l “'i»' j.ot.io*! 
ol'the iu*\r ami eve ry suh-etjiie iil '•e^iou of I^arliament, I.Viwo- 

present to both ffoU'es of' Parli.imc ut a list of all tin l'.iili,.nu nf. .nil 
claims which |i,r\t heen or shall be nrefernd t»» fbem. 

• j'lf eiiiiJum i!u* 

or to the- (’onmu ''iofu f' in Indi a, from time* to firm*, ;,roi s ^ .a’ rm t - 
and also a li't ol sin li e hums from lime to tune shall ”’• 
have* been (h ride <i o|miii, eithir jine, isiouali v' or ahsolufelv, by the* 
said ( ommi.'sioui r-, wifh flu- grounds o} tin ir det i'iou thereon: pro- 
viiled iilv\a\s, that tlii* .u t .-!i *11 i;i e. i vv,i\s he f oii'hin d to i \l« ml to 
r/itify or eoutirm the s.ml articles ot agree am ail, i»r to nnke- the ‘.aine, 
nrany matter or thing the rein i ontaimd, awiilahle, further or eitlu-r- 
wiso than the .same woide! h.eve hei n hirarling, etier trial, and available' 
in ease this act ha<l not him p:.'si il. 

(10) And he it turtiier e na< te li, that it any action or l iriiiiatioiHtf 
suit shall he hro'ight agaifist .invp. rson or persons for 
any thing drane iri pursuanre of ,*iuy of tin* jirovisions bereinbi fore 
contained, sueli action or 'uil sliaii be cotiiincncid witirinsix calendar 
niontli.s next after the hief rominitted, and not afterwards, and shall 
be laid in the county op ph.ee where lliecauM ol Cfaupkimt did arise. 

and 
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and not elsewhere ; and tlic defendant or defendants in every siidi 
action or .suit may plead the general issue, and give this act and the 
special matters in evidence at any trial to he had thereupon ; arid if 
the plaintiff* or jdaintifFs in any such action or suit shall discontinue 
or become nonsuit, or judgment .shall he given again.st him, her, or 
them therein, the defendant or defendants .shall have his, Jier, or their 
costs, with the like remedy or recovery thereof as in cases where by 
law costs are given to dereiidants. 
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The connexion of tlie East-Iiuliii C'oinpany with China is 
purely of a coinniorcial natures and ha.s cxi'.ted for a long 
series of years. The earlie.st attempt on the part of the Com- 
pany’s servants to open an intercourse with that ci>iintry was 
made in 1611, through tlie agency t»f some <*miiient Cliinest* 
merchants associateil with houses at Japan. The conduct of 
the Dutch in Cliina liad created such an odium in the minds 
of the natives towards Eun>peans, that tin? sclicmc proved 
wholly unsuccessful. 'Hie residt which atliuuled the endeavour 
to obtain permissiem from the Kmperor for the reM»rt nl‘ Ih iti^h 
subjects, througli letters from King Janu s. u;is e<pia!ly unfor- 
tunate. 

In 1637 some of the C*ompanv’s ships aiu liorc d off Macao, 
a rocky island at the entrance of llu* Canton river, on ^^hich 
the Portuguese liad been allowed, in the year I .>20, to establish 
themselves, on ('onditioii of their expelling the robbers w1m» tlieii 
inhabited it. 'I he English expt‘Cle*l to rec«a\e every a>si-.tance 
and encouragement hut werti clisappoinit'd, ami arct>rdingly pro- 
ceeded up the river towanls C’anton, l*) open at onct' a direct 
trade with the Chiiu'se. Through the duplicity «»f the natives 
they were obliged to abandon t!u‘ prtjjec t, and were mon.over 
declared to be enemies ot’ the CeU stial Einj)iri*. It was not until 
1683 that any further encleavours were ni.ido to prosecute the 
trade. In that year two of the Company’s ships arrived <»fr Ma- 
cao; and in 1701 three more ships were despatched for C iuiton, 
at which port permission had bei n granted to Hrilish siihjta ts to 
carry on commercial traffic. The intercourse hits .subsisted 
since that time; and the trach- with C’hiniihas, fora long period, 
formed an important part of the ( ‘ompany’s exclusive privileges. 
It lias been carrical 4)ii upon principh^s cfuulucivt* in an emi- 
nent degree to the inii^rests of the (’oinpany, and to those of 
the Briti.sli empire, in its reveruic, in the employment of its 
j«hipping, and in a steady and contiiiurd (h runnil for its manu- 
facture's. 
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factures. It is ncvertlieless a fact, that the Company have no 
footing whatever in China coining under the denoinination of 
permanent. Their intercourse w'ith the mercliants of that ex- 
tensive empire is very limited, being exclusively confined to 
a small factory in the vicinity of Canton, occupied by the 
suflerance of the court of Pekin, under strict regulations, 
specifying the parties with whom and the manner in which the 
trade is to be conducted. 'J'he factory is merely tlie place of 
<K*casional residence, wliich the members quit at the close of 
the season. The Chinese inerehants with whom the Com- 
pany’s agents transact business are termed Hong rnerclianls, 
exjiressly licensed by the C'hinese government to have 
dealings with them. 'I'he tlesignation t>f the official agents of 
the Company is that of Supra-cargoes : they are united in 
one commission, and the four senior generally are lerincd 
the prcsidi'iit and select <H>mmitlee, who are assisted in trans- 
acting the l)uslness of the factory ])y the remainder, and by 
writers; the whole being niiclcr special covt nants ff)r tlie 
performance of the duties eommitted to them res])e ctively. 
'^I'lie 4)1’ tlif season being finished, and the shi]>s laden 

and despatched on tlu ir return to Mngland, the Supra-cargoes 
retire from the factory to the inland of Macao, where they 
eoiitiiuie till lh<’ opening t»f the ensuing M'ason, the com- 
mencement aiul dost; of which are not ilivtinelly defined, being 
afi’ecleil by various con! ingencies, but its close may be fixed 
about the iiu)iilh of April, 'rhe coins made use of are a tale, 
iiiai-e, eandarine, and cash. '^Flie tab' is reckoned at (J.^. 8</., 
and it is ilivided ini4) 10 mace. It)0 eandarines, or 1,000 
cash. Teas, silks, and nankeens, are the immediate object of 
the Company’s trade. 

The exclusive' right of trading to India and China was 
granted to the Company in pursuance of the act of 9 and 10 
Win. Ill, cap. 1 1, and has been coiiliiiued, so far as respects the 
trade to Ciiina, to theyi'ar 18:H. In 1793, wlieii llic renewal of 
the Company’s exclusive ]>rivileges was under discussion, it was 
agrotnl, in aeeordance with a ]>roposilion from !Mr. Diindas, 
that if, in cronscquence. of the embassy lo Pekin, then in }>ro- 
gress under Lord Macartney, any cession of territoiy should 
be obtained, distinct tiiid separate from the continent of China, 

h 3 and 
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and 'ivholly free from any jurisdiction or anlhorify of flu* 
Chinese Government, imlividiials should be ])erinilleil, iiiuler 
certain regulations anil restrictions, to export Hritish and Irish 
nierehandize in llu? Company’s ships at a moderate rate of 
freight, the same being consignetl to the Coin|>any’s snpra- 
cargoes, or such other persons as the Company, with the appro- 
bation of the lloaril of Commissioners for the Alfairs of India, 
should license to re'^iile for that purpose only ; and that such per- 
sons should be restrained from any ci>nnexioii or intercourse 
with the continent of C hina, and fr >111 any iradi! or concern 
whatever, save and except tlie salt* of thi» manufactnri's before- 
mentioned, also from any i:ilerfi‘ri‘n(*e ivilh the alfairs oi’ the 
C'ompany, and be subject to tin* usual covenants entered inttt 
by the servants of tin* C'ompany, they j)ayiiig the prodiue into 
the Company’s treasury for hills al the existing rate of ex- 
change ill the time. No person was to be perm it till Iti resiik* 
in any place or (>Iaces ceiled, nor f<» traih* or commniiicale 
with any port or phiee in C liimi, who was not ii m rvant i»f the 
Company. A claiiM; to tliat eilect was ii>erted in the d3d Ch i). 
HI, cap. o'i, >ec. T(). 

13y the 13;hl '^eetion of the same act, and the HMfh siction of 
the 5:)d Cieo. Ill, Ciip. loo, the snpni-cargoes have tin* pout r ol‘ 
sentling unlii\n''e<l persons to Knghind. — J itlt I>riii-sli Su!)- 
jects, page 111, see. 18.) 

In the act of ISl.'b ;i danse wa> inserieil for seeuring the 
exclusive lr;i(le v. ifh ( hiiui to the ( ompany. 'I'lu* -ee- 

tion of the act Ith (ho. I\', cap. 80, whicli consolidates the 
several laws as to the trade within thi* limits of ihi* (Com- 
pany’s chai’tt r, expre'^-^ly le'-erves the trade with ( hiiia iiiid 
in tea to the (/om[)any: .nnd the* Dtli section of the same act 
<h‘chire.s that none, of his Miijest\’s subjects, unle'-.s licenced 
liy tile ('ompany, eati tradi; or Irallic with the dominions of 
the Kmperor of China, or impoi l nr export IVom or to any 
ports or places within or witliont the limits of t!ie (‘ompan\’s 
charter tea, or in any inmiiier to trade: or traftic in tea. 
It is likewise provided hy the* Irtiith seeli(*fi «»f f)ie JWd (ho. 
Ill, <*ap. that none of hi-. Majesty’s sidiji < hi kmging to 

(ireaf Ihitain, 01 any ol llie* isla’nd , eolmile^, ta* plantation^ 
recilf d ill tliat act, :>liall procure, solicit loj, 01 obtain, or ail 

lIlKlf'i 
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iiiidcr any commission, antliorily, or pass liom any ldrcii(ii 
priiK*<‘, stale, or pnhailate whatever, to sail, go, or trade in or 
to the parts aforesaid in India or China. 

The Kiiglisli, when they first adventured in the China 
trade, presented themselves to the notice ot the Cliinese ne- 
cessarily under the doiihle disadvantage of heiiig fonrigners 
and merchants: nevertheless, since they have hren invtsUil 
willi the character of rej^ri'Nentanves and servants of a great 
(’oinpany, enjoying the dechued :ind imniiaHate prf)lection of 
the sovereign of their natii>n, tiuy have siiccr-iiled In; sure, 
though gradual advanci.s, in raising tin; Jhilidi trad*- to a pitch 
j)ros|)i'rily, and ^henlSLlve^ perM)nally to a degree oi’ ri- 
spectal)ilil V in liie e'^limatioii of the Chim se, uhich llie ino-t 
sanguine expectations, under a due know ledge <jf the circnin- 
slaiices of tile case, \Mmld hardly have aniicipaleil ; securing 
at the same lime to the revenue of (Ire at Hritain, an an- 
imal sum I xceeeling Xih.500,()00, without any charge of eol- 
Icclioii. 


I. A \V S. 


1 !\( 

iM.if W'fll (’lii- 
ii I. .Mi'l ti.i In 
1' .1 ; .'tr.i' 

• . . .-I' r.i;!- ■ 

rirf iMif ri ;i i 
Ii\ iH II 

f'» :»M, I i-n- 

Ill'M. 'I il'.lill.g 
I'tirtlu-r ti I iM. 


t' 'irtulc fn ('hi fid in the Co UjuUi^, 

(1) And he it iurtlier t nac ted. that tlu' solo nr.d 
(•\cliisl\e right < t‘ Ir.elir.g, tr.dlickipg, anil udag the 
husine.es oi' nu i( I'.indi/e ia. to and lioin the domiiiinps 
i'\ the iviiijiciMr nt' ('hin.i. anil the ^\lude. Mile, and 
exclii^iM' right at’ trailing and tratiicking in tea, in. to 
and troin all i.>lands, port^. Iiavens, coasf>, cities, towns, 
and places between the Cdipe oi’ (iood Hope and the 
Streights e{' .Magellan, in sueli n;. inner as th.e same 
lights now are or I.iwtiilly may he cxereised nr enjoycil h} tlic s;iid 
I ’nlled (’ninpany by virl!ie nl' any act or eliarli r now in I'orce, hut 
not rnrilier or otlieruise; and all and singnl.ir the profits, benefits, 
advantages, privih'gvs, f’ranehi.'.i s, abilities, eapaeilies, jxiwers, aiitbo- 
rities, rights, riMnedies, inelhoiis of suit, penalties, fbrteilurcs, 
ilisabilities, pro\isions. matters and things whatsoever, granted to 
or visted in the said (’oinpany by the said arts of the tliirty-tliiril 
year of his ])resent Majesty, or either of llu in, for and during the 
term llmitid Iiy the said aet of the Parliament of (owit Ibitain, and 
all other tin? enaetments, provisions, matters mid things eontained in 
file said aets of the thiity-tlnrd year of his pusenl Majesty, or in any 
other act or acts whatsoever, wliich are limited, nr may he emistmed 
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to be limited, to contiiuic for and during the term granted (u the said 
C'ompany by the said aet t)!' the Parliament of Ikitain of the 

thirty-third year of his present Majesty, so far as the same or any of 
them are in foree, and not repealed by or repugnant to this act, shall 
continue and l)e in force during the fnrllier term liereby granted to 
the saitl (.'onipany, siibjeet t«> such alterations therein as may be 
made by any of the eiuietrnents, provisions, matters, and things in this 
aet eor\taineil. 


K ist t ii ii.iC txii- 
’s < ii.it ft r. 


{'2) Aiul he it furtlu i enacted, that it sliall be lawful Tia»lt nu»y !>c 
for any of his Majt ^ty’-; siihjtets, in Nhlp> ov vi ^st ls yirrinl m in I»n- 
registered and navigated according to law, to carry on .^n j,i t tt * pi 
trade and traffic in any goods, wares, or mcrclumdi/i*, Chiii i, wirhin 
except tea, as well ilirectly as circuitously, between 
all ports and places belonging lither to his* Miije>iy, 
or to any prince, state, or country at amity with his Majesty, and all 
ports and plai’es whatsoever sitnati* within the limits ot* the charter 
of the C’*nnpanv, except tiu* ilominioiss ot‘ the I'mpi ror of (’hina; 
and also troni port to p(»rt and from place to place w ifhin the ^aIne 
limits, exii'pt the said <lominit»ns ot' the limpcror of ( hitia, iirider 
such rules and rc'jtrictiofis as are IuTi*in-alter mentioned ; any thitig 
in any act aits tu* Parlianuiif, or in an\ charter (»t’ the iaiil 
Compan;,, to the conlrarv m)tw ith^landlrg. - , I'nlr Trade.) 


1 • : i l'> iL t f'LsirrIj xi >: 'i Hi ' 

Provided uKo, and he it furthcT matted, ih.if Ati ii;f f*> jK.r. 
nothing herein coiUainc'd ^liall aiilhnri/j* af.\ ol hi> 

Majesty’s subjects, oilur than the .<aitl Ctimpany, ttr ^ 
jierson.s projx riy licen^('d by them, to l airy on tradi' or traffic wiili the 
dominitjns of the ianperor of C hina, or to export or imporl fiuin itr to 
anyj)orts or [dac'es Afthm nr witlaiiit the* limits ot' the- .s.»al ( ‘omj>any’h 
charter, any tea, or in .my maniur to trade ot t/.iflic in tea. 


S'thn' t'* fi'tf I’f J fii’ir under t 

(I) .Vml bo it I’uillier macted, that no person being ;i subjta t of 
his .^^aje'ty, hi. lairs or succe*o»is tif or belonging to (irial Pritain, 
or aiiy ot tlnr i>Iajai-, colonn s, or plantations albicsaid, shall pr<»(;nre, 
solicit for, obtain, or ca t mider any c ommi'.ston, authority , or pas# 
from any foreign princ«-, state, or j>otcntate w |j.itsot\i r, to s.iil, go, or 
trade iti or to tin said Kast-Indies, or any of the parts afbre-a'd ; and 
every such pcrscM* who sfiall otieiid therein shall incur and forfeit for 
evtTy offence fi\e fnindred pounds, one half part of which penalty 
shall belong to >iich person or persons as shall inform or sue for the 
same, and the otiicr halt to the said L’nitcd ( ompany, and if the said 
P'nited Company shall inform or sue for I lie same, tin ii the whole uf 
tin ^aid penalty •'hall belong to the said Company. 
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Tiik riglit of coining money is veslctl in tlie Sovereign : it 
lias ever been claimed and allowed as a prerogative of the 
executive, power, lllackstone observes, that, as money is the 
medium of commerce, it is the King's pren>gative, as the ar- 
biter of domestic commerce, to give it authority or make it 
current. The exercise of this power in India was granted to 
the Company by letters patent from King Cliarles II., bearing 
date the oth October l()T7, in the 28th year of his reign; 
ami was ctmlirmed to tlie Comjiany by letters patent from 
King James If., bearing date the 12th Ajiril IGHO, in the 
second year of his reign. 

'riie laws pas.sed from time to time in Kngland, to prevent 
and punish the eounlerfeiling the coin of the realm, are very 
severe, and evince the extreme jealousy with which the preser- 
vation of the lawful money has been guarded. With regard 
to the mate rials of wbieli money is to be made, Sir Edward 
(’oke (wlio dii‘d in IbJl) lays it down that the money of 
Kngland must be either gold tir silver. At tlie lime he wrote 
no other metals had heiai coined by ar.tborily of the monarch; 
but eojiper coins were issued by C’harles II. to be current 
under certain liinilalions, and similar limitations were, by the 
Mth C»eo. III. cap. 12, p:issed as to silver coins. 

In CiKDAT Ukitain the accounts are kept in pounds, shillings, 
pence and farlliings. 

A (loi.i) C’oi\A(;i: was first introduced in the year 1267, by the 
41st of Henry III., when the King made a penny of the finest 
gold, which was to pass current for twenty jKaiee. 

In 1189, a new money of gold w'as issued. The coin was to llm. 
be of lineness and standard of the gold monies of the realm, to 
he of the value of twenty shillings sterling, and to he called 
the SovKni:i(;N. 

In 1683, the twenty .shilling pieces which were then coined 

obtained 
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obtained the name of Guinkas, from the {^old of which tli(*y 
were made being brought from the coast of Guinea. In 

1695, the price of guineas having risen to lliirty sliil- 
lings, a motion was made in the House of Gommons oji 
the 2 1st Januarv, to take the matter into consideration ; 
but the motion was negatived. A petition was at the same 
time presented to the House from sundry eminent mer- 
chants, stating, that on account of the hadne.ss oi* tlu* silvi r 
coin, gold had risen forty per ci’iit. in value above the. pro- 
portion of gold to silver in any other ])art of Kuroja*. The 
House of Commons accordingly resolved, on the loth IVbiai- 
ary, that no guinea should pas.s ..t above tlu* rati* of twent\- 
cight shillings, and on the 2Sih, al)ov<‘ twi aty-si\ shilling.; 
and an act was pa.sseil, declaring, that alter the ‘ioth Mareh 
no person should receive any guinea at a greater or higlier 
rate than twenty-six shillings lor every guinea, and so on in 
proportion for half-guineas, douhle-giiineas and fi\e-guiiiea 
])ieccs. It was snhsecpiently enacted, that after tlie. lOlh April 

1696, the guinea should only pass fni* twenty-luo shillings. 
At the same time measure.'^ were taken for putting a ‘.top ti»tlu 
currency of diminished coin, and i‘i>r :i nev. .siKci- coinage, 
which wa.s not coiiijih tnl until i(>!)9. 

On the 2!2d Se})teml)er a report was gi\en in lo the 

IIoiiNU of C’ommon.s, stating, that the curia ncy of the guinea 
at twenty-two shillings was too high, ami oee.i^iom d a dis- 
proportionate importation of gohl and an expoi tatiiiii ol’silvi r. 
'riie house aceoitlingly rtsoivnl, that, und< r the a< l of 
alreaily adverted to, no piavoii v,.i> 4)!>lijMl to lakr guimas at 
twenty-two .^hilling". 'J he jiriee guiiu-as imimdiah ly fi ll to 
iwenty-o/ie sliiilings and si\pt.iie<*, at whieh ratr liny were 
receivid hy llK^ olJicers of llie. revenm . 

In 1717, in cim.Mcpieneo of an aihlrijss of tin* House of 
Cuinimms to liis Majosly, King (iia;)’ge I, a |)nM. lama! ion was 
issued on the Deemnbia*, staling, that the \ahie o|* gold 
coinage with that of silver was greater in proportion in 
England than in the neighhouring nations; whieh over-vidtiing 
bad been flu* great cau.se of carrying out and le.ssi ning the 
specie of llie siivtr coins. It was accordinglv orilained, tbat 
no person w baL^iK ver sbould utter or receive any ol' the pieces 

ni' 
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of « 5 old coin of England, C()mmoiily cidled guineas, which the 
Miiit coined at twenty-one shillings, hut which Inul Vjceii 
current at twenty-one shillings and sixj)ence, at any greater or 
liigher rate of value than twenty-one sliillings, at which the 
guinea lias since remained. 

Sevkn Sjiiij.inc; Pieces. — i)i\ the 29th of Novcniher 1797, 
a proclanialion was issued for giving currency to a m,*w species 
of coin, ol* the value of seven shillings, to he called .seven- 
shilling piece.s. 

Sovr.fiKKiNS. — On the i.st .July 1817, a proclamation was 
i.ssut‘d giving currency to certain pieces of gold monie s, to he 
called sovereigns, nv t wxiity-shilling pieces. It has already 
heeii remarked, that a gold coin of the *-ame deiiominalioii 
and value was issued in 1 IS9. 

Ii.\Lr-Sc)vi:ui:f(;xs, or ten shilling jiieces, were i.ssucd hy 
proclamation on the 10th Ocloher follow ing. 

SiJ.vEir f 'ofN A(;i: is of vt ry ancient dale. I he coin denominat- 
ed Sjiiii.iNos was ilr>t coincal in the veai* 1501, in llie reign of 
Henry \ 1 1. ; Chniw ns, llALr-C'aowNs.and Si xiniNcr.s, in l.^jl, in 
the reign ol* Edward VI. In cutler to discourage the silver coin- 
age of the kingdom and to furni.'^li the Mint with a &u]>ply of 
hnllion, an act was parsed in 1090, Wjlliam and Mary, hy 
which all }>i*r.sons hringing wrought plate to the Mint to he 
coinecU Were to received sixjience jier ounce, as a reward: 
and to previ iu the* wa.Nie of silver in wi-oughl ])lale, it was fur- 
ther enacted, that, alter the; llh ^lay 1090, no person keeping 
any tavc'rii, alc‘-house, or victualling-house, or selling wine or 
ah*, ixc., hy retail, sliould pidilicly u.sc* or expose to he use’d 
in the; house* any wrought or manufaelured plate wlialsoever, 
or any utensil or vessel thereof, except spoons, under penalty 
of the* forfeituiv of the same, or the full value thereof. 'I'lii-s 
ae*t was not re*pealed until the* year 1709. 

In 1099, the* great reeoinnge of silver luoiU'V was com- 
plected ; it had occiipieil above* thive; ve'ars, and amounted to 
. 1 * 05882 , 908 . I9.V. 7c/. I‘\>r the* givater e'.\pe*dition iii that coin- 

age*, aiul for the* more ready dispersion of the mone'V when 
eoini el over the* kingdoiii, mints were estahlislu'd at Hrisloh 
C*lie*sier, Exeter, Norwich, and York. 'riii*>e provincial mints 
coined Xl, 79 1,787 of the aliove sum. 'riie want of a cir- 
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dilating medium, occasioned by tlie withdrawing of the 
diminished coins, was for a time severely fell, and various 
methods were .suggested to supply it. It was at last eflected by 
the issue of Exchequer I Jills as low as £10 and £5, in the 
year 1(590, at an interest of £T. 12.v. per annum, 'riiis ap- 
pears to have been the first issue of Exchequer Bills. 

Notwithstanding this large amount of silver coinage, it be- 
came necessary in the 7lh year of the reign of Queen Aiuie, 
1708, to give further eiicourageiiienl to the coinage of silver 
money, by oflering a premium upon every ounce of foreign 
coin brought to the Mint. 

In 1717, not more than eighteen years after the recoinage, 
Sir Isaac Newton obser\\*tl in h\i> Beport, if iiiom y slumld 
‘‘ become a little scarcer, people uonlil in a little tiim; refuse 0) 
make payments in silver without a j^ri inium.” 

In 1771, ail act was pas^i^il prohibiting the importation of 
foreign and debased coin, and it was at the same tiim* enacted, 
that no tender in the jiayinent i>f money in tlu^ silver coin of 
the realm of any sum exceeding £2.*), at any one lime, shouUl 
be allowed as a legal tender within (treat Britain tn* Ireland, 
for more than according to its value by weight, after the ralt; 
of five shillings and twopence f(»r each ounce of silver. 

In March 1797, the deficiency of silver coin was jilli inftled 
to be supplied by the is.sue of Spanish dollars, counlermarked 
upon llie neck of the bust with the mark of the King^s head 
used at Goldsmitlf.s Hall for distinguishing llie plate of (ireat 
Britain, 'fhe Chizefle of the 2(>th September contaimal u 
notice from the Speaker the Ibuise ol (.'ommons, that the 
Governor atid l)eputy-(j»overnor (d the Bank of ICiiglamI had 
notified to him on the 2.'J(I of that month, that tin* Hank meant 
to issue gold coin to tl»e amount (d* the dollars tiu ri in eircii- 
latioN, which had been stamped in the 'rower. 

subject of the silver curn*ncy of ih(^ kingdom was 
I>rouglit before the House <»f Commons on the Md May IHlfi, 
by a petition presented tlinuigli Mr. (ireiifell, from certain 
traders, praying for a new silver coinage. It was staled that 
the subject was then umlcr the <*onsiderati(»n of his Majesty’s 
ministers. On the 2Hih, a message fVom the Prince Ilegent 
was delivered to iKitli Houses of i’arliauicnl, intimating tlt.'il 
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tlirectioiiM had beeji "iveii for providing :t now and extonsive 
issue of silver coins, and lhal he relied on Parliament enabling 
him to carry such directions into eflTcct. In tlie Lords, in a 
committee of the whole House, on the 3d May, the Earl of 
Liverpool proposed an address in answer, and stated the gene- 
ral outline of the measures wliich OovernmonL liad in con- 
templation. His Lordship remarked, that they were to con- 
sider first, what was the presc!nt actual price of silver ; secondly, 
what it was likely to lu* ; thirdly, at what price it should he 
taken in the new coinage, 'riur present price was 5.9. lirf. per 
oz. ; at the rate calculated upon in 177.3, of sixty-two shillings 
for the pound of silver, the price would be 5.s*. 2//., so that it 
was now below the ^linl j)rice, and t}K‘refore might he coined 
on the <ild principle: l)iil as the market price iniglu rise, it 
would be proper to prevent thti melting down the coin hy ren- 
dering it an operation of no jirofit, whicli would be eflected !)y 
fixing upon tlui coin a small si*ignorage, or raising its value 
above b!illit>n. 'I'bis seeuritv would be- obtaiiucl bv raising its 
coined value to .>.v. IW. ; in which case the difi’erence between 
the Mint price of sixty-two shillings for the ]>oinul, and sixly- 
eiglit or seventy sliilliiigs, would pay for the recoinage. 

His I -ordsbip then advertetl to the most inij>ortant }>arl of 
the. measure, which was the arrangements to be adopted in 
calling in the ileleriorated silver coin, and substituting the 
now. Tlie pn)cess sliiniUl b<' simulfaneous, for if the base silver 
should bt* suflered to circulate with tlie good, the latter would 
disappear, since the temptation of nulling it down to be con- 
verted into the eonnterfeil would be irresistible. He considered 
that £2,500,000 <>f new coinage would be sufficient to supply 
the place of the shillings and sixpences called in or driven from 
circulation, which, from the improved machinerj’ of llio !Mint, 
might be prepared in six or seven months. All silver of the 
old coin which could be considered as legal, bv having the 
proper marks, slu>nld he receiveil when called in at its current 
value: iner<‘. counterfeits at their value, as determined liy 
weiglit and fineness. Similar steps were taken in the House 
of Commons, aiul on the SSth January IS17 a proclamation 
was issued, notifying that on the 3d February, and to the 17ili, 
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the okl coin would be received at, and ilie new coin issued from, 
his Majesty’s Mint. 

The following is the full weiglit of the ^old and silver 
coins : — 

Old 

Gold. 

(olilua r> 

Half-guinea 2 

Sevon-shilliiig-piece I 

SUvrt. 

di--, 



I *->‘> I 1. 

■ ‘ .'I 



9 

N i:\v (\)is M.i . 

( I' ’A/ 

Sovdxii^ri 

1 LiH-M>\erei;^n 

Doiihle-xjvereign 

I’ivc-sovereign-pic'ce 

Sdi'i r. 

Shilling 

Sixpence 

Crown 

fliilt-crown 

(Jolil coins are alli>we<l l<» uinh r lli* lull ut iglil : tlm-- 

the guinea W( ighing .idwis. Xgrs. llu* M>\creigii, oilut". 

— anil their divisions, in proportioiu are a legal teiidi i*. ' 

I'he process of nulling the loin round the edges is 
adopted to prevent, as far as possible, the clipping or l ulting 
the coins of gold and silvi r. Il was first introducc<l in MUill 
by Strokes at right angles, in IHU*.) diagonally, and in I7df> 
angularly. parties who cxirry into elfecl this process are 

sworn to secrecy. 

*• ('oreru 



p .Is. Cis. 

•> 

lO 


Shilling . . 
Sixpence . , 
Crown . . . . 
J Ialf-cri)\vii 


• V»*1‘- !‘i«j I fi'". .il f 'i\ Dr. IsPh. 
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C’opPEii CoiNACK- — In HJ05, some copper fartliings and 
lialfp(!iicc appear lo have hceii struck of!*, by the command of 
King diaries IJ., but not circulated. 

In 1072 .small change had become so extremely scarce, 
that ])rivale persons, although contrary to law, struck off 
iluar own tokens. I'he parties were taken into custody, 
and notice was given that it was his Majesty’s pleasure no 
person should lor the I’uture make, coin, ixchange, or use any 
hirthings or tokiais, except such as sh4)uld be coined in the 
mint : and in oi'di i* to prevent those abuses, besides a large 
copjier coinage, his Mnji siy orde n il >ilvi*r in pence and two- 
p< nc(‘s to be coined li>r tiu; smaller iralfic and commerce. In 
the reign of his Majer^ty (Jeorge I, 1122, llie want (»f small 
mom V was sueh in Ireland, that manufacturers paid their nun 
in tallies or tokens, on canis signed on the back, to be after- 
wards excliane-id I’or money ; and counterfeit coins called rr/yM* 
were in eoinmon us<‘, madt* of such bad metal, that what passed 
11 ) 1 * a hahpenny was iu»t \sortli a tarlliing — luaice the deriva- 
tion of the term not worlli a raj).'* It was at that j>eriod 
Dean Swift attacked Viilh so much severity, both from the 
nnlpit and the jire"":, the grant of a [patent lo Mr. W’ood, 
\vhei\ by In wa> l<‘ enjoy the ])rivilege of coining cojiper lialf- 
['.ence :ind farlliing> in Ireland for the term of fourteen years. 
'The quantity lo lie caun< d was limited to three hundred aiul 
sixty ton>, of wliieh one Imndretl was to be coineil in the 
fir>t year, and twenty (4)ns annually for the thirteen remain- 
ing uai>. 'I’he mallor having caused a great sensation in 
Ireknid, \\;is la fern il to a ('ominittee of the Lords of tlic 
i’rivy (’onneil; tiii'ir n jnirt was favourable lo ^Ir. \\k>od's 
coin ig(*, blit recomnu nded that the amount to be coined sliould 
be restricted to i’l(>,()t)0. 'The concession was of no avail. The 
l)raj)ier's fourlb letter ajijHared, attaeking the lupori; and, 
when a bill til* indictment was pr(*paring against the jirinli i* for 
a discovery 4»1’ llie- author, Swift issued a painj)hU‘l addressed 
to tin* (irand,Iury, i iilitled Seasonable Advice,” and sent it 
n)mid to l aeh meml)er the evening before they were to meet. 
It bad tlu^ deslreil elleel — the bill was not found. As an iii- 
ilemnificatinii for the loss INlr. Wovid sustained, he received 
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pensions to n coiisiclerable amount. The dissatisractiun U 
supposed to liave arisen from Ireland not having been allcnveil 
a mint. 

In 179T, a contract was entered into with Mr. Iloulton, of 
Soho, near Ibnningham, for the Ci/in:ige of live liundred t<ms 
of copper money, in peiict* only : and an aet was passed in 
onler to pii vent the e<uinterfeitiiig any eo[)per coin in the 
realm, made or to he made eiirrttiu hy proclamation. 

In the same year, iui an athh irss fnmi the I lonse ol* ( \)mmoiis 
to his Majesty, a proclamation v'-as issued ghing cm reiu y to 
a new coinagi* of copper iiu>ncv <»f oiu-pt^ iiny and luo-|)eni)y 
pieces. The two-peiinv wert‘ tt> ueigh tuo nmu-es avDirdiipoj', 
and the pemiv in proportion. In Di cmilu r ITltS, a jnmla- 
malion was is'.m il, giving currency to a m u iDinage » t' ci»pp« r 
money, t>f two-pennv ami om'-pt nny pi» i e-, ha!!pejm\ p»ir< « 
and farthings; at the same time d- t’lar.nLr. that no person 
shonUl he o!)ligi’d to take luoia* of such tut»-pi imv oi* om -pt uiin 
pieces in anv om* pa\im*nt than 'hould 1>»‘ ot’ lli»‘ \aln - of om* 
shilling, ifv t)f sucli imlfpeiu’e ami ^arihii.ij :!i; n l.oi.lil !).• »)i* 
the value of sixpence. 

In 1H()(>, a new t<ippt r coinage ot’ penn\ ]>iic<*. 1 ..ifpeiifiy 
pieces and farthings, was made current. In lii:> y. .ir the 
new mint on 'rower-hill was eic < ted. 

On the *iTlh Jiim' lsg.5, an act uas pa<-et! (J (ien. 1. c. 7!)' 
assimilating the currency ami inoni* > ol account iliroaghodl 
tlie I’nittal Kingdom of (treat f*ritain ami Iiri nid; -o tl»al 
tile currency of fM'eal Mritain is In m • tlut h the eii:r. ;u\ of 
the I’nited Klngd<»m. 

Jm>i.\. 

It has ahi atly heen oloei Ned. that llic ot < oining 

money' was \t:.!ed in the laist-lmlia ( ompanv in Ihi7 ami 
1680. 

I he peiialtii attacln <1 to t uuntt rjt ilunj et»in u{ih:ii the 
Hriti.sh Jiosses'.jf Ills ni India, is transportation to sin li • 

boyond ihtr sens, and for such term oi VfMr <, as tin* f*om t 
btrforc? whom the party i. foiiml guilty shiili diiMi: ami 
for xiithrintj counterfeit coin, six iiiontiis’ impri-onnu nt 
for the first oiretice ; twt> year',’ impi isoiiment foi the sei'omi 


otleiici*. 
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ofibnce, and for the third traiisporUition for lifi*. Any ]>nr-* 
son having in liis possession imire than five pieces of coun- 
terfeit coin without lawful excuse, is punishaldo by a fine 
not exceeding forty or less than twenty sicca rupees ; and 
in failure of payment therreoi*, to lie ef)inmitU*d to hard labour 
for three months, 'rhe coins or monies current uncli.*r the 
authority of the C'ompany’s governments, are issued from the 
estahlislied mints undi^r each pre^'lilencv, where assay-inasters 
are engaged, who have been instructed l)y tlie Kijig’s assay- 
iimster at the I^ondon mint. 

In HiiNUiAi. there are two mints: that at Calcutta, which 
maybe termed tlie dovernment Mint, anil tliat at Ih nares. 

lender tlu' ^Iaohas ])resiilency there is only one mint, and 
that at Fort St. (leorge. 

I’nder JJomiiav there is one principal mint at the presi- 
dency, and several subordinate mints : but as >ueb mints 
are not wlioli\' under lairopean snpcrinli ndince, tlie coin 
issued from tlie Ibriner will be alone nolii ed. 

At the C’aleuUa Mint, gold moliurs and sicca rupees are 
coined. At tlie mint ol‘ Madras and Hombay, golil aiiil silver 
rupees, and at the- mint at Ijeiiares riipeis only. Copper 
money is eoiiieil at llu* mints at llie three presidencies, for tlie 
Fast-India Company only. 4'hese* minis an* i»j)en to the pub- 
lic, and any person carrying bullion tliitlur may have it coined 
at a cbargi- of two })er cent, on the standard value of such bul- 
lion, or coin, together with a charge for refining bullion or 
coin l)elow the standard weight anil lineness, N\hicli are as 
follow : — 


Cai.citta. 

Fine Metal. Alloy- Ciross Weij^hf. 

Troy OraiiTi. Tr*.iy l Jr.iiin. Troy liiaui'. 

Gold inohur . . . . 1S7*G51 !;?0l-710 

Sieea rupees. . . . 175-923 15*993 ..... 191-916 

The standard weight and fineness of the Benares rupee is — 
Fine Silver. . Alloy. GrobS Weiglit. 

Troy lirminn, 'Pr.^v Irralm. J'rov Orwii)*. 

lGS-875 , . 6*125 .... 175. 
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MaDU AS. 

Fine Mrtal, Alloy. ( .n»‘s W » 

rr»*\ fti.iUf. ■ri.'\ 1 ' ‘*1 till*, 

(foM rupee Hs»* l.>* 

Sil\ er rupee. ...... . I-*' ... 

Jmkmuav. 

1‘ine^Ietal. Aliev. Wei^lit. 

I'ru^ (.i.; ii... l (-r i.: I ! 4 ' I I.* 

(loKl ni|)t'o hJi-Ti 1 I \‘«i I » 

Silver rupee .... Uil-71 1 l‘it> 


The ijeld rupee, both at Madras and Ihuuhay, pa as ej|ii:il 
to fifteen silver rupees. I'he lernis iL^t^lil ruptr ami 'iUt r rupn 
are understood to he misapplied in holli in.slauees, more 
especially in the case of the ^old money; the term rupte 
literuily signifying; .vi/rrr, and applied In the natives to silver 
money only, whicli being of the reyulated wi ight of liii massa, or 
one sicca, the coin was called the sieea rupt t*, <»i- tin silver sieea. 

The Hengal current rupee is calculated at luo shillings, la lng 
si.vteeu percent, less ilian the sicca, which is valiml at two shil- 
lings and three-pence. 

'I’he Madras pagotia is eight 'liilliiags, being eipitd to ilua e 
and a lialf Madras rupei s, \\lu\ li saint <1 .a tuu shilling', ami 
threvs-fH iK'e. 

d lie Ihiinbay nij)t e is two '.hillings ami iht’et-penct ; tin: 
dolhir at Frima: of W'ah n’ f^laml is livr diiliing''. 

In Heiigal and ;.t. Matlras th** siUrr rnp- r i'. di\it!fd mfo 
sixtet II annas, ami the anna into twt Ive picf. At Ihunbay it 
i.s divided into Itear (|uai tei>, ami e.ich (juarit r intti l(Ml rt a. 

1 lie ^^lIo^• ot ihe a('<'<ainf.. relalinif n» llu' Ibili'.h p« •s'>r>‘ioiis 
on tin; contim rit ol’ India are kt pt in the sana <h nomination 
ol imuiev, riz. tin nipt.*e. 


L .\\V .S. 

(1) Aful he it rirflar eiiacti <1, that if any person < , r*; ‘if" 

» or persons within the Ineal Inn;!', nl' the < riininai juri . M I l.l « I iM } •> . 

diction #*^tlic .•Haiti court', or U auv p' F'on <ir per on. 

. “ * . * tl.K. 

personally subjec t to tiit* luii'dit tiou^ol' ai.y i>rtla; ■'.litl 
courts, at any plaei in tin- F.i.'t-lr<IIe«, or at any pl.u e Inlwt tu tin* 
Cafie of (rood Ibipeand the Strt igh. <»r .^la^;ellall w lu n‘ llie saitl 
Conipany shall lia-.e a st-ffli menf , fa< forv, t.r t)tlier e.‘.tahlishinent, 

-hall 
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shall rounh rl it, or pcocurc to he coiinfcrleitc *1, or willin;ily act or 
assist iu rouni crli itin;^ any nf flie j:;oM or silve r coins of any of' the 
Hrili-h ^^ovci i nicnls in India, or any ;io!d or silver coijt nsually c ir- 
rent and nil .cd as money in pa\nHnf.«» in any part of' the liritidi 
possessions m tiii‘ liast- 1 tidies, it shall and may he lawful for tin; 
com l helore • liieh any .^uclt pi r.on or persons shall he convit ted itf 
any -.neli oi cnee by due eonr'i- ol‘ law, to ord^ r and adjiJil;^e that 
such person ''rper-oii'. slaill h(‘ lraijs]>orted to .‘iicli j»la(‘e he\sa)d the 
seas, and fni sueli terms of \ear.- as the said coni-t sliall direct. 

I n. linir (-(Ml {■•) further enacti d. that ifanyptrson 

tiTi'iii mill'. i> j- orpeivon.s within the local limit-^ of the erimitial jnris- 
ofR'i'a-' with *i\ ^^^^‘****“ courts, or if any j)erson or jiersons 

pirsimally sidtject to the jmialielion of any of the 
said courts at any plact‘ in tin; tidies, or at any 

place between the ( ape of (iood Hope and the 
Streights of* Magellan where the said (‘ompany shall 
have a settlement, lactorv, or other establishment, 
shall utter or tender in payment, or sell or give in exchange, or 
pay or put oil' to any person or persons any such i'alse or counter- 
feited coin as aforesaid, know ing the same to he so llilse or counter- 
feited, and sludl hi* thereof eonvicted, every pcixir. so olfending shall 
sldftT six months’ imp.rlsonment, and shall, at lliC discretion of the 


iMor.lIi'i' iiiijiii. 
nt ; 'o- 

i'oikJ, witlilwi) 
vi.irs; thin I, 

Av ith li.-iM^))orta« 
tioii forlil'i-. 


courl Ix’fore which. Iu* or s!i 


lall he so i cnvicted. he sentenced to 


hard labour d.uiiug the fuiu of such imprisonment, and find sureties 
for his or Ijv i* good beliaviour for six months tnorc, to be computed 
from llic end of tlic said lirst six month.s ; ;imi ii‘ llie same ])erson 
shidl Ill’ll rwards ])e eonsitted a second time ol’ the like ofTence of 
uttering or lemlerlng in pauiu-nt, or giving iutxehangc. or paying 
or putting oft’ any such lalsi' or counlertoit com as aforesaid, know- 
ing tlu' same to he fitisi’ or counterfeit, such person shall for such 
si-cond olU nee suffer two oars’ irnprisonnunl. and also, at the dis- 
cri'fioii of tlie courl hci'orc which he or she sliall be .so coiuictiii, ho 
sentenced to hard labour during tlie term o.f sin It imj’risonrin nt. and 
find snretii's fur his or her good !>i haviour for two \ears more, to ’nc 
computed iVom the end of the .^aid lirst two years; and it the scmio 
pirsim shall :n tirw arils uif. r.d a I bird time, in uttering or fendtring 
in payment, or gi\ing- in e\ehr'nge, or ]) i\ittg or putting off any 'itch 
false or eoimterfeit. coin as afmx.Niiid, kitow ing the same to he false 
or lomiterleil, and shall he convicted of such third oflcnce iu any of 
till* courts afuresaid, he or shv’ sh.all he siMUtatced to tr;insport,ttion 
for life, to siu'li jilaee beyond the mms the se.id court shall direct. 

pd) Anil hv it fnrtlur macud, that if ,niy person 
cn* pei'soiis, liaving he. n cimvietcd of’ any \dfcnco or 
offences by virtiuy f>f this act, s!;ail again he proseeuted 
ill anv court ollnr th;m (he comt or courts w lieri in 
sucli per.on or |)i*rsons sliall have been iu'fore con- 
vielcd for a like ofh .ice, wlicrchv s.icli pt r.son or 
M g person *, 


( '(‘If aii M’r i r 

torw.rl' i I I'l* 5i‘ 

lion ii) til' < i''!i n., 

Vlltruit-Ml |i:iuir 

of ‘•in !i roiw ic- 
tioii. 


LAWS. 

(i- n. 

c. l /l.i. 
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LAWS, persons would ho subject to an increased punishment, tlie clerk of 

officer to wliom it may belong to keep the records 
53 iiio. 3, of the court where any J^ncli conviction shall have taken place, shall, 
at the retjuest of the prosecutor, or any other jutsoii on his Majc'sty’s 

^ ’ behalf, certily the same, by writing under his hand, in a few words, 

containing the substance and effect of such conviction, for which 
certificate ()ne rupee and no more shall be paid; and such certificate 
being produced iiv, ci»urt, shall be sufficient [iroof of such former 
conviction. 

§ 11:’. (t) And !)e it further enactetl, tliat if any pcrsiui or Ilavin^rin )>os. 

persons within the local limits of the erirninal iiirisdie- 

*. , •' lj\f pUI’lN tH 

tion of the said courts, or if any person or persons ojimu rfiii vuin, 
personally subject to the jurisdit tioii of* any of' the "oinuii lio\iiil 
sa'id courts, at any place in tin EasI Intlics, or at any !aVi,. l,v* 
place between the ('ape of Ciootl Hope and the ituMuJi ’ 

^itreights of Magellan where tlu* said ('ompany nIkiII 
have a settlenienf, factory, nr otiicr cstahlishnn nt. >hall have in his. 
her, or tlieir cnstoilv, without lawful c\cn>c, the proot' w hereof sliall 
lie on the party accus'd, an\ griMtcr nanihir of pii ct s than ti\e 
pieces of’ such f'alM.' or coimterlcit coin a-* aforesaid, t \ i 'lu h pir-on 
being ihercof’coin i<. ted upon the oath ot'ma* «»r nuna ciMlihli' witness 
or witne^.^e-!, Iielbrc one of hi-> ^Iajv 't\‘«. jn-tiia - of tin- p« ace, or if 
there >honld he lio e nt* the pt ai a* tlnlv ijualitu'd to act in tlie 

place where such otienee ''hall l)e eonnint te»l. In fore one ot the jiulge-' 
of In') Majesty > cinirt there, >liall I’orit it iOui l»»'e all >iii h .iu<i 
counterteit coin, whiih .'hall he tut in pit ta •» ami (U-[io\e(l l»y onU r 
of such jiHlice or jnd^n*, and >ha!l tor e\ ny otl'i nei foil'ilt ;intl pav 
any Sinn et' rnom \ ie>t <\(ieiling in \ahir t’.irfy 'i». « a nijn t or K 
than twenty ^iia a ri'pee', in the curia nev of tin* place in winch ^nch 
ofi'etice .shall be eommitt* d, lor eva rv .sui li pn.ae ot taUe or < ounit r- 
feit coiri which he ft)und in the t ustoilv ot >ai h pemon ; om 

moiety to the infiirnier or intiirnn i', and fin* ofin r inoiety to tin- poor 
of the prcridt ney, -i tlleinent , or jd.n t in whnh >tii li otti m e Hhall he 
committed ; and in i .i'.e an\ ^in h penaltii. ^ "hall not hi- foi tl'.w ith paid, 
it "liall be lawful for "in li jn"rKa* or jinl-ji tf) commit the pef'ion or 
pcTtons who "Iiall ht* adjudged to pav the ".inn' tfi tin' < omiiion g»io| 
or hou.*ie of t orrei f ion, there to In* kept to l».ird lalmur lor the spaif 
of three calendar months <»r m^fd "ueh pi. naif v ."h.dl he paid. 
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I^Y llu; Act of 47lh Cieo. Ill, c‘aj>. GH, si*r. 2, J807, any 
person, after altainin^ the a^e of seventreiK and }iavjn;jj hona 
jifie spent, i*ither heidre or after ihiit af^e, two ye*ars at lea.st at. 
tlu*. Mast-Iiulia ('olletje in faii^lantl, on his proceccliriLT to India 
in the C\>nip:in\ ’s civil service, was aliowc'd to account sncli 
perioil of two years, as to oflici s, jdaces, and < inoliinu nts, as 
so much lime actually sptml in India. i5y the act of ihti 5:h! 
( d*o. Ill, cap. SI C. 12, the Hoard ol Commissioners lor 

thii AlTairs <il* India iiave lidl power and autliority to saiperin- 
teiid, direct, and control ail orders and instruct imis whatsoever 
vespectini^ cv>lleiL!;es and staninaries in India : the Civil (’ollege 
and Mililarv Seminary in Knghnul are to he ci>ntimail ami 
inainlaiiud, and all the n‘ii:ulations whiili may from linui to 
time he framed for tlu? i^ooil L^ovi rnmeni of those inslilulioris, 
are .sid)ji‘i*t to alteration aiul approval hy tlu* Board. 

'J’he istalilishnu iits in India will he Jiist noliceil, and after- 
wards thoMC which havi? lu'cn lornu il in laiiirlaiul. 

It was durinjL*' tlu* administratimi of llu' Manp.icN.s W’el- 
Ic^lev that tlu* first reu^iilar institution was formed lor tlic 
iilncation of tlu* c*ivil servants «>f the Company in India. 
In the year ISDt), that ili -tinij^nislu'd nohh'inan foundoil the 
(’alculta i'olle^i*, in ordi-r that ample means might he af- 
fordeil to the junior ei\il servants ti» ipialify themselves fin* 
tlu* i*flicient dischargt* t>f the duties of the several offices tt> 
which tlu v might he nominated. Bn^vision was made for 
the study of the Oriental languages, aiul Idr lectures on 
almost < v<‘rv hraiuh of literature and science. The plan, 
wiiilsi it evinced the eidighli*iu?d viiws of the iiohle foun- 
dir, was considrred hy the :inthoritiis in Kiirope t<» in- 
volve an iiuh'imile expense, to emiiraci* far toi» vviiU* a fii hi, 
and to ci»ntemplate the acijuireiiicnt of Navious hiaitches of 
kiuuv ledge, the study i»f which, it was i'oiu civt iI, might he 
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prosecuted with far belter prospect of success at home. On 
this point it was romarkt*d, that if general knowledge be* neces- 
sary. as much of it as can bo imparted in ICurupe consistently 
with the nature of the seryce should be so iiTiparted, and that 
the presumption is in lavour of the knowleilge thus bestowed 
iH'ing tound of superior quality, and obtained at a much 
smaller expense. > It was a No propose »d that every writer, on 
his appointment, should in tlio iirsi instance proceed iVom 
Europe to Calcutta, and thtu'e enter the college, allhough his 
siibse(|Uent employment might he i‘ither at Madras or Hombay ; 
ami that it should be left to the Cfovernor-Chaieral for the lime 
being to determine to whien establishment of the ser\iee tlie 
students should he finally ap}>ointrd. 'i*o this it was ohjeeted, 
that thi* three pii-sideneies were ntif on a similar fooling; 
that a young man woulil more reailily a(laj>t his condiu't to 
the manners and habits of the (‘ommunity of wliieh he is to 
continue a inemlH*!* : and as lleiigal might l^e c<»nsiileri‘il tlie 
prt'ferable presiiK ucy, tin* studies i>f i ach servant >voiild he 
directed to the ac quisition of that speeie^k of k2u»\N leilge la st 
calcuhned to (piality him tor that establishmi nt, to tiu* manitesl 
injury of tluj public service at Madras and IJombay; and that, 
were the (ioveriior-deneral to posNCss the powt‘r of selecting 
tlie servants Ibr the jiresidencii''., it would, in fact, be delegat- 
ing to a reim»te authority tlur patronage of Intlia, and vesting 
in an individual that species of influence, to guard agtiinsl 
which hUvS been a hading olijict at each of the periods when 
a renewal of tin? (’«)mpany’s privileges has come umler dis- 
cussion. 

'I’ho plan of the Manpiess \\’elU*sley having been greatly 
modified, was finally samtiouf'd, tint writers for Madras and 
Bombay not being ri'cjiiired lr» prcK-eed to < alciit ta. nml con- 
siderable reductions being niatle in the pnqiosed collegiate 
establishment. 

Since the year I HO I, when the eollegr at Hertford 
projected, the olfp'C’t of the ( alciitta ('olli*ge has lieen confined 
to perfecting tin- simhuits in (>ri«;ntal literaliin*. 

Ill IHOH, provi*.ion wns imuh; at Mmira’. for civil servants, 
ofi their arrival at the presidency,' continuing the study of* 
the native langii;e/es : they havt- the a^'Sistaiicr of native- 
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tcadiers, and quarterly examinations take place for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the progress which has been made : such 
examination also extends to subjects of general knowledge 
connected with the aflairs of tluj Company. In 1812 the 
establishment was denominated a college, and placed under a 
board of snpcrintciidance. ]Measures have likewise been 
taken to j>romote the »tudy of t!ie llindiistaiinee, Mahratla, and 
Chizzeratte languages at Bombay, under a permanent public 
examination commiltee. 

Whilst such ample means have been ])rovlded h)r enabling 
the Company’s servants to perfect themselves in the knowledge 
of tlie Oriental languages, the education of the natives has 
been an object of solicitude*. Schools where English may be 
taught graniinatieally, and instruction given in that language 
tni history, geography, aiul tlic popular branches of science, 
have been cstal)li.slied 5 under the sanctic>ii and patronage of the 
Company, "i'he natives have themselves evinced an anxious 
desire to tibtain the benefit of an English education for their 
children, and have contributed in many cases liberally towards 
the sn|)p(n*t of sneh schools. 

Provision is likewise nnule, in the forty-third seelion of the 
Act of 1S1;3, that, out of the surplus territorial revenues, one 
lac of rupees shall be set apart and applied ti> the revival and 
improvement of literature amongst the natives. 

'l^he ifistitutions in EN<;LAxn are — the East India Colleije at 
Ilaileyhurv, near Ilertforil; and the Military ISeiniiiary at Ad- 
disc.onihe, near Croydon. 

'Ilu* college was established in the year 1805 by the Ejist- 
India Cknnpany^ with the view of alTording the Uieaiis of 
education to persons intended for the C’ompany’s civil service 
under the presidencies of Bengal, Madras, and Boinhuy, and 
of acejuiring, with classical and mathematical instruction, the 
elenu'iils of those branches t>f science likely to be most useful 
in their future service in India. It is under the superin- 
toiidiaice of a principal ami professors, and is governed by 
statutes and regufalions approved by the Board of Commis- 
sioners, which statutes are goo<l ami valid in law, and binding 
and eiroctmil upon all persons aiul in all mailers belonging to 
or relating to the siiid college. 'J’he Bishop of I-ondon exer- 
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cUes vUitHtorial jurisdiction. No person can be op|>ointcd a 
writer who shall not have kept four terms at the college. 

The expediency of coiitiiiuiiig the college* as well as of 
applying to Parliament to repeal tlie ohligut<n*y cIuilm* recpiir* 
iiig all pi rsons to ri'siile four terms !)efore they can be nomi- 
nated writers, has been discussed by the C’oiirt ol' Proprietors, 
'I'he first question was debated during three days in 1817, and 
rejeeteil I>y a shew of hands on the 1th of Alurch in that year; 
the sccoiul in 1821, and, after a debate of equal duration, was 
negatived by the ballot on the lllst of March, iUv number in 
favour of the application to Parliament for a repeal of the 
compulsory clause being two hundred and seventy-two, and 
against it four hiindn*fl. 'The difference of opinion winch still 
exists as to the clause in <]Uestion, combined with the probable 
demand of the service abroad exceeiling the nuaiis of Mipply 
from the eollegt*, may pi>s>ibly leail to a relaxation in ibis 
enactment. 

'I'be ^lilitarv Seminary was <*slablisliial in the Vi ar ISOJl, 
for the piir[)o-e. of e<bic:iling tlie cadets inlemle<l for the C\>ni- 
jjany’s cnginei-r or artillery ^ervitn* in Inilia. Pr‘u»r to tliat 
jierioil a certain numbin* bad been eiliicated at \\'o(»l wich, 
and sonic tinder private tuition ; but the iiia<h <piacy in p<iint 
of niimbi*r qualified to ino<'t tin* c'xigency of the ^rrv i(*e became 
so apparent, that it was considered, by ciunbining tin* wliole 
establislinient under the immediate goviriuncnl «)f the Kasi- 
liulia Company, and making the pridesvors and tutors, as well 
aj> the pupils, responsible* to tin* (’ourtof* Directors for tlie due 
di5fc*}Hirge of their respective <hities, advantages would arise 
that cou!<l not bt* i*x|)ected from institutions over wliich the 
Dlnrctors bad iic» jH>uer or c-onlrol wliatsoevei*. In* plan was 
.'iccordingly laid bef<u*t; the Court of l*n>priiJor-. in the month 
of March I80i), who highly apprcived thereof, coiifirtning the 
iip{Mjiutni(*nt of the laft; («*iieral (then (’ohuiel) Mndge as 
the first public examip'-r. I ■ nder the unceasing efforts of tluiL 
<listinguislu*d aiul .sri»*nf ifii: ofhci*r, as well as those of his 
successor, Sir How ard Douglas, and of I lie* present examiner. 
Sir Alexamler Dickson, the greatest ]>roficieMcy lins Inreii matle 
by the stiiilenis ; and fhtr [mhlir service in India has reiqual 
all the advantages vvhieh were aiiti<*ipated at the first foundation 

of 
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of the inHtitiitioii. It is under the superintendence of n 
lieiitemint-governor, aided by professoi’s in tlic various 
branches of study. The rules and ri^ulations for its govern- 
ment are equally valid and binding sis those relating to the 
Civil College. 


L A S. 


rollf^^osandsi*- 


Culir^cs and Seminaries in Imiia. 

O 

( 1 ) Anti be it further enactecK tliul the Board of 


...mark-. al.r..a<l (-,)inmissionfrs for the Affairs of India, by force and ^ 
tf JO control oft hi* virtue of this act, shall have and he invested with full 
power and aiitliority to superintend, direct, and con- 
trol all orders and instriietions whatsoever wliieli in anywise relate 
to or concern any rules, regulations, or estahliflhinenls whatsoever of 
tlic several colleges established by the said C'oinpany at Calcutta or 
I'ort St. (ieorge, or of any seminaries wliich may he established under 
the authority of any of the governments of the said Company, in the 
same manner, to all intents and purposes, and underand subject to all 
such and tlu* like regulations and provisions, as if siieli orders and 
instructions immediately related to and concerned the government and 
revenues of (lie said territorial acquisitions in the Kast-Indies. 

ri<«\isi(ui r.»r T-) And he it further cnaetciK that it sliall be law*- 
m!ii>.j|s, 1*^11 (nivernor-tieneral in ('onneil to direct, that 

lictiiiis, or of 111 r , I 1 • I • • 1 

liicijiry iMMilii. out ol any surplus wdiich may remain ot the rents, 
tionsioi iiii* 1)1*- ix'veniies. and piolits arising from liie said territorial 
ilvos, I!) Ik* ri'MK acijuisitions, after ikfraying the expenses of the mili- 
latnl l»y (lo^ir- fai'v, civil and commercial establishments, and paying 
nor-(>ciKi;»l in interest oi'the debt, in manner hereinafter iirovided, 

Coniu'il, suhjiKf - , , , . . * , 

to cuiitrol i>f iht* a sum oi not less than one lae ol rupees in each year 
IJoanl; but ap- g|,j|j set apart and applied to the revival and ini- 
pruvement of literature, and the encouragement of the 
iM.uli* by till* lo. learned native.s of India, and for the introduction and 
nil goveriiinenis. promotion of a knowledge of the sciences among the 
inhabitants of the British territories in India; and that any schools, 
public lectures, or other institutions lor the purposes aforesaid, which 
shall be fouiidi'd at the ]>residencies of Fort-William, Fort St. George, 
or Bombay, or in any other jiarts of the British territories in India, in 
virtue of this act, shall be governed by such regulations as may from 
time to time lie made by the said Governor- General in t'ouneil, sub- 
ject neverllieless to such powers as are Iicrein vested in the said Board 
of Commissioners for llic AHairs of India respecting colleges and 
seminaries : provided always, that all appointments to offices in such 
schools, lectureships, and other institutions, J^hall be maile by or 
under the authority of the governments within w liieli the same shall 
he situated. 

( W/cijt’s 


IS];?. 
Gi'O. ; 1 , 
c. \55, 

5 4 -’* 


5 


( Vide 
^1j>proj*ria- 
lion.j 
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COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES. 


LAWS. Colleges and Military Seminaries in Englaki>. 

(3) And whereas the said United Company have (\)iicjrraM,l Mi- 
53 Gih>. 3, lately established in England a college for the appro- Ni Miiimrv 

4 ^* priate education of young men designed for their civil 

service in India, and also a military seminary for the !u»«l ilu* Diivr 
appropriate education of young men designed for their 
military service in India ; and whereas it is expe dient n,,aril, to ii. iki' 
that the said college and military seminary should he •”';l •'‘rn*- 
further continued and maintaineil, and that prope r Oh.tMor^ 

rules and regulations should be constituted and esta- in:iy npn*- 
blished by authority of law, for the good government ' 

. , 11 ^ 1 -i- • s}U'CfiM|j: .illrra- 

ot the said college and military seminary respeetivi ly ; tiotts m ai!,iiii,.,ns 
he it therefore enacted, that the said coHim'-c aiul inili- hy dii* ImmoI. 


military service in India ; and w hereas it is expe dient n,,aril, to n.-iki' 
that the said college and military seminary should he •”';1 •'‘rn*- 
further continued and maintaineil, and that prope r Oh.tMor^ 

rules and regulations should be constituted and esta- in:iy npn*- 
blished by authority of law, for the good government ' 

ot the said college and military sciiimary respeetivi ly ; tiotts m ai!,iiii,.,ns 
he it therefore enaeted, that tile said college and mili- K' l^’‘»ril. 
tary seminary shall be tontiiuu d and maintaineil by the said United 
Company during the further term hereby granted to the said (’om- 
pany; and that it shall and may be lawful tor the said (‘oiirt of’ 
Directors, and they are hereby iXMjuired forthwith after tlu* passing of 
this act, to frame such rules ami regulations for the gootl govenunenr 
of the s;u’d college and military seminary ri speetivt !y as in their 
judgment shall appear best adapted to the purposes afori slid, and 
lay the same before the Hoanl of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India, for their revisal and approbati«>n ; w ho shall thereupon proceed 
to consider the sann*, and sliall and may make such alti ratioiiH tlu rein 
and additions thereto as they shall think lit; ncvcrtln less, all sue h 
rules and regulations shall and may he -^iihject to such future ie\i‘'ion 
and alteratioivW the said v'oiirt of Dirc't’tor.s, viith the approhatitm of 
the said Board, as cireuniNlanees inav from time to time reijuiie in 
that behalf; and all such rules and regulations, so ff.mud. a[)pro\id, 
revised or altered, hliall he deemed and taken to he good and \ahd in 
law, and shall he binding and cH'ectii.d upon all persons and in all 
matters belonging or rt lafing to the saiil ccdhge and military si-mi- 
nary resjicctivcly, any law, charter, or other matter or thing to the 
contrary notwithstanding : provided always, that nothing in rt in eon- 
tallied shall prcvi-nt the said Court of Direelors from making siu h 
representation, with respect in any allcTutions in or additiim.s to sui h 
rules and regulations which may be made by the said Hoard of C'oin- 
missioners, as tlu* said ( ourt of Dinu tors ?>hall at any lime think fit. 

(41 And be it further enacted, that from and after ,, , ^ , 

' ^ ^ ^ Itj -Mni* «*r I ^}t% 

the passing of this art, it shall and may he lawful for f|..ti to i 
the Lord Hisbop of London for the time being to have 
and exercise, and he is hereby autburi/cd and empow- 
ered to have and exercise such visitatorial power and jiiriMlictioii 
over all sueli persons, math rs anrl things, belonging or relating to 
the said college, and in siu ii manner as Mhali be* ap|tointcil and 
rstabiisbed by the said rules and regiilitions of the raid college in 
that behalf, any matter or thing whatsoever to the contrary notwifh- 
.s landing. 

f.'i) Ami 
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T‘'stii1)ll!>hinrnt 
ofnfliccis in the 
rollcf'c und nii- 
Jit«ry .sciiiimiry 
to bo to 

the control of tlio 
JSoanl. 


( 5 ) And be it further enacted, tliat no order for 
the establishment of any office, or the appointment of 
any jx rsori to fill tite situation of principal at tlie said 
college, or head-master of tJie military ficminary, 
shall 1)0 valid or effectual, until the same .shall have 
l)e(*n approved by the said Hoard of Coniniis.sioners for 


the Affairs of India. 


LAWS. 


I8lf3. 

53 Gtfo. 3 , 
c. 1.75, 

5 47. 


JViiuI v'l and wlicrea.s, for the due performance of the §18. 

professors cx- public dutic.s of religion at thi; said college, as well 
oniptfd from j'.i maintenance of soutnl learning and rcligiou.s 

roclijal residence. , . . . , , •'•11 

education, it m x;xpedient that lla* principal ana some 

of the professors of the said eollige should he clergymen of the 

Kstablished C'lmreh ; and whereas it may be txpccted, that among 

clergymen best (jualified for siicli situation.s, from their character and 

attainments, some may he possc'^sed of benefiees in tlie church, be it 

enacted, that every sjiiritual jxrson holding the situation of principal 

or professor of the said college, and actually [lerforinirig the duties of 

tlie same, shall In? and he is hereby exempted from residence on any 

benefice of wbich he may he possessed, in the same manner a.s the 

spiritual persons sjieeified in an act pa.ssed in tlie forty-lliird year of 

Jii.s present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act to amend the Laws 

relating to Spiritual IVrsuns bolding of Farms, and for enforcing the 

llesideiiee of’ Spiritual IVrsons on their Hcnefices in England,” are by 

the said act exeinpteil from roidence on tbeir ropeetive benefices ; 

any act, matter, or thing, to the contrary notwithstanding. 



( 172 ) 


COMMANDEU-IN-CHIKF 


Military. 

The de^iignation of Cominmuier-^in-chu/ is attaclud to the 
following stations in the Kast-Iiulies, viz. C'oininaiuliT-in-cliii f 
of all the Forces in Indian Frovincial C*oiiniiander-in-chii-f in 
lieiigaU Coiniuander-in-chief at ^ladras, C’oiinnaiuler-iti-cliief 
at Hoinbay. 

Major-Cieneral Stringir Lawrence, who, iVoiii liis first ap- 
pointment to Iiulia as a Major in ITIH, hail highly ilistin- 
giiisheil himself in the military operations on tin* coast of 
C’oromandel, held the station of C \>mmander-in-cliief of tiu! 
t*ompany’s finces in 17(53; Hrigailier-(ieneral C'aillaiid, who 
had serveil under him, was appointed his Micci'^sor. 'I'he 
important events eon‘'e<|iu nt on the i-esiuraiion of Meer J.iflir 
to the Souhahship* of Bengal, in I7(5L lid to leiigtluned 
discussions iu ihi* Court of 1 Voprielor--, u ho n soh eil, on the 
J2lli of March in llu* same year, lliat laud C‘li\e . \vhi» liad 
been raised to the peerage atiir his vieoml return to I'airopc 
in 17(50, as a mark of ilje liigh si-use i nlertaim d of his Lord- 
siiip’s !u*illiant service'.) should be is ipic'-n-d to take np<»n him 
the stations of Fre-ldeiit of Ihrugai and the command of the 
military forces. lli^ Lord-hip ai ei pt4 d the appointment, 
was swoi n in on the :10th of April I <<51, arrivi d in India 
in the la-ginning of the tbllowing and retaim <1 iho^i’ ap- 

pointments till 17(57, wlicii his Lordship finally reliiriied to 
his native ctainlrv. Sir I’.vre CiMiie was nominated his Ia»ril- 
shifts successor as l'omiiiander-in-<hief. On his ani\a! at 
Madnis, his powers were disputed by tin* rouiu il there, in 
conse(jUenc(! of which he n'tiirned to hairope c»verland, in 
November 1771, and adilr4 '»se<l a letti-r 1<» the ('ourt of l)ircc- 
tors from Baris, n-pri si-nting tlie. circumstam i > nmlerwliich 
he had ijuitted India, d he Court pa^'cd a i cs,ilnf it»n, s« \cr« ly 

nnimad- 


• Vii i-rov <ir o\» i in.t . 
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animadverting on tlie conduct of the authorities at Fort St. 
Cicorge, and at the same time rerjuin^d Sir Eyre Coote to hold 
himself in readiness to return to India. On the 26th of 
January 1773, the Oourl of Directors resolved, that as tran- 
quillity prevailed in India, it was unnecessary to continue the 
office of commander-in-chief. At the coinmenciMuent of the 
session of that year the affairs of tlie Comj)any, which since 
1767 had come undiM* the cognizance of Parliament, more 
particularly laigaged the attention of the House of Commons, 
and the various resolutions n])on which the 13tli Geo. III. 
cap. 63, commonly calle<l the Hegulating Act, was framed, were 
passed. Amongst them was a clause apj)ointing a governor- 
jJCeneral and four counsellors for the government of the Com- 
]>any’s affairs abroad. Lord North, on tlie 9tli of June 1773, 
had an interview with the Citairman and Deputy-Chairman of 
the Company, at which they were dt^sired to state whetlna 
the Court of Directors wDuld grant to Lieutenant CJeneral 
Clavering, who hail been nominated as first counsellor, a 
commission as eoinmander-in-chief of* the Company’s forces in 
India. A communication to that effect was accordingly made 
by the Cffuiirinan to the C’ourt of Directors, who, referring to 
their resolution of the 2(ith of January id)ove adverted to, 
postponi'd the further consideration of the subject till the 
16th of June; on which day it was further discussed, but no 
decision adopted. The state of tlie question was communicated 
to Lord North. 

On the 3d of February 1771, a General Court was held, in 
pursuance of a requisition from nine proprietors, >vhen it 
was moved to recommend to the Court of Directors forthwith 
to appoint General C'lavering commander-in-chief in India. 
A ballot w as demanded by thirteen proprietors, amongst whom 
were the Duke of Uieinnond and Lord Pigot. It took 
on the 8th of February, and was carried in favour of' the 
recommendation, there being three hundred and fifty-four 
ayes, and three hundred and eleven naves. 

General Clavering was accordingly appointed by the Court 
on the day following. Intelligence of that officer’s death hav- 
ing been received by the Court in April 1778, Sir Eyre Coote 
was nominated to a seat in council, and also coiuiuander-in- 

chiei' 
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chief in India. As the act of the 13th Geo. Ill, cap. n.3, 
sec. 10, required the approbation^cf his ^Iaj<‘sty to any ap- 
pointment to council made within tlic term of five years from 
the date of such act, the same was obtained, and Sir Kyrc 
Code took the oaths of office before the Court of Directors 
on the 28th April 1778. 

In 1781, the 21st Goo. Ill, cap. (>5, was j)assotl, declaring 
that if a coinmandor-in-chief was appointed to C4nincil, he 
should rank as second member of council, and not succeed as 
governor-general, or governor, unless spt eially appointed. 

In 1784, by the aet of the2lthGeo. Ill, cap. 25, the Hoard 
of Comhiissioners for the AfKiirs of India was first instituted, 
and provision was made that the Government should consist 
of a gi>vernor-genei‘al, and three, in tlii‘ rotim of four (as jire- 
serilKMl by tlie Aet cd' 1773) eoiiiisellors, and that the C'oin- 
mander-in-chief t>f the C’otiipany's forces sliould hav«? vt>ice 
ami precedence in council nt^xt alter the ( lovenior-Crcneral. 
It also provides, that when the C’oinmanth*r-in-chief in India 
shall be present either at ^ladras or Hoiiiha}', he is to be one 
of the counsellors, instead of tlie commamler-in-eliii l* of sueli 
settlemi‘nt, who during sucli time is to luive a seat, luit no 
voice in the coiiiicil. 

Hy the same art. romaianders-in-rhief art* nor to siiccc‘ed 
to the ollic<‘ of gov,'rm^i~g<*neral or govirn«'r, unit ''pejc ially 
ajipoiiited hy the C’oui t of I )irret‘ u's, 

15y tliv* 2f>th (n;t>. 111. cap. It», I tlu; ( <>mm:in<ler-iu- 

chief \'y iif>t entitled to a voie»- or at in ctuiniai. unless <|n - 
ei.illy aj:)j>ointed tiiereto by tin*. ( Ourt ni' I )i n c loi’s. It is 
lik4‘%vLs4.i provided, that the otfic'es <d' m>venior-g;iurnf, or 
governor and rommaitder-in-c hii f, may he In I<1 hy tlie same 
person. 

Q|l the 2tlh I'V-hruarv 1788, the Karl Cornwallis was ai>- 
pointed govc rnor-gt'iieral and e<unmander-in-rhief in India, 
Iieing the lirst instaiict* in whi(*h tliose two high office's were 
combined in tin; vaim: pers^m. His Lordship, wlio cptitted 
India in 170.3, was solicited l>y the i'oiirt f>f Directors in 
llio month of January 1707, with reference to the stafr' of the 
miiiuiry affiiirs in Iiidia^ again to tak^' upon himself the offices 
of gov#^mor-genrral and comniaiider-iii-chief. Ilis laMcl- 

^hip. 
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sliip, following up the principle whicli hacl distinguished his 
conduct tliroiigh life, in soesificing all private interest to the 
good of the state, met the call of the Court, and was ac- 
cordingly unanimously appointed to those offices on the 1st 
I'ebruary 1707. rntelligence liaving been shortly afterwards 
received from India, removing in a greJil measure the grounds 
upon w’hich the Couri had sought for his Lordship’s services, 
they consented, at the request of his Lordship, to accept his 
resignation. 'I1ie Maniuess Wellesley, then Earl of Morningtoii, 
wius nominated governor-general, and Sir Alured Clarke, 
commaiidcr-in-cliief. In 18(H), (ieneral, afterwards Lord Lake, 
proceeded as coininander-iri-chief to India. In the month of 
August in that year his ilajcsty, by Ictlers-pateiit^ appointed 
llu: ^Manpiess Wellesley, then governor-general, to be his 
^laje'^ty’s eaj)tain-gener:il and commaiicler-in-chief of all his 
Maje sty’s land forces serving in the Kast-lndies. The same 
was jnade known by ])roclaination at Eort W illiain, the 2Gth 
I'ebriiary 18(M. As lliis is the only instajice in winch such a 
commission lias been i.^^siucl it is given at length, and imme- 
diately follows the laws respecting the commander-in-chief 
under this head. His I.ordship issued general orders, desiring 
that all return^ might la* made as usual to the military com- 
mander-iii-eliii f. It has already Iuml ii obNervtHi that the ^lar- 
(juiss Cornwallis, at the call of the Kasl-Iiidia Company, in 
1 7!)7, allliough at an age that miglil liave diseouraged him 
from laigagiiig in so ai\luoiis an uiulertaking,” had consented 
to reassiHTie ilie ailministration of their affairs in India. That 
plea, St rengtlieneil by llu* atldilion of eight years to the age of 
tlie patriotic aiul venerable nobleman, was again waived at the 
intrealies of the Court of Directors, and the noble Marquess 
embarked for India in the month of April 1805, to assume 
die combined cillices before conferred upon Juni. Lord 1.4^0, 
w ho was ilu'ii conimaiuler-iii-chiof in Indin^ was nominated pro- 
vincial commaiider-iii-chief in Bengal; and an act was passed 
on the 10th April 1805, empowering the Court, wiicn the offices 
of governor-general anil commanderdn-chief were vested in 
the same person, to appoint the provincial comnmuder-in- 
chief in Bengal to a seat in council, as second member. Such 

apimiiitnieiii 
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appointment was accordingly conferred by the Court on Lord 
Lake the following day. 

On the death of Marquess Cornwallis, which occurred in the 
latter part of the same year, Lord Lake was re-aj)pointed 
commander-in-cliief in India. 

In 1813, on the appointment of the Earl Moira as gover- 
nor-general and commander-in-chief, Lieutenant-General Sir 
George Nugent, then coinmander-in-chief in India, was nomi- 
nated commander-in-chief in Bengal, and second in council. Sir 
George Nugent returned to Europe in 1814. By the act of 
the 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155, his Majesty’s approbation is neces- 
sary to confirm the appointment of commander-in-chief in 
India, and of the cominaiidcr-in-chlef at the jiresidencies of 
Madras and Bombay. 


LAWS. 

1786. (1) And whereas, by the 24th Geo. Ill, cap. 25, Kot to be of 

26 Geo. 3, it is enacted, tliat the coinmander-in-chicf of the cinnuil, unlt-vi 

^§5.** Company s forces in India for the time being shall 
have voice and precedence in the Supreme Council 
next after the Governor-General of Fort-William ; and that the com - 
mandcrs-in-chief at Fort St. George and Bombay shall respectively 
be of the council in the said respective presidencies : and wlicrcas it 
may be more expedient that any such connnaiider-in-chicf sliould not, 
by virtue of his said office, be a member of any of llie said respective 
councils, unless he be specially appointed thereto, be it therefore 
enacted, that so much and such part of the said act as directs 
that the commandcr-in-chief of the Company’s forces iu India for 
the time being, or the commanders-iii-chief in the presidencies or 
settlements of Fort St. George and Bombay, shall, by virtue of their 
said respective offices, be a member or members of any of the coun- 
cils of Fort-William, Fort St. George, or Bombay respectively, or 
have any voice or precedence therein, shall be, and tlie same is 
hereby repealed, 

^ g (2) Provided alwa|| and be it enacted, that no- 

thing in this or in any former act contained shall Directors may 
extend to preclude the Court of Directors of the said 
United Company from appointing the commandcr-in- Governor- 
chief of the Company’s forces in India to be Go- General, or Go- 
vernor-General, or a member of the Supreme Coun- 
cil at Fort-William in Bengal; or from appointing 
either of the said comnianders-in-chicf of Fort St. George and 

Bombay 
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Bombay to bcr president or member of the council for the LAWS, 
presidency wherein lie shall so be the comraandcr-in-chief; or.to 
prevent or preeliule the Court of Directors of the said Company 20 Geo. 
from appointing the governor-general of liengal, or any other 
member of the supreme council for the time being, to be the com- ^ 
niander- in -chief of the Company’s forces in India; or from appoint- 
ing either of the governors or presidents of I'ort St George and 
Bombay, or any of the members of council oi‘ the said respective 
presidencies for the time being, to be commitndcr-in-chicf of the 
forces within the same jircsidcncy of which he shall be the governor 
or president, or a member of council, if the said Court of Direc- 
tors shall tliink fit and c:cpedient .so to do. 


CoiTiinandirs- 
in-diief not to 
Miccccd as 'O'- 
vernop - gciicisd 
or goMTiior in 
tin* c'Xfiit of :i 
vacancy, unless 
]irovisi<)!udly ap- 
u»intcd. 


(3) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
if at the time of any vacancy happening in the oflice 
of governor-general, or of a governor of any of the ' 
said presidencies, no eventual succe.sr.or appointed 
under tlie authority of this act sliall he present upon 
the spot, any commaiulcr-in-chief, although lie .sliall s 
be then a inoniher of the coiineil of liie presidency 


where such vacancy shall occur, shall not succeed to tlie temporary 


government of .such pn sidciicy, iiidcss such commander- in-chief 
shall have been pnn isioiially appointed to supply the same, hut ihat 
the vacancy sl^a’ll be supplied by the councillor next in rank at the 
Council Board to such coiinnauder-in-chicf, any thing hereiit contain- 


ed to the (!Oiitrary notwithstanding. 


17y3. 
Geo. .3, 
c. 

§ 30. 


When in.tgo- (^) fw»‘*b^‘r enacted, tliat when tlie olHce § 32. 

gft:uM.d of governor-goiieral, and tlie clliee of conimander- 
i r gcvciivM, ii,_tliicf of all the forces in India, shall not be vested 

may he npp'MMl- . ... 

ed sec 11 id ill 111 the .same person, sucli commaiider-in-ehief. shall and 
> if specially authorized for thal purpose by the 
said Court of Directors, and not otherwise, be a member ol* the council 
of Fort William ; and tliat when the oflices of governor of Fort St. 

(icorge, and commander in-chief of ilie forces there shall be vested 
in different persons, or the offices of governor of Bombay, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces in Bomba}^ shall he vested in different 
persons, such re.spective commanders- in-chiel‘ shall and may, if 
specially authorized by the Court of Directors, and not otherwise, be 
a member of council at the said respective presidencies ; and when 
any commander-in-ehief shall be appointed a iT?lrnber of any of the 
said councils, such commander shall have rank and precedence at the 
council board next to the governor-general, or governor of the same 
presidency; but no commander-in-chief shall be entitled to any 
salary or emolument in respect of his being a member of any of the 
said councils, unless the same shall be specially granted by the C’ourt 
of Directors of the said Company. 


N 


(5) Provided 
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17»3. 

S3 Geo. i'l 
c. 52. 

5 33. 


35—37. 


§ 65 . 


1805. 

45 Geo. ?f, 
c. 3f;, 

§ 1 . 


(5) Provided always, and be it further enacted, That Commandcr- 
when the cotnmander-in-chief of all the forces in India in-chief in In- 
(not being likewise governor-general) shall happen to _ I*cnc^ 

be resident at either of the presidencies of Fort St. ral when ai Ma- 
George or Bombav, the said connnander-iii-chief 
shall, troni the time oi ins arrival, and during Ins con- ,»f nmncil, and 
tiniiance at such presidency, be a member of the ia»)viiuiul 
council of such presidency, and during tliat period m su 'iii 

the provincial cominander-in-chief of the forces of cmimil and do- 
the same presidency, if he shall he a member of the 
council thereof, shall and may (ontinue to sit and deli- 
berate, but shall not have any voice at the coimidl hoard. 

(G) Ilis Majesty by sign manual, countersigned by the president 
of the Hoard, may remove any otKccr or servant of the Chmipany in 
India. — {I'idc The King.) 

(7) The departure from India of any commander- Dipartnrc rnmi 
in-chief with intent to return to Furopc, shall he 

deemed in law a resignation and avoiilanee of his chi,.r to !)c 
office or employment ; and that the arrival in any part dc imd avoid- 
of Europe of any such commandcr-in-chicf, shall he a „c<r]| 
sufficient indication of such intent, Ilis salary to orders or Dine 
cease on his quitting the presidency, unless on the ' 

known service of tlie Company. 

(8) Wilfully neglecting to execute the orders of the ('ourt of Di- 
rectors to be deemed a misdemeanor. 

(9) Whcrea.s it is expedient that the Court of 
Directors of the United Company of Merchants of 

England trading to tlie Jhist-Indie.s .‘-hould be au- jliitfin Judia 

thorized and enipowered, if they shall think tit, to m the 

, ‘ .. ... pirrson, iJiu 

appoint the coniinaniler oi the military forces of the imnimial com- 

said United Company on the Hengal establishment jiun'dtr -in-diiif 
to be a menilier of the supreme council of I'ort William |||. 
in Ilengal, notwithstanding the office ol’ governor- F«»iid in coumil. 
general of Fort William aforesaid, and tlie office of commander-in-chief 
of all the forces in India, shall be vested in the same person ; may it 
therefore please your Maje^sty that it may lie enacted ; and be it 
enacted by the King s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Jprds spiritual and temporal, and commons, in 
this present Parliarnltit a.sscinblcd, and by the authority of the same, 
That it shall and may be lawful to and for the (’ourt of Directors of 
the said United ('ompany especially to authorize and appoint the 
commander of the military Forces of the said United (.’ompany on 
the Hengal establishment to be a member of the said supreme 
council of Fort William aforesaid, notwithstanding the office of 
governor-general of Fort William afo-esaid, and the office of com- 
mander- 
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niandcr>in-chief of all the forces in India, shall be vested in the same 
person. 

(10) And be it enacted, that when any such commander of the mili- 
tary forces of the said United ('ompany on the Bengal establishment 
shall be appointed a member of the said supreme council, such com- 
mander shall have rank and precedence at the council board next to the 
governor-general, but he shall not succeed to the government of such 
presidency on the happening ol* a vacancy in the oflice of governor- 
general, unless such commander of tlie military forces of the said 
United Company on the Bengal establislnnent shall have been pro- 
visionally appointed to supply the same ; but such vacancy shall be 
supplied by the councillor next in rank at the council board to such 
commander of the military forces of the said United Company on 
the Bengal establishment, any thing contained in an act, passed in 
the thirty-third year of the reign of his preseiit Majesty, intituled, an* 
act for continuing in tlic East- India Company for a further term the 
possession of the British territories in India, together with their 
exclusive trade, under certain limitations ; tor establishing further 
regidations for the government of the said territories, and the better 
administration of justice within the same; for appropriating to certain 
uses the revenues and profits of the said Company ; and for making 
provision for the good order and government of the towns of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay ; or any other law, usage, or custom, to the 
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

(11) Provided always, and he it enacted, that any commander so to 
be appointed a member of the said supreme council as hereinbefore is 
mentioned, shall be subject to recall by the same persons and in the 
same manner, ami shall lum? the same powers, franchises, and autho- 
rities, in all res])ects as a nieiiiher of council, as if he had been ap- 
pointed thereto as eoiiimander-in-chief of all the forces in India. 

,, (12) Vacancies in the office of eommandcr-iii-chief 

\ uCtinc’ii's* ^ 

at Fort William, Fort St. Cleorge, or Bombay, to be 
filled by appointments from the court of Directors subject to appro- 
bation by the King. 

Passnire Moac/y.] — If commander-in-chief of cither presidency is 
resident in England at the time of his appointment, he is entitled to 
passage money, as follow s : 

Commander-in-chief in India dL'2,500 


Ditto at Fort St. George 2,000 

Ditto at Bombay 1,500 


PoU'vr of commuting sent cnee of Death to Transportation. 

Officer commanding-in-ebief instead of causing sentence of death 
to be carried into execution, may order the offender to be transport- 
ed, as a felon, for life, or for a certain term of years ( J'ide .Military 

Forces.) 

N 2 


LAWS. 

1805. 

45 Geo. 3, 
c. 36* 
§2. 


§3. 


1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155, §80. 


J89. 


18 : 3 . 

4 Cuo. 1, 
c. Kl, § 8. 


fetters 
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Letters Patent to Marquess Wellesley^ as CAPTAiN’-CiKNKUAi. 

IN India. 

“ Geor”;e the I'liird, by the grace of (iod, of (ireat llritaiii, hVance, 

“ and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, and so iorth, to all 

*' to whom til esc presents shall come, greeting: 

“ Whereas the United Company of Merchants of Kngland trading 
“ to the Ka>t-Indies by their commission, under the seal of the said 
“ Company, bearing date the sixth day of Octobi r, one thousand seven 
“ hundred and ninety-seven, have appointed oiir right trusty, and 
“ entirelv beloved cousin and councillor, Richard Wellesley, Manpiis 
“ Wellesley, (then Karl of Mornington) of our kingilom of Ireland, 
‘‘ and Raron Wellesley, oi* Wellesley, in our count> of Somerset, in 

“ our kingdom of (ireat Rritain, and Knight of the most illu'^trious 

“ order of Saint Patrick, to be, during the pleasure of the said Com- 
“ pany, governor-general of the presidency of I'ort-Williain in the 
“ bay of Hengal, and of all the towns and territories thereunto 
belonginj;, and of all and simrular tlu‘ forts, fiietorii*s, s»‘ttlements, 
“ lands, territories, countries, and jurisdictions within the sonbahsliip 
“ of Hengal, and of, and for all the aHairs whatsoev er of the' said 
“ (’ompany in tlie hay of Bengal, and other the places and provinces 
thereto belonging, in the Ivi^t- Indies, togither with all and every 
the powers and authoriticN committeil and given to the govern«>r- 
“ general of Bengal, for the time being, by any act or acts of Par- 
lianient then in three ; and by another commission under the 
“ of the said Company, hearing date tin* saint* Hixth day of Octoht r, 
“ one thousand seven leindrtal and ninety-se\ i n, ha\e appointed the 
‘‘ said Richard, Manjiiis Wellesley, governor-general and eomnian- 
“ der-in-ehief of tlie fort ai'il garrison of I'oi t-Willi im in Ih-ngal, of 
“ the town of Calcutta, ami of all the forces whit h thin were or 
“ therccifter should he emplt»>e<l in tlie serv ice of tin* said United 
Compiiny within the said fort, garrison, and town : and the ^aid 
“ Company have also from time to I ime appointed oflieei '* to he eoin- 
“ manders-in-chief ot* their lorees at the .'•aid presi(lene\' of I’’ort- 
“ Wiilium in Bengal, and tin ir pre'.ideii(’ie> •)!’ I'ort St. (ieorge and 
“ Bombay respectively, and also have oceasionallv appointed person- 
to be commanders-in-chief of all the .said ( !()m|).iiiy’s forces in tin* 
“ Last-Indies ; and whereas we liavi* I’rom time to time eaused detaeh- 
“ ments of oiir land forces to ht* employed in the Ka.'^t- Indies, for the 
“ protection of the ifriti.sh territories there, anti the annoyance of onr 
“ enemies in those partrs ; and wher(‘as (lillicnlfies have arisen and 
“ may arise in the direction and em[)loyment of onr sjjid forces, ina.s- 
much fi.s the same are under tin* inunediate etMum nid of officers 
“ comn.issioned by us, ami not ! v the said (’ompanv, and we are 
“ desirous of preventing sueh difiicnhies by giving mitborifv to the 
“ said Richard Alartjuis Wtdls-.slt'y to act as captain-gemM'al and 
^‘commander-in-chief of all mir font -= in tin Kast-Indie.s, and 

. * “ thereby 
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“ thereby to put iiniler liis orders and directions all our land forces, August 
“ as well as the military ibree in the service of the said United Com- ISOO. 

pany which may be employed in those j)arts : Now, know ye, that 
“ we, reposing especial trust and confidence in tlie prudence, courage, 

“ and loyalty of I he said Richrrd, Manjuis Wellesley, have made, 

“ constituted, and a|)pointed, an I do by these pn*sents make, consti- 
“ tute, and appoint the said Ricliird, Marquis Wellesley, our cuptain- 
general and cominander-in-chier of all and singular our land forces 
“ employed or to be (nnplo^ cd in our service within any of the British 
“ territories in India, and in all parts within the limits ol* the exclu- 
‘‘ sive trade of the said United ( 'ompany, dining our pleasure, to order, 

•• do, and jrevibrm all things whatsoever, which do or ought to belong 
“ to ibe oHic(' of onr cajitain-general, and commander-in-chief of 
“ our land Ibrces, witliin the parts aforesaid, and generall}^ to order, 

“ do, and perform all, and whatsoever for us, and in our name ought 
“ to be done, in the command, order, and direction of our said forces, 

“ and also of ail mililary forces whatsoever in the parts aforesaid 
“ ivliich the said Jticliard, IMarijuis 'd'elh'sley, is not authorized and 
I'Mipowered In order, do, and perform by f’orce and virtue of tho 
“ said connnission.s, from the said United Company, it being our 
“ gracious will and intdition by this our commission, to give to tho 
said Richard, Marquis Wellesley, full ])()wer and authority to order, 

“ direct, and control all military forces employed, or to be employed, 

‘‘ in the tirritorics and parts aforesaid, in all (“uses to which the 
“ commissions so granted by the said United C’ompany to the said 
“ Richard, M.;n[iiis WelUslcy, cannot extend for want of po^vers in 
the ^aid ( simpai.y for that purpose; and we do hereby command 
all our officers and soldiers uho are, or sfiall he canployed in our 
“ land service uithin any of the territories and parts aforesaid, to 
** acknowledge and obey the said Rieliard, Marquis W'ellesley, as 
“ their eaj)tain-gc‘neral and coinmander-in-ehief; but, nevertheless, 
we do strictly enjoin and command the said Richard, Marquis 
“ Wellesley, in tlie exercise of the powers and authorities given 
“ to him l)y these presents, to observe and obey all such instruc- 
“ tions, orders, and directions, from time to time, as the said 
“ Richard, Mari|iiis Wellesley, shall receive from the first coniniis- 
“ sioner for the aflairs of India, or from ^ any of our principal 
** scHTctaries of stale ; priwided always, and will and pleasure 
“ is, that if thc^ said Richard, Marquis Wellesley, shall cease to 
“ he governor-general of the presidency of the British territories in 
“ Bengal as aforesaid, then and from thenceforth all and every the 
“ powers and authorities hereby given to the said Rieliard, Marquis 
“ Wellesley, cease, determine, and become void ; any thing herein- 
“ ixmtained to tlu* contrary notwithstanding. In witness whereof, 

“ we have caused these om letters to he made patent. Witness 
“ ourself* at Westminster, the seventh day of August, in the fortieth 
“ year of our reign. 

“ By writ of privy seal.” (Signed) “ Vokkk.” 

N .*5 ‘ ' 
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The charter of Kin" William provides, that sub-committee.^ 
may be appointed for the despatch of business. The t(*rm 
committee arose from the meeting of the twenty-four Directors 
of the old or London Company having l)eeii designated, ante- 
rior to the projected union of the two companies in 1702, a 
Covrt of Committccfi. 

The practice which appears to have prevailed Indore the. union, 
of choosing the several sub-committees immediately after the 
annual election, was followed whc*n that union was com})letc*d 
in 1708. After the first annual election, which took place in 
April 1709, the several coinmittet s wert^ chosen; they consisteil 
of the Committee of Accounts — Ihiying — Corresj)ondence — 
Law’ Suits — Shipping — Treasury — WiiridioU'^t's — and Private 
Trade. In April 1771, the C’ommittet‘ for thi* ^lanagement aiul 
Application of the ^Military, or Lorddivc^s Fund, was added; 
and, in 1781, the C/oinmitleefor Ch>venmienl 'I’roopsand Stores^ 
for the purj)t)se «)f carrying inUi ell’ecl the provisions contained 
in the 17th and 21th .sections of the act of tlie 21st (ica>. Ill, 
cap- 65. In 1784, by tiu* Kith si.-ctioii of the 2Ith CJc*o. Ill, 
cap. 25, the Court of l)irecU>rs were recjuired to appoint a 
Secret Committee, to consi.st of three of their members, who 
by the 26tli (leo. Ill, cap. 16, werci requirc?d to lake the oath 
therein prescrilwid. ^ 

The existing committees for conducting the Affairs of ilic 
East-India C’ompany may be divided into four heads: — 

1st. 'Idle standing Committees of the Court <if Directors. 

2d- '^Idie Committee of Secrecy appointeci hy the act ol 
Parliarrumt. 

3d. The Secret ('oirimerciar Committer. 

4th. The Committee of IJy-Laws. 

Tin, 
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Th<i first class of coiiinilttces consists of 

The Committee of Correspondence, 

l^aw Suits, 

Military Fund, 

Treasury, 

Civil Collej^c, 

Library. 

Tlie mcnibcrs coinposiiijj^ tliesc committees arc the chairman 
and dcpiily-chairmiin and the nine senior Directors. The chair- 
iriaii and tlcpuiy-cliairiiian are members of all committees. 

The l)iisijiess assigned to the Comniillee of C'orkkspond- 
KNCE is by far tlie most extensive. The whole of the advices 
from India in the public, ])oUtical, military, revenue, judicial, law, 
separate and eccJesiasti<'al tlc‘partments, come under their review 
and consitleration ; as also the replies to such despatches before 
they arc submitted for the approbation of the Court of Direc- 
tors. The Conimilloe of C^orrcspojidencc report the iimnber of 
civil, military, aiul medical servants necessary for keeping up the 
esliiblishnients abroad, and on the applicaliims of all such ser- 
vants for leave of al^seiice, or for permission to return to their 
respective presi(lolK•ie^?. All re})resentaUoiis and applications 
(i)r reilress oi' grievances or pecuniary demands from the Com- 
pany’s servants are, in the first instance, decided by this 
c!onnnittee, and likewise the various subjects growing out of the 
4*mployineiit of tlu' royal navy, and of liis Majesty’s troops in 
India. The recruiting department is under tlie C\>iiiinittec of 
Correspoiidcmee, to wliom it also beh>ngs to submit such ap- 
])ointments as may be necessary in the secretary’s, examiner’s, 
auditor’s, military secretary’s, military fund, and treasury de- 
partments, to the ilecision ef tlie Court of Directors, as well as 
the stationing of the several ships for iheh' respective voyages. 

ft belongs to the C’ommittee f>f Correspondence to issue the 
secret instructions to the commaiulers of the Company’s ships 
as to the course they are to proceed on the voyage to and 
from Iiulia and Chinn, and in iluj time of war to apply to 
the Admiralty for convoys, and for devising and taking such 
precautions as the committee may deem necessary for their 
safety with regard to signals and otherwise. 


The 
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The Committee of Law Suits directs prosecutions and de- 
fences in all suits in which the Company are parties, and also 
takes cognizance of whatever becomes (he subject of litigation 
either abroad nr at home, communicating with llie other 
committee in wliose department tlie subject litigated may ori- 
ginate. All bills of law charges are examined and reported 
on by the committee of Law Suits to the court. 

The Committee for the Management and A})pIication of the 
Miuitauy Fund was appointed to carry into eilect a deed of 
agreement enteretl into between tlie Company and tlie first 
Lord ClHre on the (ith April l7Td. 'fhe sum given by 1:5 ? 
Lordsliip was 'I'he Nabob of lieiigal added £37,700, 

which sums, together wirli the further sum of .Di !*, I2S, being 
the interest due l)y the C\)mpany on the? casli notes granted 
on account r)f the two first-meiitioncal sums, foriiu’d the original 
capital with interest on the whole at the rate of eight p(*r cent. 
The fund was established for the relii f of ollicers and 

soldiers, invalids, or superannuated, their widows, ami the 
widows of officers and soldiers dying in tlu‘ service. The C’oiirt 
of Directors, for the time being, are trustees for tlu* due a)>pli- 
cation of the proceeds, which are to be distributeil, as nearly as 
possible, under regulations similar to thos(‘ for paying Chelsea 
pensioners. 

Every commissioned fiffieer is to lake an oath, btd'ore he is 
atlmittetl, that he is not ])ossessed of, or i-ntitled to, re:il anil 
personal cstati* ; 

A Cblom.l of . • . . £ 1,1)00 

J^ieiitenan t-ColoJiel 3,000 

Major 2,o00 

Captain 2,000 

Lieutenant 1,000 

Ensign 750 

All c<)mmissiom‘d staff or warrant officers have half the orili- 
nary stfited pay they enjoyed whilst in service; sergeants of 
horse artillery, IV/. per day, and such as have lost a limb, Is.: 
privates of the artillery, (V/, and such as have lost a limb, IV/. 
Ollier non-commissioned officius a?iil ])rivat<*s, per day. 

All pensions commence from the time of their respective dc- 
iiarkations in England. 

Thr 
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The Avidows to bring evidence thiit tlieir husbands did not 
die possessed of the sums beforementioned : the pensions to be 
paid during widowhood. If parties arc insane, the pension to 
be paid to the churchwardens of the parish towards the pen- 
sioner’s subsistence. 

In the event t)f the C.\>inpany having no military force in 
India in tlieir actual ])ay or service, then the fund is to be ap- 
})lied in the same manner to the support of the invalided marine 
servants or tlieir widows; and if the C’oinj>any sliould cease to 
emjiloy troops or marine, then the sum out of which the fund 
originally arose reverts to the representatives of the donor. 

^lie Committee of THnAsuav ])rovi(les, agreealdy to the 
order of Court, for the ))aymc*nt of dividends and of the in- 
terest on boiuls, and negotiates whatever loans the Company’s 
credit may at any tiini- require. Tlie\’ also purchase when 
required all bullion for cNportatioii, and arrange the sale of 
such sjiecie as may be sent home from India. They affix tlie 
Company’s seal to the counterparts of cliarter-parlies, siipra- 
cargoes’, faclor.'v’ and writers’ covenants — to any bonds given at 
the Custom-House, and to whatever bonds or deeds the Court 
may orcU r. 'idiey examine the state of the Com])any^s cash, 
and Judge on all applications on the loss of bonds or any 
other money tJ*ansactions. 

I'he Committee of f.Vr/7 Collec.i: has the superintendence of 
the regulations Ibr the government of that instil ntion, and re- 
ports on tlie nomination of the pi'fifessors and students to the 
college, and to the flliK*ss of latter for appoiiitiiieiit as 
writers. 

The second class of coimiiillces compreheiids 

The C\)minitlcc of Buying and Warehouses, 

Accounts^ 

House, 

Military Seiiiinary. 

The six members iu‘xt in seniority to those forming the 
Committee of Correspondence comjiose the ahove-mentioiied 
cominitlees. 

The business allotted to the Camimitlee of lU-viNo and 
W AiiEJioiiSKs is the inanagemeiil and siiporiiiteiidcnce of the 

Company’s 
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Company’s commercial concerns, both exports and imports ; 
arranging and suiting the orders sent abroad to the state of the 
markets at liome; the control of the servants employed in 
ascertaining that the articles procureil arc of a proper quality, 
and obtained at fair rates of cost; devising means for con- 
veying these articles to England, providing for landing and 
putting them in the warehouses, arranging the order of sales, 
and collecting and digesting the opinions as to forming proper 
future provision for the trade; providing and superintend- 
ing the purchase and export of the military stores for siu- 
vice in I|^ia, as well as the purchase of certain specified arti- 
cles of export, such as lead, woollens, &c. This committee 
settles contracts with the dyers, appoints tradesmen, gives 
directions respecting cloth and Jong ells, whieli are hroiight 
in their white state to pass through the ])rocess which fils them 
for the market ; and after tliey are returned f**oui the tlyer, 
for tlieir being fine-tlrawii, plaincil, pressed, and pr(>perly 
packed for slu]>ping. It likewise issues orders for the iliirercnt 
goods being sent on hoard the several ships, audits the trades- 
men's accounts, and directs and controls the extensive ware- 
house establishments at home. 

'J'hc business of the Committee of A( ( oi n ts is to e xamine 
whatever relates to bills of exchange and certificates granted 
in India or China, or elsewhere, on tlie (’ompany, and to com- 
pare advices with the hills, i^c., whc‘n preseiiiril for acceptance : 
to examine the estimate and actual accounts of cash or of 
stock formed for the use of the C'«>urt of Director^, olThe J^ord.s 
of his Majesty’s '^I'reasury, and of Parlianuait. 'I\> this com- 
mittee is immediately sub.servienl the Accountant’s OHice, with 
its dependencies, and tlie ’^rraiisfer ( )ITiee, in which' letters of 
attorney lor the sale and transfer of the C’oiupany’s sl»>ek and 
annuities are investigated. 

'J'lic business assigned to the Co-MMiTTf:i: oi' IIorsE is 
limited. It issues onlers for tlie necessary repairs and altera- 
tions rerpiired at the India House; and regulates all the internal 
arrangements of the estahlislinient. 

To tlie Mini rAHY SiiMiNAitv belongs ilu* framing 

regulations for the governiiieiit of life estahlishiiieiit at Addis- 
combe, the appointment of the lieutenant-governor and other 

officers 
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officers and professors, and oi' the cadets who are to study 
there ; as also the appointment of cadets for general service, as 
well as of the assistant-surgeons for the Company's service in 
India. 

The third class of coinniittees coniprchends 
The Committee of Shipping, 

Private Trade. 

The Committee of Shippino lifts the purchase of the stores 
for the voyages. It has to settle terms with the owners of 
freighted ships, and to examine the qualifications of the com- 
manders and officers. It has the distribution of the outward 
cargoes, and superintends the raising and allotting the recruits 
to he sent to India in each ship. It examines and passes the 
volunteers for tlie marine. It directs the agreement for and 
payment of seamen’s wages, outward and homeward. It 
superintends ihu regulation and allowances of private trade 
outward to the coimnanders and officers of tlte Company’s 
ships. It issues orders for building, repairing, and fitting out 
the ships, packets, &c., of* wiiicli the Company arc proprie- 
tors; and it [)rovides for the embarkation of his Majesty’s 
troops, when ordered on service in the Kast-Iiidies. 

To the Cknnmittee of Private Trade is allotted the duty 
of preparing the cliai ter-parties, of adjusting the accounts of 
freiglit of goods carried out in tlic C\)inpany’s cliartercd ships, 
and of the deinorage payable on their sailing from England; of 
examining the commanders on tlu ir arrival from their respec- 
tive voyag(*s, to ascertain whether they have complied with 
the orders and instructions given them by the C'oiirt of Direc- 
tors, aiul by the Company’s servants abroad ; of determining 
on tlic claims of the owmers of chartered ships, in respect to the 
“ earnings” of fr(?ight and demorage, adjusting the accounts 
between them and the Company, and ordering the payments 
to be made to them ; of regulating the indulgences in private 
trade homeward; of comparing the accounts of private trade 
home, w it.li the quantities and species allow^cd an<l manifested, 
in order to discover whether the established regulations have 
been complied wjtli ; and of considering and determining on 

the 
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the several applications which may be made on private trade, 
exceeding the allowances wdiich may not be duly manifested. 

The Coimnittees for Goveunmk nt Troops and Scores, and 
for Preventing tlie Growth of Private Trade, arc abolished. 

The forcjCfoiiitj is a brief summarv of the various duties which 
devolve upon the several committees to prepare and submit 
for the final approbation of the Court of Directors. 

2d. The Committee of Secrecy apj)i)inted by Act of Par- 
liament may be termed the Secret Political Committee. 

Wh^^he Company’s concerns began to assume the mixed 
aspects of commerce and revenue, it became dilficult to as- 
sign to any of the standing committees, either the ])olitical 
interferences with the Indian princes, of whose sovereignties 
their foreign governments had heeome slmrca-s or allies, or to 
manage the political connexion which tlie Company now 
necessarily had with the t^xeciitive government. As early as 
the pec.ee of 1718, and while the political straggle bclueen 
tlie Freiicli and English on tin* Coroiiiamlel C'oast was ol)- 
viouslv the liarbinger of a war, a Secret C'ommiltee was 
appointed and began to take an important leail in the 
C’onijjany's domestic and foreign affairs. As the war lie- 
iween England and I’ranee assumed a more serious as|)(*el, 
the Secret Committee, besiiles its first character, was entrusted 
with the conduct of tlie Camipany’s military and na\al affairs; 
hud the charge of providing for the safety of their chartenal 
and trading ships, and authority to enter into such treaties 
and alliances with the Indian powers as might In* thought 
requisite for tin* {ireservalion and firotection of the factoritvs 
or the districts depending on them. 'I’hese powers of tin: 
Secret (’ommittee were nnewed and enlarged during the 
I 75 fiti»i;i. wliolc course of the war, extending not only to the set- 
tlements on the peninsula, but to tlieir establidiments 
making on the west coast of Sumatra, for tin* purpose' of pro- 
moting commerce in that quarter of the (’oinpanyVs limits. 
While the arms of Britain were, making rapid acquisitions, 
particularly towards the close of this war, the Secret (\»m- 
mittee began to be invested with liiore spi'cifie powers, viz. 
I hose of conferring with the King's ininislers, on the proper 

and 
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and eiFectual plans for seconding the efforts of Government, 
in reducing the Manillas; of soliciting the Admiralty for con- 
voys to the Company’s ships; of opening such packets as 
might be addressed to the committee only, and communicating 
the contents to the Court of Directors, or not, as they might deem 
it prudent that the contents should he known; and of consulting 
wdlh ministry on the measures for securing the C>omj)any’s pos- 
sessions and privileges of commerce, in the treat}^ of peace 
which now appeared to be a|)proaching. To this Secret Com- 
mittee, also, upon the same })rinciple of securing to the Corn- 
pan}^ their recent acquisitions, were confided the duty of soli- 
citing the assistance of the excicutive })ower, to ^i^hable tlie 
Company to retain the possession of Masiilipatam, as ceded by 
Salibat Jung. Similar jjowers with these already referred to, 
of opening packets which miglit be addressed to them, and of 
laying such parts only of them before the C<>urt of Directors 
as it might be thought prudent to divulge, were renewetl to 
this committee* for seventeen siieeessive years. 

As the late g(*neral war approached, tlie powers of the Secret 
Committee were, in a measure, limited to the Chairman and 
Deputy-Chairman only, who were vested with the wliole exe- 
euiive authority of the Company, that they might watch over 
the gem-ral safety ol* their dominions and trade. From 17TS, 
till the j)assing t)f the act in 1781, instituting the India Hoard, 
the S<*eret Committee alone communicated with the King’s 
ministers on the ja)ruical interests of the Company. In that 
act it was declaretl to be a fixed j>art of the domestic esta- 
blishment of the Comj)any ; and the Court of Directors w'ere 
n*qiiiivd, from time to lime, to appoint a secret committee, 
to consist of any number of the Court not exceeding three 
members.” In 178(5, b}' the 2filli Geo. Ill, cap. Iff, the 
members of the connnillee w ere recpiired to take an oath of se- 
crecy, ami tlie parlies w’lio miglil be employed in transcribing or 
preparing any st'cret despatch, Avere likew ise to be sworh. The 
oath prescrilu’d in 1 78(> was renewed in the same lerinl; in the 
act of 179^1 ; but in 1813, by the 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155, sec. 
74, an addition is made to such oath, prohibiting the disclosure 
of all tles])atcbes receivc’d from India aildrc'ssed to the Secret 
Committee, as well as those sent to India Avithout authority 

frimi 
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from the Board of Coinniissioners for tlie Affairs of India. 
The despatches from India are to be sent by the Governments 
there to the Secret Committee, who are immediately to for- 
ward the same, or copies thereof, to the Board. 

Two other secret committees are ordained by the by-laws; 
the one for selecting and settling all matters relating to signals, 
places of rendezvous, ami convoys with the admiralty. It con- 
sists of the members of the Committee of Correspondence, 
and has already been noticed. 

The other is the Secret Commercial Committee, first ap- 
pointed ii^ 1815 under the by-laws. It consists of five direc- 
tors, of '^om the chairman and dej>iity are to be two ; the 
other three members are chosen one from each of the Com- 
mittees of Correspondence, Buyingand Warehouses, and Ship- 
ping. It is nominated for the purpose of carrying into effect 
such commercial objects under the instruction of tlie Court of 
Directors as shall be of a nature to ref[uire secrecy; and the 
proceedings of the coinniittee are to he reported to the Court 
w'henever the same can be done with safety to the interests of 
the Company. Such report has been invariably made every 
year at the close of the tlirection in the month of April. 

The Committee of By-Laws is described under the head of 
« Bv-Liws/^ 

Every report from the committees appointed by the Court 
of Directors, to be valid, must be signed ami laid lieforc the 
Court of Directors within eight days from the date of its ])ussing 
the committee. 

The Committees <if Buy ing and Warehousivs ami Sliipping 
are required by the by-laws to report to the Court of l)i rec- 
tors, at least ten days before the ships are taken up, the quan- 
tity of tonnage necessary for the service of the current year ; 
and the tonnage to be contracted for is to be proportioned to 
such reports, provided the Court of Directors shall approve 
the same. ' 
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LAWS. 

Busings may (I) Provided nevertheless, that ail matters and things 
be done by sub- which the said Directors, or the major part of them, 
committees. ghall' jn manner as aforesaid order and direct to be 
done by sub-committees, or other persons appointed under them, 
shall and may, by virtue of such orders, be done by tlic said sub- 
committees, or other persons so appointed. 

Secret Coynmittee originally established in 1784. 

Board may send Provided also, and be it further enacted, that if 

orders to the Sc< the Board of Commissioners shall be of opinion that 
of^Dlrectorr^^ Subject matter of any of their deliberations con- 
who shall trails- cerning the levying war, or making peace^. itir treating 
mit the si^mc to negotiating with any of the native princiW or states 
in India, intended to he communicated in orders to 
any of the governments or presidencies in India, shall he of a nature 
to require secrecy, it sliall and may be lawful for the said Board to 
send theh* orders and instructions to the Secret Committee of the 
said Court of Directors, to Ixi appointed as is by this a(;t directed, 
who shall thereupon, without disclosing tlie same, transmit their 
orders and desjiatchcs, according to the tenor of the said orders and 
insruetions of the said Board, to the respective governments and 
presidencies in India ; and that the said governments and presidencies 
shall he bound to pay a faithful obedience thereto, in like manner as 
if such onlcrs and instructions had been sent to them by the said 
Court of Directors. 

Dirocior-i lo ap- (.*1) And bc it furtlicr enacted, that rho said Court of 

point a SctiLt l)irci:tors shall from time to time appoint a Secret 

Coiiiiniftco, who . ... , 

shall take an C oinmittcc, to consist ot any number not exceeding 

three of the said Directors, for the particular purposes 

in this act specified ; which said Directors so appointed shall, before 

they or any of tlieiii shall act in the execution of the powers and 

trusts hereby reposed in tliem, take an oath. 

Secret Con) init- (4) And, that instead of the oath in the act of the 
teo to take the Parliament of (jicat- Britain of the thirty-third year of 
stenT of^Vornier present Majesty, required to he taken by the se- 
oath. vcral Directors, who shall from time to time be ap- 

pointed a Secret Committee, they shall take an oath of the tenor 
following ; that is to say — 

“ I, A. B., do swear, that I will, according to the bi^$t of niy 
“ skill and judgment, faithliilly execute the several trusts and powers 
“ reposed in me as a member of the Secret Committee, appointed 
“ by the C’ourt of Directors of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the East Indies; I will not disclose or make 
known any of the secret orders or instructions which shall bc 
given, communicated or transmitted to the said committee by the 
“ Commissioners for the Afiairs of India, nor any despatches com- 

“■ luuiilcated 
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1793. 

S3 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, 

§ 20 . 


§ 31 . 


1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c. ir.5, 
$75. 


** municated or transmitted to the said committee by miy of the 
“ governments or presidencies in India, which relate to the levying 
** of war pr the making of peace, or treating or ncgociating with 
“ any of the native princes or states of the East-Indies, or other 


“ parts within the limits of the aaid Company’s cliarter, save only to 
“ the other members of the said Secret Committee, or to the per- 
“ son or persons who shall be duly nominated and employed in 
“ transcribing or preparing the same respectively, unless I shall be 
** authorized by the said Commissioners to disc1o.se and make known 
“ the same.” — “ So help me God.” 

Which said oath shall and may he administered by the several and 
respective members of the said Secret Committee to each other; 
and, being so by them taken and subscribed, the same shall be 
recorded by the secretary of the said (’ourt of Directors for the 
time being amongst the acts of the said C’oiirt. 

(5) And be it further enacted, that if the said Secret iK-simuhcs of 
Committee, in the execution of their said powers and 
trusts, shall find it necessary to employ any person in ouly Tv 

transcribing or preparing an}' secret des[)atches, orders, rlu* Stcivtai y oV ” 

or instructions required to he transmitted by them to oi In- 

* , 1 1 . • 1 • 1 *1 1 nnin CorrespoM- 

India under the direction of this act, the said de.s. dina*, who shall 

patches, orders, and instructions shall he transcribed take an oath of 

and prepared cither by the secretary of the Court of 

Directors for the time being, or by the officer called the examiner of 

Indian correspondence for the time being, and by no oilier person or 

persons, unless with the approbation and coinenl of the said boiu'd of 

commissioners for the affairs of India, for that pur[)osc first liad and 

obtained ; and that as well the said secretary and examiner as every 

other person who shall he intrusti’d with the transcribing or |)re- 

pariiig any of such despatches, orders, or in.>t ructions, .sliall, helhrc 

they respectively enter up<»ii (hut duty, take and suhscrihe, before any 


of the meiiibers of the said secret eominittee, an oath of secrecy os 
near unto the tenor and form of tlie oath heri inhefore provided and 
directed to be taken by the members of the said Secret C’ommittee a.s 
the case will admit ; and the members of the said committee, or any two 
of them, are hereby authorized and lecuiired to fraine and adinini.ster 
such oath accordingly, and to attest tlu^ taking and subscribing of the 
same by the said secretary and examiner, and all other persons who 
shall be employed liy them as aforersaid, and to cause (he same to he 
recorded amongst the acts of the said (’ourt of Directors. 

(6) And he it further enacted, tliat the secretary of 
the said Court of Director.^, or the examiner of Indian Mcm y to he 
corrcspondcnco, or any other person employotl l)y llie 
Secret Committee, in preparing or tran.scrihing any p.nrini^ or trans- 
secret despatches, orders, or invtruetions, reejuired to 
be transmitted by them to India, under the direction of 
the said act of Parliament of (ireat Britain of the thirty-third year of 

liis 
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his Majesty's reign, or any secret despatches received from the 
governments or presidencies in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, 
shall, .before they respectively enter upon that duty, take and sub- 
scribe, before any of the members of the said Secret Committee, an 
oath of sccresy, as near uiilo the tenor and form of the oath herein- 
before provided and directed to be taken by tlie members of the said 
Secret Committee, us the case will admit, in such manner as by the 
same act of the thirty-third year of his present Majesty is required in 
regard to the oath thereby directed to he taken by persons employed 
in preparing and transcribing secret despatches intended to be sent to 
India. 


IVcsideiifios in 0) Ih'ovided also, and he it turther enacted, that 
l.idia iiiu>> stMul wheii any of the governments or presidencies in India 

dcspnulKs to !!k* of Opinion that any of their despiitclie« to 

Secret Coni.nit- i -i 

lee, wlio shall vireat Hritain, concerning the government ot the said 

deliver thorn to territories and acquisitions, or the levying war, or mak- 
the iioarJ. peace, or negociations or treaties with any of the 

native princes or states of India, shall be of‘ a nature to require the 
same to be kept secret, it shall he lawful for the said governments or 
presidencies respeclively to address their despatches reejuiring such 
secrecy, under cover, sealed with their seals, unto the said Secret 
Committee of Directors of the said Company, for the inspection of 
such committee, and that immediately upon the arrival of such des- 
patches so addressed, the said Secret Committee of Directors shall 
deliver the same or copies thereof to the said Board. 


^ ,, . (8) And be it lurther enacted, that from and after 

bveret Commit- ' ' . . 

tiv not to dis- the passing ot this act, where any ol the governments 
tlow dospatclu-s or presidencies in the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid 
preskU-nrios re- sh‘^ll» uiulci* the provisions of the said first-mentioned 
lativc to war, act of tlic thirty -third year of his present Majesty, 


^[ons^^^unuT" despatches to the Secret Committee of 

aiitliorizeil by Directors of the said United Company, for the in- 
the Hoard of spection of such committee; tlie said Secret Com- 
CoiiniiibhioiiLrs. Directors slmll not disclose or make known 


the contents of any such despatches which relate to the levying of 
war or the making of peace, or treating or negotiating with any of 
the native princes or states of the East-Indies, or other parts witliln 
the limits of the said Company’s charter, until they shall be autho- 
rized by the Board of Commissioners for the Atiairs of India so to do. 
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33 Ge.>. 3, 

c. iVJ.. 
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1813. 

53 Go«». 3, 
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B Y - L A W S. 

Election of Committees in Genera! Court, 

F3tictii)ns t i' That in all elections of comniittees made by hal- c. 7, § 9. 

IidU* in ^ ^ genera', court, the same method (so near as the 

gviural court, case will admit) shall he observed ; imder such penal- 

o tics 
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Bt.Laws. ties as are before prescribed, concerning the election ^ mauagea 
of directors . — ( Vide Court of Directors.) 'dwtiou rf 

Directors. 

Secret Committee for Signalsy 

c. 5, § 1. That a Committee of Secrecy, besides the Secret Powers of tho 
Committee authorized by tlie act of the 33d Geo. Ill, Committee of 
cap. 52, be annually appointed by the Court of Direc- 
tors ; and that the only subjects of reference to the said Committee of 
Secrecy shall be the soliciting and settling of all matters relative to 
signals, places of rendezvous, and convoys with the Admiralty. 

Secret Comynerciiil Committee. 


5, § 2. That the Court of Directors be empowered, so 
oflcn as it shall appear to them to be necessary, to ap- 
point a committee, to consist of live directors, of whom 
the chairman and deputy are to be two, for carrying 
into effect such commercial objects, under the instruc- 
tion of the Court of Directors, as shall be of a nature 
to require secrecy ; and that the committee so appoint- 
ed, shall report their proceedings to the court, w hen- 
ever the same, in their judgment, can be done witli safety to the inte- 
rests of the Company, and within the period to which the duration of 
such committee >hall be limited. 


Court of Dirrc- 
tors may a|>|K>int 
a secret commit- 
tee for commer- 
cial oljjvcts, who 
ar<» to report their 
procmlings to 
the court when 
the same can be 
(tone with safety. 


Report < to he laid before Court ivithin eight dai/s. 
c. 5, 5'h That the report of every coiiimittue appointed by Itepon ofcom- 
the Court of Directors, shall be signed and laid he- ll'i. 

fore a Court of Directors within eight days. Conn of Direc- 

tors within eight days. 

'ionnap^r fjt the season to he reported. 

L, § 5. That the Committee of Ihiying and Warehouses 

and Committee of Shipping slmll report to the Court he madt* to Uu* 

of Directors, at least ten days before the ships are «f D«rcc- 
, , , ^ ' /. 1 OH* f on- 

taken up, tlic <|uaritity of tonnage ncce.s.sary for tfie waiucd for 

service of the current year ; and that the tonnage to the current year. 

be contracted for shall be proportioned to those reports, provided the 

Court of Dft-ectors sliall approve the same. 


4, § 7. 


c I -1. 


Treasury Committee not to have unlimited vote (f credit, and not to con- 
sist (f less than three Alemhers. 


That no unlimited vote of credit shall he given by 
the Court of Directors to the Comniitt<‘c of Treasury 
on the Company’s account. 

TJiat the quorum of the (Vnnmittee of 3‘rcasury 
shall never consist of less than three Directors. 


No iinlimiti’d 
vole of credit to 
he giv('n to the 
Cuiiiinitt.ee of 
Treasury. 

Three to hr a 
i|iiorinn of the 
C'oiiimittcc of 
Treasury. 
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Under the charter granted by Queen Eli/abetli in 1600, 
it was ordained that a governor and twenty-four rommitlees^ 
iis the members were then designated, slioiiUl be ehosen annu- 
ally for the management of all the affairs of the Governor 
“ and Company of Merchants of I^omhm trading to the East- 
“ Indies,” which was their corporate name. It was likewise 
provided that a dcpnty-gcivernor should be elected in a gene- 
ral court. 

In 1698 tlic new company was incorporated, under the deno- 
mination of llic East-Iiidia C’ompany, by Eing William 

III. I n the choice of governor and committees, the same 
system was observed by the Engli.sh Company as that wbieli 
bad been established by the old or London Coinj>any. Tlu' 
London Company’s exclusives jwivileges of trade were to cease 
ill 1701 ; so far, bowc*ver, from being intimidated by the jiowers 
vested in the Englisb Company, they determined to continue 
to trade on such j)ortion of that company’s stock for which 
they had subscribed, and thus retain the rights and privileges 
which they had aecpiired. Hie English (.Tunpany, after having 
made three advances in payment of their subscripl ions, Jbuiid 
their stock depressed in price, anti the public opinion of their 
credit beginning to waver, and they acconlingly iiiatlc the first 
overtures to the TaukIoii Company for a coalition. Fruitless 
iiegocialioiis were carried on for some time, during wliicli in- 
telligence was received by the London Coiuj)any of the alarm 
which their tbreign settlements hatl taken, on heariiig t>f th«‘ 
establishment of the 12nglish Company. They immediately ;ul- 
dressed their agents abroad, urging them not to be dismayed 
at what the eommitlees deseribed as a blustering storm, 
which was so far Ironi tearing them up, that it i»nly a little 
sjiook the roots, and made them iherely take the better 
“ bold, ami grow the firmer and fionrisli the fiisit r.” 

o ri 


Lpoii 



196 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


Upon the petition of the .London Conipany to be continued 
a corporation, a bill passed ParHaincnt in February 1699, 
as was then the custom on private bills, the parties prayed 
permission to attend the King, to entreat that his Majesty 
would be graciously pleased to give it his royal assent. Per- 
mission having been given to the London Ci>iiipany to attend 
his Majesty, the governor and committees, with about one 
hundred proprietors, accompanied by the lord mayor, sheriils, 
and six of the aldermen of London, obtained an audience of 
his Majesty at Kensington, on the 8th March 1699, at which 
the King was pleased to assure tln^ni of his favour and pro- 
tection, and recommended an union of the two companies to 
their serious consideration, as it was his o])iiiioii that it would 
be most for the interest of the India trade. In July 1702, 
after much preliminary discussion, an Indenture Tripartite was 
pxissed under the great seal. It was dt*serilH*d as the C'liAiiTiiii 
OF Union, and took effect in 1708, until which period it was 
agreed that a court ol‘ tirvntij-fuHr mannyers shouhl he appoint- 
ed, twelve to he chosen from each company for carrying on the 
trade. Tlie charter of the English Company w'as to be con- 
sidered the charter of both, and the name of the company in 
future was to be the Ignited Co'^re.vNv of IVIeiu iiants of 
England tuaihnc; to the East- Ln dies, whose affairs were to 
be conducted by their own directors, agreeably to the charter 
granted in pursuance of the lOth of King William. In 1798, 
under the award of the Lord High '^I'n»asurer, Lord ChHlolphin, 
the union was coniplete<l; and, on the 2r>th March 1709, the 
first general court of the United ('ompaiiy was held. 

On the 15th April 1709, the first Iweiity-fonr directors were 
e*leetcd, and on the 2lst of that month the several committees 
were appointed in the Codvt of Directors. It appc'ars to hav<'. 
been the custom for the director?! severally to take- llie chair 
for a w'cek each. In 1713, it was recommended in a repi»rl 
from the Committee of liy-I^aws, that the year should he. 
divided itito four periods^ each pi‘riod to consist of three 
months, and that for each three months a chairman and deputy 
ahould be cliosem 

At a General Courl, on the 5th March 17 N-, a resolution 


was 



COURT OF DIUECTORS. 


VJ7 

was. moved and adopted, that when the directors were uiinually 
chosen, the court, at their first meeting, should elect out of 
themselves two persons, the one to he chairman, the other 
deputy chairman for the whole year. On the 14th April fol- 
lowing, being tiu; first court day after the election, a chairman 
and deputy-chairman were chosen by the ballot, whiclj course 
is now prescribed by the by-laws. From that time twenty-four 
directors wine elected annuall}', and a chairman and deputy 
chosen at the first court after the election ; at which court the 
committees were also nominated. 

In March 1733, a proposition was submitted to the General 
Court for precluding any director, should he be elected four 
years successively, from filling the offices of cliairinan and 
deputy-chairman more than once during thi* .said term : it was 
negatived. In June 1731, a by-law was enacted, by which no 
])roprictor, after he had served as a director lor lour years, 
could be re-elected until he should have been one year out 
of the direction. 

This regulation was incorporated in die act of the 13LhGe(). i 
III, cap. (53, commonly called the Uegulating Aet, wliicli was 
the first legislative |>rovision passed for the general government 
of the Company’s allairs subsequent to the charter of King 
William, with the exception of the enactments as to the decla- 
ration of dividends and the commencement and termination 
of a ballot. 

The qiialilicalioiis for a director, and liie laws’ applicable 
to directors iiidividitally, will be first briefly noticed, after 
wdiich the constitution of the C\)urt of Directors, as a body, 
and the laws by which their proceedings are governed. 

Hy the charier of King William, die directors are to be 
ejected from die body of proprietors, and no proprietor is 
capable of being chosen a director, w’ho shall not at the time 
of such choice he a natural-born .subject of England, or natu- 
rali/ed, and have in his own right and for bis own use two 
thousand pounds or more stock. Neither can he continue to 
be a diri'cLor longer than he is in pos.scssion of such stock ; it 
is not necessary (as in the case of voting) that lie sliould luive 
possessed the stock for any jirescribcd time to make him eligi- 
ble for the dii’cctiuii. 

o 3 Within 
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Within ten days after his election, he is required to take an 
oath before the Lord Ilii^h Chancellor, or Keeper of the Great 
Seal, or the Chancellor <»f the Kxcheqiicr, or Chief Baron of 
the Kxcheqiier, or before any two or more of the Directors : if 
he shall not take such oath within the prescribed period of ten 
days his election is to become void. 

A director is liable to be displaced by the procet^din^s ol 
two General Courts; at the first of which the grounds for tlu' 
motion of removal are to be briiught forward ; and at the 
second the (jueslion is to bt' ilecided by the voti‘s of the pro- 
prietors then present. 

A director of the I‘-::st-Tiu!ia C'ompany is not to be a direc- 
tor of the Hank or South Sea (‘ompany at the sam<‘ time. 

No person luo ing bet^n in i>tHce in Irulia is capable of In'iiig 
chosen a ilirt‘ctor until In* shall havt‘ retunuil ti> and been 
resitleiU in faiglantl two years. It is likewise prescribed by 
the by-laws, that any person bi-ing eh'cted a ilirector within 
two years after hohling any maritime office in the service of 
the Company is liablt* tc» be removetl. 

No director is to have any dealings with tiu; Company, ex- 
cept at their public sales, neither is be to voti‘ on a lot of goods 
wherein be may be* concerned. A director is not to take any 
fee or reward, directly or indirectly, upon any account what- 
soever, relating to the business or affairs of the C(»mpany, 
under pain of n rnoval. When a tlireelor goes beyond sea, be 
is required to make a repm t then of to tlu* Court of Direc- 
tors; and should lie eonlimie lieyond sea twelve months, lie is 
liable to be removed from bis office; alsti, if lie shall hold any 
office or place of emoJimient under the crown. No director is 
to trade to or from India otherwises than in the jtunt stock of 
the Company, or transact any kind of l)iisiriess for persons resi- 
dent in India, for aii}' gain or i*nioliiment whatever. 

The origin of the Compaii3'’s designation as the Uniticd 
C oMPAxy, the <|iialificatioii for a Diiikctor, and the Jaws 
affecting Dihectous liaving been pointed out, tlie constitution 
of the CouR'r i>r Dihectors will now he noticed. 

There arc twenty-four directors, six of wlioni are elected 
annually, in the room of six, %ho, having served four years, 
retire, and arc not eligible to be re-clecfed till they have been 
one year out of the direction. By 
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By the act of the 13th Geo. Ill, it was provided, instead of 
electing twenty-four Directors each year, that, at the first 
annual election after the passing of that act, six Directors 
should be chosen for four, six for three, six for two years, 
and six for one year; and that, at each siil>se(juent annual 
election, six Directors should be elecU^d for four years, in tlie 
room of six who were to vacate thcar seals. It appearing 
that, in the year 1777, the election would fall on Sunday the 
13th of April, coiinscrs opinion was taken whether it could 'not 
be deferred till the Monday following; it however appeared 
that under the act it was imperative the election should take 
place on tlie Sunday. The 17th Geo. Ill, cap. 8, was ac- 
cordingly })asse(l, fixing Wednesday, (het Kith of Ajiril 1777, 
for the day t>f election, in the room of Sunday the 13tli; 
and jiroviding that for the future the general election should 
take place on the second ^Vednosday in the niontli of April in 
every year. 

'Die twenty-four Directors so elected, having taken the 
prescribed oath, wluui assembled are designatt‘d l)y the charter 
of King W'iHiaiu, A Gorier or Dikki toks, which Directors or 
any thirteen of them are competent to order, manage, and 
direct the aiVairs of tlie Company, according to the acts of Par- 
liament and by-law's wliich may from lime to time be passed 
for their governineiit aiul tlirection. Ji is ordained by^ the 
by-law's, that in the first C'oiirt of Direclvirs wdiieli is lield 
after the annual election, a chairman and deputy-chairman 
are to be chosen by the ballot. It is likew'ise ordained by the 
by-laws, that a Court of Directors shall be held once in every 
\veek. A Court constituted in the manner before mentioned 
is the executive liody of tlie East-Iiidia Company, and pos- 
sesses full power aiul authority' to direct all matters con- 
nected with the a Hairs of India, both at home and abroad 
(excepting such tis relate to the committees of secrecy) sub- 
ject to the parliamentary restrictions contained in tlie various 
acts which have bee^ passed for the government of the Com- 
pany, 

• In case of death, removal, or utlierwibC, the Director who may be elected on 
5ueh vacancy is to bo chosen to serve th^^^inainder of tlic term for which tlie person 
who occasions the vacancy had to serve. 
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panj’, as well as to tlic powers of superintendence and control 
vested in the Board of Cominissioncrs for the A flairs of India, 
and to the concurrence and approbation on various points of 
the General Court of Proprietors. 

Notwithstanding the restrictive authorities above adverted 
to, it rests with the Court of Directors to frame and originate 
ill the first instance despatches or instructions to the ^ovc^rri- 
nients in India. The Board of Coiuinissioners have tlie power 
to call upon the Court of Directors to frame and transmit 
to them despatches on any subject connected with the civil or 
military government of the territories and acquisitions or 
with the revenues thereof; but it is with the Cmirt of Direc- 
tors to cause such despatches ti> be framed in accordance with 
their view of tlie subji*ct ; such di*spatches, as w(*ll as all 
others relating to the abovonientioiied points, before tlii-y are* 
Sent to India, being subject to alteration by the Board, who are 
to return the said proposed drafts within two months aftc»r 
their receipt at the Board, and, if varied or altered, with their 
reasons at large in respect thereof; against which alterations 
power is reserved to tlie Ct>urt of Din^etors to make such 
representations as they may see fit. 

All orders, despatches, or instructions from the Court to 
their governments aliroad (excepting always the S4‘cret com- 
mittees) must be signed by thirteen or more Directors, and 
any disolicdieiice of such orders by their servants abroad is 
punishalde as a misdemeanor. 

'Fhe Court have the power of nominating to the several 
governments in India. '^Fhe ajipoiiiimeiits of governor-gtmeral, 
and governors of the suhordinatc! jire.sideiicies of Madras 
and Bombay; tdso those of commander iii-cliief in India, pro- 
vincial commander-in-cliief in Bengal, and comniandca.s-in- 
chief at Madras and Bombay, are siibjt'ct to the approbation 
of his Majesty, to be signified uiuh*r the* sign-manual, coun- 
tersigned by the president of the Board. The absolute* iip- 
pointnient of membc!rs to council is vested in the Court of 
Directors. If, however, the (k>urt neghaa to appoint to any 
of the abovemeiilioned vacancies for twti calendar mouths 
after such vacancy has been n^ti^ied to tlu^m, lh<! King may 
appoint; aiul in tin* case* of ihi^ party so appointed, the (,\>urt 

of 
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of Directors ilo not possess tlie pcjwcr of recalK In every 
other case, they arc vested with the power of removing, 
dismissing, or recalling their servants. His Majesty, also, 
by sign manual, countersigned by the president of the Boartf, 
may remove any officer or servant of the Company in India, 
provided a duplicate or copy of every such instrument is 
delivered or transmitted to the chairman or deputy chairman 
ft)r the time being, within eight days after the same shall 
have been signed, to the intent that the Court of Directors 
siiall be a[)prized thereof. 

The Court may appoint provisional successors to council ; 
who are not to draw the allowances of the office till they shall 
have actually siiccec^ded thereto. 

Tlie Court, with llie approbation of the Hoard of Commis- 
sioners, are empowered to susj)eiid the extraordinary powers 
of the governor-general to act upon his own responsibility; 
and to revive them again should they see ht. 

All appointments of writers, cadets and assistant-surgeons, 
rest w’ith the Court, who are to be governed by the returns 
of vacancies transmitted home by the several governments 
abroad. 

The Court can pt>rmlt civil servants to return to India, 
although they sliall have been absent more than five years; 
provided such absence shall be proved, to the satisfaction of 
ihe Court, to have been occasioned by sickness; otherwise, 
their return must be sanctioned by a ballot in General Court, 
in which three jiarts in four <if the Proprietors voting must 
concur. 

Any civil servant returning after five years’ absence, is onl}' 
entitled to rank accoriling to the period he shall have served 
in India at the time of his departure, taking such rank imme- 
diately below those who shall have served a like length of 
time. 

I'he C'ourt. with the approbation of the Hoard of Commis- 
sioners, may j^ermit the return of military officers, after they 
shall have beiMi absent beyond five years, provided they shall 
be satisfied that sickness, infirmity, or some inevitable accident, 
has caused such absence. 

Military officers, of the rank of a general officer, or colonel 

commanding 
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commanding a regiment, or :i Jieiiteimiit-coloncl commandant 
of a regiment, may be permitted by the Court, with tlie ap- 
probation of tlie Board, to return to India, altliough they may 
have been absent beyond live years, and such absence not 
have been oceasioneil by sickness or inlirniity. No restoration 
of servants, civil or military, wlio shall liave been suspended or 
removed by the governments abroad, is valitl or eifectual 
without the approbation of the Board of Commissioners ; nor 
is any action to be stayed or compounded by the C'ourt witli- 
out the consent of the lioard. 

The Court may grant any gratuity not exceeding six hun- 
dred pounds, and may make an addition of two hundred pounds 
per annum to any person’s salary; but any gratuity or increase 
of salary beyond such sums, are subject to the approbation of 
tlie Ocneral C’oiirt and of the lh>ard of Commissioners. 

The Court are requirc-d to kcej) separate accounts of their 
political and commercial allliirs, and to lay a complete account 
of all their affairs annually before Parliament. All accounts 
which are presented to Parliament by the Court of Directors 
are to be laid before the General Court of Proprietors. 

The (.’ourl of Directors are rc([iiired by charter to summon 
and appoint four General C’ourts to be lield ; one in March, one 
in June, one in September, and one in December. If the Di- 
rectors fail in summoning such C’ourts, any three or more 
Directors may summon and call a Cicncral C’ourt. 

A director lias the power of entering liis dissent on the pro- 
ceedings of the Court cjf Directors to any measure, williiii 
fourteen days from the <late on which sncli measure shall have 
been adopted or resol vtfd on by (Ihj (’oiirl. 

The foregoing statement gives a geiic*ral view of tlie consti- 
tution and powers of tlie executive body of the Kast-India 
Company. To enumerate at any length the various duties which 
devolve upon the t'ourt would extend tliis head too greatly. 
It may be sufficient to remark, that all papers, letters, memo- 
rials, and petition addressed to the C’ourt of Directors, arc 
read on the first Court day which is held after they have been 
received, and a decision is either immediately passed upon 
them by the Court, or they are referred to the respective 


* Vide Oratuiries. Vide Salaries. 
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coniniittecs to examine aiui report upon tlieir contents for the 
final decision of the Court. All the voluminous records of the 
proceedings of the goveriuneuts abroad, and the despatches in 
the political, financial, revenue, judicial, military, public, 
separate, law, and ecclesiastical departments, come under the 
consideration and review of the Court, as well as the replies 
and orders consequent thereon. It rests with the Court to 
confirm or revise all measures of tlie several cornriiittees, and 
to decide on the very numerous apjdications and appeals from 
the various servants and parties in liurope, as well as corres- 
ponding with tlie several public departments of his Majesty’s 
gov(u*nmeiit. It may also be observed, that as the Court of 
Directors are the excciilivc body of the Kast-India Company, 
so the chairman and de])nty cliairniau are the organs of the 
Court. All subjects are brouglit forward by them; all com- 
munications re(|uiriijg personal intercourse with his Majesty’s 
ministers and the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India arc conducted by them, exceptijig in cases where it has 
been deemed e\pt?dient to form a deputation, by associating 
other members of the C.\)iirt with the chairs; hence it will be 
apparent that the duties of the Court of Directors form in the 
whole an aggregate so various and important, as to demand the 
unceasing attention of the Chairs, and the aid Jind counsel of 
the Court and of the Committees. 


L A W S. 

Ninnfjcr of Directors, 

'Ihc twenty- (1) Alul for tlie btitter ordering, managing, and 
four Directors or governing the affairs of the same Company, and for 
/Kwicunru " making and establishing a continual succession of 

persons to he the directors of the same, we do, by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, grant unto the 
said body politic, so called, The English Company trading to the 
East-Indies, and to their successors, and do hereby ordain and ap- 
point that there shall be, from time to time, for ever (of the mem- 
bers of the said Company) twenty-four directors of and in the same 
Company, which directors, or any thirteen or more of them, shall 
be and be called a Couui; of the Directors, for the ordering, 
managing, and directing the affairs of the same Company, and corpo- 
ration, and shall have such powers and privileges as arc hereinafter 
mentioned. 


('harter 
Win. :Jd. 


Thirteen 
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J773. 

13 Geo. 3, 
c. 63, 

§ 1 . 


1777. 

17’ Geo. 3, 
c. 8. 


I7!M. 

3.i Geo. 3, 
c. 52 
§ 160 . 


for the term of two years* and six other directors for the term of three 
years, and the remaining six directors for the term of four years, and 
not otherwise ; and from thenceforth yearly and eveiy year ; and at 
the expiration of each and every of the said terms respectively, six new 
directors, and no more, shall be chosen, from time to time, in the 
place of such directors whose term shall have expired, and who arc 
hereby declared incapable of being then re-chosen ; and at every 
subsequent election, during the continuance of the charter of the said 
United Company, six new directors shall be chosen, and shall con- 
tinue to be directors for the term of four years, and no longer, to be 
accounted from the day on which the election of such directors was 
respectively made ; and in case the office and authority of any such 
director shall become void by death, removal, or otherwise, another 
shall be chosen from time to time, in his place, to serve as a director 
during the remainder of such term for which tJie person whose office 
shall have become void was chosen, and no longer. 


(kMUTiiI clfC- 
tion of' 

for 1777, to be 
oil Wednesday, 
April Hi ; and 
all future annual 
election'', on the 
second W’ediH«»- 
day in April. 


TAcctloHy it7icw to take place, 

(6) And whereas there is not any provision in the 
said act for the making an election of directors of the 
said United Company at any other time than on the 
exact day when the term of the former elections expire: 
and whereas the day of election of directors, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, 
according to the said recited act, will happen on Sun- 
day, the thirteenth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-seven ; but it is higidy improper that sucli election sliould Ire 
made on a Sunday, and it is expedient that the like impropriety should 
be prevented in future ; be it therefore cnaetiTl Iry the King’s most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of ilie Louis 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this pre.sent ParlianienI 
assembled, and by the autliority of the same, that, instead of thi' 
said general election of six directors of the said Lnited (’ompany, in 
the said year one tliousand seven liundred and sevenly-.seven, lor tlic 
term of four years, being made on Sunday, the said thii ti.i nlh day ol 
April, one thousand seven Jmndred and .seventy-sevt n, the same 
election shall be made ou Wednesday, the sixteenlli day of the same 
month of April; and in respect to all future actual ileclions of Di- 
rectors of the said United Company, instead of the .same being made 
on the exact day of the expiration of the term for which the former 
Directors were elected, in pursuance of the said recited act, sucli 
future annual general elections of Directors of the said United Ch)in- 
pany shall he made on the .second Wednesday in the montli ol’ April 
in every year. 

Oath to be taken bij a Director, 

(7) And he it further enacted, that i vei y person wlio shall licrc- 
after be elected a Director of the said (lompuny shall, within ten 

da} > 
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days next after his election, and before he shall take that office LAWS, 
upon him (save only the administering the oath hereinafter men- 
tinned, instead of the oath now prescribed to be taken by persons 33 3 ^ 

elected Directors of the said Company, take the following oath; c 52, 
that is to say) — ^ 

“ I, A. If., do swear, tliat the sum of two thousand pounds, now 
“ standing in my name, of the stock of the United Company of Mer- 
<< chants of England trading to the £ast-lndies, whereof I am elected 
“ to be a director, doth at this time belong to me in my own right, 

“ and not in trust for any other person or persons whomsoever; 

<< and 1 do further swear, that in case I shall at any time or times, 

“ whilst I shall continue to be a director of the said Company, have 
“ any dealings or business with the said Company upon my own ac- 
count, separately or in conjunction with any other person or persons, 

“ for or in respect of buying for or selling to the said Company any 
“ bullion or other goods whatsoever, or in making any otlier bargain 
“ or contract whatsoever, by, to, or with the said C'ompany, then and 
“ in every such case, previous to any treaty or negotiation upon such 
“ business or businesses, I will declare and record the same upon the 
“ proceedings of the court or eommittcc w'liere the same is to be trans- 
** acted, and that 1 will withdraw' from such court or committee 
“ during the discussion thereof, and will not return thereto, until 
“ after sucli business or businesses shall be decided upon : and I do 
“ further swear, that I am not directly or indirectly interested or con- 
“ cerned, as an ow ner or part-owner, of or in any ship or vessel which 
at this time is hired or freighted, or is cxj)ected to he hired or 
“ freighted to or for the use of the said (A)mpany ; and that during 
“ the time I shall continue to he a director of tlie said Company, I 
“ will not become an owner or part-owner of any ship or vessel 
“ which is or shall he so freighted, except such ships or shares of 
“ ships as shall come to me by ])ccjuest or marriage, or as next of kin 
“ of any person who shall die intestate, and that in nil such cases 1 
will forthwith give notice in WTiting to the Court of Directors of 
“ the said Company of my being so interested ; and I do hereby 
“ promise that 1 will sell and dispose of my interest in such shipping 
“ within twx‘lvc months next after rny interest therein shall accrue, or 
“ in default thereof shall and wall vacate my place and office of a 
“ director of the said ("ompany : and further 1 do sn ear, that I will 
“ not, directly or indirectly, accept or take any perquisite, emolument, 

“ fee, present, or rcwaird, upon any account whatsoever, or any promise 
“ or engagement for any perquisite, emolument, fee, present, or le- 
“ ward whatsoever, for nr in respect of the appointment or nomina- 
“ tion of any person or persons to any place or office in the gift or 
“ appointment of the said Company, or of me as a director thereof, or 
“ for or on account of stationing or appointing the voyage or voyages 
of any ship or ships in Hu* said ("onipany’s employ, or for or «ui 
“ account of, or any ways relating to, any other business or alfairs of 

“ die 
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“ the said Company; and I do further swear, that I will be faithful 
17 '):;. ** to the said Company, and, according to the best of niy skill and 

Uto. understanding, give my best advice, counsel, and assistance for the 
§ 1 uO . “ support of the good government of the said Company, and during 

my continuance in the said Company will not at any time or times 
** ship, lade, send, direct, or cause to be sent from England, or any 
other country, to the East-Indies, or other parts within the limits 
wherein the said Company may lawfully trade by virtue of their 
“ Charter of Incorporation, or bring from thence, for my private ac- 
“ count, any goods, coins, or other merchandizes, contrary to an act 
“ of Parliament made in the lifty-tliird year ol* the reign of his 
“ Majesty King (leorge the Third, intituled, An Act Jar cunlihuing 
“ in the Ejst-Isdia Cumpanij Jhr a f urther tenuy the possession ij' 
the Biutisu territories is IsnUy together with certain ejcclusive pri~ 
“ vUeges Jhr establishing Jhrthet Regulations /hr the Government tj' 
the said Territories, and the better Administration cj' Justice within 
“ the snmCy and for Regulating the Trade to and from the /daces 
“ xeithin the limits of ' the said Compani/, And 1 do further faithfully 
“ promise and swear, that in the office of a director of the said C\»m- 
pany, I will be indilfereiit and ecpial to all manner of persons, 
*• and will in all things faithfully and honestly demean myself accord- 
“ ing to the best of iny skill and under>tanding.”- “So help me CJod.” 

Which said oath shall be signed by the person or persons taking the 
same, an<l shall be administered by any two of the directors of the 
said C’ompany, who also shall sign and attest the same ; and in case 
any person so to be elected a director ol* the said ('ompany, shall 
refuse or neglect to take the said oath w ithin the time aforesaiil, his 
office 01 place, as a director of the said Company, shall become void. 


\ A Gvo. X 

e. 

5 U. 


1 5. 
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IJ' held (Jjice in India, to be resident two pears in Kngland bej'ote 
qualified, 

(b) And it is hereby further enacted, that no person or persons 
whatsoever, employed in any civil or military station, office, or capa- 
city whatsoever, in the East-Indies, or claiming or exercising any 
power, authority, or jurisdietion therein, sliall be capable of being 
appointed or chosen into the office of director until such person 
or persons shall have returned to and been rcsidt nl in England 
for the space of tw'o years ; any law or usage to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Action. 

(9) Actions not to be stayed without consent of the Hoard. 

Banks in India. 

(10) The government in India may establish banks there; but the 
establishment of any such corporation shall not be valid or effectual, 
until they shall have receiveil the ajiprobation of the (’ourt of Direc- 
tors, subject to the control of the Hoard of Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India. — ( Vide Banks, p. 50.) 

ColUges 



corirr oi DiHKcroiis. 




Colle<fes and Seminanj. 

(11) Directors, with approbation of Board, to tnuke rules and re- 
gulations for their government — { hide Colleges.) 

Com 7n a riders- in - Ch ief. 

(12) The Court of Directors may appoint tlie commander of tlie 
ibrccs of the Company of the Bengal establishment to be a member 
oi* the council of Fort William, notwithstanding the office of gover- 
nor-general and coiiimander-in-chierbe vested in the same person. 

Cojjies of Minutes and Procecdinjrs of Court, and Despatches, to he 
sent to the liom ii of Commissioners. 

Courtofnirve- (13) And be it further enacted, that the (’ourt of 
tile** iLaril' CO- ^^^‘^ctors of the said C'ompaiiy for the time being 
(.r all prti- shall, and they are Iierehy rctpiired, from time to 
cee«lin;.r-, aivi of to deliver to the Board ol* (’oMimi^ioners for 

Affairs of India, copies of all minute.;, order.;, 
1. tiu* civil or resolutions, and proceedings of ail Courts of IVoprie- 
nuht.uv general or special, and of all Comts of Direc- 

mus. tors, witliiii c'iglit d:iy« after tlic holiling of such- courts 

respectively, and also copies of all letters, advices, and dcspatclie.-?, 
nhieh shall at any time or times he rceiivi;;! by tiie said Ctmrt of 
Direetors, nr a]\y committee ol’ directors, irom the Fa.‘'t indies, or 
from any oilier ol’ their settlemenrs or i’actories within tlu‘ limits of 
their exclusive trade, or from any of the M rvants of the said United 
Com[)anY, stationed at St. Helena, Biis.^ora, Suez, Aleppo, or otluu* 
parts beyond the seas, in anyw ise relating to or coneerning the civil 
or military government, or the revenues of the said territories and ae- 
quisitiops in India, immediately after the arrival and receipt thereof. 
C\)iirt of Din e- (1!) And be it further eiuurti'cl, that the Court of 
ton. lo to C’ompanv shall, and they are 

of all pnicccil- hereby required from time to time to deliver to the 

in^rs, and (li flcs- Itoarii, c<)j)ies of all minute^, orders, resolutions, 
p. ill-lies ns’civc'^l, , .• 11 .• I, 1 

iclatinY to tlic procociimg.s oi all C ourts ot 1 roprietors, general 

appropriation oi* or special, ami of all Courts of Directors, m itiiin eight 
Nniir io i-'u-t ‘^‘*'** holding of such courts resjiectively : 

incnis. and also copies of all letters, advices, and despat cltes^ 

which shall at any time or times he received by the said Court ot 
Directors or any Committee of Directors, from the haist-Imlies, or 
from any other of their settlements or factories within the limits 
of their cliartcr, or I’rotn any of tlie servants of the said Uniteil 
Company stationed at St. Helena, Bussora, Suez, Aleppo, or otliei 
parts beyond the seas, in anywise relating to or concerning the 
appropriation to any investment, or other corimcrcial j)urposes, of 
any part oi’ the rover.m;s of the said territories or acijuisilions, nr 
of any monies arising from any loa’i raised or to be rai^i d m the 
Fust-Indies, or of any securities issued or to be issued In any ol the 
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governments of the said Company, immediately after the arrival and 
receipt thereof. 

Despatches, Orders, and Instructions, and Alterations by Board. 

(15) And be it further enacted, that no orders or Orders relating 
instructions whatever relating to the civil or military to civil or mih- 
go\ ernnient or revenues of the said territorial actjui- 
sitions in India, shall be at any time sent or given be submittod to 
to any of the governments or settlements in India, tlur**ljoanj^ 
by the Court of Directors of the said United Com- xvho may alter 
pany, or by any committee of the said directors, until *‘**"^^» 
the same shall have been submitted to the consideration of and 
approved by the said Board ; and for that purpo.se that copies of all 
orders and instructions which the said Court of Directors, or any com- 
mittee of the said directors, shall propose to be sent to India, .shall be 
by them previously laid before the said Board ; and that within the 
space of two months after the receipt of such proposed despatches, the 
.said Board shall either return the same to the saitl Court of Directors or 
Committee of Directors, with their approbation thereof certified under 
the hand of the chief or assistant-secretary to the .said Board, by the 
order of the said Board, or if the said Board shall disapprove, alter, 
or vary in substance any of such proposed onlers or instructions, in 
every such case the said Board shall give to the said directors in 
writing, under the hand of the chief or assistant-secretary of the said 
Board, by order of the .said Board, their reasons at large in respect 
thereof, together with their instructions to the said directors in rela- 
tion thereto ; and that the said directors shall, and they are hereby 
required forthwith to despatch and .send the letters, orders, and instruc- 
tions, in the form approved by the said Board, to the proper govern- 
ments or officers in India, or other limits, without further delay, unless, 
on any representation made to them by the said directors, the said 
Board shall order any alterations to be made therein ; and that the 
directors of the .said Company, for the time being, .shall, and are hereby 
required to pay obedience to, and shall be governed and bound by, such 
orders and instructions as they shall, from time to time, receive from 
the said Board of Commissioners, touching or concerning the civil and 
military government of the said territories and acquisition.s, and the 
revenues of the same, according to the tenor and true intent of this act. 

(10) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that DirftUir. may 
nothing herein-contained shall extend, or be construed rqinjsuu- 

to extend, to restrict or prohibit the said directors 
from expressing by representation in writing to the flitKipprovnl hy 
said Board, such remarks, observations, or explana- 
tions as shall occur, or tlicy .shall think fit, touching or concerning 
any letters, orders, or instructions, which shall have been varied in 
substance, or di.'^approved by the said' Board; and that the said 
Board shall, and they arc hereby required, to take every such 

repre.srntalion, 
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representation, and the several matters therein contained or alleged, LAWS, 
into their consideration, and to give such further orders or iiistruc- 
tions thereupon as they shall think fit and expedient ; which orders Geo. 
or instructions shall be final and conclusive upon the said directors. 

If the directors (17) And be it further enacted, that whenever the § 15. 

Court of Directors of the said Uniti'd Company shall 

yoiid fourteen ncglect to frame, and to transmit to the sjiid Board 

ilays aiter rwiui- despatches on anv subject connected with the civil 
sition, tile iMmrd •• i 

may prepare in- nnlitary government of the said territories and 

structions, and acquisitions or with the revenues thereof, beyond 
shall *^for\vTril spacc of fourteen days, after requisition made 

them lo India. to them by order of the said Board, it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the said Board to prepare and send to 
the said directors (without waiting for the receipt of the copies of 
despatch(‘s intended to be sent by the said directors) any' orders or 
instructions for any of the governments or presidencies in India, 
concerning the civil or military' gov(irnment of the said territories, 
or tlie revenues thereof; and the said directors shall, and they' are 
hereby required to transmit desj>atches, according to the tenor of 
the said orders and instructions so transmitted to tliem by the said 
Board, unto the respective governments and presidencies in India, 
unless, on any representation made by the said directors to the 
said Board, touching such orders or instructions, the said i^oard 
shall direct any alteration to be made in the same, which directions 
the said Court of Directors shall, in such case, ht* bound to con- 
form to. 


Hoard to issue (18) Provided always, and be it lurtlur enacted, 
tlic nothing ill this act contained shall extend, or be 

airy •'(iveriinKMit, construed to extend, to give to the said Board of 
or the revenues Commissioners any power or authority to issue or 

only ; and il the i ‘ i 

dinctors think send any orders or mstruetions, wlncn do not relate 

they do not re- to points connected with the civil or military go vern- 
rnaVjKVition^^^^^ meiit, or revenues of the British territories or pos- 
Majesty. sessions in India, nor to expunge, vary, or alter 

any despatches proposed by the said Court of Directors as afore- 
said, which do not relate to the said government or revenues, and 
that if the said Board shall send any orders or instructions to the 
said Court of Directors, to be by them transmitted, which in the 
opinion of the said Court of Directors shall relate to points not 
connected with the said civil or military government or revenues, 


then and on any such occasion, it shall be lawful for the said Court 
of Directors to apply by petition to his iMajcsty in Council touching 
the same, and his Majesty in Council shall decide now iar the same 
be or be not connected with the civil or military government and 
revenues of the said territories and possessions in India, which decision 
shall be final and conclusive. 


Slii. 


r 2 
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LAWS. 


1B13. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 15.5, 

S 70. 


181.3. 
53 Geo. 3, 
f. 1.5.5, 
§ 25 . 


2H 


Despatches and Proceedings as io appropriating Pevenue (a 
Invcshncnis. 

(19) And be it furtlier enacted, that no orders or despatches 
instructions whatever relating to the appropiiation to rclaiivc 
any investment or other commercial purpose whatso- Iija^tHrapprovcd 
ever, of any part of the revenues of the said territories by the Board, 
or acquisitions in the East-Indies, or of any monies 
arising from any loan raised or to be raised in the East-Indies, or of 
any securities issued or to be issued by any of the governments of 
the said Company, shall be at any time sent or given to any of the 
governments or settlements in the East-Indies by the Court of Direc- 
tors of the said United Company, or by any committee of the said 
directors, until the same shall have been submitted to the considera- 
tion of, and approved by the said Board ; and for that purpose, that 
copies of all orders and instructions which the said Court of Direc- 
tors, or any committee of tlie said directors, shall propose to be sent 
to the East-Indics, shall be by them previously laid before (he said 
Board ; and that, after the receipt of such proposed despatches, the 
said Board shall, with all reasonable despatch, not exceeding two 
months, return tlie same to the s.iid (’ourt of Directors, or committee 
of directors, either with flioir approbation thereof, certified under the 
hand of the chief or assistant-secretary to the said Board hy the order 
of the said Board, or if the said Board .'ihall disa[)provt‘, alter, or vary 
in substance any of siieh proposed orders or instructions, in every 
such case the said Board shall give to the said directors in writing 
under the liand of tlic chief or assistant -secretary of the said Board, 
by order of the said Board, their reasons at large in respect thereof, 
together with their instructions to the said directors in relation thereto; 
and that tlie said directors shall, and they are liereby recjiiired forth- 
with to despatch and send tlie letters, orders, and instruc tions, in the 
form approved hy the said Board, to the propcT government oroflicers 
in the East-liidies, without further delay, unless, on any representa- 
tion made to them by tlie said directors, the said Board shall order 
any alterations to he made therein ; and that the said directors shall 
and tlicy are hereby reijuired to pay obedii iice to, and shall lx* governed 
and bound by, such onlcrs and instructions as they shall from time to 
time receive from the said I’oard of Conimissioners, touching or con- 
cerning such appropriation, according to the tenor and true intent of 
this act. 

Duties in India, 

(20) No duties imposed in India to be valid till sanctioned hy the 
directors and approved by the Board of Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India. ( Vide Duties and Customs.) 


East- 
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Subsequent ap- 
|)ointniL‘nt.s of 
Dock Directors 
(by tiu* Direc- 
tors of t!iu ICast- 
fiidia Company) 
in the room of 
those who shall 
die, ri'fusc to 
act, or become 
disqualiBed. 


East-htdia Dock Company, 

(*21) Provided always, and be it enacted, that in ease 
the said John Roberts, Stephen Williams, Joseph Cot- 
ton, and William Thornton,* or any of them, or any 
person or persons to. be nominated or appointed in his 
or their room or stead, as a director or directors of tlie 
said East-lndia Dock (Company, shall die, or refuse to 
act in the execution of this act, or shall cease to be a 
director or directors of tlie said East-lndia Company, 
for the space of two succeeding years, then and in every such case 
the directors of the said East-lndia Company shall, and tliey arc hereby 
required to nominate and appoint, in such manner as to them shall 
seem right and proper, some other j)erson or persons, out of the Direc- 
tors of the said East* India Company? to be a direc tor or directors of 
the said l^ast-Iiidia Dock C’ornpany, in the room or stead of the direc- 
tor or directors of the said East-Iiulia Dock (’ompany so dying, re- 
fusing to act, or ceasing to be a director or directors of the said East- 
lndia Company, for the space of* two years; and every person so 
nominated and appointed shall have the like powers ami authorities, 
and shall be subject to the like rules, legulations, and restrictions, 
as the person in whose room or stead he shall be so nominated and 
appointed. 

No ofhor tbaii Provided alf>o, and be it enacted, that no ship 

Ka^t-In<^ia^lliI)s or vessel otlicr than and except ships and vessels which 

ami to II 1 ^ immediatelv come from, or shall he imme- 
nse* till* (loiKs ’ 

without the* con- diatclv bound to the East-Indies or China, and other 


Mnt oi tlu ( ouit lidUorsand craft, to convev, deliver, discharge, or 

of Dirfctors ol . *, i- , 

iIk* ^:^'«t-Ilu]ia reeeivv! goods, wares, or nKTchanuize, or any other 
Company. mailer or thing w hatsoever to or from on board of any 

sucb sliip.s or vessels, or to be used in relation to the loading, unload- 
ing, or care of them in the said doeks or basons, and other than and 
except ships, vessels, lighters, and craft bringing or carrying away 
materials, or any otlier matter or thing for the building, alteration, or 
repairs of tlie said docks and basons, and the erections, buildings, and 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, or to be used in or relating to 
tlie buildiNgs, alterations, repairs, or cleansings ot’ the said docks and 
basons, and tlicir appurfcnanccs, sliall at any time go into the said 
docks or basons, or any of the works belonging thereto for any purpoM* 
whatsoever, tvillioiit the consent in xeritincr of the Court of Directors of 
the said United Company for that purpose first had and obtained ; and 
in case any ship or vessel, other than and except as aforesaid, shall at 
any time go into any of the said docks, basons, or w orks without such 
consent as aforesaid, every person having the command of any such 

1 * ship 


• Tlie jirfsi'iu Dinrtors arc — 

William Astoll, Esi|,, y\.V. Edward Parry, Esq. 

Sweny Toonr, E»q. C ampbvll Marjoribcwiks, Esq. 


LAWS. 

1K()3. 
43 Geo. 
c. 126 , 

§ 17 . 


§ 66 . 
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LAWS, ship or vessel, other than and except as afbrcsaid, or who shall autho- 
iloij! permit, or suffer her to go into any of the said docks, basons, o 

4ti Geo. 3, Other works, shall for every such ofieuce forfeit and pay the siim of 

c. 126, fifty pounds. 

^ Gntf^rnl Courts* 

(23) Four General Courts to he smmmoned-and apptpnted at least 
Ch. Wm. every year ; whereof one Id' be iii the month of pecember, another 
in March, another in June, ahd^aiiother in SeptCrnber ^ hiid in failure ' 
of holding a General Court liy fauft pf the majority of Uie Court of 
Directors, three or more of the directors ihuy call and 'summon a 
General Court. 


(24) And moreover we do by these presents will, direct, and 
appoint, that the said directors, or the major part of' them for the’ 
time being shall, from time to time upon demand to be made by 
any nine or more of the said members, having each £500 or more 
interest or share of the said stock, within ten days after such demand, 
summon and call sncli (ieneral Court, to be held of the members 
of the same Company ejualified for electors. — ( IVr/c (ieneral Court of 
Proprietors.) 

( » mernor- ( / nicniL 


I' I t. f^5) lo be appointed by the Court of Directors, subject to his 
’’ ' Majesty’s approbatimi. 

§ ^0.’ (2G) Diivco»r.s, with the approbation of the Board, may suspend the 

powers of the governor-general to act upon his own authority. — ( Vide 
(iovernor-(iem ral.) 

(ira/ffifiiv. 


:j;i Goo. a, 
c. 1-. 


Wi) lVo\icleil also, and be it furtluT enacted, that it Gratnit ci to be 
shall not be law ful I’or the Boarel of C’onnni.vNioncrs, tl*'* 

lllivctols, ODC*. 

to give or cause to l)e given any direction for thi‘ j»ay- 
nient of any extraordinary allowance or gratuily from the siiid reve- 
luies to any person, on account of services performed in India, 
or on any otJier account whatever, to any greater amount, or to 
any (jther person than shall he specified and contuim d in some des- 
patch })ropc)sed by the said (’ourt of Directors to he sent to India, and 
transmitted by them to the said Board for their approbation ; and that, 
in every case wliere any such direct ioii.s shall lu* so given, a distinct 
account of all sucli aIlowanc( s or gratuities shall he added to the next 
list of c.^tablisluiients laid before Parliament by the said Court of 
Directors. 


(28) 'Flic C’oiupaii}' cannot charge themselves with any gratuity 
' beyond .CbOH, w ithout the approbation of the Board of ('ommis.sioneri» 
§ <j7. for the Affairs of India. — ( T/V/c (frutuitics.) 


hifurmrilhni in Court of' Kin^rs Bench. 

(29) The Court of Directors, in the name of the Company, may 
p. 2.% § fil'. exhibit informations in Court of’ King s Bench against persons guilty 
of c*xtorti(jn. 


Kings 
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. , ^ Kings Troops, 

(30) Payment /King® troops by the Company not to exceed 
20,000 men, tinle'^s greater number sent on the requisition of the 
Company. — ( Vide Military Forces.) 

Loans to Native Princes, 

(31) From Dec. 1, IW?, no British subject to lend any money, or 
be edneerned in raising any for native princes, without consent of the 
Court of Directors di; the Governor in Council ; and any person , doing 
so may be prosecuted for a misdemeanour. — Security for money lent 
contrary hereto, to be void. ' 

(32) On complaint tO' the governments in India, ibr acting contrary 
to this act, the case, to he laid before the law officers, whose report shall 
be transmitted to the Court of Directors.— (T/V/e Loans and Interest 
on Loans in India.) 

Military Stores, 

Military store's (*^3) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it 
not to be ex- shall not l)c lawful for any person or j)ersons to carr} 
rhe*^Comivu\y^ military stores to any place upon the continent of 

l»eriiiission. * Asia, between the river Indus and the tow n of Malacca, 
on the peninsula of Malacca inclusive, or in any island 
under the government of the said Company, situate to the north of 
the equator, or to the said (Company’s factory of Bencoolcn, in the 
island of Sumatra, or its dependencies; save only the said Lnited 
Company, or such as shall obtain their special leave and licence in 
writing, or a sjiecial leave and licence in writing under their authority, 
for that purpose. 

Postage. 

(31) The Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, the chair- 
man and deputy -chairman, and secretary and assistant-secretary, may 
receive and send letters and [)ackets to and from India, free ot* post- 
age, &c. 

(35) Commissioners for the Alfairs of India and Chairman of the 
Company may also send and receive letters and packets free from 
postage. 

(3C) Directors may receive letters free of sea-postage from liulia 
by the ships of the Company. 

(37) Act not to extend to letters, &c. to and from China. — ( Vide 
Postage.) 

Prize-Money, 

(38) The prize-money in the hands of agents to bo paid over to the 
East-India C'ompany, and to be applied to Lord Clive’s Fund and 
Poplar Hospital. 

(39) TIu; Court of Directors empow^ered to^ call for accounts on 
oath. — ( Vide Prize-Money.) 

r 1 


LAWS. 


1815. 
f).'! Geo. 3, 
c. ir,5, 
§87. 


1793. 

37 Geo. 3, 
c. 142, 
§28und29. 


.i.J (Icii. .L 
f. 1 y. 


.">!) Geo. .3, 
i. in, § 9. 


§ n. 


§13. 
§ 33. 


1821. 

1 & 2 Geo. 4 1 

t. rtl. 


Resort 
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roruT or diuectokf!. 


LA^^ S. 
If.l.;. 

(it'ti. . 
C. Iftn, 

§ 33. 


§ 31 . 


Jicaort ti/' Ihrsons to India, 

(40) And whorcas it is tlic duty of this country to 'wtu nr]:*- Court 
promote tlie interest and happiness of thc nativo iiiha- of Diu'tturs r«?. 
bitants of the Uritisli douiiinoiis in ludlu ; and such 
measures oiij^ht to be adopted as may lend to the i>rncic<! to tho 
introductitm among them oi‘ useful knowledge, and of tin? 

religious and moral improvement; and in furllierancc of 
the above, objeet.s, sulKcient facilities ought to be Hoard, who may 
aiibrded !)y law to persons desirous of going to find 
remaining in India, for the purpose of accomplisliiiig the directors, 

those benevoL lit designs, so as. the authority of t!ie i*«ahori/ing micIi 
- , ... |)tiM)n‘. to pr«>- 

local govoniuKi.ls re-'pecting the mtereourse ol hu- 

ropeaiis willi i!ie interior ol’ tl'.e country be prescr\cd, il»e principal set- 

and tlie uriiieinU's of the IJritish governniOnt, on wliieli “ 

the iii'lives of iiitlia have hitherto relieil for tlie free t xereise tvf 

tiieir rei’,'*j-'i, he invio!:i!)!y maintained; ami whereas it is ixpedient 

to naihe |i!u\ i. ioiis I'or granting juTinission to persons ile>irous oi 

going to aiul remaining in India ibr the abu\e purpose, and also to 

per;a)ns desirous of g<;iMg to and remaining there ibr other lawful pur- 

pi)ses; l)i‘ it tiKicfbre enaeted, that when and as often us any ajipli- 

cation sliall be made to tlie said (’«mrt ot* Directors for or on behalf of 

any per-tm ov j)er^oO'; desirmi.' of proceeding to the Ma.-^t-liulies for 

p;nnl>.iioo so to do, llu* said (Vmrt sliall, imle.vs tiny shall think 

tir to coxiipiv flicreuitli, transmit cMry such application within one 

month iVom the receipt t!iere<»f to tlicf >a;d Hoanl of ('ommi'.''ioners 

for tlie AlKiIrs of India; and in case the saiii ( ’ommissioners -hall not 


see an} sulllcij ot o!»jeclion ihertto, it shall tuul maybe lawful for the 
said (’oimni -sionei ^ to dirirt tliat >iich person or persons shall, at his or 
tlu’irown >r)ecial cliargv-, bi* pe rmitted to proceed te) any oi’ the* >aid 
princijial scttleincntw of the >''od ('om[)any* am! tliat >uch peixm or 
pLM'SfiUs .s!j:i! 1 he fiuni^Iu.l by the .-ait! f'ouit (3’ 1 )i!‘ector'> with a ec-rli- 
licattM-r ecrti'ic.itC'. .u c.n'diog to ufi fe.nn .;s tlic .'aid (\)imni."a'ei5< rs 


shall pre -criiie, sigfiilyiiig tIaiL mu Ii | e? on or pir.'^ons Imth or I»ave so 
j)n)ccedtd witli the cognizance and iimler ihir sanction of the .said Court 
of Directors ; and that all such ccrfiiicates shall entillc the persons 
obtaining the same, so long as they shall projicrly conduct themselves, 
to t!ie countenance and protection of the .several governments of tlie 
said Company in the Kast-Jndies and parts aforcsaul, in their respective 
pursuit", subject t<i all such provisions tmd restrictions as are now in 
force, or may hercurKT he judged neei sstiry, with regard to persons 
residing in imlia. 

(tl) Provided aj|i ays, that nothing herein containc d Dinriurs n);iy 
.shall cxtcml or hid cvMistnied to extend, to r* siriet or m;.!..' i. pn -tn- 
prohibit the .said (’ourt of Director.-, from (di’iriiig Jj/J 
sucli representation" !») tin* slid lhainl ol*{‘ommi.s- 
idoncrs iffspecting pi*r.-,oii" so applying for pcrmi.'jsion to proceed to the 
Imst-iiidie-s, as tiie ‘.aid C<mM <d’ Directors may at any time think lit. 

Sn/fit in 
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Salaries and Establishments. LAWS. 

(42) Provided also, and be it furtlier enacted, that 

lawful for the Board of Commissioners 33 Geo. 3, 
t>restal)]ishe(lsa- to give or Cause to be given any directions, ordering ^ 

pjscd I'y authorizing, by any despatches to be sent to India, 

rectors, and laid the increase of the established salaries, allowances, or 
before Tarlia- emoluments of any governor-general, governor, or presi- 
dent, or member of council, of any of the presidencies 
and settlements there, or of any other officer in the service of the said 
Company, beyond the amount to which the same now stands fixed l)y 
tlic orders which have bccn.scnt to India, unless such increase fIkiII be 
sj)ecified and contained in some despatch proposed by the said Court 
of Directors to be sent to India, and transmitted by them to the said 
Board f()r tlieir approbation, and unless an account ot‘ tlie actual sala- 
ries, iiilowiinces, and emoluments of such governor-general, governor, 
or president, or member of council, or other officer respectively, and 
of the increase j)roposcd to be made therein, with the reasons for 
such increase, shall have been laid before both houses of Parliament 
thirty days before such despatch shall be sent. 

No grant of ( !•!) And wlioroas, for protecting the funds of the § 125. 

m*w sal/.riis, c'ic. Company during their further term in the said 

abovo .fLW to ^ t \ c 1 • 1 n 1 -41 

be goo<l, unless exclusive trade from being burtneneu with any improper 

ronrinned by the charges, it is expedient that the said Company should 
be put under reasonable limitations in respect to the 
granting of pensions or increasing the salaries of their officers and 
servants, or creating new establishments ; be it further enacted, that 
no grant or resolution of the said Company, or tlu ir Court of Direc- 
tors, to be made after the jiassing of this act, and during the conti- 
nuance of their right in the said exclusive traile, whereby the said 
fumls may become chargeable with any new salary or increase of 
salary, or any new or additional establishment ol’ oliicers or servants, 
or any new pension, m* increase of pension, to any one person, exceed- 
ing two hundred pounds per annum, shall be available in law, unless 
such grant or resolution shall be approved and confirmed by the Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, attested under the hand of 
the president of the said Board . — {^Vide Pensions and Salaries.) 

Servants^ Civil and Militari/. 

(14) Ilis INIajcsty, by sign-manual, countersigned by the President § 3r>. 
of the lioard, may n*move any officer or servant of the Conipan^' in 
India. The riglit of recall and removal reserved to the Court of’ 
Directors. *'*' 

(45) 'I’lie Company not to release sentences or restore servants § G9. 
dismis.sed by sentences. 

(40) No person under the degree of a member of council or com- § 70. 
mandcr-in-cliief’, who shall not return to India a itbin five years from 

his 
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LAWS, his leave to depart, shall be entitled to rank, &c., except as herein 
provided. 

1811. The East-lndia Company may restore to their service military 

51 Geo. officers removed therefrom by sentences of courts-martial. With 
«• 7o, § 4. consent of the Board of Commissioners. 


1813. (48) The restoration of servants, civil and military, suspended or 

removed by the governments abroad, not to be valid without consent 
$ 83.* of the Board. 

$ 84. (49) Officers of the rank of a general officer, colonel commanding 

a regiment, or being a lieutenant-colonel commandant of a regiment, 
may return to India after five 3 cars* absence with consent of the 
directors and the Board, though their absence may not have been 
occasioned by sickness, infirmity, or inevitable accident . — ( Vide Ser- 
vants, Civil and Military.) 

Shipping* 


1818. 

58 Geo. 3, 
c. 83. 


1813. 

S3 Geo. 3, 
c. 155, 


C’ourtof Direc- 
tors empowered 
to SUJUT- 

.'iniiii.'itiotis to 
(’i)inpany's wr- 
v.-tots ill Kng- 
lunii. 


(50) For the mode in which the Court are to hire and take up 
Ships. — ( Vide Sliipping.) 

Superan nuaiitms* 

(51) And whereas it is reasonable that the said 
Court of Directors should have power to grant allow- 
ances, in the nature of superannuations, to such of 
their officers and servants in Kngland, as from age or 
infirmity may no longer he (|uuliHed for the execution 
of their several offices or employments ; he it therefore 
enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and lor the said Court of 
DirecUirs, to make allowances, compensations, remunerations, or su- 
perannuations to the officers and .servants of the said Company in 
England, subjeet to the restrictions and according to the conditions 
and proportions following; (that is to say), where it shall be proved, 
to the Scitisfactioii of the said Court of Directors, that any such officer 
or sonant, being under sixty years of age, .shall he incapable, from 
infirmity of mind or body, to diseliargc the duties of his office, in such 
case, if he shall have served with diligence and fidelity in the Bcrvice 
of the said Company, fur ten years, it shall and may be lawlul to 
grant him, by way of superannuation, any annual sum not exceeding 
one-third of the salary and allowxd emoluments of his office ; if above 
ten years, and less tlian twenty, any such sum not exceeding one- 
half of such salary and allowed cnioluments ; if abovi* twenty years, 
any such sum not exceeding two-thirds of such salary and allowed 
emoluments ; if such officer or servant shall he al)ove sixty years of 
age, and he shall ^vc served fifteen years or upwards, it shall and 
may be lawful, without proof of infirmity of mind or body, to grant 
him, by way of superannuation, any annual sum not exceeding two- 
thirds of the salary and allowed emoliinu nts of his office : if sixty-five 
years of age or upwards, ami lie shall have served forty years or 
upwards, any such sum not exceeding three-fourths of such salary 

and 
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and allowed emoluments : if sixty-five years of age or upwards, and 
he shall have served fifty years or upwards, any such sum not ex- 
ceeding the whole of such salary and allowed emoluments : all which 
allowances so to be made shall be charged in the books of account 
of the said Company to the debit of that branch of the Company s 
affairs to which the said officers or servants may respectively belong; 
any thing in the said act of the thirty-third year of his Majesty’s 
reign to the contrary notwithstanding. — [Vide Superannuations.) 

Tnxesi in India, 

No <hity or tax (52) Provided always, that no imposition of any 

increase of any duty or tax, 
Prince of Waifs’ within the towns of Calcutta or Madras, the town 
Island, tol)L‘va- and island of Hombay or Prince of Wales’ Island, 
o(m!v valid or effectual, until the same shall have 

tors 'with the been sanctioned by the said Court of Directors, 
t/ approbation of the said Hoard of (’ominis- 
siont‘rs, in manner herein-before prescribed respecting 
duties and taxes of export, iinj)ort, and transit on 
goods, wares, or inereliandize. 

Tea. 

(53) None but the Company, or by their license, to trade in tea. — 
( Vide Tea.) 

Tcrrltor}j subject to each Presidencj/. 

Tho Court of (54;) lie it cnactod by the King’s most excellent 
•IpiKdnMvhai^ Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
parts of tflo ft r- Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 

ritonal aLi|ui present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
tions, rcvonijc , * , 

&r. shall Ik- ^ul - Hie same, that irom and alter the passing ot this act, 
ji-*t tofiilu r, ar 1 it sliall aiul may be lawful for the Court of Directors of 
prelidom-ic^ (’ompaiiy for the time being, to declare and 

siihjoct to the appoint wliat part or parts of the said territorial acqui- 
^ntrol ol the sitions, or of any other now subject to the govern- 
for the AH’airs of Hieiit of the said presidency of Fort St. George, or the 
India. Said presidency of Hombay, together with the revenues 

arising therefrom, and the establishment of civil servants connected 
therewith respectively, shall from thenceforth hereafter be subject 
to the government of either, and wdiich of the said presidencies, or 
of the presidency of Fort William in Bengal, and from time to 
time, as occasion may rc(|uirc, to revoke and alter in the whole or 
in part sucli appointment, and to make such new distribution of 
the same as to them shall seem fit and expcdicift ; subject never- 
theless, in all cases, to the superintendence, direction, and control 
of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, in like manner as any 
acts or orders of the said Court of Directors arc now by law sub- 
ject; and all such territorial acquisitions, and tlie revenues arising 
therefrom, and the establishment of civil servants connected tliercwith, 

y shall, 


l.AWS. 

1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155, 
s 93. 


5 9H. 


1823. 

4 Geo. 4, 
c. 80, 

1809. 

39 and 40 
Geo. 3, 
c. 79, § 1. 
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39 atid >i0 
Geo. 3, 
c. 79, § 1. 


1793. 

33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, 

5 25. 


Ten years, 
by53Gco.3, 

c. 

1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 

C. I,').'), 

$ 80. 


5 61. 


shall, from and after the time, and subject as to such time to the con- 
ditions and limitations to be by the said Court of Directors limited and 
appointed for such purposes respectively, be to all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever annexed to and made subject to such presideiicjs 
and to the court or courts of judicature established or to be established 
therein respectively. 

Vacancies in India. 

(55) And be it further enacted, that all vacancies VarannMi<i be 

happening in the members of the council of Fort Wil- ^’y *1*^* 

Ham, or of Fort St. Cleorge or Ronihay, or of any of 

the members of the council of the same respect ivel}', all and every 
of such vacancies shall he filled up and supplied by the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company, the vacancies uC any of the 
said nieinbers of council being always supplied Irom amongst the list 
of senior niercliants ol'the said Company, who shall have rtspeelively 
resided ten years in India in their service, and not oflierwisc. 

(56) And be it further enacted, that from and afti r Varancios of 
the pa!<sing of this act, all vacancies whiili shall hap- 

pen in the office of governor- geiuTai of Fort William, rliirf. to bv filled 
or of sovcnior of either of the Companv's presiden- “p *»>’ 

. , I. I Dimiors, 

cies or settlements of l ort St. (leorge or Hombay, or subi,Tt t«i Ids 
of governor of the forts and garrisons of Fort Wil- 31’*Msty’s appro- 
iam, Fort St. George, or Bombay, or of cominaiuler- 
in-chief of all the forces in India, or of any provincial commaiuler- 
in-cliicf of the forces there, shall he filled up and supplied by tin* 
Court of Directors of the .said United Company; subject iu\cr- 
tliclc.ss to the approbation of I»is Majesty, to be signitied in writing 
under his royal .sign-manual, countersigned by the president of the 
Board of Cotnmissioners Ibr the Affairs of India ; provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend, or he construed to extend, t(» 
take away or afl'ect the power of the .said C’onrt of t^irectors, to re- 
move or recall any such governor-general, governor, or comiiiaiulcT- 
in-chitf; but the said Court hhall and may at all times have full 
liberty to remove, recall, and dismiss any sucli governor-general, 
governor, or conimander-in-chief, at their will and plea.surc, in the 
like manner as if this act liad not been made. 

(.57) And be it further enacted, that from and after .. . . 

' ' , \ac;incirs in 

the passing of this act, it sliall not be lawful for iiuii:* (with ix- 
the said Court of Directors, citlurr provisionally or ‘vpiions) not to 

, . . . . tu‘ .vniipl'ictl l>V 

otherwi.se, to nominate or appoint any person to j|,^. i);V,H:tors * 
succeed to any tlffice or employment in the civil or without tin* np- 
military establisbrnenls of the said Com[)any in the ijoara** 
EusMIndies, or parts afore.suiii, without the approbation 
of the said Board of Commissioners, other than and except as afore- 
said; provided always, that nothing hc|p|pin contained shall jirevcnt or 
hinder the said Court of Directors from nominating or appointing abso- 
- lulcly 
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c. 155. 
§81. 


Tf lliL* Directors 
nc^li'cr to till up 
vacancies, liis 
Majc.'sly may 
supply tlicin. 


1795. 

33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, 

§23. 


lutely or provisionally, such persons as they nuiy tliink fit to the offices LAWS, 
of member of council, general officer on the staff, advocate and 
attorney-general, attorney at law of the said Company, or chaplain 53000 . 3 , 
at the several presidencies or settlements, or to any offices or em- 
ployments in the civil or marine establishments of the said Company, 
which may be and usually have been supplied by persons not liaving 
been covenanted servants of the said Company previously to their 
nominations or appointments, nor to prevent the said Court of Di- 
rectors from nominating or appointing writers, cadets, or assistant- 
surgeons, in such manner as they have heretofore been used or accus- 
tomed to do. 

(58) Provided always, and be it further enacted 
that when and so often as the said Court of Directors 
shall neglect, for the space of two calendar months, 
to be computed from the day whereon the notification 
of the vacancy of any office or employment in India, 
in the appointment of the said Court of Directors ; shall have been 
received by the said court, to supply such vacancy, then and in 
every such case it shall be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs and suc- 
cessors, to constitute and appoint, by writing, under his or their 
royal sign-manual (under the same restrictions and regulations as are 
hereinbefore provided with respect to the nominations and appoint- 
ments made by the said Court of Directors) such i)erson to supply 
such vacancy as his Majesty, his heirs and successors, shall tliink 
pro|)cr; and that every person so co}t>titiited and appointed shall have 
and be invested with the same powers, privileges, and avithoritics, as 
if he or they liad been nominated and iippointed by the said Court of 
Directors, and shall be subject to recall only by the King’s Majesty, 
his heirs or successors ; any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding.* 


Votes in Court and General Courts when et/ual. 

In ca^ics of ' (50) And w hereas, by the Charter of Incorporation 

of the said United Company, granted under the autho- 
or Courts of Pi- rity of an act j)asscd in the ninth and tentli year of 
reifors, tliiM|iKs- of lu’s hitc Majesty, King M’illiarn the Third, 

sideterl us rt*iic t- udituled, “ All Aet for raising a Sum not exceeding 
Two Millions, |upon a FmuHor payment of Annuities 
after the rate of Eight Pounds per Centum per .\nnuni, 
and for settling the Trade to the East-Indies,” it is 
ordered and appointed, that in all cases where there 
shall be an equality or equal number of votes, in any 
general court, or in any Court of Directors to be^iolden as aforesaid, 
the matter shall be determined by lots, which the treasurer for the said 
Company shall cause to be prepared and drawn for that purpo^: and 
whereas it is expedient that such mode of decision should he no longer 
continued ; be it therefore enacted, tha^ from and after the pas.sing of 

this 


1S13. 
53 (»«). 
c. 155, 
§77. 


L*d, L'MTpl ill 
casts of iwo tir 
more iMn(ii(lati.s 
for olTicf, which 
are still to he tie- 
termiiied hy lot. 



COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


tAWS. 

1813. 

53 Gvo. 3, 
C. 155, 

§ 77. 


179S. 

S3 Geo. 3, 
c. 5‘J, 

§ 4‘J. 


§43. 


§ .' 19 . 


I fiO. 


^32 

this Bctf no question in any such geneml court, or Court of Directors, 
shall be carried otherwise than by a majority of votes; and in all 
cases of an equality of votes upon any cpiestion put in any such 
general court or Court of Directors, such c(|uality shall be (leenied 
and taken to operate as a rejection of the motion or proposition on 
which such question shall have been so jnit : provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
cases of election of any person to any office or j)lace where there 
shall be more than one candidate for such oifice or place, but that in all 
such cases where there sliall be an equality of votes in favt)ur of any 
two or more candiilates, such tdection may be di‘tertnined by lot, in 
manner directed by the said charter; any thing herein contained to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

JlV/r or IJostIlifU'ji. 

(60) War not to be declared, tK-c., by the governor-geiu ral in council 
at Fort William without tl\e command of rlie (’ourt of Directors, or ul 
the Secret Committee by the authority of the board of Commissioners, 
except preparations of hostilities shall he made, Ac. (!ommunieatioii 
of commencement of lii»stilities, cSrc., to be rnaile to the Direc tors, »Ve. 

(61) (roviTninents »/f* Fort St. <ic*orgo and Bombay, not to declare 
war, i*wc., but by orders from I'ort William, or the Direilors, tic. 
Penalty on governors, i\:e. of Fott St. Cieorge and Bombay, lor 
neglect of orders from Fort W illiam. - t r/t/e ( ffivemment^.) 

IVriiers a ml 

(62) And be it further enacted, that it ^hall not be Din-i ior^ not to 
lawful for the Court of Dire<*tors of the slid (’ompany j./,,*,!,', li, 

to a}jpoiiit or serai rnit to India a greater number nt' ..arv to 
persons, in the caiKu itv' of cadets or write rs, or in anv 

* . . / , .... * •'» itii- <- 

other capacity* than w ill he necc‘s<arv, in addition to » . m. 
those already in India, to Mipfily the proper c jiinjih menl of' oHieers 
and servants containc;cl in the sitici list.s of their e^tahli'^hrnents, ac c ord- 
ing to finch returns of vac;:incie.s as tlie rc^pectivl• governim nfs in India 
shall transmit from tliei’c e to the said (’ourt of Dirc'ctc^rs. 

(63) And be it furtfier enacfc'd, that no pe rson sfiall mtmI 

be capable of acting, or hcdrig appointeci or sent to In- ^ ' t* 

dia, in the capacity of writer or c-adet wlio^e age shall 

be under fifteen years, or shall (‘xceed twe-nty-two yc-ars, nor until thr 
person proposed, or intended to be? so appointed, shall lia\e deliverc'd 
to the said Court of Direc^tors a certificate of his nge, undt r the Iniiid 
of the minister of the parish in which he ivas haptizi ci, nr ke eper of 
the regi.stry of baptism of fiuch jKirish ; and if no such rc gl>trv can 
be found, an affidavit of that circumstance shall be made by the party 
himsei^with his information and belief that his age is not under fifteen 
years, and doth not exceed twenty-two years ; provich cl nevc rflu less, 
that the said restriction shall qpt f;xtcnfl Xp prevent the said Court of 

Directors 
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Directors from appointing any person to be a cadet who shall have 
been for the space of one year at least a commissioned officer in his 
Majesty’s service, or in the militia or iencible men when embodied, 
and hath been called into actual service, or from the company of cadets 
in the royal regiment of artillery, and whose age shall not exceed 
twenty-five years. 


HY-LAWS. 

It is ordained, That the Hy-Laws shall be read in the first Court of 
Directors, and first (ieneral Court, after every annual election. 


Dirorljirs <»r 

Ojhl-T |KTsiill'i 

iriiilcy of a wilful 
t»n :icli (if (lie ity* 
laws to !»o rr- 
ii)o\iii, nu(i ron- 
ik-rod iiuajuiliio 
of lioKJiit^ any 
itllice. 


Ihanh t,f liy-Lnu'S, 

'flint if any director sliall be guilty oi‘a wilful breach 
of any ot the by-laws of this corporation, to which any 
other special penalty is not annexed, and shall be so 
adjudged by a general court, he shall be liable to be 
removed i’roni his office of director, and sliall be inea- 
[lable tbereaftcr of bolding any other office or employ- 
ment under this Company. 


A (‘iKiinnan 
ai)(i lk‘|>uty 
t'li.iiini.u) to he 
< liOMMI 

h) 'uwl 

allowed a 

M‘ar (Mt'h, .iiid 
tori-ry otIuT l)i- 
ifctor ;i-T<*ar. 


Chairman and Depui^-Chairmniu 

'fliat at the first court of directors alter every an- 
nual election, a chairman and deputy-chairman shall 
be chosen for the year by the ballot ; and that each of 
them be allowed five hundred pounds a year, and tMTy 
other dirtilor three hundred pounds a-ycar, for his 
attendance upon the business of this Company. 


Court (if Directors, 


'fhal a Court of Directors shall be suiiinioned, and held once in 
every week, at the least. 


to 

withilravv dining 
dolniti in u lui Ii 
ll>e> an* pn ton- 
ally cotucniod. 


" If any tlehate shall arise in the ('onrt of Directors 
concerning any director, or any matter or thing wherein 
any tlirector shall be personally eoneeriuxl, every such 
ibrector, having been first heard, shall withdraw during 
such debate, and when the question thereon is put. 


( 't impa 7ii/s Cash, 


(,*om|)»ny’» tuo- 
iu;y not lo Ih' in- 
votliil ill ('oin- 
pariy\ kUit-k, 
uitlnxit cttoKcnt 
»>f ibe ^incrnl 
court. 

to be kept 
.It ifie flunk of 
KngUiul. 


'fhat the (\)urt of Directors shall not invest any of 
tlu' I’ompany .s money in purchasing any part or share 
in the capital stock of this f’ompany. without the con- 
sent of the (ieneral (’ourt first had. ^ 

That the t'ash of this corporation, except sueh^suiiis 
as the Court of Dirt'Ctors shall tiiink necessary to trust 
under the earc jif the Conmanv s cashier, trom time to 
W * time. 


LAMrS. 

1793. 

33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, 5 60 


V. i, 5 2 . 

s *»• 


c. (I, ktl 


5 » 


i.-i, 5 I 
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5 5. 

5 «• 

5 7. 

c. 6 § 

5 4. 

§ 5 . 




time, for the current bii.^inesti, shall ho kept at the Ihiiik of Knglaml, 
in such method ns ttie Court of Directors shall appoint. 

That for every sum drawn out of the Bank of England, a write^olf 
or draft shall bo signed by the chnirmnn or deputy-chairman, for the 
time being, and one other director of the ('onimlttee of Treasury, and 
countersigned by the principal cashier oishis deputy, or by such other 
officer or officers us the Court of Directors shall a[)point lor that pur- 
pose; and that no otlier person but the principal cashier, or liis ileputy, 
shall present the said write offi or draft for payment. 

That no money relating to the trade or attairs of the 
Company shall be disposed of without an order of ilie 
Court of Directors ; and that the interest, and all other 
advantages arising and growing upon the cash of the 
Company, shall he brought to the account of the said Company 


No inniu’V' t*i 
In* of 

without ill) ordrr 
of the Coiiit of 
Direi'torb. 


That the book containing the state of the cash >hiill St.ite tlw 
be laid before the Court of Director^, tnu e iti t verv ‘ * 

lu lon the ( ourt 

week, by the cashier, .trul that he ?»ign the ^aine. ut.kK. 

That the cliairman or deputy-chairman, and tuo nl* i;.,Lii(iv i.t ^.l^ll 
the Court of Directors, do once a mt>nth. or t*!u ner, t.» * •. unii.r.l 

examine the several >pt cies \v!iercf)t* the balance of tlie | ^ ' 

casli consists, and certify the «ame untler tlair liaiuU. 

That no unlimited vote of credit ^hall be given by N» 
ihC'Court o^' Directors to tlie Cumniittei* of 'l'rt,i>uiv ' i 

I-- /I..-.! {! c 

on tlie Company s account. ( i,t 

'I.i . 


Diroffffs, 

That in all case^, no director of this Company >Iiall 
have any dealings or biNintss uitli tlu^ Company «ip‘»n 
his own account, eitiier separately, or in ronjumfion 
with any other pcTsftn or person-,, fur or in respi et of 
buying for, or selling to the Compariy any hullion (‘r 
other goojis, or in the la. iking of any other bargain or 
eontrael, bv, tf», or with flii.-^ coiporation, other ili.m 
Company’s public sale..^. 


Ni) Din I ii r f'» 

hikw* .en 

I ■».> l•’l| till’ 

( ^l. > , * ' 

, . J|[ Ill »i, 

.It tJii- 
ill 

at iinv t'f the 


That no di'eetor shall give In’., vote for any l«»t of n ,, p;,. , ...r f,» 
goods bought at the Company's sale, or for making any , „ ii.,. v i.. 
allowance fur any goods so bought, wherein he shall be «» n. i 

directly or iiiilua ( tly ( omcriieti. i* ■ » 

That if any director shall take any fee, prest r»t, or \., pin. i. r fo 
reward, directly or indirectly, upon any account what- tjike au) !“•. 
soever relating to the bn.»iucs.s or alfair.s ol the Coin- ' * 

pany, or bis office of a director, lu‘ sbali forfeit t<i tlie 
use of this Company double the amount n'ct'ived, be Ji.ible to be 
removed from^iis office of director, and sliaii be, /('/>, iiu apable 

thereafter of bolding any other place wbatsoi ver, or .uiy i nij.Icv mi nt 
or pension under I lie Compr^iy'. 


I hut 
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That every director goiii|r beyond gca shall make a 
report thereof to the Court of Directors, who shall 
notify his absence to the general court after it shall 
have exceeded the period of one \ear, and such director shall there- 
upon be liable to be removed from his oHice of director. 


No piTson can 
he a director 
Mitliiii t\vo\cai» 
»ftcr haviri;; 
in'cn ii) tlic coiii- 
|>.ii\y'» iiiaiititiie 
M'lvice ; or if 

uii of- 
fice under tlic 


That any proprietor ulio shall h.ive been elected a 
director of ihii ('umpaiu, uiihin Ivvo years after hav- 
ing held any iiu'iitime office in tliv service of the Coni- 
|><any, shall he liable to be retneved from bis office of 
director ; and that any director wlio shall hold any o^icu 
or place of emolument under the crown, shall be liable 
to be removed from the saitl tdlic e of director. Pro- 


vided always that thi^ by-l.iu- vhall not affect any per- 
son at prescDt in the direction, anil now holding an office under the 
crown, or jirechide his being rt *eletled to he a director, or subject him 
to be liid)le to ])e n moved from the said ofiit e. 


'J’liat i ve! V director >liull huve liberty to take copies 
of’ all accfjiint^, litters, am! p.'iptis ril.ilingto the Com- 
pany’s affairs, excc])t sin h us are hriore the Secret 
(’oinmitee appointed by the act of llS Geo. Ill, cap. 
yjf or the Committees of Secney. 


lilt 'ftor', m.iV 
n»s|M I ! .'I'll « '» 

|i.i|n rfc ; rvrt pi 

S#*iTvl ('.tiiniiM- 

.mi < ' 
liuUiv u!' '•'n j 
ey. 

J)k .^pu, t'/ics (Diil OnL'ni in he .Si l)*f 

Allm.l 'fljat no orders shall be suit hv the directors to, or 

l:y tinr- 
Citni or iixtic ai- 
n't (ors fXt'lJtf 
orders from liu 

SetiLl C iiTiiii.ii. 

U'c or ('oMOiiit- 
ti » s of St I In V. 


obeved Iiy, an\ ju rsons i mpl»»\ ed in tin* ser\ice of this 
(’oinj)afiy, in India, or any otlua* jiarts beyond the ('ape 
of Ciooil Hope, or at St. Helena, but siuli as shall be 
signed bv tliirteen or more ot' tlie director*, for the time 
beiitg ; e\ce|»l such orders as are directed or allowed 
to be issued by the .'^'eeret Committee, purMianl to the aet of Parlia- 
ir.ent of 3d Cieo. Ill, cap. .V-i, or by the C’ommirtets of Secrecy, rela- 
tive to signals, places of rendezvous, and com oy.s, and other com- 
mercial matters. 

Dissents, 


1>i Tt'i'tors in.iy 
enter dissi'iie- on 
t\)ur( rniraitcN. 

minutes of the 
resolution. 


Also rcsolii- 
tioiiii rt'sjurlinjj 
gniniilii'Si, ex~ 
ctTtling .(.’mH), 
to In* l.iltl l»oft»re 
two gi'tirriil 
fourlv, in ihe 
form t>f a 
»(ating llif 


'fhat any director vvho shall dissent from .'inv reso- 
lution of the ('ourt of Directors shall have the liberty 
of entering his dissent, >uth the reasons thereof, on the 
said court, within fourteen days from the passing such 

Gratuities, 

That every resolution of the Court of Directors for 
granting to any persc)n by way of gratuity, any sum of 
money, exceeding in the whole six luindred pound.s, 
shall l)c laid before and approved by two general 
irourts, specially summoned for that purpose, in the 
form of a report, stating the grounds upon winch such 
grant is recommended, which resolution and report 
^ « •hull 


Rt-Law». 

I 7. 

h s>. 


% li. 


c.6,§l0. 


5 IS. 


I *zo. 
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shall bo signed by such directors as aj^prove the same, 
and that the dociinients on which such resolution may 
have been formed shall be open to the inspection of 
the proprietors, from the day on which public notice 
has been given of the proposed grant. 


grounds of re- 
coin I Yiondut ion, 
.* 111(1 signed by 
the directors ap- 
proving tlio 
same. 


17. 


§ IH. 


Offices and Salaries, 


That no new office, cither at home or abroad, shall 
be created by the directors w'ith any salary exceeding 
the sum of two hundred pounds per annum, without 
the approbation of two general courts to be sum- 
moned for that purpose. 

That no additional salary, exceeding in the whole 
two hundred pounds per annum, .shall he amicxeil to 
any office, without the approbation of two general 
courts to he summoned for that purpose. 


N(» new office 
to be created of 
more than .£‘J(X) 
per anmiin, 
uitbiMit appro- 
liation of two 
gi'iicral courts. 


Not a gical(*r 
addition ibait 

to a saliiry. 


Pensions, 

§ That every resolution of the Court of Directors for granting a new 

pension or an increase of pension, exceeding in the wliole tw o hundred 
pounds per annum, to any one person, shall be laid before and ap- 
proved by two general courts specially siiminom^d for that purpose, 
before the same shall he sul)mitted to the Hoard of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India, in the form of a report, ‘•tating the grounds upon 
which such grant i.s recommended, wliicli resolution and report shall 
be signed by >tieli directors as approve the same, and that the docu- 
ments upon which such resolution may have* hecn formed shall he 
open to the inspection of the proprietors from the day on which public 
notice has been given ol’ the proposid grant. 


Rroiitcr of Ponds and other Inst nniunts, 

c. 11, That the Court of Directors do cauM* a registi r of all bonds for 
§ 1 to money borrowed at interest to be kept under the inspection of* those 
who have the custody of the seal. 

That a register be kept, in like iiianm r. for the entry ol‘ all other 
bonds and irustruments, of what kind soevi r, which shall pass under 
the ('ompany’.s seal. 

That tlie secretary, hir the time being, do see that rcMstcr 

the .said register hooks be laid before the ('oiirt of |i«H»ks to lu- laid 
Directors, at the first court in every calendar month. *»***orc tlu tomt. 


Srrd of the Cotnpani/, 

c ly, 5 1. That the common seal of this corporation shall he 
kept under three locks : that the kiy of one of flic 
said locks shall be kept by the chairman or deputy- 
chairman, for the time being; that thf.* key of another 
of the said locks s’lall he kept by Uie aeconnfant- 


Aii.! ii(»t to Ih' 
put to iii'v writ- 
ing tint by order 


general 
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general or his deputy : and that the third key shall be kept by the By-Laws. 
treasurer or his deputy ; that in case of* the indispensable absence of ^"77 
the chairman and deputy-chairman, their key shall he placed in the c. 12. § 1. 
custody of the secretary or his deputy for the period of such absence; 
and that the said seal shall not he set to any writing or instrument 
but by an order of the Court of Directors first had for that purpose ; 
and in the unavoidable absence of the chairman or deputy-chairman, 
not to be aflixed but in the presence of the secretary, the accountant- 
general, and the treasurer, or their respective deputies. 

Sit per a n n nations . 

That such allowances, in the nature of superan- c. fj, §ir>. 
nuations, as the (’ourt of Directors are empowered 
to grant to their officers and servants in England, by 
(leo. Ill, cap. section 9 : 1 , shall be laid before 
the next general court. 

yacancics in the Direction* 

That whenever there shall he a vacancy of the place § s. 
of a dirt'Ctor, another .shall he c hosen in his room within 
a convenient time, not exceeding forty days after evt ry 
such vac ancy shall have been declared in the Court of 
Directors ; and that ten days’ public notice shall be 
given of the day upon which such choice shall be made. 


Allowanci'?, for 
siipL'iariiiiiati 
to oflievrs 
servants in lai - 
land to he l.i 1 
l)erorc next ge- 
neral court. 


Vacancies in 
tile direction to 
he (illed up itii - 
in forty davs 
after a d\'v l.ira- 
tion thereof. 



( > 


COURTS OF JUDICATURE. 


Under this head may be classed 

1. The Supreme Courts of Judicature in Bengal, and at 
Madras and Bombay, 

2. The Recorder’s Court at Prince of Wales’ Island, Sin- 
gapore, and Malacca, 

3. The Court cstal)lished under the act of the 24th Geo. 
Ill, cap. 25, and 2(> Geo. Ill, cap. 57 — for the trial in 
Groat Britain of offences committed in India ; and, 
lastly, 

4. The Courts, for the Provinces in India. 

The origin and establishment of the Supreme Courts at the 
three Presidencies will be first noticed. 

BENGAL. 

The charter granted to the East-India Company by Charles 
IL in the year 1061, gave to tlie cV)vernor and Council of the 
several places belonging to the Company in the East-Indies 
power to judge all persons living under the Company in all 
causes, whether civil or criminal, according to the laws of 
Great Britain, and to execute jiulginent accordingly. 

In the subsequent grants to the C’ompany of the islands of 
Bombay and St. Helena in 1669 and 1674, full power was 
given for the exercise by the Company of judicial authority 
according to the British law's. 

In the year 16H;3, Charles the Second granted a further 
charter to the (\)inpany, in which the royal will was declared, 
that a C'otirt of Judicature should be estublished at such places 
as the Company might appoint; to consist of one person, 
learned in the civil laws, and two merchants; all to be ap- 
pointed by the Company. 

This arrangement w'ns continued in the charters granted by 
^James the Second in the year 1686, iuid by William the Third 
in the year 1698 ; but it does not appear to have been effectuial 

' to 
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to the object for wliich it was framed; for, in the year 1726, 
the Court of Directors represented to the King, that there 
“ was great want at Miidras, Fort William, and ]h)ml)ay, of 
‘‘ a proper and competent power and authority for the more 
** speedy and effectual administering of justice in civil causes, 
and for the trying and punishing of capital and other cri- 
“ niinal offences and misdemeanors.” "I'lie court, therefore, 
prayed permission to estahlisli May<>Fs C’ourts at the said 
places. 

In comj>liance with tie, prayer of this peliticm, Ids Majesty 
George I. was pleased on the 2!lh of Septeml)er 1720, by 
letters patent, to establish Mayor’s C'ourts at Madras, Bombay, 
and Fort William, each consisting of a mayor ami nine aider- 
men ; sevi ii <»1‘ whom, with the mayor, were required to be 
natural-born Britisli subjects. '^I'he courts so established were 
f ’ourts of Record, and were autliori/.ed to try, hear, and deter- 
mine all civil suits, actions, ami pleas luilween party and party. 

By virtue of the same letu rs patent, the local governments 
were consliiuted Courts of Becoril, to wliom a))peals from the 
decisions of I lie ^Mayor’s Court might be made, and wliose 
decrees W(‘re declared to be final in all causes involving sums 
under one tlumsaiid pagoilas. In causes involving sums above 
that amount, further ajipeals were aulhorizi d from the Ciovern- 
nient (’ourts to the King in C'oiineil. 

The Goveniment C\>iirts were further constituted Courts of 
Oyer and '^IVrmincn and \Ni?re authorized ami requiretl to 
liold quarter sessions for the trial of’ all cdViaices, excepting 
Idgli treason ; ami the flavor's C’ourts were empowered to 
grant probates iif wills ami ailininistralioii to intestates’ eflecls. 

In conse(|uence of the capture of ^ladras by the hrench in 
the year 17I(h the Mayor’s Court wliicli had been established 
there was dissolved. 

Madras was suhs(4juently restored, and upon the re-settle- 
ment there of the Kasi-Iiidia Company, the Court of Directors 
represented to the King in Council that it would be a grea^ 
encouragement to persons to come and settle at that place, 
“ if a proper xind C(un potent jiulicial power and authority 
“ were establishetl there.” They further represented, that *‘it 
“ had been fotind by experience that there were some defects 

2 ^ 



OJO COURTS OF JUDICATURE. 

BENGAl.. 

‘‘ in the charter” granted in 1726, which has been before 
referred to. 

Upon these grounds, his Majesty King George II. was pleased 
to accept tlie Company’s surrender of that charter; anil by 
letters patent, dated the 8th of January 175:1, established 
Mayor’s Courts and Government Courts of Appeal, &c. at 
Madras, HoiiiIkiv, and Fort William, constituted in the manner 
above described, but with powers intended to remedy the de- 
fects of which the C'onipan}' hail complained. 

These letters patent also established a C\>urt of Requests at 
each of tlie said places for the determiniition of suits, ‘‘ wht*re 
the debt, duty, or matter in dispute should not exceed fivc^ 
‘‘ pagoilas.” 

The Mayor’s Courts, as well as the C’ourts of Recpiests, were 
made subject to a control on the part of the C’ourt of Direc- 
tors, it having been proviileil in the letti i-s patent, that they 
(the Court of Directors) might ‘‘ ntiike by-laws, rules, and 
ordinances, for the good governnu nt anil regulation of the 
several C’ourts of Judicature esiablisheil in India.” 

In the year 1772, the affairs of the lOast-Indui Company 
were examined into by the llousi.'of Commons; wdien it was 
judgeil necessary to ilevise a plan for their future government, 
which should correct the pn vailing abu'-i‘S, and give strength 
anil vigour to their affairs. Oju‘ of the leading objects was 
the introiluction «#f a new svstenj of jurisprudence, whereby 
the revenues and commerce of the (.a>mpaiiy should be ])n- 
serveil from ilepriilat ion, by subjecting their servants to the 
control of the courts — by relieving the subject from oppi’essioii, 
by the. mi.'ans of redress being fai'ilitated — anil a fixed and 
regular course of justice e'.tablishiril for the permanent sei*urily 
of liberty and property. 

The Conijiany, by a resolution of the ('oiirt of Froprii^tors, 
of the 1th Marcli 1772, recomm<*nded the C’ourt of* Directors 
‘‘ to make aj)plication to the crown for a new CJiarter of Ju.s- 
‘‘ tice in IJengal.” 

The Regulating Act of the RIth Cfi%; III. was at that lime 
under consideration, and it was determined to mgr aft iheivon 
such provisions as might be deenieil necessary to place the 
judicial system on a better and more perfect footing. 


A bill 
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A l)ill was aca)rdingly introduced into tlie House of Coni- 
inoiis on the liltli of April 1772, by Mr. Sullivan, a Director 
of the Company ; the object of wliich, so far as respects 
the administration of justice in Jndi.a, was the institution of 
a new Court of Judicature in IJen<^al, instead of the Mayor’s 
Court; and it was j)rt>posed, that such- new court shoulii con- 
sist of a chief justice and thriM^ f>th(a' judoes, who should hold 
their offices for life; that it diould exercise civil, criminal, and 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction ; that all criminal causes sliould be 
(haermiiied by juri«*s, and civil causes heard upon depositions; 
that appi*als should hc^ allowed to the IJengal Clovernnieiil, 
assistial by the chiei* justice, who was to have a vote thenan, 
hut in no case where the* cUtht miL!;ht i*xct*ed £.j 00 ; tlial fri>in 
thti decisions ol‘ the Bengal Cirovc*rnmeJit upon such appeals, 
furtlua* appi*als shoidd lit^ to tiu! Kinu; in Council, and that 
vacancies ot* jud^c* should he filled up l)y the C\)inj)any. 

Parliament, howi ver, determined, previously to the ad<^j>tion 
of any definite nu'aMire, to a^^ail the result of an investiga- 
tion into the tci‘iu‘j*al alfairs of the C'ompany at home and 
abroad ; a committee of thirty-one inemhers was appointed to 
impiii'i^ into the nature and state of the Kast-lndia Company, 
and of the alfairs in the h'.ast-Iiidie"'. 'Phe necessity of such 
in(]uirv was strongly ur^i-d, that a renular and permanent form 
<»f justice and L»<iveriiment mijj^ht he i'^tal)li^hetl. On the ISrh 
May J i 72, llu; hill which ISIr. Sullivan had imrculuceil was lost, 
on a ilivision. 

No fiirlher alti'inpt was made t4> ohlaiii an alteration in the 
Kimr’s Court in Bengal until ITTJ, when tin* Company l)eing 
compt'lli'd t 4 > petition the House of Commons for pecuniary 
assistance, added U> their petition an assurance that they 

woidtl forthwith consider aiul priijnise such regulations as 
“ jiiinht. appear proper and essential lor the ilue ailmiiiistra- 
‘‘ lion of justice in India.” 

In coiiforiiiily with the intention thus expresseil, the Cu^iie 
i*al C^oiirt of Proprit*tors, on the llMh ol May 1 7'7J, came to 
\arious resolutions; the main object of which was an appli- 
cution for a new charter of justice, explaining, amending, and 
exti'iiding the. charter of I7,'i3. It was ])roposed that, in the 
new charier, provisii>n sliould hi* made to enable the directi»rs 
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of the Company to add to eacli of the Mayor’s Courts a bar-- 
rister of not loss than tliree years’ standinj^» who should he 
denoiiiiiiated Recorder and that he should also be added 
to the governor and council as a member of the Courts of 
Oyer and Terminer and (Quarter Sessions. It was also pro- 
posed to extend the powers .-Jind jurisdiction of the Mayor’s 
Courts, particularly to crintinal prosecutions against the ser- 
vants of the Company ; except for oileiices triable by courls- 
martiah or conimltti'd l>y the governors. It was further pro- 
posed to introduce the privilege of Habeas Corpus to India.” 

U'hesc propositions were annexed by the Company to a peti- 
tion to the House of C'ommons, in which they solicited leave 
to introduce a bill accordingly. 

The House had, on the Ith of Alay 1T73, granted leave to 
Lord North and others to bring in a bill “ For establishing 
certain Regulations for the better Manageuieut of the Aflairs 
of the Kast-Iiulia Coni[)any, as well in India as in Fiiro|>e;” 
and such bill was introduced accordingly on the 18th of May, 
the day alter that on which the Company's petition for a bill, 
fouiuleil on tlit'ir j>roposil ions, had been presenti*(h 

Lord North’s Bill involved most important alterations in 
the constitution of the Company and the arrangement of 
their allairs : il aFo puiposed the estahlishineiit of a Supreme 
Court of Judicature in I^eJigal, willi civil, criminal, aiul eccle- 
siiLstical jurir^iliction over all persons, excepting I he governor- 
general or any of the council of govi i luneiit. 'I'liis hill, 
notwitli.sianding the oppt>siti<^n id’ the C’onipany, passed tlic 
House of Commons Ofi the lOlh of June 'I'he voles 

Mere one hundred and thirty-one for the bill, aiul twenty-one 
against it. No time was lost in preferring to the House 
of Lords a petition against the bill ; in which, so far us 
respected the administration of justice, the C'ompauy repre- 
sented that the matm'ial ellects of ]:>reventing oppres- 
“ sion5i in India, hy establishing a respectable court of justice 
“ on the spot, must be defeated by the bill, since the per- 
sons who might be su})])osed to comtnil such oppressions 
** were exempted from the jurisdiction of the C^ourt^ and cun- 
sciiuently left without restraint and further, that the 
most eifectual provision of all others to prevent oppressums^ 

“ whicii 
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“ which was recommended by the Company — viz, that of the 
“ Habeas Corpus, whereby men might know of what crime 
“ they were accused, and by whom in^^risoned — was omitted ; 
“ by which means all tlie tyranny of a double government, 
“ w’ithout responsibility any where, would be entailed on the 

inhabitants.*^ 

All opposition, however, to the bill wiis fruitless. On the 
20 th June 1773, it was agreed to by the Uords without 
alteration, aiul on the following day it received the roval 
assent. 

Such were the circumstances under which the Kinjr was 
authorized to establish a Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 
William, 'riiis authority was exercised on the 26th of March 
1771; when a charter was issued, by wliicli a supreme court 
was erected, to consist of a chief justice and three puisne 
judges, and was empowered to administer in India all the 
departments of English law; as well as a court of common 
law, it w’as a court of ciiuity, of oyer and terminer and gaol 
delivery, an ecclesiastical court and a ^‘ourt of admiralty. 
All proceeding ]>< iuling in the MayoFs Court, which w'as 
abolisluMl. w’ei*e transferred to the Supreme Court, to whom 
the records of the flavor’s Court were ordered to be deli- 
vered iij). 

4'he jurisdiction of the Supreme Court w'as declared to 
extend to all Britisli subjects in Hengal, Bahar, and Orissa; 
anil they were authorized to hear and determine suits or actions 
of British siihjcets against natives, where the cause might 
involve a sum exceeding five hundred rupees, and where the 
party in the contract under dispute might have agreed in case 
of dispute to submit to tbe C'ourt’s decision. It w'as at the same 
time declared, that the Supreme Court should not be compe- 
tent to licar and determine any indictment or information 
against the governor-general or any of the council, for any 
*>ITence not being treason or felony. 

On tbe 28tli March 177*1, the newdy- appointed judges of 
the Supreme Court, l^lijah Impey, Esq., chief justice, llohcrt 
Chambers, Esq., Stephen C. Lc Maistre, Esq., and John Hyde, 
Esc]., puisne judges, took leave of tlie Court of Directors, and 
availed themselves of that opportunity to assure the Court, that 

they 



234 COURTS OF JUDICATURE. 

BENGAL. 

they would use their utmost endeavours to render their appoint- 
ment serviceable to the Company'. 

A short experience j)roved that the authority whicii they 
exercised was incompatible with the <^ooil ^ovcriiiiienl of tin* 
territories of the Company, or wLtli the happiness of the vast 
population commit ted to their care. 

Instead of a code of laws havin«; been framed lor this new 
institution in India, the English laws were introdiictal in their 
full extent and with all th«‘ir consecpieiices, without any ri'strie- 
tion or modification whatever, to acei)mmodale them to the 
habits, manners, religious heelings, and local ciistojus of thtj 
natives, or to the influence of other laws handl'd tlowii from 
the remotest antu|uity, and fixed in tin* hearts of the people. 

It had been the constant jiractice for the di'partiiieiit of 
government whicli was entrusted with the inaiiageiueiil ol 
the public revenue, to exercise juilieial authority in n-veniie 
matters: and when the Company, in the year 177.“:^, ostensibly 
assumed the office of Dewau of IJeiigaU provincial councils 
and courts of appeal were established under llu* titles oJ' 
IJewannce Adawlut.** 'I'liese courts were instituted, under 
the authority of the Dewun, for hearing and determining all 
civil suits whatsoever between native and native, and all causes 
relating to the revenue. 

Thejiulges of the Supreme C’ourl, little disposed to recog- 
nize the authority of the courts of’ J )ewaiuiee Adawiut, had 
scarcely entered upon their office, than they eiiileavoured to 
extend their jurisdiction to subjects iutiriiately coiiiiect«’d with 
the collection and security of the revenue. W'rils were issued 
at the suit of individuals against llu! zemindars of the coun- 
try ; and, in carrying into effect these and other orders of tiu* 
Supreme Court, odious outrages on the persons and properly 
of natives of rank and consitleratioii werii committed, whicli 
the Company, in a petition to llie House of Commons, cha- 
ritably ascribed ‘‘ to the ignorance of the inferior oflic-ers of 
the court.’* The Supreme Court further appear (o have 
considered the criminal law of Kngiand as in force against 
the natives of Bengal, though utterly repugnant to their laws 
and customs. Great complaints of injustice and oppression 
consi^uently arose, and the power assumed by the Supreme 

C'oiirt 
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Court seemed to indicate an attempt to extend its juris- 
diction and the authority of the Kiiglisli law to the native 
inhabitants of Bengal, by whom such an attempt was regarded 
with general a])preheiisioii and alarm. But the evil which 
threatened the subversion of all rt^gular government in India, 
was the collision between tlie Supreme Council and the Su- 
preme (^^oiirt. W^ann disputes regarding their respective 
powers had frec|iu nlly arisen ; and notwithstanding the Su- 
preme Court had been restricted from bearing any indictment 
or inforinatioii against the governor-general or any of the 
council, they attempted to cixtcaid their jurisdiction to suits 
instituted against the Bengal government, for acts done by 
them in their collective capacity. In the year 1779 the con- 
tentions betweem the aiithoritit .s rcachetl a most alarming 
height, in consecpience of a suit having been instituted in the 
Supreme Court, by a native inluihitant of Calcutta, against a 
zemindar. Tlu' Bengal government, a])prehensive for the 
revenue, notified to tbe zemindar that lu* was not subject to 
the Supreme Court’s jurisiliction : the cH»urt, however, deter- 
mined to maintain thiar authority, and despatched an armed 
force to i xc'ciile tlu ir writ. The governmeiu, on their part, 
resolved to assert tlu‘ir civil and military rights, and caused 
the force to be captured and brought to the presidency, 
wluTe tlu*y wen* immeiliately releasi.d. Strong proceedings 
were adopteil by the court against some of the persons em- 
ploveil on that occasion: and an attempt was made to arrest 
the officer who commanded the detachment by wliich the armed 
force was captured ; but to that officer the government granted 
tbe protection of ibe military. 

The Supreme C’ouncil on the one hand, and the judges 
on tlui other, wi n* unanimous in every measure taken tlirough- 
out tlii‘S 4 * unba]i]>y contentions : dearly show ing, that tliere 
was a defect in the law, and that the powers of the two au- 
thorities were not sufficiently defined. 

Bttilions, couched in the strongest terms, soliciting relief 
from the powders assiitned by the Supreme Court, w*ere pre- 
sented to l^arliament from tbe East-Iiulia Company, from the 
Bengal Cloveriimeiit, and from British subjects, inliabitaiits of 

Beiigiil- 
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Bengal.^ It was stated, that unless relief was given tlie Com- 
pany would have ports without trade, possessions without 
revenue, and laws without inhabitants. 

These petitions w<*re referred to a select committee of 
the House of Commons, consisting of fifteen Meinliers. In 
consequence of a report from that committee, an act was 
passed on the 18 th July 1 T 81 , for new modelling the 
Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, fi>r indemnifying 
the governor in council for their resistance to tlie decrees of 
the Siiid court, and for directing in future the operation of 
its jurisdiction, as also for the relief of certain persons im- 
prisoned at Calcutta under a judgment of the Supreme Court. 

This act provided that the governor general and council 
of Bengal should not he subject to tlie jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court, hut should he amenahle to a com|Klenl court 
in Great Britain, 'i'hat the Supreme Court should have no 
jurisdiction whatever in matters of revenue, nor over any 
person on account of hi'* heing a lanilowner or farmer of land, 
nor over persons employed hy the C’«impany in a judicial 
capacity; that it should have power to d(*termiiu* suits against 
the native inhahitants of Calcutta hy the nativi* laws, and to 
frame su<?fi forms of process as might suit their religion and 
manners. Authority was hy the same act given to the Bengal 
government to hear appeals fn)ni tin* decisions of the pro- 
vincial courts, and to determine all revenue (jue'^tions. C’er 
tain natives, who had heeii iinprisom-d at (’alculla in exe- 
culion for damages recovered against them in actions in the 
Supreme C’ourt,*' were ordm’ed to he diseliarged ; and the 
governor-general and council and others were indc nnilfu'd for 
resisting the exeenliem of the ordc*rs of the Supreme (’ourt. 

Coiisiderahle dc*lay arose in forwarding this act to India, 
whicli W'as imputed, hy a select committee of the House of 
Commons, to I.,awrence Sullivan, Esq., then chairman of the 
Corn})any, for which he w'as severely censiin^d in a report 
from that coinmlltee, and in a resolution of a (romiuittec* of 
the whole House itself, which declared, that Mr. Sullivan did 

not 
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not do what he might and ought to have done towards the 
early and effectual transmission of that act: by which delay 
the good purposes of the act in regulating the judicature in 
Bengal} «'md in providing relief to individual natives, as well 
as to the people at large, might be frustrated. 

At tJie lime that Parliament was employed in preparing 
that act, the governor-general had devised and executed an 
arrangement for reconciling differences between the Bengal 
government and the Supreme Court. It was the appointment 
of Sir Klijah Inipey, chief justice of the Supreme Court, 
to be judge of the Court of Sudder Dewaimy Adawlut at 
Calcutta, with a salary of 60,000 rupees per annum, an 
arrangement wliicli the governor-general contemplated would 
be “ the ineans of lessening the distance between the go- 
“ vernmeiit and tlie Supreme Court, and would prove an 

instrument of conciliation.” 

By a subsetiuent arrangement, Sir Robert Chambers, one 
of the puisne judges of the Supreme Court, accepted the office 
of presiili iit of the Court of Ju^^tice at Chinsura. 

T'he iiUelligence of the aj>])ointment of Sir Elijah Impey 
reached England in ()cl(»ber 1T81, and doubts immediately 
arose in the iniiuls of the Directors respecting its legality. The 
doubts of the Select Commillee of the House of Commons 
were not confined to the legality of the appointment. That 
commiltec entered into the consideration of the powers which 
the appointment conferred ; of the circumstances under which 
it was made; of the authority possessed by the governor-gene- 
ral to confer it ; of its effects; and of the mode in which it was 
communicated to the authorities in Europe. l"pon these seve- 
ral points the Select Committee reported to the House at 
length. 

The Court i>f Directors, on the 2 ttli of April 1782, unani- 
mously resolved to remove Sir Elijah Impey from the station 
of judge of the Court of Dowaniw Adawlut. 

Oil the 2 d of May 1782, resolutions of a committee of the 
whole House were reported, to the effect that the holding by 
any judge of the Supreme Court of an office granted by, and 
tenable at, the pleasure of the Company, was against ilie good 

purposes 
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purposes and policy of tlie act of the 13th Geo. Ill, and tended 
to create a dependence in the said Court upon those whose 
actions it was intended to control ; and that all appointments 
to offices of such descriptions of any judge of the Supreme 
Court ought to be held null and void; and that the Directors 
of the East-India Company should order the same to be an- 
nidled and vacated accordingly. 

On the 3d of May 1782, the House of Commons resolved, 
on a division, in which the numbers were fifty-one for the 
question, and five against it — “ Tliat an humble address be 
‘‘ presented to his Majesty, that he would be pleased to recall 
“ Sir Elijah Impey, one of the judges of the Supreme Court 
‘‘ of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, to answer to the 
“ charge of having accepted an office granted by, and tenable 
“ at, the pleasure of the servants of the East-India Company, 
w'hicli lias a tendency to create a dependence in the said 
Supreme Court upon thoseovcrwho.se actions the said court 
was intended as a control, contrary to the good purposes 
and true intent and meaning of an act of the thirteenth year 
“ of his Majesty’s reign.” 

Sir Elijah Impey was recalled accortlingly. Subsequently 
to his return to England, several articles of impeachment 
were exhibited against him; but, after much discu.ssion, they 
were dropped ; a division having taken place in a com- 
mittee of the house on the first charge, (»f which the num- 
bers w’cre seventy-three for the impeaclinient, and fifty-five 
against it. 

From this period until the year 1797, no alteration of any 
importance was made in the constitution or powders of the Su- 
preme Court at Calcutta. On the 26th of June in that year, 
leave was given in the House of Commons to bring in a bill. 
For abolishing the office of one of the judges of that court, 
for pensioning judges returning to Europe in certain cases, 
and for other obji.-cts, connected as well with the Supreme 
Court at Calcutta as with the Mayor’s C-ourts at Madras 
“ and Bombay,” which remained as constituted by the charier 
of 17.53. 

The number of judges was originally fixetl at four; but, 

from 
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from 1776 lo 1791, liis Majesty only appointed three judges to 
the Supreme Court. In 1791, liowever, tlie number was 
increased to four, under the authority which his Majesty 
possessed. Considerable opposition was experienced to tlie 
proposed bill, which was declared to be pregnant with conse- 
quences of the most alarming nature ; as tending to establish 
the first, and perhaps fatal, precedent of a pension list w^ithin 
the nomination of the crown, payable out of the finances of 
the Compan^^ without their consent; and subversive of, and 
derogatory from, one of the most sacred principles in the admi- 
nistration of British India; namely, that judges should be in- 
dependent of the Crown. 

The Coin])any petitioned against the bill, and were heard by 
counsel; but their resistance was iiu lfectual ; for, on the 10th 
of July 1797, the proposition was atlopted by the House of 
Commons. 

At the time that these proceedings were pending, the atten- 
tion of Parliament was dirocteil to tlie consideration of the 
state of justice at Madras and Bombay; and a bill pfussed the 
House of Commons, on the 15th of .fuly 1797, for the better 
administration of justice at those presidencies. In this bill, as 
well as in that respecting pensions, several alterations were 
made by tlu‘ I.ords, in which^he Commons did not concur. It 
was subsecpu ntly determined to throw the two bills into one 
bill ; and the same passed both Houses, and received the royal 
assent on the ^29th of Jidy 1797, under the title of An Act 

for llu* better Administration of Justice at Calcutta, Madras, 
‘‘ and Bombay.” 

J'he regulations ]>rescribed in that act for the grant of pen- 
sions, with subs(*quent modifications thereof, will be stated 
under the lu ail of Pensions, 

'The new' act extended the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
at Calcutta to the province of Benares, and to all places that 
might tluavafter become subject to the presidency of Fort 
William. 

In 1825, further ])rovision was made as to the salaries and 
peiisitULs to the judges . — {Vide Pensions and Salaries.) 

In l’'ebruary 1826, Bight, lion. Williams Wynn, President 

of 
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of the Board of Commissioners, obtained leave to bring in a 
bill to regulate Juries in India. — (Firfic Juries, &c.) 


LAWS. 


Establishment. 


LAWS. 


(1) WTicreas bis late Maiesty Kinjr George the lbs Maje&t.v 

” or letters p«tei>t« 
estjilijieli a Su» 


— Second did, by his letters patent bearing date at West- 
is Gk« 3 niinster, the eighth day of January, in the twenty- 
c. 6S, § 13 ! sixth year of his reign, grant unto the said United 

Company of Merchants of England trading to the Vort William, 
East-Indies, his royal charter; thereby, amongst other further 

things, constituting and establishing courts of civil, cri- "Vtflonsist 
minal, and ecclesiastical jurisdiction, at the said United diUrjiisticcs and 
Company’s respective settlements at Madras-patnam, 


1 • 1 1 • 1 I 11-11- who art* invfMtid 

Bombay, on the island ot Bombay, and lort \\ illiani u uh civil, cri. 

in Bengal ; which said charter does not suHicicntly pro- ailmirtl- 

vide for the due adininiatration of justice in such man- 
ner, as the state and condition of the Company’s pre- and may cstuh- 
sidenev of Fort William in Bengal, so long us the ..said pnic- 

Company sliall coniuuie in the posscNsion of the tern- „ i,e a court of 
torial acquisitions before mentioned, do and must re- Oyer and 

quire ; be it therefore enacted by the authority afore- (/;,oV”lM/vcry, 
said, that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, by for Culcuua ami 
charter or letters patent under the great seal of (ireat l*'**^^ *hi;uii. 
Britain, to erect and establish a Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 
William aforesaid, to consist of a chief justice and two ♦ other jndgeii, 
being barristers in England Ar Ireland, of not less than five years’ 
standing, to be named, from time to time, by his Majesty, his heirs and 
successors; which said Supreme C.’uurt of Judicature shall have, and 
the same court is hereby declared to have, full f>ower and authority 
to exercise and perform all civil, criminal, admiralty, and eeelesiastieul 
jurisdiction, and to appoint such clerks, and other ministerial ofticers 
of the said court, with such reasonable salaries us shall he approved 
of by the said governor-general and council ; and to form and i'stablisli 
such rules ot piuctice, and such rules for the process of the said court, 
and to do all such other things us shall be found necessary for the 
administration of justice, and the due execution of all or any of the 
powers which by tlu; said cnartcr shall or may be granted niul com<» 
mitted to the said court ; and also shall be, at all times, u ('ourt of 
Record, and shall be a Court of Oyer and J'erminer and Gaol Deli- 
very, 

t 

• Two Puisne in iherooiu of Uirce — 1T‘»7, 37 Geo. 3, c. I4vf. 
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very, in anil for the said town of Calcutta, and factory of I'ort Wil- 
liam ill Rengal aforesaid, and the limits thereof, and the factories subor- 
dinate tliereto. 


Jurisdicliutit when Jirst eslnblished, ' 


KxK'III of lllL* 
j(iri*;iru'tioii am! 
powiT of ills iMa- 
jesU I'li.irter ; 
and of the Sn- 


'JVu'Si' jioifL^rs arc 
r-'stfif'lrii anti //«•- 
fin. tl /t>/ *21 (ii'M 

‘h e. 


(2) The said new charter which his Majesty is herc- 
iidiefore ernpfiwered to f^rant, and the jurisdiction, 
powers, and autlmrities to he thereby established, shall 
and may extend to all British subjects wlio shall reside 
prenie Court ot kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 

Orissa, or any of them, inuler the protection of the 
said United Company, and tlie same charter shall be 
competent and effeettial ; and the ISupremc Court of 
Judicature, tliercin and thereby to be established, shall 
liave full power and authority to hear and determine all complaints 
against any of Ins .Majesty's subjects for any crimes, misdemeanors, 
or oppressions eoimiiitted or to be committed ; and also to entertain, 
hear, and determine any suits or actions whatsoever against any of his 
Majesty’s subjects in Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, and any suit, action, 
or complaint against any person wlu\sliall, at the lime when such debt 
or cause of action or complaint shall have arisen, have been employed 
by, or shall then liavo been, directly or indirectly, in the service of the 
said United Company, or of any of his Majesty’s subjects. 


Jurisdiclion limited and defined by explanatory Act of 1781. 

Siiprcire court (3) The said Supreme Court shall not have or cxer- 
ir7 jurisdiction in any mutter concerning the 

any iiiattir i(»iu revenue, or concerning any act or acts ordered or 
cenuiig iljf revc- jn collection thereof, according to the usage 
and practice of the country, or the regulations of the 
governor-general and council. 

(4 ) For removing all doubts concerning the persons 
No j)or.on shall jurisdiction of the said Supreme Court, 

l»c* suh)i‘i t to llie ^ \ 1 . 

jiiiisaiotion of be it enactcii, tliat no person shall be subject to the 
ilu* siipivuic jurisdiction ol’ the Supreme Court, for or by reason of 
oMhs being a landowner, landholder, or 1‘armer of land, 

himJ-owiuT or or of land rent, or for receiving a payment or pension 
hirnicr of lamJ, possession of, land 

or land rent, or for receiving any compensation or 
share of profits for collecting of rents ])ayable to the public out 
of such lands or districts as arc actually farmed by himself, or 
those who are his under-tenants in virtue of his farm, or for exercising 
within the said lands and farms any ordinary or local aiitliority 
commonly annexed to the possession or liirm thereof, within tlie pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, or for or by reason of his 
becoming security for the payment of the rents reserved or otherwise 

n payable 


LAWS. 


1773. 
13 Geo, 
c. 63, 5 1 


1781. 

21 Geo. 3, 
V. 70, § 


§i». 





LAWS. 


; J781. 

21 Geo. S, 
c. 70, § 10. 


§ 


5 i.’5. 


$ Hfi. 


1709. 

SO and 40 
Geo 3, 
c. 79, § ‘JO. 
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payable out of any lands or farms, or farms of land, within the pro* 
vinces of Bengal, Baliar, and Orissa. 

(5) No person, for or by reason of his being cm- Nor for being 
ployed by the Company, or the governor-general and «*«»ployed l)y the 
council, or by any person deriving authority under 
them, or for or on account of his being employed by Jbrtrcbpassesj&c. 
a native or descendant of a native of (rreat Britain, 
shall become subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in any 
matter of inheritance or succession to lands or goods, or in any 
matter of dealing or contract between party or parties, except in 
actions for wrongs or trespasses, and also except in any civil suit by 
agreement of parties in writing, to submit the same to the decision of 
the said court. 


(6) WTiereas it is reasonable to render the pro- 
vincial magistrates, as well natives as British subjects, 
more safe in the execution of their olKce ; be it enact- 
ed, that no action for wrong or injury shall lie in the 
Supreme Court against any person whatsoever exer- 
cising a judicial office in the country courts, for any 
judgment, decree, or order of the said court, nor 
against any person for any act done by or in virtue of the order of the 
said court. 


Jiulicial olK- 
cers in tin? coun- 
try courts not li- 
iil)lc to actions 
for wrong, Ac. 
in the supreme 
court for ilu ir 
tlccrees, Ac. 


(7) In case of an information intended to be n:« rule, Ac, 
brought or moved for against any such officer or ma- 

gistrate, for any corrupt act or acts, no rule or other gainst any sndi 
process shall be made or issued thereon until notice be pro- 

. , n. 1 *. pt‘r not lie has 

given to the said magistrate or tiffieer, or left at his 
u.sual place of abode, in writing, signed by the party bim. Jurisdic 
or his attorney, one month, if the person exercising 
such office shall reside within fifty miles of Calcutta ; two months, if 
he shall reside beyond fifty miles ; and three months, if he shall 
reside beyond one hundred miles from (,’alcutta, before the suing out 
or sen ing the same : in which notice the cause of complaint shall 
be fully and explicitly contained; nor shall any verdict be given 
against such magistrate, until it be proved on trial that such notice 
hath been given; and in default of such jiroof, a verdict with costs 
shall be given for the defendant. 

(8) No magistrate shall be lialile, in any such 
case, to an}' personal caption or arrest, nor shall he 
obliged to put in bail, until he shall have declined to 
appear to answer after notice given as directed by 
this act, and service of the proce.ss directing bis ap- 
pearance by himself or bis attorney. 

(9) Whereas the province or district of Benares has 
been ceded to the said United Company, and been an- 
nexed to the said presidenc y of Fort William in Ben- 
gal, since the establishment of the said Supreme' Court 


No such magis- 
tmte* liabit: to ar- 
rest, until ill* 
shall have decUii. 
c(l to appear to 
answer, Ac. 


Fnim March I, 
1801, Ui extcnii 
overtiicprtiviiicv 
of licnniTs, Ac. 
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of Judicature at Fort William aforesaid, and it is expedient that the 
same slioiild be subject to the jurisdiction of the said court, in like 
manner as the kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa; 
and that the said province or district, ami all other provinces or dis- 
tricts, whicli may hereafter be at any time annexed and made subject 
to the said presidency, should be subject to such regulations as the 
(jovernor-Cicneral and (’ouncil of Fort- William aforesaid have framed 
or may frame for the better administration of justice among the native 
inhabitants ami others within the same respectively ; be it therefore 
further enacted, that from and alter the first day of March, which will 
be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and one, the 
power and authority of the said Supreme Court of Judicature in and 
for the said presidency of Fort William aforesaid, as now and by virtue 
of this act established, and all such regulations as have been or may 
be hereafter, according to the powers and authorities, and subject to 
the provisions and restrictions before enacted, framed, and provided, 
shall extend to and over the said province or district of Benares, and 
to and over all the factories, districts, and places wdiich now are or 
hereafter shall be made subordinate thereto, and to and over all such 
provinces and districts as may at any time liereaftcr be annexed and 
made subject to the said presidency of Fort William aforesaid. 


Governor- General and CounciL 


Sumomt* court 
not coinpi'fenf to 
hear an<i dotcr- 
initicindicttniMifs 
or irifonnatioris 
against the go- 
vornor-geiuTal, 
he. 


'Hie govc nor- 
general, council, 
t^'C. iK)t subject 
to lie arrested or 
imprisoned. 


(10) The said court shall not be competent to hear, 
try, or determine any indictment or information against 
the said governor-general, or any of the said council, 
for the time being, for any ofience (not being treason 
or felony) which such governor-general, or any of the 
said council, shall or may be charged with having com- 
mitted in Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. 

(11) Nothing in this act shall extend to subject the 
person of the governor-general, or of any of the said 
council, or chief justice and judges respective!}", for 
the time being, to be arrested or imprisoned upon any 


The governor- 
general and 
council of Ik'ii- 


action, suit, or proceeding in the said court. 

(1*2) The governor-general and council of Bengal 
shall not be subject, jointly or severally, to the juris- 


gal not to be sub- diction of the Supreme Court of Fort William in 
ject to the su- Bengal, for or by reason of any act or order, or any 
preinc tour . other matter or thing whatsoever, counselled, ordered, 
or done by them in their public capacity only, and acting as governor- 


general and council. 


IVrsoiis ini- (13) If any person or persons shall be impleaded 
pleaded in the Jo ^^y action or process, civil or criminal, in the said 

.supreme court « i i i i 

for acts done by ouprenic Court, tor any act or acts done by the order 

order of Uio go- of the said governor-general and council in wTiting, 
vernor .general, plead the general issue, and give the 

R 2 said 
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said order in evidence ; wbicti said order, with proof n>«y 
that the act or acts done has of have been done ac- gonvrul ihwie. 

, cording to the purport of th^ same, shall anidiint to a sufficient 
' justification of the said acts ; and the defendant shall be fully justi- 
fied, acquitted, and discharged from all and every suit, action, and 
process whatsoever, civil or criminal, in the said court. 

(14) With respect to such order or orders of the Proviso. 

said governor-general and council as do or shall extend to any 
British subject or subjects, the said court shall have and retain as 
full and competent jurisdiction ns if this act had never been made. 

(15) Nothing herein contained shall extend, or be 'Hic governor- 
construed to extend, to discharge or acquit the said gv*»er:il, Ae. lo 

^ 1 « ..... 11 remain liaMle lo 

governor-general and council, jointly or severally, or complaint 
any other person or persons acting by or under their lu iort- a cuinpv- 
ohler, from any complaint, suit, or process, before |^7ngdon'! 
any competent court in this kingdom, or to give any 
other authority whatsoever to their acts, than acts of the same nature 
and description had, by the laws and statutes of this kingdom, before 
this act was made. 


If any por‘.<»ii 
iimLing 0 ) 111 - 
pKiinl to the KU- 
prciiie court 
Ui«aiiist the go< 
\cri:or-;:i*in.r.»l, 
Ac. shnil eifciilo 
a hoiiit to the 


(16) In order to prevent all abuse of the powers 
given to the governor-general and council, be it fur- 
ther enacted, that in case any person, by himself or 
his attorney or counsel, shall make a complaint to the 
Supreme Court, and enter the same in writing, and 
upon oath, of any oppression or injury, charging the 
same to be committed by the said governor-general, or *“ P''‘* 

, t , >ccutc till* viinc 

any member or members of the council, or any other 
person or persons by or in virtue of any order given 
by the said governor general and council, and siiuli 
execute a bond, with sonic other person whom the 
said court sliall decMii rcsponsildc, jointly and sevc 


compittiiit'd 
Ac. 


of. 


in some coinpe- 
tent court in 
(ircat Hrirain, 
Ac., such pel soil 
iiiuy ixkiopef, by 
oriicr of tlic 

rally, to the United Kast-India Company, In such u uuJpies 

penalty as the court shall appoint effectually to prose- the »»r.|t*rN 
cute the said complaint by indictment, information, 
or action in sonic competent court in Ciieut Britain, 
within two years of the making of the same, or of the return into 
Great Britain of the party or parties agafnst whom the same is 
made; that then, and in such case, the parly complaining sliall be, 
and is hereby enabled to compel, by order of tlie court, the produc- 
tion in the said Supreme Court of true copy or copies of the order or 
orders of council complained of, and to have the same authenticateti 
by the court, and to examine witnesses upon the matter of the said 
complaint, and also on the part of the person or persons complained 
of; and the said parties, as well complaining as complained of, shall 
have anil enjoy severally all manner of advantages, rights, and privi- 
leges relative to proof of the said complaint or defence, and also 
relative' to any tnandamus or commission to be issued by any of his 

Majesty s 



COURTS OF JUDICATURE. 245 

BENGAL. 

Majesty’s courts in Westroinster-Ha!!, In the court upon motion 
shall think fit to issue the same, as are prided in case of any suit in 
such cases by an act of the 13th year of his Majesty’s reign, intituled 

An Act for establishing certain Regulations for the better Manage- 
ment of the Affairs of the East-lndia Company, as well in India as m 
Europe and the Supreme Court shall have the same powers for tlie 
compelling witnesses to appear and be examined, and the same rules and 
directions shall be observed for the transmitting the depositions of wit- 
nesses and other papers to this kingdom, as are provided by the said 
recited act. 

Aiulicnticutcaco- (17) All copies so authenticated of orders of the 
governor-general and council, and also the depo- 
evidence in the sitioiis which shall have been taken in manner afore- 
couns at Westiiiiii- gjjij before the Supreme Court, shall be received in 
evidence in any of his Majesty’s courts of law or equity 

at Westminster. 

Limitation of ac> (18) No prosecution or suit shall be carried on against 
the said governor-general, or any member of the coun- 
cil, before any court in Great Britain (the high court of Parliament only 
excepted), unless the same shall be commenced within five years after 
the oflcnce committed, or within five years after his arrival in England. 

Admiralty Jumdiction and Prize Carnes. 

(19) Whereas by the charter of justice under the great seal of Great 
Britain, bearing date the *2Gth day of March, in the Hlh year of his pre- 
sent Majesty’s reign, for establishing the Supreme Court of Judicature 
at Fort William in Bengal, his Majesty did grant, ordain, establish, and 
appoint that the said Supreme Court of Judicature should be a Court of 
Admiralty : and whereas doubts have arisen how far the jurisdiction of 
the said Supreme Court, in criminal matters, is limited by the said 
charter to offences committed on the coasts of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, 
territories or islands respectively, within the ebbing and flow'ing of the 
sea and high-water mark : and inasmuch as it is essentially necessary 
that the admiralty jurisdiction of the said Supreme Court of Judicature 
should extend to crimes and offences committed on the high seas at 
large : be it further enacted and declared, that the powder and authority 
of the said court, granted to them by the said charter of justice, shall 
extend and be extended to the high seas, and that the said court shall, 
by force and virtue of this act, have full powxT and authority to inquire, 
hear, try, examine, and determine, by the oaths of honest and lawful 
men, being British subjects, resident in the town of Calcutta, all treasons, 
murders, piracies, robberies, felonies, maimings, forestallings, extortions, 
trespasses, misdemeanors, offences, excesses, and enormities, and mari- 
time causes whatsoever, according to the laws and customs of the Ad- 
miralty of England, done, perpetrated, or committed upon any of the 
high seas ; and to fine, imprison, correct, punish, chastise, and reform 
parties guilty, and violators of the laws, in like and in as ample manner, to 

all 
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appoint Coiuinis- 
Kioners for carrying 
into execution a 
comtni.s>ioii for the 
trial and adjudica- 
tion of prize causes, 
in India, 


all intents and purposes, as tlie said court might or could do if the same 
were done, perpetrated, or committed within the limits prescribed by the 
said cliarter of justice, and not otherwise, or in any other manner. 

(20) And whereas it may be expedient for his Ma- Hi» Majesty may 
jesty, his heirs or successors, to issue a commission from 
his High Court of Admiralty in England, for the trial 
and adjudication of prize caM^^es, and other maritime 
questions arising in India ; be it therefore further enact- 
ed, that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, his 
heirs and successors, to nominate and appoint all or any of the judges of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William aforesaid, or of tlie 
Supreme Court of Judicature to be erected as aforesaid at Madras, or 
the Court of the Recorder at Bombay, either alone or jointly with any 
other persons to be named in such commission, to be commissioners for 
the purpose of carrying such commission so to be issued as aforesaid into 
execution ; any act or acts to the contrary thereof in anywise notwith- 
standing. 

(17#) And whereas the courts established by the said A<lniiraliy Jmis- 
United Company have no jurisdiction over crimes ma- ^ 

ritime, and doubts have been entertained whether the 


Admiralty jurisdiction of his Majesty's courts at Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, extends to any persons but those who are amenable to their 
ordinary jurisdiction, by reason whereof fadurcs of justice may arise ; 
be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for his Maj( ^ty s 
courts at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, exercising Admiralty juris- 
diction, to take cognizances of all crimes perpetrated on the high seas, 
by any person or persons whatsoever, in as full and ample a manner as 
any other Court of Admiralty jurisdiction established by his Majesty’s 
autliority in any colony or settlement whatsoever liclonging to the 
Crown of the said United Kingdom. 


To hold Scssiom four //mc.v a Year. 

(18*) And for preventing any delay of justice, or the unm rcss;iry 
detention of persons charged with offences ; be it further enacted, that 
all his Majesty's courts exercising criminal jurisdiction within tlie s;iid 
several Fre-sidcncies of the said Company, shall, and they are hereby 
required, four times at the least in every year, on such days and at such 
convenient intervals of time as the judges of’ the said courts respectively 
shall appoint, to hold their scssIoikh, for the purpose of taking cognizance 
of all matters relating to pleas of the Crown. 

Advocate General. 

(19*) llie advocate general or other principal law uflicer of the 
Company may exhibit informations to the King's Courts in mutters of 
revenue, &c. 

(20*) Tlie advocate general of the Company may fdc information in 
King’s Courts for debts due to his Majesty. 


/let ion \ 
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Actions and Suits* 

(21) The said Supreme Court shall hear and deter- 
mine any suits or actions whatsoever of any of his Ma- 
jesty’s subjects, against any inhabitant of India residing 
in any of the said kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, or Orissa, or any of them, upon any contract 
or agreement in writing ent%-ed into by any of the said 

pjrhlciaUoiirts. inhabitants with any of his Majesty’s said subjects, 
where the cause of action sliall exceed the sum of 
five hundred current rupees : and where the said inhabitant shall 
have agreed in the said contract, that in case of dispute the matter 
shall be heard and determined in tlie said Supreme Court ; and all 
such suits or actions may be brought, in the first ’i‘.«Jtancc, before 
the said court, or by appeal from the sentence of any of the courts 
established in the said provinces, or any of them. 

Appeals. 

(22) It shall and may he directed,. in and by the said 
new charter which his Majesty is hereinbefore em- 
powered to grant, that in case any person or persons 
whatsoever shall think himself, herself, or themselves 

aggrieved by any judgment or determination of the said Supreme 
Court of .Judicature to be established as aforesaid, he, she, or they 
shall and may appeal Irom such judgment or determination to his Ma- 
jesty in Council, his heirs or successors, within such time, in such 
manner, and in such cases, and t)n such security, as his Majesty, in his 
said charter, shall judge proper and reasonable to be appointed and 
prescribed. 

(2:1) By the charter it is provided, that appeals may be made in civil 
suits to the King in Council, if the petition for that purpose is pre- 
ferred within six months for that purpose, and the matter in dispute 
shall exceed 1,000 pagodas. 

Tlu! Mipivmc M’hereas by the charter of justice granted by 

wbiTo tliL- his Majesty, under the authority of the hereinbefore 
rccitcd act, passed in the thirteenth year of his present 
ocod 1 ,(X)0 pago- Majesty’s reign, the said Supreme Court of Judicature 
das, may was directed and required to reduce or cause to be 

flleirof* reduced to writing the depositions of witnesses in civil 

or not. causes, and was directed to require tlic same to be sub- 

scribed by sucli w itnesses, with their name or other 
mark, and to file the same of record : and whereas, by the siiid char- 
ter of justice, it was also directed that no appeal should be allowed from 
the said Supreme Court of Judicature, unless the value of the matters 
in dispute exceed the sum of one thou.sand pagodas : and w'hereas the 
retpiiring the depositions of witnessc's to be reduced into writing, and 
filed of record, is productive of much expense and delay in small 
causes, where the value of the matter in dispute docs not exceed one 

H 1 thousand 


LAWS. 
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13 Ceo. 3, 
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§ 18 . 
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IT07. 

57 Gi’o. 5, 
c. 142, 

§ 


thousand pagodas, and wliich, for tlmt reason, cannot be made the 
subject of appeal; be it therefore enacted, that from and after the 
passing of this act, it sluill be in the discretion of the said Supreme 
Court, in all case's when th.e value of the mutter in dispute dt>cs not 
exceed one thousand pagodas, eitlicr to direct the deposition of wit- 
nesses to be reduced into writing, and tiled of record, or not, as the 
said court shall think Ht, A the particular case : any thing in the said 
charter of justice contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 


irsi. 

C-t Cno. :t, 
€■. 25, § 4 t. 


I7S(5. 

2G Gio. :J, 
C.57, §29. 


British SnljJirts a ltd • Biers amenable to Courts, 

(2o) All liis ?>Iajesty’s subjects, as well servants of the said Cnilcd 
Company as others, shall be, and are herel)y deelared to he, amenable 
to all courts of justice (both in India and in (Ireat Britain) of compe- 
tent jurisdict^n to try olfences committed in India, for all acts, inju- 
ries, wrongs, oppressions, tre-spasses, misdemeainirs, crimes, and of- 
fences whatsoever, by them or any of them clone, or to he done cir 
committed, in any of tlie lands or territories of any native prince or 
state, or again^t tlu'ir persons or propi rties, or tlie persons or pro- 
perties of any of their subjects or people, in the same manner as if 
tlie same had been done or eomiiiitted within the territories directly 
subject to and under the British government in India. 

The servai.ts of the said United C’oinpany, Pcrsoi s ivsi- 
as all other of his Majesty’s subjects ressideiit or in Iiuliji 
to be resident in India, shall be, and are hereby de- ^ 

dared to bo, amenable to the C’ourts of Oyer and 'IVr- 
miner and (Uiol Delivery, and C’ourts of (reneral or 
Quarter Sessions of the Peace, in any of the British settlements in 
India, for all murders, felonies, homicides, manslaughters, burglaries, 
rapes of women, perjuries, confederaeic.s, riots, routes, retainiiigs, 
oppressions, trespas'^c'^, wrongs, and otlu‘r rni'di*meai:ors, ofh nees, and 
injuries whatsoever, by them done, committed, or perpetrated, or to 
be by them hereafter done, committed, or perpetrated, in any of llie 
countries or parts if Asia, Africa, or America, lieyond the (’ape of 
(jood Hope, to the .Straits of Magellan, within the limits of the ex- 
dusive trade of the said United C’ompany, whether tlie same shall 
have been done, committed, or perpetrated, or shall hereafter be done, 
committed, or perpetrated, against any of his Majesty’s suhjeits, or 
against any other person or persons whatever. 


Ki'idcnce of Bonds, Deeds^ t^ r. 

5 38. (27) Whereas great difficulties, expense, anil delay Ronds rxiciiir<I 

often arise in giving proof in (ireat Britain of the ex- in *l>c hrsst-In- 
ecution of bonds, and other deeds and writings, exe- 
cuted and witnessed by persons resident in the Hast- und contrariwistf! 
Indies ; and tlie like difticiilties, expense, and delay also proof tlie 

, . . . . I f 1- /. 1 Imnd wntin;/ of 

arise in giving proof in the hast-indies of the cxecii- pmtiiN. 
tion of bonds and other deeds and wiitings exeented 

ftrui 
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and witnessed by persons resident in Great Britain ; for remedy I-AWS. 
thereof, be it enacted, that whenever any bond, or other deed or 
writing, executed in the East- Indies, and attested by any person or 26 Geo. 3, 
persons resident there, shall be offered in evidence in any of the courts ^ 

of justice in (ireat Britain, it shall be sufficient to prove, by one or 
more credible witness or witnesses, that the name or names sub- 
scribed to such bond, deed, or writing, pifrporting to be of the hand 
or hands’Writing of the obligor or obligors to such bond, or of the 
party or parties to such deed or writing, is or are of the proper hand- 
writing or hands-w’riting of such obligor or obligors, party or parties 
respectively ; and that the name or names set and subscribed of the 
witness or witnesses attesting the execution of the same respectively, 
is or are of the proper hand or hands-writing of the witness or wit- 
nesses so attesting the same, and that such witness or witnesses is or 
arc resident in the Eust-Indies ; and, in like manner all courts of jus- 
tice in the East-Indies shall admit the like proof of the execution of 
bonds and other deeds and writings executed in Great Britain, and 
w itnessed by any person or persons resident in fireat Britain : and 
such proofs shall be deemed and taken to be as valid and sufficient: 
evidence of the due execution of such bonds, and other deeils and 
writings, as if the witness or w itnesses thereto was or were dead. 


Insolvent Debtors* 

(•^G) And whereas doubts may have arisen whether 
any of the Courts of Judicature established in India 
by virtue of his Majesty’s charter, are competent to 
administer ade<juate relief to insolvent debtors, who 
stand chargeil in execution for debts under a certain 
amount, according to the provisions of an act passed 
in the thirty-second year of his late Majesty's reign, 
commonly called The Ia>rd’s Act, he it therefore fur- 
tlthtoiM ihi; rilitf tiler enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the 
intiM.lcd by jut judge of the said Supreme Court at Fort William, and 
of the Supreme Court which his Majesty is empowered 
by this act to erect at Madras, or for the Court of the 
Recorder at i^ombay, to make and publish such rules and orders as to 
tl'.eiii respectively shall seem meet, for extending to such insolvent 
debtors as shall be in execution under the process of such respective 
c»>urts, or of any court previously established at such presidency 
respectively, for sums under the amount to be prescribed by such 
rules and orders, the relief intended by the said act, and to prescribe 
and order what weekly sum the creditor or creditors at w'hosc suit 
such debtor stands charged in execution, shall be obliged to pay and 
allow, in case such creditor or creditors shall insist on such debtor 
being detained in custody, and to adopt and proportion llie same, as 
well as the amount of such debt as above-mentioned, to the general 
state and condition of such debtors, whether natives or Europeans, 

under 


'Flic judge of 
the •mpreine 
l oiirt at I'ort 
Williain, anti of 
ilie '.nj>reinc 
ftHirt to Ik* ereet- 
c‘(l at iMadrasaiwi 
the eoiirl i)f the 
ree<»rder at ih^m- 
li.'iy, may make 
rules ft»r cxteinl- 
to insolvent 


!i‘J (ieo. ‘J, eoui- 
moiily railed 
d’he Lord’s Art. 
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under the jurisdiction oi‘ such court respectively ; and such courts are 
hereby authorized and empowered, as soon as siicli rules and orders 
shall have been made and established, to proceed to act upon the same 
accordingly us cases may arise to reiiiiire the same, and to make such 
orders in such cases as may be necessary to carry the same fully into 
effect: provided always, that all such rules and orders as are first 
above mentioned, for prescribing the mode in which such relief shall 
be administered, shall be transmitted to the president of the Hoard 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, to be laid before his Ma- 
jesty for his royal approbation, correction, or revision, and such rules 
and orders shall be observed until the same shall be repealed or varied, 
and in the last case with such variation as shall be made therein. 


(27) And be it further enacted, that all rules and .\\\ mios nudi* 
orders heretofore made or hereafter to be made, pre- i'iv\ioiis to tiio 
vious to the notification of this present act, in such 

1 ’ this .-irt in thi- 

presidencies respectively, by any of the courts above- prisiikm ii'., for 

mentioned, or any court previously established in either ’‘‘j’ 

of the said presidencies for the relief and discharge of ( (.nfinii- 

such insolvent debtors, and all acts by them, or either cit, and nil suits 

of them, done or commanded in pursuance thereof, 

shall be, and they arc hereby ratified and confirmed, iIkim shall Ur 

and all present actions and suits, indictments, informa- 

tions, and all molestations, prosecutions, and proceedings whatsoever. 


which may have been, or may be had, commenced, or prosecuti‘d, 
against any person whomsoever, for acting or having acted under and 
in obedience to any such rules or orders, are and shall be discharged, 
annulled, and utterly made void and of no effect, to all intents and 
purposes, by virtue of this act. 


Xative Imiks and U.sa^rs to he observed^ 

(28) The Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort Wil- How iIm* su- 
liain in Bengal shall have full power and authority pn »iu nmn shall 

, , , . . , . 11 ihliriiiiut* :u‘- 

to bear and determine, in such manner as is provided 
for that purpose in the said charter or letters patent, MnlmiMnlau amt 
all and ail manner of actions and suits against all and ( 

singular the inbubitants of the said city of Calcutta; 
provided that their inheritance and succession to lands, rents, and 
goods, and all matters of contract and dealing iietween party and 
party, shall be determined, in tlie case of Maliomedans, by the l;n\> 
and usages of .Muhomedans; and in the case of by the laws 

and usages of Gentiis: and, where cinly one of the jiarties shall he a 
Mahomedan or Gentu, liy the laws and usages of the defendant. 

(29) In order that regard should be bad to the civil pin. .uuhoriu 
and religious usages of tfie said natives, be it enacted, riiitiirs {mil 
that the rights and authorities of fathers of families, 

and masters of families, according as the same might unlives, ti> lu* 
have been exercised by the Gentii, or Maliotiiedan 

law, 
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law, shall be preserved to them respectively within their said fami- 
lies ; nor shall any acts done in consequenc e of the rule and law of 
caste, respecting the members of the said families only, be held and 
adjudged a crime, although the same may not be held^istifiablc by 
the laws of England. 

The supreme lawful for the Supreme 

court may frame Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, to 

such fibrins of process, and make such rules and orders 

proces.^, Ac. m . ‘ ' 

suits arrainst the for the execution thereof, in suits civil or criminal 
uatives, as shall airainst thc natives of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, as 

suit their reimiun , , i i* • i 

and manners. accommodate the same to tlie religion and man- 

ners of such natives, so far as the same may consist 
with thc due execution of the laws and attainment of justice. 


Such forms to (Jl) Sucli iiew ibrins of process, and riiles and Orders 

he transnnitod to cxccutioii tluiicof, sluill bc forthwith traiis- 

oue ol the Secre- . /« i • a t . • • • i 

uiries of State mittcd to oiic of Ills Majesty s principal secretaries or 

tor his Majesty’s state, to bc laid before his Majesty, for liis royal ap- 
approlutiou. probation, correction, or refusal; and such process 

shall be used, and such rules and orders sliall be observed until tlic 
same shall be repealed or varied ; and in the last case, with such 
variations as shall bc made therein. 


Passa^^e^ Money in »Iudgcs^ S)'C. 

Tlie Court of Directors shall, and they are hereby required to pay 
and advance to all and singular the persons hereafter mentioned, 
who shall he resident in the United Kingdom at thc time of their 
respective ajipointments, for thc purpose of defraying the expenses of 
their equipments and voyage, such sums of money as arc set against 
the names of such persons respectively ; that is to say, 


To the chief justice, Fort William £1,500 

l‘2ach of thc puisne judges 1,000 

( Vide Passage-Money.) 

Salaries, 


Thc salaries of thc judges of the Supreme Court at Calcutta 
commence on their respectively taking upon them thc e cution of 
their office, and are in lieu of all fees or perquisites : viz. — 

To the chief justice of thc Sujireme Court £8,000 per amiiiiii. 

Each of the puisne judges 6,000 do. 

(Vide Salaries.) 

Pensions, 

The existing laws as to pensions to thc judges were framed in 
1825, by which it is provided that no allowanec shall bc made to 
any judge who shall not have resided in India as chief justice or 
puisne judge, or us partly one and partly the other, for five years ; 
alter which period thc scale of pensions is guided by lengtli of service. 

'fo 
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To the chief justice who shall have scived as such 


for five years X* 1,000 per annum. 

As chief or puisne, partly one and partly the other 


office, seven years 

1,300 

do. 

Do. ten years 

2,000 

do. 

To each puisne judge, after five years. . . . . 

750 

do. 

Do. seven years 

1,000 

do. 

Do. ten years 

1,000 

do. 

If a chief justice has not filled that office 

in one of the Supreme 


Courts for five years, he is only entitled, on resigning, to the allow- 
ance to be made to the puisne judges of the court to which such 


chief justice shall belong. — For the I-.aws (liiie Pensions.) 


MADRAS AND 1U)MHAV. 

The Mayor*.s Court, which existed at Madras until 170T, 
wa.s in that year superseded by the establishment of a Re- 
corder’s Court, under the 37tli (ico. Ill, ca]i. M2, which 
court Wits aboli.shed in 1800 by the act f>r the dDih and dOtli 
Cieo, Id, cap. 79; and a Supreme (\)nrt <d’ Judicature was 
erected in its room, to consist of a chi(‘f justice and two puisne 
judges. I.etters patent granting a charter of justice wen! 
issued on the 2Gtli December 1801. 

In the year 1823, an act was passed authorizing the ab<»lilu»n 
of the Recorder’s Court at Bombay and the e.stablishment in 
its room of a Supreme Court of Judicature, to consist of the 
like number of judg( s as the Supreme Court al Ft)rt William 
in Bengal (1th Oeo. I\', cap. 71), by tiie I7lli section of winch 
act it was provi<lcd, lliat the ctmrls at Madras and Bombay 
slirdl have the same powers as the < ()urt al Fort William. It 
ha.'i thercf(U*e been deemed unnecessiry to give more tlian the 
sec(»iKl section of the act of 1800, establishing the Supreme 
Court at Maclnts and the 7lh and 17th sections of the act of 
182:3, establisliing a Supreme C ourt at Bombay, and investing 
those courts respectively with the powers possessed bv llu; Su- 
preme Court al (.'alcutta, the laws regiirding which have already 
been noticed. 


LAWS. 

Exialilishmrnl rtf Supreme Court at Madra&. 

(D And whereas it Tiiay be expedit iit, for the belter Hi'* 
administration of Jii.st'it in llic said setflcnient of n 

Madras, 
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supreme court of Madras, that a Supreme Court of Judicature should be 

judicature at ^.^tablished at Madras, in the same form, and with the 
Madrus, to con- i i • • 

sist of the like sumc powcrs and authorities^ as that now subsistin^^, 
numUcr of jKr. virtue of the several acts berore-incntioncd, at Fort 
SlJXinV Court^ William in IJengal : be it therefore enacted, that it 
at Fort- William, shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs and 
successors, by charter or letters patent under the great seal of Grea- 
Hritain, to erect and establish a Supreme Court of Judicature at Ma< 
(Iras aforesaid, to consist of such and the like number of persons, to 
be:^med from time to time by his Majesty, his heirs and successors, 
with full power to exercise such civil, criminal, admiralty, and eccle- 
siastical jurisdictions, both as to natives and British subjects, and to 
1)C invested with such power and authorities, privileges and immuni- 
ties, for the better administration of the same, and subject to the same 
limitations, restrictions, and control within the said Fort St. George 
and town of Madras, and the limits thereof, and the factories subur- 
dinate tliereto, and within the territories which now' are or liereai’tcr 
may be subject to or dependant upon the said government of Madras, 
as the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William iit Bengal, 
by virtue of any law now' in force and unrepealed, or by this present 
act, doth consist of, is invested w'ith, or subject to, within the said Fort 
William, or the kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahur, and Orissa. 

Edablisinnent of Supreme Court at Bomhnp, 

Supreme court (-) And whereas his late Majesty King George 11. 
of jiuiiiature at ]^y Ijijj letters patent bearing date at Westminster 

eslabllihcd. * eighth day of January in the twenty-sixth year of 

his reign, grant unto the United Company of Merchants 
of Kngland trading to the Ea^t-Indies, his royal charter, thereby 
amongst oilier things constituting and establi>hing courts of civil, cri- 
minal, and ecclesia.stical jurisdiction at the United Company’s respec- 
tive settlements at Mudraspatnani, Bombay, or the Island of Bombay 
and Fort William in Bengal ; and w hereas the said charier in as far as 
it respects the administration of justice at Bombay, has been altered 
and clianged by virtue of an act passed in the thirty-seventh year of 
his late Majesty King George III, intituled “ An Act for the better 
“ Administration of Justice at Calcutta, Madras, and Bond)ay ; and 
‘‘ for preventing British subjects from being concerned in Loans to 
Native Princes in India and by letters patent granted by his said 
late Majesty King George III, and bearing date at Westminster on tlie 
tw entieth day of February in the thirty-eighth of his reign, amongst 
other things, for the establishment of a court called “ Tlic Court of 
“ the Becorderof Bombay;” and whereas the said charter of the 
eighth day of January in the twenty-sixth year of the reign of liis 
Majesty King George II, so far us it respects the administration of 
justice at Fort William in Bengal, has been altered and changed by 
virtue of an act passed in the thirteenth year of his said late Majesty 

Kint: 
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LAW S. King George III, intituled “ An Act for establishing certain Regula- 
1S23. “ better management of the Affairs of the East-Inilia 

c Compan 3 % as well in India as in Europe, and by divers subsequent 

r. / , §/. u statutes; ’ and whereas the said last-mentioned charter, so far as it 
respects the administration of justice at Madras, has been altered or 
changed by virtue of the said act of the thirty-seventh year of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, and also by an act of the thirty-ninth 
and fortieth years of his said late Majesty, intitulpd “ An Act for 
“ establishing certain Regulations for the Government of the British' 
“ lerritories in India, and the better Administration of Justice wiUiin 
“ the same: and whereas it may be expedient for the better admi- 
nistration of Justice in the said settlement of Bombay, that a Su- 
preme Court of Judicature should be established at Bombay in tlie 
same form and with the same powers and authorities as that now sub- 
sisting by virtue of the several acts before-mentioned at Fort William 
in Bengal ; be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful 
for his Majesty, his heirs and succe sors, by charter or letters patent 
, under the great sealof (ireat Britain, to erect and establish a Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Bomba}' aforesaid, to consist of such and the 
like number ot persons to be named, frimi time to time, by his Ma- 
jesty, his heirs and successors, with full power to exercise such civil, 
criminal, admiralty, and ecclesiastical jurisdiction, both as to natives 
and British subjects, and to be invested with such powers and autho- 
rities, privileges, and immunities for the belter administration of the 
same, and subject to the same limitations, restrictions, and control, 
within the said town and island of P>ond)ay, and the limits thereof, 
and the territories subordinate thereto, and w ithin tlie territories which 
now are or hereafter may be subject tt> or depi ndunt upon the said 
government of Bombay, as the said Supreme (a>urt of .Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal, b\ virtue of any law now in force and unre- 
pculcd dotii consist of, is invested with or subjec t to, within the said 
Fort \V illiam, or the places suhjee t to or dependant on tin* govern- 
ment thereof: provided always, that the govirnor and council at 
Bombay, and the governor-general at Fort William aforesaid, shall 
enjoy the same exemption and no. other, from the authority of the said 
Supreme C'ourt of .Judicature to be tlicre eri eted, as is enjoyed by 
the said governor-general and ( onncil at F'ort W illiam aforesaid, for 
the time being, from the jurisdiction of tin* Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature there already by law cstablislied. 


\H2A. 

4 Geo. 4, 
V, 71. §17. 


PoxL'cr.s nf Courts at Madras and /inmhaj/. 

(.3) And be it further declared and enacted, that it (.'oiirt 8t Mu~ 
hath been and is and shall be lawful for the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Madras, within Fort St. (ieorge 
and the town of .Madras and the limits thereof, and the ••“•roiirtst Fort- 
factories subordinate thereto, and within the territories 
which now arc, or hereafter may be subject to or de- 


pendant 
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pendant upon the government oi‘ Madras ; and that it shall be lawful 
for the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Bombay to be created 
by virtue of this act, within the said town and island of Bombay and 
the limits thereof, and the factories subordinate thereto, and within 
the territories which now are or hereal'ter may be subject to or de- 
pendant upon the said government of Bombay ; and the said Supreme 
Courts respectively are hereby rc(piired, within the same respectively, to 
<lo, execute, perform and fulfil all such acts, authorities, duties, matters, 
and things whatsoever as the said Supreme Court of Fort William is 
or may be lawfully authorized, empowered, or directed to do, execute, 
})erform, and luliil within Fort William in Bengal aforesaid, or the 
places subject to or dependant upon the government thereof. 

* 

Pa ssa^e-AIoaei/, 


To the chief justice i*l,2()0. 

To each puisne judge 1,000. 


Salaries. 


To the chief justice at Madras.. GO, 000 Madras Us. per annum. • 

To the chief justice at Bombay.. 60,000 Bombay Rs. do. 

'fo eacli puisne judge at Madras . . 50,000 Madras Us. do. 

To each [)uisnc judge at Bombay. , 50,000 Bombay Us. do. 


Pensions. 

To the chief justice, after having served as 

such, five years 

As chief or puisne judge, partly one and 

partly the other, seven years 

Ditto ten years 

To each of the puisne judges, after five 

years 

Ditto seven years 

Ditto ten years 


£800 per annum. 

1,000 

do. 

1,600 

do. 

600 

do. 

800 

do. 

1,200 

do. 


PKINCK OF WALKS’ ISLAND, SINGAPORE, and 
MALACCA. 

A Recorder’s Court was o.stablished at Prince of Wales’ 
Island by letters patent, issued on the 25lh Marcli 1807, in 
consecpience of a petition from the ICast-lndiu Company to his 
lute Majesty. A treaty liaving been concluded with his Ma- 
jesty the King of the Netherlands, on the I7th March 1824, 
by which Great Britain obtained possession of the island of 
Singapore and the town and fort of Malacca ; and those set- 
tlements having been transferred to the Company, they were 

empowered 
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empowered by tlie act of the ()ili Cfco. IV, cap. 80 , to annex 
such possessions to Prince of Wales* Island, or otherwise, as 
they might see fit. T'he Court of Directors, in pursuance of 
such authority, have annexed the said settlements to that of 
Prince of Wales’ Island, forming the whole into a government 
denominated the Governor and Council of Prince of ^^'aIes’ 
Island, Singapore, and Malacca. Hy the same act, his iVIa- 
jesty is authorized to issue letters patent, shoultl it he deeineil 
expedient to make any alteration for the administration of 
justice. The Court accordingly presented a ])etition to his 
Majesty in 18:2o, prayings his Majesty to accept a surri'iuler 
of the charter, or letters-patent, granted in 1807, and that 
his Majesty would he graciously pleased to grant 10 the C*oin- 
pany letters-patent, estahlidiing ov authorizing llie eslahlish- 
inent of such Courts and Judicatures for the trial and ])unisli- 
inent of capital and other oirences within the said settlement ol* 
Prince of M ales’ Island, Siiigapore, and Malacca. Lett*, rs- 
patent have been accordingly issued, by which a C’ouri of 
Judiuitiire is constituted, to consist of the govfirnor ami the 
resident counsellor, and one other judge to he called the 
recorder. 


LAWS. 

LAWS.; (I) And whereas under and by virtue and accord- Administraiion 

inc to the effect of an act passed in the forty-secoiul juaio* m 

6Gfo. 4, Ins late Majesty King (jeorge Alai.uia. 

. Kfj, § rj. the Third, intituled, “ An Act to authorize the 

“ East-India Company to make their Settlement at I'ort -Mail- 
“ borough ill the Ea?»t-Indies a Factory subordinate to tlie Presitlency 
“ of Fort William in IKngal, and to transfer tiie servants, who on 
the Reduction of that Estubli.sliment shall l)e .Mipcrnumeiary, to 
“ the Presidency of Fort St. (leorge;" and an act passed in the filth 
year of tlie reign of his present Majesty King (ieorge the l\)urlli, 
intituled An Act for transferring to the East-India Company 
“ certain Po.s.sessiuns newly acquired in tlie East-lndics, and the 
“ Removal of Convicts from Sumatra, tlie Island of Singap«)re in 
“ the East-Indies, and the Town and Fort of Malacca and its l)e- 
pendencies, and all the Colonies, Possessions, and I'.stahlishments 
“ ceded by his Majesty the King of I he Netherlands to his said 
“ present Majesty King (ieorge the Fourth, by a 'iVeafy, concluded 
between their said Majesties on the Seventeenlli Day of March One 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-four," have become and now 
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arc factories subordinate to the presidency of Fort William in Bengal, 
and tlicreby, by virtue of an act passed in the thirty -ninth and for- 
tieth years of the reign of his said late Majesty, King George the 
Third, intituled “ An Act for establishing further Regulations for 
“ the Government of the British Territories in India, and the better 
“ -Administration of Justice within the same,’* are subject to the juris- 
diction of the Supreme Court of Judicature of Fort William afore- 
said ; and it may be expedient tliat some other provision should be 
made for the administration of justice within the said island and other 
j)laces aforesaid ; be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be 
lawful to and for his Majesly, his heirs and successors, by letters 
j)alcnt under tile great seal of (ireat Britain, or in any other lawful 
manner, to make such provision lor the admini>tration of justice in 
civil, criminal, ecclesiastical, and admiralty matters, arisen and to 
arise witliiii tlie said island of Singapore, and the said town and fort 
of Malaeea ami its dejiemlencies, by Iiis and their royal prerogative, us 
he or they might have done if the said last-mentioned aet had never 
been made or passed ; and in case any such provision shall he made 
by his Majesty, his heirs and saceessors, then the said island, and 
the said town and fort and its dependencies, from the time or several 
times when such provision shall take effect, or from any other time 
or times to he appointed by his Majesty, his heirs or suecessors, 
and all the inhabitants of the said island, anil the said town, fort, 
and its dependencies, and other persons being thereon, sliall cease 
to he subject to and sliall be wholly excnijit from the jurisdiction 
of the said Supreme Court; the said liLst-mentioned aet, or any 
other law or statute, to the contrary thereof in anywise notwith- 
standing. 


COURTS OF JUDICAT URE 

|■«m TiiK 

TIUAL IN RNGLAM) OK OFFENCES (’OMMITTED 
IN INDIA. 

In llie act of the 2lth Geo. ill, cap. 25, by which tlie 
Board of (’ominissioiiers for the Affairs of Iiulia was fii*st esta- 
blished, provision >vas made for the erection of a Court of 
Jiulicaiurt! in Emjhnid for the I'rial of Offemrs cowmitfrd in 
India, "I’he court was to consist of three judges, one ap- 
pointed from each of tlie three courts of King's Reiich, Coni- 
iTion TMeas, and I^xclic(|iicr, four peers and six members ot 
the House of Commons. The four peers to fie taken out of 
a list of twenty-six, to he clio.son at the commenccnient of 

s each 


LAWS. 


1800. 
and 40 
Geo. 
c. 70. 
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each session; and the six commoners out of a list of forty 
membei's chosen in the same niaiiiier; liberty being given to 
tile party ucciiseil and to the prosecutor to challenge a certain 
numlior of the same. All depositions of \vitnessi*s taken in 
India, and all writings received by the C onrt of Oi rectors, 
and copies of those sent out by them were ti> be iveeived as 
legal evidence. The judgment of the court is made final, and 
to extend to fine and imprisonment, and to the declaring the 
party incapable of ever serving the C’ompany in any capacity 
whatever. The bill likewise provideil, that every servant of 
the Company should, within two months after bis return to 
England, deliver in upon oath to the Court of Exchequer, 
an inventory of his real and personal estates ; and a copy 
thereof to the t\mrt of IJlireclors for the inspection of the 
proprietors; and in case any complaint sliouhl Ik^ iiuule 
thereujx>n hy the Board of CommUsioiiers, the C'oiirl of Di- 
rectors or any three proprietors, |Kissessing stock t4> the anumiil 
conjunctively of £10,000, the Court of Exchequer %\ere iv- 
quireil to examine the pei’Min coinplaineil of u[>oii oath, 
and to imprison him until he answend the inlerrogatiuies put 
to him to their satisfaction, and any neglect or concealment 
w'as punishable by inqiriMmment, forfeiture of all bis irsiaitw, 
btitb real and personal, and an ineapacity ol‘ ever m rving tin: 
Company. Coiisiilerable opposition w;ls oHereil to tin: bill. 
The ci>mpelling persons to swear to the value of their pi*€>perly 
upon their return from India, was repre>eiited ns harsh aiui 
figorons. In tlefence of that provision it was said, that llu re 
was no other I’lleclual nuxie of putting an i iid to the pecula- 
lion and extortion which hail so long prevailed; and as a fiirlln r 
defence it was iirge<l that as the oath was not to he requin*d 
till 1787, those who were already in India and might In- 
affected retrospectively, w'ould have an op|H>rtuinty of avoid* 
ing its operation by returning to England before that time ; 
and those who should go otit Mihseqiieiuly, would know to what 
test they would be '*iibject wln ri they returned. 

The new Court <»f Judicature was strongly objected Uk 
esfiecially as not allowing IiHiiaii fhdinrpients a trial by a jury 
of their peers, which was represented as the birthright of 
ever}' Englishman. It was observed in reply, that iiuiiiy per* 
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sons in this country are convicted and punished witliout a 
jury, particularly that uuincroiis and valuable set of men the 
officers anti privates of our army and navy. As the ordinary 
law of Kii^lnnd was not suittal to the eidbrceincnt of inilitJiry 
discipline, so it lind been found inadeipiate to the prevention 
of the j^rrossesi iniscoiiduct in India : tiie same principle of 
public utility and t'ciieral expediency would therefore equally 
jusliry another niotle of trial in l)Oth Ciisi s. ^I'lie courts of 
Westminster H:ill, and even the* power of Parliament, had 
been prov<*d by exjierieiu-ir to lie incornpeU iit to the punish- 
ment of odcnc( s eoiniuilleil in tlit* distant n f^ioiis of the Ka^t, 
which ri'iuieretl it necessary to have rt'Cour e to a m w spe^'ie^s 
of judicature not oonfnied to the coiniiion rules t>f evidi iice : 
and when it was consiih red from wlial classe<; of life the mem- 
bers of the pn*posei! court were to 1>(‘ taken, and that every 
possible pre(‘aulion >va-» to !>e iise<i for excluding from llie 
office <if jutigt' ail persons wlio could l)e supposed to liave any 
bias u]H»n tin ir inindv; it might be safi ly said, that no assem- 
blage i>f persons eould be ftuuul better cpialified to invesligalt* 
irnlh or more liki ly to deciile with candour and justice. 'Phe 
chii f debate v%:i^ o?i the bill going inti> a ec»nnniltt e ; and on 
till* motion fov tlie "peaki r% leaving tla* chair, the nuinlK i s 
Wi re two liiintlr< i! and si vc nty-<nii' Vias to sixty naves. 

'^rhe note addii‘s>eil by the King to Mr. Pitt on learning 
the result, wa^ in ilte following terms: — 

It with iidiniie pleasure I have rtceivid Mr. Pi(l*s lU'U* 
containing ilie agrei ab]«‘ account i»f the cominitli'e on liu- 
Kast-lnilia biil iiaving been opeiual by tlu' division of so 
“ Very iUcid(Hl a in:ij<irity. 

1 trust il»i> will prcM'nt much trouble being given in it*^ 
further ]*ri>gres*^, ami that tliis measure may lay a fouhda- 
‘‘ tion for. by degrees, corn’Cting those shocking enonniliv's in 
India wliich disgrace htnnaii nature, aiul if not put a si<ij> 
to, threaten the exjmlsion of tlu* ('ompany mit of the.: 
wealth \ region.” 

In 17S<;, a bill was brought in by Mr. Dtind.as for .unending 
so niiieh of the art of ITSl. as re«p»ired from the servant" ot 
tin* C\)mpany returning from liidia. a ili-ch'sini' of :d! iluir 
iii]iroperly tipon oath; nhieh unasme had luvn loudb com- 

s piiiincd 
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plained of, and had created ^tron^f di!$giKst and indignation 
amongst Uie Company’s servants in India. It also provided 
for some alteration in the Court constituted by the act of 
178-1^ for the trial in England of offences committed in liidin. 
Strong ini'cctives were uttered by Mr. Fox against re-ennefing, 
under any mtHlificatioiis, a bill wliicli Unik away the unalien- 
able birthright of every British subject, to a trial by jury. 
The bill was op|x>seil in the House of Lords on the same 
grounds, by the I^mls Carlisle, Stormont, and Li>ughlN)rough ; 
but it [lassed by large majorities. 


LAWS 
*jr. (J«i. X 

c. -fT, 

^ 1. 


L A W S. 

(1) Whereas by an act made in the twenty -fourth 
year of his Majesty’s reign, intituled. An Act for {•*^**f *** 

“ the belter Heguiation and Management of the ifn* 

Affairs of the Kasc-lndia Company, and of the Bri- 
“ tish rossessmns in India: anti for esfaolishmg u 
** Court of Judieatun* for tlie more spevtiy and effec- *■» 

•' tual Trial of Persons aeeustHl of Ofi’enecs committid **'’ 

** in the luLst- Indies/’ divert provisions were made and cnac tetl for 
the more effeetually prosecuting and bringing t<i Hpt'cdy anti condign 
punishment the crime of extortion, and t»lluT ittiMdemeunors* com- 
mitted in the East- Indies by British subjl•cr^. in the ^eni'ic e of his 
Majesty, or of the said C-ompany ; und partit ularly ft»r eonstituling 
a sjH cial Court of Jmlicature for tin* trial of any information, to he 
exhibiUsl in his Majesty’s (’ourt of King’s Bencfi, against such 
offenders, under and by virtue of a eomminsion, to l»c awanlid under 
the great seal of (ircal Britain, directeil to tour memben* I'f tlu* 
House of Peers, six members of the House of (* 0 TnmonSf ami three 
of the judges of his Maje'*f>’s t tuirts of law at Wi stnnntter, snrh 
immbcrs and judges to be selerteil ami chosen in the manner pro- 
scribed by the said art ; and tlie said Special (’ommis#ioners, to be 
»o conalitiiled by such eotmnission. or any seven or more of tiicni 
(of ^ whom one of the siiid three judges wax to he one), were, hy the 
act, invested fiirh full jmHer and authority to lumr and dHermiiie 
e^rv such information, and to promnince judgment ttimx»n, uceorrb 
ing to the effect of the judgment at common law, iifion eonvirfions 
hod and obtainctl according to the course of tin? common law, for 
extortion or other mifuictnranor : and wherciix the selection of the 
members of the said respective Holies (»f PariiainenL for flic pnr- 
ponea aforesaid, may be rendered more easy and convenient ; oml 
whereas it is judged exp<^ient, that, instioil of seven, not less than 
ten commissioners, to he constituted by such commission as aforesaid, 
should have aiithortty to hear ami dHermine any siieh irdbrmatiofi#^ 

ami. 
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and» for that purpose^ tliut u greater number of members of each LAWS. 

Houm! of Parliament, than is directed by the said act, sliould, toge- \^, 

Ihcr witii the said tlirce judges, be named and authori/a^d ns comniis* 2SGeo.3, 
sioiicrs in and by such commission ; and whereas it is also ex|H;dient, Y* 
that, for giving greater vigour and eHumey to the procc^edings and 
judgments of the s^iid special comiiiissioners, further regulatioji.<> 
should be provided and established; be it enacted, that witijin the 
first thirty sitting days of the House of Lords in every future ses- 
sion of Parliament, the members of the sitid House, or any of them, 
may resfiectiveJy deliver in, at the table, lists inclosed in covers, 
sealed up, and having- the words Eust>Indtu .ludicature," and their 
respective names ur titles of honour, hy which they arc generally 
known and distinguished, indorM-d on the outside thereot', in their 
resjK'Ctive proper hand-writing : ever\ such ii.-f containing the names 
or titles of tw'cnty-six p<*ers ; and that, on the <ir>t MiUnn day after 
the expiration of the siiid thirty days, tlie clerk of t)ie Pathamciits. 
or his deputy or assistant, or such other person as the said House 
shall direct, shall prepare and lay upon tlie table of the s^iid Housi* 
a list of the names or titles of the Lords %vIio shall, within the slid 
thirty days, have deii\ered such lists; and tiuit, on the next sitting 
day of the said House, the wiid covers shall he opened by the clerk 
of the Parliaments, or his deputy or assistant, or sueh other [xrson 
afi the said House shall direet, hy older of the s|H*aker of the sai«i 
Houses during the sitting of the said House, and all the lists which 
shall be so delivered shall be taken out of Uie said covers and put into 
a box; and the said lists shall he referred by the said House to a 
committee ; who shall examine the same, and ivilhin such time as the 
said House shall direct, report to the House the name or title ol 
every Lord whose name or title shall appear in ten or more of such 
lists; and if the names or titles of the resixctive memlxTS so returned 
shall not amount to twenty-six members at the least, exclusively of 
such oi' the members so returned as shall be struck out of the saids;; 
lists nccoriling to the diivctions of this act, the members of the said 
House, or any of them, may, on any of the next seven sitting days 
of the said House, ileliver in fresh lists in covers sealcii up, and 
indorsed in the manner hereinbefore directed, each of such lists 
containing a number of names or titles of memhers of the said*(louse, 
equal to that nundier hy which the list returned by the committee 
shall, exclusively of the members struck out as aforesaid, fall Son 
of twenty-six; and the said covers shall be opened, and the lists 
disposed of, referrcil, anil proceeded u{K>n aAer the end of the said 
sewen days, in the manner herciiihefore dircx'tetl in respect to the said 
former lists. 

Limm of rt>riy (2) And be it furcJier cnacUMl by Uie aiitJiority $ 2. 
aforctwid, that the members of the House of Com- 
mons, l*> be nameil by that Housi^ for the puq>ose? 

* aibresaid, shall be chosen, nomitiatccl, and appointcil in the manner 

s :l following. 
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following, and not othemise, any thing in the said recited act con- 
17R(i. tained to the contrary notwithstanding ; (tliat is to sny), that witliin 
26 Geo. 3, the first thirty sitting days of the said House in every future session 
Parliament, the members of the said House, or any of them, may 
respectively deliver in, at the table, lists, inclosed in covers, scaled 
up, and having the words << East-Inclia Judicature,” and their re- 
spective names, indorsed on the outside thereof, in their respective 
proper hand-writing, each of which lists shall contain the names of 
forty members of the said House ; and that, on the first sitting day 
after the expiration of the said thirty days, the clerk of the said 
House, or his deputy or assistant, or such other person as the House 
shall direct, shall prepare, and lay upon the table, the names of all 
the members who shall have delivered such lists; and that on the 
next sitting day of the said House, the clerk of the said House, 
or any or cither of such other persons as aforesaid, shall, at the table, 
during the sitting of the said House, by the order of the speaker, 
take the lists out of the said covers, and put the said lists together into 
a box ; and the said lists shall be immediately referred, by the said 
House, to a committee, who shall examine the same, and within 
such time as the House shall direct, report to the House the name of 
every member whose name shall appear in twenty or more of the said 
lists ; and if the names so returned shall not amount to fort^ at the 
least, exclusively of such of the said members therein named as shall 
be struck out of the said lists according to the directions of this act, 
the members of the said House, or any of them, may, on any of the 
next seven sitting days of the said House, deliver in at the table of 
the said House fresh lists, in covers, sealed up and indorsed in the 
manner hereinbefore directed, each list containing a number of 
names of members of the said House equal to that number by which 
the list returned by the said committee shall, exclusively of such of 
the said names as shall be so struck out, fall short of forty, and the 
^^said lists shall be opened, disposed of, referred, and proceeded upon, 
after the end of the said seven days, in the manner hereinbefore di- 
rected in respect to the said former lists : and the like order and course 
respectively as aforesaid, shall be taken in each House of Parliament, 
until the said numbers of twenty-six members of the House of Lords, 
and forty members of the House of Commons, shall have been 
returned to the said respective Houses, by the committees to whom 
the said lists shall be referred, exclusively of such of the members so 
returned as shall be struck out of the said lists, according to the direc- 
tions of this act. 


5 3 . 


(3) Provided always, and be it enacted, that if any 
of the persons named in any of the lists returned by 
the said respective committees, shall appear to hold 
any civil office of profit under the crown, during his 


Persons bold- 
ing offices under 
the Crown to bo 
stnick out. 


Majesdr’s pleasure, or to be, or to have been, a Commissioner for 
the Affairs of India^[(r to be, or to have been, a Director of the said 


Company, 
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Company, or to hold, or to have held, any office or employment in 
the service of the said Company in India, the names of all and every 
such persons shall be struck out of the said lists, by the oi*der of the 
said respective Houses of Parliament. 

(4) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that if 
the delivery of the said lists at the tables of the respec- 
tive Houses of Parliament, in the manner directed by 
this act, shall occasion any interruption of other busi- 
ness, or be found inconvenient in any other respect, it shall be lawful 
for both or either of the said Houses, by their order or orders, to sub- 
stitute such other mode for the deliver}' of such lists as the said 
Houses shall respectively think fit, and that the said lists shall, after 
the making of any such order or orders, be delivered according to the 
tenor and directions thereof respectively ; any thing hereinbefore con- 
tained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(.5) And be it further enacted, that the names of the 
twenty -six peers, and forty members of the House of 
Commons, which shall have been so chosen by the 
said respective Houses of Parliament, or the names of 
the twenty-six peers, and forty members of the House 
ol’ C'onimons, which (in case the said lists of both or 
either of the said Houses shall happen to contain a 
greater number of members than as aforesaid respec- 
tively) shall have been drawn by lot, according to the 
directions of the said former act, or of such of them 
as shall personally appear at the time and place ap- 
pointed, in the manner by tlie said act directed, shall 
he put into a box, to be drawn by lot, in the presence of the judges, 
to be appointed according to the directions of the said recited act, 
and of the parties to the information to be tried, or their counsel or 
agents ; and the person or persons against whom the said information 
sliall have been exhibited, shall have the liberty, as the said nani^s 
are drawn out, to make peremptory challenges, to the number of 
thirteen of the peers, and twenty of the members of the House of 
Commons, whose names shall have been put into the said box ; and 
his IMajcsty’s attorney-general, or other prosecutor, as the case may 
happen, and also the party or parties against whom such information 
shall have been exhibited as aforesaid, shall respectively have power 
to make challenges to any of the names which shall be so drawn out, 
and to assign for cause of challenge any such matter as, in the opinion 
of the three judges, or the majority of them, shall appear, in their dis- 
cretion, sufficient to set aside the person or persons so challenged, for 
the purpose of obtaining equal justice : and the first five names of the 
said peers, and likewise the first seven names of the said members of 
the House of Commons, which being drawn out shall not be so chal- 
lenged, or against whom no challenge shall have been allowed, shall 
be rcturnctl by the said judges to the Lord^lfigh Chancellor, or Lord 

s t Keeper, 


LAWS. 

I7B6. 

2fi Geo. 3, 
C.67, 
§3. 
§4. 


I'lic party ac- 
ciiseil and firo.sc- 
cutud may chai- 
luiige tliirtiRMi 
peers and twen- 
ty commoner?!. 
-—The first live 
peers, and t?ie 
first scvtMi coni- 
nitiners not ciia!- 
K’nj7ed to be, 
with the tliree 
indues, appoint- 
ed special coiii- 
‘ .^sioi'.ir^. 


§ 5 . 



COURTS OF JUDICATURE. 


TRIAL IN ENGLAND OE 


LAWS. Keeper, or Lords Commissioners for the custody of the great seal of 
Great Britain, who shall cause the said five peers, and the said seven 
26 Geo. 3, members of the House of Commons, by their respective proper names 
or titles of honour, together with the names of the said three judges, 
to be inserted in the special commission to be issued by virtue of the 
said recited act, and of this present act ; and the persons who shall be 
so named and authorized in and by the said commission, shall appear 
within ten days, at the time and place to be appointed by the said 
three judges, and shall then and there take the following oath, before 
the Lord High Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, or Lords Commissioners 
of tlie Great Seal of Great Britain, for the time being, or any one 
of them : — 

‘‘ I, A. B., do swear, that as a commissioner ap- Commission- 
“ pointed by his Majesty’s commission for the trial of 
“ the information now at issue against C. D., I will diligently attend 
such trial, and that 1 will hear and determine the same to the best 
of my judgment, according to the evidence which shall be given. 

So help me (jod.” 

j 6. (6) And be it further enacted, that if, by reason of if challenger 

the challenges as aforesaid, the number of names so tl)an*^fivD 

drawn out as aforesaid shall be reduced to less than peers and seven 

five peers and seven members of the House of Com- 

. , , , . , , * 1 lists to be made 

mons respectively, then and m such case the said out. 

three judgtis shall forthwith certify the same to the 
speakers of the respective Houses of Parliament, who sliall lay the 
same before the said houses respectively ; and the said houses shall 
respectively proceed, within any of the next seven days on which the 
said houses shall respectively sit for the despatch of business, to 
choose, nominate, and appoint twenty-six members of the House of 
Lords, and forty members of the House of Commons, after the man- 
ner and course aforesaid, the lists of which said respective members 
so chosen and appointed shall be transmitted to the clerk of the crown 
in his Majesty’s High Court of Chancery, or his deputy, and be inr- 
serted in a new commission, to be issued in the manner hereinbefore 
and in the said fortner act directed : provided always, that no day on 
which the House of Commons shall have adjourned, for want of the 
presence of a sufficient number of members to execute the provisions 
of the several acts passed in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign 
of his present Majesty, to regulate the trials of controverted elections 
or returns of members to serve in Parliament, shall be accounted 
one of the sitting days of the said House, for any of the purposes of 
this act. 

§ 7. (7) And be it further enacted, that the said special Power of the 

commissioners to be appointed as aforesaid shall have C*'^™**’**®”*?'** 
full power and authority to hear and determine every such informa- 
tion, and % pronounce judgment thereon according to the effect of 

the 
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the judgment of the common law, upon convictions had and obtained LAWS, 
according to the course of the common law, for extortion, or other [ 7 ^. 
misdemeanor, and also to declare the party so convicted incapable of 26 Geo. 3, 
serving the King's Majesty, his heirs or successors, or the said United 
Company, in any capacity whatever; and such judgment so pro- 
nounced by the said special commissioners as aforesaid, upon such 
information, shall be good and eficctual, and sliall be conclusive, to all 
intents and purposes ; and no certiorari shall be granted for removing 
the proceedings of the said special commissioners, on such informa- 
tion, into any court whatever ; and the proceedings of the said special 
commissioners shall not be impeached, or the validity thereof ques- 
tioned, in any action or suit, or other proceeding, in any qpurt of law 
or equity. 

Ten Commit. (8) Provided always, and be it enacted, that all and § r. 

sioners coiupo- every the powers and authorities given and granted by 
tent to act. i*° ° 1 

the said recited act, and by this present act, unto the 

said special commissioners, shall and may be executed by or before 

any ten or more of them (of whom one of the said three judges shall 

always be one) ; and that no act done or executed by or before the 

said commissioners, unless ten or more of the said commissioners (of 

whom one of the said three judges shall be one) shall be present at 

the doing or executing thereof (save and except in the particular cases 

hereinafter specially provided), shall be valid or effectual ; any thing in 

the said former act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(9) Subpoenas may be issued out of the crown office of the Court 1784. 

" King’s Bench for the attendance of witnesses. Non-attendance 

to be deemed a misdemeanor. § , 74 .* 

(10) The said special commissioners may send for persons, papers, § 75. 
and records, and examine all witnesses who shall come or be brought 
before them upon oath, and may commit prevaricators to the Fleet 

or Newgate. 

• 

( 11 ) The majority of commissioners to determine, and the presi- 1786. 
dent to have a casting vote. If by death or otherwise, the number 

should be reduced under ten, a new commission to be made out. § p and * 10 . 

(P 2 ) The commissioners to attend during the ilhole trial, unless § ii. 
absent by leave. — If all do not meet, the majority present may 
adjourn. — Cause of absence to be inquired into. ~ Absentees may be 
censured or fined, and disabled from acting.— No fine shall exceed 
the sum of five hundred pounds, which fine or fines to be forthwith 
estreated by one or more of the three judges into the Court of Ex- 
chequer, and the like process shall be awarded by the said Court of 
Exchequer, for levying the said fine or fines for his Majesty’s use, as 
is usually awarded for the levying of otlier fines estreated into the 
said Court of Exchequer 

(13) Leave of absence may be granted to commissioners ; but being $ 12 . 
absent during part of trial, are not again to sit. ^ 

(14) During 
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(14) During a trial, the commissioners not to adjourn for more 
than twenty-four hours, except Sunday, Christmas-day, or Good 
FViday, shall happen to intervene ; in which case their adjournment 
shall not exceed twenty-four hours, exclusive of such days. 

(15) Commissioners to appoint a register. 

(16) Tlie clerks and other officers shall be paid, by the parties 
informant or informants, and defendant or defendants, named in such 
information, the same or the like fees and allowances as the respective 
officers attendant upon his Majesty*s Court of King’s Bench, upon 
trials of informations for misdemeanors prosecuted in the said court, 
are entitled to receive from the parties thereto respectively, according 
to tlie stations and duties of such officers respectively. 

(17) Court of King’s Bench may issue out warrants for appre- 
hending persons accused of extortion, &c., in the East-Indies. 

(18) Parties informed against to be committed or to find bail. 

(19) The recognizance shall bind all the goods of the principal 
party at the time of entering into the same, &c. 

(20) Mode of proceeding when parties abscond. 

(21) Depositions of witnesses taken in India and transmitted to 
the Court of King’s Bench, may be read before the special com- 
missioners, and shall be deemed competent evidence. — Chief justice 
of the King’s Bench, &c. to deliver the deposition, &c., to tlie 
Lord Chancellor. 

(22) Restriction as to the delivery thereof. 

(23) All writings received by the Court of Directors from India, 
and copies of writing sent by the Court to their servants there, rela- 
tive to the charge in the information, &c., may be admitted by the 
commissioners as evidence. 

(24; The Court of King’s Bench at the prayer of the prosecutor, &c., 
may order an examination of witnesses upon interrogatories, &c. 

(25) In all cases where the plea of not guilty shall be entered for the 
party or parlies, defendant or defendants, to any information by the 
prosecutor or [i^secutors thereof, by virtue and according to the 
directions of this act, it shall be sufficient, in order to the hearing 
and determining of such information, for sucli prosecutor or prose- 
cutors to give fourteen days notice of the day appointed for the trial 
thereof by advertisement in the London Gazette, any law, usage, or 
practice to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(26) Judgment to be pronounced by the Commissioners, though 
the parties do not appear. 

(27) Parties during trial may be committed to tlie Marsbalsea, 
Tower of London, or gaol of Newgate ; as also disturbers of the Court. 

(28) Jjjdgments of the commissioners to be executed by the Court 
of King’s Bench, and to be final. 


(29) Providetl 
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This or the re- (29) Provided always, and be it further enacted that LAWS, 
fTc*privr|K*m»ns** nothing shall extend, or be construed to extend, to * 

of any right they deprive the prosecutor or prosecutors of any infer- 26 Geo! 3 
mation, or the party or parties, defendant or defen- c. 57, 

‘ * dants thereto, of any right, liberty, benefit, or advan- 5 

tage, to which, by the law of the land, or the rules of practice of 

the Court of King s Bench, such prosecutor or prosecutors, defen- 
dant or defendants, is or are, or would, could, or might have 

been intitled, upon any otlier information of a like nature, de- 

pending in the said Court of King’s Bench, before issue in fact 
joined therein ; nor to prevent or restrict the said Court of King’s 
Bench from exercising any such power or authority as would, could, 
or niiglit have been legally exercised by the said Court of King’s 
Bench, in the matter of any such information, before issue in fact 
joined therein, if the said former act, or this present act, had not 
been made ; any thing in the said former act or this present act con- 
tained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

MotK* (if pro- (*^9) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that § 24 , 
cceding wheru if the party or parties charged by any such informa- 
aforesaid, shall enter a demurrer to such infor- 
mation, and such demurrer shall be overruled by the 
said Court of King’s Bench, such party or parties shall, within eight 
days next after the said court shall have given judgment on such 
demurrer, unless a writ of error shall be brought thereon, and then 
within eight days next after such judgment shall be affirmed, or such 
' .it of error shall be nonprossed, enter the plea of not guilty to such 
information, or, in default thereof, the said plea of not guilty shall and 
may be entered for and in the name or names of such party or parties, 
by his Majesty’s attorney-general, or other prosecutor ; and the said 
information shall proceed in the like manner as if no demurrer had 
been entered thereto, any law or the usage or practice of the said 
court, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(31) Informations may be determined in the Court of King’s § 25 . 
Bench. 

(32) Where the party shall be found guilty anfl adjudged to pay a i784. 
fine, he may be examined by interrogatories in the Court of Exche- 

quer as to his estate and effects. — If he shall not appear, or refuse to 
answer, he shall forfeit all his estate to the King, and shall be 
liable to be imprisoned in Newgate or the Tower. 

How fines, Ac. (33) Whenever the party or parties, against whom i786. 
vSed? *'*^*^' information shall have been exhibited as 

aforesaid, shall be adjudged to pay a fine or fines to j 20 ! 
his Majesty, his heirs or successors ; and also whenever any recog- 
nizance or recognizances entered into under the said former act [or 
this present act, shall become forfeited, the said Couj|: of King’s 

Bench, 
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LAWS. Bench, or, in case the said court shall not be then sitting, the 
Lord Chief Justice of the same court, shall and may forthwith, at 
26 Geo. 3 , the instance of his Majesty’s attorney-general, or other prosecutor, 
to the lord chief baron, or any other of the barons of the 
Court of Exchequer, an estreat of the fine or fines, recognizance 
or recognizances, so adjudged or become forfeited respectively as 
aforesaid; and the said lord chief baron, or other of thp said barons, 
shall thereupon, at the requisition of the said attorney-general, or 
other prosecutor, authorize and direct the proper officer of the same 
court to award, and such officer shall accordingly forthwith award, 
under the seal of the same court, one or more special writ or writs of 
extendi Jacias and capias^ or other special process, against the said 
party or parties adjudged to pay such fine or fines, or the principal or 
principals, and sureties, in such recognizance or recognizances respect- 
ively, and their lands, tenements, and hereditaments, goods, chattels, 
and effects, directed into such county or counties, cities, places, or 
liberties, to the proper sheriffs, or other officers of the same respect- 
ively, for the due execution thereof, as the said attorney-general, or 
other prosecutor, shall desire or require in that behalf. 

§. 27 , (*^4!) And be it further enacted, that if it shall at Mode of rcco- 

any time be made to appear, to the satisfaction of the vering fines from 
said Court of Exchequer in England, at the instance 
of his Majesty’s attorney-general, or other prosecutor, when the e/u cts 
by motion in the said court on his or their behalf, that 
such party or parties, principal or principals, or sureties, 
as aforesaid, or any of them, have no lands, tenements, or other 
estate or effects in Great Britain, or that the same (if any) are not 
sufficient to answer the sum or sums forfeited by sucli recognizance or 
recognizances, or due jbr such fine or fines respectively, and that 
such party or parties, principal or principals, or sureties, or any of 
them, shall have, or be seized or possessed of, or entitled to, any lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, goods, chattels, debts, estate, or effects, 
within any of the British possessions in the East Indies, respectively 
(the said sum or sums, fine or fines, not being paid and satisfied), then, 
and in every such case, the said Court of Exchequer shall and may, 
by rule or order of the said court, cause one or more transcript or 
transcripts of the estreats of the said recognizance or recognizances, 
fine or fines, to be sealed with the seal of the said court, or to be other- 
wise attested, as the said court shall direct, and the same so sealed or 
attested, shall be closed up under the seals of any two of the barons of 
the said court, directed to the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, 
and to the mayor’s courts at Madras and Bombay, or to any or cither 
of the said courts, as the case shall or may require. 

§ 28 . (36) Examinations in India to be sealed up and given to the agents 

of the parties, to be delivered to the clerks of the King’s Bench. 


The 
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The Courts for the Provinces under the several Governments 
in India will now be noticed. 

COURTS FOR THE PROVINCES. 

Bengal. 

The three principal branches of the public administration 
committed to the agency of the East-India Company’s servants 
(exclusive of the political and diplomatic, which depend^n the 
governor -general and council) are the judicial, revenue, and 
commercial. 

The judicial branch, which alone will be noticed under this 
head, may be divided into two parts, viz. civil and criminal. 

The existing courts of judicature in India, already treated 
of, may be denominated the King’s courts. Those which 
will now be described, may be properly designated the 
courts established by the East-India Company for the admi- 
nistration of justice throughout the extensive territories under 
their Indian governments, and upon principles laid down by 
regulations framed under the authority of acts of Parliament, 
having the same force and effect as legislative enactments in 
this country. 

It was in 1765 that the East-India Company acquired the 
Dewanny authority* over the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orissa. 

In the following year the president of the council. Lord 
Clive, took his place as Dewan, and also exercised the func- 
tions of Nazim or Governor. At that period it was not thought 
prudent to vest the immediate administration of civil and cri- 
minal justice in European officers. In 1169, supervisors were 
appointed by government with pow’ers of siiperintending the 
native officers employed in collecting the revenue and admi- 
nistering justice in different parts of the country, and councils 
with superior authority were in the following year established 
at Moorshedabad and Patna. 

In 1772, in pursuance of orders issued by the Court of 
Directors a committee of council, consisting of Mr. Hoistings 
(the governor) and four members of council, proposed a plan 
for the more regular administration of justice in the provinces, 

adopting 

* Receiver- General in perpetuity of the Revenues. 
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adapting the rules to the manners and understanding of the 
people and to the exigencies of the country, adhering as 
closely as possible to their ancient usages and institutions. Un- 
der that plan Mofussil Dewanny Adawluts, or provincial courts 
of civil justice, under the superintendence of the collectors 
of the revenues were established in each district. A court of 
Suddqr Dewanny Adawlut, or superior civil court, was esta- 
blished at the presidency under the superintendence of three 
or more members of council, to hear appeals from the pro- 
vincial courts in causes exceeding five hundred rupees. 

In 1773, the regulating act was passed, under which the 
King’s Supreme Court of Judicature was established ; by the 
37th section of that act the governor-general and council (then 
first appointed) were authorized to make and issue such rules, 
ordinances, imd regulations for the good government of tlie 
settlement of Fort William as might appear just — they were 
not to be valid until duly registered in the Sujireme Court, and 
appeals might be made from them to the King in Council who 
might repeal such rules, &c. 

In 1774, an alteration took place in the constitution of the 
provincial civil courts by the recall of the collectors, and 
appointment of provincial councils for the divisions of Cal- 
cutta Burdwan, Dacca, Moorshedabad, Dinagepore, and 
Patna. 

The administration of civil justice was vested in the council 
at large, but exercised by one of the members in rotation. 
This plan con^ued until 1780, when the governor-general 
and covincil resolved, that for the more effectual and regidar 
administration of j ustice, distinct courts of Dewanny Adawlut 
should be estabfished in the six divisions before mentioned, to 
be independent of the provincial courts, and to take cogni- 
zance of all claims of inheritance to zemindarries, talook- 
darries, or other real jiroperty, or mercantile disj)utes, &c. 

The avocations of the governor-general in council having 
prevented their sitting in the Court of Sudder Dewanny Adaw- 
lut, established in 1772, at the presidency. Sir Elijah Impey, 
the chief justice of the Supreme Court of Judicatus’c* was a]>- 
])ointed in 1780 to the charge anti superintendence of that 
court. This circumstance, wJiich occasioned so much aniinad- 


ver.sion 
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version in Parliament, is adverted to in the detail already 
given of the establishment of the Supreme Court. 

Sir Elijah Impey was removed by the Courtis orders of April 
1782, and the superintendence of the Sudder Dewanny Adaw- 
lut resumed by the governor-general and council on the 15th 
November in that year. 

The act of Parliament of the preceding year, 21 Geo^ III, 
cap. 70, which had heen passed to define more clearly the 
powers of the Supreme Court and to preserve the rights of 
the natives, provided that the Sudder Dewanny Adawiut 
should be deemed a Court of Record, and its judgments con- 
clusive and final, except upon appeal to his Majesty in civil 
suits only, the value of which should be £5,000 and upwards. 

In the act of 1781*, 24tli Geo. Ill, cap. 25, sec. 39, the Com- 
pany were required to inquire into the alleged grievances of 
the landholders, and if founded in truth, to afford them 
redress, and to establish permanent rules for the settlement 
and collection of the revenues, and for the administration 
‘‘ of justice founded on the ancient laws and local usages of 
the country.” 

The Marquess Cornwallis was selectetl to superintend and 
direct the important measures which were determined upon, 
in consequence of that act. The Court of Directors, in a 
letter to Bengal, of tlie 12th April 1786, v/itli reference to 
the plan for the civil administration of justice among the na- 
tives, stated that they had been actuated by the necessity of 
accommodating their views and interests to the subsisting maii- 
mers and usages of the people, rather than by any abstract 
“ theories drawn from other countries or applicable to a different 
‘‘ state of things.” And on these principles thej' ordered that 
the superintendence of the courts of Dewanny Adawiut should 
be vested in the collectors of the revenue, who were also to 
have the power of apprehending offenders against the public 
peace, but their trial and punishment were still to be left with 
the established officers under the Mahoinedan law, who were not 
to be interfered with beyond what the influence of tlic British 
government might effect through occasional recommendation 
of forbearance, as to inflicting any punishment of a cruel 
nature. 


Distinct 
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Distinct courts were established for the administration of 
justice in the cities of Moorshedabad, Dacca, and Patna, 
superintended by a judge and magistrate; the office of col- 
lector in those situations not being necessary. Appeals were 
allowed from the provincial courts to the governor-general in 
council, in their capacity of judges of the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut. 

The Marquis Cornwallis determined, in 1793, to invest the 
collection of revenue and administration of justice in separate 
(rfficers ; to abolish the mal adawluts, or revenue courts, and 
to withdraw from the collectors of revenue all judicial powers, 
transferring the cognizance of all causes hitherto tried by the 
revenue officers to the Dewanny Adawlut. 

The benign motives which influenced that philanthropic 
nobleman are apparent in the following observations, which 
he recorded on the occasion. — ‘‘ The proposed arrangements 
“ only aim at ensuring a general obedience to the regulations 
“ which we may institute, and at the same time impose some 
check upon ourselves against passing such as may ultimately 
prove detrimental to our own interests, as well as the pros- 
perity of the country. The natives have been accustomed 
to despotic rule from time immemorial, and are well ac- 
“ quainted with the miseries of their own tyrannic admi- 
; ‘‘ nistrations. When they have experienced the blessings of 

good government, there can be no doubt to which of the 
two they will give the preference. We may therefore be 
“ assured, that the happiness of the people, and the prosperity 
“ of the country, is the firmest basis on which we can 'build 
“ our political security.’' 

Regulations in accordance with such views were passed in 
May 1793, the 41st of which was termed ‘‘a Regulation for 
‘‘ forming into a regular code all Regulations that may be 
‘‘ enacted for the internal government of the British Terri- 
** tories in Bengal.” The act of Parliament of 1797, which 
was passed on the 20th July, incorporated the substance of 
the above regulation, by providing that all regulations which 
should be issued and framed by the governor-general in council 
aifecting the rights, persons, or property of the natives, or 
of any other individuals who might be amenable to the pro- 
vincial 



COURTS OF JUDICATURE- gyg 

COURTS FOR THE PROVINCES. 

vincial courts of justice, should be registered in the judicial de- 
partment and formed into a regular code, and printed with 
translations in the country languages, and that the grounds 
of each regulation should be prefixed to it. All the pro- 
vincial courts of judicature were directed to be bound and to 
regulate their decisions by such rules and ordinances as should 
be contained in the said regulations ; and the Governor-General 
in Council to transmit annually to the Court of Directors of the 
East-India Company ten copies of such regulations as might 
be passed in each year, and the same number to the Board of 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 

The provisions df the 41st regulation were extended to 
Benares in 1795, and to the Ceded and Conquered Provinces 
in 1803. 

Civil Justice* 

The courts which have been established for the admini- 
stration of civil justice will now be described. Their relative 
order of superior jurisdiction may be stated as follow^s : — 

1. The court of Sudder Dewanny Adawliit, or principal 
court of civil judicature at the presidency. 

2. The six provincial courts, viz* four in the I-owcr Pro- 
v'.^ces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, and two in the Upper 
Provinces, including Benares. 

3. The zillah and city Dewanny Adawduts, or civil courts. 

4. Courts of the registers. 

.5. The courts of native commissioners. 

As the Sudder Dewanny forms the ultimate court of appeal, 
the powers and duties of the several courts will be described, 
commencing with the zillah and city courts ; with the subor- 
dinate court of registers and native commissioners; then the 
provincial courts; and, lastly, the Court of Sudder Adawlut. 

Zillah ami City Civil Courts* 

These courts are all superintended by an European judge, 
assisted by a Mahoinedan and Hindoo law officer, by a 
register who, as well as the judge, is a covenanted servant of 
the Company : in some instances by an assistant to the register, 
being also a covenanted servant, and by an establishment of 
native ministerial officers. 


T 
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The local jurisdiction of the court extends to all plac^ 
that are or may be included within the limits of the eillahs and 
cities, in which they are respectively established. All natives 
as well as Europeans and other persons not British subjects 
residing out of Calcutta, are amenable to the jurisdiction of 
the zillah and city courts, which are further declared to have 
jurisdiction over all British subjects, excepting King’s officers 
serving under the presidency of Fort William, and the military 
officers and covenanted civil servants of the Company, so far 
as not to allow them to reside within their respective jurisdic- 
tions at a greater distance than ten miles from Calcutta, unless 
they execute a bond, the form of which is prescribed in Regula- 
tion xxviii, 1793, to render themselves amenable to the court 
within whose jurisdiction they may reside, in all suits of a civil 
nature that may bo instituted against them by natives or other 
persons not British subjects, in which the amount claimed 
may not exceed 500 sicca rupees. By the same regUr 
lations it is provided, that when any British subject or other 
person not amenable to the jurisdiction of the zillah and city 
courts, shall institute a suit against a person amenable thereto, 
he the plaintiff is to execute an instrument, of the nature of an 
arbitration-bond, declaring himself subject to the jurisdiction 
of the court for so much as shall relate to the suit in question, 
and binding himself to abi<le by the {iward or decree of the 
court in the same manner and to the same extent as the juris- 
diction of the court is valid against the defendant. If the 
plaimiff refuse to execute such instrument, his plaint is not to 
be received or filed. The authority of the Court of Adawlut 
does not extend to the person of the Nawaub of Bengal ; and 
any corqplaint against his dependants are, in the first instance, 
to be referred to the Nawaub. 

The zillah and city courts respectively are empowered to 
take cognizance of all suits and complaints respecting the suc- 
cession or right to real or personal property, land-rents, 
revenues, debts, accounts, contracts, partnerships, marriage, 
caste, claims to damages for injuries; and, generally, of all suits 
and complaints of a civil nature in which the defendant may 
be amenable to their jurisdiction. 


The 



275 


COURTS OF JUDICATURE. 

COURTS FOR THE PROVINCES. 

The town of Calcutta, wtiich is under the immediate juris- 
tliction of his Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature, not being 
comprized in that of any zillah or city court, the above ])owei*s 
do not include the cognizance of any suits for land or other 
real property situated within the limits of Calcutta, nor any 
personal actions against the fixed inhabitants of that town 
which may not be for arrears of revenue or may be legally 
considered exclusively cognizable by the Supreme Court. 

(.hurts of lieffisters. 

To prevent the time of the zillah and city judges from 
being occupied with the trial of petty suits, and consequently 
to enable them to determine causes of magnitude with greater 
expedition, they are empowered to authorize the registers of 
their respective courts to try and decide suits in which the 
amount or value contested was originally limited to 200 rupees, 
but has since been extended. An appeal lies from the re- 
gister to the zillah or city court. 

!* 

Courts of Native Conimissiomrs. 

For the further relief of the judge of the zillah and city 
courts in the trial of petty suits, as well as to save the parties 
and witnesses in such suits from the, inconvenience to which 
they would be subjected by the necessity of attendance at the 
court of the zillah or city, for the general speedy administra- 
tion of civil justice, the additional subordinate judicatures of 
the native commissioners were established. These officers are 
selected by the judges of the zillah and city courts, and' sub- 
mitted for the approbation of the superior courts. 

The native commissioners are of two classes, the sudder 
ameens and moonsiifs. The sudder ainecns, or head com- 
missioners, are empowered to try and determine suits which 
may be referred to them by the zillah or city judges. Their 
jurisdiction was originally limited to suits within 100 rupees, 
but has since been extended. The zillah or city courts may 
refer suits in appeal from the decision of the sudder ameens 
to the registers. 

T 2 
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The moonsiffs* are empowered to receive, try, and determine 
suits preferred to them against any native inhabitant of their 
respective divisions for money or other personal property ; 
their jurisdiction was originally limited to fifty rupees, but 
has since been extended. . Fi’oin the decisions of the moonsiffs 
there is an appeal to the zillah or city judge, who is empow- 
ered to refer it to the register or to tlie siiddcr amcen. The 
claim must be really for money due, or for personal property, 
or for the value of such property, and not for damages on 
account of alleged personal injuries, or for personal damages of 
whatever nature. 

The foregoing recital briefly points out the provisions made 
by the existing I'egulations for the administration of civil jus- 
tice in the zillah and city jurisdictions. 

Provincial Courts. 

To provide against the possibility of unjust or erroneous 
decisions in the zillah and city courts, as well as to secure a 
strict regularity of proceeding in all such courts, their acts 
and decisions are subjected to appeal and to revision by a 
superior authority. Ihis authority is vested in the six pro- 
vincial courts ; the first four of which were established in 1793, 
in Calcutta, Dacca, Moorshedabad, and Patna. In 1795, a 
fifth court was established at Benares; and, in 1803-1, a sixth 
couit, for tlie Ceded and Con(|uered Provinces. These courts 
each consist of four judges, denominated first, second, third, 
and fourth judges. An appeal lies to them from decisions of 
the zillah and city courts, and they have primary jurisdiction 
within certain limits. 

The Marquis Cornwallis, in his minute of 11th February 
1793, considered that these courts would be the great security 
to Oovernment for the due execution of the regulations, and 
barriers to the rights and property of the people. 

Court of S udder IJewanny AdawluL 

This court is the highest civil court of appeal : it is established 
at the presidency, and consists of a chief judge, and of as many 
puisne judges as the Governor-General in Coinicil may, from 

time 

• A just and t.juit.sblc mari^nativc juslico or jiulgo, nliosc powers do not 
cnUud further than to suits for personal properly to a limited nniount. 
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time to time, deem necessury for the despatch of the business 
of the court. The number of puisne judges at present is 
three. All original suits, exceeding 5,000 rupees, are to be 
instituted and tried in the provincial courts. In the event 
of pressure of business in the provincial courts, when . suits 
amounting to 50,000 current rupees, (being the sum fixed 
for appeals to the King in Council), can be more con- 
veniently or expeditiously tried in the first instance by the 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, than by the provincial court, before 
whom they may be depending, it is competent to the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut to order the transfer of all or any of such 
suits from the provincial courts to the Sudder Dewanny Adavr- 
liit, to whom appeals lie, from cases originally decided by such 
provincial courts. 

The judgments of the Court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut 
are final and conclusive, in all cases heard and determined by 
fihat court within the limitation prescribed by the 2 1st treom 
III, cap. 70, sec. 21, viz. £5,000, or at the medium rate of 
exchange, 50,000 current rupees. An appeal lies to his 
Majesty in Council, if the value constituting the cause or 
action in the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or amount adjudged, 
be £5,000, or 50,000 current rupees. 

The courts of civil judicature having been described, that 
for the administration of criminal justice will be briefly given. 

Crimimil Justice. 

In the administration of criminal justice the courts are 
guided generally by the Mahommedan law, excepting in cases 
wherein a deviation from it may have been expressly authorized 
by the regulations of the British Government. 

The administration of criminal justice was, for some years 
after the Company’s acquisition of the Dewanny (1705), left 
as formerly to the Nazim, and the influence only of the Com- 
pany’s servants was exerted to remedy the deficiency of the 
law, or to promote the due execution of it, as appeared requi- 
site in the cases that occurred. By the judicial regulations 
which were proposed by the committee of circuit on the 15th 
August 1772, and adopted by the president and council on 
the 21st of that month, a court of criminal judicature was 
established in each district under the denomination ofFoujdan'y 

T 3 Adawlut^ 
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Adawitii, in which a kazee* and mooft€e^\ with the assistance 
of two nvoolaviesX as expounders of the laws, were appointed 
to try persons cliarged with crime and misdemeanors, &C.. A 
superior court of criminal jurisdiction was at the same time 
estab^shed at Moorshedabad (then considered the capital), un- 
der the designation of Nizamut Admvlut^ in which was to 
preside a chief ofHcer having the title of Daroghah, on the 
part of the Nizam, assisted by the chief kazec, the chief mooP- 
tec, and three capable moolavics, whose duty it was declared 
to be to revise all the proceedings of the Foujdarry Adawlut, 
and in capital cases by signifying their approbation or disap- 
probation thereol^ with their reasons at large, to prepare the 
warrant for the Nazim. A control over the Foujdarry Adaw- 
luts was lodged in the chief and council at Moorshedabad. 

In 1790, the Marquis Cornwallis recorded his minute on the 
state of criminal jurisprudence under the native form of go- 
vernment, noticing the amendments introduced, from 1773 to 
1787 ; and pointed out that the evils complained of arose from 
two obvious causes : — 1st, the gross defects in the Mahomme- 
dan law ; and 2dly, the defects in the constitution of the courts 
established for the trial of offenders. 

Provisions to remedy the defects were accordingly included 
in a regulation of fifty-two articles for the administration of 
justice in the foujdarry and criminal courts in Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orissa, passed on the 3d December 1790; the Nizamiit 
Adawlut being again removed from Moorshedabad and per- 
manently established at Calcutta. Instead of a native judge 
superintending the court, it was to consist of the governor-gene- 
ral and members of the supreme council, assisted by the kazee- 
ool-kazat, or head kazee of the provinces, and two mooftees. 

The three several branches of authority for the administra- 
tion of criminal justice, may be comprized under the following 
heads : — 

. 1. Magistrates (including joint and assistant magistrates) and 
their assistants. 

2. Courts of circuit. 

3. Court of Nizamut Adawlut. 

Magistrates. 

• A judge. 

f A M/iliommedan Jaw officer who dc^clarcK the iwntcnce. 

\ An interpreter of the Mahommeflan law\ 
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Magistrales. 

By the regulations of 1793, the zillali and city judges were 
constituted magistrates for the zillalis and districts in wliich 
they were respectively stationed. In 1810, the magistrates in 
certain zillahs were vested with concurrent authority in Conti- 
guous or other jurisdictions as joint magistrates; and as in 
particular districts it was expected the police might be im- 
proved, and the discharge of the general duties of the office 
of magistrate essentially promoted by the appointment of 
assistant magistrates, a regulation to that effect was accord- 
ingly passed. The magistrates, and joint and assistant magis- 
trates, arc to the best of their ability to preserve the peace of 
their zillah under the prescribed regulations. The police and 
other establishments of native officers employed under a zillali 
or citj^ magistrate, and not ordered to be placed under the 
immediate authority of a joint or assistant magistrate, con- 
tinue under the control of the city magistrate. At the same 
time, they are to furnish every information required from 
them, and to obey all orders issued to them by such joint or 
assistant magistrate. 

All native subjects of the British Government, as well as all 
other persons not being European British subjects, are ame- 
nable for crimes and misdemeanors committed by them within 
the limits of the East-lndia Company's territorial possessions 
under the presidency of Fort W’^illiain, and without the boun- 
daries of Calcutta and parts adjacent, forming the local juris- 
. diction of his Majesty's Supreme Court of Judicature, to the 
Sauthority of the city or zillah magistrate and court of circuit, 
in whose jurisdiction the crime or misdemeanor may have 
been committed, or in Avhich they may reside or be found 
when the charge is preferred against them. Native subjects 
of the British Government, wdio may be charged with crimes 
or misdemeanors committed in places out of the limit of the 
British provinces, arc also declared amenable to the magis- 
trates and criminal courts in certain cases. 

The established courts in the British provinces arc not au- 
thorized to take cognizance of any charge against a native 
military officer, sepoy, trooper, or other person, for which he 

r i may 
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may already have been tried by court-martial. European sub- 
jects resident in the territories subject to the presidency of 
Fort- William, before the enactments of the 53d Geo. III., cap. 
165, were amenable only to the Supreme Court of Judicature 
at Calcutta for all acts of a criminal nature. By the 105tli 
section of that act, any British subject residing without the 
town of Calcutta is declared subject to the authority of the 
local magistrate on complaint by a native of India of any 
assault, forcible entry, or other injury accompanied with force 
(not being felony) alleged to have been done to his person or 
property ; and on conviction, the magistrate is empowered to 
inflict upon such person a suitable punishment by fine, not 
exceeding 500 rupees. The public jails are under the charge 
of the magistrates. 

Courts of Circuit,, 

There are six courts of circuit, each consisting of the four 
judges who compose the provincial court of appeal in the 
divisions already mentioned, under tlic head of civil justice, 
and of the kazee and mooftee attached to that court. The 
duties of the circuit, including the jail deliveries at the 
principal stations, are in ordinary cases performed by the 
second, third and fourth judges in regular succession : the first 
judge remaining fixed for conducting the public business at 
the principal station, unless otherwise ordered by the Gover- 
nor-General in Council or the Nizamut Adawlut, who may in- 
struct the first judge to hold the session of jail delivery. The 
utility and importance of the circuits is apparent, in the pro- 
vision which is thereby secured for the regular and impartial 
administration of criminal justice by experienced judges, and 
as superintending and controlling the local magistrates within 
their respective divisions. 

Court of Nizamut Adawlut. 

In 1793 the court of Nizamut Adawlut consisted of the 
Governor-General and members of the supreme council, assisted 
by the head kazee and two mooftees. In 1801, the court was 
thenceforth to consist of three judges, to be denominated re- 
spectivelv, chief judge, and second and third judge of the 
Nizanihit Adawlut, assisted by the head kazee of Bengal, 

Bahar, 

• ^ 
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Bahar, Orissa and Benares, and by two mooftees. Neither the 
Governor-General or commander-in-chief were to be of the 
number, but one of the members of the supreme council was 
to be selected and appointed by the Governor-General in 
Council, the second and third being selected from the cove- 
nanted servants of the Company, not being members of 
council. The court, as at present formed, consists of a 
chief justice and as many puisne judges as the Governor- 
General in Council may from time to time deem necessaiy. 
The judges of the Nizamut Adawlut are composed of the 
same persons who form the judges of the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut. 

The court of Nizamut Adawlut is authorized to take cog- 
nizance of all matters relating to the administration of justice 
in criminal cases, and to the police of the country. It pos- 
sesses a general power of calling for and controlling the pro- 
ceedings of any court of circuit, magistrate or assistant. 

Police Establishment. 

At the time of forming the decennial settlement of the land 
revenue for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, in the 
^ear 1790, the landholders and sudder farmers of lands, in 
conformity with former usage, were bound by a clause in 
their engagements to keep the peace, and in the event of 
robbery being committed on their respective estates or farms, 
to produce the robbers and property plundered: but the 
general impracticability of enforcing this engagement rendered 
it of little effect. By the regluation of 1793, the police was 
accordingly declared to be under the exclusive charge of the 
officers who might be appointed to the superintendance of 
it on the part of Government, and the landholders and far- 
mers of land, who were before bound to keep up establish- 
ments of police officers for the preservation of the peace, were 
required to discharge them, and prohibited from entertaining 
such establishments in future. The zillah magistrates were at 
the same time required to divide their i^espective zillahs, 
including the rent-free lands, into police jurisdictions: each 
jurisdiction to be ten coss (twenty miles) square, except 

. where 
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where Ipcal circumstances might render it advisable to form 
theiii of greafet or less extent ; the guarding of enchi jtlris- 
■ diction to he committed to a darogah or native superintendant, 
with an establishment of police oncers to be paid by Goveril- 
inent. 

The police establishment of every zillah (or magistrate’s 
jurisdiction) may be stated to' consist of a darogah,* with from 
ten to fifty burkundazesf for every thannR or division of coun- 
try varying from one hundred to three hundred square miles. 
In cities, the extent of jurisdiction was regulated with refe- 
rence to the peculation ; but every where J^ese thaiinas, with 
the magistrate’s 'bffice, formed the stipendrary police establish- 
ments, introduced by the British Government in 1792, and 
maintained to the present day, without any alteration in prin- 
ciple, and with only a late subsidiary addition. This addition 
4s the extension of the chokedarry^ system of police. The 
principles upon which tliis addition was devised is, that every 
society should provide for its owi^intemal protection in minor 
cases, beyond what can he protroed for by Government from 
the general resources of the state; and whenever the society 
may not of itself have already devised a plan for the purpose. 
Government are of course justified in coming forward to require 
that it should do so,' as^'Jwell as in pointing out the form in 
which the object can best' 'be accomplished: and they did 
accordingly i^uire the 4nemhers of the society to elect from 
amongst themselvei^ a certain number of managers with an 
establishment of watch^’and patrol, sufficient .to provide for 
"those objects.^ 

Superintendants of police are established for the divisions of 
the lower and Western Provinces. It is their duty to keep 
thmnselveS' -cpnsmndy informed by communication with the 
local magistrates, and with thedarogabs of police, and by every 
other practicable mMuis of in<iairy, of - the actual state of the 
police' in the several zillahs and cities Oonfprized within their 
respecdve-jurisdictipns. 

Such 

■ f * A tupeiinten^ant or overseer, 
f ijlten armed with matchlocks* 

I Chokeedar, a watchman. 

$ Lord Hadtings* Judicial Minute, 2d October 1815. 
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Such is the outline of the origin and progress of the exist* 
ing system for the administration of civil and criminal justice 
under the Presidency of Bengal.* It exhibits the vast and exten- 
sive field over which the control of the British Government has 
been extended ; and the anxiety which has been manifested 
to administer the important charge^ with eveiy consideration 
to the feelings and prejudices of the natives of India. 


LAWS. 

Govemor^General and Council may make Regulations. 

(1) Governor-general and council may make such regulations as 
may appear just, which shall not be valid until duly registered in the 
Supreme Court. Appeals may be made to the King in council, who 
may repeal such rules ; and a copy of all regulations is to be affixed 
in the India-House. 

(2) Governor-general and council to transmit copies of their rules 
to one of the secretaries of state ; which, if his Majesty does not signify 
his disallowance pf, shall have full force. 

Regulations for Provincial Courts. 

The said court (3) And it is hereby enacted, that the governor-ge- 
ladonr^for council shall have power and authority, from 

nrovincial courts, time to time, to frame regulations for the provincial 
courts and councils $.and shall, within six months after 
the making the said regulations, tcannnlt, or cause to be transmitted, 
copies of all the said regulations to (^ourt of Directors, and to 
one of his Majesty's principal secretaries of state; which regulations 
his Majesty in council may disallpw or amend ; and the said regula- 
tions, if not disallowed within two yedrs^ shall be of force and authority 
to direct the said provincial courts, according to the tepor of the said 
amendment, provided the same do not produce any new expense to 
the suitors in the said court. 

Regulations to be printed and translated^ and formed into a Code. 

(4) Regulations of the governor-general in council, Which affect the 

natives or others amenable to the courts of justice, to be.pHnt^, with 
translations, in the country languages, Ac. ^ 

(5) The governoi^general and council at Fort- WUliam- may order 
corporal punishment for breach of rules made under audiority of the 
recited act of 13 Geo. 3.-— ( Vide Governments.) 

(6) No corporal punishment to be ordered, except oh conviction 
before two justices. — No conviction to be reviewed. 

(7) Natives 

* To enter into a more minute detail of tlio subject would exceed the limits 
of thii work. The whole will be found In the Tatiiable Analysis of the Laws 
and Regulations enacted by the Governor- General for the British Territories 
under the Bengal Government, printed and revised by J. fl. Harington, Esq. 
in 1824, under the patronoge of the Court of Directors. 


LAWS. 

1773. 

13 Geo. 3, 
c. 63, 

% 36. 

§ 37. 


1781. 

21 Geo. 3, 
c. 70, 
$23. 


1797. 

37 Geo. .3, 
€. 142, 
§ 8 . 
1800. 

39 and 40 
Geo. 3, 
c. 79, § 18. 

s»K 



1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c.l55,§103. 
5 113. 
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(7) Natives of India in the service of the Company declared subject 
to provincial courts. 

(8) The provincial courts of the highest jurisdiction may arrest in 
civil or criminal process within the presidencies, notwithstanding the 
jurisdiction of the King’s Courts. 
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Madras. 

The principal courts established under the presidency of 
Fort St George for the administration of civil and criminal 
justice in the provinces, are similar to those existing in Bengal ; 
viz. the Sndder and Foujdarry Adawlut,* the Provincial 
Courts and' Courts of Circuit, and the Zillah Courts, with their 
registers. Vakeels, or native pleaders, and Hindoo and Mahom- 
inedan law ol&cers, are attached to the courts ; and native com- 
missioners are' appointed to decide causes of inferior mag- 
nitude. 

In the year 1814, the Court of Directors communicated 
to the government of Madras the result of an investiga- 
tion in which th^ had been engaged, relative to tlic then 
prevailing judicial and revenue systems. The court ])ointcd 
out the defects which thi^ Oonsidered to exist, and directed 
such a modification to be introduced os should extend the 
means of administering justice through native agency ; thereby 
relieving the zUlah ahd: provincial courts, and at the same 
time laying' a foundation &r the diminution of the expense 
attending that branch of the public service. To carry into 
effect these instructions, a commission was formed, at the head 
of which the present governor of Madras, then Colonel Munro, 
was nominated by the Court's orders chief commissioner, Mr. 
Geoige Stratton being the second <»nunissioner. 

Regulations proposed by the commissiotiOrs were adopted by 
the Madras government in 1816, declaring that heads of villages, 
by virtue of their office, should Ite 'moonsiffs within their re- 
spective villages; with powers to decide suits for personal pro- 
perty not exceeding ten rupees. It may not be uninteresting 
to insert the description of a native village, as given in the 

Fifth 

* Answering to the Sudder Dewanny and Niramut Adawlut in Bengal. 
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Fifth Report, printed hy order of the Committee of the House 
of Commons, on ladiR Affairs, in 1812. 

‘^'A village, geographically considered, is a tract of country 
comprising some hundreds or thousands of acres of arable and 
waste land : politically viewed, it resembles a corporation .or . 
township. Its proper establishment of officers and servants 
consbts of the following descriptions : the potctUf or head in> 
habitant, who has the general superintendence Of die afiairs 
of the village, settles the disputes of the inhabitants, attends 
to the police, and performs the duty of collecting tho reve- 
nues within his village, a duty which his personal influence, 
and minute acquaintance with, the situation and concerns 
of the people, render him best qun|ifled to disdiaige; the 
cumum, who keeps the accounts of cultivation, and regis- 
ters every tiling connected with it; the taUiar and toHe, the 
duty of the former appearing to consist in a wider and more 
enlarged sphere of action, in gaining information of crimes 
and offences, and in escorting and protecting persons travelling 
from one village to . another : the province of the latter ap- 
pearing to be more immediately confined to the village, con- 
sisting, among other duties, in guarding the crops and assist- 
ing in measuring tlicm ; the bowadmy-man^ who preserves the 
limits of the village, or gives evidence respecting them, in 
cases dispute^ the superint^tdk^ the tanks amd toater- 
coursesf distributes tlie water therefirom, for the purposes of 
agriculture ; the brahmin, who performs the village worship ; 
the schoolmaster, who is seen teaching the children in the vil- 
lages to read and write in the sand ; the calendar Irahmla,, or . 
astrologer, who proclaims the lucky or unpropitiona periods for 
sowing and tlireshing; the smith tmA carpenter, ythd tpanu- 
fucturc the implements of agriculture^ apd build the. dwelling, 
of tlie ryot; — the potman, or potter; the washermqstf the 
barber, the cow-heeper, who looks after the cattle; .die. lioefor; the 
dancing girl, who attends at rejoicings ; the pvtuieian imd the 
poet; these officers and servants generally constitute the 
establishment of the village ; but in some .parts . of a country, 
it is of less extent, some of tlie duties and fupetions above- 
described being united in tim same person ; in others, it exceeds 
the number of individuals which have been described. 

“ Under 
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** Under this simple form of municipal government, the inha-* 
bitants of the country have lived from time immemorial : the 
boundaries of the villages have been but seldom altered ; and 
though tlie villages themselves have been sometimes injured, and 
even desolated by war, famine, and disease, the same name, 
the same limits, the same interest, and even the same families, 
have continued for ages. The inhabitants give themselves no 
trouble about the breaking-up and division of kingdoms ; while 
the village remains entire, they care not to what power it is trans- 
ferred, or to what sovereign it devolves : its internal economy 
remains unchanged ; the potail is still the head inhabitant, and 
still acts as the petty judge and magistrate, and collector or 
renter of the village.” 

With the view of diminishing the expense of litigation, and 
in order to render the principal and more intelligent inhabi- 
tants useful and respectable by employing them in administering 
justice to their neighbours, a regulation was passed, directing 
the assembling punchayets, for the adjudication of civil suits, 
on the application of both the parties interested. 

It was likewise ordained, that the Hindoo law officers of tlu^ 
provincial courts should be sudder ameeiis, or head native 
commissioners; and to enable the zillah judge to devote more 
time to the administration of civil justice, the duties of magis- 
trate were transferred to the collector. District moonsiils were 
also appointed, with liberal allowances, for the purpose of faci- 
litating the means of justice. 

A revised system of police was at the same time established 
tluroughout the presidency, under the following denomi- 
nations : — 

1st. — Heads of villages coming under the denomination 
of potail, who collects the revenue, aided by curnums, 
or village registers, and tallyars, and other village 
watches. 

2d. — Tehsildars, or native collectors of districts, by 
whatever name designated, with the assistance of pesh- 
kars,* gomashtas,f and establishment of peons.^ 

3d. — Zemindars, 

* Chief assistant. 

•f- A factoiwagent. 

f A fcK>tnian— a fcx>c>so]dier — an inferior servant. 
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3d. — Zemindars,* 

4th. — ^Ameens of police, 

5th. — Cutwalsf and their peons, 

6th. — Magistrates of zillahs and their assistants* 

Little more than a reference to the leading points connected 
with these important subjects, has been attempted in this brief 
sketch. ^ 

A full and mteresting detail is to be found in the Selections 
from the Company’s records, printed by order of the Court of 
Directors, on the civil and criminal justice and police of India. 

The result of Colonel Munro’s exertions fully answered the 
expectations which the Court had formed of his peculiar fitness 
for the office of head commissioner. Their warmest com- 
mendation of the zeal, ability, and judgment displayed by 
him, were conveyed to the government; and the services which 
he rendered to the Company and to the natives as chief of the 
commission, were considered to be as deserving of the Court’s 
hearty acknowledgment, as any act of hislong and honourable life. 


LAWS. 

The Governor in Council may frame Regulations for the Provincial 

CouftSf^ 

(1) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to LAWS, 
and for the governor and council at Fort St. George, to frame regula- 
tions from time to time for the provincial courts and councils within 39 and 40 
the territories and provinces which now are, or shall at any time 
hereafter be (and while the same shall so be) annexed to or made ^ nl 
subject to the said presidency, in like manner, and subject to all the 
regulations, provisions, and confirmations touching the same, as the 
governor-general and council at Fort William aforesaid are, by any 
act now in force, authorized and empowered to do, few the better 
administration of justice among the native inhabitants and others being 
within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. 


* Landholder. 

t Chief officer of police in a Urge town or city. 
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1807. 

47 Geo. S» 
e.68, 
§3. 


«88 COURTS OF JUDlCATUllE. 


COURTS FOR THE PROVINCES. 

Bombay. 

ZiLLAH courts, with their registers and native establishments, 
and sudder aineens and native commissioners, exist under the 
presidency of Bombay. The provincial Court of Appeal, which 
was instituted in 1805, existed until 1820, when it was abo- 
lished; and the Sudder Adawliu, then established at tlic 
Presidency, being formed of the members of government, was 
modified to meet the change, and with tlie Sudder Foiijdarry 
Adawlut, transferred from Bombay to Surat, and the mem- 
bers appointed by the governor from the covenanted servants of 
the Company. 

The courts arc composed of the same judges, being four in 
number. Each of the three puisne judges of the Foujdarry 
Adawlut, in rotation, makes the circuit of all the zillahs, to 
hold general jail deliveries. In 1818, the office of zillah 
magistrate was transferred from the judge to the collector of 
the zillali, the former being constituted a criminal as well 
as civil judge. Native officers and pleaders, as at the other 
presidencies, are attached to these courts. The mode 
of adjusting suits by arbitration, appears to have existed more 
or less in the provinces under the Bombay government ; and 
although there is no regulation prescribing the adoption of 
the punchayct, as at Madras, there is reason to believe that 
mode has been frequently resorted to. 

A revised system of police, upon the same principle as tliat 
existing at Fort St. George, was introduced by the government 
of Bombay in 1818. 


LAWS. 

(1) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may Governor in 
be lawful to and for the Governor in Council at | Uom- 

Bombay, to frame regulations, from time to time, pulitlnnsfbrpro- 
for the provincial courts and councils within the terri- vincial courts, 
torios and provinces which now are, or shall at any 
time hereafter be (and while the same shall so be) annexed to or made 

subject 
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subject to the said presidency, in like manner and subject to all the 
regulations, provisions, and confirmations, touching the same, as the 
governor-general in council at Fort William aforesaid are, by any act 
now in force, authorized and empowered to do for the better adminis- 
tration of justice among the native inhabitants, and others, being 
within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. 

Towns of Madras and Bombay* 

(2) Subject to appeal ; governors in council at Madras and Bom- 
bay to make regulations for the good order of those towns and depen- 
dencies. 

(3) Copies of regulations abroad, made under 37 Geo. Ill, cap. 142; 
39 and 40 Geo. Ill, cap. 79 ; and 47 Geo. Ill, sess. 2, cap. 68, to be 
laid annually with accounts before Parliament. 


LAWS. 

1807. 

47 Geo. 3, 
c. 68, J 3. 


S 1. 


1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 1.55, 

$ 66 . 
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DEBTS OF THE COMPANY IN INDIA AND 

ENGLAND. 

REGISTERED INDIA AND BOND DEBTS. 


The few observations under this head will be confined to 
the Register Debt in India by which is meant the sum 
raised by loans for the public service in that country, including 
the balance of the fund reserved for the payment of the pri- 
vate debts of the late Nabobs of the Carnatic : and to the home 
or Rond debt of the Company in England. 

Reoisteh Debt in India. 

The registered debt in India is of two descriptions, viz. 
Remittable paper, and 
Non-remittable paper. 

The former, or remittable debt, consists chiefly of the loan 
opened in February 1822, and closed in June of that year. It 
amounts to between seven and eight crore. Interest at the 
rate of six per cent, is payable to subscribers in India, and the 
same to holders bond fide resident in Europe, at their option, 
by bills on the Court of Directors at 2s. Id. the sicca rupee, 
and twelve months after date. The principal of the loan is 
not to be paid off* during the existing charter ; and when that 
measure shall be carried into effect, the proprietors are to 
have the option of being paid either in India or in England, 
at 2s. 6d. the sicca rupee. 

In addition to the debt of 1822, is a temporary debt of 
rupees 33,14,960 (thirty-three lacs fourteen thousand nine 
hundred and sixty), which was renewed for seven years from 
December 1818. It was arranged, that at the expiration of 
the S€Nren years, the principal of the debt should be discharged 
by annual payments of one-fifth, either in cash in India, or by 
bills on England at 2s. 6d. the sicca rupee, at the option of 
the holder. 
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The Non-remittable Debt 

Originally consisted of loans raised at various periods, which 
were consolidated with the loan of 1811, and subsequently 
transferred into the loan of March 1822. More than four lacs of 
this transfer were discharged under the arrangements concluded 
in February 1823. The remainder (with the exception of 
twenty-seven lacs, ordered for payment) was carried to the loan 
of the 31st March 1823, which loan amounted to Rupees 
9,04,11,000 (nine crore four lacs eleven thousand). The 
conditions provide that it shall bear an interest of five per cent., 
payable in 'India : proprietors resident in Europe, have hitherto 
been permitted by the Court of Directors to receive their 
interest in England by bills at 2s. Id. the sicca rupee. No 
part of that loan is to be advertised for payment before the 
31st March 1825, and after that date to no greater extent than 
a crore and a half pe: annum. 

In September 1824, a loan at four per cent., with the option 
of receiving the interest in England at 2s. the sicca rupee, w'as 
opened at Calcutta: the subscriptions to that loan amounted to 
Runces 1,57,00,000 (one crore fifty-seven lacs.) 

A loan was subsequently opened in May 1825 at five per 
cent., on terms similar to that of September 1824; and the 
holders of the four per cent, loan were to have the priority, by 
being allowed to transfer their subscriptions from that to the 
new loan, provided they submitted a sum in cash equal to tlie 
amount of transfer. 

To the foregoing debts in Bengal is to be added that of 
two crore to the King of Oude, the loan of the first crore 
having been effected in 1815; the interest on which at six per 
cent, is payable in pensions; and the loan for the second 
crore in 1825 at five per cent. 

The debt at Madras consists chiefly of the balance of the 
Carnatic fund, the amount of which, together with the regis- 
tered debt on the 30th April 1824, was Madras "Rupees 
1,58,33,684. 

The trifling registered debt at Bombay was in 1823 trans- 
ferred to the Bengal loan of 1822. 

2 
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The total registered debt of India may be taken at about 
twenty-eight millions sterling. 

The interest on the Indian debt is payable out of the terri- 
torial revenues, after the charges and expenses of raising and 
maintaining the forces, as well European, as native, military, 
artillery and marine on the several establishments in India. 

For such po^rtion of interest of the debt as may be payable in 
England, provision is to be made by consignments or re- 
mittances to England, as the Court of Directors, with the ap- 
probation of the Board of Commissioners, shall from time to 
time direct. 

The following table will shew the medium rfites at which 
money has been borrowed by the governments in India, from 
1792-3 to 182S-4. 



1 

! Bengal. 

Madras. 

Bombay. 

1792-3 

9 per Cent. 

None. 

None. 

1793-4 

7 . . do. . . 

7 per CenV 

None. 

1794-5 

6 . • do. . . 

6 . . do. . . 

None. 

1795-6 

6 . . do. . - 

7 , , do. • . 

None. 

1796-7 

12 . . do. . . 

9 . . do. . . 

8 per Cent. 

1797-8 

12 . . do. . . 

9 . . do. . . 

11 .. do. 

1798-9 

11 . . do. . . 

10 . . do. , . 

12 . . do. 

1799-1800 

9 . . do. . . 

10 . . do. . . 

10 . . do. 

1800-1 

11^.. do... 

d 

O 

10 . . do. 

1801-2 

10 , . do. . . 

9 . . do. . . 

10 . . do. 

1802-3 

8 . . do. . . 

8 ■ • do. • . 

9 . . do. 

1803-4 

8 . . do. . . ! 

9 • • do. • • 

10 .. do. 

1804-5 

9 • . do. . • 

9 ... do. . . 

10 . . do. 

1805-6 

10 . . do. . . 

10 .. do. .. 

. 9 . . do. 

1806^7 

8 . . do. . . 

8 . . do. . . 

10 .. do. 

1807-8 

8 . . do. . . 

8 . . do. . . 

8 . • do. 

1808-9 

8 . . do. . . 

8 . . do. • . 

8 . . do. 

1809-10 

6 . . do. . . 

8 . . do. . . 

8 . . do. 

1810- J1 

7 . . do. . . 

7 .. do. .. 

8 . , do. 

1811-12 

6 . . do. . . 

1 6 . . do. . . 

6 . . do. 




From 1812-13 to 1822-23, the average rate of interest has been 
six per cent.; and in 1823-24i, six and five per cent. 


Bond 
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Bond Debt. 

By the act of the 9th and 10th Wm. III^ the Company 
cannot borrow money on their common seal for a less period 
than six months. This provision was introduced' to presem^e the 
interests of the Bank of England then newly incorporated. The 
first limit to the extent of the Company's borrowing on their 
bonds was made by the 7 th of Queen Anne, fixing the total 
at £1,500,000. By the 7th Geo. I, the same was extended to 
.£5,000,000, and by the 17th Geo. II, to £6,000,000. Under 
the regulating act of 1773, the bond debt was to be reduced 
to £1,500,000, to wliicli amount the Company have at various 
times been required by Parliament to reduce it. In 1793, the 
Company were permitted to increase their capital stock, upon 
condition that the bond debt, then £3,200,000, was reduced to 
£1,500,000 ; after which, by consent of the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the Affairs of India, obtained in writing, it might 
be increased in the sum of £500,000. Tliis was the first 
legislative provision giving tlic Board authority to interfere 
with regard to the Conipany^s bond debt. In 1794, it was 
permitted to be increased to £3,000,000. 

The Company not having availed themselves of the per- 
mission granted them in 1797, to increase their capital stock 
from six to eight millions, an act was passed in 1807 to allow the 
bond debt to be increased to £5,000,000. In 1811, in order to 
meet the bills drawn upon the Court of Directors from India, 
on account of the territorial and political expenses incurred jd 
India, the Company were authorized, with the consent of the 
Board of Commissioners, to increase the bond debt to 
£7,000,000, beyond wdiich no further sum is to be raised on 
bond — legal effect was likewise given by that act to the transfer 
of the property in such bonds from one person to another. 
By the act of 1813, the limit to which the bond debt is to be 
reduced is fixed at £3,000,000. 

The interest on the bonds has been as follows : — 


From 1773 to 30 April 1778 3 per cent. 

The 1 May 1778 to 31 May 1783 4 do. ' 

The 1 June to 30 Sept. 1783. 4^ do. 

u 3 From 



LAWS. 

1813. 
53 Geo. 
c. 155, 
$55. 
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From the 1 Oct. 1T83 to SI March 1787 5 per cent. 

The 1 April 1787 to 30 June 1796 4 do. 

The I July 1796 to 30 June 1804 5 do. 

The 1 July 1804 to 30 Sept. 1806 ... 5, 6, 5^ do.*^ 

The 1 Oct. 1806 to 31 March 1818 ...5 do.f 
The 1 April 1818 to 31 March 1823 ...4 do. 

The 1' April 1823 to 5 April 1825 3J do. 

The 5 April to 19 December 1825 ... 3 do. 

The 20 last December 4 do. 

The amount of the bond debt for the last ten years has at 
no one period reached four millions. The Company’s bonds 
are a very marketable security, and present an eligible invest- 
ment for parties or companies who may have money to lay 
out, which they may require at an uncertain period. 

When the principal debt of the Company bearing interest 
in India shall have been reduced to ten millions of pounds 
sterling, and the bonded debt in England to the sum of three 
millions of pounds sterling, and the capital of any public funds 
which may have been created for the use of the Company, 
by virtue of any Acts of Parliament discharged, a guarantee 
fund is to be formed from the surplus territorial and home 
profits, not exceeding twelve millions for capital stock and 
dividends . — (Vide Appropriation.) 


LAWS. 


INDIAN DEBT AND BOND DEBT. 

(1) The revenues arising from territorial acquisitions in India arc to 
be applied, first, in maintaining the forces ; secondly, in payment of 
interest of Indian debt ; thirdly, in defraying expenses of establish- 
ments ; fourthly, towards liquidation of territorial debt or bond 
debt. 

(2) The 

* Under the 46th Geo. IT I, cap. 3, the interest was allowed to be the Mine as 
Exchequer bills, tlic holder paying tlie property tax. 

t The Company paying the properly Ux of ten per cent, ujion the interest from 
1st October 1806 to 5th April 1816. 
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(2) The Company’s profits in Great Britain are to be applied, LAWS, 

first, in paying bills of exchange ; i^ondly, in paying debts, except 
principal of bond debt ; thirdly, in payment of dividend ; fourthly, in 53 3 ^ 

reduction of Indian debt^ or bond debt at home, c. 155, 

(3) If home funds insufficient after payment of the dividends to ^ 

discharge any bills on the Company for interest of debt, the residue ^ ^ * 

of such bills, so long as such interest may be dcmandable in England, 

shall be discharged in such manner as Parliament may direct. 


Bond Debt. 

May be increased to £3,000,000. 

(4) Be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the said Com* 1794 . 
pany to keep on foot and continue their said bond debt in Great 
Britain at the amount of two millions ; and further, that it shall and 
may be lawful for the said Company, by and with the approbation 
and consent of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India 
for the time being, at any time or times hereafter, to borrow upon 
and issue bonds, under their common seal, for any further sum or 
sums of money, not exceeding in the whole the sum of one million, 
for the purposes of their trade, as circumstances may require ; any 
thing contained in the said act, or in any other act, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 


May be increased to £5,000,000. 


(5) And whereas it is expedient that the said Company should be 
permitted to increase their bond debt by a further sum, not exceeding 
two millions sterling, as circumstances may require, instead of increas* 
ing their capital stock ; may it therefore please your Majesty that it 
may be enacted, and be it enacted by the King’s most excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual 
and temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, that it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the said Company, by and with the approbation and consent 
of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India for the time 
being, at any time or times hereafter, to borrow, upon bonds to be 
issued under their common seal, any further sum or sums of money, 
not exceeding in the whole the sum of two millions sterling, over and 
above such sum and sums as the said Company can now lawfully 
raise on their bonds, and to apply the money so to be borrowed and 
raised for such purposes as, under and by virtue of the said act of the 
37th year of his said Majesty’s reign, the money to be raised by 
enlarging the capital stock of the said Company is applicable ; any 
thing contained in the said recited act, or in any other act, notwitli- 
standing. 


1807. 

47 Geo. 3, 
c. 41, 

5 1. 


u 4 


May 
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' • May be increased to £7 fiOOyOOO* 

X^AWa (6) And whereas a considerable part of the debt secured by the 
mT ^AffEigement of the said Company in the East Indies^ and which was 
51 ISeois, Incurred by reason of territorial and political expenses in that country, 
c* 04, has lately been discharged in India, by means of bills drawn by the 

^ governments of the said Company in the East-Indies upon their 

Court of Directors in London ; and thereby it has become necessary 
I for the said Company to provide in this country a much larger sum 
‘ of money than in the ordinary course of their transactions can arise 
"from the sales of their goods and the ordinary receipts and means of 
the said Company : And whereas the said United Company have not 
yet increased their capital stock, under and by virtue of the powers 
contained in the said first-mentioned act : and it is expedient that the 
power of the said United Company to raise money upon their bonds 
should be enlarged, so that they may be enabled either to raise a 
further sum by bond, or by increase of their (Capital stock ; and there- 
fore, that the provision in the said last-recited act, as to the application 
of the money to be raised by increasing the capital stock of the said 
Company, and as to the reduction of the power of the said Company 
' fo increase their bond debt in a certain case, should be repealed, and 
^ that other provisions should be made in respect thereof : May it there- 
/fore please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the Ki^’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent ofxhe Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Company, by and 
with the approbation and consent of the Board of Commissioners for 
the of India for the time being, at any time or times hereafter, 

to borrow upon bonds to be issued under their common seal, any 
further sum or sums of money not exceeding in the whole the sum 
of two millions sterling, over and above such sum and sums as the 
said Company can now lawfully raise on their bonds, and to apply the 
nioney so to be borrowed and raised for such purposes, as under and 
by virtue of the said act of the 37th year of the reign of his said 
Majesty, the money to be raised by enlarging the capital stock of 
the said Company is applicable; any thing contained in the said 
recited act or any odier act notwithstanding. 

I 2, (7) And be it further enacted, that so much of the said act of the 

rtpaaling 47th year of the reign of his present Majesty, as provides that all the 
jmoney to be raised by enlarging the capital stock of the said Corn- 
cap. 41 . * therein mentioned, should be applied towards the reduction 

of die bond debt of the said United Company, until it should be so 
' iia|duced to the sum which the said Company might then lawfully raise 
l^y,bond, and as provides lhat in case the said Company should enlarge 
their capital Sjjtock, then that the sum which they were thereby em- 

powered 
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powered to raise by bond should be reduced, shall be and the same LAWS, 
is hereby repealed. 

After raising (^) Provided always, and be it enacted, that when 51 3» 

OCX), 000, the said United Company shall have raised; under and «• 

raising further of his present Majesty, and of the said act of the 47th § 3. 
hmd^ year of the reign of his present Majesty, and of this 

act such sums of money as together sliall amount to 
the sum of four millions sterling, then and from thenceforth it shall 
not be lawful for the said Company to raise any further sum of money 
upon bond : and all money which from thenceforth shall be raised by 
increase of capital stock, under and by virtue of the said first- 
mentioned act, shall be applied in discharge of the said bond debt, 
until the said bond debt, created by virtue of the said act of the 47th 
year of the reign of his Majesty, or this act, together witli the money 
to be raised by increase of capital as aforesaid, shall be reduced to 
tho' sum of four millions sterling. 

Boyids declared to be assignable and tran^erabU. 

Bonds issued (9) And whereas bonds issued under the common 
l)y the Company (1,^ said United Company, for money borrowed 

mon seal shall hy them by vutue of the powers enabling them Vo 
be transferable, borrow money upon bond, have usually been entered 5 4. 

into, and liave been expressed to have been made pay- 
a )le to the person who for the time being has been tlie treasurer of 
the said United Company, or his assigns, and upon his indorsement 
thereof, they have been sold and passed from one person to another, 
by delivery of the possession thereof; and it is expedient that a 
legal effect should be given to such mode of transfer of the property 
in the said bonds, and the money secured thereby ; be it therefore 
further enacted, that ail bonds issued, or to be issued, under the com- 
mon seal of the said United Company, by virtue of any power by 
which they have been, arc, or hereafter may be authorized to borrow 
money upon their bonds, shall he assignable and transferable by 
delivery of the possession thereof ; and upon every such assignment 
or transfer, the money secured by the bond so assigned or transferred, 
and due, and to become due thereon, and the property in such bond 
shall he absolutely vested as well at law as in equity, in the person or 
persons, body or bodies politic and corporate, to whom the same shall 
be so. assigned or transferred, and the person or persons, body or 
bodies politic and corporate, to w*hom any such bond shall be so 
assigned and transferred, and his, her, and their executors, adminis- 
trators, and successors respectively, shall and may maintain his, her, 
or their action for the principal and intere^ secured thereby, and dtie 
thereon, or otherwise relating thereto, in like manner as the obligee 
or obligees named in any such bond, or his, her, or their executors, 

adbiinistrators. 
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44 Geo. 3, 
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1726. 
12 Geo. 1, 
. c. 32. 

1729. 

2 Geo. 2, 
c. 25. 
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administrators, or successors, may now maintain any action thereon ; 
and in every such action the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall recover his, her, 
or their debt, damages, and costs of suit ; and if any such plaintiff or 
plaintiffs shall be nonsuited, or a verdict be given against him, her, 
or them, the defendant or defendants shall recover his, her, or their 
costs against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, and every such plaintiff or 
plaintiffs, defendant or defendants respectively recovering, may sue 
out execution for such debt, damages, and costs by capias^ fieri Jaeias^ 
or elegit. 

Interest on Bonds, 

(10) And be it further enacted by the authority East-IndiaCom- 

aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful to and for in- 

the said United Company, with the approbation and tcrest as is al- 
consent of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 

of India for the time being, from time to time, to pay ^ 
and allow interest on the money heretofore raised on the bonds of 
the said Company, and which are now outstanding, and also on money 
to be raised on any bonds which the said United Company may law- 
fully issue, at and after suchi rate not exceeding such rate of interest 
an may be allowed on any Exchequer bills issued or to be issued at 
the same time by virtue of any act or acts of parliament, as the said 
United Company, with such consent as aforesaid, shall in their 
discretion see fit; and all bonds and instruments for securing the 
money raised thereon, shall be valid and effectual ; and no person or 
persons taking, accepting, or receiving such interest, shall be therefore 
liable to any penalty or forfeiture whatsoever ; any law, statute, or 
usage to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

(11) Provided always, that nothing herein contained Not restrained 
shall be construed to extend to restrain the said United 

Company from allowing at any time legal interest on 
such bonds. 

(12) Forging any bond of the Company is felony without benefit 
of clergy. 

(13) Stealing East-lndia bonds a capital offence. 
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DIVIDENDS. 


Previously to the union of the two Companies much irre- 
gularity existed in declaring dividends on the capital stock 
of the East-India Company; it appears to have been the 
practice to make dividends upon general computations, without 
any particular or recorded account of the state of the Com- 
pany’s affairs. 

After the union of the two Companies in 1708, six per cent, 
per annum was allowed to the proprietors upon sums paid in 
on account of their subscriptions; and, in addition to this, 
they were allowed dividends, which were made two or three 
times in the year, of six, eight, and ten shillings per cent. 
7^he real dividend may be computed to have amounted from 
five to ten per cent. 

In the year 1722, the dividend was fixed at eight per cent, 
per annum ; and, in 1732, it was reduced to seven per cent, 
per annum. 

In 1733, ail inellectual attempt was made to institute a by-law 
to place the regulation of all future dividends in tlie hands 
of a committee, composed partly of Directors and partly of 
Proprietors. 

A by-law was subsequently adopted in 1734, which pre- 
scribed ‘‘ that no alteration should be made in the dividend 
on the capital stock of the Company without first giving six 
months’ public notice.” 

In the year 1743, six months’ notice having been given, the 
dividend was increased to eight per cent, per annum, upon 
the ground of the prosperous state of the Company’s affairs ; 
in 1755, it was found necessary to reduce the dividend to six 
per cent, per annum. 

When information was received of the grant of the Dewanny, 

great 
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gr^|^,d€|sire,was manifested for an increase of dividend; and pu 
the 18th of ijrunc 1766, the day on which tlic despatches con- 
taiwng that important intelligence were read to the Genera} 
epurt, a motion was made to increase the dividend to eight 
per cen(. per annum. 

The Court of Directors, however, were not prepared to 
sanction such a measure : tliey admitted that great advantages 
had been gained by the Company in the East ; but at the same 
time stated that the extensive military operations had entailed a 
large and heavy expense, that their profits were remote and 
precarious, their debts urgent and certain, and that justice and 
good policy concurred in recommending in the first place a 
discharge of their incumbrances, before they thought of par- 
ticipating in supposed profits. This impression of the Court’s 
unanimous opinion against any increase led to the motion being 
withdrawn. The expectation of many of the proprietors, however, 
was not to be disappointed. The subject came again under the 
consideration of the general court on the 24th September 1766. 
The Court of Directors, anticipating a renewal of the proposition 
for an increase of dividend, had prepared a report, containing 
their unanimous opinion, that it would not be for the 
interest of tlie Company, nor prudent at that time, to declare 
any addition to the dividend.” 

. Notwithstanding this declaration on the part of the executive, 
it was determined by a ballot, taken on the 26th of Sep- 
tember 1766, that the half-year’s dividend, from Christmas to 
Midsummer 1767, should be five per cent., being at the rate 
of ten per cent, per annum. The numbers were three hundred 
and forty votes for the question, and two hundred and thirty- 
one votes against the question, and on the 6th of May 1767 
the General Court came to a resolution to divide six and a 
quarter per cent, for the half year, ending at Christmas 1767. 

^At this time Parliament was directing its attention to the 
ai^irs of the Company ; on the day following the declaration 
of six and a quarter per cent, by the General Court, the House 
of Commons called for a copy of the proceedings of that Court, 
and of other proceedings connected with the former declaror 
tiqn of a half-yearly dividend of five per cent. 

,]V(^hen the House of Commons called for the papers upon this 

subject. 



DIVIDENDS. SOI 

subject, the Direcjtoirs entreated the General Court to reconsider 
their resolution ; after much discussion, it was agreed to en<* 
deavoui*, in a general arrangement then pending with his 
Majesty*s ministers for settling the Company's affairs, to secure 
the annual sum of £400,000 as a dividend to the proprietors, 
which would have been at the rate of twelve and a half per cent. 

Parliament, however, determined, previously to adopting 
a plan for the general administration of the affairs of India, 
to pass a law for regulating the dividends; and, on the 11th 
of May 1767, a bill for tliat purpose was accordingly in- 
troduced. 

The object of this bill was to restrain the declaration of 
dividends, except by ballot, and after seven days' notice ; 
and also to limit the dividend, from the last, declaration to 
the beginning of the then session of Parliament, to ten per 
cent. 

On the 18th of May 1767, it was proposed in the General 
Court to petition against the bill. This proposition led to a long 
and warm debate, which was terminated by a demand of a bal- 
lot to be taken instanter. The Directors disapproved of this 
course, and strong protests were entered against the adoption 
ol 't. It was, however, persisted in ; and the ballot was taken 
between the hours of nine and eleven o’clock at night. The 
decision was in the affirmative. 

The extraordinary circumstances under which the bldlot 
upon this petition was taken, attracted the particular notice 
of the House of Commons, who, having called for a copy 
of the proceedings of the General Court, determined to reject 
the petition. 

Much discussion took place in the General Court in con- 
sequence, and a petition was ultimately adopted upon a 
ballot regularly taken. This petition was presented to, and 
received by the House ; but it failed to produce the desired 
effect ; for, on the 28th of May 1767, the bill passed the House 
of Commons. The General Court proceeded to petition the 
House of Lords against the bill, and offered to compromise 
the matter, if Parliament would consent to fix the limit at 
twelve and a half, instead of ten per cent. The Lords, not- 
withstanding the representations of the Company, passed the 

bill 



302 


DIVIDENDS. 


bill as approved by the Commons, though not without great 
opposition, the numbers for the bill being fifty-nine, and forty- 
" four against it. Nineteen peers signed a protest. The grounds 
of dissent were, because the inability of the Company to 
make the dividends rescinded by this bill, had been argued on 
a supposition, that the right of the territorial acquisitions of 
the Company in the East-Indies was not in that Company, but 
in the public ; which method of arguing, if admitted as one of 
the grounds of the bill, was conceived to be inconclusive as to 
the subject matter, and highly dangerous as to the precedent; 
for, the Company being iu possession, and no claim against them 
being so much as made, much less established, their Lordships 
held it highly dangerous to the property of the subject, and ex- 
tremely unbecoming the justice and dignity of the House, by 
extra judicial opinions, to call into question the legality of such 
a possession, and to act without hearing, as if the House had 
decided against it.” On the 29th of June 1767 it received the 
royal assent. 

Early in the following session another bill was introduced, 
to continue the limitation of the dividend to ten per cent, 
per annum until the 1st of February 1769; this bill, though 
opposed by the Company, was passed into a law on the 21st 
of February 1768. On this occasion, eleven peers entered 
their protest, “ Because this annual restraint tends to establish 
a perpetual interposition of Parliament in declaring dividends 
for the Company, and indeed all companies whatsoever, to 
the increase of that most dangerous and infamous part of stock 
jobbing which is carried on by clandestine intelligence, and to 
the vesting it in the worst of all hands, those of administration : 
for a minister, who shall hereafter acquire in Parliament (by 
whatever means) sufficient influence for the purpose, may, by 
his power of increasing, diminishing, or withholding dividends 
at his pleasure, have all the stockholdei*s in these Companies 
(a body extremely considerable for wealth and numbers) en- 
tirely at his mercy, and probably at his disposal, to the infinite 
increase of the already overgrown and almost incredible in- 
fluence of the crown.” 

In 1769, the period of the last arrangement with the public 
having expired, a negotiation was commenced for a prospective 
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arrangement, in which the Proprietors contemplated, as a 
principal object, the removal of the existing restriction on 
the declaration of dividend. 

The General Court had several meetings respecting it, and 
discussions took place between the Court of Directors and 
the Lords of the Treasury. It was at length mutually a^eed 
that the Company should pay to the crown £400,000 per 
annum for five years, subject to a proportionate deduction in 
the event of the dividend being reduced, and that the Com- 
pany should be allowed to increase the dividend at a rate not 
exceeding one per cent, per annum, until it reached twelve 
and a half per cent, per annum. It was further agreed that 
the payment to the crown should cease altogether, in tlie 
event of the dividend being reduced to six per cent, per 
annum. This arrangement was sanctioned by the Legislature 
in the act 9th Geo. Ill, cap. 24. Under the authority of that 
act, the dividend was augmented at the rate of one per cent, 
per annum, until it reached twelve and a half per cent, per 
annum, the maximum fixed by the act. In the year 1771, Mr. 
Manship, then a member of the Court of Directors, dissented 
from a resolution of that court, authorizing a declaration of 
ti. 3 half yearly dividend of six and a quarter per cent. The 
General Court fixed such dividend without being aware of 
Mr. Manship’s dissent; but after it had been fixed, several 
proprietors hearing of the dissent, convened a general court 
upon special affairs, at which the subject was introduced, and 
Mr. Manship was heard in his place. Evidence was given of 
the ability of the Company to make the dividend in question ; 
and it was resolved by the ballot (in which the numbers were 
three hundred and seventy-four votes for the question, and 
thirty votes against the question) that the Court of Directors, 
in recommending the continuance of the dividend, had acted 
consistently with their duty. 

In 1772, the Company’s affairs became greatly embarrassed, 
and they were under the necessity not only of borrowing large 
sums of the Bank of England to meet existing demands, 
but also of making application to the public for a loan. 

In such a state of things, the Court of Directors did not 
feel themselves at liberty to recommend the declaration of any 
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dividend; and, on the 23d of September 1772, the chairman 
informed the General Court, that it was not, as had been ulRual, 
called for the purpose of declaring a half-yearly dividend; for 
that, until a pending treaty with his Majesty’s government 
should be concluded, the Court of Directors could not recom* 
mend any resolutions relative to a dividend. 

On the 23d of December 1772 the General Court agiiin met ; 
when a half-yearly dividend, at the rate of six per cent.* per 
annum, was declared. The reduction of the dividend to six 
per cent, relieved the Company from the payment of £400,000 
per annum to the crown, as provided for in the act of 9th Geo; 
III, cap. 24. 

The situation of the Company’s affairs was brought before 
Parliament by his.* late Majesty, in his speech upon the open- 
ing of the session of 1772; and, on the 26th of November in that 
year, a Committee of Secrecy of the House of Commons was 
appointed to inspect the books and accounts of the Company. 

In consequence of reports from this committee, an act was 
passed for the raising a loan of £1,400,000 for the Company, 
by the issue of Exchequer Bills; which sum was directed to 
be applied in the payment of arrears of duties to the public* 
and in the repayment of advances made to the CompMiy by 
the Bank of England. In the same act it was provided, that 
the revenues and profits of the Company should be charge- 
able, in the first instance, with a dividend of six per cent, per 
annum ; and that, when the loan then granted should be liqui- 
dated, the dividend should be increased to seven per cent, per 
annum, which it was not to exceed until the bond-debt should 
be reduced to £1,500,000. 

This arrangement was not in accordance with the sentiments 
of the General Court. They * contended that the restriction 
on the dividend was extremely arbitrary, and not formed with 
any reference to the commercial profits of the Company ; and, 
as a compromise, they propased that the Company should be 
authorized to increase the dividend to eight per cent, as soon 
as a moiety of the loan should be repaid; but Lord North 
would not assent to any iAcreasc of the dividend until the loan 
should "be fully redeemed: and the act was accordingly passed 
to the effect before stated. 


From 
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From 17T8 to 1778 « the clividend was six per cent*, per 
onnum» On the 24th of December 1776, the debt of. the 
public of £ 1 , 400,000 having been repaid, a half-yearly divi- 
dend .was declaredv^ at the rate, of seven per cent, per annum ; 
and arrangements were at the same time made for liquidating 
£500,000 df the bond debt. In the following year arrange- 
ments w^re made for a further liquidation of the bond debt to 
the es^tent of £600,000. 

The bond debt being thus reduced to £1,500,000, the divi- 
dend was, In June 1778, increased to eight per cent., per 
aitimm.* In 1779, an act was passed (19th Geo. Ill, cap. 61), 
to continue, for one year, the general arrangements made^in 
1!^73. This act restricted the declaration of a larger dividend 
than eight per cent, per annum, until April 1780. These 
ori^ngements were further continued for another year, by the 
act of the 20th Geo III, cap. 56. 

Iti 1781, the situation of the Company's affairs again 
came under the consideration of the general court, and 
sOTeral propositions were offered to his Majesty's govern- 
ment^ as the basis of an arrangement for the prolongation of 
the term of the Company's exclusive privileges. One of the 
p imary objects of these proposals was the security of a di\ri- 
dent of eight per cent, per annum, with a power to increase 
itf at*; a rate not exceeding one per cent, per annum, until it 
amounted to twelve and a half per cent. It was, however, 
arranged, tliat the dividend should be eight per cent, per 
annum, and that the remaining profits of the Company should 
be divided between the public and the Company, in the pro- 
portion of three -fourths to the former, and one-fourth to the 
latter. An aCt of Parliament to this effect was passed (21st 
Geo. Ill, cap. 65, sec. 9). In 1782, the year after that act 
had passed, the Company's affairs again became embarrassed, 
and application was made to Parliament fot' relief. An act 
was, in consequence, passed (22d Geo. Ill, cap. 51), to autho- 
rize the postponement of tlie payment by the Company of 
sums due on account of customs, &c», and to secure to the 
proprietors' their dividend of ei^it per cent. The same 
amount of dividend was secured by two subsequent acts 
(23d Geo. Ill, cap. 36, and 23d Geo. Ill, cap. 83) s 
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further secured the Wct of the Sflth Oe6. Ill, 
cap.'*S4; ' V. ' 

^rhe divulend continued at eight per cent, per annum until 
the act of 1793, when it was increased to tin and a half per 
cent, (at which rate it has since been continued), the half per 
cent, being chargeable on a separate fund, reserved under a 
former act of Parliament (2 1st Geo. Ill, cap. 65) ; an arrange- 
ment was at the same time made for allowing to the Company 
a sixth part of the surplus of their profits and revenues, aQer 
the reduction of their debts to a specified ampunt. By a 
subsequent act j^assod itr 1793 (33d Geo. HI, cap. 31), the ten 
shillings per cent, of the dividend was made a charge uj)on 
the general profits of the Company, in like manner with that 
of the ten pounds percent. The dividend of ten 'and a half 
per cent, thus allowed in 1793, was continued by the act of 
1813 (53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155). In tliat act it is provided, 
that the dividend shall be charged upon the home profits of 
the Company, or, on the failure of a sufficiency of home 
profits in one year to meet the dividend, then that the defi- 
ciency should be charged upon the surplus India revenue in 
the preceding year (53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155, sec. 57 and 58). 
The Company cannot legally make any larger dividend until 
their debt in India shall have been reduced to ten millions, 
and the bond debt to three millions ; nor until the public 
funds created for the Company shall have been redeemed, 
and the sum of twelve millions, after the accomplishment of 
those objects, paid into the Exchequer, as a guarantee fund : 
then the Company will be entitled to one-sixth of the exce.ss 
of profit and revenue, which would constitute a fund for a fur- 
ther dividend (53d Geo III, cap. 155, sec. 59). 

When the property-tax was institued, efforts were made to 
relieve the proprietors individually from the operation of it, 
and |o authorize the payment of the amount out of the profits 
of the Company, previous to the declaration of a dividend. 
The matter was referred to counsel, who were of opinion that 
the Company had not the j)ower, by law, to make such pay- 
ment. A representation was accordingly preferred by the 
' Court of Directors to the president of tlic Board of Commis- 
sioners for the Affairs of India, expressing a hope that his 
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Majesty’s mkiistera would think it just and advisable that the 
Company should be vested with such power, by a legislative 
provision. Lord Castlereagh, in reply, stated that ministers 
did not feel warranted in recommending the Company to 
apply to Parliament for a bill for such purpose. 

In July 1804, the subject was again urged on the attention 
of ministers, whose concurrence it was contended would be 
sufficient authority without any legislative provision. It was 
opposed on the ground that it would militate against the pro- 
visions of tl].e act of 1793, as to the appropriations affecting 
the Company’s funds. 

In 1812, during tlie negotiation for a renewal of the Com- 
pany’s exclusive privileges, the justice of relieving the pro- 
prietors of East-Indiu stock from the payment of the property- 
tax on their dividends, was again pressed on the^ attention of 
Lord Melville, tlie president of the Board ; but his Lordship 
did not think it expedient to charge the Company’s funds 
with any additional payment on that account. 


L A W S. 

Dividend to be Ten and a half per Cent. 

(1) And be it further enacted, that for and during the continuance LAWS, 
of the possession and government of the said territorial acquisitions 
and revenues in the said United Company, the net proceeds of their 53 Gea 3 , 
sales of goods at home, with the duties and allowances arising by 
private trade, and all the commercial profits and other receipts ot the ^ 
said Company in Great Britain, shall be applied and disposed of in 
manner following : (that is to say) first, in providing for the payment 
of bills of exchange already accepted and hereafter to be accepted by 
the said Company, as the same shall become due ; secondly, in pro- 
viding for the current payment of other debts (the principal of the 
bond debt in England alwa3r8 excepted), as well as interest, and the 
commercial dutgoings, charges, and expenses of the said Company ; 
thirdly, in payment of a dividend, after the rate of ten pounds per 
centum per annum, on the present or any future amount of the capi- 
tal stock of the said Company, for and during such time as a certain 
fund of the said Company hereinafter mentioned, called << The Com- 
pany’s Separate Fund,” shall be sufficient to pay a dividend, after the 
rate of ten shillings for every hundred pounds per annum, on the 
present or any future amount of the capital stock of the said Com- 
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LAWS, psiny; and when and so soon as the said last-mentioned fund shall 
— be ex)iausted, then in payment of a dividend at the rate of ten pounds 
3, shillings per centum per annum, on the then existing or future 
155, capital stock of the said Company ; provided that no greater clividend 
. S • shall be paid in the whole, in any one year, than c'lt the said rate of 
ten pounds ten shillings per centum per annum, upon the present or 
future capital stock of the said Company. 

§ .58. (2) And whereas it is not reasonable that the CoiiS- Home profits 

pany’s commercial profits should be liable annually to 
the payment in Europe of territorial charges, till the till after dividend 
said dividend, after the rate of ten pounds and ten provided for; and 
shillings per centum per annum, shall have been paid *^o- 

and discharged ; be it therefore provided and enacted, fits at home in 
that the net proceeds of the sales of goods, and other jend^to b^inaX 
commercial profits of the Company in Great Britain, as good’ out of sur. 
aforesaid, shall not be liable to the liquidation of any Pl“* territorial 
charge on account of the territorial or political govern- 
ment of India payable in England, or of any bills of exchange or cer- 
tificates drawn on account of the territorial or political charge in India, 
till after the dividend on the capital stock of the said Company shall 
first have been provided for ; excepting always such bills and certifi- 
cates, for the amount of which value shall tmve been previously paid 
in India, from the territorial or political funds, and consignments or 
remittances made thereof to England, for the liquidation of the said 
bills and certificates : provided also, that in the event of the com- 
mercial profits of the said Company at home being insufficient in any 
year, fully to defray the said dividend, it shall and may be lawful to 
make good any such deficiency out of any surplus revenue that 
may have arisen in the preceding year of account out of the terri- 
torial revenues, after the payment of all charges, interest of^debt 
included. 

Ballot not necessary when no alteration from preceding 
Declaration, 

1770. (^) enacted, that from and after the passing of this act, when 

10 Geo. 3, any half-yearly or other dividend of the said Company shall be voted 
c. 47, § 3. declared by a General Court of Proprietors, not varying or differ- 
ing from the rate of the said Con)pany*s dividend for the last preceding 
half-year, that then, and in every such case, it shall not be necessary 
for the said general court of the said Company to proceed to a ballot 
respecting such dividends ; but that a declaration from tlic chairouin, 
for the time being, of the said Company of the voting and agree- 
ing of the General Court of Proprietors to such dividend, shall be 
a silifficient notice and authority for declaring and making such 
dividend. 
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DIVIDENDS. 


309 


Courts of Equity may compel Tranfers ami Payment of 
Dividends. 

PreaivbU. (4) Whereas great expense arises in suits in courts of I-AWS. 
equity, from the practice of making the governor and company of tlie ig^o. 
Bank parties thereto, for the mere purpose of compelling or authorizing i59 ami -lo 
the said corporation to suffer any transfer of stock standing in their ^ 
books to be made which justice may require : be it enacted by the King's 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia- 
ment assembled, and by the authority of the same, that it shall be 
lawful for any of his Majesty's courts of equity, before or upon hear- 
ing any cause depending therein, to order the governor and company 
of the Bank of England to suffer a transfer of stock standing in their 
books to be made, or to pay any accrued or accruing dividends 
thereon, belonging to or standing in the names of any party to a suit, 
as such courts may deem just ; or to issue an injunction to restrain 
them from suffering any transfer of such stock, or from paying any 
dividends or interest accruing or accrued thereon, although such 
governor and company are not parties to the suit in which such decree 
or order shall be made, such courts being satisfied by the certificate 
of the accountant of the said corporation, duly signed by him as 
hereinafter is directed, that the stock required to be transferred is 
standing in their books in the name of the persons or person required 
to transfer the same, or of the persons or person to whom they or he 
are or is the legal representative ; and that after due service of a short 
order upon the said governor and company, or their proper officer, 
which shall contain no recital of their pleadings or other matter than 
the title of the cause, and the ordering part of such decree or order 
which respects the said governor and company, and for which the sum 
of eighteen shillings and no more, shall be paid, like process shall 
issue to enforce sucli order or decree as to enforce them against any 
party to a suit depending in such court. 


CertytcatCy stating the amount of such Stock or Dixidends^t to be delivered 

on application. 

(5) And for the better enabling any party to a suit 
to obtain and produce such certificate in court, be it 
enacted, that upon request in writing signed by the 
clerk in court (or other ofBcer answering thereto) and 
the solicitor concerned in the cause for tlie party apply- 
ing, which shall state the cause, and for what parties 
they are concerned, the Governor and Conipany of the 
Bank of England shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the said 
clerk in court, or other officer and solicitor, or one of them, a certifi- 
cate signed by their accountant, stating the amount of such stock or 

X 3 dividends. 
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dividendsi and in whose names or name such stock is standing in their 
books, and, if it be particularly required (but not otherwise) when 
such stock or any part thereof was transferred, and by whom, for the 
signing of which request in writing, there shall be paid to such clerk 
in court or other officer, a fee of six shillings and eight-pence, and no 
more, and to such solicitor, for the drawing, copying, and delivering 
at the Bank, a fee of thirteen shillings and four-pence, and no more, 
and to the officer making out and delivering such certificate, a fee of 
two shillings and sixpence, and no more : provided nevertheless, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend to any case where any further 
discovery is wanted than what is hereinbefore expressly mentioned, 
nor to any case where the said governor and company claim any inte- 
rest in or lien upon the said fund, but that in such cases it shall be 
necessary to make them a party to such suit as if this act had never 
been made ; and that if any special matter shall arise, which in the 
opinion of the said governor and company shall affect their interests, 
or which might be objected against suffering such transfer of stock 
or payment of dividends, it shall be lawful for them to state such 
matter to the court by motion or petition in such suit, and that exe- 
cution of process to compel such transfer or payment, shall be sus- 
pended until final order shall be made thereon. 

The Proinsions extend to the East-India Company, 

(6) And be it further enacted, that all the several regulations and 
provisions hereinbefore enacted, shall extend mutatis mutandk to 
every case where the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East-Indies, or the Governor and Company of Mer- 
chants of Great Britain trading to the South Seas or other parts of 
America, have any stock standing in the books of such respective cor- 
porations, which may now be or hereafier may become the subject of 
any suit in equity or incidental thereto, saving to the said corporations 
respectively the like right of being made a party, or applying by 
motion or petition, in such suits as is before reserved or given to the 
Governor and Company of tlic Bank of England. 

Dividends due to Infants, 

(7) T*he Court of Chancery, Court of Exchequer, or the Lord Chan- 
cellor, authorized to direct dividends due to infants, to be paid for 
their use to their guardians, under the provisions of the 36th Geo. Ill, 
cap. 90, and 52 Geo. Ill, cap. 32. 
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The several governments in India are em|K)wcrcd to frame 
regulations for the imposition of duties on the export^ import^ 
or transit of any goods, wares, or merchandize in the East- 
Indies. The regulations are not valid until sanctioned by the 
Court of Directors with the approbation of the Board of 
Commissioners; such sanction and approbation being signi- 
fied to the governments respectively in a public despatch 
from the sai<l Court ; all such regulations when promulgated 
in India, are to contain express mention that the same 
are made with the sanction of the Court of Directors, and 
with the approbation of the Board of Commissioners; and 
such mention is to be taken as conclusive evidence of such 
s* nction and approbation in all courts of justice. The Gover- 
nor-general and the governors of Madras, Bombay, and Prince 
of Wales* Island, are also authorized to impose duties of cus- 
toms and other taxes on places and persons within the juris- 
diction of the courts established by the King’s charter, in tlic 
same manner as in places without such jurisdiction. No impo- 
sition of any such duty, or tax, or any increase thereof is valid 
until sanctioned by the Court of Directors, with the approlxi- 
tion of the Board of Commissioners, llegulations mav be 
also passed for imposing fines, penalties, and forfeitures, for 
the non payment of duties and taxes. 

In 1814, doubts having arisen as to certain duties and taxes 
imposed by the several governments in India, an act was passed 
confirming the regulations which had been passed for the 
imposition, levying, raising, or recovering any such duties of 
customs or other tuxes, or in anyways relating thereto; and 
all fines, penalties, and forfeitures imposed or levied by the 
several governments. 

The foregoing are^. "S^isting authorities under which the 
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DUTIES, CUSTOMS^ AKD TAKES. 

regulations are passed in India for imposing duties, taxes, 
&c. 

With regard to the duties and customs on East-India goods 
imported into Great Britain, it would require greater space 
than can possibly be allotted to the subject in a work of this 
nature, to enter into a detail of the important measures 
brought forward in 1825 by the Right Honourable the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, which led to the repeal of the 
several laws relating to the customs, from the seventeenth of 
Richard II, in 1394, to those of the fourth of his present 
Majesty in 1823, embracing no less than four hundred and 
fifty-two acts of Parliament. This repeal w^as followed by 
the introduction of eleven separate acts, all of which received 
the royal assent the 5th July 1825, relative to duties, customs, 
and trade generally, viz. 

An Act for the Management of the Customs, 

for the General Regulation of the Customs, 

to prevent Smuggling, 

for the Encouragement of British Shipping and 

Navigation, 

for Registering of British Vessels, 

for Granting Duties of Customs, 

for Warehousing Goods, 

for Granting certain Bounties and Allowances of 

Customs, 

to Regulate the Trade of the British Possessions 

abroad, 

for Regulating the Trade of the Isle of Man, 

for Regulating Vessels c^trrying Passengers to 

Foreign parts. 

Such clauses connected with the customs as immediately 
relate to the East-India Company, or to the importation of 
gpods from the limits within the Company’s exclusive char- 
ter,; will follow those which authorize the imposition of duties, 
customs, and taxes in India. It may be observed tliat the 
Mauntiii^ is declared to be one of his Majesty’s sugar colonies, 
and placed upon the same footing, in all respects, as his Majes- 
ty’s islands in the West-Indies. 
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DUTIES IN INDIA. 


dras, Bombay, 
and Prince of 
Wales* Island, 
may impose du. 
ties of customs 
and other taxes 


Governments may impose Duties^ Customs^ and other Taxesy sidyect to 
sanction of Court of Directors and approbation Board, 

Govenior>gene- . (1) And wliercas it is expedient that the govern- 
ral and governors ments of the said Company established at Fort Wil- 
Fort St. George, Bombay, and Prince of Wales' 
Island respectively, should have authority to impose 
duties and taxes to be levied within the several towns 
of Calcutta and Madras, the town and island of Bom- 
bay and Prince of Wales’ Island, and also duties and 
on" pl^es "irnd taxes to be paid by persons subject to the jurisdictions 
persons within of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
^^tiic^courtslw- Bengal, the Supreme Court of Judicature at Ma- 
tnhlishcd by the dras, the Court of the Recorder of Bombay, and the 
King’s ciiarrer, of Judicature at Prince of Wales* Island rcspec- 

ner as in places tivoly ; bc it therefore enacted, that it shall and may 
without such ju- be lawful to and for the Governor-General in Council 
»uch*^duty w tax Fort- William in Bengal, and to and for the Gover- 

iu Calcutta, Ma- nor in Council of Fort St* George, and to and 
i*Vi ce of'wHltV Governor in Council of Bombay, and to and 

Island to be valid for the Governor in Council of Prince of W^ales’ Island, 
till sanctioned by ^^ithin the respective presidencies of Fort-William, 
thcl'i^robation'' St. George, Bombay, and Prince of Wales’ Island, 
of the Board. to impose all such duties of customs, and other taxes 
to be levied, raised, and paid within the said towns of Calcutta and 
Madras, the said town and island of Bombay, and Prince of Wales’ 
Island, and upon and by all persons whomsoever, resident or being 
therein respectively, and in respect of all goods, wares, merchandizes, 
commodities and property whatsoever also being therein respectively ; 
and also upon and by all persons whomsoever, whether British born 
or foreigners, resident or being in any country or place within the 
authority of the said governments respectively ; and in respect of all 
goods, wares, merchandizes, commodities and property whatsoever, 
being in any such country or place, in as full, large and ample manner 
as such governor-general in council, or governors in council respec- 
tively may now lawfully impose any duties or taxes to be levied, 
raised, or paid, upon or by any persons whomsoever,' or in any place 
whatsoever, within the authority of the said governments respectively : 
provided always, that no imposition of any such duty or tax, or any 
increase of any such duty or tax, within the said towns of Calcutta 
or Madras, the said town and island of Bombay, or Prince of Wales’ 
Island, shall bc valid or effectual, until the same shall have been 
saiwtioncd by the said Court of Dia’ctors, with the approbation of 
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tlie «aid . Board of Conunissioners, in manner herein-before proscribed 
respecting duties and taxes of export, import, and transit on goods, 
wares, or merchandize. 


1813. 

53 Qeo. 3, 
c. 135, 

§ 99. 


ral and governors 
in council may 
make laws and 
regulations re- 
specting such du- 
ties and taxes^ 


Governments ma^ impose Fines for Non-payment (f Taxes, 

(2) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may Govemor-gene- 
be lawful for such governor-general in council, and 
governors in council respectively, to make laws and 
regulations respecting such duties and taxes, and to 
impose fines, penalties, and forfeitures, for the non- 
payment of such duties or taxes, or for the breach of and impose fines 
such laws or regulations, in as full and ample manner f"r*^no^-payiiiTit 
as such governor-general in council, or governors thereof, 
in council respectively, may now lawfully make any 
other laws or regulations, or impose any other fines, penalties, or 
forfeitures whatsoever: and all such laws and regulations shall be 
taken notice of without being specifically pleaded, as well In tlie said 
Supreme Courts and Recorders Court and Courts of Judicature at 
Prince of Wales' Island respectively, as in all other courts whatsoever, 
within the said British territories : and that it shall and may be lawful 
for all persons whomsoever, to prefer, prosecute, and maintain in tlic 
same Supreme Courts and Recorder’s Court and Court of Judicature 
at Prince of Wales’ Island respectively, all manner of indictments, 
informations, and suits whatsoever, for enforcing such laws and regula- 
tions, or for any matter or thing whatsoever arising out of the same ; 
any act, charter, usage, or other thing to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


Duties imposed in India not valid till sanctioned hy Court 
and Board, 

§ 25. (3) And be it further enacted, that no new or additional imposition 

of any duty or tax upon the export, import, or transit of any goods, 
wares, or merchandize whatsoever, made or to be made by authority 
of the Governor-General or Governor in Council, of any of the said 
Company’s presidencies or settlements in the £ast-Indies or parts 
aforesaid, shall be valid or effectual, until the same shall have been 
sanctioned by the Court of Directors of the said United Company, 
with the approbation of the said Board of Commissioners ; which 
sanction and approbation shall be signified to the said governments 
respectively by some public despatch from the said Court of Direc- 
tors, 4e8cribing each regulation for the purposes aforesaid, which shall 
be so sanctioned and approved by its title at full length, and express- 
ing that the same is so sanctioned and approved; and all such regula- 
tions, when promulgated in the East-Indies by the said governments, 
shall contain express mention that the same are made with the sanc- 
tion of the said Court of Directors, and with the approbation of the 
said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India; and such men- 
tion 
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tion shall be taken as conclusive evidence of such sanction and appro* JLAWa 
bation in all courts of justice. — “ 


Duties in India on Goods to be debited to Commerce, 

Duties in India (4) And be it further enacted, that all rates, cus- 
C^mpMy^w^be duties of export and import, wliich shall be 

debited to com- charged in the East-Indies or other places under the 
merce, and, to- government of the said Company, upon any goods, 
wares, or merchandize of or belonging to the said Com- 
pany, shall be charged in the books of account of the 
said Company to the debit of the commercial branch 
of their affairs ; and all such rates, customs, and duties 
which shall be so charged upon any goods, wares or 
merchandize of or belonging to the said Company, or 
which shall be received by the said Company in the East-Indies or 
parts aforesaid, upon any goods, wares, or merchandize of any private 
merchant, trader, or other person, shall be placed in the books of 
account of the said Company, to the credit of the territorial revenues 
of the said Company; and all such rates, customs, and duties, so 
placed to the credit of the territorial revenues of the said Company, 
shall be deemed and taken to be part of such territorial revenues, and 
shall be subject to the control of the said Board of Commissioners, 
in like manner, to all intents and purposes as any other part of such 
terrUorial revenues. 


gether with du 
tics on private- 
trade goods, to be 
considered as ter- 
ritorial revenue, 
and to be subject 
to the control of 
the Board. 


1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155, 

5 67. 


Doubts remo'oed as to the Duties and Taxes heretofore imposed and 
levied in the East-Indies. 

Power of levy- (5) Whereas doubts have arisen as to certain duties 2814. 
ing duties, Ac. ^nd taxes heretofore imposed by the several govern- 54 Geo. 3, 
mcnts^^in^Tndl^ ments of Fort William in Bengal, Madras, Bombay, *^§*if* 
confirmed. and Prince of Wales’ Island respectively : be it enacted 
by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, that all duties of customs and other taxes heretofore made 
or imposed, as well upon British subjects as foreigners, and other per- 
sons whomsoever, by the orders or under the authority of the Gover- 
nor-General in council of Fort William in Bengal, the Governor in 
Council of Fort St. George, the Governor in Council of Bombay, and 
the Governor in Council of Prince of Wales’ Island, respectively, 
witliin the several towns of Calcutta and Madras, the town and island 
of Bombay, and Prince of Wales’ Island, and upon all persons whom- 
soever resident or being therein respectively, and in respect to all 
goods, wares, merchandizes, commodities, and property whatsoever, 
also being therein respectively, and also upon all persons whomsoever, 
whether British-born or foreigners, resident or being in any country 
or place witliin the iiuthority of the suid governments respectively, 

and 
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Tau t*w{ierty whatsoever, being in any such country or place, And aiao all 
54 Oeo. 3, orders and regulations for the imposition, levying, raising, or reco- 
vering any such duties of customs or other taxes, or in anyways 
^ ' relating thereto, and all tines, penalties, and forfeitures heretofore 
imposed or levied by or under the authority of such governor-general 
in council and governors in council respectively, for.the non-payment 
of such duties or taxes, or for the breach of any laws or regulations 
heretofore made by such governor-general in council and governors 
in council respectively, respecting such duties and taxes, shall be, and 
the same are hereby confirmed, and shall be deemed to be as valid 
and effectual to all intents and purposes whatsoever, according to the 
true intent and meaning of the several orders, regulations, and usages, 
under which any such duties, taxes, fines, penalties, and forfeitures 
have been imposed or levied, as fully and effcctuaHy as if the same 
had been imposed and made respectively under the provisions of an 
act made in the last session of Parliament, intituled An Act for 
“ continuing in the East-lndia Company for a further tenn the Pos- 
‘‘ session of the British Terrtorics in India, together with certain 
exclusive Privileges; for establishing further Regulations for the 
« Government of the said Territories, and the better Administration 
<< of Justice within the same; and for regulating the trade to and 
from the places within the limits of the said Company’s Charter 
any act or acts of Parliament or law to the contrary thereof in any- 
wise notwithstanding, and all arrears of such duties and taxes may be 
demanded, levied, sued for, and recovered, and all penalties and for- 
feitures for any breach of any such rules and regulations in relation 
to any such duties and taxes shall and may be sued for, recovered, 
and enforced under the provisions of the said recited act, as fully and 
eifectually as if the same had been imposed, made, incurred, or arisen 
atler the passing thereof. 

§ 2. (6) And be it further enacted, that all such orders, Orders. &c. in 

regulations, usages, duties, taxer:, fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures, shall be and remain in full force and ^ 

effect until the same respectively shall be repealed, 

' altered, or varied, by any orders or regulations made and passed, 
or to be made and passed, under or by virtue of the said recited 
act ; and all persons who have been engaged or concerned in ad- 
vising, passing, imposing, demanding, levying, or recovering any such 
orders, regulations, duties, taxes, fines, penalties, and forfeitures, 

- ' shall be and are hereby indemnified in respect thereof, and of all pro- 
' ^ceedinge and acts had, done, or taken under and according to^ the 
' trd6 intent and meaning of any such orders, regulations, or usSges; 
atld all actions and suits whatsoever which have been or hereaflcr 
shall be commenced, sued, or prosecuted, for or touching the receipt, 
collection, or imposition of any such duties, taxes, fines, penalties, or 
forfeitures, shall be and become absolutely null tad void to all intents 

and 
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and purposes arhatsoever, save and except for (fie purpose of recover- 
ing may have been incurred in any such action^ and 

whii^ hatb/been er may be awarded to be paid by any party thereto : 
provided always, that nothing herein contained shsdl extend to confirm 
anjr act or proceeding, or to indemnify any person or persons in respect 
bf dny act or proceeding, done without the authority or contrary to 
the true intent and meaning of any such order, regulation, or usage, 
as is hereby intended to be confirmed. 


Duties in Great Britain, 

Dufy on East- India Goods accnrdinft to Sale value. 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
eording^tosalw. value of goods imported by the East-India 

Company, and of all goods called “ Piece Goods,*’ 
being articles manufactured of silk, hair, or cotton, or any mixture 
thereof, imjiorted by any person into the port of London, from 
places within the limits of the charter of the said Company, shall be 
ascertained by the gross price at which the same shall have been sold 
by auction at the public sales of the said Company ; and that such 
goods shall be landed and secured in such places and in such manner 
as the commissioners of his Majesty’s customs shall require, until the 
duties thereon shall have been duly paid, or the same shall have been 
duly exported. 

East- India Company to sell Goods within three Years of Importation. 

(8) And be it further enacted, that the East- India Company shall 
fairly and openly expose to sale, and cause to be sold all such goods 
so charged to pay duty according to the value thereof, by way of 
public auction, in the city of London, within three years from the 
importation thereof ; and shall give due notice at the custom-house in 
London, to the officers appointed to attend such sales, of the time and 
place diereof. 

East-India Company may enter by BUI of Si^ht, also PriwUe 
Importers. 

Advalorcm du. (9) Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
liw.— fpHvate* lawful for the East-India Company 

importers ’mny without making the proof herein-before required, to 

landed and, accured in 

bood; provided manner as the commissioners of his Majesty’s 
lie setuted customs shall require, any goods imported by them, 
warehousefc"^ * goods imported by any other person 

from places within the limits of the charter of the 
said Company, with the consent of such person, upon condition to 
cause ^rlect entry to bb made of such goods within three montlis from 
thb date of the importation thereof; either to wareiiousc the same or 

to 
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to pay the duties there^ within the times and in the , oiasAer herein- 
after mentioned ; (that is to say) if such goods be charged to pay doty 
according to the value, then to pay such duty within four moOtl^ 
the sale of the 'goods ; and if such goods be charged tp pay duty 
according to the number, measure, or weigiit ther^f, then to pay 
one moiety of sucli duties within six calendar months foth the time of 
the importation of such goods, and the other moiety within twelve 
calendar months from such time ; and such goods shall be secured in 
such places and in such manner as the commissioners of his Majesty’s 
customs shall require, until the same shall have been duly entered, 
and the duties thereon shall have been duly paid, or until the same 
shall have been duly exported : provided also, that it shall be lawful 
for any other person who shall have imported any goods from places 
within the said limits into the port of London, in like manner to 
enter such goods by bill of sight in his own name, upon giving 
snfficient security by bond,, to the satisfaction of the commissioners 
of his Majesty’s customs, with the like conditions as are required of 
the said Company, for making perfect entries, and for selling at the 
sales of the said Company all such of the said goods as are called 

Piece Goods,” and for the securing and the paying of duties; pro- 
vided such goods be entered by such bill of sight, to be warehoused in 
some warehouse under the supenntendance of the said Company, and 
in which goods imported by the said Company may be secured in 
manner before mentioned. 

DtfauU of Payment of Dutiesm 

(10) And be it further enacted, that in default of in deraule of 

perfect entry within three months as aforesaid, or of payment of du- 
^ SfOOClft to oo 

due entry and payment of duty within the times and sold. 

in the manners herein-befbre respectively required, it 
shall be lawful for the commissioners of his Majesty’s customs to 
cause any such goods, in respect of which such default shall have 
been made, to be sold for the payment of such duties (or for expor- 
tation, if they be such as cannot be entered for home use) and 
for the payment of all charges incurred by the crown in respect of 
such goods : and the overplus, if any, shall be paid to the proprietor 
thereof. 

East’India Company to j)ay Duties to Recciver-GeneraL 

(11) And be it further enacted, that the East-India Company shall 
pay into the hands of the Receiver-General of the Customs, every sum 
•of money due from the said Company on account of the duties of 
customs, at the respective times when the same shall become due ; and 
that the said reqpivcr-gcncral shall give to the said Company a receipt 
for thd monies so paid, on the account of the collector of the customs, 
which receipt, when delivered to such collector, shall be received by 
him as cash. 


Goods 
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'J 6d(>th ditmaged on AhateMnt of 

*'^ (12) Ani be it further enacted, that if any gooda 


which are rated to pay duty according to the number, 
measui*e, of weight thereof^ (except certain goods herein- after men- 
tioned), ■ shall receive damage during the voyage, an abatement of 
siich ^duties shall be allowed in proportion to the damage so received; 
j^rovided proof be made to Uie satisfaction of the commissioners of 
his Majesty’s customs, or of any officers of customs acting therein 
under their directions, that such damage was received after the goods 
were shipped abroad in Uic ship importing the same, and before 
they were landed in the United Kingdom ; and provided claim to such 
abatement of duties be made at the time of the first examination of 
such goods. 


Entry of East-India Sugar, 

Sugar from li- (13) And be it further enacted, that before any 
Mastcr^o*^mnk^^ sugar shall be entered as being the produce of any 
oath to ceniH. Britisli possession in the limits of the East-India Com- 
vate. pany’s charter, the master of the ship importing the 

same shall deliver to the collector or controller, a cer- 
tificate under the hand and seal of the proper officer at the place 
where such sugar was taken on board, testifying that oath had been 
made before him by the shipper of such sugar, that the same was 
really and bond fde the produce of such British possession ; and such 
master shall also make oath before the collector or controller, that 
such certificate was received by him at the place where such sugar 
was taken on board, and that the sugar so imported is the same as is 
mentioned therein. 


Prohibited Goods being noarehoused. 

(14) Any goods of whatsoever sort may be imported into tlie 
United Kingdom, to be warehoused under the regulations of any 
act in force for the time being for the warehousing of goods, without 
payment of duty at the time of the first entry thereof, or notwith- 
standing that such goods may be prohibited to be imported into the 
United Kingdom to be used therein, except tea and goods from 
China in other than British ships, or by other persons than the East- 
India Company. 

Terms used in Acts, 


(15) Whenever the several terms or expressions following shall 
occur in this act, or in any other act relating to the customs, the 
same shall he construed respectively in the manner hereinafter di- 
rected; (that is to say) that the term “ East-India Company” shall 
be construed to mean the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East-Indies; that the term “ Limits%f the East- 
India Company’s Charter ” shall be construed to mean all places and 
seas eastward of the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan. 

(Ifi) And 
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Cape of Goad Hope in^limiU of charier ; Mauritius as IVest^Indies^ 

(16) And be it further enacted, that, for the purposes of this act, 
the Cape of Good Hope and the territories and dependencies thereof, 
shall be deemed to be within, the limits of the East-India Company’s 
charter ; and the Island of Mauritius shall be deemed to be one of 

* his Majesty’s sugar colonies, and placed upon the same footing in all 
respects as his Majesty’s islands in the West-Indies. 

Produce of limits imported from Malta or Gibraltar. 

(17) And be it further enacted, that all goods the produce of places 

within the limits of the East-India Company’s charter, having been 
imported into Malta or Gibraltar in British ships, shall, upon subsequent 
importation into the United Kingdom direct from thence, be liable to 
tile same duties as the like goods would respectively be liable to, ' 
if imported direct from some place within the limits of the said 
charter. ^ 

Goods tvarehoused to be cleared in three Year&. 

(Id) Be it enacted, that all goods which have been warehoused shall 
be duly cleared, either for exportation or for home use, within three 
years, and all surplus stores of ships within one year from the day of 
the first entry thereof (unless further time be given by the commis- 
sioners of his Majesty's treasury) ; and if any such goods be not so 
cleared, it shall be lawful for the commissioners of his Majesty’s cus- 
toms to cause the same to be sold, and the produce shall be applied 
to the payment of warehouse rent and other charges, and the overplus, 
if any, shall be paid to the proprietor ; and such goods, when sold, 
shall be held subject to all the conditions to which they were subject 
previous to such sale, except that a further time of three months from 
the date of the salp shall be allowed to the purchaser for the clearing 
of such goods from the warehouse ; and if the goods so sold shall not 
be duly cleared from the warehouse within such three months, the 
same shall be forfeited : provided always, that if the goods so to be 
disposed of shall have been imported by the East-India Company, or 
shall be of the description called “ Piece Goods,” imported from 
places within the limits of their charter into the port of London, the 
same shall, at the requisition of the commissioners of customs, be 
duly exposed to sale by the said company at their next ensuing sale, 
and shall be then sold for the highest price which shall be then pub- 
lickly offered for the same. 
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In the year 1803, a mea^sure was brought forward in Par- 
liament for the improvement of the port of London, which 
had specific reference to the shipping employed by the East- 
India Company. It .appeared to Parliament that the size of 
the vessels was far larger than others employed by merchants in 
trade, and that many of them were equal in bulk to ships of 
the Royal Navy, and that their cargoes were of great value anil 
national importance. The system whicli then prevailed of 
loading and discharging the ships, greatly impeded the na- 
vigation of the river; the cargoes were liable to plunder, and 
the public revenue was thereby defrauded to a considerable 
amount. A company, to be styled, the East-India Dock 
Company,”' was accordingly formed, with a capital of £200,000 
in shares of £100 each ; £5 per cent, was to be paid on the 
ca]^ital raised, and when the docks were completed, the Com- 
pany were empowered to grant in the whole £10 per cent, per 
annum, and they were also allowed to increase their capital to 
£300,000. Two general meetings of the Company of Pro- 
prietors are to be held in the year; one in the month of Ja- 
nuary, the other in the month of July, and all general meet- 
ings of the said Company arc to consist of ten of ‘the said 
proprietors at le.ast, and to be held betwei n the hours of ten in 
the forenoon and four in the afternoon. The number of di- 
rectors is thirteen, of whom four are to be chosen out of the 
directors of the East-India Company. The four directors named 
in the act were Jolin Roberts, Stephen Williams, Joseph Cotton, 
and William Thornton (now Wm. Ascell), Esquires. In the 
event of any of the directors of llie East-India Company, so no- 
minated, dying, or refusing to act, or sliall cease to be a 
director of the East-India Company for the space of two suc- 
ceeding years, then the directors of the East-Indfa Company 
^are required to appoint another person out of the directors to 
be a director of the East^Imlia Dock Cowpany. The directors 

y continue 
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continue in office for three years : the election is to be held the 
second Monday in the month of July in each yean A chair- 
man and deputy are to be appointed ; nine proprietors of ten 
'^shares may require an extraordinary general meeting of the 
Company, and the directors are required withiru ten days 
after delivery of the notice to call such general meeting — not 
sooner than seven days, nor later than one calendar month 
after the notice : — 

Five shares give one vote. 


Fifteen two votes. 

Thirty three votes. 

Fifty four votes. 


The Chairman has the casting vote, whether the matter or 
thing discussed is decided by the majority of votes then present 
or by ballot. 

All ships and vessels from India or China are to unload and 
discharge the whole of their cargoes within the docks. If at 
any time East-India ships cannot be admitted into the docks, 
the commissioners of the customs may authorize the car- 
goes of those particular ships to be discharged elsewhere. 
Outward-bound East-India ships may load in the docks or 
below Limehouse Creek. 

The directors, or any five, may make by-laws, rules, orders, 
regulations, for the docks, &c.; but a general meeting of 
the Company may alter and annul any of them. Certain 
rates are fixed for ships using the docks; the rates may be 
lowered by the directors and raised again, but not to a 
higher rate than is expressed in the table of the act. 

In 1806, the Company were permitted to increase their 
capital to £400,000. 

No other than East-India vessels to use the docks without 
consent, of the Lords of the Treasury. 

Caravans are to be provided for the East-India Company 
or the conveyance of all goods, wares, and merchandize to 
the Cojnpany’s warehouses in. London, which caravans are 
subject to approval by the commissioners of his Majesty’s 
customs. 

For more effectually securing to the East-India Dock Com- 
pany the rates granted by the 43d Geo. IIl^ cap. 126, and 

46 Geo- 
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4(5 Geo. Ill, cap. IIS, it was provided, in 1813, by the 5Sd 
Geo. Ill, cap. 155, sec. 28, that the said rates should be paid 
before goods are delivered to the owners or consignees, and 
that if the rates on goods are not paid to the EasUlnAia 
Dock Company before unloading, they may be sent to the 
East-India Company’s warehouses to be sold, and the rates 
deducted from' the purchase-money. 

In 1814, the Ea^t-India Dock Company were empowered to 
increase their capital to £500,000, and the Directors were 4 ^ 
empowered to build warehouses on the banks of such docks. 


LAWS. 

Directors of the (1) And be it further enacted, that John Roberts, LAWS, 
said Company. Stephen Williams, Joseph Cotton, and William Thorn- 
ton, Esquires, four of the directors of the East-India Company, and 43 Ceo.* 3 , 
their successors, to be appointed in manner herein directed, together c. 12 S, 
with Sir William Curtis, Baronet, John Atkins, Henry Bonham, Abel ^ 
('liapman, Joseph Huddart, Richard Lewin the younger, William Wells 
the younger, Robert Wigram, and John Woolmore, Esquires, nine 
of the members of the said East-India Dock Company, and their suc- 
cessors, to be appointed in manner herein directed, shall be and be 
called “ The Directors of the East-India Dock Company.” 


East-India Dock Company^ 

Subsequent np- (2) Provided always, and be it enacted, that in case 
l)wk” Directors Roberts, Stephen Williams, Joseph Cot- 

(by ilic Dircc- ton, and William Thornton,* or any of them, or any 
tors uf tbc Kast- person or persons to be nominated or appointed in his 
in tlie room of room or Stead, as a director or directors of the 

those wlio shall said East-India Dock Company, shall die, or refuse to 
act’ or * become execution of this act, or shall cease to be a 

disqualified. director or directors of the said East-India Company, 
for the space of two succeeding years, then and in every such case 
the directors of the said East-India Company shall, and they are liereby 
required to nominate and appoint, in such manner as to them shall 
seem right and proper, some other person or persons, out of the Direc- 
tors of the said East-India Company, to be a director or directors of 
the said East-India Dock Company, in the room or stead of the direc- 
tor or directors of the said East-India Dock Company so dying, re- 
fusing to act, or ceasing to be a director or directors of the said East- 
India Company, for the space of two years ; and every person so 

nominated 


• The present Directors ore— 

William AHtcll, Esq., M.P. Edward Parry, Esq. 

Sweuy Tooue, Estp Campbell Mnrjoribanks, Esq. 

\ 2 
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nnminAtcd and appointed shall have the like powcr^ and authorities, 
and shall be subject to the like rules, regulations, and restrictions, 
as the person in whose room or stead he shall be so nominated and 
appointed. 

Rates to be paid for Ships using the Dock. 

(4) And, in consideration of the great charges and expenses which 
the making, building, erecting, and providing of such docks, basons, 
sluices, bridges and other works authorized and intended to be made 
in pursuance of this act as aforesaid, and the supporting, maintaining, 
and keeping of the same in repair for the future, be it fiii tlier enacted, 
that there shall he payable and paid to the said East-India Dock 
Company, or to their collectors, receivers, or agents, for the use of 
the said East-India Dock Company, for every ship or vessel entering 
into and using any dock or docks, bason or basons, or other works to 
be made by virtue of this act, by the master or other person having 
the charge or command of such ship or vessel, or by the owner 
or owners thereof, the several and respective rates following (that 
is to say) — 

For every such ship or vessel (except country ships or vessels here- 
in-after described) entering inwards, and unlo iding her cargo in the 
said docks, and loading her cargo outwards in the said docks, the rate 
or sum of fourteen shillings per ton, according to the register tonnuge 
of such ship or vessel, to be paid within ten days af\er such ship or 
vessel shall be cleared inwards ; 

For every ship or vessel built in the East-Indies (called country 
ships) and navigated by lascars (not less than two-thirds of her crew 
being lascars), entering inwards, and unloading her cargo in the said 
docks, and loading her cargo outwards in the said docks, the rate or 
sum of tw'elve shillings per ton, register tonnage as aforesaid, to be 
paid wdthin ten days after such ship or vessel shall be cleared inwards ; 
the last-mentioned rate being two shillings per ton less than the rate 
on other ships or vessels, in consideration of the expenses of and in 
the maintenance of the lascars whilst such country ships or vessels 
arc unloading : 

For every ship or vessel loading outwards in the said docks, being 
a new ship, or not having upon her last arrival unloaded inwards 
therein, the rate or sum of four shillings per ton, register tonnage 
as aforesaid, to be paid before such ship or vessel shall depart from 
tlie docks. 

In case any such British, or country, or other ship or vessel, having 
unloaded her cargo in the said docks, shall remove from the said 
docks before loading any cargo outwards, and shall not load any 
cargo outwards in the said docks, there shall be allowed and returned, 
in respect thereof, the sum of two shillings out of every such four- 
teen shillings or twelve shillings respectively, to be repaid before 
such ship or vessel shall sail from the said port of London. 


And 
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And ill cascf^uch sliip or vessel shall have completed her regular LAWS. 

number of voyages, or shall not be continued in the £ast-India 

trade, there shall be allowed and returned, in respect thereof, for 3 

the last voyage of such ship or vessel in such East India trade, the c. 12fi, ’ 

sum of four shillings out of every such fourteen shillings or twelve 5 

shillings respectively, to be repaid within one calendar month after 
such ship or vessel shall be removed from the dock. 

And there shall also be payable and paid to the said East-India 
Dock Company, or to their collectors, receivers, or agents, for their 
use, for all goods, wares, and merchandize, imported or brought 
from the East-Indies or China, which shall be landed, unshipped, 
or discharged from on board of any ship or vessel entering into and 
using any of the said intended docks or basons, the East-India 
Company, or by any other owner or owners, consignee or consignees 
of such goods, wares, and merchandize respectively (over and above 
and besides the rates herein before granted and specified) the rate 
following (that is to say) — 

For all goods, wares, and merchandize imported or brought from 
the East Indies or China, or coming from the East-Indies or China, 
and unloaded in the said docks, the rate or sum of two shillings per 
ton (such ton to be estimated and calculated on all goods, wares, 
and merchandize whatever, according to the usual and accustomed 
mode of estimating and calculating tons of goods, wares, and mer- 
chandize by the East-India Company), which rate or sum shall be 
paid in respect of all such goods, wares, and merchandize so im- 
po».ed or brought by or for the said East-India Company, within 
three months after the ship or vessel containing such goods, w^ares, 
or merchandize shall be cleared ; and in respect of all such goods, 
wares, and mcrcliandizc so imported or brought by or for any other 
person or persons, such rate or sum of money shall be deducted 
out of the jiroducc of such goods, wares, and merchandize, at the 
sales thereof, by the receiver of the East-India Company, and shall 
by him he paid over to the collector or receiver for the said East- 
India Company as soon after such sales as the account of such 
privileged or private trade of such goods, wares, and merchandize 
can be made up. 

Which several rates or suras of money shall be accepted and taken 
fur and in satisfaction of the use and convenience of the said docks, 
and all charges and expenses of the navigating, mooring, unmoor- 
ing, removing, and management of such ship or vessel, from her 
arrival at the entrance into the said docks until such ship or vessel 
shall be unloaded and removed from the said docks, and also the 
unloading or unshipping of her cargo and stores within the said 
docks, and also for the loading of her cargo and stores within the 
said docks, together with the use of the light dock for any space of 
time, not exceeding six calendar months from the time of unloiuling 
such ship or vessel, In case there shall be sufficient and convenient 

Y 3 space' 
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LAWS, space for the reception of such ship or vessel in^ucli light dock 
— during such six calendar months ; and all such ratealhall be and are 
43 Geo 3 hereby vested in the said East-India Dock Company, and their suc- 
c, * cessors, executors, administrators, and assigns (holding for the time 
f being shares of the aforesaid capital stock), as their own proper mo- 
nies, for tlie several puq)oscs herein mentioned ; and such several 
rates shall be paid to the officer or officers, or person or persons, 
appointed to collect and receive the same as aforesaid. 

Caravans to be provided bp the East-India Company, 

180^. (d) And, f^r the purpose of preventing frauds being committed 

4 (> Guo. .‘ 1 , on the revenue in the conveyance of goods, wares, and merchandize 
% docks, wharfs, quays, and other works, be it further 

enacted, that the said East-India Company shall, and theyjirc hereby 
required to provide and maintain such and so many covered carts, 
waggons, or caravans, as to them shall seem necessary, for the pur- 
pose of safely conveying all goods, wares, and merchandize, from 
such docks, wharfs, quays, and other works, to the warehouse or 
wareliouses of the said East-India Company ; and all such covered 
carts, waggons, and caravans, shall be provided with such locks and 
keys, and shall be fitted up and secured in such manner as shall be 
approved by the commissioners of his Majesty’s customs for the time 
being, or three or more of them. 

Rate for Wharfage and Loading the Caravans* 

$ 36. (^) And be it further enacted, that in consideration of the costs, 

charges, and expenses of making and maintaining such wharfs and 
quays, and of employing labourers and workmen for the loading or 
placing of goods, wares, and merchandize, in the carts, waggons, or 
caravans herein-mentioned, it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
East-India Dock Company to demand and take, or cause to be de- 
manded and taken, to and for their own use and benefit, of and from 
the East-India Company, or other owner or owners, consignee or con- 
si^ces, of such goods, wares, and merchandize respectively (over 
and above and besides the rates granted and specified in the said re- 
cited act, made in the forty-third year of the reign of his present 
Majesty), for the wharfage of such goods, wares, and merchandize, 
and for loading or placing the same in the carts, waggons, or caravans 
as aforesaid, the rate or sum of two shillings for every ton of such 
goods, wares, and merchandize, such ton to be computed in the 
manner set forth in the said recited act, made in the forty-third year 
of the reign of his present Majesty : and that it shall be lawful for the 
said East-India Company, or their Court of Directors, upon sufficient 
cause being shewn to them, from time to lime to increase the said last- 
mentioned rate in such proportions, not exceeding in the] whole one 
shilling for every ton of such goods, wares, and merchandize, in ad- 
dition to the said rate or sum of two shillings for every ton of such 
goods, wares, and merchandize, as to them shall appear just and 
reasonable : provided always, that nothing herein contained, shall au- 
thorize 
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thorize the East-India Dock Company to moke any chaise, or 
receive any compensation for the labour of landing such goods, wares, 
and merchandize, of the said East-India Company, or those to be de- 
livered into their warehouses ; but such work shall be considered as 
compensated for by the tonnage rate or duty granted by the said last- 
mentioned act. 

East-India (7) And be it further enacted, that in consideration 
Dock Company costs, charges, and expenses of making and 

rates for convey- maintaining such wharfs and quays, and of employing 
ing of goods, &c. labourers and workmen, and for carrying and convey- 
OTdiall be agreed gyeh goods, wares, merchandize, stores, articles, 
matters, and things, to or from the said docks, basons, 
and other works, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said East- 
India Dock Company to demand and take, or cause to be demanded 
and taken, ,to and for their own use and benefit, such rate or rates, or 
sum or sums of money, for the wharfage, and for carrying or con- 
veying such goods, wares, merchandize, stores, or other matters or 
things, or any of them, to or from the said docks and basons, or fur 
any other service as shall be required by the East-India Company, or 
the owners of the East-India Shipping, for the accommodation or 
convenience of the said shipping, as shall be mutually agreed upon 
between the said Company of Proprietors, or their directors, and the 
proprietor or proprietors of such goods, wares, merchandize, stores, 
or other articles, m<atter9, or things, or the said East-India Company, 
or the owners of the East-India Shipping. 

Rates to be paid before Goods delivered* 

(8) And, for more effectually securing to the East- 

to the EttftTndia Company the rates and duties granted and 

IXick Company, made payable to them by two several acts, one passed 

s’ “^tituled 

to bc^^id Mbre “ ^11 Act for the further Improvement of the Port of 

goo<is arc deli- « London, by making Docks and other Works at 

veredtotheown- „ Blackwall, for the Accommodation of the East- 
ers or consignees. . . . . 1 *f . . 

<< India Shipping ui the said Port; and the other, 
passed in the forty-sixth year of the reign of his present Majesty, 
intituled “ An Act for altering and enlarging the powers of an Act 
“ made in the forty-third year of the reign of his present Majesty, 
“ for the further Improvement of the Port of London, by making 
Docks and other Works at Blackwall, for the Accommodation of 
the East-India Shipping in the said Port be it further enacted 
that all the rates and duties by the said acts granted and made pay- 
able to the East-India Dock Company, for or in respect of any goods, 
wares, or merchandize, shall be fully adjusted, settled, and paid to the 
said East-India Dock Company, or their collectors or receivers, hcforc 
such goods, wares, or merchandize, shall he delivered to the owner 
or owners, or consignee or consignees thereof. 
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If Rate5 not paidf Goods to be sent to East-In^ Companfs Ware-’ 
houses to he sold* 

(9) , Provided always, and be it further enacted, that If rates on goods 
in case any aoods, wares, or merchandize, shall be ‘I*'® 

cleared or discharged from any ship or vessel before x>ock Company 
the rates and duties payable to the said East-India before unlomL 
Dock Company in respect of the same shall have been to die'^ast- 
fully discharged, then it shall be lawful for the said IndiaCompany's 
East^lndia Dock Company to cause such goods, wares, wa«bousw to be 

, L ^ , sold, and the rates 

or merchandize, to be sent to and deposited in the shall be deducted 
warehouses of the said United Company, and to be sold from tlic pur< 
under the order and authority of tlie Court of Direc- 
tors of the said Company, on the account of the proper owners 
thereof ; and the rates and duties payable to the said East-India Dock 
Company in respect of the same, and the reasonable expenses of send- 
ing and depositing the same as aforesaid, shall be deducted and paid 
to the said East-India Dock Company, their receivers or collectors, 
in such manner as is directed by the said act of the forty- third year 
of his present Majesty, with respect to the rates or duties thereby 
made payable; any thing hereinbefore contained to the contrary 
thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

Dock Company may buUd Warehouses, Sfc. 

(10) And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the said 
directors, from time to time, by themselves, their deputies, agcnt.s, 
servants, and workmen to build and erect, or cause to be built and 
erected, such and so many warehouses, wharfs, quays, cranes, sheds, 
and engines, as they shall think necessary and proper, along the 
banks of or adjoining, or near the several docks and basons made and 
to be made by virtue of the said recited acts, and in this act, con- 
venient and sufficient for the trade and business of the said docks, for 
both homeward and outward bound ships, and for the landing and dis- 
charging, lading, and shipping of any goods, wares, or merchandize, 
that shall or may at any time or times be legally landed or shipped 
at the said docks. 

Tea and other Goods, 

(11) Provided also, and be it enacted, that it shall 
be lawful to and for the said East-India Company to 
land or cause to be landed any chest or chests of tea, 
or other goods, wares, or merchandize, subject or liable 
%o be weiglied, for the purpose of ascertaining the duty 
or duties to be paid thereon, 'being the property of or 
belonging to the East India Company, or belonging 
to or the property of. any individual or individuals, 
commonly called or known by the name of “ Privileged 
and Private Trade,” or of any other description whatsoever, from any 
sliip Qr ships, vessel or vessels, within the said docks and basons, 
upon the said wharfs and cjuays, or any of them, and to convey the 
s^rne in such covered cart or carts, waggon or waggons, caravan or 

caravans. 
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caravans, and to deposit such chest or chests of tea, and other goods, 
wares, and merchandize, so subject and liable to be weighed as 
aforesaid, in the warehouse or warehouses of the £ast*India Com- 
pany, without such chest or chests of tea, or other such goods, wares, 
or merchandize respectively, being weighed or liable to be weighed 
by any officer of his Majesty’s customs or excise on the landing 
thereof : provided always, that the proper officer or officers of the said 
Kast-India Company shall, and he and tliey is and are hereby required 
to weigh or cause to be weighed every such chest or chests of tea, and 
all such goods, wares, and merchandize, as soon as possible afler the 
same respectively shall be brought into such warehouse or warehouses, 
in the presence of the officer or officers of his Majesty’s customs or 
excise then on duty at such warehouse or warehouses respectively* 

As to Landing, Entering, Bonding, and Sale of Goods. 

For securing (^ 2 ) whcrcas many valuable goods and arti- 

small packages clcs are imported from the East-Indics and China 
in small packages and parcels, and to prevent the loss 
of the same; be it further enacted, that every com- 
mander of a ship or vessel in the employ of the said United Company, 
or engaged in private trade, shall, within ten days next aflcr he shall 
leave his last consigned port in the £ast<Indies or China, in the pre- 
sence of two or more of the officers of such ship or vessel, collect all 
such small packages and parcels, and cause the same to be put into 
a case or cases respectively containing not less than six cubical feet, 
and cause the contents of every such case to be marked on the outside 
tl.^reof, and that a register of every such transaction shall be entered 
in the log-book, and a copy thereof annexed to the manifest delivered 
at the Custom-House; and that every case containing such small 
packages and parcels shall be sent to the £ast-India Company’s ware- 
houses in the order and condition hereinbefore described ; and every 
commander neglecting to put any small package or parcel into such 
case as aforesaid, shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay a sum 
not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

(13) And be it further enacted, that in case any 
goods, wares, or merchandize, the produce of any place 
or places within the limits of the East-lndia Company’s 
charter, shall be brought into any of the said docks or 
basons, on board of any ship or vessel, and shall not 
be duly entered at the Custom-House in London, and also at such 
other office of his Majesty’s revenue as shall be required by law, within 
seven days next after the ship or vessel importing the said goods, w^arcs, 
or merchandize shall have entered the said inner dock, then and in 
every such case the directors of the United Company of Merchants 
of England, trading to the East-Indies, or some officer or officers 
appointed by them for that purpose, shall, and they are hereby required, 
on the next ensuing day (not being a Sunday, Christnias-day, or Good 
Friday, or a day appointed by his Majesty's proclamation for the pur- 
pose of a general fast or thanksgiving) to cause such goods, warce, 

or 
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I.AWS. or merchandize to be duly entered at the Custom-House, or other 
proper revenue officer, and thereupon to give security according to law 
for the payment of the duties to which the same shall be subject. 

1814. (14) And be it further enacted, that all ships and Goods bonded, 

vessels arriving in the said inner dock shall be cleared ***^ht^^*^*^ 

$ 15/ and dischaiged with all convenient speed, and all landed, to bo 
goods, wares, and merchandize imported in private sent to tlie East- 
tradj|. which shall be landed therefrom, and which shall wLehouses.*'— * 
be mided by the said United Company as aforesaid, or Application of 
otherwise howsoever, and which are prohibited goods, 
shall, without loss of time (unless the contrary shall be EosuIndiuCom- 
ordered by the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s s®**^** 
treasury, or any three or more of them, as hereinafter mentioned), be 
sent to and deposited in the warehouses of the said United Company, 
who shall account to the said East-India Dock Company for the 
rates and duties payable to them in respect of the same ; and sucli 
goods, wares, and merchandize shall be sold, under the order and 
authority of the Court of Directors of the said United Company, on 
account of the proper owners thereof, and the duties of customs and 
excise, and the rates, charges, and expenses payable to the said East- 
India Dock Company, in respect of the same, shall be deducted and 
paid to die proper officers of his Majesty’s revenue, and to the said 
East-India Dock Company, their receivers or collectors, by the said 
United Company ; provided always, that the said United Company 
shall not be or be deemed liable to the payment of any freight for 
any such goods, wares, or merchandize, so deposited in their ware- 
houses, beyond the nett proceeds of such goods, wares, and merchan- , 
dize, on sucli sale as aforesaid, after retaining and defraying the ware- 
house rent, costs and charges of landing, sale and management, the 
dock dues and duties payable to his Majesty in respect thereof; and 
the master and owner or owners of any vessel from which any such 
gdbds, wares, or merchandize shall have been landed, shall have the 
same lien upon such nett proceeds of such goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, for the freight thereof, as they shall have been entitled to upon 
the same goods, wares, and merchandize, before the landing thereof, 
or if he or they shall give notice in writing of his or their claim or 
lien before such nett proceeds shall have been paid over to the con- 
signees or owners of such goods, wares, or merchandize. 

§ 16. (15) And be it further enacted, that the said United East-lndiaCom- 

Company shall, and they are hereby required, at their 
own proper costs and charges, to provide proper and landtil. 
sufficient caravans or carriages, lighters or craft, with 
sufficient servants or workmen ready to remove or carry away any 
goods, wares, and merchandize, to be deposited in their warehouses 
when and as soon as the same shall be landed in the discharge of any 
ship or vessel in the said inner dock, and to cause all such goods, 
wares, and merchandize to be forthwith removed and carried away 
accordingly. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


By the charter of King William^ granted in 1698, the 
Company are required to maintain ministers in India; and 
it is likewise provided, that no such minister shall be sent 
out until he shall have been approved of by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, or the Bishop of London, for the time 
being. It is under this restriction that the Court of Directors 
have, from time to time, nominated chaplains to their several 
presidencies of Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Prince of Wales* 
Island, St. Helena, and to their factory in China. At that 
period it was required that all ministers sent to reside in India 
should learn within one year of their arrival the Portuguese 
language, and should apply themselves to learn the native 
language of the country where they might reside, the better 
to enable them to instruct the Gentoos, servants of the Com- 
pany, in the Protestant religion. 

As the period approached when the renewal of the Com- 
pany’s exclusive privileges came under the consideration of 
Parliament in 1813, petitions from various parts of the kingdom 
were presented to the Legislature, praying that provision 
might be made for the resort to India of missionaries) and 
other persons, who might be desirous of proceeding to that 
country, for the purpose of introducing amongst the natives 
useful knowledge and religious and moral improvement. 

Amongst the resolutions submitted by Loi:d Castlereagli to 
tlic House of Commons, in 1813, there was one declaring it to 
be expedient that the church establishment, in the British terri- 
tories in the East-Indies, should be placed under the superin- 
tendance of a bishop and three archdeacons ; and that a<lcquatc 

provision 
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provision should be made from the territorial revenues ^ of 
India for their maintenance. It was at the same time 
remarked, that provision ought to be made for the main- 
tenance of some members of the Scotcli church. On an 
assurance that every disposition would be shewn by the East- 
India Company to support the Scotch church in India, the 
proposed resolution was agreed to. The 49th and four fol- 
lowing sections of the 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155, were accordingly 
passed, providing that should his Majesty be pleased, by his 
letters-patent under the great seal, to erect, found, and consti- 
tute one bishoprick for the whole of the British territories in the 
East-Indies, and three archdeaconries, certain salaries should be 
paid out of the revenues at a specified rate of exchange, to 
commence from the time the parties respectively take upon 
them their several offices. 

The letters-patent were accordingly issued on the 2d May 
1814, by which the British territories in India were consti- 
tuted and ordained to be a Bisiiop\s Sec, to be called the 
Bishoprick of Calcutta ; and to be subject and subordinate 
to the Archiepiscopal Sec of Canterbury, in the same manner 
as any bishop of any see within the province of Canterbury, 
except in the matter of appeals from judgments, decrees, 
and sentences pronounced by the Bisnoi* of Cai.cutta. The 
bishop has full power to confer the orders of deacon and 
priest, and to perforin all the other functions peculiar to a 
bishop, and by himself, or by his commissary or commissaries 
to exercise jurisdiction, spiritual and ecclesiastical, in and 
throughout the see and diocese, according to the ecclesias- 
tical laws of England ; and to grant licence to officiate to all 
ministers and chaplains of all the churches or chapels, or 
other places within the diocese wherein divine service may 
be performed, and to visit such ministers with all manner of 
jurisdiction, power, and coercion ecclesiastical, that may be 
requisite. And for aiding the bishop an archdeaconry is 
established at the three presidencies of Fort William, Fort 
St. George, and Bombay, subject and subordinate to the 
Bishop’s see. The archdeacon is appointed the commissary 
of the bishop within each archdeaconry. After ihe death of 
either of the said archdeacons, the bishop is invested with ptiwcr 

Ui 
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to collate to the office of archdeacon^ in all times to corner any 
priest, being one of the Company ''s chaplains resident in 
India. In the event of the death of the bishop, the functions, 
of the see are to be exercised, as far as by' law they may be, 
by the Archdeacon of Calcutta; or in the case of a vacancy of 
the said archdeaconry, then by the Archdeacon of Madras, 
or the Archdeacon of Bombay, or by two clergymen of the 
church of England, resident w'ithin the diocese, sis may be 
directed by the governor-general in council. During a var- 
cancy of either of the archdeacons, and till the bishop shall 
collate a successor, the duties are to be performed by one 
of the chaplains of the presidency ; and if no chaplain be 
there, then by a discreet minister in priest’s orders of the 
church of England, to be nominated by the governor in 
council of the presidency. The Court of Directors, their 
respective governments, and others, are to aid and assist the 
bishop and archdeacons in the execution of these premises. 
Tlie bishop is to ap]K>int a registrar at each presidency. All mat- 
ters arc to be judicially examined and proceeded in bef5:)re 
the bishop, or his commissary or commissaries. The judges of 
the Supreme Court at Calcutta, and the members of council 
there, are constituted the King’s commissioners delegate, to 
hear appeals, any three of whom, one being a judge of the 
Supreme Court, have power finally to decide and determine 
such appeals in us ample manner and form as the commis- 
sioners appointed under the great seal, by virtue of the statute 
of the twenty-fifth of Henry VIII. : one of the judges con- 
curring in the decision on any appeal. 

If any archdeacon or chaplain be deprived of his office, or 
be suspended therefrom, or subjected to ecclesiastical punish- 
ment, or censure, a copy of the sentence promulgated is to be 
transmitted by the bishop, or his commissaries, to the Govern- 
ment. The supreme courts at Calcutta, Madras, and Bom- 
bay, have the power of interference by writ of prohibition or 
mandamus. 

The provisions of the several charters wherebj^ ecclesias- 
tical jurisdiction is given to the said Courts of Judicature 
and Uecordcr’s Court respectively, so far as the same does 
not appertain to ihe correction of clerks or the spiritual su- 

pcrintendaiice 



pefl 9 te^igtnce^«ccl 4 dbsticftlf>ersonsy are not tepeitl^, vi^e4> 
or attejfed. ' The bi$hbp and archdeacons are» respectively, hef- 
dies cprpoirBtef and en^wered to hold lands,- apd the bishop is 
to ha?e a corporate seal. The powers of the several governments 
asW the residence of persons in India, are not in any way 
. .obil^c^ed- or limited by the letten^patent. The power of recal- 
ing>the bishop is vested in tlte King. Tlie resignation of the 
bishop is to be by instrument under his hand and seal, deli- 
vered to the King’s commissioner delegate, and to be by him 
accepted and registered ; the resignation of the archdeacons and 
their successors, by a like instrument, delivered to the Bishop 
of Calcutta, for the time being. The honSL fide expenses of 
the bishop’s visitation to the several presidencies in his diocese 
mre borne by the Company. Although the bishop has poorer 
to grant license to ministers to officiate, it does not appear 
that his Lordship has power to appoint, at his discretion, die 
Company’s chaplains to particular stations in his diocese. 
In 1821, a correspondence took place between the Supreme 
Government and the Government of Madras, at the instance 
of the Bishop of Calcutta, as to the establishment of a Con- 
sistorial Court at the latter presidency, and also at Bombay. 
The legal opinions obtained in Bengal were in support of 
such right; for although the term consistory courts does not 
occur in die letters-patent, a jurisdiction is given to the bishop 
and his commissaries to act in such a manner as constitutes 
them' judges with veiy great powers, which cannot be exer- 
cised except in a court; and the Consistory Court is defined 
to be the court, Christian or Spiritual Court, which every 
bishop has, and which is held before his chancellor or his 
commissary, for all ecclesiastical causes within his diocese. 
TIk authorities referred to in this country entirely concurred 
in the opinions given at Calcutta. The jurisdiction, although 
limited in its nature, must be exercised judicially in all grave 
nmtters'of correction; the consequences to individuals may be 
fd* the most serious nature, as the power of the bishop or his 
cionmiissary extends to deprivation ; and the proceedings must 
eoneequendy be had t» carta, and not tin camera. 

The Reverend Dr. Middleton was the first bi^op nominated 

in 
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in tjbe lettiecckpntent. Hift Lordship proceeded to lBdiiit'’m 
1814) and died on the 8 tfai.J|dy 1822. 

His successor,, the Reverend Dr. Heber,. wos i^pointed cm 
the 14th May 1823, and proceeded to Calcutta in-^at year. 
The archdeacons nominated by the Jetters-patent pere 
The Reverend Henry Lloyd Ijoring, Calcutta ; ■ 


The Reverend John Mousley, Madras; ^ 

The Reverend John Barnes,.... Bombay. 


Mr. Loring died in September 1822, and was succeeded by 
the present archdeacon, the Reverend Dr. Corrie, in' De> 
cember 1823. 

. Mr. Mousley died in August 1819, and was succeeded the 
present archdeacon, the Reverend £. 'Vaughan. 

The Reverend J. Barnes retained the office of Archdeacon 
of Bombay in 1825, but there is reason to believe that Mr. 
Barnes is on his way to Europe. 

The salary of the bishop is fixed at £ 5,000 per annum. 

The salaries of the archdeacons ^,000 per annum each. 
T'he salaries commence from taking office. The bishop and 
archdeacons arc respectively entitled to pa.ssage-money and 
p nsions . — {Vide Salaries, Passage-Money, Pension, 8 tc.) - 

The respective chaplains at the several presidencies are ap- 
pointed by the Court of Directors ; they lure divided into two 
classes, viz. senior and junior : each chaplain, after eighteen 
years’ service in India (ten of which at a military station), in- 
cluding three years for one furlough, is allowed to retire wi(h 
die pay of major. 

After eighteen years’ service in China, including three years*' 
furlough, £200 per annum. 

After ten years’ service in India, and ill-hcalth not permitting 
a continuance in the service, the half-pay of major ; after seven 
years’, the half-pay of captain. 

It has already been observed, that the attention of the Com- 
pany would be given to the appointment of Scotch chaplains, 
the Court of Directors have accordingly nominated two clergy- 
men of the Church of Scotland to each of the presidmunes of 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. 

Doubts having arisen as to the validity of .marriages so- 
lemnized within the British territories in India by ordained 

ministers 



LAWS. 
Ch. Wm.3 


1813. 

5.3 Gfso. .3, 
£. \5h^ 

5 49. 
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ministers of the Church of Scotland, as by law establish- 
ah act* was' passed in June 1818, declaring timt all 
niaoriages solemnized in India before the 31st December; of 
tbftt year by such ministers, shonld be of the same force as if 
^leinnized by clergymen of the Church of England ; and after 
period, if solemnized by memliers of the Church of Scot- 
land, appointed chaplains by the East-India Company, the 
parties to sign a declaration that they, or hej| or she, ^ the, 
case may be, are, or is members or member of the Sc(»tch 
Church. The minister is to certify the marriage, and to de-, 
liver a duplfcdte of the certificate to the party, and transmit 
another to the secretaiy at the presidency. 

LAWS. 

Approval of Chcrplaii^^by Archbishop of Canterhurp^ or Bishop of 

Lorulon, 

(1) And moreover no minister shall be ' sent hy the Company to the 
East-Indies, or other the partis withirt the limits aforesaid, until he 
shall have Iwen first approved of hy the Archbishop of Canterhurp^ or 
the Bishop of London^ for the time being, all which said ministers sis 
to be sent, shall bef entertained from time to time with all due respect. 

' Bishoprick in India. 

{2) And whereas no sufficient provision hath hither- It’ a bishop anil 
to niade for the maintenance and support of a "[f'*'*** "- 

' ; « , , ‘ » cons Miall he €*s- 

cliurc^ establishment in the British territories in the tablished in in. 
East-Ipdics and other parts within the limits of the ^ 

said Company’s Charter, be it therefore enacted, that their 

in case it shall please his Majesty, by his royal let- saluriestolxipaid 
tei^patcnt under the great seal of the said United *»y f 
Kingdom, to erect, found, and constitute, one bishoprick for (he 
whole of the said British territories in the East-lndios, and parts 
aforesaid ; one archdeaconry for the presidency of Fort-William in 
Bengal ; one archdeaconry for the presidency of Fort St. George on 
the coast of Coromandel ; and one archdeaednry for the presidency 
and island of Bombay, on the coast of Malabar ; and from time to 
t|me nominate and appoint a bishop^ and archdeacons to such 
bi^fippricfc and archdeaconries xespectiv^ly ; the Court of Directors of 
the said Company, during such Urncos the said territorial acquisitions 
shall remain in tlie possession of the said Company, shall, and they 
are hereby «requiied to direct. and cause to be.paid, certain established 
salftries to^ch bishop and archdeacons respectively ; that is to say, 
from and out bfi tho revenues of the said presidency of Fort- William, 
in Bengal, to the said bishop, five thousand poiintls by the year, at 

an 
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and tp each of the arcbdcacops^^o pounds by the year.-Klife Sala- laws. 

Ties, .p. 610.) ■■ . 

Bidibp to hsfe (6) BeitfMeted, that f|ach bishop shall not havd or use « 

SicSSSpt^ tay jurtsdielioii^ ore^^^^ 

such as may be soever> mther in the East-Indies or elsewhere, but only §49. 

limited' by snoh junsdictiPU and functions as shall or may from time to § 51. 

patent. .. limfted to by his Majesty, letter»ftttent| 

under the great seal of the United Kingdom. 

His Mmef^ty may (i) Bp it enacted, :tbat It i^l and may be hn^l for his § 52. 
b^ kiters^pate^^^ Majesty, from time to time, if he shtll think fit, by hb lettei^ 

such cccles^ticd fmtent under the great seal of tiie said United Kingd^, to 

jurisdictidn as he grant to such bishop SO to be dominated and appointitd as 

may think ncccs- aforesaid, such ecelesiastical jurisdiction, and^theeaetifise of 

such epiaebpal functions, within the East-Indies and pairts 
aforesaid, as his Majesty shall think necessary for the administering holy cere- 
monies, and for the superintendance and good government of the ministers of 
the Church Establishment within the East-Indies and parts aforesaid; any law, 
charter, or other matter or thing to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Warrant for let. (5) Be it enacted, that when and as often as it shall jdeasc § f*?. 
countSn^ **“ Majesty to issue any letta«i>atent respecting 
the President of the bishoprick or archdeaconry as^aforesaid, or for the nomina- 
Board. tion or appointment of any person thereto, the warrant for 

the bill in every such case shall be countersigned by the President of the Boi^^ 
of Commissioners for the Affmrs of India. 


Residence and Expense of Bishop's Fisiiation. 

(.>) Be it enacted, that it shall and maybe lawful for the saidCeg^ny, lB24-r>. 
and they are hereby required to provide a suitable house at Calcutta fer the 
residence of the said Bishop,' and that theexpcihse of the visitations to be made ^ ' 
by the said bishop from time to time shall be defrayed by the said Company, 
out of the revenues of the British territories in India; provided always, that 
no greater sum on account of providing such house or of such visitations be 
at any time issued, than shall from time to time be defined and settled by the 
Courfe>of Directors of the said Company, with the approbation of the Cpl^is- 
sioners for the Affiiirs of India, any law or statute to the contrary niHwith- 
standing. 

(7) And whereas doubts have arisen whether the Bishop of Calcutta, in 
conferring holy orders, is subject to the several provisions and limitations 
established by the laws of this realm, or canons ecclesiastical, as to the titles 
of the persons to be ordained, and ns to the oaths and subscriptions to be by 
such persons taken and made ; be it further declared and enacted, that it shall 
and may be lawful for the Bishop of Calieutta for the time being to admit into 
the holy orders of deacon and priest, resroetivaly, any person whom he sbal^ 
upon examinatioit, deem duly qualified, t^^daliy for the purpose of taking upon 
himself the cureoflbuls, or ofiiciating in any spiritual capacity within the limits 
of the said diocese of Calcutta, and resitting therein ; and that a declaration 
of such purpose, and a written engagement to perform the same, under the 
hand of such pmon, being deposited in the hands of such bishop, shall be held 
to be a suflicient title with a view to such ordination ; and that in every such 
case it shall be distinctly ittated, in the letters of oltiination of every person so 

admitted 
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LAWS, admittc^ jprdcrs, that he haji te(^ia pruned fo^* the cure of souls within 

the lim^ of the said diocese of Calcutta ohiy j and that imlesa such p&^u 

6^Gra.4 Wa^BHtish subject, of or ^longing tb tjie Unhid Kingdom of Great 
^ c. 71 / * Britain and Ireland, lie shattuot. be requiced.lp take aad Joahe the oplhs and 
subscriptions which persons ordained in Kbgland; ibo required to take and 
make$ provided always^ that nothing herein contained ahall be construed to 
repeal br a^tthe proVisions of an act passed m thr.^yrthW yoar*of 
reign of - his late Mqjesty King George the Thirds, or any letters^atent issued 
by bis Jate Majesty, or by his present Majesty, tli^r heirs and successors, in 
virtue of the said pet, or of their lawful prerogative. 


IlLECTION OF DIRiiCTORS. 

I^BViousLY to the year 1773 the twenty-four directors were 
elect^ eveiT year. It was considered that this mode of electing 
and (goosing directors had not answered the good purposes 
intended by such measure, but tlut, on the conti’ary, by limiting 
the duration of their office to so short a time, the authority of 
the Court of Directors was weakened, and instability produced 
in the councils and measures of the Company. The act of 
13 Geo. Ill, cap. 63, was accordingly passed, which provides 
that, instead of twenty-four directors being chosen at the then 
yn8 iik% election fiir one year, six should be chosen for four 
years, six for three, six for two, and six for one year; after 
which, at every anniml election during tlie continuance of die 
charter, six new directors are to be chosen, and to continue to be 
directors foi the term of four years and tfo longer ; which period 
was Ip .be. ^counted from the day in which the elecdon of such 
direcl^rs was respet^tjvely made; and in case the offied and 
auth9rity of any such director becomes void by death, removal, 
or otherwise, another is to be chosen from time to time in his 
place, to serve asa diredtor during 'the ^ remainder of such term 
for which the pefoon , whose office shall have become void was 
chosen and ttb longer. As the day of election, in the year 1777, 
would have fkHen on Sundays |he 17th Geo. Ill, cap. 8^ was 
passed, under which act d>e getfe'cal election of six directors, 
for four years, is to be, miulifop the second Wednesday in the 
inou^ of April in each year, instead of die samd'^being made on 
the exact day of the expiratipn of the term of four years. 

The by-laws ordain that previous to every annual election, 
seven months’ notice thereof shall be given, and. two. printed 
lists the tiipmes of ^ie members who appear qualified to vote 

. t-i- shall 
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shall ^ ’ the jSrit, at 

and tba aecm^&iirti^n}^ pf electibii,:>:a^( 

is likewise^t^^ bb publ^^^ thi% days before the annual 
tioh of directors,; cd^ nami^ of such yroprfeto^s 

qualified agreeabljr.t%;l^)v,,,aa shall signify in writiiig . to thb, 
secretary their desire * of becoming candidates for the dii^ctioh, 
thirty-tWo days before such annual election. No Kst ^^ven'af 
such ballot is to contain moife than six names of persons/ iujy 
qualified to be directors. ^ ^ 

Whenever a vacancy occurs in the place of a director, 
another is to be chosen iahis room within a period not exceed- 
ing forty days' after the declaration bf the vacancy, ten days, 
notice being given of tlie day of election. It has already been 
noticed^ under the head Court of Directors, that no person is 
qualified for a director who does not possess two thousand 
pounds stock, and that every person who may be elected is to 
take the prescribed oath within ten days after siich election, 
or his election is to become void. 


LAWS. 

Annual JLlcction to he second Wednesday in April. 

OvniTiil (1) And whereas the day of election of directors iu 

thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
WediuMlay, seven, according to the said recited act, w^ill hap|)en 
Sunday, the tliirtecnth day of April, one tliousind^ 
flections on the scvcn hundred and seventy-seven ; but it is highly im- 
second Wi^ncs- proper that such election should be made on a Suiidiqr, 
dn} in April. expedient that the like impropriety should be 

prevented in future; be it therefore* enacted by the King's moat 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this pr^nt' ParliameBt 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that, instead of the sajd 
general flection of six directors , of thd said,lJulted Compadiy, in tho 
said year one thousand seven hundred and sevei:\ty-sev^. for ^bc term 
of four years, . being made on Sunday/ .tl'c said thirteenth day of 
April, one thousand seven hundred mid sevepty-soven, the same elec- 
tion shall be rpadc. on Wednesday, the sixteenth day of the same 
month of April ; and in ^respect to all future annual elec^'ons of 
directors of the said United Company, instead of the sanie being 
made on the exact day of the expiration of the term for which the 
former directors were elected, in pursuance of the said recited act, 
such future annual general elections of directors of tiie said United 

z 2 Company 
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1777 , 

17 Ueo. 3, 
c- S, § 1. 
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LAWS. Company Bhall be made on the second Wednesday in the month of 

April in every year. 

Six Directors to be chosen annually • 

1773. (2) At every subsequent election, during the con- By 17 Geo. s, 

'c C3 § 1 ***''^®*'c® charter of the said United CompOify, 

* six new directors shall be chosen, and shall continue to to the second 
be directors for the term of four years, and no longer, Wednesday m 
to be accounted from the day on which the election 
of such directors was respectively made ; and in case the office and 
authority of any such director shall become void by death, removal 
or otherwise, another shall be chosen from time to time, in his place, 
to serve as a director during the remainder of such term for which 
the person whose office shall have become void was chosen, and no 
longer. 

Persons udIio have held Office in India to be resident two Years in England. 

§ 2. (3) And it is hereby further enacted, that no person No person em- 

or persons whatsoever, employed in any civil or mili- pjoyed 
tary station, office, or capacity whatsoever, in the East- ^ dioscn a di- 

Indies, or claiming or exercising any power, authority, rector, until h« 

or jurisdiction therein, shall be capable of being ap- in 

pointed or chosen into the office of director until such land for two 
person or persons shall have returned to and been re- y*^*^”* 
sident in England for the space of two years ; any law or usage to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

BYLAWS. 

Seven Months' Notice to be given annual Election* . 

By-Laws. Item^ it is ordained, that previous to every annual election of dfo 

^ rectors, at least seven months’ public notice shall be given thereof ; 

‘ ^ * and tw'o printed lists of the names of the members who appear quali- 

fied to vote shall be ready to be delivered, the first at least five montlis, 
and the second at least fourteen days before the day of election# 

List of Candidates to be published thirty Days before Election* 

^ G. a list shall be published thirty days before the annual election 

of Directors, containing the names of such proprietors, qualified 
agreeable to law, as shall signify in writing, to the secretary^ tlieir 
desire of becoming candidates for the direction thirty-two days before 
such annual election. 

List (f the Ballot not to contain more than six Names. 

§ 7 . That in all elections to be annually made of six directors for four 
years, in pursuance of the act of Parliament of the 13th year of his 
Majesty King George III, cap. 63, each proprietor voting shall give 

in 
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in a list, containing not more than six names of persons duly quali- . Bv Laws. 

fied to be directors ; and if any list shall contain the names of more 

than six persons duly qualified, every such list shall be totally ^ 
rejected. 

No List to be received after Glass fnally sealed. 

That no list shall be received for any election after the glass is § 2. 
finally sealed up according to the time prefixed. 

On equality of Votes for Directors Lots to be draxjon. 

Tliat if, upon the scrutiny for directors, any two or more persons § 3. 
qualified shall have an equal number of votes, the election in such 
cases, shall be determined by drawing lots in the General Court in 
which such scrutiny shall be reported. 

Mistakes in NanieSt Scrutineers to determine. 

That if, on the scrutiny, two or more persons qualified for the § 
same office have the same Christian and surnames, and arc not dis- 
tinguished by their additions ; or if a wTong Christian name in any 
list is placed to a surname, when but one person of that surname is 
qualified ; or literal mistakes arc made in Christian or surnames : in 
every of the said cases, the majority of the scrutineers may deter- 
mine the person or persona so intended ; but in case of the scruti- 
neers being equally divided, the question shall be decided by drawing 
lots. 

Votes obtained by indirect Means render incapable of Office. 

That if any member of this Company shall by menaces or pro- 
niiscs, collusive transfer or transfers of stock, by any fee, present, 
reward, or remuneration, under the pica of defraying travelling 
expenses, or under any other plea or pretence whatsoever, directly 
or indirectly, obtain or endeavour to obtain, any vote for the election 
of himself, or any other, to be a director, and be declared guilty there- 
of at a General Court to be called for that purpose, such person shall 
be incapable thereafter of holding any office, the (qualification for which 
is subject to the regulation of the General Court, and if a dkec- 
tor, be further liable to be removed from his office. 


:: ;1 
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EXK("UTOUS AND ADMINISTRATORS IN 
INDIA. 


The administration to estates of persons dyinfif in tin* 
East-Indies, is regulated by tlie acts of the 39tli and 40th 
Geo. Ill, cap. 79, and by the 55th Geo. Ill, cap 84?. An act 
was also passed in 182.5, 6th Geo. IV, cap. 61, regulating 
the distribution of the effects of officers and soliliers tlying in 
service, and the receipt of sums due to soldiers without taking 
out letters of administration. 


L A W 8. 

Registrar of Ecclesiastical Court to apply for Letters of Administration, 

LAWS. (1) And whereas great inconveniencics have arisen r mm Man h i , 

from the practice of granting letters of administration wlin»c\cr 

:i9^an?40 by the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort jl” t 
Geo. 3, William aforesaid, in cases where the next of kin, or within uither ot 
c. 79, § 21. creditors of the deceased, do not apply for 

the same, to persons calling themselves friends of the tt rriu)rii*s, ami no 
deceased ; be it therefore further enacted, that, Irom km or 

and after the first day of Marcfi, which will he in the Ihc 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and one, «>f the rct lesiM'.- 
whenever any British subject shall die intestate within *ppivXr 
either of the presidencic.^ of Fort William, Fort Saint of a(^lnini^fla- 
(leorge, or Bombay, or the territories subordinate 

.7 ’ , . , , collict Ihi* asM-ts 

to cither of the said presidencies, or to become subor- 

dinate thereto, and on return of the citation to be a‘»l *>ring them 

issued from the proper ecclesiastical court, no next of 

kin or creditor shall appear and make out their claim 

to the admini.stration of the effects of the intestate deceased, to the 

satisfaction of the said court, it .shall and may be lawful for the register 

of such court rcspcctivebs and he is hereby reijuired to apply for, 

and such court is hereby recjuired and directed to grant such letters 

ad coll igenddj or of administration, as to such court shall seem meet, 

by virtue whereof such register shall collect the assets of the deceased, 

and shall bring tlicm for safe custody into such court, and account 

for 
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f(>r tlicm regularly, in like manner as he is now by law provided in 
cases where assets are vested in the hands of* any officer of the court, 
under or by virtue of the equitable juris<liction of any such court, 
\VlK*ri any mxt (r>) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
of km or ‘‘•'•‘‘li- .|,,y of kin or cieditor, who, at the lime 

have iKi-n alisfiit, of the return of the above citation, shall have been 


shall inako out 
his cl.iiin, iIk* 
letters oi‘ admi- 
nistration to the 
re;]jister shall he 
recalled, and let- 
ters granted to 
the clainiunt. 


absent in Europe or elsewhere, sludl make and establish 
their claim to the administration of the assets of such 
intestate, the letters ad coUh^enday or of administration, 
granted by virtue of this act to tlie said register, shall 
be recalled, and adniitiistration in due form granted to 
such next of kin or creditor res[>ectively. 


LAWS. 


Ihro 

39 and 40 
tico. 3, 
c. 7 ‘.h § 2‘i. 


Letters of Administration to Attornies or Executors,, 

(S) And wliercds by an act passed in tlie tliirty-ninth and fortieth 
year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for 
establishing further Regulations for the Government of the Rritish ' ^ 
territories in India, and for the better Administration of Justice within 
the same,” it was enacted among other things, that whenever any 
Rritish subjects should die intestate, within either of the presidencies 
o(* Fort-William, I'ort St, Cieorge, or Bombay, or the territories sub- 
ordinate or to become subordinate thereto, and on return of the cita- 
tion to he issued from the proper Ecclesiastical Court, no next of kin 
or creditor slioiild appear and make out their claim to the administra- 
tic . of the cd’ects of the intestate to the satisfaction of the said court, 
it should and miglit he lawlul for the registrar of such court, and he 
was thereby reipiired to apply for, and such court was thereby directed 
to grant, letters ad colliocnduy or of administration, to such registrar, 
in manner as the said act set fortli ; and whereas the said act doth 
not expressly provide Ibr the cases of executors or administrators, or 
ptTsons eiitillcd to administration, as herein-after mentioned, not 
resident witliin the jurisdiction ol sucli courts, who may have appointed 
attornies resilient or being therein ; and if hatli hi en ilouhted whether 
the said courts were not reipiired under the said act, to grant letters 
ad coUi^rndiiy or of administration, to their registrars, in preference to 
attornies so appointed ; and it is fit tliat such doubts be removed ; 
be it therefore enacted and declared, that when the executor or 
administrator lawfully appointed, or the person entitled to adminis- 
tration as next oi’ kin or residuary legatee w itli the will annexed, of 
any person deceased, whose elfects shall be subject to the jurisdic- 
lioii of any of the said courts in respect to the granting of administra- 
tion, not being resident within the jurisdiction of such court, vshall 
have appointed or .sluill hereal’ter appoint, cither by power of attorney 
under seal, or by any other suHieient authority^ to he shewn to the 
satisfaction of the said court, any jierson or persons resident or being 
within such jurisdiction to act for such executor or administrator, or 
person entitled to administration as aforesaid, in collecting or adniinis- 

/ I tering 
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LAWS, taring in any manner the effects of the deceased, the person or persons 
— so appointed shali be entitled to obtain letters ad coUigenda^ or of 
55 Geo. 2, administration, either general or special, as the tenor of such authority 
c. 84, and the nature of the case may require, preferably to the registrar of 

^ such court, and all other persons to whom such executor or adminis- 

trator, or persons entitled as aforesaid, would have had a preferable 
claim, if personally resident within the jurisdiction of the said court. 

Making void Letters of Administration to Registrar, 

5 a. (4) And be it further enacted, that where any such letters ad colli- 
genday or of administration, shall have been granted to the registrar of 
such court, and application shall be afterwards made by any person 
or persons so appointed as aforesaid for the revocation thereof, in 
order to grant other letters to such person of persons, the letters so 
granted to such registrar shall be revoked, unless it shall appear to the 
said court that there has been unreasonable delay, either in the 
transmission of the authority under which such application is made, 
or in making such application : provided always, that when any letters 
ad colligenduy or of administration, shall have been actually granted to 
the, registrar of any such court by virtue of the act herein-before 
recited, and shall be revoked on the application of such attorney or 
attornies as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for such court, if they shall 
think fit, to direct that the whole or part of any commission, in respect 
to the administration of assets w^hich may arise or become due by 
virtue of any reasonable custom, obtaining witliin the jurisdiction of 
such court, shall be allowed to such registrar out of any assets which 
may have come to his hands, regard being had to the trouble and 
responsibility actually incurred, and to the service rendered by the 
said registrar in the collection of such assets : provided, also, tliat 
nothing in this act contained shall be construed to render necessary 
the taking out of letters ad coUigenday or of administration, from any 
of the courts aforesaid, by any such attorney or attornies, otherwise 
than it would have been if this act had not been made ; and that no 
claim or right to any such commission in respect of administration of 
elFects as aforesaid, shall be deemed to accrue to any such attorney or 
attornies by reason of letters ad coUigenduy or administration, taken 
out by him or them in virtue of such authority as aforesaid, nor any 
other or further commission than would have been payable to him or 
them as agents, cither according to the usual and reasonable rates of 
such an agency, or by special agreement. 

§ 4. (5) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that Not to affect 

this act shall not, nor shall any thing herein contained, ^nUdlrto 
in anywise prejudice or affect the rights, claims, actions, iirobatcsof wiiu 
suits, or appeals of any person or persons being cn- 
titled to or claiming to be entitled, either as principal soils sMl 
or principals, attorney or attornies, to the probate or l*avo di«l before 

probates 
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Uie pafisin/f of probates of any will or wills, codicil or codicils, or LAWS, 
this act, &c. letters ad colligenda^ or of administration, of the goods, 
chattels, and effects of any person or persons who sliall have died 55 Oio. 3, 
before the passing of this act ; nor the rights, claims, actions, suits, 
or appeals of any person or persons claiming or suing, or to claim or ^ 

sue for the recall or repeal of any letters ad colligenday or of adminis- 
tration, granted of the goods, chattels, or effects of any person or 
persons who shall have died before the passing of this act, which may 
have been or shall be granted to any such registrar as herein-before 
mentioned: nor to the rights, claims, actions, suits, or appeals of 
any person or persons claiming or to claim as executors, legatees, or 
next of kin of any person or persons who shall have died before the 
passing of this act, in any way relating to the goods, chattels, pro- 
perty, estate, or effects of such deceased person or persons, or to the 
transactions, acts, deeds, neglects, defaults, intermeddlings, or ac- 
counts of any such registrar relating to any such goods, chattels, 
property, estate, or effects, or under or by pretence of any letters 
ad coLligenda^ or of administration, which may have been granted to 
him ; nor in any way to entitle any such registrar to any commission, 
compensation, or allowance in respect of any thing done or to be 
done by him in relation to the goods, chattels, debts, credits, estate, 
or effects of any person or persons who shall have died before the 
passing of this act, which he would not have been entitled to if this 
act had not been passed ; but every person being entitled to or claim- 
i g any such probate or probates, letters ad colUgcnda^ or of adminis- 
tration, or to have any such letters ad colligcnday or of administration, 
recalled or repealed, or having or being entitled to or claiming or 
claim any such cause or causes of action, suit, or appeal, sliall be 
entitled thereto, and all benefit and advantage thereof, and to prose- 
cute and carry on the same, in the same manner, as he, she, or they 
would have been entitled if this act had not been passed. 

lleghtrar tchen appointed Administrator^ to enter in a Book separate 

Accounts. 

(6) And be it further enacted, tliat in all cases in which the ^ . 
registrar of any of the said courts shall be appointed administrator 
under the aforesaid act, besides filing an inventory and account*cur- 
rent according to the tenor of the administration bond and die usual 
course of the Ecclesiastical Court, he shall enter into a book, to be 
kept by him for that purpose, separate and distinct accounts of each 
estate, and of all such sums of money, bonds, and other securities for 
money, goods, effects and things as shall come to liis hands, or to the 
hands of any persons employed by him or in trust for liiin by virtue of 
any letters ad colUgendtty or of administration, granted to him under 
the authority of the said act, and likewise of all payments made by 
him for or on account of the said estates, and of all debts duo iiy or 

to 
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to the same, specifying the diites of such receipts and payments re- 
spectively; which said hook shall he kej)t in the registrar's office, and 
shall he open for the inspection of all sucli persons, practitioners in 
the said courts, or otluTs, as may have occasion to insj)cct the same, 
at office hours, paying such reasonable fee as may be fixed therefore 
by the said courts, ami no more; and the said registrars shall twice 
in every year, that is, on the first day of March and on the twenty- 
second day of October, or on the first day after those days on which 
their respective courts shall be sitting, exhibit and deliver in open 
court, a true and perfect schedule of all sums of money, bonds, or 
other securities, received on account of each estate remaining under 
their charge, together with the payments made thereout, and the 
balances ; and also of all administrations whereof the balances sliall have 
been paid over to the persons entitled to the same, since the pcrioil 
of cxhil)iting the last schedule, specifying the amount of such balaiices, 
and the persons to whom paid ; which sebednles shall he filed of 
record in the said courts, and sliall within fourteen days afterwards he 
published in the gazettes of the presidencies within which such courts 
are respectively situated, by the said registrar, who shall likewise 
cause copies thereof’, in triplicate, to l)C lieliveivd to the chief secre- 
tary at such proidcncy, and the Nime sliall he transmitted by the 
respective governments at such ]nv''ide:'.cies to the C’oiirt of Directors 
of the Kast-liidia (’ompuny, \\h:), irpon the receipt thereof, shall 
cause the smuc to be published in the I.ondou (lazctte. 


OlHccrs .iTKt 
r . .tiiSl.ori/.i'd 
I. s 

.Mcljc'^tvs Sei'Vice, ol’ \N.sr t«) tnki.' 

e il\* (.. !lli’ I [‘ii'l’K 
O' iMiii'U's ;!iiil 
suliliiT* 

l«» V'tllU'lt 
:IM>1 u.m\c llic 
-..iin'S uiiluMit 


O/jicrrs' and Soldiers' K/fais, 

(7) AVhcrcas llie tran 'u ! -.>ion to regimental agents 

or other persons, ol’ the efiects or ))roeee<l 

of officers and solxiii is (lyi?ig in hi 

or in the service (jT the C’ompany, has iHcn found 

highly heneficial in securing an early di.ilribni ion id 

such effects among i!ie relalions of Mich olHcers ami 

soldiers at small expense, and many sums ari‘ thereby 

saved to the relations of soldiers, which would other- owi Iriu-rs 

wise he, from their small .imour.t, \\ holly lost ; audit 

. *' . . . 'am, 

is, therefore, expedient to render the ])rovi>ioiis of the 
said recited acts, relaling to such matters, more effeetual : he it tlierc- 
fore enacted, by the King's mo.st excellent Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the f.ords spiritual and temporal, aial (’oin- 
rnons, in tliis present Parliament asse:n!)led, and by tlie authority of 
the same, that it shall he lawful for all officers and persons, wlio niav^ 
be employed or required, by or under the authority of any articles of 
war, in force for the time being, either for the officers or soldiers in 
tlie service of his Majesty, or for the Enropnin officers or soldiers 
in the service of the said C’ompany, to take care of or collect, or 
superintend and direct the collection of, tlie effoi^ts of olfieers or sol- 
diers dying in service out of the [biited Kingdom, to ask, demand, 

and 
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and receive any such cficcts, anil to coniriu iice, prosecute, and carry I 
on any actions or .suits for the recovery thereof, uilliout takinjr out 
any letters of administration, either with any will annexed or other- 
wise, in like manner, in every respect, as il' such oliicers or jicrsons c. 
had been appointed executors, or had taken out letters of adminis- 
tration of such elfects; and no registiar of any court in the Iva-t- 
fndics, or elscwlierc, in any colonies or possessions of his Majesty 
abroad, shall in any maimer interpose in relation to any such effects, 
unless rc(juired or authorized so to do by any sueli officers or persons 
under the provisions of this act: any act or acts of Parliament, law, 
statute, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 

LcUers of At/mhnslraiion unnrccssat j/ 

^ Eflcc'ts remit- And bo it further enacted, that such effects or 

iiVit to P*'^*t‘ccds of offccts, when remitted to any regimental 

ijssets Aviiiiiii the agent, or otlier person, under atiy order or regulation 

lirovimi iiiwliirli .jj ^yar in tliat behalf, or of the niili- 

ftiL-y tvshIl*, so iis 

til rintlcr adnii- tary secretary to the government ot‘ any of the saul 
mstiatjon iifccs- Company’s jiresidcncies, respectively, shall not, by 
‘ ' ‘ rea.son of coming into the hands of such agent or per- 

son, 1)0 deemed or taken to he assets or efflcts within the province 
in which such agent or person shall reside, so as to render it neees.sary 
that administration should be taken out in respect thereof* in such 
jirovince, unless administration of any other effects of the officer or 
-•oldier, to whom the proceeds .^o remitted shall have belonged, shall 
have been or sliall be taken out in such province ; and it shall be law- 
ful for the secretary at war, in all cases relating to the effects of any 
officer or soldier in his Majest}’s service, and for the military secretary 
to the government of the presidency, to which the dee'eased officer or 
soldier .shall have belonged, in all cases relating to the effects of any 
Iiluropoan officer or soUlier in the* serviic ol’ the said Company, to 
order that any such effects or proceeds of any such effects sliall be 
remitted to any other place where the same can be more conveniently 
paid over to the pcrs4)n or persons entitled thereto : and the obedience 
to any such orders by any agent or person, U) w hose hands any siicli 
effects shall eome, shall be a sufKcient discharge to such ager.t or 
person ; and no such agent or person shall be liable to any action or 
suit, by reason of any sueh effects or proceeds of effeet> Iniving betii 
iu his bands, and thereafter transmitted under the order of tl'.e secre- 
tary at war, or military secretary, respectively in that behalf. 

Surplus only, (^I) And 1)0 it further enacted, that it shall be law l\il 

afie-i payiiuui of seeivlary at war, in the case ol’ any ofiieer or 

soldier in bis Majesty’s ser\iei', and for the military 

lu; <U-onK*il tJio secretary to the government 4)f the presidenev, to 

persoual csiau- aeceasid oilii’er or soldier shall haxe bo- 
ot ihi* (lerrasrU. . 1 r 

longed, in the ol an\ Kuropean oineer or soiiUer 

in the service of the said C'oinj>anv, to order 4>r Jireet tlie payme'iit 
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of any charges or expenses attending or relating to the illness or 
funeral of any such officer or soldier, out of any effects or proceeds 
of effects, or out of any arrears of pay or half-pay ; and that such 
charges and expenses, together with all regimental debts and military 
payments, which may be allowed under the provisions of any act or 
acts of Parliament, or articles of war, made in pursuance thereof, shall 
be made out of such effects or proceeds ^f effects, or arrears of pay 
or half-pay, and the surplus only, after such payment, shall be deemed 
the personal estate of the deceased. 
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GENERAL COURT OF PROPRIETORS. 


All persons holding shares in the capital stock of the East- 
India Company are denominated proprietors. Tlie books of the 
Company are open at all times for the admission of British sub- 
jects and foreigners : no distinction exists as to religion, profes- 
sion, or sex. No proprietor is competent to vote, who has not 
been for twelve months possessed in his or her owm right of stock 
to the amount of one thousand pounds, except the same shall 
have been acquired by bequest, marriage, the custom of the 
city of London, or by settlement. 

£1,000 stock gives one vote. 


£3,000.«... two votes. 

£6,000 three votes. 

£10,000 and upwards four votes. 


No proprietor can give more than four votes whatever may 
be the amount of his or her stock. Infants or minors are not 
qualified to vote. Proprietors of £500 stock are permitted to 
be present at General Courts. 

The directors of the Company, or the major part of them, 
arc required to summon and appoint four General Courts, at 
the least, in every year, to be held in the months of March, 
June, September, and December. In the event of a General 
Court not being held in either of those months, by default of 
a majority of the directors, three or more directors may sum- 
mon a General Court to be held in the month next after that 
in which the same should have been holden upon the summons 
of tlie majority. At such quarterly courts, it is competent for 
proprietors to propose any question in accordance with tlie 
Acts of Parliament and By-laws. 

The directors of the Company arc empowered further to 
summon General Courts as often as they shall see cause. 


It 
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It is also competent to nine proprietors duly qualified as 
before-niciitloncd, to rc(piire tlie Court of Directors to con- 
vene a General Court: and if the Court of Directors fail to 
convene one witliin ten da^’s from tlic dale of such requi- 
sition, then the nine proprietors may themselves issue a 
public notice of llieir intention to liold a General Court, and 
ma}’' hold one accordingly at the exjjiration of ten days from 
the date of such notice. It is not necessary for any specific 
number of proprietors to be present to constitute a General 
Court. 

Instances have occurred in which the Court of Directors 
have made a quarterly General Court special — at the request 
of two or more pi-oj)rietors — for tlic ])urpose of the said 
proprietors introducing to the Court’s notice some subject 
not cojitemplaled wlien the General Court was originally 
summoned: but it is to be observed, that such a proceeding is 
entirely a matter of discretion on the part of the directors, 
and does not arise from any right conferred by law in the 
proprietors to require a General C^ourl to be made special. 

With respect to the hour of meeting, the constant practice 
has been to summon the General Court for eleven o’clock. 
The meetings, however, have not usually taken place until 
twelve. When an earlier time of meeting has been required, 
the advertisement has specified eleven o'clock precisely. 

The General Court have always been invested with the 
power of electing persons to direct and superintend the manage- 
ment of the Com[)any’s affairs. lYrsons so elected may be 
removed by ihe General Court for mismanagement. 

It rests with tlie General Court to declare tlie dividends on 
the capital stock of the C.'ompany, in the exercise of wliich 
power, tliey are, however, restrained by various legislative 
enactments. ---[Vida Divulends.) 

The General Court arc also empowered to frame by-laws, 
rules, and regulations, for the gocul government of the East- 
India Company ; and such by-laws, provided they do not inter- 
fere with enactmenls of the legislature, are binding upon the 
members and directors of the Company. 

In virtue of by-laws framt‘d under the provisions of the le- 
gislature, tlie General (^mrt have a control over grants by the 

Court 
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Court of Directors t)f uny siiiii of money exceeding £( 100 , by 
way of gratuity, and of any incr( as<* to a salary or pension 
beyond ,£200 per aniiuin. 

All grants tixcceding those amounts to any one person, are 
subject to confirmation by the ih)ard of Coiuniissioners for the 
Affairs of India. 

In the year 170;I, the legislature spi-cially vt*sled in the Court 
of Directors and the Hoartl of C.-ounni-sioiKjrs the adminis- 
tration of ail matli-rs relating to tlie civil or military govern- 
ment or revenue i>f India ; and parliament at that time provided, 

that no order or resolution of the Court of Directors totiching 
or concerning thi* civil or military govi rnment or revenues of 
India, alter tin* same shall have reeelvetl the a]>probation of 
the Hoard of Commissiom rsj, shall be liable to be rescinded, 
siis])eiKled, revoked, or varied by ai;y general Court of l^ro- 
prietiU’s.^’ 

Although the (leiural C’ourl have ct.*a.sc‘d to interfere in 
the origin or progress of measures conneetetl with the go- 
vernimmt ol* Iiulia, they may bt‘ considered to have de- 
legated, not al>andoned, their concern in the .sovereignty of 
l.ait vast empire. Instances have occurred in which particular 
measures liave been iliscii"»sed, anil even revised by the pro- 
prietors; and wlieiiever success lias crowned the Hrilish arms 
ill the east, iheCleneral Court have been forward to bestow tlie 
tribute of their aj^planse to those statesmen anil warriors whose 
services have been brought before them, which tribute has 
freijuently been aeeompanied by a mort! subsiaiilial expression 
of their gratitude. 

Whenever there is any proceeding in Parliameiil which in 
the opinion of the Court of Dinx’tors are likely to affccl the 
rights, interests, or privileges of the Kast-India Company, the 
Cieneral Court is to be specially summoned to take into con- 
sideration such proceeding before it pass into a law. Xo by- 
laws can be ordained, aliered, or repealed, nor any grants of 
money made out of the Comjiany^s cash, without the consent of 
iwoGencral Courts specially convened, of the lirsi of which courts 
fourteen days* notice must be given. Various accounts, relating 
to the alfairs of the Company, are required to be laid before the 

Cieneral 
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General Court, as well as copies of all papers presented to par- 
liament; likewise all proceedings of the Court of Directors 
when ships may have been taken up under private contract. 

The chairman of the Court of Directors is eayqfficio chairman 
of the East-India Company, and consequently presides at all 
meetings of the General Court of the Company. Ey invariable 
usage, the chairman introduces to the notice of the General 
Court all business arising out of measures adopted by the Court 
of Directors, as well as all motions founded upon their recom- 
mendation. 

The form of proceeding usually adopted in the General Court 
is nearly similar to that used in the House of Commons; every 
motion, excepting the previous question, or that of adjourn- 
ment, being open to amendment. 

Questions in General Courts are usually decided in the first 
instance by shew of hands, of the result of which the chairman 
is to judge; but if any proprietor doubt the correctness of such 
decision, he may call for a <livision ; in which case the pro- 
prietors present qualified to vote, divide accordingly, tellers 
being appointed. If, previously to the question being put, nine 
members present and duly qualified should desire an appeal to 
the proprietors at large, they may demand a decision on the 
question by ballot. This proceeding, however, cannot be taken 
on qdtttions of adjournment, nor on the previous question, nor 
on artfendments; upon which questions the court decide either 
by shew of hands or a division. 

A ballot cannot be taken within a less period than twenty- 
four hours after the adjournment of the Gentiral Court, in which 
it may have l>ccn determined to proceed to the ballot ; nor can 
a ballot begin later than tw’elve o’clock, nor close earlier than 
six o’clock. 

All questions, excepting the previous question, or that of ad- 
journment, must, if required, be stated in writing, and the General 
Court cannot be adjourned or dissolved without a question. 

It is to be observed that the quarterly courts arc the only 
courts for general business, at which subjects not previously 
advertised may be iiiti*q<]|uced for discussion, such subjects 
must not involve questions in which a specific notice is 

^ prescribed 
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prescribed by the by-laws, such as grants of money, the for- 
giving offences, &c. On questions affecting the grant of money, 
it is not competent to a proprietor without fourteen days pre- 
vious notice of his intention, to move as an amendment the 
grant of a larger sum than is specified in the original notice. 


LAWS. 

To he called a General Court, 

(1) And we do further, by these presents, for us, our heirs 
and successors, give and grant unto the said English Company 
trading to the East- Indies, and their successors, and \vc do hereby 
ordain, will, and appoint that it shall and may be lawful to and 
for all and every the nicnibers of the same ('ompat)y hereby 
estal)lished, from time to time, to assemble and meet together, 
at any convenient place or places, for the clioicc of their di- 
rectors, and for making of hy-laws, ordinances, rules, orders, or 
directions, for the govcrnnuMit of the said Company, or for any other 
affairs or business concerning the same ; and that all the members of 
the same Company, or so many of’ them as shall be so assembled, 
shall 1)0 and be called a General Court of the said Company or cor- 
poration, which court shall assemble and meet at such times and in 
such manner as is directed. 

General ConrlSy to he held f/unricrli/, 

(2) And we do hereby will and appoint, that the said directors, or 
the major part of tlicm for the time being, shall from time to time, 
and tliey are hereby recpiircd so to do, to siimninn and appoint four 
General (’ourts at least in every year ; u hereof one to be in the ntmith 
of December, aiiotlicr in the month of March, another in the month 
of June, and another in the month of September. 

Ill rjulnrcthm- And we do further will and appoint, that if at 

’ ium* bine or times there should be a failure of holding a 

moil. (icneral Court in any of the said months, by defoult of 

the directors, or the major part of them, that then and so often, and 
in every such case, three or more of the directors of the said Com- 
pany shall and may summon and call a Cicncral Court, which shall 
meet and he holden in the month next coming after the month in 
which the same should have been holden upon the summons of the 
iiKijority of the directors al’oresaid. 

Nine Proprietors may demand a General Court. 

A general murt (1«) And moreover, we do by these presents, will, 

orninc mrniinrs, n)a|Ekt l>art o( them lor tTO:^lne liemg, shall. Ironi time 
wuhin u-n d.}», time, upon «lcmami to be roailc by any nine or more 

2 A 
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of the said members, having each of them five * hun- in default 
dred pounds, or more, interest or sliarc of the said "nUy 

stock, within ten days after such demand, summon and summon, aiul 
call such (icneral Courts to be held of the members of 

, .... , Director lor iiiis- 

the same C ompany qualined lor electors as atoresaid ; inaiiRgemcnt. 
and in default of the said directors, or tlic major part of them, to 
summon and call such court, it shall and may he Jawlul to and for the 
said nine or more members, having each five hundrcil pounds stock as 
aforesaid, upon ton days* notice in writing, to be fixed upon the Royal 
Exchange in London, to summon and Iiold a (leneral Court, and there 
to do and dispatch any business relating to the government or afiairs 
of the said C\)mpany, and to hear and debate any com[)laint that shall 
be made against any director or directors for inismanageincnt in his or 
their office or offices, and if such director or directors shall not clear 
him or themselves of such complaint to the satisfaction of the major 
part of the members of the same C’omj)any in the said (ieneral C.’oiirt 
assembled, that llien within ten day.s another (icneral Court shall be 
called, and held as aforesaid of the incinbers of the same Company^ 
qualified to vote as aforesaid, finally to detcrniiiie the same by the 
majority of their votes as aforesaiil, who may remove or displace all 
or any of the said directors for such misdemeanours or abuse of their 
offices, and elect and choose others in his or their room in inaniKr 
before prescribed; and in every such case, where any din.ctor or di. 
rectors shall happen to die or be removed, or his office shall otherwise 
become void before the expiration of the term for which lie shall have 
been elected, the major part of the members ot‘ the same (’ompany 
to be assembled in a (leneral Court, and being qiialifu d as af'oresaid 
sliall and may elect and choose a.oy other member or members of the 
said Company, qualified as aforesaid, into the office of siu li director 
or directors that shall so die or he removed, or wliose office sfiafl I)e- 
come void, which person so to be cliosen .shall continue in tlie said 
office until the next usual time hereby apjiointed for election, and 
until others shall be duly chosen and sworn, unless he sliall be re- 
moved as aforesaid. 

Gratuities. 

(5) The approbation of the (ienoral Court necrcssary In any gratuity 
> exceeding tlie .sum of Jl'GOO to any one person. — Vide (Iratuilies. 


Orders of Directors ami Board of domwissioners not revoenblc Utf 
General Court. 


(G) And be it furfelicr enacted, that no order or reso- 
lution of the (jourt of Directors of the said ("ompany, 
touching or concerning the civil or military govern- 
ment, or revenues of the said territories and ac(jui- 
sjtions in India, after the same sliall fiave received the 

* CI/V)Oliy I'i fj’u’. III. 


< Infors of lljc 
Diii'ptor.-ftoi idl- 
ing till* civil or 
military govmi- 
niciit or tin* rcvc- 
niu 4 , alter ap- 

approbation 
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jinibaiion by (bo approbation oi‘ the Board of CominissioTicrs for llic LAWS. 
1^1)10 by Affairs of India, shall be liable to be rescinded, sus- 7^ 

priofors. pciided, revoked, or varied by any General Court of 

Pro])rietors of the said Company. 

SrrxHuUs ahsvut from India beyond Jive lV«r.s. 

( 7 ) Three parts in four of the proprietors assembled in General { 70 . 
Court must concur, by ballot, in permitting a civil servant to return, 
after having been al>si'nt from India more than five years. — ( P'idc Ser- 
vants, Civil and INIilitar}-.) 

Shippinff 

(S) In cases of unforeseen exigency, ^hips may be engaged by the 
C-ourt of Directors, for one voyage, by private contract ; but the 'I* 

reasons for taking uj) such sliip or ships are to be reported to the 
(’ourt of Proprietors that shall be next holden after such hiring and 
taking uj), 

( 0 ) If a ship be lost or captured before the completion of her fifth § 12. 
voyage, and on investigation the commanders and owners of such ship 
shall be fully ac (|uitted from all neglect or misconduct in respect of 
such loss by t igliteen directors; and on the same being reported to a 
(ieneral ('uurt, of which eight days’ notice shall he given, and three 
|?arts in lour of the projirietors voting shall confirm the said reso- 
lution, anotlier sliip may he built in the room of that lost or captured. 

— ( Vide Sliippiiig.) 


Votin'^ in (icurral OW. 


All transfiTii 
iii.uii* ill a collii- 
■/iVv' iiiaMiK-r 1(1 

• Jll.lUfs MMi J-., ;,t 
t li'iSii'P.'. : ;ui(l 
;i!l luia.:'., ('(tir- 
ii.aiS, itii 

j ii"' i:i f ru !, 

.lil I -• m:!! . ;; i 
dll ji.jsdr.' I,' ) 

sliall Vdtc ' % \ ;r- 
iJU* df ( ()l]ii>.;\(.‘ 

liaii^rcrs ai any 
ib'clion. an>l 
sliail aJUruards 
iv-transfVr i!k* 
‘•lock ill cor^c- 

Ijlll lUl’ (it* itliV 

1r lists, — Al- 

ter October I, 
ITTN, iui ]iro- 
liriclor .sli.iJI vole 
al any election ol* 
directors in ro- 
s|ieii of slock 
amounting' to 
llian .Cl,(K)0, 


( 10 ) And when*as it has Iteen found, tliat the pro- 
vi.sion made by tin* che.rtcr of the tenth year of the 
reign of King William l!f, inuKr whieh persons pos- 
sessetl of lise hundred pounds stoek are intitled to vote 
in gem ral courts, has been ]>roductive of much incon- 
veiiiet'ce in the present situation of the Gomp:n»y, and 
tee.ds to j'romoie tin* miseh’euius prai fee of making 
( ollii<i\ e Iran dels, u hii h j>raciice hath not been suHi- 
ciently pri\enled by the provision made by an act of 
the seventh year <d*’ ins juvsent Majestv *s reign, wliereby 
tlie right ol’ voting is limited to persons having been 
six calendar months in possessimi t»f their stock ; be 
it further enacted, that all transfers of stocks whatso- 
ever madi’ to any person or persons, in any fraudulent 
or collusive niamuT, on purpose to (]iialiiy him, lier, or 
them, to give his, her, or their vott? or votes, at any 
election of members of (he Court of Directors, or in 
any (fcneral (’nurt of the said rnlted C'ompany (sub- 
ject, nevcrtbeless, (o conditions or agreements, either 
verbal or in writing, to defeat or determine such trans- 
fers, or to rc-traus(er or return ilu* same), shall bo 
2 A deemed 
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ikemcd and taken against those persons who trans- nor untilliesliall 
ferrcd the same, as free and absolute, and be holden l‘«vc boon pos- 

, Sfssod tlioroot 

and enjoyed by all and every such person or persons tw^ivo oalcMidar 
to whom SLidi transfer shall bo made, as aforesaid, inontlis, certain 
freely and absolutely accpiitted, exonerated, and dis- excepted, 
charged of and ironi all manner of trusts, conditions, powers of revo- 
cation, provisoes of redemption, or other defeazances between or with 
the said parties, or any other person or persons in trust for them ; and 
that all bonds, covenants, notes collateral, or other securities, con- 
tracts, or agreements, between or with tlic said parties or any other 
person or persons in trust for them, or any of them, for the re-trans- 
ferring. redeeming, revoking, or deteating such transfer, or for the 
restoring or re-transferring thereof, or any part thereof, to any person 
or persons who made such transfer, or to any other person or persons 
in trust for tlfcni, or any of them, shall he null and void to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever : and that every person to whom such transfer 
shall have been made, and who shall have voted by virtue thereof at 
any election of nieinhers of the Court of Directors, or in any General 
Court of the said United Company, and wlio shall afterwards re-trans- 
fer or return the same. In consecpience of any trust, condition, powers, 
of revpiution, proviso of redemption, or other defeazance w hatsoever^ 
as aforesaid, shall for every such offence, forfeit the sum of one 
thousand pounds; one moiety whereof shall go and be disposed of to 
any person who shall sue for the same, and the other moiety to his 
Majesty, his heirs and successors ; to be recovered, together with full 
costs of suit, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information in any of 
]jis Majesty’s Courts of Record at Westminster, wlterein no essoin, 
privilege, protection, wager of law, or more than one imparlance, shall 
be admitted or allowed ; and that, from and alter the first day of 
October, one thousand seven liundred and seven ty-tliree, no member 
or proprietor of the said United Company shall be deemed qualified, 
or capable to vote, or be admitted to give any vote or votes, at 
any election of Directors, or at any (leneral Court of the said 
United Company, in respect of any stock amounting to less than one 
thousand pounds, nor in respect of any slock transferred to him, her, 
or them, after the said first day of October, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy-three, until he, she, or they shall have been pos- 
sessicd of such stock twelve calendar months in his, her, or their own 
right, and not in trust for any other person or persons whatsoever, freed 
and discharged of ail incumbrances which can or may affect the same, 
unless such stock shall have been accpiired, or shall have come to 
such proprietor l)y bccjuest, or by marriiigc, or by succession to any 
intestate’s estate, or by the custom of the city of London, or by any 
deed or settlement after the death of any person who shall have been 
entitled for life to the dividends of such stock: any law, statute, or 
usage to the contrary notwithstanding . — ( Vide Ballot.) 

BY-LAWS. 
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Ad?uission to General Courts, 

Item — it is ordained, That no person be Jidniitted to ])e present at Kv-IiAwg. 
any (Jcneral Court, who shall not, at the time, he possessed of five ^ ITT ", 
hundred pounds stock. ’ 

Forms of Proceeding bij Ballot in General Court, 

That if at any CieiK'ral C’onrt, nii'o of the members present, duly §*• 
qualified to vote, shall demand a ballot for defenninini^ an\' question, 
except for adjournment or tlie previous question, or an amendment, 
such question shall be j)ut by the ballot, and not otherwise. 

Question for Adjournment, previous Question or Amendment. 

That if any doubt shall arise in the General Court, upon or re- ^ 
lating to any declaration which shall be made from the chair upon 
the question for adjournment, or the previous question, or an amend- 
ment, such question shall be determined by a division of the pro- 
prietors, duly qualified to vote, then present. 

JVhai Questions to be stated in IVriting, 

That all questions in any Ciencral Court, except the previous ques- § 3. 
tion or for adjournment, shall, if recpiired, be stated in writing, be- 
fore the same shall be put ; and the chairnum shall not adjourn or dis- 
s dve the court without a question. 

Notice of Motions reqmsite. 

That no motions shall, in future, be made in a General Court, to j 4 . 
forgive any offences committed by any of the Company's sei-vants, or 
to make any grants of any sums of money out of the Company’s cash, 
without notice being given, in writing, by the persons proposing the 
same, and published by the Court of Directors at least flnirrecn days 
previous to the holding of such General Court. 

Accounts. 

That an account shall annually be laid before a General Court of c. !,§:{. 
Proprietors, shewing the nett proceeds of the Company’s sales of 
goods during the year last past, ending the S(>th April ; the duties 
and allowances arising to the Company by private-trade ; and all 
other nett profits of the C’omj)any in Great Britain, and the applica- 
tion and disposition thereof, agreeably to the act of 53d Geo. Ill, 
cap. 155. 

ITiat such accounts and papers as may, from time to time, be laid § 4 . 
before cither house of Parliament by the Court of Directors, shall 
be laid before the next (General Court; and that all proceedings of 
Parliament which, in the opinion of the Court of Directors, may 
afl’ect the rights, interests, or privileges of the East* India Company, 
shall be submitted by them to the consideration of a General Court, 

2 A 3 to 
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IU'-T*.\ws. to bo specially summoned for tluit purpose, before the same shall be 
passed into a law. 

c. 1, §:». That the Court of Directors shall amuially cause a general state 
per computation of the Company's affairs to be drawn out to the ^lOth 
April in each year, and laid before them lor their observation ; and 
that the same shall also bo laid before the (Quarterly (icneral Court, 
in the month of December following at the latest. 


c. § 1. 
§ 2 . 

5 


c. 


§ 17. 


§ 1 ^. 
§ VJ, 

§ 20 . 


Jh/- Laws ami Cummillcc of lhj-Laxvs» 

A committee of by-laws to be chosen annually in the month of 
June. 

Ry-Laws to be read in the first General Court after the annual 
election. 

No by-law to be ordained, altered, or repealed, without consent of 
two (icncral Courts, specially summoned, of the first of whii h, four- 
teen days public notice to be given. 

.Vetr (}fjicc xvitJi more than €200 jwr annum. 

That no new ollice, cither at home or abroad, rhall be created !)y 
the Directors with any salary exceeding the sum of €200 per annum, 
without tlie approbation of two (General Courts, to be summoned 
for tliit purpose. 

Salaries^ Pensions, Gratuities, Superannuations, 

No additional salary to be given exceeding C200 per annum, with- 
out approbation of two General Courts. 

No pennon or increase of pension exceeding T200 per annum, 
without same being laid before (icntral Court, in form of a reptu't, 
and approved by two General Courts, last of superannuations to be 
laid before Geiicrtd Court. 

No i^raluity exceeding €(500, without same being laid ])elbro (icne- 
ral Court, in form of a report, and (>[)posed hy two General Courts. 
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CiOVEHNMKNTS IN INDIA. 


"riii: sovcml i^ovcrnnients which liavc, been lornicd lor adnii- 
instciiniif tho allairs in India under the direction and authority 
of the Kast-Iiulia Company, subject to the superintendence of 
the IJoard of Commissioners, are tis follow : — 

'i^he Sii]ireme Covernment in iJen^al, 

The Ciovernment of ^Madras, 

'I'he Government of lJom!)av, 

*■ ^ 

'rhe Governiiu*nt of Prince of Wales* Island, Singapore, 
and ^Malacca. 

I^he thr (‘0 first are c'^^tal dished by Parliament ; and as the 
Government in IJcngal is the supreme British authority in 
India, it will be first noticed. 

The Kasl-Iiulia Comjiany tibtained permission to trade to 
Bengal in I(id3, to the port of Piplev only. In 1612, it 
was extended to Balasore and Cossimbuzar. In 1699, grants 
wen* made to the Coiujiany of tlie towns or villages of Clnita- 
nutlee (Calcutta) and Govindpore, Sir Charles Kyro being 
sent out as chief agmil in Bengal, where a fort was ordered to 
be Imilt; and, in compliment to his ^lajesty King AVilliam 
the "I'hinl, it was deiiominaled Fout Wii LiA.'vr. Hence the 
desiirnation of 'riir. Goveunou-CIkneh al in Councie or 
1\>KT \\'lLMA>I JN BENe.AE. 

On the union of the Lonilon and English Companies in 
1702, till* instructions from home were, issued in the name of 
'riii: l.-NiTKi) tV>:\irANY or Mekchants of Eni;lani> thad- 
iN<; TO THE East-Indies. 

Some degree oi' ]>ower was esssential to the support and 
protection of the Company’s commerce : an embassy was 

2 A *t accordingly 
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accordingly despatched to the iliuperor Ferrokslieve in 1715, 
consisting of two of the most intelligent factors at the Presi- 
dency, who obtained a phirinauiul, or royal grant, conferring 
additional privileges ; in consequence of whicli, Calcutta was 
declared an independent presidency, accountable only to the 
directors at home. 

Jaffir Khan, who was at that period governor of Bengal, 
obtained a grant of Bahar and Orissa : his conduct towards 
the English was tj^annical and extortionate. He died in 1725, 
and was succeeded by Sujah Khan, his son-in-law, who removed 
to Moorshedabad, accompanied by two oniralis, one of whom, 
named Ally Verdy Khan, w'as appointed in 1729, governor of 
Bahar ; and ultimately, tliroiigh intrigue and treachery, prt>- 
claimcd Nabob of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. Nizain-ul-Mulk, 
the soubah of the Deccan, jealous of Ally Verdy^s increasing 
power, instigated the Mahrattas, Mrhose rise, as a body, may be 
dated about the middle of the seventeenth century, to demand 
the chout^ or tribute, which had been granted them in 1735 
by the Mogul, for the three provinces above mentioned. 
They accordingly advanced in the two divisions of l\>onah 
and Berar to Burdwan, under the command of Bajee Row 
and Ragojee Boon si ah. The scourge occasioned ly the irrup- 
tion was dreadful. Commerce was at a stand throughout the 
provinces; the poor affrighted inhabitants fled in terror from 
their looms and their fields to the woods, where they either 
perished from hunger, or fell an easy prey to the wild beasts 
with which the forests abounded. Hie native inhabitants of 
Calcutta, dreading a repetition of the calamities, solicited and 
obtained permission to dig a ditch round that city, to the 
extent of seven miles (the Company’s bounds) %vhicli was called 
the Mahratta Ditch. 

Ally Verdy succeeded the following year in obliging the 
Mahrattas t(?^make a precipitate retreat : when he was con- 
firmed by the Mogul, Soubah of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, 
on condition of his remitting annually to Delhi six crore of 
rupees, by way of tribute. His death took place in 1756, 
when he was succeeded by his grandson, Seraji-ud-Dowlah, 
then only in his seventeenth year. He was of a cruel, vin- 
dictive. 
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dictive, and sullen disposilion, of profligate habits, and with 
strong feelings of hostility to the English. It was during his 
government that the horrible massacre in the black-hole at 
Calcutta took place. IJy the tyrant^s commands, one hundred 
and forty-six persons, including Mr. Ilolwell, the governor of 
lu>rt William, were incarcerated, in an intensely sultry night 
in the month of June, in a dungeon not twenty feet square. 
Of the above number, not more than twenty-three came 
out alive the ensuing morning. Mr. Ilolwell himself, being 
amongst the survivors who, notwithstanding the shock which 
liis constitution received, returned to England and lived to 
the age of ninety ! 

The Nabob having evacuated Calcutta, a deputation was 
despatched to Madras to solicit immediate and effectual suc- 
cours : it reached Fort St. George on the .5th August. A 
detachment of nine hundred Europeans, with fifteen hundred 
sepoys, under the command of Colonel Clive, was immediately 
despatched to llengal, accompanied by Admiral Watson wdth 
a squadron then fortunately in the roads, consisting of the 
K^'iit, sixty-four (the admii'afs) ; the Cumberland, seventy, on 
which Ailmiral Pocock lioisted his flag ; Tiger, sixty ; Salis- 
bury, fifty; llridgwater, twenty; and a fire-ship; together 
with transports for the troops. On the 27 th December, all 
the ships and vessels hail arrived at Fulta, and the next after- 
noon anchored, ten miles below the fort of Budge-Budge, 
which Admiral Watson determined to attack the next morn- 
ing. An ambuscade was planned to intercept the retreat of 
the garrison. It w';ls directed by Colonel Clive in person, but 
proved the j)reliule to more serious operations. The iVIogul 
general having inarched from Calcutta to aid the garrison at 
Budge-Budge, with fifteen hundred horse and two thousand 
foot, a general engagement took place. jMonick Chund was 
however obliged to retreat w ith his troops to Iloofflily, and from 
tliencc to the Nabob of Moorshedabad. On the 2d January 
1757, at nine in the morning, the Kent and Tiger anchored 
before the gates of Fort William ; the batteries of which were 
silenced by eleven ; the fort evacuated, of w hich a detach- 
ment under Captain Coote took possession, with loud accla- 
mations ; 
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niations ; the Britisli colours being once more hoisted on tlic 
ramparts. Mr. Drake and the former members of council 
were the following day solemnly reinstated by Admiral 
Watson. 

The orders which had been given to the Admiral and Colo- 
nel Clive were, to obtain full reparation of all injuries, and 
eventually to attack the tjn'ant in his caj^ilal. The expe- 
dition proceeded to Ilooghlj', which place they captured, and 
destroyed the resources of the enemy. 'I'lie Nabob, on learn- 
ing the fate of Hooglily, was highly exasperated. He left his 
capital at the head of all his forces. The Kuglish encamped 
a mile northward of Calcutta, where they awaited his approach. 
A partial action took place, in which he lost twenty-two officers 
of distinction, six hundred men, and five liundred horses. At 
this juncture, intelligence reached Calcutta that war had 
broken out between France and England. The French were 
strong at Cliandernagox'e. Colonel Clive, apprehensive that 
they might join the Nabob, entered into a treaty with the 
latter, by which the English procured a restiliition of all plun- 
dered eflects; a permission to fortify Calcutta as they might 
think proper; liberty to coin gold and silver in a mint of their 
own ; exemption of merchandize from taxes, &c. Tlie sin- 
cerity of the Nabob was justly suspected: it shortly appeared 
that he secretly abetted llie Fi*encli, and had in hict sent a lac 
of rupees to their aid at Cliaiidernagore. Colonel C'live at 
once resolved on war; and accordingly determined to attack 
the French and Mogul forces united. The English army 
having reached l^Jassey, they took immediate ptjssession of a 
grove of mango trees of considerable extent; they had scarcely 
done this before llieir cars were assail eil with the sound of 
mai'tial music, such as generally accompanies tlic iiight-walclies 
of an Indian camp: it proved to be the army of tlie Nabob; 
who, on finding the Englisli slower in their progress than his 
startled imagination had suggested, advanced towards J'lassey. 

The result of the memorable battle, of Plasscy, which was 
to decide the fate of tlie English in Bengal, is too vvell-known 
to need recapitulation. ^Fhe most decisive victory was ob- 
tained by the wisdom, prudence, and valour of Colonel Clive, 
over the Nabob, whose army^was dispersed, and himself uliliged 

to 
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to seek safety in flight from Moorshedabad. Meer Jaffier was 
ill waiting at that city to receive Colonel dive ; who, after the 
first sahitatioiis w'erc over, led Meer Jaffier tow'ards the mus- 
mid ; and, placing him upon it, made obeisance to him as lord 
of the three jirovinces of Bengal, Hahai% and Orissa, pi*escnt- 
ing a plate of gold coin. All the omrahs then present like- 
wise paid their homage, and presented gold. Meer Jaffier w’as 
afterwards publicly proclaimed as Nabob. 

Nothing could exceed the transport into which the whole 
city of Calcutta was thrown by this great change. The 
praises of Clive and Watson \vcre resounded. The latter 
unfortunately fell a victim on the l(>th of August to a malig- 
nant fever. C.'olonel dive, having settleil all affairs at Mooi'- 
shedabad, returned with his arin 5 ' to Calcutta on the 14th of 
September, where he was received witli all the merited ho- 
nours tlue to so distinguished an officer; and in 1758, at the 
united wish of the Council, took upon himself the office of 
president. C’olonel dive sailed for Buro])c in 17G0, and was 
succeeded hy Mr. Ilolwell, the oldest in council, who shortly 
af* r rc signed to Mr. Vansiltart, who had been appointed 
siiccHiSsor to Colonel Clive. The internal administration of 
Bengal bad been most Avretchetlly conducted by Jaffier Khan. 
Ciiiilty of a series of crimes and exactions, he was removed 
from the innsnud, and .succeeded by Cossim Ally Cawii, his 
son-in-law, in whom, however, his supporters were grievously 
disa])])oinUd. He not only reversed all the immunities 
granted by bis jiredecessor, and confirmed by himself, but 
imposed heavy <luties on the transport of goods ihroughoiU 
the })rovinces. An embassy was despatched from the Presi- 
dency to llie Nabol), with the view' of promoting a good 
understanding between him and the English; the residt was 
not only unsuccessful, hut the deputation, passing through 
Moorshetlahad on their return to Calcutta, were fired upon 
hy i)rilers from the Nabob. Mr. Ainyatt, who had been at the 
head of llie deputation, with many others, were killed, and the 
rest taken ]>risoiiors. 

Previously to this catastrophe, intelligence had reached 
Mr. Ellis, the' chief at l^itiia, that the Nabob w'as determined 
on hostilities : that gentleman iiiiTiiediatcly planned an attack 

upon 
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upon the Mogul guafd, for the purpose of seizing the city ; 
the project failed; the English were routed ; Mr. Ellis, Mr. 
Lushington, and many other gentlemen were taken prisoners ; 
and the Nobob ordered an indiscriminate slaughter of all 
Englishmen found in the several districts. When intelli- 
gence of these events reached Calcutta, the council deter- 
mined on deposing Meer Cossim; and, on the 17th of July 
1763, Jaffier Khan, who had been residing at Calcutta since 
the accession of his son-in-law, Meer Cossim, re-ascended 
the musnud. Cossim retired to Monghcer. The battle of 
Gheria took place; his army, consisting of twelve battalions 
of sepoys and fifteen thousand horse, were completely de- 
feated by Major Adams with three thousand troops, seven 
hundred and fifty of which were Europeans : they pushed 
on to Monghir, where they learnt that Meer Cossim had 
caused two hundred English to be murdered, through the 
instrumentality of Sumroo, a renegade French soldier, and a 
favourite general of Cossim, who had fled to Fatna; thither 
the English force hastened, which place they took by storm 
on the 6di of November 1763. The Nabob sought refuge 
ill the territories of Siijah Dowlah, who had been confirmed 
by the Mogul as perpetual Vizier of the empire for his services 
against the Mahrattas at the battle of J’aniput in 1761. 

The Mogul and Vizier jointly manifested determined hos- 
tility to the English. Major Munro (afterwards Sir Hector), 
who had arrived from Bombay, assumed the command of the 
British force in the month of May ; in September he ordered 
a general rendezvous of the troops, and, on the 22d of Octo- 
ber, encamped w’ithin gun-slmt of the enemy’s camp, near 
Buxar. The Mogul troops commenced the action : after a 
severe conflict, they w^erc comjilctely defeated. Siijah Dowlali 
fled to Allahabad, six thousand of his troops were left dead 
on the field, and one hundred and thirty pieces of cannon 
were taken. This victory was most imjiortaiit to tlie British 
interests in ^ndia. The Vizier, the only Mogul chief who 
retained any power, was completely reduced ; Cossim was for 
ever deprived of any power or territory in Bengal ; and the 
Emperor, Shah Aiilum, w^ho had been kept in a state of 
bondage by the Vizier, being once more master of his own 

actions. 
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actions, applied to the British general for protection. He 
was accordingly received in the British camp with the honours 
due to his rank, and accompanied Colonel Munro to Benares. 

Colonel Clive, who had been raiseil to the j)eerage, after his 
return to Europe was appointed, in 17G1., coinmander-in- 
chief, president and governor in Bengal, together with four 
gentlemen, who formed a select committee, and were em- 
powered to act by their own authority, without consulting 
the council. Ilis Lordship reached Madras in April 1765. 
The Vizier, after the battle of Buxar, endeavoured to obtain 
the aid of the Mahraltas, of the llohilla chiefs, and of the 
Jats. A skirmlsli took place on the 3d of May ; the whole of 
the troops were dispersed, and the \'izier, finding his affairs 
despei'ate, resolved to throw himself on the generosity of 
the Englisli. Negotiations and arrangements were entered 
into, by which Niidjurn-ud-Dowlah, thep- son of Jaffier Khan, 
wassecui'ed in the station of soubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orissa. 

ISujah Dowlah, in that of Nabob \"izier of Oude, and the 
Emperor Jihali Aulum, by a phirinaund dated the 12th of 
August 1705, granted to the East-India Company the He- 
WANNY, OK, Coi.LECTlON OF THE UevENUE OF BeNGAL, Ba- 
IIAR, ANn Okissa. 

Lord Clive retiinicd to England in the year 1707. The 
affairs of India had excited considerable attention in the 
public iniiul. Barliamentary interference had already regulated 
the declaration of dividends; and, by the 7th Geo. Ill, c. 57, 
and 9th Geo. HI, c. 21, the territori.al acquisitions and reve- 
nues were continued to the Coinj)any for certain periods, and 
under certain regulations. In 1709, the state of the Com- 
pany’s alfairs in India having been under the Court’s serious 
consideration, they determined on recommending to the pro- 
prietors the measure of sending out a commission of three 
gentlemen of ability and experience, to superintend all their 
presidencies and settlements, with full powder over the same : 
to correct all abuses, and to dismiss or suspend such servants 
as might appear to have been concerned tlierein. This pro- 
position w'as submitted to a General Court on the 12th of July 
17G9, and carried by a major it}' of tw'cnty votes; the numbers 

for 
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for it being two hundred and seventy-nine, and against it two 
hundred and fifty-nine. 

. The coniniissioiicrs^^ were appointed by ballot on the lOtli 
July, by three hundred and Iburteen votes to two hundred and 
ninety-eight. 

Advices from Madras liaving been read in a Court of Pro- 
prietors on the following day, announcing the suspension of 
measures for procuring investments, in consequence of the 
want of funds to carry on the w'ar against Ilyder Ali, w'ho 
had threatened, and shortly afterwards overrun the Carnatic, 
a requisition for a Special Court was given in ; and, on the 
27th July, it Avas moved that application should be made to his 
Majesty’s Government for some shi]>s of the line being sent out 
for the seciiritj’ of the Company’s possessions in the Kast; and 
likewise that two battalions of land forces might be also granted 
for the protection ojfc their settlements. Tlie General Court 
agreed to apply for some ships; but deemed the Company’s 
own troops, if properly recruited, to be sufficient ibr the C.’om- 
pany’s service. 

His Majesty’s Government were not disposctl to grant a 
naval force, unless the commander c^f such force was jiivcsled 
with powers as plenipt'tentiary for treating with Ilyder Ali, 
the IVIahraltas, ^c. '^I'he Company AVtu'c av'erse to arming 
him with such powers. Government were still of o))inion 
that the}” should be conceiled ; but subsequently suggested 
tliat they might be confined to his having a voice on all ques- 
tions connected with peace and war. Tlie objections of the 
directors and proprietors to this modification not being ivmovc'd, 
it was urged by Government that the commission proposed to 
be sent out was illegal ; and, moreover, that bis Majesty could 
not consent to permit his fi>rces to be subjected to possible 
employment, contrary to the engagement by treaty to acknow- 
ledge the legal titles of the Soubah of the Deccan, and Nabob 
of the Carnatic. 

Lord Wcynioiitli, who conveyed such intimation to the 
directors, desired that the sense of the General Court sliould 
be taken upon it. On the 15tli of August, the day appointed 

for 
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for the General Court, another letter was read from his Lord- 
ship, in which he recapitulated the object contemplated in 
his former communication ; and concluded by stating that, 
The difficulty of a sole plenipotentiary, if ever it existed, is 
‘‘ removed: the cnrAii docs not desire to interfere with the 
powers of the commission; wants no autliority over your 
‘‘ servants, nor any direction or inspection of your commercial 
affairs; disclaims i:vcn a recommendation of any person to 
‘‘ be employed in it: in short, only wishes to be enabled to 
assist you effectually; and, in ortler to that, finds it necessary 
to have a share in the deliberations and resolutions of the 
C'ompany, merely with regard to the two objects of peace 
and war, when liis Majesty’s forces are to be employed.” 

The proposed commission was declared by tlie attorney 
general, and the Company's counsel, to be free from any legal 
objections. '^Die (piestiou of giving a ^icc to the naval com- 
mander-in -chii'f in discussions as to peace and war, \vas consi- 
ilerecl in siieeesNive General Courts, and finally rejected on the 
13tlj of Sejiteinber. 

yir John Lindsay was nominated commander-in-chief of 
the King’s shij>s in India : he was likewise appointed by the 
Ccunpany to lake the command of all llieir vessels of war in the 
Indian seas, and to treat and settle mailers in the Persian 
gulph. 'J"he commissioners were ])v'rini:ted to embark on 
board his Majesty’s frigate Aurora. Although no official inti- 
mation was ri'ceived of any king’s ship being t)rtlcrcd to India, 
it aj>])e:irs that twt) fi igatos, of which the Anson was one, were 
despatched for that station. No iiitelligenee was ever re- 
ceived of the Aurora, or of her passengers, after quitting 
iMigland. 

It Mibseqnenlly ajrpearcd, that without the knowledge of 
ihti C’ompimy, or any iiUim:itiou of the fact being made to 
the Court of Directors, a commission under the great seal 
had ]jassed, apjxMiiting Sir .Tohn Lindsay liis Majesty’s pleni- 
potentiary, with ]}o^vel^s to negociale and coiicliulc arrange- 
ine.iits with the Indian sovereigns generally. The danger and 
emliarrassineiit anticipated by the authorities botli al)road and 
at home, from the existence of two independent authorities, 
was experienced to the utmost extent. 


So 
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So extensive did Sir John Lindsay consider his powers^ that 
he called upon the council to attend him when he proceeded 
to deliver the King^s present to the Nabob. The council were 
unanimous in refusing a compliance with such a requisidon. 
The interviews between Sir John and the Nabob were pro- 
ductive of the greatest inconvenience ; and were calculated to 
lead to results extremely prejudicial to the British interests in 
India. Under all these circumstances, the council earnestly 
pressed on the directors, the necessity of procuring his recal 
from India. This measure accordingly took place; but the 
same power was vested in Sir Robert Ilarland, who succeeded 
to the naval command. The exchange was not productive of 
more favourable ‘ results : had the counsels either of Sir John 
Lindsay or Sir Robert Harlaiid prevailed, the British interests 
in India would have been plunged into the greatest confusion ; 
but the line of condtll;t pursued by the East-India Company, 
which was characterized both by prudence and firmness, 
averted the evils which were apprehended. 

The necessity which had arisen for the appointment of the 
former commission in 1769, daily grew more apparent; public 
attention was directed to the affairs of India; the Company’s 
finances had become more embarrassed; and the King’s speech, 
at the opening of Parliament in January 1772, hinted at the 
necessity of Parliamentary interference in the concerns of 
India in the following terms: the concerns of this country 

‘‘ are so various and extensive, as to require the most vigilant 
‘‘ and active attention ; and some of them, as well from 
“ remoteness of place, as from other circumstances, are so 
peculiarly liable to abuses, and exposed to danger, that the 
interposition of the Legislature for tiieir protection may 
‘‘ become necessary.” 

Tlie address of the House of the Commons assured his 
Majesty, that they should think it their duty to endeavour, 
by every regulation in their pow’er, to remedy the evils adverted 
to; which, in their consequences, might so essentially affect 
the interests and honour of this country. 

On the 4th of March 1772, it was resolved in General 
Court, that immediate application shoidd be made to the 
crown for an act for the better regulating the Company’s 

affairs 
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aifuirs and servants in India; and, on the 30tli of Marcli» 
leave was given to Mr. Sullivan and other members,* to bring 
in a bill for such jpurposcs. , 

The bill was presented to the House, and read a first time 
on the 13th of April. 

On the same day it was resolved in the Commons, that a 
select committee of tliirty-one ineinbcrs should be appointed to 
inquire into the state, nature, and condition of the Company, 
and of t^ie llritish ailairs in the East-Indies. 

The committee was chosen on tlie 15lh ; Colonel Burgoyne 
being cliairman. ^ 

The bill introduced by Mr. Sullivan on thfe 13th"^of April 
was read a second time on the 4tli of May ; tlie votes being on 
the question, fifty-eight to forty 70 iie. On the 18th, on a 
niotioii for the House resolving itself intjo a committee upon 
tlie bill, the votes were forty-nine to twenty-two : the 
Commons being afterwards counted, and forty members 
not being present, the House adjourned, and the bill was 
dropped. 

On the 2(Ub of ^lav, the Select Committee submitted a 
report the House of their proceedings; and, on the 9th of 
June, Parliament was prorogued. 

In the month of September 1TT2, tlie Court of Proprietors 
canie to a resolution, at the recommendation of the Court of 
Directors, to send out another superintending commission, 
with extraordinary powers, to regulate their affairs in India: 
it w’as to consist of nine members; six to be sent from this 
country, viz.j Lieutenant-General I^Ioiicton, Edward Whee- 
ler, W. Devaynes, G. Cuinining, P. Lascelles, and D. Weir, 
Esquires. 

The Court of Directors were called upon at this period , to 
stale what instructions they proposed sending out as to the. 
policy to be observed towards the Malirattas and Ilyder Ally. . 
UTie Court professed to observe a strict neutrality. 

^o relieve the Company’s pecuniar}' concerns, propositions 
were submitted to bis Majesty’s Government to commute the 
debt from the Company to llic public, on account of duties 
on customs^ indemnity on tea, &c. of £1,200,000, by the pay- 

2 a meat 
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Bietit of an equal $um due from the public to the Company* 
To this Lord North strongly objected ; his Lordship likewise 
disapproved of the Company boriowing a further sum under 
their seal ; nt the same time he desired to be fiirnislied with 
sundry accounts, in order that a more proper method might 
be considered of assisting the Company before the meeting 
of Parliament. 

Parliament appears to have been summoned earlier than 
had been intcniled, for the purpose of giving them an oppor- 
tunity o’^entering into a full consideration of the aflliirs of tlie 
£ast-India Company, as will appear by the following extract 
from the King’s speech on the 2Gth of November 177:2; — 

It is impossible that 1 can look with indillerence upon 
“ W’hatever concerns cither the commerce anil revenue of the 
‘‘ kingdom at large, or the private rights and interests of con- 
siderablc numbers among my pcoj)le. Neither can I be 
insensible how materially every one of these great objects 
must be interested in the maintenance of the credit and 
“ prosperity of the East- India C'ompany. When, therefore, 
I received information of the difficulties in which that Com- 
pany appear to be involved, I determined to give y4)u an 
early opportunity of informing yourselves fully of the true 
state of their aflairs, and of making such provisions for the 
common benefit and security of all the various interests 
concerned, as you shall find best adapted to the exigencies 
of the case.” 

On the same daj', the House of Commons agreed to appoint 
a €X>mmittce of secrecy, of thirteen members, to inspect the 
affairs of the Company ; they were chosen on the 30th of 
November; Alderman Harley being the chairman. 

The Select Committee of thirty-one members, which ha<l 
i been chosen on the 13th of April, was rc-appointed. 

^ The Committee of Secrecy was instructed to enquire in the 
firat place, as to the appointment of the superintending com- 
' mission, and intimation Auas given that the committee would 
meet at the India-Housc on the 1st of December 1772, for which 
d£iy General Court liad been summoned. The "committee 
tacit acrardingly, and the Chairman and iDeputy-Chai^nan 
^ . .'having 
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having attended the committee, they were acquainted, Uiat 
should it be found any material interruption was givbn by the 
employment of any of the Company’s servants, the committee- 
would regulate tlieir proceedings, so as to interfere as little 
as possible with tlie necessary business of the Company. 

In the General Court, a motion was made for the appoint- 
ment of a committee of twenty-five proprietors. During the 
debate, the attendance of the chairs was requested at the Secret 
Committee. The Chairman desired to know the sentiments 
of the Cjcneral Court thereon; wlien llie Deputy^hairinan 
was directed to inform the Secret Committee that the General 
Court was sitting, and they desired that the presence of the 
chairs at the committee might be dispensed with. 

Gn the 7th of December, the Secret Committee appointed 
on the 26th Noveinhcr, surprisetl a considerable part of the 
House, who considered the shortness of the time and the mag- 
nitude of the subject of inquiry, by a report on the affairs of 
the Com])any. In this Report it was slated, that though the 
Company were much distressed in money matters, they W’ere 
notwithstanding preparing to send out an expensive commis- 
sion of supervision to India, which would still add to that dis- 
tress, and that it ^vas the opinion of the committee, tliat a bill 
should be brought in to restrain the Company for a limited 
time from sending out any such coni mission of supervision. 
This proposition caused great alarm, not only to the gentle- 
men wdio w^ere more immediately interested in the affairs of 
the Company, but to those who considered it merely as an 
invasion of legal rights and the principles of tlie constitation 
in general. It accordingly occasioned a very w’arm and pro- 
tracted debate : leave w^as, how'ever, given to bring in a bill 
to prevent ihc Company from appointing commissioners; 
the minister declaring that no liosiile intent ions whatever 
were conceived against the Company, but that it was the 
intention of Parliament, and the great wish of administration, 
to render it a great company, and^to settle it on a permanent 
foundation. 

The Court of Proprietors on the 11th of December resolved 
to petition tlie House of Commons in support of their right 
to send out commissioners, and prayed to be heard bj^ counsel. 

2 B 2 On 
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On the 18th of December, the Company*s ]i)cUtion was i^e'acl, 
and counsel were heard against the bill ; but the motion for 
the bill being read a third time, passed by a large mnjorit}'- 
Reports from the Secret Committee were presented to the 
Ilouse on the 17tli of December 1772, and on the Otli of Febru- 
ary 1773 ; and referred to a committee of tlie wliole House on 
the 2d of INfarcli. On that daj' a petition was presented from 
the Company, praying for a loan of £1, 500,000. On the 2ith 
of March, a further report from the Committee of Secrecy 
was presented. 

Interviews had taken place between the chairs and I.ord 
North, as to the proposition whicli the court should submit 
for the future government of the Company. Tlie Oeneral 
Court on the 12th of February authorizt'd the chairs to request 
his Majesty’s ministers to state what provisions they might 
think effectual ; assuring them that tlie proprietors would 
co-operate in promoting the public good. Lord Nortli informed 
the court that his Majesty’s Cxovernment could not feel war- 
ranted in recommending or proposing any plan, and that if 
the Company’s past experience did not enable them to suggest 
such plan, that it could lake its rise alone in Parliament. 

Various discussions took place in the Court of Proprietors as 
to the establishment of a new court of judicature: but no spe- 
cific resolution had been adopted for the future government of 
the Company’s affairs. 

On the 27th of April, the chairman from the committee of 
the whole house reported sundrj^ resolutions; amongst the rest, 
that £1,400,000 appeared to be sufficient for the present relief 
of the Company, provided at the same time due care be taken 
to secure, by proper regulations, tlie future good government 
of the Company’s affairs.” 

These resolutions were considered by the General Court 
on the 29th of that month: the Company petitioned against 
them, urging that the territorial revenues were derived through 
their commercial capital ; that the limitation in possessing their 
territories in India w^as altogether arbitrary; and they appealed 
to a legal decision against the proposition for the payment of 
three- fourths of the surplus nett profits of the Company at home, 
after the payment of eight per cent, into the treasury. 


The 
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The petition was presented on the Sd May, whep the house 
resolved, that the reports from the Coniiaittee of Secrecy 'of" 
thirteen, and the committee of thirty-one members, should be 
considered on the 10th May : on wliich day resolutions were 
adopted declaratory of tlic riglit of the crown to all acquisitions 
made under the inlliience of a military force, or by treaty with 
foreign princes. 

On the 4th May 1773, the minister moved a series of reso- 
lutions which were llie foundation of the regulating act. The 
seventh resolution provided, that a superiority be given to the 
Presidency of Bengal over the other presidencies in India. 
This measure was deemed to be absolutely necessary, as their 
being furnished with equal and separate ])owers in matters that 
related to war, peace, and alliance, had frequently been pro- 
ductive of great disorder, confusion, and contradiction ; and 
the prt)posetl superiority only related to general affairs, and 
did not at all interfere with the internal reguhition- 

'riie General Court, on the same day, resolved, that the 
chairs should wait on Lord North to obtain, in writing, a 
cojjy of his j^roposed plan, and to state to his Lordship, that 
the Court of Directors, had nearly completed such regulations 
as w’ouhl be most eifectual to promote the welfare of the 
Company, &c. Ilis l^ordship dcclincil to furnish a copj'. 

On the Mth May, the Cieiieral Court came to a resolution, 
by ballot, that the chairs shoidd wait on Lord North and poiiit 
out the t)l)jcctions they entertained to the propositions, under 
which a loan was to be made tp llie Company. Ilis Lordship 
replied on. the I Ttli, and slated, that if there was no prospect 
of an agreement between the Company and the public, that 
Parliament must apj)ly itself to a consideration of what other 
stej)s it might be fit to take with reference to the whole of the 
interests concerned. 

On the 28th May, Lord North presented the bill to the 
House. As it excited very general alarm, not only with respect 
to the Companj’, but as being considered dangerous in its 
teiidencj^ to the constitution of the country, it was vigo- 
rously combated in every point of its progress; every questioiv 
every clause, and every addition was proihiclive of a warm, 
debate and oT a division. Upon the question which related.tp. 

2 li 3 the 
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the establishment of a governor and council in Bengal, after 
long debates, and a variety of amendments being proposed and 
rejected, it was at length put, whether the right of nominating 
the governor and council should be vested in the Crown or in 
the Company : it was carried in favour of the former. 

This appointment of executive officers by Parliament was 
highly condemned as unconstitutional, most pernicious in its 
example, productive of faction and intrigue, and calculated for 
extending a corrupt influence in the Crown ; as freeing mi- 
nisters from all responsibility', whilst it leaves them all the 
effects of patronage. 

Notwithstanding the opposition, the bill was reatl a third 
time, and passed on the 19th June, anti received the royal 
assent on the 21st of that month. 

On the 1st July Parliament w’as prorogued, when the King, 
in his speech, adv'crted to the measures adopted with reference 
to India, in the following terms: — 

** I cannot close this session without assuring you, that I 
** have observed with much satisfaction the zeal, assiduity, 
“ and perseverance with wliich you have applied yourselves 
** to the very important business which at the meeting of Par- 
“ liament I recommended to your particular attention ; and 
“ trust that the laws wliich have been the result of your de- 
“ liberations, w’ill be found to answer tlie salutary purposes for 

which they were intended.” 

Tims was established the R^ulating Act of tlie 13th Geo. 
Ill, cap. 63, which first laul;;4^>wii any specific laws for the 
government of the affiiir'i of India, and for the appointment of 
a governor-general and council. Alterations and modifica- 
tions have been made from time to time*, which will be shortly 
noticed. 

In 1781, the power of appointing to the office of governor- 
general was vested in the Court of Directors, subject to his 
Majesty’s approbation : in 1781, such power was confirmed, 
and in 1786, it was declared that his Majesty’s approbation of 
the parties nominated by the Court was not necessary. 

In that year, Mr. Diindas brought in a bill for anicndiiig the 
act passed in 1784, for regulating the government of the Com- 
pativ* Previous to the first mention of the subject by Mr. Dimdas, 

Mr. 
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Mr* Francis had moved for leave to bring in a bill wiili the same 
title, but much more extensive ui iLs objects. Upon tliis motion 
the previous question was put, and carried without a division. 

Tlie prineijjal object of Mr. J3iindas’s bill w'as to enlarge 
the powers cif tlie governor-general ; fir5»t, by vesting in liini 
tlie Tiominalion to vacant seats in council ; secondly, by 
uniting the offices of gt)verm>r-gciicial and comm and er-in- 
chief of the forces ; and thirdly, by autliorizing him to 
decide upon every measure, vJiethcr his council agreed 
with him or not. 'flic bill was coiunilLted on the 22d of 
March, when tlie clauses conferring so extraordinary a degree 
of power on tlie governor-ircneral were opposed by Mr. 
llurke, who juo tested in tlie strongest terms against the prin- 
ciple of a bill wliich, lit? said, was to introduce an arbitrary 
and despotic governinciit in India, on the false pretence of its 
tending greatly to the strength and security of the British pos- 
sessions there, and giving energy, vigour, and despatch ; its 
eoiistaiil features being weakness, debility, and delay. In 
answer to tlu sc olijeclioiis, ^Ir. Diirulas contended, that before 
geiillemeii took upon them to charge the empowering the 
governor-general to act in cases of emergency without the 
concurrence of the council, as the introduction of arbitrary 
government, it behoved them to prove, that arbitrary goveni- 
meiit depended more upon one person governing tlian two, 
a ijtisitioii wliich lie lx. lieved it Avoiild not be easv to make 

• jg: . * 

out. He had ever coiisidS^ed the governing by kiiowii 
laws, the ]>reser\aliou of aj^^ the rights and franchises of 
subjects, ami trial in all cascit of proj>eriy by the established 
jiidicaliiiv of the country, as the invariable and undoubted 
proofs of freedom. This was the real case with India; the 
person entrusted with tlie adiuiiiisiration of the country was, 
indeed, vested with more power; but be bad, therefore, the 
greater responsibility, though in cases of great emergency he 
was allowed to act without the concurrence of his council; 
yet lie liatl still his council to advise w'ith, and they were 
always about liiin as checks and controls on liis conduct: in 
fact, in proportion as be liad more personal power, so had the 
bill provided more responsibility. All the mischief and all 
the misfortunes which had foi; years taken place in India, he 

2 B 4 was 
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was- satisfied) after long and attentive inquiry into the affliirs 
of that country, arose entirely from the party principles of the 
members of the different councils in existence there, and the 
factious scenes whicli those councils had almost uniformly pre- 
sented. The bill was supported by large majorities in both 
Houses, and finally passed into a law. (20 Geo. Ill, cap. 16.) 

The following is a suinniary of the existing laws : 

The government-general of llengal continues supreme: 
the prt^sidencies of Fort St. Gt?orgo and Bombay, are subor- 
dinate to it. The Government of Bengal consists of a gover- 
nor-general and throe mendjers of council : the subordinate 
presidencies, in the particular cases oi* concluding treaties with 
the native powers in India, levying war, making peace, col- 
lecting and applying revenues, levying and employing forces, 
and, ill general, in all matters of civil and military adminis- 
tration, are placed under the superintendence* of the govern- 
ment-general of Bengal; and, in all cases, are to obey its 
orders, unless the directors should have sent instructions to 
the contrary, not known to the govi*rnment-gt'neral ; hut’, in 
such case, the subordinate presidencies are to give the govern- 
ment-general immediate notice of the same. 

The civil members of council are to he appointed from 
the list of civil servants who have resided ten years in the 
civil service in India. 

When a vacancy of governor-general or governor may 
happen, anil no provisional successor a|)]M>inted, it is to be 
filled up by the senior of tlio civil counsellors, till a suc- 
cessor shall arrive: the vacant seat, in council, occasioned 
by this contingency, is during the tiim? to be sujiplicd from 
the senior merchants, at the nominntiou of the acting gover- 
nor-general : if only one counsellor shall then remain, the 
Oovernor-Gcneral has jiower, in case of vacancies in council, 
to supply them from the senior iriercliants until siicci^ssors, 
duly appointiHl, shall take their seats. In all tliesc cases, the 
^salaries or allowances are to attach to the acting members 
wllite in office. 

In case any member c/f council shall be disabled from 
atteoding, by casual illness or infirmit}', provision is made to 
/6upply bis place. 

Upon 
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Upon the clepai'tiire of any governor, or member of gov-em- 
incut from India for Europe, or of any written intimation 
dcilivered in by them to such effect, such dejiarture, or writing, 
is to be held as an avoidance of office. 

The mode of coiul 11 cling business in the Council Board is 
as follows : — 

Tlic subjects proposed by the President are first to be dis- 
cussed, and he is to have the power of adjourning any ques- 
tions which may he proposed by the nienibers of council, 
but not more than twice, and not longer than forU’-eight hours 
each time. 

All orders arc to be expressed as made by ilic Ciovernor- 
General in Ctuincil. Powers are given to tlie Governor-General 
to ael contrary to the opinions of the members of council; 
but, in such cases, the Governor-General, is alone to be respon- 
sible. On such occasions the (iovcrnor-General and counsel- 
lors are to coinmimicate to each other their opinions and 
reasons, by minutes in writing, and to meet a second time ; 
and if both retain their first opinions, the miniilcs are to 
be entered on the consul Uitions, and the orders of the Gover- 
nor-General are to he deemed valid and put in execution. 

In the event of tlui Ch>vernor-Gencral visiting any subor- 
dinate presidency, he is vested with the power to appoint 
a vice-])residi*nt, to act in Bengal during his absence, who, 
witli the coiineil, are to administer the government in that 
jiresideney only, the authority of the Governor-General, and 
that of his counsel, are transferred to the Council Board of 
the Presidency, where he may be presunt, except in judicial 
cases. 

When the Governor-General, is at a subordinate presidency, 
the governor of that presidency is only to have one voice in 
council : his other authorities, except in judicial cases, becom- 
ing suspended ; and if tlie CUwernor-Gcneral should be in the 
field, not attended by a council, all the governments and 
officers arc tt> obey liis orders, he alone being responsible, 
'riiesc extraordinary powers, however, are not to extend to 
the imposing of taxes, nor to any act which might not be 
done by the whole council, nor to any JudiciiU case, nor to the 
suspension of any standing order of government : and these 

powers 
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pawers of the Governor-General are not to be exercised by 
persons casually succeeding to the temporary governmeiil- 

The Government is laid under restrictions to prevent war, 
or extension of territory, in India, unless hostilites against the 
Company, or their allies, should render war and its conse- 
quences unavoidable. 

The members of the subordinate governiiieiits who juight 
act contrary to this decree, or to the orders of the Governor- 
General, are to be suspended from their offices, or dismissed 
the service, besides being liable to farther punishinenl. The 
subordinate presidencies, for the purposes of preserving uni- 
formity in the system of government, are rcquireil with every 
possible despatch to communicate all matters of importance to 
the Supreme Government. The Governor-General is vested 
witli the power of apprehending all persons suspected of illicit 
correspondence, of exatiiiiiing and cross-examining witnesses, 
and the evidence given by them is to be recorded : such per- 
sons may be tried either in India, or may be sent liome for 
trial ; tlie depositions of the witnesses, in the latter case, are 
to be sent home, and to he received in evidence, but subject to 
impeachment in respect to the coinpeteiic-y of the witnesses. 

In all cases where there may be an equality of voices, tlie 
acting president of tlie council is vested with iht^ power of 
giving the casting vote. 

Madras. 

In the year 1625-6, the agents of the Comjiany at Ihintam, 
in Java, suggested to the authorities in Kurope, the expediency 
of directing their attention U> tlie trade on the C\>romandel 
coast, and at the close of the season despat chctl a vessel from 
Batavia to Masulipatain with a cargo. In addition to the fac- 
tory at th8t place, they fixed on a station at Arniiigoii, between 
Nellore and Pullicat. In 1638, tlie situation of Armagon 
was not considered favourable for increasing the Company\s 
commerce in that quarter. Measures were accordingly taken 
to fix upon a more eligible spot. Mr. Day, one of the coun- 
cil at Masulipatam, selected Madraspatam ; the Naig of that 
district having offered to erect a fort at his own cost, pro- 
vided 
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vided the English would settle there, and likewise to exempt 
them from all customs on trade: so much importance was 
attaclicd to securing this position, that witliout waiting for 
instructions from Englaml, a fortification was commenced at 
the expense of the Company, giving to the fort the name of 
Fort St. Ceorgk; the town retaining its original appel- 
lation. 

In 1653, Fort St. George was rai.sed to the rank of a presi- 
dency ; and, on the application of the Company in 1687, it 
wjis incorported by royal charter from his Majesty King 
Clnirles II. The question was agitated before the Privy 
Council, whether such charter should proceed from the King 
under the great seal of England, or from the Company, under 
its broad seal, from being vested with a right to exercise a 
delegated sovereign in India. His Majesty was pleased to 
consent to its going under the seal of the Company. For the 
particulars of the discii.ssion before the privy counsel, vide 
T/ie Soveuek.n. 

In 16!)r2, the French formed a settlement at Pondicherry, on 
the coast of Coromandel. In 1716, a French fleet anchored 
off Fort St. George : which jdace capitulated after sustaining 
a bombardment for five days. It was restored by the treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapclle, and delivered up to tlie English in August 
1715). It was again besieged by ]M. Tally, and the Count 
D’Estaign in 1758, but an arrival of a convoy with troops 
under Admiral Pocockc, from llombay, and the want of sup- 
plies oil t)ie part i)f the enemy, obliged them to raise the 
siege. In 1767, Hviler Ally, one of the mo>t formidable foes 
which the Ilrilisli had to contend v. iili in India, began his 
first operations against the English, ami approaclied without 
opposition u> the very precincts of Madras. The situation of 
the Company in ilengal compared with their position on the 
CViroTniuulel coast, was very diflorent. In lieiigatf possessed 
of the authority of Uewan, they were invested with the prin- 
cipal functions of the internal government of that counti-y : 
At Madras, they were dependants on Mahomed Ally, whose 
interest they had upheld ; and who, through their influence, 
had been proclaimed Nabob of the Carnatic ; wdiicli country 
was mindered independent of the Nissam. The Nabob, un- 

cqual 
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equal to the charge of protecting his own dominions, tr^us-^ 
ferred to the English, who already possessed the maritime dis- 
trict pf the four Northern Circars (obtained from the Mogul 
in 1765), the military defence of the country, allowing out of 
its. revenues a sum proportionate to the expense incurred by 
that arrangement. A detail of the ulterior measures, which 
were adopted with regard to the Carnatic, will be found under 
the head of Carnatic Commissioners. 

When Bengal was declaretl to be the seat of tlic Governor- 
General in Council by the act of the 13th Geo. Ill, cap. 63, 
in 1773, Madras and Bombay were designated presidencies 
subject to Bengal ; and it was not until 1781, that the adminis- 
trulLOii of the affairs of each of those settlements was vested in n 
governor and three counsellors, by the act of the 2 llh Geo. Ill, 
cap. 25, under which form the^' are still administered, accord- 
ing to the legislative provisions hereafter mentioned. 

Bombay. 

The first settlement of the East-India Company on the 
western side of India was at Surat, a populous city in the 
province of Gir/erat, where a factory w'as established in 1612. 
It became the chief commercial establishment of the (\nn- 
pany, when their agents were obliged to retire from Bantam. 
The Island of Bombay had been ceded by the crown of Por- 
tugal to King Charles II, iis a part of the dowTV of the Infanta 
Catherine, who w\ts married to the King in 1661. In 1668, 
the King granted the Island of Bombay to the Company ; 
and in 1687, it w'as constituted the chief scat of the British 
government in India, all the other settlements lieing de- 
clared subordinate to it. '^Ilie Court of Ilircctors consiilercd 
it as the key of India, and it w'as accordingly to be fortifietl 
‘‘ as strong as art and money conhl make it.” It lias already 
been obsci|Vcd that, in 1773, it was declared a presidency siili- 
j,ect to Bengal ; and in 1784 w'as formed into a government, 
consisting of a governor and three counsellors, under which 
fomi its affairs continued to be administered. 

PitiNCB OE Wajles’ Iseand, Singapore, and Malacca. , 

JP.UI-O Penang, subsequently called Prince of WaJes^ Island* 
in the Straits of Malacca, was grunted by the King of.^ueda. 

to 
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toth^ East-India Coitipaiiy, and taken possession of by Capta'in' 
Light on the 11th August 1786, under the authority of th^‘ 
Bengal government. The objects contemplated at the forma- 
tion of the settlement wore both commercial and political; 
to connect the Bengal and China trade, and procure a wind- 
ward port during the north-east monsoon for tlic refreshment 
and repair of the King’s sliij>s in time of war. Captain Light 
was authorized to receive such colonists as he might judge 
expedient, and to allot such portion of land to each family as cir- 
cumstances would admit. In 1860, tise Court of Directors, from 
the importance of Prince of AValcs’ Island in a commercial point 
of view, issued orders that a senior civil servant from Bengal 
fully competent to the charge should be immediately" appointed 
superinteiulant of llie island. TIic Bengal government, in the 
interim, had appointed 8ir'Gcorge Leith, Bart., to’the charge. 
In 1805 it was determined that the fiitiirc system of managing 
the affairs at that setllement should be by a governor and 
three other members of council, who were accordingly 
nominated and proceeded to their duty in the course of that 
year. 

The same system was continued until the year 1825, with 
the exception of the members of council being reduced to two, 
ill addition to the governor. In the year 1819 Sir Stamford 
RafHcs, then Lieutenant Governor of Bencoolen, wiis deputed 
bv the C lover nor-General the Alarquis of Hastings to proceed, 
to the Straits of jMalacca, with the view of fixing upon some., 
settlement in the Eastern Archipelago, whicli should present a 
favourable ]>osition for counteracting ilic eObrts which the 
Dutch were exerting to engi'oss the whole of the trade of the 
Eastern Islands, to the total exclusion of the British trader. 
The result was the acquisition of tlie island of Singapore. 
Considerable differences arose out of this transaction — the 
Dutch contending that by treaty with the state of Rhio, to 
which they represented Singapore as subject, wo had no 
right or pretension to fix the British flag on the latter set- 
tlement. In order to adjust such diflereiice, and to remove 
all further cause of disagreement bctw"con*thc agents of the 
British and Netherlands governments in India, a negotia- 
tion w^s opened in Great Britain in 182S, and brought to a 
conclusion in 1824, when 21 treaty between bis Britannic 

Majesty 
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aiiid the King of the Netherlatids, bearing date the 17 th 
Marck in that year, was concluded and signed; by which the 
British agreed to withdraw from the island of Sumatra, ceding 
(with the consent of the East-India Company) the settlement of 
Bencoolen and its dependencies to the Dutch, in exchange for 
which the whole of the Dutch possessions on the continent of 
Iiidiii, as well as the settlement of Malacca, were transferred to 
Great Britain, with the undisputed possession of Singapore. 

The said possessions on the continent of India, together 
with the island of Singapore and the settlement of Malacca, 
were transferred to the East-India Company, under the pro- 
visions of the 5th Geo. IV, cap. lOS; and by an act of the 
following 3 ’ear, 6th Geo. IV, caj). H5, the Company were au- 
thorized to annex Singapore and Malacca to Prince of W'ales’ 
Island, or otherwise as tliejr might sec fit. Under tlie fore- 
going powers the Court of Directors issued orders on the 
12th October 1825, constituting the three scttlemonls one 
government, to consist of a governor and tliree counsellors; 
one counsellor to be resident at Prince of V’uW Island, one 
at Singapore, and one at Malacca. I'he wliole being d(‘‘:Tgnated 
the Governou in Council of Prince of Wales’ Island, 
Singapore, and Malacca; which government is subj(;cl to 
the Supreme Government in Bengal, under the 40th and 44th 
sections of the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 52. 


L A W S. 

form of (jfjvcnimcnl. 

LAWS. (1) And be it further enacted, that the whole civil Oovi-rnmonNof 
lim military government of tlie presidency of 1'okt 

33 G^. 8, William in ltEN<;Ai., and also the ordering, manage- vcrnorsimd three 

c. 5^ ment, and covenimcnt of ail tlie territorial acquisitions >■«- 

S 24 . 1 ^ • 1 I • 1 • n n I MH’Ctivi ly. — 

* and reventtes in the kingdoms or j)rovinees of 15engal, Form of’ go- 

. Babar, and Orissa, shall be and are hereby vested in a vernmenc 

governor-general and three conmellors of and for the said presi- 
dency, subject to such rules, regulations, and restrictions as are made, 
provided, or established in that behalf in this net, or in any other act 
or acts now in force, and not by this act repealed or altered ; and 
that the whole civil and military government of the presidency of 
Fort St. George, on the coast of Coromandel, and the ordering, 
management, and government of all the territorial acquisitions and 
’ revenues on the said coast, and also so much and such parts of the 

territories 
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1793. 
33 Geo. 

$ 24 . 


t^itories and ppsBessjong on the coast of Orissa, with the reyenui^ LAWS, 
of the same, have been and now are under the administration ci 
the government or presidency of Fort St. George, shall be and are 
hereby vested in a governor and three counsellors of and for the said 
presidency of Fort St. George, subject to such rules, regulations, 
and restrictions as aforesaid ; and that the whole civil and military 
government of the presidency and island of Bombay on the coast of 
Malabar, and the ordering, management, and government of all the 
territorial acquisitions and revenues on the said coast of Malabar, 
shall be and arc hereby vestc^d in a governor and three counsellors of 
and for the said prtjsidcncy and island of Bombay, subject as afore- 
said, and the said governors and councils of the said presidencies of 
Fort St. (jcorgc and Bombay respectively, being also subject to the 
superintendence and control of the said Governor-General in Council, 
in manner by this act provided or directed in that behalf, any act or 
acts to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Council, 


Form o/* Proceeding in 


Councils, in the 
first place, to 
consider matters 


(:i) And be it further enacted, that the Governor- 
General and counsellors of Fort William, and the se- 


proposed hy the veral governors and counsellors of l^ort St. George and 

govenn»r, who Bombay shall at their respective council boards pro- 
may prj.^tponc ,.1^ % , . /.*! 

any matters pro- in the first placc to the Consideration of such 

posed by conn- matters or (juestions as shall be proposed by tbc go- 
sellors. vernor-general, or by the governors of the said presi- 

dencies respectively ; and as often as any matter or question shall 
be j)ropouiulcd by any of the said counsellors, it shall be competent 
to the said governor-general or governor respectively, to postpone or 
adjourn the discussion thereof' to a future day; provided that no 
such adjournment shall exceed forty-eight hours, nor shall the matter 
or question so proposed he adjourned more than twice without the 
consent of the counsellor who proposed the same. 


$38. 


If any Member incapable of attending, a provisional Successor may be 

called in. 

(3) And be it further enacted, that if any of the members of the 534, 

council of cither of the said presidencies shall by any infirmity or 
otherwise be rendered incapable of acting, or of nttendin^ to act as 
such, or if any of such members shall be absent from the prcsidenc}', 
and the governor-general, or cither of the said governors, shall be 
desirous of having the advice of u full council upon any urgtmt busi- 
ness, the governor general, or such governors respectively, shalJ* by 
virtue of this act, have full power and authority to call any provisional 
successor appointed then on the spot, or, there being none such tm 
the spot, then any senior merchant on the spot, to assist at the coun- 
cil board for that turn ; but that such provisional successor, or other 

person 
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I«AWSi fiersm shallmcff be entitled to any salary or other emolument in 
respect thereof, nor shall his acting as an occasional iHkinber of coun- 
asOflOL 3. manner aforesaid, deprive liim of any office or employment be 

$ 34 . before enjoyed. 


Commander-in^ Chief in India may he appointed to CounciL 

$ 32. (4)^ And be it Airther enacted, that when the office TJie i-ommr.n- 

of governor-general, and the office of comniander-in- 
chief of ail the forces in India, shall not he vested in ^rovernor at the 
the same person, such conimander-in-chicf shall and 
may, if specially authorized l()r that purpose by the Directors, 
said Court of Directors, and not otherwise, bo a mom- ho tUv st roiid 
ber of the council of Fort William ; and that when 
the offices of governor of Fort St. (loorgo, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces there, sliall be vested in different 
persons, or the offices of governor of lloinbay and connnander-in- 
chief of the forces in Bombay, shall be vested in different persciis, 
such respective commandcrs-in-chief shall and may, if specially au- 
thorized by the Court of Directors, and not otherwise, be a member 
of council at the said respective presidencies; and that wlieii any 
commander-in-chief shall be appointed a member of any of the said 
councils, such commander shall have rank and precedence at the 
council board next to the governor-general, or governor of the same 
presidency; but no conmiander-in-cliicf shall be entitled to any salary 
or einolumeni in respect of his being a member of any of the sai<l 
councils, unless the same shall be specially granted by the Court of 
Directors of the said C’ompany. 

While resident at Fort St. Geonre or Bombay ^ shall be a Member if 

Comu.il. 


5 3.3. (5) Provided always, and be it further ena(tt(Ml, that when the com- 

mander-in-chief of all the forces in India (not being likewise governor- 
general) shall happen to be resident at either of the presidencies of 
Fort St. George or Bombay, the said commnnder-in chief shall, from 
the time of his arrival, and during Jiis continuance at such presidency, 
bo a member of the council of such presidency, and during that period 
the provincial commander-in-chief of tlie’^J^ces of tlic same presi- 
dency, if he shall he a member of the coini^! thereof, shall and may 
continue to sit and deliberate, but sliuli not have any voice at the 
council board. 


1805 . 

45 Geo. 3t 

€. 36 , 1 1 . 


Provincial Commander of the Forces in Bengal. 


(6) Be it enacted by the King’s most excel- 
lent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Lords, spiritual and temporal, and Commons, 


'JTie Court of 
Directors rrny 
appoint tUc c^m- 
nijii(ii>r till* 


in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
audiority of the same, that it shall and may be 
lawful to and for the Court of directors of the t<» In; 


of tile 
■ompnny on tlu* 


said 
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unember of the said United Company speeially to ai^thyrize and ap^ LAW& 
wnSam^^ Commander of the militacy forees of the said 

withstanding the United Company on the Bengal establishment to be a 45 Geo;S, 
office of gover- member of the said Supreme Council of Fort William c. se/S 1. 
commander - ill - aforcsaid, notwithstanding the office of ^vemor'-ge- 
chief be vested in neral of Fort William aforesaid, and the office of com- 
the same person, maiulcr-in-chief of all the forces in India, shall be , 
vested In the same person. 

And such coni- (7) And be it enacted, that when any such com- § 2 . 
mandcr simll mander of the military forces of the said United Coin- 
Board next tu the pnny on the Bengal establishment shall be appointed 
governor - gene - member of the said Supreme Council, such com- 
succeed ^ to ^ the mander shall have rank and precedence at the council 
government in board next to the governor-general, but he shall not 
case of vacancy, succeed to the government of such presidency on the 
ally appointed to happening of a vacancy m the office of governor-ge- 
neral, unless such commander of the military forces of 
52, ^ ^ United Company on the Bengal establishment 

shall have been provisionally appointed to supply the 
same ; but such vacancy shall be supplied by the counsellor next in 
rank at the council hoard to such commander of the military forces 
of the said United Company on the Bengal establishment ; any thing 
contained in an act, passed in the thirty third year of the reign of his 
present Majesty, or any other law, or usage to the contrary thereof in 
anywise notwithstanding. 

Such commander (8) Provided always, and be it cnacteJ, that any § a. 
mVmbcr"^^^ coiniiiaiuler so to be appointed a member of the said 
council, sliali be supreme council as hereinbefore is mentioned, shall be 
subject to re- subject to recall by the same persons, and in the same 
manner, and shall have the same powers, franchises, 
and authorities, in all respects as a member of council, as if he had 
been appointed thereto as commander-in-chief of all the forces in 
India. 


Froceedhigs of Council to be signed by Governor^General. 

If the governor- >9^ further eiiactcd, that if the governor- 

Williiim, or tlic general oyrort- William in Bengal tor the time being, 


governor of Fort 
St. George or of 
Boiiibiiy, shall 
signify Ids in- 
tended absence 
from the council, 
the senior mem- 
ber present sliall 
preside ; but no 
act of Well coun- 
cil shall be valid, 
unless signed by 
the govei^iior-ge- 
neral or governor 


or the governor of the said presidency' of Fort St. 
George, and of the said presidency and island of 
Bombay respectively for the time being, shall happen 
to be absent from any council to be assembled for the 
said respective presidencies of Fort-William and Fort 
St. George, and the said presidency and island of 
Bombay, owing to indisposition or any other cause 
whatsoever, and shall sigiidy such his intended absence 
to such council so to be assembled, then and in every 
such case the senior member for the time being who 
2 c shall 


1799. 

39 and 40 
Geo. 3, 
c. 79, § 12. 
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LAWS. 

170!>. 
39 and 40 
-Geo, 3, 
c. 79, 
SJ2. 

Jt . 


I7v:i. 

3:i Geo. 3» 
c. 52, 
§47. 


be jirese^^t at the cou»6tl so assembled, shall pre- 
side at such council, in such manner, and with such 
full powers and authorities, during the lime that such 
council shall continue to be assembled, us such governor- 
general or governor might or would have had in case 
such governor-general or governor were himself actu- 
ally 'pu^sent at such council: provided nevertheless, 
that no act of any council so held shall be valid to any 
effect whatsoever, unless the same shall be .signed by 
such governor-general or governor respectively, if such 
governor-general or governor shall at the time be resi- 
dent at the presidency at vihich such council shall be 
so assembled, and shall not be prevented by such 
indisposition from signing the sane: provided always, 
that in case such governor-general or governor, not 
being so prevented as aioresaid. shall decline or refuse 
to sign such act of council, ho and the several members 
of the council who shall have signed the same, shall 
mutually exchange with and eoniinunicate in writing 
to each other the grounds and reasons of their respec- 
tive opinion.^, in like manner and subject to such regulations and 
ultimate respon.sibility of sueli governor g(‘ncral or governor respec- 
tively, as are by the said act, passed in the thirty-third year of the 
reign of his present Majesty, provided and directed, in cases where 
such governor-general or governor respectively shall, when present, 
dissent from any measure propo.sed or agitated in sueli council re- 
spectively : provided also, that nothing herein contained shall be taken 
or .construed to prevent sucli governor-general, in case lie shall be 
absent from his own government of IkingMl, to nominate a vice-presi- 
dent and deputy-governor of l ort-Williain, according to the provision 
for that purpose in the said act pa.s.sed in the thirty-third year of his 
present Majesty. ' 


respectively, if 
resident at the 
presidency, and. 
not prevented by 
indisposition ; 
and if not so pre- 
vented, and he 
shall refuse to 
sign, he and the 
members who 
shall have signed, 
shill I mutually 
communicate tlie 
grounds of tli( ir 
opinions ns di- 
rected !)y recited 
act of a:j Geo 
where he shall, 
when present, 
di.ssent from the 
eouneil. — 'Hie 
governor-geru- 
ral, when absent, 
may nominate m 
vice-j)resident 
and iliputy-go- 
vernor of Fort- 
Williain. 


I ,idepcndrnt Poicr/M of (Governors, 

Governor-General or Govn iwrs mat/ act xvitluml Concurrence of their 

Council, 

(10) And whereas it will tend greatly to the strength (iovernor-gene- 
and security of the Briti.sh possessions in India, and governors 

give energy, vigour, anil despatch to tlic measures and pnlpUTril 

proceedings of the executive government within the eouncfl, about 

respective presidencies, if the governor-general of Fort- ]? *“^** ‘l*^*'**’ 

« 1 111 *he other 

VVJlliam in Bengal, and the several governors of Tort members, to bo 

St, George and Bombay, were vested with dis- adopted or sus- 

cretienary power of acting without the concurrence of 

their rcspeQjivc councils, or forbearing to act according to their 

opinions, in cases of high importance, and essentially affecting tlu; 

public interest and welfare, thereby subjecting themselves personally 

fo 
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to ansurer to their country for so acting, %t forbearing to act : be it LAWS, 
enacted, tliat when and so often as any measure or question shall be 
proposed or agitated in the supreme* council at Fort-William in Ben- 8^ 

gal, or in either of the councils of Fort St. George and Bombay, c. 52, 

whereby the interests of the said United Company, or the safety or ^ 

tranquillity of the British possessions in India, or any part thereof, 
are, or may, in the judgment of the governor-general, or of tM'i&id 
governors respectively, be essentially concerned or affected, and the 
said governor-general, or such governors respectively, shall be of 
opinion that it will be expedient either that the measures so proposed, 
or agitated ought to be adopted or carried into execution, or that the 
same ought to be suspended or wholly rejected, and the several other 
members of such council then present shall differ in and dissent from 
such opinion, the said governor-general or such governor, and the 
other members of the council, shall, and they arc hereby directed 
forthwith mutually to exchange with and communicate in council to 
each other, in writing, under their respective hands (to be recorded 
at large on their secret consultations) the respective grounds and 
reasons of their respective opinions ; and if, after considering the 
same, the said governor-general, or such governor respectively, and 
the other members of the said council, shall severally retain their 
opinions, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said governor- 
gOfteral in the Supreme C’ouncil of Fort- William, or cither of the said 
governors in their respective councils, to make and declare any order 
(to bo signed and subscribed by the said governor-general, or by the 
governor making the same) for suvspontling or rejecting the measure or 
question so proposed or agitated, in part or in the whole, or to make 
and declare siu*h order and resolution for adopting and carrying the 
measure so proposed or agitated into execution, as the said governor- 
general, or sueli governors in llieir respective councils, shall think 
fit and expedient ; whicli said last-mentioned order and resolution, so 
made and declared, shall be signed as well by the said governor- 
general, or the governor so making and declaring the same, as by all 
the other members of the council then present, and shall by force and 
virtue of this act be as effectual and valid, to all intents and purposes, 
as if all the said other members had advised the same, or concurred 
therein ; and the said members of council, and all officers, civil and 
military, and all other persons concerned, shall be and they are 
hereby commanded, authorized, and enjoined to be obedient thereto, 
and to Ire aiding and assisting in their respective stations in the carry- 
ing the same into execution. 

Their Responsibiliti^. 

Govehior-genc- (11) And be it further enacted, that the governor- § 48 . 
any order" or governor, wlio shall declare and command 
out the consent any such order or resolution to be made and recorded 
ofthc council re. without the assent or concurrence of any of the other 

^ c: members 
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LAWS, ineiubers oi’ council, shall alone be held responsible for sponsible fur the 
the same, and the consequences thereof. 


1793. (12) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that Butnottomeke 

nothing in this act contained shall extend, or be con- could*^nut baye * 
£ 49 . strued to extend, to give power to the said governor- been made With 
general of Fort-William in Bengal, or to either of the 
said g^ernors of Fort Sl George and Bombay respec- 
tively^ to make or carry into execution any order or resolution which 
could not have been lawfully made and executed with the concurrence 
of the councils of the respective governments or presidencies, any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 


This discretionary and indcpniderU Power not to he exercised by a pr o- 
visional Successor as Governor, 

§ 50. (13) Provided also, and be it further enacted and Discrttionaiy 

declared, that nothing in this act contained shall 
tend, or be construed to extend, to give any discre- 
tionary power of acting or forbearing to act, w ithout the concurrence 
of the other members of council, unto any person on w hom the said 
office of governor-general, or the said office of governor respectively, 
shall happen to devolve by the death or resignation of any governor- 
general, or governor, for the time being respectively, or unto lyiy 
deputy governor-general, unless such person shall have been pro- 
visionally appointed to succeed to such respective office by the said 
(^ourt of Directors, or unless and until such person shall have been 
or shall be confirmed in the said office : and that in the mean time 
all orders, resolutions, and other acts and things in such presidency 
shall be determined by the voice of the major part in number of the 
governor-general and counsellors, or governor and counsellors present 
at the making or doing thereof, such governor-general or governor 
having on any equality of voices a casting vote, and not otherwise, or 
in any other manner ; any thing ki this act contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Not to be exercised in certain Cases. 

§ 51 . (14) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that nothing herein 

contained shall be construed to give power or authority to tlie gover- 
nor-general of I ort-William in Bengal, or cither of the governors of 
Fort St. George and Bombay respectively, to make or carry into exe- 
cution any order or resolution against the opinion or concurrence of 
the counsellors of their respective governments, in any matter which 
shall come under the consideration of the said governor-general and 
governors in council respectively, in their judicial capacity; or to 
make, repeal, or suspend any general rule, order, or regulation, for 
the good order and civil government of the said United (Company's 
settlements; or to impose, of his own authority, any lax or duty 
within the said respective governments or presidencies. 


Powers 



Ct6VEUS^MI?KTS in INDIA. Mo 


Potvers Governor- General when at other Presidencies. LAWS, 

powers of ( 15 ) And be it further enacted, that when tlic govcr* 
eithofofrh” other ^or-general of Fort William in Bengal for the timo 
prt^idendes vest- being shall find It expedient to visit the presidency of j 
vernor gcnml' (icorgc, Or the presidency of l^ombay, or 

during his si.iy any province or place in India, the powers and^utho- 
in the president ritics of the governor or other chief officer or officers 
of such presidency, province, or place, shall from th<' 
time of the proclamation of the arrival of the said governor-general 
therein be suspended (except with regard to judicial procecding.s), 
and shall so continue to be suspended, until otlier proclamation he 
made to the contrary by the order of the said governor-general, or 
otherwise, until the said governor-general shall depart therefrom, and 
no longer ; and that during that interval the powers and authorities of 
the said governor, or other chief officer, shall be vested in the said 
governor-general, with libcrt}^ nevertheless for such governor to sit 
and act as a member of the council of such presidency ; and that the 
said governor general in council, at either of the said presidencies of 
Fort Saint George and Bombay, shall be invested with the powers and 
authorities of the governor in couneil of the same presidency or set- 
tlement rcsj)ectivcly, and also with the same ample powers and autho- 
rities as can or may be exercised by the governor- general in council 
at Fort W'illiam by force and virtue of this act. 


To nominate a Vice-President during his Absence. 

(16) And he it further enacted, that when and so often as the said j iS. 
governor-general sliall on any occasion be absent from his own govern- 
ment of Bengal, such one of the members of the council thereof as 

the .said governor-general shall nominate for that purj)osc, shall be 
styled and act as vice-president and deputy-governor of Fort-Williani, 
and that the government of the said presidency shall be exercised by 
such vice-president or deputy, and the other members or member of 
the said council, in like manner, and no further or otherwise than as 
the government of the said presidencies of Fort .Saint George and 
Bombay may be exercised by the governors in council tliere, subject 
n^crthclcss to the restrictions in this at:t contained. 

^ While absent mat/ issue Orders to other Presidencies. 

(17) And be it further enacted, tliat if the said governor-general, $ 
during his absence from his own government in Bengal, shall judge 

it necessary to issue any orders or directions to any of the said govern- 
ments or presidencies in India, or to any of the officers or servants of 
the said Company acting under the authority of any of the said pre- 
sidencies, without previously communicating such orders or instruc- 
tions to the said respective governments, under tlie authority of which 
sucli officers or servants shall he acting, it shall and may he lawful 
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LA'WS. for him to issue the same, and that the said respective governments 
or presidencies, and also such officers and servants shall, and they 
33 Geo. 3, are hereby sevcrdlly and respectively authorized and required to obey 
the . same, and such orders and instructions shall be of the samcTorcc 
^ as if the same had been made by the said governor-general in council 
at Fort-William, but not of any greater or other force or validity ; 
and ^.mt if such orders or directions shall be made by the said 
goverftor-general of his own sole authority, or without the concur- 
rence of the other members of council of either of the said presiden- 
cies of Fort St. George and Ilombay respectively, in that case the 
said governor-general shall be alone held responsible for tlie same, 
in the like manner us for any orders or resolutions by him made in 
council at Fort-Williarn, of his own sole authority, without the con-’ 
cun^ence of the other members of the same council, according to the 
directions and true intent and meaning of this act : provided always, 
that such governor-general shall and he is hereby reejuired to transmit 
by the first opportunity, to the governors and councils of the respec- 
tive presidencies to which the officers or servants to whom any such 
orders or instructions shall be so sent to he executed shall bolong, 
copies of such orders and instructions res[)cctively, with his reasons 
or inducements for issuing the same, and also to transmit to the Court 
of Directors of the said Company, by the first opportunity that siliall 
or may occur, a copy of all orders and instructions by him so sent to 
any of the said governments, presidencies, officers, or servants re- 
spectively, together with his reasons and inducements fo- ending or 
issuing the same. 

P<mer tyf ' the {jtovcrnor-Getwral la act upon his awn Antharitp^ map be 

anspcnded. 

§ fio. (11^) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it shall and may 
be lawful for tlie Court of Directors of the said Company, with tlie 
approbation of the Hoard of Coinmissioners for the Affairs of India, 
to suspend all or any of the powers hereby given to the govenior- 
general at Fort-Williani to act upon his own sole authority, at and for 
such time or times as they may judge expedient or necessary, and that 
the same shall he suspended accordingly, from the time of the umvul 
of their orders for that purpose in India ; and also for the said Cpurt 
of Directors, with such approbation as aforesaid, to revive the said 
powers, when and as tliey shall think fit ; any thing herein contained 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Proceedings of Government. 

When published to be signed by Secretary, 
i 3!). (19) And be it further enacted, that all orders and rroccedinas to 

other proceedings of the governor-general and council 
of Fort-William shall be expressed to be made by the vemorntid co'm- 

governor- 
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dl, and cigiicil by goveriior-geiieral iu council; and that all orders and 
the secretary. other proceedings of the governors and cquncil of Fort 
St. George and Bombay respectively, shall be expressed to be made 
by the governor in council, and not otherwise ; and that the several 
orders and jirocecdings of all the said presidencies shall, previous to 
their being published or put in execution, be signed by the chief 
secretary to the council of the presidency, by the authority go- 


by the priiu’ipnl 
scrretiiry of the 
dcpartnn nt in the 
ubiciice of tlie 
chief hfeietaiy. 
;3.‘} Geo. :i, c. 


vcrnor-genc»*al in council, or thegovernor in council, as the casJBiSay be. 

(:20) And whereas by the act of the thirty-third 
year of his .Majesty’s reign, it is enacted, that the 
several orders and proceedings ol* the presidcifcles of‘ 
Fort William, h’oit St. (Aorge, and Boiiihay, .should, 
prcviou.sly to their being piibli.'^hed and put in execu- 
tion, be signed by the chief secretary to the conneil ol the prcaidency, 
by the authority of the governor-general in council or governors in 
council, as the case may he : and whereas ineonveuienee may arise lo 
the public service, unless some other person, besides sm h ehiel' secre- 
tary, be authorized to .sign such orders and proceedings ; be it there- 
fore further enacted, tluit all such orders and proceedings of the seve- 
ral governments and presidencies in the Fast-Indics and parts at'ore- 
said, shall or may, previously to their being published or put in 
execution, he signed in maimer alore.said, either by the chid’ secretary 
to the government of the said presidency, or. in the absence of such 
chief secretary, by the princi})al secretary of the department of such 
presidency to which such orders and proect'dings relate ; any thing to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 


Other VresUlcncies .yuhjcct lo Bengal, 


(ioyiTnor-^riic- (:;>]) .\nd 1)^^ it further enactcil, that the governor- 
general in council at Imrt AMlliam shall have and he 
c-nipo\uiv(l t«> iinested, by virtue of this act, with full power and 
supmiuiiul the authority to .•'■ui)erintend, control, anti direct the several 

Ollier ]>rcsi(kn- ‘ 

cios, Mailra, ai.il governments and presidencies ot rort ^t. Cicorgc and 
13<Muhay. Bombay, and all other governments eivetid or to be 

ercetetl by the saiil rnited C’ompany, within the limits td’ their saiil 
exclusive trade, in all such [loints as shall relate to any negotiation.', 
or transactions witli the eoimtry powers or states, or levying war or 
making peace, or the collection or application of the revenues of the 
said acquisitions and teiTit()rie.s in India, or to the i’orecs employed at 
any of .siicli presidencies or governments, or to the civil or luilitarN- 
government of the said presidencies, aeejuisitions, or lerritones, or 
any of them. 


^Tho oflior prc.vi. ^22) And in order to prevent the embarrassment ai.d 
tlurorders^onii^ difficulty which may otlierwisc arise from any doubt 
goviTnor-goiieral whether the orders or instructions of the governor- 
general in council of Fort William relate to other 
points than those aloresaid, be it tmfhcr enacted, (liaJ 
fi c t iiotwiih- 


'laws. 

1793. 

33 Geo. 1 
c. 52, 

^ C9. 


K<13. 

5.3 Uco. 3 

C. l.u'), 

§ 7 :*. 


33 (ko. 3 
C. 5-.\ 

§ -ll*. 


§ j]. 
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1793 : 

33 Geo. 3, 
c. .52. § 41. 


repag^oanLloiit* 
htructionK from. 
England. — uo-' 
vernor. general . 
to send ilalofi), 
Ac. of Hespatchen 
iVoiii England, on 
l)oints contained 
in imtritctions to 
]ireNideiicie«, &c., 
who shall trans- 


notwithstanding any doubt which may be entertained 
by -the said presidencies or governments to whom such 
orders or instructions shall be given respecting the 
power of the governor-general in council to give such 
orders, yet the said presidencies or governments shall 
be bound to obey .such orders and directions of the 
said gjjfeemor-general in coimciS^ in all cases what- 
ever, «icept only where they shall Iiave received [)osi- 
tive ordCTS dttnd instructions from the said 

Directors, or from the Secret Committee of Directors, thcv^'Iecm repug- 
by thf authority of the said Board of Commissioners n ant thereto. . 
for the Affairs of India, repu^ant to the orders and instructions of 
the said governor-general, in council, and not known to the said 
governor-general and council at the time of despatching their orders 
and instructions as aforesaid ; and the said governor-general in council 
shall, at the time of transmitting all such orders and instructions, 
transmit therewith the dates of and the times of receiving the last des- 
patches, orders, and instructions, which they have received from the 
Court of Directors, or^froni the said Secret Committee by the direc- 
tion of the said Board of Commissioners, on any of the points contained 
therein; and the said presidencies, governments, and settlements, in 
all cases where they have received any orders from the said Court of 
Directors, or from the said Secret Committee by the direction of the 
Board of Commissioners as aforesaid, which they shall deem repugn 
nant to the orders of the said governor-general in coun. of Fort 
William, and which were not known to the said governor- general and 
council at the time of despatching their orders and instructions as 
afor^aid, shall forthwith transmit copies of the same, together with 
an account of all instructions or orders made by them in consequence 
thereof, to the governor-general in council of Fort William, who 
shall, after the receipt of the same, despatch such further orders and 
instructions to the said presidencies, and governments or settle- 
ments, as the said governor-general in council may judge necessary 
thereupon. 


Other Govern'menls to send Copies of their Proceedings to BcngnL 

§ 44 . (23) And be it further enacted, that the governors 

and counsellors of the said presidencies of Fort Saint ^erto* semMo 
George and Bombay respectively, for the time being, FortWillUmro. 
and the governors and counsellors, or other chief officer 
or officers of and belonging to any other British settle- 
ment in India shall, and they are hereby respectively required, con- 
stantly and diligently to transmit to the said governbr-genenil in 
council at Fort William aforesaid true and ^^xact copies of all orders, 
resolutions, and acts in council of their respective governments, presb> 
den^ies, and councils, and also advice and intelligence of all transac-^ 
tions and matters wliich shall come to their knowledge, material to be 

com- 
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communicated to the governor-general in council of Fort William LAWS, 
aforesaid, or which the said Governor-General in Council shall, from 
time to time, require. 

Recall ()f Officers and Servants vested in the Directors except when the 

King appoints, 

Actnotto pre- (24) Provided always, and be it further enactt^^ that 1793 . 

elude the Direr- jj, aet contained shall extend, or con- 3, 

tors iroin rerall- ^ ^ c 5® S 36 

iiig t/ieir officers- strued to extend, to preclude or take away the power ' 

or servants. jjjc (Joiirt of Directors of the said company from 

removing or recalling any of the officers or servants of the said *cora- 
pany, but that the said court shall and may at all times have full 
liberty to remove, recall, or dismiss any of such officers or servants, 
at their will and pleasure, in the like manner as if this act had not 
been made, any governor-general, governor^ or coinmander-in-chief, 
appointed by his Majesty, his heirs or successors, through the default 
of appointment by the said Court of Directors, always excepted ; any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Resignation of' (iovernor^General^ Governors^ Member of Council, or 
Commander-in- Chief 

While nt the (25) And be it further enacted, that the departure § 
resignathm of a India of any governor-general, governor, member 

governor-gene- of council, or commander-in-chief, witli intent to return 
ifd ^xc deemed in law a resignatfen and avoid- 

vcred*hi wridng office or employment, and that the arrival in 

to the secretary, any part of Europe of any such governor-general, go- 
spetHing*salaH^^^^ vcmor, or member of council, or commander-in-chief, 
shall be a sufficient indication of such intent ; and that no 
act or declaration of any governor-general, or governor, or member of 
council, during his continuance in the presidency whereof he was so 
governor-general, governor, or counsellor, except by some deed or 
instrument in writing, under hand and seal, delivered to the secretary 
for the public department of the same presidency, in order to its being 
recorded, shall be deemed or held as a resignation or surrender of his 
said office ; and that the salary and other allowances of any such 
governor-general , or other officers respectively, shall cease from the 
day of such his departure, resignation, or surrender ; and that if any 
such governor-general, or any other officer whatever in the service of 
the said company, shall quit or leave the presidency or settlement to 
which he shall belong, other than in the known actual ser\nce of the 
said company, the salary and allowances appertaining to his office 
shall not be paid or payable during his absence to any agent or other 
person for bis^usc, and in the event of his not returning back to his 
station at such presidency or settlement, or of his coming to Europe, 
his salary and allowances shall be deemed to have ceased from the 
day of his quitting such presidency or settlement ; any law or usage 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Vacancies 
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§ 80. 




Vacancies of Govemor^General, Governors^ Member of CouncU, and 
Commander-in- Chi f, to be filed by Court. 

(26) And be it further enacted, that all vacancies Vacancies of 
happening in the office of governor-general of Fort tefiin'upby ’ihc 
William in Ilengal, or of any of the members of the directors, 
council there, or of governor of either of 'the Company’s ])residcncies 
or seiMemcnts of Fort St. George or Bombay, or any of the members 
of the council at the same respectively, or of governor of the forts 
and garrisons at Fort William, Fort St. George, or Bombay, or of 
commander-in-chief of all the forces in India, or of any provincial 
commander-in-chief of the forces there, all and every of such vacan- 
cies shall be filled up and supplied by the Court of Diiectors of the 
said United Company, the vacancies of any of the said members 
of council being always supplied from amongst the list of senior mer- 
chants of the said Company, who shall have respectively resided ^en 
years in India in their service, and not otherwise, excei)t as is herein- 
after otherwise provided. 


Directors nv^ecting to fill up, his Majesty may appoint. 


(27) Provided always, and be it further enacted, tliat when and so 
often as the said Court of Directors shall neglect, for the space of 
two calendar months, to be computed from the day whereon the noti- 
fication of the vacancy of any office or employment in India, in the 
appointment' of the said Court of Directors, shall have been received 
by the said court to supply such vacancy, tlien, and in ‘very such 
case, it shall be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs and successors, to 
constitute and appoint, by writing, under his or tlieir royal sign- 
manual (under the same restrictions and regulations as are herein- 
before provided with respect to the nominations and appointments made 
by the said Court of Directors) such person to supply such vacancy as 
his Majesty, his heirs and successors, shall think proper ; and that 
every person so constituted and appointed shall have and be invested 
with the same powers, privileges, and authorities, as if he or they had 
been nominated and appointed by the said Court of Directors, and 
shall be subject to recall only by the King s Majesty, his heirs or 
successors; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


Appointments subject to his Majesty's approbation. 

(28) And be it further enacted, that from and after Vacancies of 
the passing of this act, all vacancies which shall happen governors and 
in the office of governor-general of Fort William, or to* bc^ filled 
of governor of either of the Company’s presidencies or. «P W the Court 
settlements of Fort St. George, or Kombay, or of go- 
vernor of the forts and garrisons of Fort William, t>*s approlwtion. 
Fort St. George, or Bombay, or of commander-in- 
chief of all the forces in India, or of any provincial irciorf to recall!* 
commandcr-in«chief of the forces there, shall be filled 


up 
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up and supplied by the Court of Directors of the said United Com- laws. 
pany ; subject nevertheless to the approbation of his Majesty, to be 
signified in writing under his royal sign-manual, countersigned by the 3 

president of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India : c. 155, 
provided always, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be 5 
construed to extend, to take away or affect the power of the said 
Court of Directors, to remove or recall any such governor<^neral, 
governor, or commander-in-chief ; but the said court shall and may 
at all times have full liberty to remove, recall, and dismiss any such 
governor-general, governor, or commander-in-chief, at their will and 
pleasure, in the like manner as if this act had not been made. 

Provisional A pjmntments. 

Directors may (29) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law- 
pELalirto t^ourt of Directors to appoint any per- 

supply vacancies, son or persons provisionally to succeed to any of the § 27. 
offices aforesaid, for supplying any vacancy or vacancies therein, when 
the same sliall happen by the death or resignation of the person or 
persons holding the same office or offices respectively, or on his or 
their departure from India, or on any event or contingency expressed 
in any such provisional appointment or appointments to the same 
respectively, and such appointments again to revoke ; but that no per- 
son so appointed to succeed provisionally to any of the said offices 
shall be entitled to any authority, salary, or emolument, appertaining 
thereto, until he shall be in the actual possession of such office, any 
act or statute to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Vacancies how to he supplied tvhen no Successors are on the Spot, 

(30) And be it further enacted, that if any vacancy shall happen § 29. 
in the office of governor-general of Fort William, or of governor of 
Fort St, George or Bombay respectively, when no provisional or other 
successor shall be upon tlic spot to supply such vacancy, then, and 
in every such case, the counsellor of the presidency wherein such 
vacancy shall happen, next in rank to the said govenior-general or 
governor respectively, shall hold and execute the said office of gover- 
nor-general or governor, until a successor shall arrive, or until some 
other person on the spot shall be duly appointed thereto ; and if the 
council bo 4 rd shall happen during tliat interval to become reduced to 
one only member, besides the acting governor-general or governor, 
then, and in such case, the person so acting as governor-general or 
governor shall be, and is hereby empowered to call to the council 
board such one of the senior merchants of the said Company, at such 
presidency where the vacancy shall occur, as he shall think fit to be a 
temporary member of the said board, and that the person so called 
• shall accordingly sit, and act as a member of the said council, and 
shall have the same powers in all other respects as are given to per- 
sons appointed to the council board by the said Court of Directors, 

until 
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until the arrival of a successor or other appointment made to tlio oibac 
of governor-general or governor respectively; and that every such 
acting governor-general or governor, and occasional counsellor, shall; 
during th^^ time of their continuing to act as such respectively, be 
entitled td receive the several eniolutncnts and advantages appertain • 
ing to the said offices by them respectively supplied, such acting 
governor-general and governor foregoing their salary and allowances 
of counsellor for the same period. 


Unless Commandcr^n-Chi^^ appointed, next Member in 

Council lo succeed as Gover nor, 

(31) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that if at the time 
of any vacancy happening in the office of governor- general, or of a 
governor of any of the said presidencies, no eventual successor 
appointed under the authority of this act shall he present upon the 
spot, any commander-in-chief^ although he shall be then a member 
of the council of tJie presidency where such vacancy shall occur, 
shall not succeed to the temporary government of such presidency, 
unless such commander-in-chief shall have been provisionally ap- 
pointed to supply the same, but that the vacancy shall be supplied 
by the counsellor next in rank at the council board to such com- 
mandcr-in-chief; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


Vacancy of Counsellors when to be supplied by Governo, ‘n Council, 

1 31. (32) And be it further enacted, that if any vacancy shall happen 

the office of a counsellor at cither of the said presidencies, when no 
person provisionally or otherwise appointed to succeed thereto shall 
be then resident on the spot, then and on every such occasion such 
vacancy shall be supplied by and at the nomination or appointment 
of the governor-general in council of Tort William, or the governor 
in council of bort St. George or Bombay respectively, from amongst 
the senior merchants in the said Company's service in India; and 
that the person or persons so nominated shall execute the said office, 
and shall have the same powers in all respects as are given to persons 
appointed to the council board by the said Court of Directors, until 
a successor or successors shall arrive, duly appointed by the said 
Court of Directors, and shall have and be entitled to the salaiy and 
other emoluments and advantages appertaining to the said office or 
offices during his or their continuance therein respectively. 

Courts q/' Requests. 

n9md4o whereas great inconveniences have result- Tlic governor - 

Oto. 3, manner in wliich the Courts of Requests B*’''®":! „ 

for the recovery of small debts in the respective set- WiiJiam, mid the 
! flemcnts of Fort William and Fort St. George arc con- 

stituted^ be it therefore further enacted, that it shall sJ^Ceirg^! 

and 
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orUtir ill what and may be lawful to and for the governor-general 
^'nbofK^ucsts council of Fort William, and for the governor laid 
siiall ill future be Council of Fort St. George aforesaid for the time being 
formed, and to respectively, to order and appoint in what manner the 
j^rfsdlakiu "shall courts respectively shall in future be formed, and to 

extend, &c. what amount in value, not exceeding the sum of four 
hundred sicca rupees, the jurisdiction of the same shall extend, and to 
frame and make such new rules and orders, and td' establish and declare 
such new modes and forms of proceeding, as to them shall appear to be 
necessary and expedient for new modelling, altering, and reforming the 
present constitution and practice of the said courts respectively, and by 
their proclamation, to be made and published in due form of law, to de- 
clare and notify to dl persons concerned such new constitution, rules, 
orders, modes, and forms of proceeding, and the time from whence 
they are to have force and effect ; and from and after such time as 
shall be so respectively notified for that purpose, the present Courts of 
Requests, as well as the rules, orders, modes, and forms of proceeding 
which are now used and observed therein, shall be abolished and cease, 
and thenceforth the new court, rules, orders, modes, and forms of pro- 
ceeding which the said governor-general and council are authorized and 
empowered, under and by virtue of this act, to make and publish, 
shall be in full force and effect; any former act or acts to the contrary 
thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 


Duties and Taxes. 

(34) Governor-general and governor in council at Fort William, 
Madras, Bombay, and Prince of Wales’ Island, may impose duties 
of customs and other taxes on places and persons within the juris- 
diction of the courts established by the King’s Charter, in the same 
manner as in places without such jurisdiction. No such duty or tax 
in Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, or Prince of W’ales’ Island to be 
valid, till sanctioned by the directors wdth the approbation of the 
Board. 

(35) Governor-general and governors in council may make laws 
and regulations respecting such duties and taxes, and impose Hnes 
and forfeitures for non-payment thereofl 

(36) Power of levying duties, &c., by the government in India con- 
firmed. 

(37) And be it further enacted, that all such orders, regulations, 
usages, duties, taxes, fines, penalties, and forfeitures, shall be and 
remain in full force and effect until the same respectively shall be 
repealed, altered, or varied . — ( Vide Duties, Customs, Taxes, &c.) 


Justices of the Peace and Coroners. 

(38) The governor-gcneral and council, and the chief justice and 
judges of the Supreme Court, to be justices for Fort William. 

(39) Governor- 
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(Sfl) Governor-general, and governor in council, under commis- 
sion from the Supreme Court, may appoint justices of the peace and 
coroners* 

"(40) Governors of Madras and Bombay to be justices of the peace. 
-—( Vide Justices of tlie Peace, &c.) 


The King. 

(41) His Majesty, by sign-manual, countersigned by the President 
of the Board, may remove any officer or servant of the Company in 
India . — { Vide The Sovereign.) 


Licenses and Certificates. 

(42) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that Governments in 

if any person having obtained a certificate or license fixates 

from the said Court of Directors, authorizing such and licenses to 
person to proceed to the East-Indies, shall at any time **‘'*''‘^*^*» 'j 

so conduct himself as in the judgment of the gover- tiiat the ])ersons 
nor-general, or governor of the presidency within which wlnnn granted 
such person shall be found, to have forfeited his claim to 

to the countenance and protection of the government protection.— 
of such presidency, it shall and may be lawful for such 
governor-general, or governor, by order, to declare that residing witliout 
the certificate or license so obtained by such person, ^ license, until 
shall be void from a day to be named in such order; 
and from and after such day so to be named in such 
order, such person shall be deemed and taken to be a person re- 
siding and being in the East-Indies without license or authority for 
that purpose, and may be sent forthwith to the United Kingdom ; 
any matter or thing whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding : pro- 
vided nevertheless, that no person whose certificate or license shall 
have been so vacated by order of any of the governments of the said 
Company as aforesaid, shall be subject or liable to any prosecution 
for residing or being found in the East-Indies without license or 
authority for that purpose, until two months after notice of such 
order shall have been given to such person, by delivery to such person 
of a copy thereof, or by leaving the same at the last place of abode 
of such person, or by publication of such order in the gazette of the 
presidency where such order shall be made. 

(43) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be Governments in 
lawful for any of the governments of the said Com- t/on tlie’rcS^nre 
pany at their several presidencies to license or other- of liis Majesty’s 
wise authorize the residence at any place or places 

within the limits of the said Company's governments, the directors, ex - 
of any subject of his Majesty, who shall go thereto cfpt under spe- 
after the tenth day of Apjil one thousand eight liun- circumstan- 
dred and fourteen, unless such person shall have been 
previously furnished with a license or certificate from the Court of 

Directors 
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Directors of the said Company* or have otherwise been authorised 
by law to reside within the saieflimits ; provided nevertheless, that any 
governor-general or governor of any of the said presidencies, for 
extraordinary reasons to be entered upon the minutes of council, may 
authorize by special license the residence of any subject of his Majesty 
in any place or places under the government of such presidency, 
until the pleasure of the said Court of Directors shall be known in 
that behalf ; and that such special license shall be deemed and 
taken to be of the same force and effect as a license of and from 
the said CU)urt of Directors, until notice of the pleasure of the said 
court to the contrary shall have been given to such person, by 
delivery thereof to such person, or by leaving the same at his last 
place of abode, or by publication thereof in the gazette of the pre- 
sidency by which such special license shall have been granted ; pro- 
vided that a copy of such license, and of the reasons for granting the 
same, accompanied with an application for a license from the said 
Court of Directors, shall be transmitted to the said Court of Direc- 
tors fortliwith after the granting thereof. 

Lnlicemcd Persona^ 

TVrsotis residing (44) And whereas it may be doubtful whether the 

India witlunjt trovernor-gencral of Fort William in Bengal, or other 
liiTtiv, niav bt‘ . . I 1 1 • , 

iionu' widi- persons authorized to take, arrest, and seize such per- 

ont being nftt'r- sons as may be found within the East-Indies, and other 
\v.iids 1 roscrut- Company's cliarter, without license 

or other lawful authority for that purpose, have power 
to remit or send any such person or persons to the said United King- 
dom, except for the purpose of being prosecuted for a misdemeanor : 
and whereas it may be sulficient in many cases to remit and send such 
persons to the United Kingdom, without subjecting them to further 
punishment ; be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the 
said governor-general, or in lus absence from bis government the vice- 
president, the governor of any of the said Company’s presidencies, 
the chief officer of the said Company resident at any British settle- 
ment in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, the Company’s council of 
supercargoes at the tow n and factory of Canton, within the said town 
and factory, and upon the river of Canton, or other part of the coast 
of China, and such other persons as may be from time to time espe- 
cially deputed and authorized for that purpose by the Court of Direc- 
tors of the said United Company, to take, arrest, seize, and cause to 
be taken, arrested, and seized, at any place or places within the East- 
Indies or parts aforesaid, and to remit and send to the United King- 
dom, on board any ship or ships of or belonging to or ih the service 
of the said Company, bound to the United Kingdom, all such persons 
so being found at any such place or places in the East-Indies or parts 
aforesaid, without licence or other lawful authority for that purpose ; 
and the masters or other persons having the command of all such ships, 

shall 
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shall and diey are hereby authorized and required to receive and safely 
and securely td keep all and every suc(! person and persons who shall 
be sent on board any ship or ships, for the purpose aforesaid, until 
such person or persons shall be landed in some port or ports of the 
United Kingdom : provided always, tliat every person who shall be 
so put on board any such ship for the purpose aforesaid, shall be 
entitled to be discharged in such port of the United Kingdom in 
which such ship shall be moored in safety, as such person shall 
think fit. 


Suspected Persons* 

1793. (45) And be it further enacted, that it shall and 'I'he governor- 

lawful for the governor-general of Fort Wil- niyTs- 

§ If. liani aforesaid, for the time being to issue his warrant sue warraiiu for 
under his hand and seal, directed to such peace pected'persmw 
officers and other persons as he shall think fit, for 
securing and detaining in custody any person or persons suspected of 
carrying on, mediately or immediately, any illicit correspondence dan- 
gerous to the peace or safety of any of the British settlements or pos- 
sessions in India, with any of the princes, rajahs, or zemindars, or any 
other person or persons having authority in India, or with the comman- 
ders, governors, or presidents of any factories established in the East- 
Indies, by any European power, or any correspondence contrary to the 
rules and orders of the said Company, or of the governor-general in 
council of Fort William aforesaid, and if, upon examination taken upon 
ttth, in writing, of any credible witness or witncs.ses before ihe gover- 
nor-general in council of Fort AVilliam aforesaid, there shall appear rea- 
sonable grounds for the charge, the said governor-general shall be, and 
is hereby authorized and empowered to commit such person or persons 
so suspected or accused to safe custody, and shall within a reasonable 
time, not exceeding five days, cause to be delivered to him or them a 
copy of the charge or accusation on which he or they shall have been 
committed ; and that the party or parties accused shall be permitted to 
deliver in his or their defence in writing, together with a list of such 
i)fitnesscs as he or they shall desire to be examined in support thereof, 
and that such witnesses, and also the witness or witnesses in support 
of the charge, shall he examined and cross-examined on oath, in the 
presence of the party accused, and their depositions and examinations 
taken down in writing ; and, if, notwithstanding such defence, there' 
shall appear to the said governor-general in council reasonable grounds 
for the charge or accusation, and for continuing the confinement, the 
party or parties accused shall remain ih custody until he or they shall 
be brought to trial in India, or sent to England for that purpose ; and 
that all such examinations and proceedings, or attested copies thereof, 
under the seal of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, or 
of one of the mayor’s courts, shall be transmitted to the said Court 
of Directors by the first despatches, in order to their being produced 
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it) evidence on the trial of the parties In the event of tlieir being sent i^AWISr* 
for. trial t.p Great Britain ; and in case such person or persons is or are 
intended to be sent to England, the said governor-general shall and 33 3 ^. 

he is hereby required to cause such person or persons to be sent to c. 52, 
England by the first convenient opportunity, unlc?ss such person or 
persons shall be disabled by illness from undertaking the voyage, ii> 
which case ho or they shall he sent as soon as Jiis or their state of 
health will safely admit thereof ; and that the examinations and pro- 
ceedings so transmitted as aforesaid shall !)e admitted and received as 
evidence in all courts of law, subject to any just exceptions to the 
competency of the said witness. 

(46) Any unlicensed person going within Company’s limits liable §131—134. 
to fine and imprisonment, and may be arrested and sent to England 
for trial by order of the governments in India; and persons who shall 
have been dismissed, if found within the limits, to be deemed to have 
unlawfully traded. — ( Vide British Subjects.) 

Limits of CalculUti Madras^ and Uomhay^ 

I/muth of tlic (h?) Whereas by an act of the Parliament of Great 1815. 
rutta^ Ma<fras, made and passed in the thirty-third year of his 

and IJoiubay. present Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act for coi^- ’ ' 

“ tinuing in the East-India Company for a further Term the Posses'- 
“ sion of tlie British Territories in India, together with tlicir exclusive 

'JVade, under certain Limitations ; for establishing furtlier Regu- 
“ lations for the (lovernment of the said Territories, and the bettei;^ 

“ Administration of Justice within the same; for appropriating to 
“ certain Uses the Revenues and Profits of the said Company; and 
“ for making Provision for tlic good Order and Government of the 
“ Towns of Calcutta, Madras, and l^ombay it was ariiongst other 
things enacted, that if any question shouhl arise touching or concern- 
ing the true limits and extent of the towns and factories of Calcutta, 

Madras, and Bombay, respectively, or any of them, tl)e same sliould 
he in(juirc(l into by the governor-general in council at Port William, 
in respect to the limits and extent of Calcutta, and by the governor 
in council at Fort St. George in respect to the limits and extent of^ 

Madras, and the goveviior in council at Bi)ml)ay in respect to the 
town of Bombay ; and that such limits as the said respective govern- 
ments by ordc'i* in council should declare and prcscril>c to be the 
limits of the said towns and fiu torics nvpectively, sliould beheld, 
deemed, and taken in law as the true limits of the same, any custom 
or usage to the contrary notwithstanding : and wlicreas by reason of 
the increase of the population of the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, it is expedient that the several governments of Fort William, 

Fort St. George and Bombay in the East-Indies, should be further 
empowered, iu manner hereinafter mentioned, to extend, from time to 
lime, the limits of the said several towns: may it therefore please 

'Z n y«)iu- 
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copies of all such rules, ordinances, and r^ula-’ -*•••• 

, . , 1 « 1 1 • ^ r cretanes of State: 

tions, as they shall make and issue, to one or nis which, if his Ma- 

Majesty's principal secretaries of state for the time jesiy docs not 
being; and that it shall and may be lawful to and 
for his Majesty, his heirs and successors, from time to have full force, 
time, as they shall think necessary, to signify to die said United Com- 
pany, under his or their sign-manual, his or their disapprobation and 
disallowance of all such rules, ordinances, and regulations ; and that 
from and immediately after' the time that such disapprobation shall 
be duly registered and published in the said Supreme C^rt of Judi- 
cature at Fort-William in Bengal, all such rules, ordinances, and regu- 
la^pns, shall be null and void ; but in case his Majesty, his heirs and 
successors, shall not, within the space of two years from the making 
of such rules, ordinances, and regulations, signify his or their disap- 
probation or disallowance thereof^ as aforesaid, that then and in that 
case all such rules, ordinances, and regulations shall be valid and 
effectual, and have full force. 

Regulations for Provincial Courts. 

(50) The said court may frame regulations for the provincial courts, 

&c (Vide Courts for the Provinces.) 

Regulations to be printed and translated and formed into a Code. ' 

(51) And whereas certain regulations for the better Regulations of 

administration of justice among the native inhabitants governor-ge- 
and others, being within the provinces of Bengal, whTch*"8)S”jhe 
Bahar, and Orissa, have been from time to time framed natives or others 
by the governor-general in council in Bengal ; and the 

among other regulations it has been established and printed, ’ 

declared as essential to the future prosperity of the with translations, 
British territories in Bengal, that all regulations passed languag^'^&cf 
by Government, affecting the rights, properties, or per- 
sons of the subjects, should be formed into a regular code, and printed, 
with translations, in the country languages, and that the grounds of 
every regulation be prefixed to it ; and that the courts of justice 
within the provinces be bound to regulate their decisions by the 
rules and ordinances which such regulations may contain, whereby 
the native inhabitants may be made acquainted with the privileges 
and immunities granted to them by the British Government, and the 
mode of obtaining speedy redress for any infringement of the same : 
and whereas it is essential that so wise and salutary a provision 
should be strictly observed, and that it should not be in the power of 
the governor-general in council to ne^ect or to dispense with the same; 
be it therefore enacted, that all regulations, which shall be issued and 

^ framed by the governor-general in iDuncil at Fort William in Bengal, 
adecting the rights, persons, or property of the natives, or of any 

other 
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Other individuals who may be amenable to the provincial courts of ” 
justice, shall be registered in the judicial department, and fortnedi 
into a regular code, and printed, with translations, in the country a; 
langutiges, and that the grounds of each regulation shall be prefixed 
to it ; and all the provincial courts of judicature shall be, and they ^ 
are hereby directed to be bound by and to regulate their decisions by 
^such rules and ordinances as shall be contained in the said regula- 
tions ; and the said governor-general in council shall annually 
transmit to the; Court of Directors of the East* India Company 
ten copies of such regulations as may be passed in each year, and 
the same number to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India. 


llic governor- 
general and 
council at Fort- 
William may or- 
der coporal pu- 
nishment for 
breach of rules 
made under au< 
thority of lh<* re- 
cited act of 13 
Geo. 3. ' 

able fines and 


(52) And whereas the powers given by the act of the 
thirteenth year of his present Majesty to the governor- 
general and council of the said United Company’s set- 
tlement at Fort William aforesaid, to enforce the ob- 
servance of such rules, ordinances, or regulations, for^ 
the good order and civil government of the said settle- 
ment, and other factories and places subordinate to or 
to be subordinate thereto, as they are thereby autho- 
rized to make, by setting, imposing, and levying reason- 
forfeitures for the breach or non-observance of such 
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rules, ordinances, and regulations, have not been found sulficiont for 
the preservation of good order in the said settlement ; be it therefore 
enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said governor- 
general and council for the time being, in addition to, or instead of 
such fines and forfeitures as above-mentioned, to order or appoint 
such moderate and reasonable corporal punishment, by public or pri- 
vate whipping, or otherwise, as to them shall seem fit and expedient, 
for the breach or non-observance of any such rules heretofore made 
or hereafter to be by them made, by virtue of the authority herein- 
before recited, subject nevertheless to such registry, publication, 
approbation, power of appeal, and other regulations, as in and 
by the said recited act, passed in the thirteenth year of his pre- 
■ sent Majesty, are prescribed and provided, touching the rules, ordi- 
"jgi^ces, regulations, fines, and forfeitures therein and hereinbefore 
‘^mentioned. 

y * • ' ■ ■ , 

‘ No corporal (53) Provided always, and be it further enacted, § 19 ,' 
or^recrexVe corporal punishment shall in any case 

onconvictio^be- ordered to be inflicted, except only in case of due 
fore two justices, conviction of the offender, before two justices of the 
tobe^r^iewS?" acting ill and for the said settlement, jircsi- 

dencies, and places thereto subordinate, which oilbnee 
such two justices of the peac Are hereby authorized and empowered 
to hear and determine, and to oilier such punishment upon conviction 
as aforesaid : provided also, that no suc^ conviction, judgment, or 
' 2 D 3 order, 
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order, ohal^, be reviewed or brought Into any superior court by wKf 
of certiorari or appeal, or any other process whatsoever ; any thing 
in any foriner act or acts to the contrary thereof in anywise notwitli- 
standing. 

(54) And be it enacted by the King’s most excellent Suljecttoaiipeal 

Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the — Goyemofs in 

council at Ma -* 

Lords spintual and temporal, and Commons in this and Bom4 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of bay to make re*, 
the same, that it shall and may be lawful to and for l^od^^oriS* *of 
the said governor in council of Fort St. George, and Oiofe towns ,i^d 
the said governor in council of Bombay, from time dependen^sj|||,> 
to ^e, respecting ordinances, to make, frame, and issue sSra^ 
rules and regulations for the good order and civil government of the 
towns of Madras and Bombay respectively, and of the said Company’s 
settkmeuts at Fort St. George and Bombay, and other factories an^ 
places subordinate or to be subordinate thereto respectively, and tq^ . 
‘imt, impose, inflict, and levy such reasonable fines and forfeitures, andj 
to order and appoint such moderate and reasonable corporal punisbs, 
ment for the breach or non-observance of any such rules, ordinances, 
or regulations, as the governor-general in council of Fort William in , 
Bengal may now lawfully make, frame, and issue, for the good orde^» 
and civil government of the said Company's settlement at Fort Wil- 
liam aforesaid, and other factories and places subordinate or to be 
subordinate thereto; but nevertheless, such rules, ordinances, and; 
regulations, to be made by the said governor in council of Fort St. 
George, shall not be valid, or of any force or effect, until the same 
sliall bd duly registered and published in the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature of Fort St. Geoige aforesaid, in like manner, and within such 
time as the rules, ordinances, and relations, to be made by the said 
goveinor-general in council of Fort William aforesaid, are by any 
act or acts now in force required to be registered in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William aforesaid ; nor shall the rules, 
ordinances, or regulations, to be made by the governor in council of 
Bombay, be valid, or of any force or effect, until the same shall bit. 
duly registered and published in the Court of the Recorder of Bom- 
bay, in like manner, and within such time as aforesaid. 

(55) And be it further enacted, that all such rules, ordinances, and 
regulations, so to be made as aforesaid, shall be subject, in all respects, 
to the like power of appeal, and to all the like regulations and provi- 
sions as are mentioned and contained in an act made in the thirteenth 
year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for esta- 

blishing certain Regulations fpr the better Management of the 
Affairs of the East-India Company, as well in India as in Eurppe 
and in an act made in the thirty-ninth and fortieth year of the reign 
of his present Majesty, intituled m Aq^ for establishing further 
Regulations for the Government oftthe British Territories in India,, 
and the better Administration of Justice within the same, as to the 

Rules, 
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« tobe made by the said goven)o^ general in council, as fifoF^d.” 
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Copies of Regulations to be laid hfore Parliament. 


(56) Copies of regulations abroad, made under 37 Geo. 3, c. 142^ 39 isp. 

and, 40 Geo. 3, c. 79 ; and 47 Geo. 3, sess. 2, c. 68, to be lai^annu- 

slly, with accounts, before Parliament.— -( Fitc/e Parliament.) § ^6/ 

* 


SaUrits. 

(57) And be it further enacted, that dufi^''tai6h time as the terri- ^ ^ 
torifEl acquisitions shall remain in the possession of the said Company, c. V»3r§ 2l’. 
the Court of Directors of the said United Company shall, and they" 

are hereby required to direct, and cause to be paid, certain and esta-^' 
blished salaries to the governor-general, and to each of the council OP 
4:he said United Company's presidency of Fort William in Bengali^ 

(that is to say), to the governor-general twenty-hve thousand pqundk^ 
by the year, and to each of the council of the said United Company^; 
presidency of Fort William in Bengal ten thousand pounds by tlie‘ 
year, and that such salaries shall be paid and payable to each and^^ 
every of them respectively, for the time being, out of the said terri^*^ 
torial acquisitions in the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa.* ' ^ 

(58) Such salaries shall be in lieu of all fees of office, pcrquisitcsi^ 
emoluments, and advantages whatsoever, and that no fees of office, 
perquisites, emoluments, or advantages whatsoever shall be accepted,^ 
received, or taken by such governor-general and council. — [y%de 
Salaries.) 




Schoolsf Public Lectures^ for ben fit (f Natives. f; 

(59) Provision for schools, public lectures, or other litemry insti- 1813 . 
tutions for the benefit of the natives, to be regulated by governor- 
general in council, subject to control of the Board ; but appointments § 43.’ 
to offices therein to be made by the local governments. — ( Vide Col- 
leges and Seminaries.) - * 

Servants of the Company may be appointed to Boards voithout rferend^, 

to Seniority. • ' / 

“JlSfiO) ( Vide Servants, Civil and Military.) 

Trade. • 

' No Govemor^General or Governor to embark t/i, ' 

(61) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawfm mr any 
governor-general, or governor, or any member of council of the said ' ^ 
presidencies in India, to be concerned in any trade or traffic whatever, 

except 

* The salaries of the governors and j||^bers of council at J 
are not fixed by act of Parliament. 
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j^!^r<a9^cou^ of tfaemd CoiniMMp^»>oor,^i^^ 
tvjuior, or other person employed or concerned jn .the noUeetiop 
revenues, or the administration of justice, in thfs proyjnciea of 
Bahar, and Orissa, or either of them, or their agents or sei^^QMs.or 
apy person or persons in trust for them or any of them, to 
or bgcpncemed in, or to have any dealings or transactions, by way»iief 
trade, at any place within any of the provinces in. India*^jQr 
other parts, or to buy any goods, and sell the same again, or any p4f t 
thereof, at the place where he or they bought the same, or an^ 
place within the same province, or any other such proving, 
re8|>ectiye]y, except on account of the said Company. ^ t ij lljl r' 

m ^ j.* 'St .ijS 

Transportation. rtnAmofl v> 

"^'*^62) And be it further enacted, that the govern- Goveniinenfto 
ments of the said presidencies and settlements respec- of^SaiwpS^n 
lively shall, and they are hereby required, to take into execution ; 
order for the due performance of all sentences of trans- but natives not to 
portation, pronounced by any or the said courts, under beyond a 
and by virtue of this act : provided always, that it distance. 
shall not be lawful for any such court to order the transportatioirof 
any person, being a native of India and not bom of European paren|[s, 
to any part beyond the seas, situated more than thirty degrees nprlh 
^ iwent^r.fiyc degrees south of the 


rWi ft. „ Hoam{e$: 

(6S) And forasmuch as to pursue schemes of con* Council st Fort 
quest and extension of dominion in India are measures 
repugnant to the wish, the honour, and policy of this thedii«ctors,&<t., 
nation : be it further enacted, that it shall not be law- 
fuj for the governor-general in council of Fort William SSu \c mods,- 
gjlbresaid, without the express command and authority 
of the said Court of Directors, or of the said Secret 
^(Committee by the authonty of the said Board of Com- bosOllti^, 
tnissioners for the Affairs of India, in any case (except ■ '** 

where hostilities have actually been commenced* or pr^. ^ ^ ! . 

parations actually made for the commencement of hostilities, against ^{>0 
Britij^ nation in India, or against some of the princes or states deps^- 
dant%ereon, or whose territories the said United Company shaiil be 
at such time engaged by any subsisting treaty to defend or guarantee) 
either to declare war or commence hostilities, or enter into any frealy 
for maiing war against any of the countiy princes or states in India, 
pr any treaty fpr guaranteeing the possessions of any country princes, 
or states ; and that in any such case it shall not be lawful for said 
governor-general and council to declare war or commence hostilities, 
or to enter into any treaty for makin^ar against any other prince or 
state, Chan such as shall be actuallyicommitting hostilities or making 
preparations as aforesaid, or to piake such treaty for guaranteeing the 

possessions 





imy pAace 6r Aiite, lirut upon die consideration IX 

^^nlde'br State actuaUy engaging to assist the Company against such 
>«ostilities commenced, or preparations made as aforesaid ; and in all .33 Q^'j|jj 
*^ta8es where hostilities shall be commenced, or treaty made, the said ^ e. 52, 
^gOTemor-general and council shall, by the most expeditious means ^ 

^they can devise, communicate the same unto tlie said Court o&Dlrec- 
‘^lors, or to the said secret committee, together with a full^^state of 
^the information and intelligence upon which they shall havecohi« 

J kn^nced such hostilities, or made such treaties, and their motives and 
t^asons for the same at large. 


Governments of (64) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be 
OT^*B^’b^not governors and counsellors of For5 St. 

to declare war, Gcorge and Bombay, or of any other subordinate set- 

niake or issue any order for commencing 
William or the hostilities, or levying war, or to negotiate or conclude 
directors, &c — any treaty of peace or other treaty, with any Indian 
&c. prince or state (except in cases of sudden emergency 
'Fort St. George or imminent danger, when it shall appear dangerous to 
n*^l^ of 2rders hostilities or treaty), unless in pursuance 

Fort-WiU of express orders from the said governor-general in 
council of Fort William aforesaid, or from the said 


Court of Directors, or from the said secret committee by the autho- 
rity of the said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India ; and 
every such treaty shall, if possible, contain a clause for subjecting the 
same to the ratification or rejection of the governor-general in council 
of Fort William aforesaid : and the said governors and counsellors. 


and other officers of the said presidencies of Fort St. Geoige and 
Bombay, or other settlements respectively, are hereby required to pay 
and yield obedience to all such orders as they shall from time to 
time respectively receive from the said governor-general in council of 
Fort William aforesaid, concerning the matters aforesaid ; and that all 
and singular the said governors, counsellors, and other officers, w^ 

« shall refuse or wilfully neglect or forbear to pay obedience to siicm 
orders and instructions as they shall receive from the said governor- 
general in council of Fort William as aforesaid, shall be liable to be 
removed, dismissed, or suspended from the exercise of their respec- 
tive offices or powers, by order of the said governor-general in i^ncil 
of Fort William, and be sent to England, and be subject tb such 
fiirther pains and penalties as are or shall be provided by law in that 
behalf. ■ ■"A-'ik 



gratuities: 
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Prior to 1813, the Court of Directors had full power to 
itfqfard such gratuities as they might see fit, without refe- 
rence to any other authority. By the 88th section of the 
53d Geo. Ill, the court are restricted from charging the 
Company’s funds with any gratuity beyond £600, unless the 
grant or resolution shall be sanctioned by the Court of Pro- 
prietors, and approved and confirmed by the Board of Com- 
mii^ioners for the Affairs of India. In 1815, it was 'fi>und 
that the above-mentioned act did not fully effectuate what was 
then intended, as any grant by the Court of Proprietors was 
not subjected to approval by the Board of Commissioners. 
The act of the 55th Geo. Ill, cap. 64, was accordingly passed, 
to remedy the defect. Copies of all instruments or warrants 
authorizing such gratuities are to be laid before Parliament. 

The By-Laws of the Company provide that every resolution 
of the Company for granting to any person any sum by way of 
gratuities exceeding £600, shall be laid before and approved 
by two General Courts, to be specially summoned for that 
purpose, in the form of a report, to be signed by such Directors - 
as approve of the grant ^ v u ft, 


aho*oe £600 id he good^ Shnfirmcd hy 

(1) And whereas by the said act of the Parliament Copies of grants 
of Great-Britain of the thirty-third year of his present i*^d”befpre*Pitf^ 
MajestHl^t was enacted, that no grant or resolution of liamcnt 
the saiT Company, or their Court of Directors, to be made after ^ 
the passing of that act, and during the continuance of their right 
in the exclusive trade thereby granted, ^hereby the funds of tlie 
said Company might become chargeable with any new salary, or* 
increase of isalary, or any new or additional establishment of officers 
or servai^s, or any new pension or increase of pension, to any one 

person, 



person, exceeding two hundred pounds i^aahuhi, shoiild^be avail- tAwi^ 
able in law, unless such grant or resolution sliould be approved and 
confirmed by the Board of Connnissioners for^the Affairs of India, 53 Geo*. 3, 
attested under the hand of the president of the said Board:. and e.l55, 
whereas, for further protecting the funds of the said ||!onipany, during ^ 
the continuance of the further term hereby granted to the said Com- 
pany, it is expedient that the said Company should be put^nder 
reasonable limitations in respect to th# granting of gratuities; be it 
therefore further enacted, that from and after the passing of this 
act, it shall not be lawful for the said Court of Directors to charge 
jt))e funds of the said Company with the payihent of any gratuity to 
any officer, civil or military, or other person, exceeding the sum of six 
hundred pounds, unless the grant or resolution for that puipose shall 
have been sanctioned by the Court of Proprietors, and approved and 
confirmed by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India 
and that copies of all warrants or instruments granting any salary, 
pension or gratuity, shall be submitted to both Houses of Parliament^ 
within one month after such grant, if Parliament shall be then sittings 
or if nqt, within one month after their then next meeting. 

Gratuity above £600 to be approved by Board. 

Company not to (2) Whereas by an act of Parliament passed in the 1815. 
wivT tWaTany year of his Majesty’s reign, after reciting there- 

gratuity exceed- in that it was expedient that the said Company should 
ing unless be put under reasonable limitations in respect to the 
JlommissiooCTs ** granting of gratuities, it was enacted, that from and after 
for Indian Af- the passing thereof, it should not be lawful for the Court 
of Directors of the said Company to charge the funds of 
the said Company with the payment of any gratuity to any officer, civil . 
or military, or any other person, exceeding the sum of six hundred ^ 

: pounds, unless the grant or resolution for that purpose should have been / 
sanctioned by the Court of Proprietors, and approved and confirmed by 
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India ; and that copies of 
. all warrants or instruments, granting any salary, pension, or gratuity^, , 
should be submitted to both Houses of Parliament within one month 
after such grant; if Parliament should be then sitting, or if not, within 
one month after their then next meeting : and whereas the said last- 
mentioned enactment doth not fully effectuate the intention expij^cd 
in the preamble thereto; be it therefore enacted by the King’s most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords , 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this present Pttdmmentf 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that from after , 
the passing of this act, it shall not be lawful for the said Company, . 
or for -the Court of Directs of the said Company, with the sanc- 
tion of the Court of Pro^etors of the said Company, to charge^ 
t1ie funds of the said Company with the payment of any-gratuity ta.^ 
any officer, civil or military, or other person, exceeding the sum of 
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six hundred pounds, unless the grant or resolution for that purpose 
shall have b^n approved and confirmed by the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the Adairs of India; and that copies of all warrants 
or instruments granting any salary, pension, or gratuity, shall be sub- 
mitted to both Rouses of Parliament, within one month after such 
grant, if Parliament should be then sitting, or if not, within one 
month after their then next meeting. 

■V : 

BY-LAWS. 

V; That every resolution of the Court of Directors for RcaolaUbas re. 
granting to any person, by way of gratuity, any sum of 
money exceeding in the whole six hundred pounds 2 ^ 600 ^to^be"l^d 
shall be laid before and approved by two General before two gcrie- 
Courts, specially summoned for that purpose, in the ^ report^ 

fiMm of a report, stating the grounds upon which such stating the 
flrant is recommended, which resolution and report of re- 

shgll be signed by such directors as approve the same ; and signed 
and that the documents on Which such resolution may directors ^ 
have been formed shall be open to the inspection of ‘ 

the proprietors, from tlie day on which public notice 
has been given of the proposed grant. 




s- • Trial by Jury in Great Britain is said' to be "lidiival 
^ with the first government of the island, and it has been sb 
^highly esteemed and valued by the people, that no conque^stf 1 
|io change of government, could ever prevail to abolish it* In 
Magna Charta, it is more than once insisted on as the prin- ' 
cipal bulwark of our liberties ; and it is therein declared, that 
‘ no freeman shall be hurt, either in bis person or his property : < 
' Nisii^er legale judicium parivm suorumy vel per legem 

In the session of 1825, his Majesty’s principal secretary cf 
state for the home department f submitted to Parliament ihb , 
.expediency of making further provisions for the^egulation of 
juries, and obtained leave of the House to bring in a bill for 
. that purpose. The Report thereon was considered on tlie^ 
21st of May, when Mr. Peel stated the provisions which were 
contemplated by tlie intended measure. In the first place, it 
was to consolidate the statute law respecting the empanelling 
of juries, and thereby relieve the statute-book from the weight 
:of no less than sixty statutes — ^repealing altogether twenty 
useless statutes : another object was to extend materially the 
number of persons qualified to serve on juries ; but the most 
important waf^ the mode to be adopted in selecting special 
Juries, under which it was proposed, that in every case in 
which the crown was either a real or nominal party,|pda 
special jury required, the jury should be selected by wlot. 

^ The whole measure was received by the House with marked 
approbation, and the strongest testimony was borne fjiy the 
leadings professional members (altliough politically opposed 
^to the right honourable q^pver) to the substantial benefit which 

would. 

* Blackstone, vol. iii. 

f The Right Honourable Robert Feel. 
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nvould be derived to tli4l4feountry at large from ^he proposed 
measure, which they ootisidered would confer a more lasting 
fame bn his reputation, than any that had been introduced by 
[is pre4spessor& The act 6 Geo. IV, ca p»^ received the 
yal assent 22d June < 

Trial by Jury in India is confined to crimiiuil cauks." 

.^jl^ffhe Charter of Justice establishing the Supreme Goui^ of , 
Judicature in Bengal in 1773, requires that* persons whf^ are;' 

' fo be summoned to serve on grand juries, shall be subjects' 
of Great Britain,” and that persons to be summoned on« 
petit juries shall be such British subjects as aforesaick” : 
? A high law authority considers that the legitimate deScen-«^» 
dants in the paternal line of a native of the United Kihgdoi#| 
are British subjects within the meaning of the charter, tliough 
^ ^ their mothers or ancestors in the maternal line mfay be natives 
of India, and that the legitimate descendants of a %tive 
of India in the paternal line are not British subjects, though 
their mothers or ancestors in the maternal line may be natives 
‘‘ of the Uii||d Kingdom. The national character, accordiuj^ 
' to the principles of the law of England, (which differs in thiK 
i^^^ j^espect from the maxim partus seguitur ventrem of the ci^| 
is determined by the father. Lex AnglitB nwfiqmm matris ' 
sed semper paJtris condUimem imitari partum jvdicatJ^ Illegi- 
^f.timate children born in India, of whatever parents^ are 
.. “,pecessarily excluded from any claim to British descent, uhd' 
^pjnust derive their national character from the place of their 

i^ibirth.” ' 

In civil causes the plaintiff and defendants appear either, 
personally, or by their attorney, before the Supreme CouidH 
where witnesses are summoned and examined upon oathi^ 
avidJi^ judges have full power and authority, upon examining ; 
andjRnsiderIng the* several allegations of the parties to the 
euiU to give judgment and sentence according to justice ahe} 
right; |ind*a][so to award and order such costs as tlie court 
may think just. 

The Supreme Court being a couTt of Oyer and Terminer 
and gaol delivery, the judges are tf^issue their warranf^br 

precept 

• Fortcscue d^audibus Teg! Anigl,, cited in Coke ou Littleton, fol. 123 a, 
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precepti.^ii0(Riiig>the-5!ri)«n£^ to awpatfitM a CQavenietit numberf 
tlierein to<be.qpedi^ed) :of the principal inhabitants resident in 
Calcuttat^ bbin^ -fubjecA of Great Briiaiu, as- a grand jury; 
’^hd alsp%t convenient number to be* specified of su^ British 
^subjects' afcresaid as a petit jury, to try ^he indictment or in> 
quest.,, -V,. 

The sheriff Fort William is appointed in the following 
mpdd^ The Supreme Court of Judicature upon the £trl(t 
^Tue^fday of December in every year is to nominate three 
^^rS^s Resident in the town of Calcutta, or the precinct^ 
^hgreof, to the Governor-General in Council, or the major 
;part of tb^m, who within three days after such nomination is' to . 
app6int one -of the said three persons to serve the office br 
sheriff for the year ensuing, to be computed from the 20tli 
December. Similar provisions exist at Madras and Bombay., 

XnJ^arch 1826, the president of the Board of CommissionersT * 
for the Affairs of India"*^ obtained leave to bring in a bill to ' 
regulate the appointment of juries in the East-Indies; by which 
bll good and sufficient persons resident within th^i^hnits of tfae^ 
sej,eral towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, and not being^' 
th# subjects of any foreign state, according to certain rules'^ 
and qualifications, are to be deemed capable of serving* ' as ' 
jurors on grand or petit juries, and upon all other inquests, and 
liable^ to be summoned accordingly; the respective courts of 
judicature at Calcutta, Madras^ and Bombay, to make and 
establish such rules, with respect to the qualification, appoint- 
ment^, form of summoning, challenging, and service of such ! 
jurors, and such other regulations relating thereto, ^ 
may respectively deem expedient and proper : copies of 
such rules and regulations to be certified under the hands and 
rieals of the judges of such courts to the president of the 
jpf Commissioners for the Affairs of India,* for the purpl^^ef 
|he^ laid before his Majesty for his royal approbation, win* 
faction, or refusal: grand jurici^ in all cases, and ^ Juries for 
^"the trial of persons professing the Christian religion^ are to 
topsist .wholly of persons professing the Christian religion. 

Justices 

i. 4rhe Right lion. C. W. Williams Wynn. 
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Justices of tfie Peace. 

The Governor-General, Governors, Members of Council, 
and Judges of the respective Courts of Judicature, are justices 
of the peace, and may act as such. 

The several Governments, under a commission from the 
Supreme Court, may appoint the Company’s servants and 
otlicjr Britisli inhabitants justices of the peace for the several 
presidencies, and the provinces subordinate tliereto. 

Tlie justices of the peace may appoint scavengers for the 
towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, and may give orders 
for watching and repairing the streets, and also grant liceit^es 
for the sale of spirituous liquors, and may exercise the same 
power in granting such licenses as justices of the peace in 
England. Justices of the peace in tlie provinces have juris- 
diction in cases of assault and trespass committed by Britisli 
subjects on tlu^ natives of India ; and in cases of small debts 
due from the forriu'r to the latter, justices may qualify by 
taking the o^ths in iiny court of justice within tlie provinces. 

Coroners. 

T'he (iovernnicnts may appoint Coroners for their respective 
presidencies, who may exercise the same powxr as Coroners in 
England, and are to have and be entitled to such reasonable 
fees and allowances for the performance of the duties of their 
office, as shall be prescribed by the several Governments. 


L A W S. 


Juries. 

(1) And it is our further w ill and pleasure, and we Supreme court 
do iM^reb}’' grant, ordain, and apjioinf, that the said niia*" ter^^ 
Supine Court of Judicature at Fort William in Ik n- nnm.raml 
gat shall also be a crourt ol’ Oyer and Terminer and delivery,— She. 
gaol delivery, in and for the town of Calcutta and fac- jurieJ!!!^ 

tory of Fort William, in Bengal aforesaid, and the limits Sheriir to snip- 
thereof and the factories subordinate thereunto; and petit juri^ 
shall have the like power and authority as commission^ for non-attend- 
ers or justices of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery of juries, 
have or may exercise in that part of Great Britain called England, to 
inquire, by the oaths of good and sufficient men, of all treasons, mur- 
ders, and other felonies, forgeries, perjuries, trespasses, and other crimes 

and 
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and misdemeanors heretofore had, donfe, or committed, or udiicli LAWS, 

shall hereaflcr be had, done, or committed, within the said town *7 — 

or factory and the limits aforesaid, and the factories subordinate h^M, 

thereto; and for that purpose to issue their warrant or precept, to be Leuerj 

prepared in manner above-mentioned, and -directed to the said sheriff, 
commanding, him to summon a convenient number, therein to be spe- 
cified, of the principal inhabitants resident in the said town of Calcutta, 
being subjects of Great Britain, of us, our heirs and successors, to 
attend and serve, at a time and place therein also to be specified, as a 
grand jury or inquest, for us, our heirs and successors ; and present to 
the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal such 
crimes as shall come to their knowledge, and the said crimes and 
offences to hear and determine, by the oaths of other good and suffi- 
cient men, being subjects of Great Britain, of us, our heirs or succes- 
sors, and resident in the said town of Calcutta ; and for that purpose 
to issue a summons or precept, prepared in such manner as is before- 
mentioned, and directed to the said sheriff, commanding him to sum- 
mon a convenient number, to be therein specified, of such British 
subjects as aforesaid, to be and appear, at a time and place therein to 
be specified, and to try the said indictment or inquest. And if any 
such grand or petit jury, so summoned as aforesaid, shall refuse or 
neglect to attend, according to such summons, and b^ sworn upon 
inquest, we do hereby further empower the said Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Fort William in Bengal to punish the said contempt 
by fine or imprisonment, or both. 

Also crimiiuil (2) And it IS our further will and pleasure, and we do igoo. 
court of oye hereby grant, order, ordain, and appoint, that the said W* 

and UTiniin-r. Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras shall also be a patent* 

court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol deliver^', in and for Fort St. ]VIAl)KA^i. 
George, and the town of Madras and the limits thereof, and the fac- 
tories subordinate thereto, and shall have and be invested with the 
like power and authority as commissioners or justices of Oyer and 
Terminer and gaol delivery have or may exercise in that part of 
Great Britain called England, to inquire, by the oatlis of good and 
sufficient men, of treasons, murders, and other felonies, forgeries, per- 
juries, trespasses, and other crimes and misdemeanors, heretofore had, 
made, done or committed, or which shall hereafter be had, dq^ or 
committed within Fort St. George and the said town of Madras, x>r 
the limits thereof, or the factories subordinate thereto ; and for that 
purpose to issue their warrant or precept, to be prepared in manner 
above-mentioned and directed to the said sheriff, commanding him to 
summon a convenient number, therein to be specified, of the principal 
inhabitants resident in Fort St. George or the said town of Madras, 
being persons so heretofore described and distinguished as British sub- 
jects of us, our heirs and successors, as aforesaid, to attend and serve, 
at a time and place therein also to be specified, as a grand jury or 
inquest, for us, our heirs and successors, and present to the said court 

2 E such 
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such crimes and oiFenccs as shall come to their knowledge, and the 
said crimes and ofiences to hear and determine, by the oaths of other 
good and sufficient men, being persons so heretofore described and 
distinguished as British subjects of us, our heirs and successors, and 
resident in Fort St. (icorge, or the said town of Madras, or the limits 
thereof, or the factories subordinate thereto : and for that purpose to 
issue a summons or precept, prepared in such manner as is herein- 
before-mentioned, and directed to the said sheriff, commanding him 
to summon a convenient number, to be therein specified, of such per- 
sons so heretofore described and distinguished as Britisli subjects, as 
aforesaid, to try the said indictment or inquest. And if any person 
or persons to be summoned upon such grand or petit jury, as afore- 
said, shall refuse or neglect to attend according to such summons, and 
be sworn upon inquest, we do hereby further empower the said Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Madras to punish the said contempt, by fine or 
by imprisonment, for a reasonable time, to be limited, or by both. 

(d) And it is our further will and pleasure, and we Also criminal 
do hereby grant, order, ordain and appoint, that the oye^ ^ 

said Supreme Court of Judicature at Bombay shall and terminer. 
*aIso he a court ol* Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery, in and for 
the town and island of Bombay and the limits thereof, and the fac- 
tories subordinate thereto, and shall have and be invested with the 
like power and authority as commissioners or justices of Oyer and 
Terminer and gaol delivery have or may exercise in that part of 
Great Britain called England, to inquire, by the oaths of good and 
sufficient men, of all treasons, murders, and other felonies, forgeries, 
perjuries, trespasses, and other crimes and misdemeanors heretofore 
had, made, done or committed, or which shall hereafter be had, done 
or committed, within the said town and island of Bombay, or the limits 
thereof, or the factories subordinate thereto ; and for that purpose to 
issue their warrant or precept, to be prepared in manner above-men- 
tioned, and directed to the said sheriff, commanding him to summon 
a convenient number, therein to be specified, of the principal inhabi- 
tants resident in the said town or island of Bombay, being persons so 
heretofore described and distinguished as British subjects of us, our 
heirs and successors, as aforesaid, to attend and serve, at a time and 
place therein also to be specified, as a grand jury or inquest, for us, 
our heirs and successors ; and present to the said court such crimes 
and offences as shall come to their knowledge, and the said crimes and 
offences to hear and determine, by the oaths of other good and suffi- 
cient men, being persons so heretofore described and distinguished as 
British subjects of us, our heirs and successors, and resident in the 
said town or island of Bombay or the limits thereof, or the factories 
subordinate thereto ; and for that purpose to issue a summons or 
precept, prepared in such a manner as is hereinbefore-mentioned, and 
directed to the said sheriff, commanding him to summon a convenient 
number, to be therein specified, of such persons, so heretofore de- 
scribed 
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scribed and distinguished as British subjects, as aforesaid, to try the 
said indictment or inquest. And if any person or persons to be sum- 
moned upon such grand or petit jury, as aforesaid, shall refuse or 
neglect to attend according to such summons, and be sworn upon 
inquest, we do hereby further empower the said Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Bombay to punish the said contempt, by fine or by 
imprisonment, for a reasonable time, to be limited, or by both. 

All persons rc. (4) And be it enacted by the Kings most excellent 
sident in Cul- Majcst}^ by and with the advice and consent of the 
ami * Boiiiba^,* L^rds spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 
«iualificil as alter- present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
same, that all good and sufficient persons resident 
of serving on ju- within the limits of the several towns of Calcutta, 


rifs. — Madras, and Bombay, and not being the subjects of 
with rcspirtTo " ‘^*‘7 foreign state, shall, according to such rules, and 
<pialiiiration,c'vc. subject to sucli (jualifications as shall be fixed in man- 
— Junes to con- hereinafter-mentioned, be deemed capable of serv- 

professing the ing as jurors on gratid or j)etit juries, and upon all 
Clinstian reli- other iiiqucsts, and shall be liable to be summoned 
accordingly ; any thing in the said act, or in any other 
act, charter, or usage to the contrary notwithslaiuling. 

(b) And that the respective (courts of judicature at Calcutta, Madras, 
and Bombay, shall have power from time to time to make and establish 
such rules with respect to the <|ualification, appointment, form of sum- 
moning, challenging, and serviceof such jurors, and such other regulations 
relating thereto, as they may respectively deem expedient and proper: 
provided always, that copies of all such rules and regulations as shall 
be so made and established by such ct)urts of judicature shall be cer- 
tified under the hands and seals of the judges of such courts, to the 
president of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, lobe 
laid before his Majesty for bis ro^ al approbation, correction, or refusal. 

(6) Provided also, and be it furtlier enacted, (hat grand juries, in all 
cases, and all juries for the trial of persons professing the Christian re- 


ligion, shall consist wholly of persons professing the Christian religion. 


Justices. 

Governor-General, Council, and Judges to act as Justices. 

Governor-gciK’- (7) And be it further enacted by the authority afbre* 
ralandcoiimilto j j governor-general and council for tbe 

peace. time being of the said United Company s settlement 

at Fort William aforesaid, and the chief justice and other judges of 
the said Supreme Court of Judicature, shall and may, and they are 
hereby respectively declared to be, and to have full power and autho- 
rity to act as justices of the peace for the said settlement, and for the 
several settlements and factories subordinate thereto, and to do and 
transact all matters and things which to the office of a justice or jus- 
tices of the peace do belong and appertain ; and for that purpose the 

2 F 2 said 
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LAWS, said governor-general and council are hereby authorized and cm- 
powered to hold quarter-sessions within the said settlement of Fort 
13 Gvo. 3, William aforesaid, four times in every year, and the same shall be at 
i:.63, § 3». all times a court of record. 

Mat/ appoint Justices of Peace* 

1793. (8) And whereas the governor-general and other Power given to 

33 Geo. 3. members of the Supreme Council of Fort William in JJcraf^inToiindl 
§ IsT. Rcngal, and the chief justice and other justices of the of Fort William 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William afore- J? jws- 

.* , Uces of the pence, 

said, are at present the only persons authorized by law _Such justices 

to act as justices of the peace within and throughout 

.1 • 1* • 1 /« 1 1 courts of Oyer 

the provinces, districts, and countries of Bengal, Bahar, Terminer, 
and Orissa; and the governor or president, and the unless called 
other members of the council of Fort St George, on the 
coast of Coromandel ; and the governor or president, and the other 
members of the council of Bombay, are the only i>ers()ns authorized 
by law to act as justices of the peace in and for the presidency of 
Fort St. George, and the presidency, island, town, and factory of 
Bombay, and the places belonging and subordinate to the said two 
last-mentioned presidencies respectively ; and whereas, for preserving 
and maintaining the peace in the said provinces and presidencies 
aforesaid, and the places subordinate thereto, it is expedient that a 
further number of persons should be appointed to act as justices of 
the peace in and for the same respectively : be it tliercfore further 
enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the governor-gene- 
ral in council of Fort William in Bengal for the time being, by com- 
missions to be from time to time issued under the seal of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature there, in the name of the King’s Majesty, his 
heirs and successors, tested in the name of the chief justice of the 
said court (which said commissions the said Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature is hereby authorized and required, from time to time, by any 
order or warrant from the said governor -general in council, to issue 
accordingly) to nominate and appoint such and so many of the cove- 
nanted servants of the said Company, or other British inliabitants, as 
the s^d governor-general in council shall think properly qualified, to 
act as justices of the peace within and for the said provinces and 
presidencies, and places tliereto subordinate respectively, and such 
persons shall, according to the tenor of the respective commissions 
wherein they shall be so nominated and appointed, and by virtue 
thereof and of this act, have full power and authority to act as jus- 
tices of the peace, according to the tenor of the same commissions, 
wherein they shall be respectively named in and for the provinces and 
presidencies aforesaid, and places subordinate thereto respectively ; 
and the said Supreme Court, upon any requisition in writing from the 
said governor-j^neral in council, shall and may, from time to time, 

supersede 
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supersede such commissions, and upon like requisition issue new com- 
missions for the purposes aforesaid, unto the same or such other of 
the covenanted servants of the said Company, or other British inha- 
bitants, as shall from time to time be so nominated by the said gover- 
nor-general in council in that behalf, all which commissions shall be 
filed of record in the respective courts of Oyer and Terminer of the 
province, presidency, or place wherein and for which the same shall 
be issued as aforesaid : provided always, that the persons who shall 
be so nominated and appointed as aforesaid shall not be capable of 
holding any court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery, nor to sit 
in any such court, unless the justices of the said court shall, on any 
particular occasion, call upon them so to do, in which case, and so 
often as the same shall happen, the persons so called upon shall and 
may for that time associate with them, and sit as justices of the said 
court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery by virtue of this act, 
and have a deliberative voice, being first specially authorized for that 
purpose by order in council. 


LAWS. 


1793. 

33 Geo. 3, 
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$ 151. 


Governments^ Madras and Bombat/y may appoint Justices. 


Governors nnd 
tnt'nihers of tlic 
council of Ma- 
dras and llonilKiy 
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tices of tlic peace 
for the said 
towns. 


(9) And be it further enacted, that the governor 
and members of the council for the time being of 
Fort St. George, and the governor and members of the 
council for the time being of Bombay respectively, 
shall and may, and they are hereby respectively de- 
clared to be, and to have full power and authority to 
act as justices of the peace for the said towns of Madras and Bombay 
respectively, and for the several settlements and factories subordinate 
thereto respectively, and to do and transact all matters and things 
which to the office of a justice or justices of the peace do belong and 
appertain ; and for that purpose the said governor and council of Fort 
St. George, and the said governor and council of Bombay, are hereby 
respectively authorized and empowered to hold quarter sessions 
within the said settlements of Fort St. George and Bombay aforesaid 
respectively, four times in every year, and the same shall respectively 
be at all times Courts of Record. 


1S07. 

47 Geo. S, 
Seu. 2, 
c. 68, $ 4. 


And issue com- (10) And bc it further enacted, that it shall and^ay § 5. 

missions for ap- lawful to and for the governor in council of Fort 
pointing lus- r ^ 

tiecs in the places George and the governor in council of Bombay 
subordinate respectively, for the time being, by commissions to be 
from time to time issued under the seals of the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature of Fort St. George and the court of the 
recorder of Bombay respectively, in the name of the King’s Majesty, 
his heirs and successors, such commissions as shall be issued under 
the seal of the Supreme Court of Judicature of Fort St. George to be 
tested in the name of the chief justice of the said court, and such 
commissions as shall be issued under the seal of the court of the 
recorder of Bombay to bc tested in the name of the recorder of the 

2 z 3 said 



422 


JURIES, JUSTICES, AND CORONERS. 


LAWS, said court (wliich said commissions the said Supreme Court of Judi- 
1^07 cature of Fort St. George and the said court of the recorder of Rom- 
47 Geo! 3, hereby respectively authorized and required, from time to time, 

c. <iy, §5. by any order or warrant from the said governor in council of Fort St. 

George and Bombay respectively, to issue accordingly) to nominate 
and appoint such and so many of the covenanted servants of the said 
Company, or other British inhabitants, as the said governor in council 
of Fort St. George, and the said governor in council of Bombay 
respectively, shall think properly {pialilicd to act as justices of the 
peace within and for the said provinces and presidencies and places 
thereto subordinate respectively ; and such persons shall, according 
to the tenor of the respective commissions wherein they shall be so 
nominated and appointed, and by virtue thereof and of this act, have 
full power and authority to act as justic(?s of the peace, according to 
the tenor of the same commissions when in they shall be respectively 
named, in and for the j)rovinees and presidencies aforesaid and places 
subordinate tliercto respectively ; and the said Supreme Court ()f 
•Tudicaturc of Fort St. George and tlic court of the recorder of Bom- 
bay respectively, upon any requisition in writing from the said gover- 
nor in council of I'ort St. George and govo nor in council of liombay 
respectively, fehall and may from time to time supersede such com- 
missions, and upon like recjuisitions issue new commissions for the 
purposes aforesaid, unto the same or sucli other of the covenanted 
servants of the said Company, or other British inhabitants, as shall 
from time to time be so nominated by the said governor in council of 
Fort St. George and governor in council of Bombay respectively, in 
that behalf, all which commissions shall he filed of record in the 
respective courts of Oyer and Terminer ol’ the province, presidency or 
place wliercin and for whicli the same shall he issued as aforesaid; and 
all such justices of the peace and their proceedings shall be subject 
and liable to such ruIcvS, regulations and restrictions as under and by 
virtue of any act or acts of rarliarnent now in force, the justices 
of the peace to be appointed by the governor-general in council of 
Fort William aforesaid, and their proceedings, are or may be subject 
or liable to. 

§ 6. (11) And be it further enacted, that from and after RepiMl of pro- 

the first day of March one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, so much of the act passed in the thirty-third abliiifr7he go- 
year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, vcrnor-general in 
** An Act for continuing in the East-lndia Company \vnnam **to ^ap^ 
for a further Term the Possession of the British point justices f«ir 
Territories in India, together with their cx(*lusive presidencies 
** Irade, under certain Liinitations ; tor establishing Bombay. 

« further Regulations for the Government of the said 
“ Territories, and the better Administration of Justice within the 
same; for appropriating to certain Uses the Revenues and Profits 
“ of the said Company, and for making Provision for the good Order 

and 
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and Government of the Towns of Calcutta, ^Madras, and Bombay,” 
as authorizes the governor-general in council of Fort William in 
Bengal, to nominate and appoint any person or persons to be or 
act as justices of the peace within and for any of the provinces, 
presidencies or places subordinate to the said governor in coun- 
cil of Fort St. George and governor in council of Bombay 
respectively, or to supersede any commissions of I he peace, shall be 
and is hereby repealed: provided always, that such repeal shall 
in nowise prejudice or adect the authorit}^ of any person or persons 
theretofore appointed by llie said governor general in council of Fort 
William, to be and act as justices of the peace within and lor any of 
the provinces, presidencies or places subordinate to the said gover- 
nor in council of I'ort St. George and governor in council of Bombay 
rcspcctive\y, until the commissions to such persons shall be super- 
seded by the governor in council of Fort St. (ieorge, or the gover- 
nor in council of Bombay respectively. 

JuMices to lake requisite Oaths, 

No persoiis ca- (12) Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
person to be nominated and appointed in and 
peace, till they by any such commission as aforesaid shall be capable 

rt Ti!if itlr ucting as a justice of the peace in any of the said 
rtijiiiMtf O.U .s. pj.QYinces or presidencies, until he shall liavc taken 

and subscribed in the court of Oyer and Terminer of the province or 
presidency for which he shall be appointed to act as a justice of the 
peace, the like oaths as are appointed to be taken by justices of the 
peace in (Jreat Britain, or as nearly to the tenor thereof as the case 
will admit and as shall be approved by the said court ; the oath of 
qualification prescribed by an act of the eighteenth year of liis late 
Majesty King George II, intituled, “ An Act, to amend and render 
“ more effectual an Act passed in the fifth Year of his present 
“ Majesty’s Reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Qualification of ,lus- 
“ tices of the IVace,’ ” only and always txcej)ted. 

Justici's of the (1:1) And whereas great inconvenience has arisen, 
{ifV*l)y taking the requiring the civil servants of the said United 

oaths in any court Comj)any, and other persons stationed at a distance 

of justice with- presidencies, to attend and take the oaths in 

in the provinces. , n i rri • 1 • , 

as Geo. a, c. .5i. the courts of Oyer and lerniiner of the said presi- 
dencies, as prescribed by the said act of Parliament of 
Great Britain of the thirty-third year of his Majesty’s reign ; be it 
therefore enacted, that all persons who shall be nominated and aj)- 
pointed in any such commissions of the peace as arc in the said act 
mentioned shall be capable of acting as justices of the peace in 
every respect, according to the tenor of such commissions, upon 
taking and subscribing, in any civil or criminal court of justice within 
the provinces in and for which any such commission shall have 

2 E I issued. 
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ir‘»3. 
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r. b2, 

§ 152. 
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.53 Geo. .3, 
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issued, before any other justice of the peace, the like oaths as arc 
appointed by tlie said act to be taken in the court of Oyer and Tcr- 
luincr of the province or presidency for which such persons shall be 
appointed to act as justices of the peace; and the subscription of 
such persons to the said oatlis shall be deposited and kept with the 
records of the courts of justice in which the said oaths shall have 
been administered. 


Ma^ ajyjmnt Scavengers, 

(H) And whereas by an act of the first year of the Justices may ap- 
reign of his late Majesty King George I, intituled, 

“ An Act for making the Laws for repairing the High- streets of Calcut- 
« ways more effectual,” provision was made for au- Hadnis, ^nd 
thorizing justices of the peace in cities and market on!cr**thcir 
towns, at their general or quarter sessions, to appoint being watched 
scavengers for cleansing and repairing the streets of 
the same, and to raise money by assessments upon the for those purpo- 
inhabitants for defraying the expenses thereof : and 
whereas, by an act passed in the seventh year of the reign of his 
present Majesty, to amend and reduce into one act the statutes for 
the amendment and preservation of the public highways, it was 
enacted, that the said recited act of the first year of King (leorgc I. 
should be repealed : and wdiereas, it is essentially necessary for the 
health, as well as for the security, comfort and convenience of the 
iiiliabitants of the towns and factories of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, in the East-Indies, that the streets therein should be regu- 
larly and effectually cleansed, watched and repaired : be it therefore 
enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the justices of 
the peace within or for the presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. 
George, and Bombay respectively, for the time being, or the major 
part of them, from time to time asseml>led at their general or quarter 
sessions, to appoint scavengers for cleansing the streets of the said 
towns or factories of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay respectively, 
and to nominate and appoint such persons as they shall think fit in 
that behalf, and also to order the w^atching and repairing of the 
streets therein as they respectively shall judge necessary ; and for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses thereof, from time to time to 
make an equal assessment or assessments on the ow^ners or occupiers 
of houses, buildings and grounds in the said towns or factories 
respectively, according to the true and real annual values thereof, so 
that the whole of such assessment or assessments shall not exceed, 
in any one year, the proportion of one-twentieth part of the. gross 
annual values thereof respectively, unless any higher rate of assess- 
ment shall, in the judgment of the governor-general in council or 
governor in council of the said respective presidencies, become 
essentially necessary for the cleansing, watching or repairing thereof, 
in which case the said governor-general in council or governor in 

council 
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council shall and may, on any such urgent occasion, by order in 
council, authorize a further assessment, not exceeding in any one year 
the half part of the amount of the ordinary annual assessment herein- 
before limited, and that it shall be thereupon lawful for the said 
justices to make a further assessment, according to the tenor of such 
order, and not otherwise or in any other manner; and that all and 
every such assessment or assessments shall and may, from time to 
time, be levied and collected by such person or persons, and in such 
manner as the said justices by their order in session shall direct 
and appoint in that behalf, and the money thereby raised shall be 
employed and disposed of according to the orders and directions of 
the said justices in sessions respectively, for and towards the repair- 
ing, watching and cleansing the said streets, and for no other pur- 
pose; and <hat the said assessments, being allowed under the hands 
and seals of such justices, or any two or more of them, shall and 
may be levied by warrant under their hands and seals, or the hands 
and seals of any two of them, by distress and sale of the goods and 
chattels of any person or persons not paying the same within eight 
days after demand, rendering the overplus if any be to the same 
person or persons, the necessary charges of making, keeping and 
selling such distress or distresses being first deducted. 

Spiriluons Liquors not to be sold xvithout License from txjoo or more 

Justices. 

No spirituous (15) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be 

liquors to be sold lawful for any person or persons to sell any arrack or 
in Caliutta, Ma- , n 

liras, or Bniiihay, Other spirituous liquors w'lthin the towns or factories 
without lifci so. of Calcutta, Madras, or Bombay respectively, without 
Ihuhs ot* tilo ^ license for that purpose, under the hands and seals 
places shall of two OF more of the justices of the peace having 
prcscriliod. jurisdiction : and that the powers and authorities vest- 
ed, by any laws or statutes now in force in that part of Great Britain 
called England, in any justices of the peace for restraining the inor- 
dinate sale of spirituous liquors, shall extend to and be put in force 
against all unlicensed traders in spirits or spirituous liquors within 
the said towns and factories respectively, by the justices having 
jurisdiction therein ; and that if any question shall arise touching or 
concerning the true limits and extent of the said towns and factories, 
or any of them, the same shall be inquired into by the governor- 
general in council at Fort William in respect to the limits and 
extent of Calcutta, and by the governor in council of Fort St. George 
in respect to tlic limits and extent of Madras, and the governor in 
council at Bombay in respect of the town of Bombay; and that 
such limits as the said respective governments, by order in council, 
shall declare and prescribe to be the limits of the said towns and 
factories respectively, shall be held, deemed, and taken in law as 

the 
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LAWS, true limits of the same; any custom or usage to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Justices to have Jurisdiction in cases of Assault and Trespass on the 

Natives. 


1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155, 

§ 105. 


(16) And whereas his Majesty’s British subjects re- Justices of peace 
sident in the British territories in India, without the i,ave7uSct!o!I 
towns of Calcutta, Madras, and the town and island in case of assault 


of Bombay, are now by law siibicct only to the trespass tom- 
jurisdiction of his Majesty s courts at Calcutta, Madras, subjects on tlie 
and Bombay respectively, and arc exempted from the uatives of India, 
jurisdiction of the courts established by the said United ^j.^io|7*iiid p7ol 
Company within the said territories, to which all other ceedings to be 
persons, whether natives or others, inhabitants in the 
said territories without the limits of the towns afore- i/jnpj, j,e paid 
said, are amenable: and whereas it is expedient to to the magistrate, 
provide more effectual redress for the native inhabi- 
tants of the said t(?rritories, as well as in the case of victions remove- 


assault, forcible entry, or other injury accompanied able by^rer/wrrn, 
with force, which may be committed by British sub- provision^ of *33 
jects at a distance from the places where his Majesty’s Goo. 3, c. 52. 
courts are established, as in case of civil controversies with such 


British subjects : be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be 
lawful for any native of India, resident in the East-Indies or parts 
aforesaid, and without the said tow^iis, in case of* any assault, forcible 
entry, or other injury accompanied with force alleged to have been 
done against his person or property by a British subject, to complain 
of such assault, forcible entry, or other injury accompanied with force, 
not being felony, to the magistrate of the zillah or district where the 
alleged offender shall be resident, or in which such offence shall have 
been committed; and that such magistrate shall have power and 
authority, at the instance of the person so complaining, to take 
cognizance of such complaint, to hear parties, to examine witnesses, 
and, having taken in writing the substance of the complaint, defence 
and evidence, to acquit or convict the person accused ; and, in case 
of conviction, to inflict upon such person a suitable punishment by 
fine, not exceeding five hundred rupees, to be levied in case of non- 
payment by warrant under the hand of the said magistrate, and upon 
any property of the party so convicted which may be found within 
the said district ; and if no such property shall be found within the 
said district, then it shall be lawful for the said magistrate, by war- 
rant also under his hand, to commit such offender to some place of 
confinement within the said zillah or district, which in the judgment 
of the said magistrate* shall be fit for receiving such offender; or if 
there shall be no fit place of confinement, then to the gaol of the 
presidency, to remain there for a period not exceeding two months, 

unless 
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unless such fine shall be sooner paid ; and it shall be lawful for the 
said magistrate to award the whole or any portion of such fine to the 
party aggrieved, by way of satisfaction for such injury; provided 
always, that in all cases of conviction of a Rritish subject, under the 
provision hereinbefore contained, the magistrate before whom such 
conviction shall take place shall forthwith transmit copies of such 
convictions, and of all depositions and other proceedings relative 
thereto, to the government to which the place wherein the offence 
was committed is or shall be subordinate ; provided also, that all 
such fines shall be paid in the first instance to the magistrate before 
whom the party offending shall be convicted, and the amount thereof 
after making such satisfaction to the party aggrieved, as aforesaid, if 
any, sli;dl be transmitted by such magistrate to the clerk of the 
crown, or other officer to whom it belongs to receive fines in his 
Majesty s court of Ov''*' I'erminer and gaol delivery for the 
province within wdiich the ofience shall have been committed ; and 
such fines shall and may be disposed of in the same manner as 
other fines imposed by such court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol 
delivery : provided also, that all such convictions shall and may be 
removable by writ of certiorari into the said courts of Oyer and 
Terminer and gaol delivery respectively, in the same manner, and 
upon the same terms and conditions, and shall be proceeded upon in 
the same manner in every respect as is directed in the said act of 
thirty-third year of his Majesty’s reign, with regard to other con- 
victions before justices of ))eace in the British settlements or territories 
in India : provided also, that nothing herein contained shall extend, 
or be construed to extend, to prevent such magistrate from com- 
mitting or holding to bail any British subject charged w ith any such 
offence before him, in the same manner as such British subject might 
have been committed or holden to bail if this act had not been 
passed, where the offence charged shall appear to such magistrate 
to he of so aggravated a nature as to be a tit subject for prosecution 
in any of his Majesty’s courts, to which such British subject may be 
amenable. 


To have Jurisdiction in cases of small Debts to Natives. 

Justices of the (17) And be it further enacted, that in all cases of 
peace Jo have ju- exceeding the sum of fifty rupees, alleged to 

of small dclits RrRisli subjects to any native of India 

due to naiivps resident in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, and with- 

subjects* out the jurisdiction of the several Courts of Requests 

established at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay respec- 
tively, it shall and may be lawful for the magistrate of the zillah or 
district where such British subject shall be resident, or in which such 
debt shall have been contracted, to take cognizance of all such debts, 
and to examine witnesses upon oath, and in a summary way to decide 

between 
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LAWS, between the parties, which decision shall be final and conclusive to 
all intents and purposes ; and inwall cases where any such debt shall 
53 Geo! 3, found to be due from any British subject to any such native of 
c. 16.*), India, the amount thereof shall and may be levied in the same 
^ manner, and subject to the same regulations and provisions, in 

respect to the commitment of the debtor, as are hereinbefore made 
and provided in respect to the levying of fines in case of the conviction 
of a British subject before such magistrate. 

Proceedings of Justices may he removed by Certiorari. 

1793. (18) Provided always, and be it further enacted and Proceedings of 

declared, that all convictions, judgments, orders, and peacrmay'te ro- 
§153. other proceedings, which shall be had, made, or pro- moved by certio- 
nounced by or before any justice or justices of the 
peace within any of the British settlements or terri- and Terminer, 
torics in India, out of the court of Oyer and Terminer 
within and for the same, shall and may be removable, by writ of cer- 
tiorari, into the court of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery of 
and for the same presidency, at the instance of any of the parties 
thereby affected or aggrieved, at any time within the space of six 
calendar months next after the making or pronouncing thereof respec- 
tively ; and for that purpose it shall and may be lawful to and for any 
one or more of the justices of the said court of Oyer and Terminer and 
gaol delivery, and such justice or justices is and are hereby required, 
at the instance of such party or parties, to grant bis fiat or warrant 
to the keeper of the rolls of the peace, or other proper officer, to 
award a writ of certiorari under the seal of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, when the matter shall arise in Bengal, Bahnr or Orissa; 
or if it shall arise in the presidency of Fort St. George, or in the pre- 
sidency of Bombay, or in any settlement or place subordinate thereto 
respectively, then under the seal of the Mayor s Court of the presi- 
dency wherein the matter shall so arise, or to which the cognizance 
thereof shall belong, for the removal and bringing of such conviction, 
judgment, order or other proceeding into the said court of Oyer and 
Terminer and gaol delivery ; and that the said court of Oyer and 
Terminer and gaol delivery shall have full power and authority to 
hear and determine the matter of such conviction, judgment, order 
and other proceeding so removed, and to quash or affirm the same, so 
that the same be not quashed for want of form, but on the merits 
only, and to pronounce judgment thereon, in the like manner as the 
Court of King’s Bench at Westminster can or may do upon convic- 
tions, judgments, orders or other proceedings had or made by or 
before any justices of the peace, or court or quarter sessions in Eng- 
land removed or brought into the said Court of King’s Bench by writ 
of certiorari. 


(17) Provided 
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Before graining (19) Provided also, and be it enacted and declared, LAWS. 

recogni^' before the granting of any such writ, the like 

zunce to be cn- recognizances shall be entered into, and the party or 33 Geo.' 3, 
tcred into. parties applying for such writ shall be put under the c. 52, 
same terms and conditions, in all respects, as arc by law directed and ^ 
provided in the cases of writs of certiorari awarded or granted for the 
removal of any conviction, judgment, order, or other proceeding, had 
or made by or before any justice or justices of the peace in England, 
into the said Court of King’s Bench, or as by the usage and practice 
of the same court hath been accustomed. 

Mat/ sit in Council to hear Appeals. 

Justices of the (*^0) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may § 155. 

tlie coiinni of the lawful for the governor-general in council of FortWil- 

prtsidcucy to liam, or the governors of Ifort St. (leorge and Bombay, 
hear appeals. ^^y j j mude in thcir councils respectively, to 

call any of the justices of the peace authorized in and by any such com- 
mission or commissions as aforesaid, to sit and associate with the said 
governor-general in council or governor in council, for the more 
speedy hearing and determining of causes appealed ; and that the 
said justices shall, and they are hereby authorized and required, when 
so called upon, to act as justices in the Court of Appeals accordingly, 
and to have and use deliberative voice in all proceedings upon such 
appeals. 

Coroners. 

Prcsidoncies (21) And whcrcas it is expedient that coroners § 157. 

ronors* should be appointed for the settlements in India, for 

exLTcisc the same taking inquests upon view of the bodies of persons 

powers as coro- coming, or supposed to have come to an untimely end : 
ners in England. , ^ ^ 1 • .... 

be It enacted, that the governor-general in council at 

Fort William, and the governors in council at Fort St. George and 
Bombay, within their several presidencies and governments respec- 
tively, shall have full power and authority, by orders in council, from 
time to time, to nominate and appoint so many coroners, being British 
subjects, as they shall scspectively think tit, or as shall be limited by 
the Court of Directors of the said Company, and by like orders to 
supersede and remove the persons so appointed, as occasion may 
appear to require ; and that the persons so nominated, and taking and 
subscribing, before one of the judges of the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, or one of the Mayor’s Courts, the like oaths as are directed to 
be taken by the coroners of counties in England, shall and may, by 
force of this act, have, do, execute, perform, and exercise the like 
powers, authorities, and jurisdictions, within the presidency or settle- 
ment for which they shall be so respectively nominated and ap- 
pointed, as by law may be had, done, executed, performed, or exer- 
cised 
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§ 157. 


cised by coroners elected for any county or place in lilngland, and 
not otherwise, or in any other manner ; and that such coroners 
shall have and be entitled unto such reasonable fees and al- 
lowances, for the performance of the duty of their said office, as 
shall be limited or prescribed by the said respective governments in 
that behalf. 
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LOANS AND INTEREST THEREON IN 

INDIA. 


TiiK rate of inlorcst on loans of money in Great Britain 
became tbe subject of legislative enactment in the thirty-seventh 
year of the T t igii of TIenry VIII, when, by cap. 9, the rate of 
interest was confined to ten per ctml., which was confirmed 
l)y the 13th of Klizabcali, cap. 8. B\" the 21st of James I, 

cap. 17, it was reduced to eiglit percent. ; and by the statute of 
(Hilaries II, cap. 13, to six ; and histly, by the 12tli of Anne, cap. 
Ifi, to five per cent. ])er annum, winch is now the extremity 
of legal interest that can be taken on a loan of money. 
It is understood that, if a contract which carries interest be 
made in a foreign countiy, the courts in this country will 
direct the jiayment of interest according to the law of the 
country in which the contract was made, and that Irish, Turk- 
ish, American, and Indian interest have been allow ed so far as 
ten and twelve per cent. : hence the settled rate of interest for 
money lent may bo considered the lawful gain, and the extor- 
tion of unlaw^ful or excessive gain, usury. A proposition for 
the repeal of the laws, geiierall}'^ termed the usury laws in this 
country, has been brought forward by Mr. Serjeant Onslow in 
successive sessions of Parliament. 

With respect to India, the subject was first noticed in Par- 
liament in the Fourth Report from a Secret Committee of the 
House of Commons, which wtis appointed in 1772, for the 
purpose of inquiring into the affairs of the East-India Com- 
pany. In that report, the revenue in India was principally 
advcrtetl to: its sources were stated to be rents of lands, 
duties and customs, farms of exclusive privileges, fines and 
forfeitures. The committee pointed out that the diminution of 
the revenues arose in a great measure from the exorbitant rate 
of interest exacted for money taken up by the zemindars and 

others. 
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Others, to enable them to discharge their rents. I'hroe and a-half 
per cent; per mensem, or thirty-seven and a-half per cent, per 
annum, was a very general rate; and in some instances, a rate 
of interest almost incredible had been taken : from wliich it was 
clearly shewn, that however fertile the lands might be, or 
whatever crops they might yield, no produce could bear the 
charge. It was likewise apparent that the Company^s co- 
venanted servants had been parties to leases of lands, in cases 
where they themselves were cnlrusted with the management of 
the revenues and letting of the territory. 

In May 1772, a Committee oi Revenue was held at Cal- 
cutta, of which the Clovernor, Mr. Hastings, was president. 
It had been specially referred to the committee, to fiiul 
out some means of preventing the practice of lending money 
on exorbitant usury, by which the r 3 "ots were often in- 
volved in heavy debts, without the ho})e, or scarce the pro- 
bability of relief; and not only' the fruits of their industry^, 
but often the farmers* dues (which in effect are those of the 
state), became the property of the money-lenders. The 
collector himself in the meantime w'as forbidden, on pain of 
removal from his office, either to lend money himself, or to 
suffer his banyan, or any other of his servants, or dependants, 
to lend money to the zemindars, talookdars, farmers, ryots, 
or any other person whatever, within the district of which he 
had charge. In like manner, the zemindars, talookdars, and 
others were prohibited from lending money to the ryots ; the 
restriction however was not to prevent the farmer from afford- 
ing the usual and necessary aids of tuccavy to the ryots, the 
premium of >such advances being fixed at two per cent, per 
mensem, and payment received not in kind, but in money. 
In the regulating act passed the following year, a clause vras 
introduced, which provides that no subject of his Majesty in 
the £ast-Indics shall take, directly or indirectly, for loan of 
any monies, wares, merchandize, or other commodities, a 
greater rate of interest than twelve per cent. 

In the year 1797, in order to checkt he practice of 
British subjects lending money, or their being con- 
cerned 

* Assisting tenants with an advance of money for cultivation when the necessary 
means are wanting. 
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cerncd in lending the same to native princes in India, which 
liad been the source of much usury and extortion, the 3Tth 
Geo. Ill, cap. 142, sec. 28, was passed, prohibiting such 
practice in future, and declaring any party concerned in any 
Cransactloii of that nature after the 1st December 1797, guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and liable to be proceeded against by any 
competent court of jurisdiction* 

A question arose, in 1822, as to the construction to be put 
upon the two enactments before-mentioned, and a case was ac- 
cordingly prcparcil and laid before his Majesty’s Attorney and 
Solicitor-General ami the Company’s standing counsel, who 
gave it as tlioir opinion,* with reference to the 30tli section of 
the 13th Geo. Ill, cap. 63, that the restriction on the rate of 
interest extends to contracts made as well in those parts of the 
Kast-Indies wliich are not under the government of the East- 
liulia Company, as in those which are. That such restriction 
also extends to loans made to native princes and governments 
ill the East-Indies, as well as to those made to individuals, 
whether the contracts for such loans be made or carried into 
execution \vithiii or beyond the territories under the govern- 
ment of the East-India Company. That if a loan be made by 
a Hritish subjocl to a native prince in the East-Indies, with the 
consent and approbation of tlie Governor in Council of one 
of the Company’s governiiients, first hud and obtained in 
writing, pursuant to llie 37tli Geo. Ill, cap. 112, sec. 28, but 
without any specification of the rate of interest to be taken for 
such loan, the inUtof interest will be limited by the 13th Geu. 
Ill, cap. 63, sec. 30, whether the contract for such loan be 
made or curried into execution within or beyond the territories 
under the government of the East-India Company, and that 
the Governor in Council could not in either case legally au- 
thorrae the lender to take a rate of interest exceeding twelve 
per cent, per annum. 

That it is not lawful for a mercantile or banking partnership, 
consisting partly of natives of India and partly of European- 
born subjects of his Majesty, to make a loan to a native prince 
contrary to the provisions of 37th Geo. Ill, cap. 142, seci 28, 

whether 
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whether the contract for such loan be made or carried into 
execution within or beyond the territories under tlic Govern- 
ment of the East-lndia Company, that in either ease the con- 
tract of tlie house would be void, and that the Eiiropean-boni 
partners would I)c liable to be prosecuted for a inisd<‘nieaiior. 

'Jlicse opinions were communicated by the Court of Di- 
rectors to their Government in Benf^al in April 1893, who were 
desired to make the same public. 

In the month of June 1895, the Marquis of Hastings ob- 
tained permission to bring in a bill for the j)urpose of amending 
and explaining tlie 13th Geo. Ill, as to iluj rate of interest in 
India. The second reatling took place on the 22d of June, 
when Lord Hastings stated, that the object of the bill was to 
define the 'scope of the eiiactnieiit, which limits the rate of 
interest to be taken on money lent in India ; and to declare 
that the clause adverted to did not extend to persons residing 
within the territories of the native sovereigns. Ilis Lr>rdshij> 
accordiiigly proposed, that the following question should be put 
to the judges, on the East-India Cujn]>any’s Aftairs Bill : — 

Whether, according to the true construction of the 3()th 
section of an act passed in the thirteenth year of the reign of 
his late Majesty, ciititletl, ‘ An Act for establishing certain 
“ Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the 
Kost-India Company,’ the same limits tlie rate of interest to 
“ be taken for loans of any monies to twelve pounds for one 
hundred pounds by the year, such loans being made, or 
advanced, within the dominions of a native independent so- 
“ vereign by British subjects domiciliated and residing within 
such dominions.’’ 

Tlie question was answered in the negative on the 27th June, 
when the bill submitted by the Marquis of Hastings to 
the House of Lords was read a second time, beyond which 
stage no farther ])roceeding has taken place upon it. The 
opinion of the judges was communicated to the Bengal Govern- 
ment by the Court of Directors in August 1825. The exist- 
ing laws are contained in the acts of 1773 and 1797. 
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LAWS. 

No Person to take Interest above Twelve per Cent, per Annum. 

No per-^on shnll (1) And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 

monte'abovc the of Iiis Majesty, his heirs and sue- 

rate of per cessors, in the East-Indies, shall, upon any contract 

ceiu. per annum, ^vdiieh shall be made from and after the said first day 

—Persons by . . , . i i i i 

covin .'icccpting of August, one thousand seven hurulred and seventy- 

loans, &c., shall four, take directly or indirectly, for loan of any monies, 
ofli nco treble th^^ warcs, merchandize, or other commodities whatsoever, 
value; one abovc the valuc of twelve pounds for the forbearance 

rnoicty to feo to hundred poimd.^ lor a year ; and so after that 

fiK! Conipanv, , * i . , 

and the other to tide lor ii greater or lesser sum, or lor a longer or 

the prosecutor, shorter time ; and that all bonds, contracts, and assu- 
rances whatsoever, made after the tin>'^ aforesaid, for payment of any 
principal or money to be lent or covenanted to be performed upon, 
or for any usury whereupon or whereby there shall he reserved or 
taken above the rate of twelve pounds in the hundred, as aforesaid, 
shall be utterly void : and all and every such person or persons what- 
soever who shall, after the time aforesaid, upon any contract to be 
made after tlic first day of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-four, take, accept, and receive, by way or means of any cor- 
rupt bargain, loan, exchange, sliift, or interest oi’ any warcs, incrchan- 
<lizcs, or other thing or things whatsoever, or by any deceitful way or 
mean, or by any covin, engine, or deceitful conveyance, for the for- 
bearing or giving day of payment for one whole year, of and for their 
money or other thing, abovc the sum of twelve pounds for the for- 
bearing of one hundred })uunds for a year, and so after that rate for 
a greater or lesser sum, or for a longer or shorter term, shall forfeit 
and lose, for every sucli ofience, treble the value of the monies, wares, 
merchandizes, and otlicr things so lent, bargained, exchanged, or 
shifted, with costs of suit, one moiety whereof shall be to tlie said 
United Compaii}'^, and the other moiety to him or them who will sue 
for the same in the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, 
in Calcutta, or in the Mayor’s Court in any other of the said United 
Company’s settlements where such olFence shall have been committed, 
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in which no essoin, 
wager of law, or protection, shall be allowed ; and in case no such 
action, bill, jdaint, or information, shall have been brought and pro- 
secuted with cHect within three years., that then it shall and may be 
lawful to and for the j)arty aggrieved to sue and prosecute I'or reco- 
very of all sums of money paid over and above such rate of interest. 

Persons making (2) And bc it further enacted, that no informer or 
contrary lo'ihc P^^diitift' shall or may compound or agree with any per- 
im?aning of the son or persons that shall offend, or sliall bc surmised 

ii F to 
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1773. 

13 Geo. 3, 
c. G3, § sa 


§ 31 . 
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I.AWS. 

\nx 

13 Guo. 3> 
c. 63, 
§31. 


to ofTcnd, against tliis act, ibr any oftence committed, to be 

or pretended to be committed, before answer made in 
the said Supreme Court, unto the information or suit in court, 
that behalf exhibited or prosecuted, nor after answer, but by the order 
or consent of llie said court, on pain that if any person or persons 
sluill olfend in making of any composition or agreement, (H)ntrary to 
tlie true intent and meaning of this act, or shall, by colour or pretence 
of [)roccss, or without [jrocess, upon colour or pretence of any inattCT 
of offence against this act, make any composition, or take any money, 
reward, or promise of reward, for himself, or to the use of any other, 
without order or consent of the said court, that then he or they so 
offending, being thereof lawfully convicted, shall, for every such 
offence, be liable to be lined and imprisoned, at the discretion of the 
said court. 


1797. 

:17 Ciu<i. 3, 
c. 1 rj, 

§ VIS. 


No Person to lend Money to Native Princes^ without Consent of the 

Court of Directors or Governor in Council, 

(3) And whereas the practice of British subjects From Dec. l, 

lending money, or being concerned in the lending of 

the same, or in transactions for the borrowing money «ii y monuj, or be 

for, or lending money to the native princes in India, ^’oncenicHi in 
, , 7 . /« 1 • t • 1 • 1 iinsmir any tor 

has been productive or much niischiet, and is the |„ incus, 

source of much usury and extortion t and whereas the witliout consent 


of the Court i>f 
Directors or tbe 


wholesome orders ol’ the Court of Directors of the 

United Company of Merchants trading to India, have gDvernor in 

not been sufficient to restrain and repress tlic same: romuil; am! any 
, , • • 1 • 1 1 1 • » 1 I 1 • person doing so 

and whereas it is highly desirable that such practices m y bo pio .ecnt- 

should be prevented in future ; be it therefore enacted, vd for a inisde- 
that, from and alter tlic first day of December next, 
no British subject shall, by himself, or by any other lent conirary 
person directly or indirectly enijiloyed by him, lend burutu tobuvoid. 
any money or other valuable thing to any native prince in India^ h}^ 
whatever name or description such native prince shall he called, nor 
shall any British subject, either by himself, or by any other person 
directly or indirectly employed by him, be concerned in the lending 
any money to any such native prince, nor .shall any British subject be 
concerned cither by liimsclf or by any other person,. ,,^?itlier directly 
or indirectly, in raising or procuring any money for any sucli native 
prince, or as being security for such loan or money, nor shall any 
British subject lend any money or other valuable thing to any other 
person for the purpose of being lent to any such native prince, nor 
shall any British subject, by himself or by any other person, cither 
directly or indirectly, for his use and benefit, take, receive, bold, 
enjoy, or be concerned in any bond, note, or other secuiity, or 
assignment, granted or to be granted by any such native prince, 
after the first day of December next, for the loan, or for the re-pay- 
nicnt of money, or other valuable thing, without the consent and 

approbation 
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approhatiun of the Court of Directors of the £ast>India Company, 
or the consent and approbation of the governor in council of one of 
the said Company’s governments in India, first had and obtained in 
writing; and every person doing, acting, or transacting, or being 
concerned in any actings, doings, and transactions, contrary to this act, 
shall be deemed and taken to he guilty of a misdemeanor at law, 
and shall and may be proceeded against and punished as such, by 
virtue of this act, before any court of competent jurisdiction ; and 
all bonds, notes, assignments, or securities ibr money, of what kind 
or nature soever, taken, held, or enjoyed, citlicr directly or indirectly, 
for the use and hciicht of any British subject, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of tliis act, shall be, and the same are hereby 
declared to be null and void to all intents and purposes. 

On comijlaiiit ( And be it liutiicr enacted, that when and so 
nitMUs fn'lInVia ‘‘‘bV inlbrinatioii shall be given, or complaint 

lor actiiiji con- made til any oi* ibc (.jovcriiments of the said United 

trrtiy to tins ac t, Bast-liidics, ul’ any person having 

flic case lo bo 1 i 

laid bciorc the acted conirary to the provisions or this act, such oo- 

law oHici-rs, vernnicnts shall forthwith lay the case before the (^ini- 
fcludMH*VraiiL piuiy’s hiw officers at the settlement wdiere it arises, 
mined to ilio will) shall take the same into their consideration, and 
(^oiiit o! Diicc their opinion tlu reiipon, whether the same is a 

[iroper case for piosccution (together with their reasons 
for the same), which report shall he transinitteil home to the Court 
of’ Directors by the lirst convenient opportunity. 


LAWS. 

1797 . 

S 7 Geo. <?, 
e. 142 , 

§ ‘J8. 


§ 29 . 
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MILITARY FORCES— KING’S AND 
COMPANY’S. 


The military force in India is composed of King’s regi- 
ments serving in that country, and of the Company’s Euro- 
pean and native troops. Irregular corps have been raised 
and disbanded, from time to time, according to the exigencies 
of the public service. 

The legislative enactments, under wliich a King’s force is 
stationed in India, will be first noticed. 

Khtg's Yroops, 

Prior to 1781, the expense of sending King’s troops to 
India was borne by the public. In that j^ear the negotiations 
took place which led to the territorial possessions and 
revenues, with the exclusive trade, being vested in the 
Company till the year 1793. 

On the 25th June 1781, twenty-two propositions were 
approved by the General Court of Proprietors, and ordered 
to be submitted to Lord Nortli as the basis for an arrange- 
ment. The eighth proposition provided for the payment of 
two lacs of current ruj^ees per annum by the Company on 
account of every regiment, consisting of one thousand men, 
sent or to be sent by his Majesty to India, on the requisition of 
the Comjmny^ so long as tliey possessed the territories of lleiigal, 
llahar, and Orissa , which provision was iricorpiSrated in the 
seventeenth section of the act of 1781, 20th Geo. Ill, cap. 65. 

A correspondence between the Board of Commissioners and 
the Court of Directors took place in 1785, resjjecting die Eu- 
ropean forces, and with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Pitt, in 1786, as to the demands against the Company on 
account of the expenses of the King’s troops ; but it was not 
till 1787 that those measures were adopted which led to the 
declaratory act of the following year. In the latter part of 

1787, 
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1787, it was appreheiiiletl that Great Britain would have been 
involved in war, and that a blow would be struck at our JEiist- 
crii ])ossessions. An intimation was accordingly made in the 
moil til of Oct<ib</r, by Mr. Dundas, that the King had been 
graciously pleased to order four regiments to be immediately 
raised for service in India, and that his Majesty permitted the 
Company to present for nomination seventy-five officers. The 
regiments were — 

The 71ih, JSir A. Campbell, 

7oth, C'olonel Abercrombie, 

7()th, Colonel Miisgrave, 

77th, Colonel March, 

to consist, in the whole, of 2,810 Kiiropeans. 

The Court’s gratt'liil sense of his INIajesty’s gracious allen- 
titJii to the safel 3 ' of the Company’s possessions was conveyed 
through Mr. Dundas, and a Committee of General (Officers 
was a])poiiited by the Court of Directors to meet at the Iiidia- 
! louse, lor the piu po'sc of devising the most eligible mode of 
carrying into eilect the appointments which the Court were 
permitted to make, as by the Act of 27th Geo. II, cap. 9, 
under which the artic les of war were framed, officers bearing 
his Majesty’s commission ranked over those of the Companj', 
although the King’s bore a later date than tlic Comjiany’s com- 
mission. A petition Iroin the Compan 3 ’’s Bengal officers, jn'ay- 
ing that the Court would intercede with his Majesty to remove 
all partiality as to rank, w'as ])resented to the Directors. So 
great were the embarrassments appreluaided il' the measure was 
persevered in, that on llie 21st of November the €‘bairnian and 
deputy were requested to wail on the Board of Commissioners, 
and consult with tlieiii upon some mode of obviating the con- 
templated ^fficulties, either hy an a})plicalion to his Majesty to 
grant an equal I'aiik, or for withdrawing the regiments intended 
for India. The chairs accordingly had an interview with the 
Board, when thej'^ were informed by Mr. Dundas, that a reply 
to tlie representation would be transiuilted to the Court in 
writing. On the 4lh of December the repl^^ was comiiiiiiiicatcd 
to the C%)urt, in which some observations were made as to llic 
point of rank; but it was intimated that the idea t>f diminishing 
any part of the British forces contcin] dated to be sent to liulla, 

2 F 1. 
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yit^&S BQ adverse to what the Board conceived to be for the we^ 
fare and. security of that country^ that tliey could not allow 
such ah idea to enter into any further discussion between the 
Board and the Court. On the following day^ the Court of 
Directors resolved^ that they beheld, with the deepest con- 
cern, the determined manner in which the Commissioners had 
tliought proper to waive all further discussion upon tlie sul>- 
ject of withdrawing entirely the four regiments intended to 
be raised for India. They pointed out that as the apprehen- 
sion of impending war hud ceasi^d, it was wholly unnecessary 
to entail so heavy a charge upon the Company: under this 
consideration, therefore, and with reference to the principle 
economy so strongly enjoined by the Act of the 24tli Geo. Ill, 
cap. 25, sec. 40 and 41, and to tlic alteration in public affairs, 
they trusted tlie Board would concur in a representation to 
the King, to enable tlie Company to increase their European 
force in India, in a mode less destructive to the welfare of the 
Company^, and thereby^ remove* from the minds of 1,800 gal- 
lant olficers the disgust and indignation which they would 
feel, from a most cruel and unmeritetl sii])ercession. Tlie 
Board explicitly declined to concur in any such represen- 
tation, and staled, that the subject would be brought before 
his Majesty’s confidential advisers. On the 28th of Decem- 
ber, the chairman laid before the Court a note from Lord 
Sydney, acquainting the Court that his Majesty’s servants did 
not propose to advise his Majesty to alter the resohitiou of 
sending the four regiments to India. 

The Court of Directors accordingly resolved on the 16th 
January^ 1788, that Jacob Bosanquet, Hugh Inglis, and Stephen 
Lushington, Esqrs., with tlie Honourable W. E. Elphinstone, 
be appointed a committee to prepare an address to his Ma- 
jesty to withdraw the regiments. On the 23d, the petition 
so prepared w'as approved : it expressed the readiness of the 
Company to pay all expenses occasioned in consequence of 
his Majesty’s order for raising the four regiments ;; and 
being persuaded that, with the aid of his Majesty’s minis- 
ters, they should be able to raise any force that might he 
thought necessary for the defence of India, upon terms infi- 
uitely Iqss hurthensome to the Company, they felt impelled 

^ by 
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by every cotisideriition of public duty, by a necessary atteh-*' 
lion to the finances 6f the Company, by a sense of justice 
to individuals, by a willing obedience to the legislature, but 
above all by their alarming apprehensions of the effect the 
measuiis would produce in India, to pray that the said regi- 
ments might be withdrawn.” Mr. Motteux, the chairman, 
dissented from the resolution, approving sucli petition; but 
statcxl, be should still feel it to he his duty to support any 
petition signed by thirteen or more directors. Messrs. Smith, 
Hunter, Robert Thornton, Pattle, Townson, Lc Mesurier, 
Moflfatt, and Devaynes, likewise dissented. 

On the xi9th January, the chairman informed the Court that 
the petition had been delivered to JLord Sydney, who promised 
to lay the same before the King ; his Lordship, on the 1st 
of February, addressed a letter to the Court, staling, that his 
Majesty did not judge proper to change his resolution of 
sending four regiments to India. 

The Court having taken the legal opinions of Mr. Koiis, 
Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Serjeant Adair, and Mr. Mansfield, and 
it ap])earing by such ojunions tliot they might willulraw their 
consent to the regiments proceeding to India ; and, moreover, 
that they were not liable to defray the expenses of the four 
regiments, if sent to India without their requisition, but that 
the State must bear the same, they rescinded their resolution 
of the 17th October 1787, accepting the said four regiments 
intended for service in India. In consequence of dissents from 
such resolution having been delivered in by Messrs. Motteux, 
Devaynes, and Robert Thornton, a letter was addressed to the 
Court by Messrs. Bosanquet, Lusliington, Fitzliugli, Elpliin- 
stone. Cheap, Inglis, Travers, Bensly, Baring, Manship, Ro- 
berts, and Smith, vindicating their opinions and conduct, 
which they considered to have been called in question. They 
reviewed the whole matter from the commencement ; pointed 
out that the original acceptance of the regiments was only 
carried by ten votes to nine, and with the greatest possible 
celerity, not a day being allowed to discuss it : that when the 
altered state of affairs was considered, as well as the difficullies 
likely to arise out of the conflicting interests involved in the 
measures ; and when they adverted to the solemn and cordial 

agreemeni 
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agreement entered into between the Company and Goveriiinent 
in 1784, €X>ntainiiig an ample reservation of all the rights and 
privileges of the Company under the protection of ministers, 
who stood forth as their zealous and successful a<lvocates, they 
considered it to be their duty to oppose a measure pregnant 
withrSuch evils. They declared that they had, on every occa- 
sion, endeavoured to meet his Majesly^s ministers with alacrity 
and zeal ; that they had exerted every means in their power 
to promote harmony and a good understanding with the Hoard 
of Commissioners ; but they humbly conceived that the}' were 
entrusted by their constituents with their rights, privileges, 
and property, which it was their duty to watch over, and to re- 
sist every attempt at invasion, from whatsoever quarter it might 
arise. In conclusion, they described the measure as “ coii- 
trary to a solemn act of Parliament, as highly injurious to 
their constituents, absolutely unnecessary in itself, iuid in- 
“ volving the most fatal consequences.’’ 

On the 11th February, a letter was received by the Ct)urt 
from Lord Sydney, intimating that the regiments were ready 
for embarkation. The Court resolved, that the chairs should 
wait on I-ord Sydney, and communicate their resolution 
rescuuling that of the 17th October 1787, accepting the 
“ regiiiicnts so far as bound the Fast-Jndia Company to the 
“ payment of the expense;” but adding, that as the Court were 
desirous of obeying his Majesty’s comiriands, and co-operating 
with his Ministers, as far as they could consistently with their 
duty, they were ready to receive the troops on board the 
Company’s ships, provided it was crlearly understood that the 
said four regiments did not go at the requisition of the (voiirt 
of Directors ; that the Ktist-lndia Company were not bound 
to pay any }>art of the expense thereof; and that such forces 
were not to be considered as part of the permanent establisli- 
meiit in the East-Indies. The resolution having been made 
a reference by Lord Sydney to the Hoard of Commission- 
ers, his Lordship, on the 12th February, traiismilled the reso- 
lutions of the Hoard thereon, wliicli h;ul been submitted to 
and received his Majesty’s royal u])probalion. They denied 
the power of the C<»url to withdraw tlieir reciuisiliun or to libe- 
rate the Company from duli-ayiiig ilie expense. They did not 
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conceive lliat the King’s troops going to India, under requi- 
sition or otlierwise, were to be considered as forming any part 
of the Company’s establishment in the East-Indies. They 
were unable to decide as to the number of King’s troops 
which it might be expedient to maintain in India. They inti- 
mated that they should feel it to be tlieir duly to exercise the 
superintending powers vested in them over the Indian reve- 
nues, in such a manner as eflectually to provide that those 
revenues should be applied to defray the expense of the force 
necessary for the defence of the possessions there ; and that if 
his Majesty’s Government were compelled to have recourse to 
any other mode of sending those troops, they would feel it 
right, upon every principle of justice, to order payment of 
such expense of conveyance from the revenues of Indiiu 

The Court having negatived a motion which was made for 
embarking the troops, and resolved that the ships for lloiiibay 
and China should be despatched on the following Fridaj^, 
they summoned a General Court of Proprietors for the IDth, 
to consider the subject. Their proceedings being made known 
to Lord S 5 ^dney, his Lordship laid the same before the Board, 
who expressed their satisfaction at such a step, being fully as- 
sured that the proprietors would concur in sending those re- 
giments out, and repeated their determiriation to charge the 
expenses of conveying the regiments to India on the revenues of 
that country. The Court accordingly resolved to lake counsel’s 
opinion as to the right (jf the Board of Commissioners to assume 
such powers. '^Phe proprietors met on the 19th, and adjourned 
to the 2()th, on which ilay a motion was made in the General 
Court to su])port the Court of Directors in their opposing the 
transmission of the four regiments to India; upon which ques- 
tion, after an amendment had been proposed and lost, a ballot 
was demanded. It took place on the 28th : the numbers being 
371 for the motion, anil 371 against it, the treasurer was called in 
and drew*^ the lot, which decided the question in the affirmative. 

In the interim (on the 23d February) the Court received in- 
timation from the Board that a motion would be made in Par- 
liament for leave to bring in a bill for removing all doubt as to 
the power of the Board, to order payment of any expenses 
which might be incurred in sending out. and maiiitainiiig such 

ti‘oops 
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as should be judged necessary for the security of the 
British territories and possessions in India. 

On the 25th, Mr. Pitt accordingly moved the House of Com- 
mons for leave to bring in such bill : he stated, that he was 
at a loss to imagine on what principle doubts were entertained 
by several high legal characters as to the powers of the Uoartl : 
and contended, that there was not one step which the Court of 
Directors could take prior to the act of 1784, cstahlisliing the 
Board, which that Board might not now take touching the 
political and military concerns and revenues of India. In this 
Mr. Diindas concurred, adding, that if it should appear ne- 
cessary for the security of our Indian possessions, the Board 
had power to apply the whole of the revenue of India 1o that 
purj>osc, without leaving a single rupee for the Company’s 
investment. 

The motion was strongly opposeil : it was conteiulcd that 
the opinions of counsel taken, perhaps, on an im])erfect slate 
of the case, was not n lit ground for the introduclion of a 
declaratory bill ; by such j)roccedings, l^irlianu nt would <juit 
its legislative and assume a judicial capacity, and in the case 
then before it, decide in some respects as an iiUcroslctl party, 
to be a gainer b}' its own decision. The minislcr was staled to 
be guilty of manifest injustice aiul a violiait oppression of the 
subject, in removing a <|uestion from the courts of Ia\v, wluue 
lie knew he could liave no undue influence, into the twe^ Houses 
of Parliament. After a long debat i‘, the bill was brought in, 
and on the 3d of March tlie East-India Company were heard 
by counsel. Mr. Fox, Colonel Bane, Mr. Fiillarton, Mr. 
Powis, iind Mr. Pulteney opposed the proposed bill, '^llie latter 
gentleman, as well as the oilier members who usually voted 
with the minister, declared that the construction attempted to 
be put upon the act of 1784 by the declaratory bill now under 
discussion, made it ecpially obnoxious with the celebrated hill 
rejected by Parliament in 1783 only with this diflerence, that 
what the one had for its professed object, openly and without 
disguise, the other was attempting lo effect by fraud and dis» 
simulation. It was pointedly remarked, that whilst the Board, 
in 1785, had contended in opposition to the Court of Directors, 
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tor a reduction of their European force, they now came forward 
to propose an additional King’s force ; that the measure wore 
the appearance of a regularly digested plan to grasp pro- 
gressively at all the patronage of India. To these remarks Mr. 
Pitt replied, that if any danger was apprehended from the bill 
before tlie House, relative either to the augmentation of the 
army or the patronage of India in general, he was ready to 
receive any clauses that might be offered, from whatever part 
of the House they might come, from whatever individual, or 
accomj)anied by what language they might, for guarding in the 
most effectual manner against it. 

The iinfiu'on ruble reception the bill met with in the House, 
and even fx'om many of the minister’s own friends, was ap- 
parent through tlie whole ])rogres:»:. Some of his friends sug- 
gested, tliat he had been led into the measure by persons of 
whose principles they did not much approve, and with whom 
they were sorry to see him so intimately connected. One 
member observed, that he was sure his conscience had been 
surprised: on which Mr. Sherulan remarked, that without 
doubt his original crimes had been, that he had connected 
himself with those from whom no good counsel could come; 
and that lainenling, as they must all do, the consecpiences 
of his want o[‘ vigilance and the misfortune of his connec- 
“ lions, it was earnestly to he wished either that his conscience 
‘‘ w'oulil keep a better look-out, or that he woidd keep better 
company.” On the 5th March, the motion for coininittiiig 
the bill WHS brought forward, when there were 182 ayes to 
125 noes ; and, on tlic report being brought up on the 7th, 
Mr. Pitt, declared, that for the purpose of having farther 
checks, he should move for its rc-coininitineiit ; and that the 
committee should be instructed to receive clauses for the said 
purposes. The question for bringing it up was carried by only 
a majority of sixty-seven. 

The clauses were moved by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ou the re-commitment of the bill. The first limited the number 
of King’s forces, for the payment of which the lioard of Com- 
missioners were empowered to issue their orders, to 8,045, 
including coininissionod and iion-coniinissioned officers, and 
12,000 of European forces in the Company’s service; the 
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second was to prevent their increasing the cstahlislied salary of 
any office in the service of the Company, unless ])roposed by 
the Directors and laid before Parliament ; the third was to pre- 
vent the Commissionei-s from ordering the payment of any 
extraordinary allowance to any person on account of services 
in India, except proposed by the Directors ; tlie fourth required 
the Directors to lay sundry accounts before Parliament an- 
nually. The bill was read a third lime on the 14th Marcli, 
when it underwent another long discussion ; on which occasion 
Sir Grey Cooper contended against the iiu parliamentary course 
which had been adopted, of adding clauses to a declaratory bill. 
What was it but to say that the power declared to be in the 
Commissioners was first invested in tliejn bij latVy provided cer- 
tain things be done, and certain conditions oi).;crved by them, 
which irere not law before. The bill was finally passed by a 
majority of 54, and ordorctl to the Lords, where, on its second 
reading, Lord Porchestcr proposed lliat the opinion of the 
judges should be taken upon the construction of the act; wdiich 
was opposed by Lord Hawkesbury and the Lord Chancellor, as 
tentling to create iinnecessarydelay, and negatived by seventy-six 
to thirty, asw’asalso a motion proposed by the Duke of Norfolk 
forpostponingthe second reading. On tlie main question, the Mar- 
quess of Lansdowne expressed the utmost astonishment that any 
one who recollected what passed in the year 1783 and ITSi, could 
contend for a moment that the principles of tlie })resent bill 
were contained in that of 1784. llis Lordship jminted out the 
danger to be apprehended from the influence such a measure 
would throw into the hands of the crown ; and, as a proof 
that ministers had insidiously concealed their design, if they 
had ever really conceived an idea of construing the act of 1784 
in its present extent, his Lordsliip quoted a pamphlet, pub- 
lished by Mr. Pulteney, w'hich at that time was avowedly 
dispersed by administration throughout the country, as con- 
taining the sentiments wliicli they wished to be considered as 
the principles of their conduct ; on the present occasion Mr. 
Pulteney could not support tlie minister. On the tliird read- 
ing, on the lOtli March, the hill was supported by Lords 
Camden, Coventry, Hopeton, and (he Lord Chancellor; iuid 
opposed by Lords Loughborough, Grantley, Stormont, Carlisle, 
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and Hawke. It passed by a majority of seventy-one to twenty- 
eiglit. A stron «5 protest was entered, and signed hy sixteen 
of tJjc dissentient peers. 

^I'lius was established the first legislative provision, fixing 
the iiuiiibcr of King’s troops which might be sent to India, 
aiul maintained out of the revenue of that countiy, under the 
orders of the lioard of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 

Ill I'TOl, the Hoirse of Commons resolved, that the conduct 
of the Governor-General in jirosecutiiig with vigour the war 
against Tippoo was highly mcriforious, and in support of the 
war it was ileemed advisable to send out a liirtlier number 
of King’s O’ As the act of I TH8 iiail limited that force 

to 8,015, an act was j^as-^cii authorizing an additional King’s 
force of men to be niainlairied out of the Indian revenues, 

making a total of 10,7J^7. 

On the renewal of the Company’s exclusive privileges, 
in 1793, no alteration was made in the number of King's 
troops to l)e sent to India ; but by the 107lh section of the 
iict of the 33d Geo. Ill, c. 52, it was provided that the expenses 
of all the troops, garrisons, &c., should he defrayed out of 
the revenues; and by the 127th section, the accoiinis between 
the public and the Company as to the maintenance of King's 
troops W'ere closed to the 2'lth December 1792; from which 
date all sums jiaid by the paymaster-general on account of 
King’s troops in India, or for recruits, were to he rejiaid by 
the Company, and the actual charge on account of King’s 
troops was to be borne hcucefortli by the Company. Jiy the 
same act, section 149, the powers given by the acts of 1788 
and 1791 to the IJoard of Commissioners, as to the number 
and payment of the King’s forces in India, were continued, 
as if repeated in the said act of the thirty-tliird of the King. 

In 1808, the discussions commenced with the Hoard of Com- 
missioners for a renewal of the Compan 3 ’’s exclusive privi- 
leges. The necessity of maintaining a considerable European 
force, and the lieavy expense arising out of the number of 
King’s troops in India, formed prominent points in the cor- 
respondence which took place. It was proposed by the Court 
of Directors that the King’s forces in India should not exceed 
16,000 men in all, and that such niiinhcr should be reduced if 
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possil)le. On the part of Ministers, it was contcmleil that the 
amount of the force which had been maintained did not go be- 
yond what was requisite for the defence and security of India ; 
and Lord Castlereagh accordingly proposed, in his resolution 
to the House of Commons, that the number should be 20,000, 
which was the maximum fixed on the 2d July. The bill was 
read a third time on the 13th July 1813. 

In 1822, a settlement of accounts between the public and 
the Company to^k place, including, amongst other items, that 
of a claim on the part of Clovernmeiit for the iiiuintenaiice of 
the King’s forces beyond the number fixed in 1781. 

In 1823, the East-India Company agreed to pay the further 
annual sum of £60,000 for retiring pay, pensions, or other 
allowances to his Majesty’s forces serving in India, in quarterly 
pajnnents, to commence from tlie 30th April 1822. An act 
was accordingly passed to enable the same to be carried into 
ellect. The King’s troops are governed by the King’s Mutiny 
Act and articles of war. 

Company's IVoops. 

It has already been observed, that the Company’s forces 
consist of Europeans ami Natives. 

In the early ])eriod of the wars with the Eitaich on the 
coast of Coromandel, llic forces of the (Vnnpaiiy were very 
limited, and consisted principally of Europeans, the h'rench 
liaving first trained the sepoys for military service. In 1748, 
when the siege of Pomlichcrry was medilateil. Major I^aw- 
rcnce took into his pay 2,000 peons. It has always been consi- 
dered sound policy to maintain an European force in India, 
and the East-India Company have invariably evinced an 
anxious desire to act in conformity with such opinion. 

In 1772, the Company’s European force consisted of 11,468 
men, including commissioned and non-commissioned officers. 

In 1785, when orders were sent out to place the army on 
a peace establishment, the Board of Commissioners, in de- 
cided opposition to the Court, insisted upon a reduction in 
the Company’s European force then in India, far below what 
either the Court of Directors or Mr. Hastings, to whom refe- 
rence l|ad been made on the subject, deemed essential for the 
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public service; as below also the number prescribed by the 
act of 1781, viz. 12,200. 

In the correspondence which took place between th^ Board 
of Commissioners and tjie Court of Directors, from 1808 to 
1813, the importance of extending the Company’s European 
force was strongly pointed out, and on the revision of the 
military establish men t in 1814, the subject was again pressed 
on the attention of the Board. Tlie support of the public 
interests as connected with the existing system^,, niay be a suffi- 
cient reason foi* maintaining a King’s force in India; but there 
are various and weighty reasons in favour of maintaining a 
permanent European force recruited and organized on the 
principle of the Company’s European regiments. 

A King’s regiment is at ail limes liable to removal from 
one presidency to another, and from Asia to Europe or 
America; the opportunities or inducements which both the 
officers and men att.*ched to such regiments have of acquiring 
the language, or studying the habits, customs, and prejudices 
of the native, are few, whilst the Company’s officers and 
soldiers, 011 the contrary, aware that all their hope of fortune 
and prelernient centre in India, necessarily apply themselves 
to the attainment of that knowledge upon which their comfort 
and future j)rospecls depend. The Conij)any’s European 
regiments are in a great measure the nursery for European 
non-commissioiicd officers ; and it is contended, that the spirit 
and discipline of the native regiments have been most mate- 
rially promoted by their union with the Company’s European 
troops. 

The Company’s European force at the three presidencies 
in 1822, did not exceed, including artillery, 8 , 00 Q men. The 
Company are empowered to enlist in this country recruits for 
their service in Iiulia, under the provisions of the 39th Geo. Ill, 
cap. 109, and 50th, cap. 87, wdiich w ill be noticed under this head. 

The rise and progress of the Comi»any’s Native Army to 
its present state in point of strength and efficiency, presents 
an extraordinary feature in the history of the East-India 
Company. 

Although the native troops can scarcely be considered 
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to Ikivc existed as a regular army until 1765, they dis- 
tinguished themselves in the early hostilities in Bengal under 
Colonel Clive, more particularly at the memorable battle 
of Plassey in 1763 ; also under Major Adams, at the battle 
of (yheria; and under Major (afterwards Sir Hector) Munro, 
at that of Buxar, in the same year. Colonel Clive, who 
returned to England in 1760, and had been raised to the 
peerage, proceeded again to India in 1765, wlien his Lord- 
ship remodelled the Company's army, forming the whole into 
three brigades, in which were seven battalions of sepoys. It 
is unnecessary to enter minutely into the various alterations 
made from time to time in the regulations by which the 
Indian army has been governed, as well as its internal eco- 
nomy directed. Those of 1796 arc the most important, and 
they will be noticed. A few of the most prominent occa- 
sions, in which the native army has been engaged, will be 
first adverted to. 

In 1767, three battalions of sepoys were detached on service 
ill the northern Circars, with the view of supporting the 
Madras Government against tlie attacks of Hyder Ally and the 
French. In 1769, they were embarked to return by sea to 
Calcutta, on which occasion two grenadier companies perished 
by shipwreck. This occurrence is adverted to, as it made a 
fatal impression on the minds of the native U’oops with regard 
to sea voyages, wdiich, joined to their previous religious and 
habitual prejudices, recpiired the lapse of iiuiny years and 
much conciliatory management to overcome. On reference 
to this ]K>int, it shews how important it is to treat with the 
utmost forbearance and kindness prejudices, not arising from 
any indisposition towards the ruling authorities, but solely from 
the strongest of all sources — that of religious feeling. 

Sir John Clavering, when he succeeded as Commander-in- 
Chief, in 1774, bore tlie strongest testimony to the state and 
disi:ipline of tlie sepoy corps, which lie declared had excited 
his wonder and admiration. 

In 1778, w'hcn Mr. Hastings determined on his own respon- 
sibility to detach a portion of the Bengal army in support of 
the Bombay Government, which was tlien embarrassed from 
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the pressure of the Mahratta war, a body of 6,600 native 
troops, under Colonel Goddard, marched from the banks of 
the Ganges to the western coast of India, and arrived at Surat 
ill February 1779 ; after a sliort interval of repose, this force 
took the field, and nobly distingiiislicd itself tlirougli a series 
of most arduous service to the close of 1783; the remains 
of that I)ody, reduced by casualties of service to less than 
one-half of its original complement, returned to Bengal in 
1784, where honorary standards were granted to each of the 
battalions, gold medals to the subahdars, silver to the jema- 
dars, and to every priviite sepoy who served with the detach- 
ment from the commencement of the expedition. 

In 1780, the fortress of Gwalior, till then deemed impreg- 
nable, was captured by escalade by a detachment of 2,000 
sepoys, under Major I^opham. 

In 1781, in Malwah, against Scindiah and the Mahrattas, 
anil at the insurrection at Benares, on the revolt of Cheyt 
Sing, on which occasion, although the pay of the native 
troops was five months in arrear, the means of obtaining 
supplies most difficult, and their distresses consequently great, 
they never manifested the least symptom of discontent; their 
fidelity, attachment, and devotion was inherent, spontaneous, 
and undisguised. 

Ill September 1786, Earl Cornwallis arrived in India as 
Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief. In 1787, his 
Eordship made a tour of inspection, and having visited all the 
military stations, expressed the greatest satisfaction at the 
appearance and good order of the troops. 

The repugnance of the Bengal native soldiery to sea 
voyages has alreadj^ been noticed. It was to the firm, but 
temperate and encouraging line of conduct pursued by Lord 
Cornwallis in 1789, when it was deemed expedient to send 
snecour to Bencoolon, that the aversion was overcome ; four 
companies of volunteers w'erc raised from three battalions 
of the fourth brigade, then at the presidency ; every atten- 
tion was given to the conifi>rl and w^ants of the troops, and 
these marks of consideration were amply repaiil I)y tlie zeal 
and alacrity displayed b}'^ the detachment throughout the 
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service on wliicli they were about to embark. To the dis- 
cerning and conciliatory temper evinced by his Lordship, is 
lo be attributed the readiness with which they obeyed the 
call, when liis Lordship proceeded by sea to Madras, at the 
close of 1700, for the purpose of superintending in person 
the war in Mysore: and again in 1791, when a call was made 
for 900 volunteers to fill up the eight battalions serving in 
Mysore, on which occasion, such was the spirit of emulation, 
iJiat more than the number required turned out, and reached 
^latlras in the course of eiglit days. Lord Cornwallis quilted 
India in 1793. 

A marine battalion >vas raised in 1795, for service in the 
islands of Sumatra, Penang, ?cc. 

On the compiest of Mysore in 1799, the native troops greatly 
distinguished themselves. '^Phe relation of two interesting oc- 
currences, as honourable to the feelings which dictaleil the 
proceediiigs as to the exalted merits of the distinguished noble- 
nien who were the objects of them, ought not to be omitted. 

The pie^ent venerable and gallant Lord Harris, who, as 
General Harris, commanded at Seringapatam, was requested 
by the army to solicit in their name that the Marquis Corn- 
wallis would accept the sw'ord and war-turban of the deceased 
'^ri]>poo Sultaun, and also the s^vord of the Mahratta chief, 
Mariar Tiow. General Harris reached C^ork in June 1800, 
from whence he addressed a letter to T-.ord Cornwallis, then 
Vicero}" in Ireland, presenting, in the name of the army, the 
swords and turban as a mark of their genuine respect for his 
I^orddiip; who, in acknowledging it, expressed the gratifi- 
cation which he derived at such a mark of esteem and regard, 
from the brave officers and soldiers who had rendered such 
imjiorlant service to their country. 

The iMjirquis Wellesley, then Governor-General, wiis also 
vcsltid with tlie title of Captaiii-Cicneral of all the Forces 
in Tiidla. The army resolved, on tlie jdains of Seriiiga- 
patam, to request his Lordsliijfs acce])tance of a star and 
badge of the order of St. Patrick, made from the jewels 
of the Sultaun, as a mark of their high respect. His Lord- 
sliip, in acknowledging th.c communication wdiich was also 
• 4 made 
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made through General Harris, replied, that any mark of 
respect of that gallant army which achieved the conquest 
of Mysore, must ever be esteemed him as a distinguished 
honour. The resolution having been adopted in the hour 
of victory, and on the field of conquest, afforded a most 
satisfactory testimony of the intention to associate his name 
with the memory of their unexampled triinnpli ; that although 
he was sincerely desirous of accepting the gift of the army, 
and of wearing it as an einbhan of tlieir glory, and of their 
good-will towards him, lie declined it on the ground that 
he might thereby violate the letter of the existing statutes. 
The star and badge were accordingly tendered to n.he Court 
of Directors, who addro'- d a li tter to the llengal Government 
in the following terms, under date Uu; 10th June ISOl : — 

We are thoroughly sensildt? of the propriety and delicacy 
of the motives which induced our Governor-General to de- 
“ cline the acceptance of this tokcji of r(‘spect to his Lord- 
“ ship, from the gallant conquerors of Mysore. In order, 
‘‘ however, further to testily the very high sense which we 
entertain of the distinguished services to this Company of 
the Most Noble the Marejuis Wellesley, by the superior 
wisdom and energy of whose eonncils the late w.ir in 
Mysore was brought to so speedy and gU)rious a termi- 
nation, we. hereby present the star anil badge, of the order 
of St. Patrick, formed from the jewels taken at Seringapatam, 
“ to his Lordship’s acceptance; llie same having been len- 
dered to and received by the Court of Directors for that 
purpose.” 

In the expedition to Egypt in 1800; in tlie war in 1803, 
at the memorable battle of laiswarree in November of that 
year, whieli led to the dispersion of Si-iiuliah’s I’orccs in 
llindoostan ; in the war with Ilolkar in the following j'ear ; 
and at the battle of Deeg, and also at the imsuecessfiil siege 
of Burtpoor in the beginning of 180;5 (in one of the attempts 
to carry which by storm, the colours of the 2d battalion of the 
12th were thrice planted on the top of the bastion), the native 
troops were highly distinguished for their bravery and fidclitj". 
The condiiet of tlic whole of the Comjiany’s native army 
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cannot be better described than by quoting the following extract 
from general orders by I^ord Lake, on the occasion of his 
quitting the station of commander-in-chief in India, in February 
1807 

But he finds it difficult to do justice to the merits of 
our native soldiers, who liave encountered every danger with 
‘‘ the most exemplary valour — ^wlio have submitted to every 
hardship and privation with the utmost fortitude and per- 
severance, and who, to promote the cause in which they 
were engaged, have on many occasions made a ready and 
cheerful sacrifice of every habit and prejudice which they 
had been taught to regard as dear and inviolable.” 

On the occasion of the expedition to the Isle of France in 
1810, and to Java in 1811, the zeal, alacrity, and courage of the 
Company’s native troops w’erc most conspicuous, and received 
the warmest thanks of the Governor-General and Commaii- 
der-in-Chief. The same spirit actuated them throughout the 
military operations with the Nepaules(!, and in the extended 
military operations conducted by the Marquis of Hastings, 
which took place between the years 1815 and 1820, against 
the Pindanies and the Peishwah, and in Hindoostan and the 
Deccan. 

It would be in vain to attempt to do justice, in so brief a 
sketch as this must necessarily be, to the merits of the Indian 
army. The thanks which they have repeatedly received froiii 
the British Parliament and from the East-India Company, 
will best evince the sense which is entertained of those services 
by the country and the Company. It is impossible, however, 
not to seize this occasion of recording an extract from the elo- 
quent speech of his Majesty’s present Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs,* on the occasion of that Right Honourable 
Gentlemen proposing, when president of the Board of Com- 
missioners for the Affairs of India, on the 4'th March 1819, in 
the House of Commons, votes of thanks to the Marquis of 
Hastings and the British Army in India : 

In every instance the valour of the British troops has 
been eminently conspicuous ; and when I say — of the British 

troops, 
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‘‘ troops, let me guard the House against any such erroneous 
“ impression, as that tlie contest was one between tried and 
valiant British soldiers on the one side, and feeble and 
unwarlike natives on the otlier. Let it not be considered 
“ as an unequal conflict of Kuropcan valour with untaught 
“ Indian counige : for, out of about 90,000 troops whom 
Lord Hastings brought into the field, 10,000 only or thcre- 
abouts were Britisli : the remainder w’cre tlic native forces 
of the Kast-India Ct)mpany ; trained, it is true, by Kuro- 
“ pean officers, and proving by their obedience, tlieir courage, 
“ their perseverance, their endurance, that in discipline and 
‘‘ in achievements they wore capable of rivalling their British 
‘‘ instructors. 

“ in doing justice to the bravery of the native troops, I 
must not overlook another virtue — their fidelity. Many of 
“ the Bombay army had been recruited in the territories of 
‘‘ the Peishwah; their ])roperty, their fi iends, their relatives, 
‘‘ all that w^'as valuable and dear to them, were still in that 
** prince’s power. Previously to the commencement of lios- 
‘‘ tilities, the Peishw^ah had spared no pains to seduce and 
corrupt these troops ; he abstained from no threats to Ibrce 
them from their allegiance: but his utmost arts w'ere vain. 
Tile native officers and soldiers came to tlieir British corii- 
‘‘ inaiiders with the proofs of these temptations in their hands, 
and renewed the pledges of their attachment. One man, 
‘‘ a non-commissioned off ^cr, brought to his captain the sum 
of 5,000 rupees, which had been jircsciitud to him by the 
Peishwah in person, as an earnest of rowaril for desertion.* 
The vengeance tlciumiiced by the IVJshwah was not an 
unmeaning menace: it did, in many instances, fall heavily 
on the relatives of those who resisted his tlireats and his 
“ entreaties; but tlic elfecL was rather to exasperate than to 
“ repress their ardour in the service to wdiich they had sworn 
to adhere.” 

Ill 1781, the army w^as rc-inodolled. 

In 1790, a com]>leLe revision was made of th<; whole of the 
Indian army. The Company’s officers, who had been hitherto 
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restricted in their rise- to the rank of colonel, were now to 
have the rank of major-general ; and, in order to prevent the 
existence of jealousies between the King^s and Company’s 
troops, it was recommended to his Majesty to give every 
officer of the Conipanj^ a King’s commission, of the same date 
with that he received from the Company ; ten major-generals 
were to be promoted in Bengal from the senior officers in the 
army, six at Madras, and four at Bombay, from whence the 
seiections £3r the staff were to be made- The number of major- 
generals on the staff were to be six in Bengal, two from tlie 
King’s, and four from the Company’s officers ; at Madras, two 
from the King’s, and two frofn the Company’s ; and at Bom- 
bay, one from the King’s, and two from the Company’s : tliese 
have been altered, as respects the Company’s officers, the 
number in Bengal being five, at Madras three, and at Bombay 
two. Measures were, at the same time, taken for making pro- 
motion to the higher ranks more extensive-, by appointing two 
lieutenant-colonels and two majors to each regiment of in- 
fantry- The pay and allowances of the army were revised, 
and the off-reckonings thrown into one aggregate fund : but 
the most important regulations, as aficcting tlie bealtli and 
comfort of the Company’s officers, was the establishment of 
the Furlough and Retiring Regulations. — Appendix.) 

The Medical Board was also established, to consist of two 
members, to be denominated the first and second member, to 
superintend, under the Comniamler-in-Chief, or officer com- 
manding the troops at each presidency, the management of 
tlie medical department, and the conduct of all persons 
employed in it. Fixed rates for passage-money to and from 
India were also established. 

The foregoing outline will shew the foundation of the exist- 
ing regulations for the Company’s army. 

In 1814 and 1815, the military establishments were revised. 

In November 1823, the Court, with a view to accelerate the 
promotion of their European officers to the command and 
4 )ff-reckonings of corps, reorganized the army on the prin- 
l^iple of reducing bj' one-half the number of steps from the 
liottom to the top of each regiment. The number, which 
ill tjie Native Infantry had previously been forty-five, was 

reduced 
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reduced to twency*three. This arrangement involved a dupli* 
cation of the number of regiments in the service, and conse- 
quently of the number of colonels, occasioning an immediate 
promotion of the senior officers, to a very considerable extent. 
Every arm of the service wliich had ' previously consisted of 
a different establishment was, by this arrangement, consti- 
tuted on the same fooling; so that officers of cavalry, in- 
fantry, artillery, and engineers, were placed on an exact 
equality, each being allowed at the rate of twenty-three officers 
per regiment. The Court on the same occasion adopted 
several financial arrangements, which were generally beneficial 
to the army. 

By the act of 1813, military officers of the rank of a general 
officer, colonel, or lieutenant-colonel commandant, may return 
to India after an alisencc of five years, although such absence 
shall not have been occasioned by sickness. All other mili- 
tary officers who shall have been absent beyond five years, 
unless such absence shall have been occasioned by sickness, 
infirmity, or inevitable accident, are rendered incapable of 
returning to the service. 

In July 1823, an act was passed (4-th Geo. 4*, cap. 81), con- 
solidating and amending the laws for punishing mutiny and 
desertion of officers and soldiers in the Company's service ; 
prior to which, those proceedings w’^ere governed by an act 
])assed in the twenty-seventh year of the reign of Geo. II, 
cap. 9. The provisions of the act of 1823 arc given at length 
in the laws which follow. 


LAWS. 

Kings Troops, 

Expenses of (1) And be it further enacted, that from the said 
he*" Miriie^by twenty-fourth day of December, one thousand seven 
Company. hundred and ninety-two, all sums issued by the said 
paymaster-general of his Majesty’s forces, for and on account of his 
Majesty’s forces serving in India, or for raising and supplying recruits 
for the same, shall be repaid by the said Company ; and that the ac- 
tual expenses only which since the said twenty-fourth day of De- 
cember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, have been, or 
which hereafter shall he incurred for the support and maintenance of 
the said troops, shall be borne and defrayed by the said Company ; 

any 
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1793. 
33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, 
k 128. 
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LAWS. 


1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c. l.V), 

§ 87 . 


1823. 

4 Geo. 4, 
c.71,§l. 


any c1a;U8e or provision contained in the said recited act of the twenty- 
first year of his Majesty, or any other act or acts, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

(2) And whereas it is expedient, in the present cir- King’s troops 
cumstances, that the number of his Majesty's forces, 

for which payment should be made out of the re- 
venues arising from the Ikitish territories and possessions in the East- 
Indies, should be ascertained and fixed, be it therelbrc enacted, that 
it shall not be lawful for the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to 
give or approve orders or directions, that there shall be paid, defrayed, 
and allowed, out of the revenues arising from the said territories and 
possessions, in respect of his Majesty’s forces sent or to be sent to the 
East-Indies or parts aforesaid, for the security of the said territories 
and possessions, any sum or sums of money, in respect oi‘ any greater 
number of his Majesty’s forces, tlian shall amount, in the whole, to 
twenty thousand men, including the commissioned and non-com- 
missioned officers ; unless aii}'^ greater number of his Majesty’s forces 
shall be sent to the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, on the reijuisition 
of the said Court of Directors ; in which last case it shall and may be 
lawful for the said Commissioners to give and approve such orders and 
directions, for paying, allowing, and defraying such sums as aforesaid, 
in respect to such additional forces of his Majesty so to be sent on the 
requisition of the said Company. 

(3) Whereas no provision has been made for the Coinpany agive 
charge incurred for retiring pay and pensions, and other 

expenses of that nature, arising in respect of his Ma- sions t(» King’s 
jesty’s forces serving in India; and the said United t^yops. — In ad- 
Company in consideration thereof have agreed to pay, nllxrpayabks*'thc 
for those purposes, the annual sum of sixty thousand Kast- Indin 
pounds, to commence from the thirtieth day of April to 

one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, out ot the sum of £f;o,(K)() 
territorial revenues in the East-Indies, as hereinaf ter ***** retiring pay, 
mentioned ; be it tlierefore enacted by the King’s most 
excellent Majesty, by and with tlic advice and consent of his Majesty’s 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the an- paid quarterly, 
thority of the same, that over and above all sum and sums of money 
now payable by the said United Company in respect of his Majesty’s 
forces serving in the East-Indics, the annual sum of sixty thousand 
pounds, to commence from the said thirtieth day of April one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-two, shall be paid out of the rents, 
revenues, and profits arising from the said territorial accpiisitions, in 
full discharge and satisfaction of all claims upon the said Company 
fqf retiring pay, pensions, and other expenses of that nature, granted 
or payable by his Majesty or by authority of Parliament or otherwise, 
in respect of any of the forces of his Majesty which have served, arc 
now serving, or which hereafter may serve in the East-Indies; such 

annual 
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annual sum of sixty thousand pounds to be payable by the said United 
Company out of any money in tbeir treasury applicable to the ter- 
ritorial charges in the East-Indies, by even quarterly payments, on the 
thirtieth day of July, the thirtieth day of October, the thirtieth day 
of January, and the thirtieth day of April in every year, into the 
receipt of his Majesty’s Exchequer, there to remain at the disposal of 
Parliament ; and such payments shall be charged upon and borne by 
the rents, revenues, and profits arising from the territorial acrcpiisitions, 
ill the same order as the charges and expenses of raising and main- 
taining the said forces are now charged and borne. 


Payment limit 
ed to 


Compani/s European Troops. 

(1) Provided always, and be it enacted, that it shall 
not be lawful for the said Commissioners to give or 
aj)provc any such direction, with respect to the payment of any 
greater number of the i']uropean forces of the East-India Com- 
pany, than shall amount in the whole to twelve thousand two 
hundred men, including the commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers. 


Restornlion of Officers dismissed by Couris- Martial* 

East-India (5) And whereas it was, in and by the said act of the 

year of his present Majesty’s reign, also 
service military enacted, that after sentence or judgment of any court, 
tlicrcfrom ^ having competent jurisdiction, whether in Great Bri- 
sentenccs «)f ^ Of India, against any governor-general, go- 

courts-martial, venior, president, counsellor, or commander-in-chief, 

or against any of the said United Company’s servants, civil or mi- 
litary, for any debts or penalty due or belonging to the said United 
Company, or for any extortion or other misdemeanor, it should not 
be lawful for the said United Company, in any case whatever, to 
release or compound such sentence or judgment, or to restore .any 
servant or servants of the said Company who should have been re- 
moved or dismissed from his or their office or employment, for or on 
account of misbehaviour, by the sentence of any of the said courts : 
and whereas doubts have arisen wdiether military officers may be 
restored to the service of the said United Company, Avho may have 
been removed therefrom by sentences of courts-martial : be it there- 
fore enacted and declared, that it was and is lawful for the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company, to restore to the service of 
the said Company any military officer who shall have been or shall 
be dismissed or suspended therefrom by the sentence of a court- 
martial. 

With consent of (6) Provided always, and be it enacted, that from 
Coimffissioners. passing of this act, no such restoration 

shall be in anywise valid or effectual, without the ap- 
])robatioii and consent of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India, for that purpose had and obtained. 


LAWS. 

ik2:l 

4 Geo. 4, 
c. 71, $ I. 


ir88. 

28 Geo. 3, 
0 . 8 , 

§ a. 


1811. 
r>l Geo. 3, 
c. 76, 
§4. 


5 5 . 


Military 
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LAWS. 

IHl.L 
53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155, 

§ 83 . 


1823. 

4 Guo. 4, 
c. 81, 

§ 65. 


§ 66 . 


§70. 


§33. 


Military Servants suspended. 

(7) Restoration of servants suspended or removed, not valid without 
the consent of the Board of Commissioners. — ( P7de Servants, Civil 
and Military.) 


Mutiny Act — Consolidntin^ and Anrending the Laxns for jmnisliing 
Mutiny and Desertion of Officers and Soldiers in the Service of the 
Easl^India Company^ 

Action s*. 


(8) And be it further enacted, that if any action, IVrsons may 
bill, plaint or suit, shall be brought against any person 
or persons, for any act, matter, or thing to be acted or 
done in ])ursuance of this act, it shall and may be lawful to and for 
all and every person or persons sued as aforesaid, to plead then^to the 
general issue, that he or they are not guilty, and to give this act and 
the special matter in evidence on any trial to be held thereupon, and 
that the same was done in pursuance and by authority of this act ; 
and if it shall appear so to have been done, the jury shall find for the 
defendant or defendants ; and if the verdict shall pass with the said 
defendant or defendants in any such action, or the plaintiff or plain- 
tiffs therein become nonsuited, or suffer any discontinuance thereof, 
that in every such case the justice or justices, or such other judge 
before whom the said matter shall be tried, shall by force and virtue 
of this act allow unto the defendant or defendants his or their treble 


costs, which he or they shall have sustained by reason of their wrong- 
ful vexation in defence of the said action or suit, for which the said 
defendant or defendants shall have the like remedy as in other cases 
where the costs by the laws of the realm are given to defendants. 

(9) And be it further enacted, that every bill, plaint. Suits against 
action, or suit against any person or persons for any 
act, matter, or thing to be acted or done in pursuance 
of this act, or against any member or minister of a 
court-martial', in respect of any sentence of such court, 
or of any thing done by virtue or in pursuance of such 
sentence, shall be brought into the Court of Record at the presidency 
under which such person is serving, or in the courts of record at 
Westminster, and in no other court whatsoever. 

(10) Provided always., and be it further enacted, that Limitation of 
no action shall be brought or prosecution carried on by 

virtue of this act, for the penalties aforesaid, unless the same be com- 
menced within six months after the offence is committed. 


sijcli pursoiiK to 
bu brought be- 
fore tile courts of 
reeonl at the 
presiileiiry or at 
Westminster. 


1^: ., Articles ej' War. 

(II) And be it further enacted, that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for his Majesty, from time to 
time, to form, make, and csUiblish articles of war for 


The King to 
make articles of 
war. 


the 
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the better government of the said United Company’s forces, npd the 
same, from time to time, to vary, alter, and amend ; which articles of 
war siiall be judicially taken notice of by all judges, and in all courts 
wliatsoever. 

Copy to till! Anil for the more effectual notification thereof 

to tliC several judges and j)ersons hereinafter men- 
tioned, be it further enacted, that copies of all such articles of war, 
printed by the King’s printer, shall from time to time, as soon as 
conveniently may be after the same shall liave been made and esta- 
blished by his Majesty, be trunsniitted by his Majesty’s secretary at 
war for the time being, signed with his own hand and name, to the 
judges of his Majesty’s superior courts at Westminster, Dublin, Edin- 
burgh, and in India respectively; and also the governors of his 
Majesty’s colonies, plantations, and territories within the limits of the 
cliarter of the said United Company. 

Ofliiors autlio^ ( 13 ) And bc it further enacted, that for bringing 
c offenders against such articles of war to justice, it shall 

— X(Micto hciuU he lawful for his Majesty to grant his royal commission 
jiulpd of life or warrant to the persons and in the manner herein 

liml), lint thi! . 1 , 1 . II 

i riiiu*s so pu- mentioned and expressed, for convening and autlio- 
nishabli! by tbis rizing Others to convene courts-martial, with power to 
’ try, hear, and determine any crimes or oftences by 

such articles of war, and to infliet penalties by sentence or judgment 
of the same, as well in the possessions or territories wliich are or may 
be under the "'government of tlie Company, as elsewhere where the 
troops of the Company are or may be employed ; provided alw^ays, 
that no person shall by such articles of war be subject to any punish- 
ment extending to life or limb, within the dominions of his Majesty, 
or the possessions or territories which are or may be under the 
government of the said United Company, for any crime committed 
w iiliin one hundred and twenty miles distance from either of the presi- 
dencies of Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, which is not expressed to be 
so punishable by this act. 

Troops in places ( 14 ,) And wliercas great iniscbief and inconvenience 
tbo ^Company, or should be doubted whether troops in 

occupied by per- pay raised or serving in any of the possessions or terri- 
so.is t^ubject to which arc or may be under the government of 

tbe Company, . , tt • i i i 

li.ii)le to tfie ar. the said United Company, or places which are or may 
tides of war. ijj, occupicd by pcrsons subject to the government of 
tile said Company, or by any forces of the said Company, are, while 
under the command of any officer having a commission immediately 
I'roni the government of any of the presidencies of the said Company, 
liable to the rules and articles of w ar, and the same penalties and 
punishments as the Company’s other forces arc subject to ; to prevent 
such mischief, and remove all doubts, be it declared and enacted, that 
all officers and soldiers of any troops being mustered and in pay, 
wliicb have been or are or shall be raised or serving as aforesaid, shall 

at 


LAWS. 

IH2.3. 

4 Geo. 4, 

C.81. 

§34. 


§35. 


§61. 
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LAW$. at all times and in all places be liable to martial law and discipline, 
and to the same trials, penalties, and punishments, in like manner, to 
4 4, intents and purposes, as the Company’s other forces. 

c. HI. 

Artillery and Engineer Officers and others. 

5 Vu (15) And be it further enacted, that all officers and Oflu-ers, &c. <)f 
persons serving and hired to be employed, or who 
shall serve and be hired to be employed in the artil- toiliisact. 

Icry, and in the several trains of artillery, and in the department of 
the engineers, and all officers serving or who shall serve in the corps 
of engineers, and all officers and persons serving or who shall serve 
as military surveyors or draftsmen, or in the corps of sappers and 
miners, or pioneers, and all persons who now are or shall be under 
the ordnance, and all apothecaries, veterinary surgeons, medical store- 
keepers, hospital stewards, and others serving on the medical esta- 
blishmciit of the army, licensed suttlers and followers, shall he at all 
times subject to all the penalties and punishments mentioned in this 
act, and shall in all respects whatsoever be holden to be within the 
intent and meaniiig of every part of this act. 

Capital Crimes. 

§ 2. (16) And bo it further enacted, that it shall and Persons accused 

may be lawful for the general or other officer com- cai)ital crinui!* 
manding in chief the forces of or belonging to the 
))rcsidencies of Fort William, Fort. St. George, and can be tried by 
Bombay respectively, for the time being, having autho- *^«»<*'t-inartiul. 
rity to appoint courts-martial, to appoint general courts-martial, 
and to issue his w'arrant to any general or other officer, having 
the command of a body of troops of his Majesty or of the said Com- 
. pany, empowering them respectively to appoint general courts-martial 
as occasion may require, to be holden within the territories of any 
foreign state, or in any country under the protection of his Majesty 
or the said United Company, or at any place other than Prince of 
Wales’ Island, in the territories under the government of the said 
United Company, and situated above one hundred and twenty miles 
from the said presidencies respectively, for the trial of any person 
under his command accused of having committed wilful murder, theft, 
robbery, rape, or any other crime which is capital by the laws of Eng- 
land, or of having used violence, or committed any offence against the 
person or property of any subject of his Majesty, or any other person 
entitled to his Majesty’s protection, or to the protection of the respec- 
tive governments ol* the East-India Company, or of any state in al- 
liance with the said Company, within the territories of any foreign 
state, or in any country under the protection of his Majesty or the 
said United Company, or at any place other than Prince of Wales’ 
Island, in the territories under the government of the said United 
Company, situate above one hundred and twenty miles from the said 

presidencies 
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presidencies respectively; and the persons accused, if found guilty^ 
sliall suffer death, or be liable to tivuisportation for life or for a term 
of years, or to such other punishments, according to the nature and 
d(‘gree of their respective offences, as by the sentence of any such 
general court-iirtartial shall be awarded: ])rovided always, that any 
person so tried shall not be liable to be tried for the same offence by 
any other court whatsoever. 


IVrsoii liable (1'7) Alul bc it further enacted, that if any person 
to bt* tried by liable to 1)0 tried by a court-martial for any such 
may he appro- offence alleged to have been committed w ithin the terri- 
boiulfil and di li- tories of any foreign state, or in any country under the 
rc^imonr protection of his Majesty or the said United Company, 
or at any place, other than Prince of Wales’ Island, in 
ihc territories under the government of the said United Company 
situate above one hundred and twenty miles from the said presidencies 
of Fort William, Fort St. (j(?orge, and Bombay respectively, and for 
wliieh no proc-eeding sliall Jiave been commenced in any ordinary 
court of competent civil or criminal jurisdiction, shall bc appre- 
hended by the authority of, or brought before any magistrate for any 
such offence, it shall and may be lawful for such magistrate, and he is 
hereliy reijuired to deliver over such accused person to the command- 
ing ofliccr of the regiment, corps, or detaclimcnt to which such accused 
person shall belong, or to the commanding officer of* the nearest 
military station, for the purpose of his being tried by a court-martial 
for such offence, as hcrcinhefore is provided in that belialll 


Soiitcnces of 
such courts not 
to be carried into 
execution till 
conHriiicd by (he 
chief governor, 
and ajiproved by 
goveriu»r of the 
presidency. 


(18) Provided ahvays, and bc it enacted, that in 
all and every case wdicrein a sentence of death or 
transportation shall bc pronounced for any such capital 
offence, committed at any place situate above one hun- 
dred and twenty miles from tlic presidencies of Fort 
William, l"ort St. (Jeorge, and Bombay respectively, 
and being within the territories under the government 
of the said United Company, such sentence shall not be carried into 
execution until confirmed by the general or other oflieer commanding 
at the presidency, with the concurrence of the governor-general in 
council or governor in council of the presidency in the territories 
subordinate to which such offenders shall have been tried. 


Peivons accused (19) And bc it further enacted, that if any officer or 

of capital cnincs, officer or soldier shall be accused of 

Sic. to h(! ilelj- . ... 

vered to tlu* civil aiiy capital crime, or of any violence or offence against 
luagistratc. - ^ jicrsoii, estate, or property of any of his INlajesty's 

pci suns can Old V suhjccts, 01* any other person entitled to his ^Majesty’s 
lie cashiered by protection, or to the protection of the respective 
a court-iuarti.il. governments of the Fast-India Company, or of any 
state in alliance with the said Company, which is punishable by the 
known laws of the land, the comniaiidiiig officer or officers of every 

re.'cimei’ f . 
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LAWS, regiment, troop, company, or party, is and are hereby required to use 

“7 his and their utmost endeavours to deliver over such accused person 

A Geo. 4, magistrate, and shall also be aiding and assisting to the 

<■'. «l, officers of justice in the seizing and apprehending such offender, in 

^ order to bring him to trial ; and if any such commanding officer shall 

wilfully neglect or refuse, upon application made to him for that pur- 
pose, to deliver over any such accused person to the civil magistrate, 
or to be aiding or assisting to the officers of justice in apprehending 
such offender, every such officer so offending, and being thereof con- 
victed upon any information or indictment in any of his Majesty’s 
Courts of* Record in India, shall he deemed and taken to be cashiered, 
and shall be utterly disabled to have or to hold any civil or military 
oflicc or employment in the said United Company’s service in the 
East-1 ndies, provided a certificate of the said conviction be transmit- 
ted to the Judge Advocate General of the army to which such 
offender shall belong : provided always, that nothing herein contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to require the delivery over 
to the civil magistrate of any such person accused of any offence, who 
shall have been tried for such offence by any court-martial in manner 
Jiereinbefore provided, in respect of offences committed within the 
territories of any f‘orcign state, or in any country under the protection 
of his Majesty or the said United Company, or at tiny place in or out 
of the territories of the said United Company situate above one hun* 
dred and twenty miles from the said presidencies of Fort William, Fort 
St. George, and Rombay respectively, or against whom any effectual 
proceeding shall have been taken, or ordered to be taken, for the pur- 
pose of bringing such person to trial by such court-martial as afore- 
said : provided also, that no person or persons, being acquitted or 
convicted of any capital crime, violence, or off*encc, by the civil magis- 
trate, shall be liable to be punished by a court-martial for the same, 
otJicrwisc than by cashiering. 

Civil OJficers. 

§60, (20) - And be it declared and enacted, that all officers Persons and 

and persons who arc or shall be commissioned or ern- 
ployed in the Commissariat Department, or as store- lominissariut 
keepers, and all civil officers who arc or shall be ordnance U- 
cmployed by or act under the ordnance, and who are 
or shall be placed under the command of any general or other officer, 
shall be to all intents and purposes liable to the provisions of this 
act, and to the same rules and articles of war, and ilic same penalties 
and punishments, as in case of the Company’s other forces. 

Commcuceincnt of Act. 

§ 74. (21) And be it further enacted, that this act shall commence and 

take effect from and after the first day of February one thousand 
eight lumdred and twenty-four, except where an}' other commence- 
ment 
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merit is particularly directed ; and that from and after such day, all 
powers and provisions contained in the said act of the twenty-seventh 
year of the reign orjiis Majesty King George the Second shall cease 
and determine, and that the said act shall be and is hereby repealed, 
except so far as is hereinbefore provided in that behalf ; and the 
wliolc of the said act of the first year of the reign of his IMajesty 
King George the Third shall be and is hereby repealed. 


Warrimt to 
liold i'oiiits' mar- 
tial ; iioiu' lowor 
tiiari a iudd-offi- 
evr can convene, 
&c. 


Courts- Marl iaL 

Governor-ge- (22) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may 
iii^^'^councn' lawful for tlic governor-gcneral or governor in 

suspend proceed- council of any of the said Company’s presidencies in 
India, to sus|)eiul the proceedings of any coiirt-nuirtial 
which may at any time be boldcn upon any person belonging to such 
presidencies respcctivel}^ 

(2.‘I) And be it further enacted, that his Majesty may 
from time to time grant a commission or warrant under 
Jiis rojal sign-manual, unto the Court of Directors of 
the said ITuitcd Company, who by virtue of sucli 
commission or warrant shall have powder, under the 
seal of the said United Company, to authorize and empower their 
governor-general in council and governor in council lor the time 
being, at the presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George, and 
l^ombay respectively, and their governors and council for the time 
being at the said island of St. Helena, from time to time to appoint 
courts-martial, and to authorize and empower the general or other 
officer commanding any body of the forces employed in the said 
Company’s servic.-e to appoint general courts- martial, as well as to au- 
thorize any o/lieer under their respective commands, not below the de- 
gree of a fichl ofKcer, to convene general courts-martial, as occasion may 
require, for the trial of offences committed by any of the forces 
under their several commands, whetlier the same shall have been so 
committed before or after such general officer shall have taken upon 
iMinself such command ; all which courts-martial shall be constituted 
and shall regulate their proceedings according to tlie several pro- 
visions hereinafter specified. 

None tried a (21) Provided always, and it is hereby declared and 
Uie same oillace*^ enacted, that no officer or soldier, being ac(iuitted or 
unless in case oi' convicted of any offence, shall be liable to be tried a 
apponl.--SoI- second time by the same or any other court-martial for 

diers liable to or- •' i • , n 

dinary prococil- the sanic ofiencc, unless in the case or an appeal from 

iiigs of a court a regimental to a general court-martial ; and that no 
' ■ sentence given by any court-martial, and signed by 

the president thereof, shall be liable to be revised more than once : 
provided alwa 3 ^s, that nothing in this act contained shall extend or be 
construed to exempt any officer or soldier whatsoever from being 

2 11 proceeded 
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4 Geo. 4, 
c.Hl, 

§ Ifi. 


§19. 


§ 20 . 


proceeded against by the ordinary course of law, unless such officer or 
soldier shall have been tried by a court-martial in manner herein- 
before provided in respect of offences committed within the territories 
^ of any foreign .state, or in any country under the protection of his 
Majesty, or the said United Company, or at any place in the territories 
of the said United Company situate above one hundred and twenty 
miles from the said presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George, and 
Bombay respectively. 

(:25) And it is hereby further enacted and declared, C\nistitution of 
that all general courts-martial held under the authority 
of this act shall consist of thirteen or nine eommis- 
sioned officers, as the case may require; except the same shall be 
liolden upon any officer or non-coin missioned officer or private soldier 
of the said Company’s forces which shall be serving in any place out 
of his Majesty’s dominions, or of the possessions or territories which 
are or may be under the government of the said Company, in which 
cases {iny general court-martial may consist of any number not le.ss 
than seven ; and except the same shall be holden at Sumatra, or at 
IVince of Wales’ Island, or at Sing»npore, at which places such general 
court-martial may consist of any number not less than five, of whom 
none shall be under the degree of a commissioned officer ; nor shall 
the president of any general court-martial be the officer commanding 
in chief or governor of the garrison where the offence shall be tried, 
nor under the degree of a field officer, unless where a field officer 
cannot be had, nor in any case whatsoever under the degree of a 
captain. 

(20) Provided always, and be it further enacted, Constitution of 
that it shall be lawful for any general or other ofli- ’of fi in 

ccr commanding any station, or commanding any dc- places out of his 
taclnncnt, brigade, division, or distinct party belong- <lorni- 

ing to any army of the said C>ompany, which may at the possessions 
any time be serving in any place out of his Majesty’s Kast-In- 

dominions, or of the possessions or territories which are C ompany, 

or may be under the government of the said Company, 
or of the territories of tliose stiites in alliance with the said Company, 
in which the said Company’s forces are permanently stationed, upon 
complaint made to him of any crime or crimes, offence or offences, 
done or committed against tlie property or person of any inhabitant 
of or resident in any such place, by any non-commissioned officer or 
soldier, or other person serving with or belonging to the Company’s 
army, being under the immediate command of any such general or 
other oflirer, to summon and cause to assemble general courts-mar- 
tial, which .shall consist of not less than tliree officers at the least, for 
the purpose of trying any such person or persons accused or suspected 
of having committed any such crime or crimes, or offence or offences 
as aforesaid, notwithstanding such general or other officer shall not 
have received any warrant or warrants, empowering such general or 

other 
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other officers to suininon or assemble courts-martial ; and every such 
court-martial shall have power to try any such person or persons so 
accused or suspected as aforesaid, and to adjudge any such person or 
persons to suffer any such punishments as shall be prescribed for any 
crime or crimes,. offence or offences, with which any such person or 
persons shall be charged before such court-martial : provided always, 
that no sentence of any such court-martial shall be executed until the 
general commanding in chief tlie army in the lield of which the divi- 
sion, brigade, detachment, or party to which any person so tried, con- 
victed, and adjudged to suffer punishment shall belong, shall have 
apj)rovcd and confirmed tlie same : provided also, that every such 
court-martial shall have such and the same powers for summoning 
and examining witnesses as any other court-martial ; and that wit- 
nesses guilt}' of jjerjury on examination before them, being persons 
amenable to this act, shall ho subject and liable to the same penalties 
ami punishments as any witnesses examined before any other court- 
martial are or shall be by any law or usage in force in relation to any 
other court-martial. 

Crenonil court- (27) Provided aIwa 3 ^s, and be it further enacted, that 
nijirtiiih unless general court-martial for the trial of any officer, 
jwiiy’s posses- (cxcopt the sunic shall be holden in any plaec out of 
siuns,&c.to con- Jus Majesty’s dominions, and out of the possessions or 
incinbers territories which are or may be under the government 

ol* the said United Company, or on Sumatra, or at 
Prince o(‘ Wales’ Island, or at Singapore), shall consist of less than 
thirteen members. 

No general (28) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 

coin t -martial general court-martial, consisting of any less number 

miller thirteen , , • . . i i i 

meiiibers to pass than thirteen commissioned officers, unless holden m 
.sentence of any plucc out of liis Majesty’s dominions, or out of 
lIcM *oil*t"of the possessions or territories which are or may 

C'ompany’s pos- be under the government of the said United Con)])any, 
s4*ssions, &c. Qj. QQ Sumatra, or at Prince of Wales’ Island, or Singa- 
pore, shall sentence any non-commissioned officer or soldier to loss of 
life or Uiub, or transportation. 

Corporal or ("^9) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
other piinisli- lawful for such general courts-martial, by 

rallties. their sentence or judgincnt, to inflict imprisoiiineiit, 

solitary or otherwise, or corporal punishments, not extending to life 
or limb, as such court sliull think fit, on any non-commissioned officer 
or soldier, for immoralities, misbehaviour, or neglect of duty ; or to 
adjudge a forfeiture of all benefit or advantage as to increase of pay, 
or as to pension, which might otherwise have accrued to such non- 
commissioned officer or soldier, from the length or nature of his 


LAWS. 
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c. HI, 
i 2U. 


sist of thirtcuti 
iiicinburs. 


No geiiural 
com t -martial 
miller thirteen 
iiiembcr.s to pass 
.sentence of 
death, unless 
held out of the 
C'ompauy’s pos- 
s4*ssions, &c. 


IiiiprLonmeiit ^3o) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
may bt* mflitted. ^ lawful for any general or othcT court-martial 

2 n 2 to 
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to sentence nny non-coniraissioncd officer or soldier to imprisonment 
in any fortress or garrison, or other suitable place of safe custody. 

(31) And be it further enacted, that all general and Oaih to wit- 
othcT courls-niartial shall have powers and authority, 

and are hereby rcMjiiired to adniiaislcr an oatli, or in case ol’ natives 
i)f India, an oatli or soleniii declaration, as circumstances may require, 
to every witness, in order to tlie examination or trial of any ot the 
ollenees that shall come before them. 

(32) Provided always, and be it fiirtber enacted, tliat lMtnilu*rs of go- 
at all general courts-martial to be held by virtue of this 

act, every member, before any proceedings be had jiKigf-advooate 
belbre such court, shall take the fohowing oaths upon 
the Holy Evangelists, before the Judge Advocate or his deputy, who 
are liereby authorized to administer the same ; that is to say. 

You shall well and truly try and determine, according to your 
“ evidence, in the matter now belbre you. So help you (lod.*' 

“ I, A. IL, do swear, that I will duly administer justice according 
“ to tile rules and articles for the better government of the officers 
“ and soldiers in the service of the United Company of Merchants of 
iMigland trading to the Easl-Indies, and according to an Act of 
“ Parliament now in force for the punishment of mutiny and dcser- 
tion of olliccrs and soldiers in the service of the said United Com- 
“ ])any, without partiality, favour, or affection ; and if any doubt 
“ shall arise, which is not explained by tlie said articles or act of 
Parliament, according to my conscience, the best of my iinder- 
standing, and the custom of war in like cases: and I do further 
“ swear, that I will not divulge the sentence of the court until it 
“ shall he approved by the general or commander-in-cliicf, or the 
‘‘ })crson or persons by whose warrant or autliority the court-martial 
“ is held ; neither will I, upon any account, at any time whatsoever, 
“ disclose or discover the vote or opinion of any ])articular member 
of tlie court-martial, unless reiiuired to give evidence thereof as 
“ a witness by a court of justice or a court-martial, in a due course 
“ of law. So hel]) me God.” 

And as soon as the said oaths sliall have been administered to the 
respective members, the jiresidcnt of the c*ourt is hereby authorized 
and re(|uired to adininisfcr to the judge advocate, or the person offi- 
eiatiug as such, an oath in the following words : — 

I do swear, that 1 will not, upon any account, at any 

“ tiiuc whatsoever, disclose or discover the vote or opinion of any 
“ particular member of this court-martial, unless required to give 
“ evidence thereof as a witness by a court of justice or court-martial, 
“ in due course of law. So help me God.” 

And no senti;nce of death shall he given against any c:tuKnrrcncc in 
offender in such case by any general court-martial, 
unless nine officers present shall concur therein (except nesses for non- 
such 
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aiu-iMlaiiw at- siicli general court-martial sluill he lioldcn in any })laee 
lathed. Majesty's dominions, or out of* any of tlie 

])ossessions or territories which are or may he under the government 
of the said United Company, or he holdeii on Sumatra, or 1 Vince of 
AValcs’ Island, or Singapore as aforesaid ; and in all cases wliere a 
court-martial shall consist of more <>f{icer3 than thirteen, and also in 
any place out of his Majesty's dominions, or out of any of the pos- 
sessions or territories which are or may he under the government of 
the said United Comj)any, or on Sumatra, or J Vince (d’ W ales* Island, 
or Singapore, when the same shall consist of a less mnnlHi* of olliccrs, 
then such jndgmeiit shall pass by the concurrence of two-thirds at 
the least of the olliccrs present ; and no proceeding or trial shall he 
had upon any offence, but hetween the hours of six in the morjiing 
and four in the afrernoon, exce|)t in cases which rccjuire an innneillale 
example: provided always, that all witnesses didy summoned hy the 
judge-advocate, or the person oHicialing as such, shall, during ilieir 
necessary attendance in such courts, and in going to and reluniiiig 
from the same, he privileged from arrest, in like manner as witnesses 
attending any of his Majesty's courts of law arc privili'gcd ; and that 
if any such witness shall be unduly arrested, he shall he dischargi il 
from such arrest hy the court out of which the writ or process i.ssucd 
hy which such witjiess was arrested ; or if the court out ol* wliii*!i the 
writ or process issued be not sitting, then hy any judge or any court 
of law, according as the case shall recpiiro, uj^on its being made 
appear to such court or judge, hy allidavit in a sumnuiry way, that 
such witness w'as arrested in going to or returning from or attending 
upon such court-martial ; and that all w itnesses s»> duly sunniioneil 
as aforesaid, who shall not attend on such courts, shall be liable to he 
attached in the courts of law, upon complaint made to such judge or 
court, in like niaiincr as if such witness had neglected to attend on a 
trial in any criminal proceeding in that court. 


LAWS. 
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^Oaths to bi? (,"53 j Provided ahvays, and he it furl her enacted, § 
licrV of courts-^' cou! ts-inartial other than general courts- 

inariial, not be- martial, which shall he held by virtue ol* this act, or of 
courts articles of w ar established hy his Majesty in pur- 

suance thereof, every member assisting at sucli court, 
before any proceedings he had before it, shall take the following oaths 
on the Holy Kvangeiists (which oaths shall and may he administered 
by the president of the court or to other members thcrcol’, and to the 
president by any niemher having first taken the said oaths), that is 
to say, 

“ You shall well and truly try and determiiK*, according to yonr 
“ evidence, in the matter now before you. 8 o help you God.” 


“ I A. II. do swear, that I will duly administer justice according 
to the rules and arti(*les i*or the better government of the i’orcos of 
“ the United Company of JMcrcluints of Knglaiid trading io tlie 

2 11 “ h^a^t- 
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Laws, “ East-Indies, and acconling to an act of Pafliamcnt now in force, 
1^2^ “ for the punishment of mutiny and desertion of officers and soldiers 

4 Geo,'4, service of the said United Company, without partiality, fa- 

r. HI, « vour, or affection ; and if any doubt shall arise, which is not ex- 

5 28. plained by the said articles or act of Parliament, according to my 
conscience, the best of iiiy understanding, and the custom of war 
in like cases. So held me God.” 


§ 


§ 30 . 


And the president of every such court-martial (not 
being under the rank of a captain) shall be appointed 


Itank of prchi- 
dent. 


by the commanding officer of the regiment, detachment, or brigade. 


or the governor or commander of the garrison, fort, castle, or barrack, 


directing such court-martial. 


(34) And whereas it may be expedient that officers Conjunction of 
of his Majesty’s land forces, when employed in con- oHi- 

junction with officers in the service of the United Com- cers on com ts- 
pany, should in certain cases be associated for the 
purpose of holding courts-martial ; be it enacted and declared, that 
when and as often as there may be occasion, it shall and may be 
lawful for officers of his Majesty’s land forces, and of‘ the forces in 
the service of the United Company, to sit in conjunction at courts- 
martial, and proceed in the trial of any officer and soldier, in like 
manner to all intents and purposes as if such courts-martial were 
composed of officers of his Majesty’s land forces, or of olficers in the 
service of the said United Company only, with this distinction, that 
upon the trial of any officer or soldier of his Majesty’s land forces, 
regard shall be had to the regulations and provisions made in pur- 
suance of the act which shall exist at the time for the punislnncnt of 
mutiny and desertion in his Majesty’s forces ; and the oaths ad- 
ministered to the several members of the courts-martial shall be in 
the terms by that act prescribed ; and upon the trial of any officer or 
soldier in the service of the said United Company, regard shall be had 
to the regulations and provisions made by or in pursuance of this act ; 
and the oaths administered to the several members of the court- 
martial shall be in the terms prescribed by this act, notwithstanding 
any officer in the service of the said United Company may also have 
a commission from his Majesty. 


(35) Provided always, and be it enacted, that when Appointment 
and so long as any of his Majesty’s forces shall he em- 
ployed to act within or under the authority of any of ccr c mninmling 
the said Company’s presidencies in the East-Indies, the Majesty’s 
power of appointing courts-martial or authorizing the 
appointment of courts-martial for the trial of any officer or soldier of 
the said Company of or belonging to such presidency, shall be in tlie 
officer for the time being commanding in chief such of his Majesty's 
fortes as shall be employed within or under the authority of such 
presidency. 


(30) Provided 
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Persons tried (3G) Provided always, and be it enacted, that the 
“ntencra^dpr^ P“'*y general court-martial within the 

Gccclings. presidencies of Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, shall be 

entitled to a copy of the sentence and proceedings of such court- 
martial, upon demand thereof made by himself or by any other person 
or persons on his behalf (he or they ])aying reasonably for the same), 
at any time not sooner than six months after such sentences; and in 
case of trial by any general court-martial in tlie Company’s other 
possessions beyond tlie seas or in foreign parts, at any time not sooner 
than twelve months after the sentence given by such court-martial, 
whether any such sentence be approved or not ; any tiling in this act 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Original of pro- (37) Provided always, and be it enacted, that every 

cccdings and ludgc-advocatc, or person officiating as such at any 
soiitonce to be ” , . . , v • t . . , 

transmitted to the general court-martial, do and is hereby required to 

judge- advocate- transmit, with as much expedition as the opportunity 
general. distance of place can admit, the original 

proceedings and sentence of such court-martial, to the judge-advocate- 
gencral of the army in which such court-martial shall be held ; and 
the said original proceedings and sentences are to be carefully kept 
and preserved in his office, to the end that persons entitled thereto 
may be enabled, upon application to such office, to obtain copies 
thereof, according to the true intent and meaning of this act, 

OflViidc*rs may (.SS) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
otlK^than officer or soldier, or any other person subject to 

the otlences li.ive the provision of this act, at any place out of the pre- 
been committed, sjdencies of Bengal, Madras, or lioinbay, commit any 
of the offences for which he may be liable to be tried by a court- 
martial by virtue of this act, and shall, after tlie commission of any 
such offence, go or be sent to any part of his Majesty's dominions, or 
to any station or part of the possessions or territories under the go- 
vernment of the said Company, or elsewhere, in the course of service 
abroad, or come or be brought within the said prcsiileneies, or cither 
of them, before he be tried by a court-martial Ibr such offence, such 
officer or soldier shall be liable to be tried lor the same at^ucli other 
station or part of his Majesty’s dominions, or the possessions or ter- 
ritories which arc or may be uwder the government of the said Com- 
pany, or elsewhere, in the same manner as if the offence luid been 
committed where such trial shall take place. 


Courts-tiNirtial 
for the trial of 
Company's o Hi- 
rers and soldiers 
may bo wholly 
composed of 
King’s olfieers 
when no Com- 
pany’s oilicoi can 
be had. 


(39) And whereas it may sometimes happen that 
officers in the service of the said United Company can- 
not conveniently he had to compose the whole or part 
of a court-martial for the trial of oilenders liable to be 
tried by court-martial by virtue of this act ; be it 
further enacted, that in any such case any officer or 
soldier, or person .subject to the provisions of act, 
may and sliall be trie<I by a general court-martial com- 
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LAWS* posed of officers in his Majesty’s service alone : provided always, tiiat 
1 ^ 23 , every such case the officer convening such court-martial shall 
4 Geo. 4, specify in his warrant that no officer in the service of the said Coni- 
pany could conveniently be had. 

I 71. (40) And in order to prevent all doubts that may Offeiires against 

arise in relation to punishing crimes and offences com- , »'utiny- 

. ,. 1.1 1*1 , act P’ iisiial)lc* 

mitted against the said act, made in tlic twenty-seventh offences 

year of the reign of his late Majesty King George II, n«t I ibletocog- 

and against any of the articles of war made and esta- 

blished by virtue of the same ; be it further enacted, years before*, im- 

that all crimes and offences which have been commit- ortcnHcr 

, . bad absentea 

ted against the said last-mentioned act, or against any himself, ike. 
of the articles of war made and established by virtue 
of the same, shall and may be inquired of, heard, tried, determined, 
adjudged, and punished, before and by the like courts, persons, powers, 
authorities, ways, means, and methods, as the like crimes and offences 
committed against this act may be inquired of, heard, tried, deter- 
mined, adjudged, and punished ; and every warrant for holding any 
court-martial, under the said act of the twenty-seventh year of the 
reign of King George II, shall remain in full Ibrce, notwithstanding 
the rejieal of such act ; and proceedings of any court-martial upon 
any trial began under the authority of such former act, shall not be 
discontinued by the repeal of the same ; but it shall be lawful to pro- 
ceed to judgment upon any such trial, and to carry such judgment 
into execution, in like manner as if the proceedings had been com- 
menced under the authority of this act : [irovidcd always, that no 
person shall be liable to be tried and punished for any offence against 
the said act of the twenty-seventh year of the reign of King George 
II, or this act, or the articles of war made or to be made by virtue of 
the same acts or either of them, which shall appear to have been com- 
mitted more than three years before the issuing of the commission or 
warrant for such trial ; unless the person accused, by reason of his 
having absented himself, or of some other manifest impediment, shall 
not have been amenable to justice within that period, in which case 
such persojf shall be liable to be tried under such commission or war- 
rant, to be issued at any time not exceeding tw’o years after the impe- 
diment shall have ceased ; or unless the conduct of the person accused 
shall have been submitted to the consideration of the Court of Direc- 
tors, by the governor-general, or governor in council of the presidency 
to which such person shall belong, in which case such person shall 
be liable to be tried under such commission or warrant, to be issued 
at any time not exceeding five years after his offence shall have been 
committed. 

Caurl (if Bcquesla, 

§ 57 . (41) And be it further enacted, that in all places Where troops 

where the said Company’s forces now arc or may be bc- 

cmployed 
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employed, or where any body of his Majesty’s forces 
may be serving with the forces of the said Comj)any, 
situate beyond the jurisdiction of the Court of Requests 
established at the cities of Calcutta, Madras, and Bom- 
bay respectively, actions of debt and all personal 
actions against such officers, non-commissioned officers, 
or soldiers, all persons licensed to act as sutlers to any 
corps or detachment, or at any station or cantonment, 
or other persons amenable to the provisions of this act, 
or resident within the limits of a military cantonment, 
shall be cognizable before a Court of Requests com- 
posed of military officers, and not elsewhere : provided 
the value in question shall not exceed four hundred 
sicca rupees, and that the defendant was a person of 
the above description when the cause of action arose ; which court 
the commanding officer of any station or cantonment is hereby autho- 
rized and empowered to convene, and the said court shall in all prac- 
ticable cases consist of five commissioned officers, and in no instance 
of less than three, and the president thereof shall not be under the 
rank of a captain ; and every member assisting at any such court, 
before any proceedings to be had before it, shall take the following 
oath upon the Holy Iwangclists ; which oath shall be administered by 
the president of the court to the other members thereof, and to the 
president by any member having first taken the said oath ; (that is 
to say,) 

« 1 swear, that I will duly administer justice, according 

“ to the evidence, in the matter that shall be brought before me. 

“ So help me God.” 

And every witness before any such court shall be examined on oatb, 
which such courts are hereby authorized to administer, or if natives 
of the East-Indies, on oath or solemn declaration, as the circumstances 
of the case may require; and it shall be competent for such courts, 
upon finding any debt or damage due, cither to award execution 
thereof generally, or to direct tliat the whole or any part thereof 
shall be stopped and paid over to the creditor out of any pay or pub- 
lic money which may be coming to the debtor in the current or any 
future month ; and in case the execution shall be awarded generally, 
the debt, if not paid forthwith, shall be levied by seizure and public 
sale of such of the debtor s goods as may be found within the camp, 
garrison, or cantonment, under a written order of the commanding 
officer, grounded on the judgment of the court, and the goods of 
the debtor, if found within the limits of the Company’s garrison or 
cantonment to which the debtor shall belong at any subsequent time, 
shall be liable to be seized and sold in satisfaction of any remainder 
of such debt or damages ; and if sufficient goods shall not be found 
within the limits of the camp, garrison, or cantonment, then any pub- 
lic money, or any sum not exceeding tlie half-pay accruing to the 

debtor, 


yon<l the juriti- 
dictinn of the 
courts of re- 
quests, actions of 
debt not exceod- 
inpr 400 sicca 
rupees, shall be 
cognizable be- 
fore a military 
court coiibisting 
of five and not 
less than three 
commissioned 
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debtor, shall be stopped in liquidation of such debt or damage ; and 
is23 debtor shall not receive pay as an officer or soldier, or from 

4 Ge<>.*4, public department, but be a sutler, servant, or follower, he shall 
c. 81, be arrested by like order of the commanding officer, and imprisoned 
^ in some convenient place within the military boundaries, ibr the space 

of two months, unless the debt be sooner paid : provided always, that 
from and after the time limited for the commencement of this act, so 
much of an act passed in the fifty-third year of the reign oi* his late 
Majesty King George III, intituled An Act for continuing in the 
East-India Company for a further Term the Possession of the 
‘‘ British Territories in India, together with certain exclusive Privi- 
“ leges, for establishing further Regulations for the Cjovernmcnt of 
“ the said Territories and the better Administration of Justice within 
“ the same, and for regulating the Trade to and from the Places 
“ within the Limits of the said Company’s Charter, as gives to Magis- 
‘‘ trates the Cognizances of Debts due from Ollicers or Soldiers, 
“ being British Subjects, to the Natives of India resident without tlic 
‘‘ Jurisdiction of the Courts of Requests therein mentioned, shall be 
and the same is hereby repealed accordingly.” 

Debts* 

5 5S, Ko soldier lla- (42) And to prevent, as far as may be, any unjust 
fraudulent arrests that may be made upon soldiers, 
mhwf matter or whereby the said United Company may be deprived 
a real debt of their services, it is hereby further enacted, that no 
2oo si^ca ruiiees is or shall be listed, or who shall list and 

enter himself in the Company’s service us a soldier, 
shall be liable to be taken out of the Company’s service, by any 
process or execution whatever, other than for some criminal matter, 
unless for a real debt or other just cause of action, and unless before 
the taking out of such process or execution (not being for a crimi- 
nal matter) the plaintiff or plaintiffs therein, or some other person 
or persons on his or their behalf, shall make affidavit before one or 
more judge or judges of the Court of Record, or other court out of 
which such process or execution shall issue, or before some person 
authorized to take affidavits in such courts, that to his or their know- 
ledge the original sum justly due and owing to the plaintiff or 
plaintiffs from the defendant or defendants, in the action or cause of 
action on which such process shall issue, or the original debt for 
which such execution shall be sued out, amounts to the value of two 
hundred sicca rupees at the least, over and above all costs of suit in 
the same action, or in any other action on which tlie same shall he 
granted; a memorandum of which oath shall be marked on the 
back of such process or writ, for which memorandum or oath no 
fee shall he taken ; and if any person shall nevertheless be arrested 
contrary to the intent of this act, it shall and may be lawful for one 
or more judge or judges of such court, iqion complaint thereof 

made 
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made by the party himself, or by any of his superior oflicer^v 
examine into the same by the oatli of the parties or otherwise, and 
by warrant under his or their hand and seal, or hands and seals, to 
discharge such soldier so arrested contrary to the intent of this act, 
without paying any fee or fees, upon due proof made before him or 
them that such soldier so arrested was legally enlisted as a soldier 
in the Company’s service, and arrested contrary to the intent of this 
act, and also to award to the party so complaining such costs as 
such judge or judges shall think reasonable, for the recovery whereof 
he shall have the like remedy that the person who takes out the 
said execution might have had for his costs, or the plaintiff in the 
like action might have had for the recovery of his costs, in case 
judgment had been given for him with costs against the defendant in 
the said action. 

rialntiir inay (43) And to the end that honest creditors, who aim 
recovery of their just debts due to them 
from persons entering into and enlisting in the Com- 
pany’s service, may not be hindered from suing for the same, but 011 
the contrary may he assisted and forw^arded in their suits, and instead 
of ail arrest, which may at once hurt the service and occasion great 
expense and delay to themselves, may be enabled to proceed in a 
more easy and cheap method ; be it further enacted, that it may and 
shall be lawful to and for any plaintiff or plaintiffs, upon notice first 
given in writing of the cause of action to such person or persons so 
entered, or left at his or their last place of residence, before such 
listing, to file a common apjiearancc in any action to be brought for 
or upon account of any debt whatsoever, so as to entitle such plain- 
tiff to proceed therein to judgment and outlawry, and to have an 
execution thereupon other than against the body or bodies of him or 
them so listed as aforesaid ; this act, or any thing herein, or any 
former law or statute to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Deserters. 

peserters en- (44) And it declared and enacted, that no iion- 

hstiiig in othor commissioned officer or soldier who shall desert the 
corps piinisii. ^ . , 

able. said Company s service shall be exempt from the pains 

and penalties imposed by this act, for such offence, by again enlisting 
into his Majesty’s or the said Company’s service ; but any such non- 
commissioned officer or soldier shall, notwithstanding such subseijucnt 
enlistment, be deemed to have deserted, and shall in like manner 
suffer death, or such other punishments as by a court-martial shall be 
awarded. 

While in such (45) And whereas doubts have arisen w'licther sol- 
n?shecl*forcri/^^^^^ belong to the corps from w hich they 

committed there- have dcscrtcd, may be proceeded against and tried for 
deserting any otlicr corps in which they may after- 
wards have enlisted, or from the said Company’s service, if they 

shall 
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shall not aflcr such subsequent enlisting have been placed In any 
corps, or for any crime committed by tliem whilst serving therein ; 
be it therefore enacted, that every such soldier sliall be liable to be 
tried by a court-martial, and be punishable in like manner as if he 
had originally enlisted in, and of right belonged to the regiment, 
corps, troop, company, detachment, or party in which he shall be 
at the time of any subsequent desertion, or committing any offence, 
notwithstanding it shall have been discovered or known that he had 
previously belonged to any other regiment, corps, troop, company, 
detachment, or party, and had not been discharged therefrom : [)ro- 
vided always, tliat if such persons shall be claimed by such other 
regiment, corps, troop, company, detachment, or party, and pro- 
ceeded against as a deserter therefrom, his subsequent desertion from 
any one or more corps in which he may have nnwarrantahly enlisted, 
may (unless he shall have been already tried for the same) he given in 
evidence as an aggravation of his crime; previous notice being always 
given to such deserter of the iaet or ihets intended to he produced as 
evidence upon his trial. 

(46) And be it further enacted, that it shall he law- IKsertcrs may 

ful for any general court-martial to sentence any non- sunk 

commissioned officer or soldier, convicted of desertion 

by such court, to general service as a soldier ; and that the general 
or commander of the Ibrces at the presidcncj’^ to which the said 
offender shall belong, may thereupon direct, that such service shall 
be in any regiment or regiments or corps of the said Company, and 
in any country, or place or places out of the possessions of the terri- 
tories under the government of the said Company, or otherwise, as he 
may think fit. 

(47) Provided always, and be it further enacted. If desurtur bo a 

that if any non-commissioned officer or soldier in any ^»urvicu- 

J ^ ^ J man, lie may be 

regiment or corps of the said Company’s forces, so sumuncud to 
convicted of destjrtion, shall aj)pear to have enlisted for 
n limited term of years, it shall be lawful for such 
court to sentence any such non-connnissioned officer or soldier so 
enlisted in any regiment or corps of the said Company’s forces, to 
serve for life as a soldier, or for any number of years beyond the 
period for which such non-commissioned officer or soldier shall 
have enlisted in the regiment in wliich he so enlisted, or generally 
in any regiment or corps which the general or commander of the 
forces at the presidency where such off’eiulor shall be tried shall 
please to direct ; and any non-commissioned officer or soldier may in 
any case, in addition to any service, be further adjudged to forfeit all 
benefit or advantage as to increase of pay, or as to pension or dis- 
charge, which might otherwise have accrued to such non-commis- 
sioned officer or soldier from the length or nature of his sei-vicc; 
and such forfeiture may, in such cases of desertion, be adjudged in 
addition to any other punishment, if the court should think fit. 

(48) And 
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A mark on ilc- (4.8) And l)c it further enacted, that it shall be law* 
ful for any general court-niartial, before which any 
non-commissioned officer or soldier shall be tried and convicted of 
desertion, to direct, if it slmll so think fit, in addition to any other 
punislinient such court may award for such desertion, that such 
deserter be marked on tlie lell side, two iiudies below the armpit, 
with the lettc^r (D.), such hitter not ti) he less than half an inch long, 
and to be marked uj)on the skin with ink or gunpowder, or other 
preparation, so as to he visible and conspicuous, and not liable to be 
oblilcirated. 

A i)iTM»n ac- (19) And be it further enacted, that any person 
hinirdf i shall voluntarily surrender or deliver himself up 
flcsci tcr, to bo as a deserter from any regiment or corps of the said 
li to C’ompany’s forces, or who upon being apprehended 

for desertion or any other otfence shall, in the pre- 
sence of the magistrate or of the commanding officer of the places, 
confess himself to he a deserter from any such regiment or corps, 
slialf f)e deemed to have hec-n chdy enlisted, and to be a soldier, and 
shall he liable to serve in aii}' such regiment or battalion or corps of t!)e 
said Company’s forces, as the commander of tlie forces of the said 
Company shall think fit to appoiiit, whether such person siuill havebeem 
ever actually enlisted as a soldier or not. 

IVnalty on por- (50) And l)c it flirt her enacted, th.at if any person 
iuirboiir, conceal, or assist any deserter from the 
receiving arms, Company’s service, knowing him to be such, the person 
gram, lurago, offending shall forfeit for every such off’cncc the 

sum of’ one hundred and sixty sicea rupees, and upon 
conviction, by the oatli of one or more credible witni‘ss or witnesses, 
before any of his Majesty’s justices of the peace, the said penalty 
of one hundred and sixty sicca ruj)ees shuJI be levied by warrant 
under the hand of such justice of the peace, by distress and sale of 
goods and chattels of tlie offender ; one moiety of the said penalty 
to be paid to the informer, and the other moiety to be paid to the 
government of the presidency under which such offender is resident ; 
and a report of the penalty being adjudgeil shall be made to the 
government by the justice of the j)oacc by whom the same shall 
have been imposed; and in case any such offender, who shall be 
convicted as aforesaid of harbouring, concealing, or assisting any 
such deserter, shall not have suflieient goods and chattels whereon 
distress may be made, to the value of the penalty awarded against 
him or her for such offence, or shall not pay such penalty w ithin four 
days after such conviction, then and in such case siicli justice of tlic 
peace shall and may, by warrant under his hand and seal, connnlt 
such offender to the common gaol, there to remain w ithout ball, or 
niainprizc for tlie space of six months : provided also, that if any 
person shall knowingly detain, buy, or exchange, or otherw’isc receive 
from any soldier or deserter, or any other person, upon any account 
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. oi' pretence whatsoever, any arms, clothes, caps, or other furniture 
belonging to tlie said Company, or furnislied and provided for tlie use 
4 Cioo. 4 , of any troops or forces serving with the forces of the said Company, 
V. «i, or any meat, drink, beer, or other provision, provided under any 

^ regulations relating thereto, or any such articles belonging to any 

soldier or deserter as afe generally deemed regimental necessaries, 
according to the custom of the army, being provided for the soldier 
and paid for by deductions out of his pay, or cause the colour of any 
such clothes to be changed, the person so olFending shall forfeit 
for every such oflence the sum of forty sicca rupees; and if any 
periSon shall buy or receive any grain, hay, straw, or other forage, 
provided for the use of any horse 6r horses belonging to the Com- 
pany's service, from any trooper or other soldier, knowing him to be 
such, or shall move, procure, counsel, solicit, or entice any trooper 
or other soldier, knowing him to be such, to sell or otherwise dispose 
of any such grain, hay, straw, or other forage as aforesaid, the 
person so offeuding shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of 
forty sicca rupees ; and upon conviction by the oath of one or more 
credible witness or witnesses, before any of his Majesty’s justices of 
the peace, the said respective penalties of forty sicca rupees, and forty 
sicca rupees, shall be levied by warrant under the hand of such 
justice of the peace, by distress and sale of goods and chattels of the 
offender; one moiety of the said hrst-mentioned penalty of forty 
sicca rupees to be paid to the informer, and one moiety of the said 
last-mentioned penalty of forty sicca rupees to be paid to the informer, 
and the residue of the said respective penalties to be paid to the 
government of the presidency under which such offender shall be 
resident ; and in case any such offender who shall be convicted as 
aforesaid of having knowingly received any arms, clothes, caps, or 
other furniture belonging to the Company, or any such meat, drink, 
beer, or other provisions, or any such articles generally deemed 
regimental necessaries, or of having caused the colour of such clothes 
to be changed, or of having bought or received any grain, hay, straw, 
or other forage, provided for the use of any horse or horses belong- 
ing to the Company’s service, from any trooper or other soldier, 
knowing him to be such, or of having moved, procured, counselled, 
solicited, or enticed any trooper or other soldier, knowing him to be 
such, to sell or otherwise dispose of any such grain, hay, straw, or 
other forage as aforesaid, contrary to the intent of this act, shall 
not have sufficient goods and chattels whereon distress may be 
made to the value of the penalties recovered against him or her for 
such offence, or shall not pay such penalties upon such conviction, 
or give sufficient security for payment thereof within the space of 
four days from such conviction, then and in such case such justice 
of the peace shall and may, by warrant under his hand and seal, 
either commit such offender to the comnion gaol, there to remain 
witlioiit bail or niainprize for the space of three months, or cause 

such 
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such oflTentlcr to be publicly or privately whipped, at the discretion of LAWS, 
such justice. 

Pensilty on per- (;> 1 ) And be it further enacted, that if any person 
lo de”jrt or persoiis shall in any part of the territories which are 

or may bo under the government of the said Company, § 68 . * 
directly or indirectly persuade or procure any soldier or soldiers in the 
service of the said Company to desert or leave such service as afore- 
said, every such person or persons so oliending as aforesaid, and 
being thereof lawfully convicted, shall for every such offence forfeit 
to the said Company, or to any other person or persons who shall sue 
for the same, the sum of eight hundred sicca rupees; and -if it shall 
happen that any such offender so convicted as aforesaid hath not any 
goods and chattels, land or tenements, to the value of eight hundred 
sicca rupees, to pay and satisfy, or if, from the circumstances and 
lieinousncss of the crime, it shall appear to the court before which 
the said conviction shall be made as aforesaid, that any such 
forfeiture is not sufficient punishment for such offence, it shall be 
lawful for such court to commit any such offender to prison, there to 
remain for any time not exceeding twelve months, without bail or 
mainprize. 

Penalties how (52) And be it further enacted, that all penalties by § 69. 
recoverable. imposed for persuading or procuring any sol- 

dier to desert, may and shall be sued for and be recoverable in his 
Majesty’s Court of Record at the presidency under which such 
offender shall be resident. 

Discharged Soldiers. 

StihHers entitled ( 53 ) And bc it further enacted, that every soldier § 52. 
iVn *^free^)f^cx^ entitled to his discharge under any orders or any regu- 
pense. ” lations made by the said Company, or upon the expi- 

ration of any period for which he shall have engaged 
to serve, shall bc sent to Great Britain or Ireland, free of expense, and 
bc entitled on his return to have and receive marching money from 
the place of his being landed to the parish or place in which he shall 
have been originally enlisted, at the rate and reckoning per diem fixed 
for victualling soldiers in his Majesty’s service on the march. 

Such persons (54) IVovidcd also, and be it further enacted, that 5 53 , 
subject^ to this every such soldier entitled to and claiming his dis- 
lival at and de- charge, and to be sent to Great Britain or Ireland, 
barkutioii in shall, until his arrival and debarkation in Great Britain 
Great Untain, Ireland, bc subject to the provision of this act, and 
the articles of war framed or to be framed by his Ma- 
jesty for the better government of the Company’s forces. 

Embezzlement. 

b further enacted, that every paymaster 5 41, 

missariefi, '&c. Other commissioned officer of the Company’s forces, 

or 
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LAWS, or any storekeeper or commissary, or deputy or assis- Iww t« bo pu- 
tant commissary, or other person employed in the "*^®*** 

4 Guv *4, commissariat department, or in any manner in the care or distribution 
81, of money, provisions, forage, or stores belonging to the said United 

^ Company, or for the said United Company's forces, or for the use of 

his Majesty’s troops, or other forces serving with the said United 
Company’s forces in India, or who shall embezzle or fraudulently mis- 
apply, or cause to be embezzled or fraudulently misapplied, or shall 
knowingly or wilfully permit or suffer any money, provisions, forage, 
arms, clothing, ammunition, or other such military stores to be embez- 
zled or fraudulently misapplied, or to be spoiled or damaged, may be 
tried for the same by and before a general court-martial ; and it shall 
be lawful for any court-martial to adjudge any such paymaster or other 
commissioned officer, storekeeper, or commissary, or deputy or assis- 
tant commissary, or other person, to be transported ns a felon for life, 
or for any certain term of years, or to suffer such punishment of fine, 
imprisonment, dismissal from the Company’s service, and incapacity 
of serving the Company in any office, civil or military, as any such 
court shall think fit, according to the nature and degree of the offence ; 
and every such officer or person shall, in addition to any other punish- 
ments, make good at his own expense the loss and damage sustained 
which shall have been ascertained by such court-martial ; and the loss 
and damage so ascertained as aforesaid, may be recovered in any of 
Ills Majesty's Courts of Record at the presidency where such offender 
shall be resident, or in any other court of law having jurisdiction, 
where any person adjudged by a court-martial to have incurred any 
such penalties, or to make good any such losses or damages, shall be 
resident, after the said judgment shall be confirmed and made known ; 
and after the said sura shall be recovered and levied, the same shall 
be applied and disposed of as the government of the presidency shall 
direct and appoint, in case the same shall be recovered within any of 
the said presidencies, and if not, then as the government of the pre- 
sidency to which the offender shall have belonged at the time of his 
offence shall direct and appoint. 

§ 42. (56) And be it further enacted, that every non-com- Embezzlement 

missioned officer who shall be convicted at a general or 
regimental court-martial of having embezzled or mis- 
applied any money with which he may have been entrusted for the 
payment to the men under his command, shall be reduced to servo in 
the ranks as a private soldier, and be put under stoppages until the 
money be made good, and suffer such corporal punishment (not 
extending to life or limb) as the court-martial shall think fit. 

Estates of Officers and Soldiers. 

§49. (57) And bo it further enacted, that all sums of Debts due by 

money due by deceased officers and soldiers in respect 
of any military clothing, appointments, and equipment, regimental 
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debts, to be paid or in rcspect of* any quarters, or of any mess or regi- 
mental accounts, and all sums of money due to any 
agent or paymaster, or quartermaster, or any other 
officer upon any such accounts, or on account of any advance made 
for an}'^ such purpose, shall be deemed and taken to be regimental 
debts, and shall be paid out of any arrears of pay or allowances, or 
out of an}’ prize or bounty money, or the equipage, goods, chattels, 
and effects of any officer or soldier dying while in the service of tlie 
said United Company, in preference to any other debts, claims, or 
demands whatsoever, upon the estate and eflccts of such officer or 
soldier ; and if any doubt shall arise, as to whether any claim or 
demand made in relation to any officer or soldier is a regimental debt 
or not, such question shall be decided and concluded by tire order or 
certificate of the military secretary to the government of the presi- 
dency to which such officer or soldier shall have belonged ; and all 
such payments shall be good and valid in law ; and every person who 
shall make any such payment out of any such arrears of pay, effects, 
or proceeds as aforesaid, under the provisions of this act, or in pursu- 
ance of any such order or certificate of such military secretary, or 
into whose hands any such money shall come, shall be and are hereby 
indemnified Ibr and in respect of such payments, and all other acts, 
matters, and things done in pursuance of the provisions of this act, 
or of the order or certificate of the said military secretary, in relation 
to the distribution of such assets; any thing in any act or acts of 
parliament, or law or laws, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Surplus to bo (58) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law- 
enfideV* military secretary to cause all surplus which 

may remain, after satisfying such regimental debts as 
aforesaid, to be paid to the person or persons entitled thereto. 

Regimental (59) Aud be it further enacted, that all such regi- 

H^thout jlrobate'^ mental debts shall and may be paid without any pro- 
of will, &c. be- bate of any will being obtained, or any letters of adini - 
uig obtained. nistratioii, or any confirmation of testament, or letters 
testamentary or dative, being taken out by any person, and the sur- 
plus only of such arrears of pay or allowances, prize or bounty money, 
equipage, goods, and chattels, or the proceeds thereof, sliall be deemed 
the personal estate of the deceased, for the payment of any duty in 
respect of any probate, or of any letters of administration, or confir- 
mation of testament, or letters testamentary or dative, or for the pur- 
pose of distribution as personal estate ; and it shall be lawful for tlie 
said military secretary to order and direct the payment or distribution 
of any such surplus, in any case in which the same shall not exceed 
two hundred sicca rupees, without any probate, or letters of adminis- 
tration, or confirmation of testament, or letters testamentary or dative, 
or payment of any duty of stamps, or upon legacies or otherwise ; 
and it shall also be lawful for any paymaster or other person to issue 
any sum not exceeding the value of two hundred sicca rupees, which 

2 1 may 
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LAWS, niay be due to any officer deceased, or to the widow or relative of any 
— 7 officer deceased, or to the representative or representatives of any 

4 G^^.‘4 officer's widow or relative, in like manner, without any probate 

c. 81 , or letters of administration, or- confirmation of testament, or letters 
5 testamentary or dative, or payment of any duty. of stamps, or upon 
legacies or otherwise, the same to be paid to the person who shall be 
notified by the said military secretary as aforesaid as being entitled 
thereto; and all such payments respectively shall be as valid and 
edeetual, to all intentd and purposes, as if the same had been made 
by or to any executor or administrator, or under the authority of any 
probate, or letters of administration, or confirmation of testament, 
letters testamentary or dative ; any thing in any act or acts of par- 
liament, or law or laws, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Felons, 

§ 13 . (60) And be it further enacted, that if any offender Oifetidcra, 

under sentence of death by a court-martial as afore- j^*’eJ|^dltionaliy 

said, shall obtain any such conditional remission of such remitted, subject 

sentence as aforesaid, all and every the laws now in to the law touch - 
/. 1 . . escape ot fe- 

force touching the escape of felons under sentence of ions, &c. 
death shall apply to such offender, and to all persons 
aiding, abetting, or assisting in any escape, or intended escape of any 
such offender, or contriving any such escape, from the time when 
such order shall be made by such judge as aforesaid, and during all 
the several proceedings which shall be had for the purposes aforesaid. 

Musters, 

§ 38 . (61) And for preventing of fraud and deceit in the Penalty on 

mustering of soldiers, be it further enacted, that if fi^ficates^oo slew 
any person do make or give, or procure to be made or rupees, 
given, any false or untrue certificate, whereby to excuse any soldier 
for his absence from any muster, or any other service which he ought 
to attend or perform, upon pretence of such soldier being employed 
on some other duty of the regiment, or being sick, in prison, or on 
furlough, then every such person so making, giving, or procuring 
such certificate, shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of four 
hundred sicca rupees, and shall be forthwit^cashiered and displaced 
from his office, and shall be thereby utterly disabled to have or hold 
any military office or employment in the service of the Company in 
the East-Indies ; and no certificate shall excuse the absence of any 
soldier but for the reasons above-mentioned, or one of them. 

$39. further enacted, that every officer False musters 

jjjiat shall make any false or untrue muster of man or 
iloiae, or wittingly or willingly allow or sign the muster roll wherein 
such Jkise muster is contained, or any duplicate thereof, and also 
every - officer who shall directly or indirectly take or cause to be 
taken ahy sum or sums of money, or any other gratuity, oh or for 
the mustering any regiment, troop, or company, or on or for the 
signing of. any muster rolls, or any duplicate thereof, upon proof 

thereof ' 
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thereof upon oath made by two witnesses before a general court- LAAVS. 
martial, to be thereupon called (which is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to administer such oath), shall for such offence be forthwith 4 Geo. *4, 
cashiered, and shall be thereby utterly disabled to have or hold any c- 
civil or military office or employment in the said Company’s service in ^ 
the East-Indies. 

Mustering by (63) And be it further enacted, that if any officer § 40. 
wrong names. knowingly muster any person by a wrong name, 

upon conviction thereof before a general court-martial, the said officer 
shall be subject to such penalties as are directed and inflicted by this 
act upon those who shall make false musters. 

Mutiny, 

I’unishment for (64) That if any person who is or shall be commis- § 
mutiny, desertion, qi. pay as aii officer, or who is or shall be 

enlisted or in pay as a non-commissioned officer or 
soldier in the service of the said Company, at any time during the 
continuance of this act, shall begin, excite, cause, or join in any 
mutiny or sedition, in the land or marine forces of his Majesty, or of 
the said Company, or shall not use his utmost endeavours to suppress 
the same, or coming to the knowledge of any mutiny or intended 
mutiny, shall not without delay give information thereof to his com- 
manding officer; or shall misbehave himself before the enemy; or 
shall shamefully abandon or deliver up any garrison, fortress, post, 
or guard committed to his charge, or which he shall be commanded 
to defend, or shall compel the governor or commanding officer of any 
garrison, fortress, or post to deliver up to the enemy or to abandon 
the same ; or shall speak words or use any other means to induce 
such governor or commanding officer or others to misbehave before 
the enemy, or shamefully to abandon or deliver up any garrison, 
fortress, post, or guard committed to their respective charge, and 
which he dr they shall be commanded to defend ; or shall leave his 
post before relieved; or shall be found sleeping on his post; or shall 
hold correspondence with or give advice or intelligence to any rebel 
or enemy of his Majesty or the said Company, either by letters, 
messages, signs, or tokens, in any manner or way whatsoever; \ 7 r 
shall treat or enter upon any terms with sudh rebel or enemy, with- 
out the license of the said United Company, or of the said United 
Company’s governor-general in council, or gdvemor in council at any 
of their presidencies, or without the license of the general or chief 
commander; or shall strike or use any violence against Ins superior 
officer, being in the execution of his .office ; or shall disobey any 
lawful command of his superior officer; or shall, desert the said 
Company’s service; all. and every person and persons so offending in 
any of the matters before-mentioned, whether such offence shall be 
committed within the dominions of his Majesty, or the possessions or 
territories which arc or may be under the government of the said 

i 2 Company, 
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Company, or in foreign parts, upon land or upon the sea, within or with- 
out the limits of the charter of the said United Company, shall suffer 
death, or such other punishments as by a court-martial shall be awarded. 

Native Officers and Soldiers-, 

(65) The governments in India empowered to make laws, regulations, 
and articles of war for the native troops, and to hold courts-martial. 

(66) Former laws, articles of war, and established usages respecting 
native troops, confirmed. 

(65*) Provided always, and be it further enacted. This act not to af- 
that nothing in this act contained shall in any manner to*^any rcl 

impeach or affect any matters enacted or declared gulation respecting 
respecting officers or soldiers being natives of the East- 
Indies, or other places within the limits of the said Company's charter, 
contained in the said act passed in the fifty-third year of his late Ma- 
jesty, but that all such matters shall be of the same force, in respect of 
such native officers and soldiers, as if this act had not been made. 

(66*) And be it further enacted, that whenever any Native troops to 
portion of such native troops shall be serving in any articles ^of^wa^ of 
country or place out of the possessions or territories presidency to whicii 
which are or may be under the government of the said *‘^“*** belong. 
United Company, whether such be the dominions of his Majesty or else- 
where, on the trial of all offences committed by any native officer, or 
soldier, or follower, reference shall be had to the articles of war framed 
by the government of the presidency to which such native officer, soldier, 
or follow'cr, shall belong, and to the established usages mentioned and 
confirmed in the said last-recited act. 

Pay and Allowances. 

(67) And be it further enacted, that no officer, non- Officers, &c. im- 

commissioned officer, or soldier, who shall be arrested - 

and committed to prison upon a charge of any criminal quitted they shall 
offence, shall be entitled to receive any part of his pay, arrears ot 

from the day of such commitment till the day of return 

to the regiment, troop, company, or detachment to which he shall 
belong, or which he shall be ordered to join ; provided that if he shall 
be acquitted of the offence for which he was committed, he shall upon 
his return to his corps be entitled to receive all arrears of pay which 
were growing due during the time of his confinement ; but if he shall 
be convicted, he shall forfeit all right to any pay from the day of his 
commitment during the time of his confinement, as well under the 
original commitment as under any commitment consequent upon such 
conviction, and until the day of his return to the regiment, troop, 
company, or detachment to which he shall belong, or which he shall be 
ordered to join. 

(68) And be it further enacted, that every non- Such offenders 


commissioned officer or soldier sentenced to impri- 
sonment by any general court-martial, shall forfeit all 


to forfeit their 
pay. 


right 
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rigl’t to any pay or allowances from the day of his commitment 
diir^g the time of such imprisonment. 

^?yinasters not (69) And be it further enacted, that no paymaster 
loiis^&c *^^*^***^" or other person shall receive any fees, or make any 
\ ’ deductions whatsoever, out of the pay or allowances 

li^hich shall be due to any officer or soldier in the Company’s army 
(jkithout his consent be obtained thereto), other than the usual 
adductions, as shall be from time to time required to be made 
acc ording to the regulations of the service. 

IVr^alty on such (70) And be it further enacted, that if any officer 
taiiii^ur *pay ^and paymaster shall unlawfully detain or withhold for 
allowances 8(X) the space of One month the pay and allowances of any 
sicca rupees. officer or officers (clothes and all other just allowances 
being deducted) after such pay and allowances shall be by him or 
them received ; or if any officer, having received the soldier s pay and 
allowances, shall refuse to pay each non-cornmissioned officer and 
soldier his or their respective pay and allowances, when they shall 
become due and payable, according to the several rates established 
by the regulations of the service, then upon proof thereof before a 
court-martial as aforesaid, to bo for that purpose duly held and 
summoned, every such paymaster or officer so offending sliall be 
discharged from his employment, and shall forfeit to the informer, 
upon conviction before the said court, eight hundred sicca rupees, 
and be liable to such further punishment as shall by the court-martial 
be awarded : provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for the 
governor-general in council, or the governor in council at the said 
presidencies respectively, to give orders for withholding tlie pay of 
any officer, non-commissioned officer or soldier, for any period during 
which such officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier shall be absent 
without leave. 
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1823. 
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C.81, 
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Soldiers con- (71) And be it further enacted, that from the com- § 58. 
fined for debt menccmcnt of this act, no soldier beinsf arrested or 

not to receive 

pay. confined for debt in any prison, gaol, or other place, 

shall be entitled to any part of his pay or allowances, from the day 
of such arrest or confinement until the day of his return to the 
regiment, troop, company, or detachment to which he shall belong, 
or shall be ordered to join. 

Soldiers taken (72) And be it further enacted, that every soldier § 
pa^SokUers^*^ taken prisoner by the enemy shall forfeit 

on proving that all right or claim to pay and allowance during the 
avwdabr*^ taken remaining a prisoner, and until he shall 

prisoners, may again retum to the Company’s service : provided al- 
recover arrears of ways, that Upon the return of every soldier to the 
Company’s service, due inquiry shall be made as to 
the conduct of such soldier in relation to his being made prisoner, 
and during the period of his so remaining a prisoner, and before 

2 I S return 
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court-martial, which shall be constituted under any article of -war 

4 Goo. 4, niade by his Majesty, for the purpose of investigating such ca^;s; 

c. Kl, and every soldier wlio shall prove to the satisfaction of the court, L 

^ oath of himself or others, or in such manner as such court shaj , 

require (and which oath every such court is hereby authorized to 
administer), that he was fairly and unavoidably taken prisoner in th^c 
course of service, without any wilful neglect of duty on his pai^t, 
and that he hath not served with or under or in any manner aided' or 
assisted the enemy, and that he hath returned as soon as possible to 
the Company’s service, shall be thereupon entitled to receive either 
the whole of any such arrears of pay or allowances, or a proportion 
thereof, as shall he adjudged by any such court. 

Postage. 

§ 73. (73) And whereas by a certain act passed in the Seamen em- 

lorticth year of the reign of his late Majesty, King 
(leorge the Third, intituled, “ An Act to amend Ihree Indies or 8t. He- 
** Acts, made in the Thirty-hrst, Forty-hrst, and 

Forty-second Years of His present Majesty, relating officer 
<< to the Conveyance of Letters and Packets by the vates serving 
Post seamen employed in his Majesty’s navy, and 
non-commissioned officers in the army, within any part forces or in East- 
of his Majesty’s dominions, whilst actually employed l»thyCom]>aiiy’s 
in his Majesty’s service, were authorized to send and ceive thi"i*e let- 
receive by the post, on their private concerns only, ters free iVom 
single letters, upon payment of one penny for each 
letter, under the several restrictions in the said act i^/. for each leiur 
contained : and whereas it is expedient to extend the putting it into 
provisions of the said act to seamen in the navy, and *Inay*leiid ’ 
to non-commissioned officers and soldiers whilst ac- letters, the party 
tually employed in his Majesty’s service in the East- 
Indies, and at the island of St. Helena, and also to the sca-postage and 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers actually ern- for inland- 
ployed in the service of the East-India Company, 
subject to such modifications as are hereinafter contained ; be 
it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing of this act,* 
it shall and may be lawful to and for every seaman employed 
in his Majesty’s navy, within any part of the East-Indies, or at 
the island of St. Helena, and to and for every scijeant, corporal, 
drummer, trumpeter, fifer, and private soldier in his Majesty’s regu- 
lar forces, militia, fenciblc regiments, artillery, or royal marines, 
whilst actually employed in his Majesty’s service in the East-In- 
dies, or at the island of St. Helena; and also to and for every 
serjeant, corporal, drummer, trumpeter, filer, and private soldier in 
the service of the said Company, whilst actually employed in the 
service of the said Company, and not otherwise, to receive single 
s letters 
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letters by the post, on his own private concerns only, free from all LAWS, 
postage, except the sum of one penny for each single letter, to be 
paid upon putting the same into any post-office in Great-Britain or 4 Gco. 4 , 
Ireland; provided that the several regulations and restrictions con- c. 81, 
tained in the hereinbefore recited act shall have been complied with ; ^ 

and likewise to send by the post, on his own private concerns alone, 
single letters, upon payment, by the party receiving the same, of the 
sum of twopence for the sea postage of each such letter, and of the 
aforesaid further sum of one penny for the inland postage of each 
such letter, making in the whole the sum of threepence for each 
such letter ; provided that if any such letter shall be delivered into 
one of his Majesty’s post-offices in Great-Britain or Ireland free of all 
expense to his Majesty or the revenue of the post-office, such letter 
shall be chargeable with the inland postage of one penny as atbre- 
said, and to no other charge ; provided also, that the several regu- 
lations and restrictions contained in the said hereinbefore recited act 
shall have been complied with. 

Perjury. 

Punislimcnt for (74) And bc it further enacted, that any person § HI. 
fals.c- 1 . wearing. rjnd knowingly giving false testimony, on oath 

or solemn declaration, in any case wherein an oath or solemn decla- 
ration is required to be made by this act, sliall bc deemed guilty 
of wilful and corrupt perjury, and being thereof duly convicted shall 
be liable to such pains and penalties as by any laws now in ibree any 
persons convicTcd of wilful and corrupt perjury are subject and 
liable to ; and every commissioned officer convicted before a general 
court-martial of perjury shall be cashiered ; and every non-commis- 
sioned officer or soldier, or other person amenable to the provisions of 
this act, Ibund guilty thereof, shall be punished at the discretion of a 
general or regimental court-martial. 

Recruits, 

Recruits con- (75) And be it further enacted, that any person who § 4 (>. 
Ues'puiiislKii"e enlist into the Company’s forces, and who shall 

be discovered to bc incapable of active service, by 
reason of any infirmity which shall have been concealed by such 
person, or not declared before the justice of the peace at the time 
of liis attestation, and mentioned at the foot tliereof, may bc trans- 
ferred into any garrison, or veteran or invalid battalion, or into his 
Majesty’s or Company’s marine forces, notwithstanding he shall have 
been enlisted for any particular regiment, and shall be entitled to 
receive such portion or residue of bounty only as shall be allowed by 
the said Company, by any regulation made in that behalf, in lieu and 
instead of the bounty upon which such man shall have been enlisted ; 
any thing in any act or acts of parliament, or any rules or regulations 
relating to soldiers, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

2 I 4- 


(76) And 
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(76) And be it turther enacted, that all officers and Alter embarka- 
soldiers who shall be enlisted in or transferred to the 

service of the United Company, and all officers in the to Mutiny Act. 
said Company’s service who may proceed in charge of or be appointed 
to do duty with such enlisted or transferred officers and soldiers, 
shall, from and after their embarkation to go abroad to such place 
whereto they shall be sent in the service of the said Company, be 
and hereby are adjudged to be, during their passage, subject to all 
the provisions and regulations of this act, and to all such provisions 
and regulations as officers and soldiers in the pay of the said United 
Company shall from time to time be subject to at the garrrison or 
place to which such officers and soldiers shall be sent. 

(77) And forasmuch as it may happen tljat offences Oironces by 
may be committed by the said officers and men after 

, . , 1 . 1 X n 1 • -1 1 . at dosti- 

tneir embarkation, and belore their arrival at tlieir nation, <o;^rii/a- 

placc of destination abroad, which nevertheless can- ar- 

not be tried and punished during their passage in 
such manner as such offences ought to be tried and punish- 
ed ; be it therefore enacted, that in every such case every such 
officer or soldier shall and may, after his arrival at his place of 
destination abroad, be tried and punished for every offence com- 
mitted after his embarkation and before his arrival, in the same 
manner as he would have been liable to be tried and punished if such 
offence had been committed in any place where the offender could 
have been tried by any court-martial field under the authority of this 
act. 

Regulations. 

(78) And be it further enacted and declared, that Uegulations 
all regulations and orders made respecting the adini- o,ougjr not pm- 
nistration of justice by courts-martial, or in any man- vided for by for- 
ner respecting the government, economy, or discipline 

of officers or soldiers and followers of the army of the ai t be published, 
said United Company, although not expressly pro- Geo. 2, e. y. 
vided for in the said act passed in the twenty-seventh year of his 
Majesty King George II, intituled, ‘‘ An Act for punishing Mutiny 
“ and Desertion of Officers and Soldiers in the Service of the United 
“ Company of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, 
“ and for the Punishment of Offences committed in the East-Indics, 
“ or at the Island of St. Helena,” and acted upon by the govern- 
ments or military authorities at the several presidencies of Fort 
William, Fort St. George, and Bombay, arc and shall be to all intents 
or purposes valid, and shall continue valid until this act shall be 
published and in force ; and all acts or proceedings done or had under 
such orders or regulations are hereby ratified and confirmed. 

Transportation . 

(70) And be it further enacted and declared, that IVaiwportation 
in case of any non-commissioned officer or soldier l^esiTtion. 

tried 
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tried and convicted of desertion, wheresoever the court-martial which 
shall pass sentence upon such trial shall not think the offence deserv- 
ing of capital punishment, such court-martial may, instead of award- 
ing a corporal punishment, adjudge the offender, according to the 
nature of his offence, if they shall think fit, to be transported as a 
felon for life, or for a certain term of years ; and if such non-com- 
missioned officer or soldier, having been adjudged to be transported 
as a felon, shall afterwards, without leave from the governor or 
commanding officer of the place to which he shall have been trans- 
ported, return into or be found at large without leave as aforesaid, 
or other lawful cause, within any part of his Majesty’s dominions, or 
any of the possessions or territories which are or may be under the 
government of the said United Company, other than the place to 
which he shall have been transported before the expiration of the 
term limited by such sentence, and shall be convicted thereof in the 
ordinary course of law, every such person shall be deemed anil ad- 
judgi'd guilty of felony, and shall suffer deatli as a felon, without the 
benefit of clergy. 

Power of com- (80) Provided also, and be it enacted, that in all 
cases whereiji a capital punislimcnt shall have been 
awarded by a court-martial, it shall be lawful for the 
officer commanding in chief the forces at the presidency to which the 
offender shall belong, and having power to appoint or authorize the 
appointment of such court-martial, instead of causing such sentence 
to be carried into execution, to order the offender to be transported 
as a felon for life, or for a certain term of years, as to the said officer 
commanding in chief may seem meet; and if the person so transported 
in pursuance of such order shall afterwards, without leave from the 
governor or commanding ollicer of the place to which he shall have 
been transported, return into or be found at large without leave as 
aforesaid, or ether lawful cause, within any part of his Majesty’s 
dominions, or any of the possessions or territories which arc or may 
be under the government of the said Company, other tlian the place 
to which he shall have been transported, before the expiration of the 
term limited by such order, and shall be duly convicted thereof, he 
shall suffer death. 

Notice to a (81) Provided always, and be it further enacted^ 
Hwanl’ ^of whenever any sentence of transportation passed 
transportation, by any court-martial in the East-Indies, or in the other 
possessions or territories which arc or may be under the government 
of the said Company beyond the seas or in foreign parts, is to be car- 
ried into execution, or mercy shall be extended to any offender liable 
to the punishment of death by tlie sentence of any court-martial upon 
condition of transportation, the same shall be notified in writing by 
the officer commanding in chief, or in the absence of the officer 
commanding in chief, tlien by the udjiitant-gcn oral for the time being, 
to some judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature of the presidency 

under 
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under which such cfFcnder shall serve; and thereupon such judge 
shall make an order ibr the transportation of such offender, upon the 
terms and for the time which shall be specified in such notification, 
and shall also make such other order or orders, and do all such other 
acts consequent upon the same, as any such judge is authorized to 
make or do with respect to oflenders ordered to be transported by 
sentence of the criminal courts of India ; and the governor in council 
of such presidency, or governors of such settlement, island, territory, 
or country respectively, shall and they are hereby required to take 
order for the transportation of all such offenders accordingly ; and all 
such orders and acts shall be obeyed and done in respect to such 
offenders, and shall have the like consequence, as in cases of persons 
convicted of crime and sentenced to be transported, or receiving 
pardon on condition of transportation ; and every person so ordered 
to he transported shall be subject respectively to all and every the 
provision and provisions made by law and now in force concerning 
persons convicted of any crime and sentenced to be transported, or 
receiving pardon on condition of transportation. 


RECRUITS FOR THE COMPANY'S EUROPEAN 
FORCES. 

The mode of raising recruits for the Company’s Europeim 
force in India, formed one of the earliest subjects of discussion 
between the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India 
and the Court of Directors, after the establishment of the 
former authority in 1784. 

The Company at that period recruited under the provisions 
of the 32d section of the act of the 21st Geo. Ill, cap. 65, 
the King’s warrant being issued from time to time on appli- 
cation from the Court of Directors, who entered into contracts 
with parties to raise recruits on certain stated terms. The 
recruits so raised were first approved by the Company’s 
inspecting officer and surgeon, and afterwards by his Majesty’s 
inspecting officer. Notwithstanding these precautions, repre- 
sentations were received from India pointing out the ineffi- 
ciency of many of the parties sent out. In the arrangements 
of 1796, by which the whole of the Company’s military 
establishments were revised, the Court declared their intention 
to recruit their European corps in the manner pursued in 
his Majesty’s service ; it was accordingly resolved to apply to 
Parliament for the sanction of the Legislature to the adoption 

of 
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of such a measure, anc] likewise for establishing a depot, 
under proper regulations, where the recruits should be received 
when enlisted, for the purpose of being trained and disciplined, 
and thereby acquire habits of subordination, regularity, and 
clecanliness, previously to their embarking, and also be fitted 
to join their corps in a much shorter period after reaching 
India than heretofore. 

Colonel Sir Henry Montague Cosby, who had been absent 
from India beyond the term of five years, anti consequently 
out of the Company’s service, under the 33d section of the 
act of 1793, was restored to his rank, for the express purpose 
of siq^erin tending and commanding the depot — tlie Hoard of 
Commissioners concurring therein. 

Circumstances subsequently occurred which led to the 
postponement of the measure of forming a depot. The 
delay occasioned a communication from Mr. Dundas, pointing 
out the necessity of immediately adopting some plan for eflec- 
tually curing the defects of the existing recruiting system : 
his Majesty’s warrant, which had been transmitted to the India- 
House by mistake, was recalled. 

Considerable difference of o])inion existed as to the most 
eligible course to be pursued. The House of Commons, on 
the 22d December 1796, called for copies of all the proceed- 
ings of the Court of Directors, and of the correspondence 
which had passed between the Court and their Governments 
abroad, on the subject of recruiting the Company’s Kuropean 
forces in India. The matter was again brought to the notice 
of the Court of Directors by the chairman on the 3()th of 
that month : and, on the 4th of January following, the Court 
resolved, by the ballot, that a depot should be formed with all 
convenient despatch. The resolution was communicated to 
the General Court on the 17th, when a ballot was demanded 
on the question, to approve the draft of a bill to be proposed 
to Parliament, to enable the Company to carry the plan into 
effect: the ballot took place on the 24th of January, when the 
question was lost; the numbers for it being 291, and against 
it 470. 

In the early part of the following year, the subject was again 
discussed, and a lengthened correspondence took place between 

His 
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Ilis Royal Highness the Commandev-iii-Chief, the Board of 
Commissioners, and the Court of Directors. The result led to 
the establishment of a depot ; and an act of Parliament was 
passed in July 1799, 39th Geo. Ill, cap. 109, authorizing 
the Company to train, array, exercise, and discipline recruits 
raised for their service, during the stay of such recruits in 
England; and likewise subjecting them to martial law prior 
to embarkation, and also during the voyage to India. The 
Company were not to enlist, or have in pay at any one time, 
more than two thousand men. 

In 1801, the depot was established in the Isle of Wight, 
where it remained until 1815, when it was transferred to 
Chatham. Hic recruits raised under the act of the 39th, were 
for general service, and subsequently transferred to the Com- 
pany on the application of the Court of Directors. In 1810, 
tlie 50th Geo. Ill, cap. 87, was piissed, under which recruits 
might be enlisted either for life or a limited service of twelve 
years, and for the Company’s European infantry or for their 
artillery. Parties enlisted under the said acts are required to 
take the oath of allegiance and other prescribed oaths hereafter 
mentioned. After embarkation, all soldiers enlisted in or trans- 
ferred to the service of the Company, and all officers in the Com- 
pany’s service who may proceed in charge of, or be appointed 
to do duty with such soldiers, arc subject to the provisions of 
the 4th Geo. IV, cap. 81 ; and all offences, of wliich any of 
the said parties may be guilty previous to their arrival at the 
place of destination, are cognizable after their arrival. 

Provisions are inserted in the annual Mutiny Act for the 
relief of parties hastily enlisting; also for inflicting penalties 
on persons advertizing for recruits for the Company’s service 
without authority, which are also noticed in the following 
laws. 


1799. 
39 Geo. 3, 
c. 109, 

§ 1 . 


LAWS. 

An Act J'or better Recruiting the Forces of the Easl^India Comj)any. 
(1) Whereas the United Company of Merchants of Preamble.— 
England trading to the £ast>Indies are by law enti- ordcr^oISs* iS 
tied to maintain and keep up, and at their own costs lcv> rnvntoKcivc 
and charges do maintain and keep up, u military force East- In- 

to 
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dies ill iiis Ma- in their settlements abroad, fur the defence and protec- 

territorial acquisitions and revenues of 
forces, who shall which they arc in possession, and for the defence and 
take the follow- protection of their trade ; and certain regulations are 
mg oath. established for the said Company’s raising recruits in 

(Jreat Britain, but no provision is made, by virtue of which such 
recruits can be trained, arrayed, exercised, or disciplined, during 
their abode in this kingdom, or whereby they can be subjected to 
military law previous to their embarkation for, and during their pas- 
sage to the places where the said United Company arc entitled to 
maintain and keep such militia force : and whereas it is expedient that 
his Majesty’s officers should he authorized in certain cases to enlist 
recruits for service, either in his Majesty’s troops or in the forces of 
the said United C’ompany, as his Majesty shall think fit to direct ; 
and that all recruits so raised and transferred over to, or enlisted by 
officers in the service of the said United Company, should be trained, 
arrayed, exercised, and disciplined in the use of arms, previous to their 
departure for places abroad ; and that they should be subjected to 
military law during their abode in this kingdom, and during their 
passage to, and betore their arrival at such places : may it therefore 
please your Majesty that it may be enacted ; and be it enacted by 
the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, that 
it shall and may be lawful to and for his Majesty, his heirs and suc- 
cessors, to order and cause sucli of his officers as he shall see fit, to 
levy, enlist, and raise such number of men as from time to time his 
Majesty shall think fit, for the special purpose ol’ serving in the East- 
Indics, either in his Majesty’s troops, or in the forces of the said 
United Company ; and that the recruits to be raised for such special 
purpose, instead of taking tlie oath of’ fidelity appointed to be taken 
by the rules and articles for the better government of all his Majesty’s 
forces, sliall take the following oath ; (that is to say,) 

Oatli. I, A. B., being enlisted to serve cither in his Ma- 

jesty’s troops or in the forces of the East-India Company, accord- 
“ ing as his Majesty shall think fit, do swear, that 1 will bear true 
“ allegiance to our Sovereign Lord King George, and that I will, as 
‘‘ in my duty bound, defend him in his person, crown, and dignity, 
against all his enemies ; and that so long as I shall remain in his 
“ Majesty’s service, I will duly observe and obey his Majesty’s orders, 
“ and the orders of the generals and officers set over me by his 
“ Majesty; and that if his Majesty shall please to appoint me to 
‘‘ serve in the forces of the United Company of ^lercliants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, then I sw^ear that I will also be 
‘‘ true to the said United Company, and will duly observe and obey 
‘‘ all their orders, and the orders of their generals and officers, who 
shall be lawfully set over me,” 

(2) And 
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(2) And be it further enacted, that on such recruits Which jnsticos 

being carried before a justice of the peace, in pursu- of The*^*^’ 

ance of an act, passed in the present session of Par- oath prescriboil 
HamenC, intituled, “ An Act for Punishing Mutiny and 

Desertion, and for the better Payment of the Army 

and their Quarters ;** or in pursuance of any act hereafter to be 
passed for the same purposes, such justice shall tender and administer 
such oath as is hereinbefore mentioned, instead of the oath prescribed 
by the said articles of war; and the same (if taken by such recruits) 
shall be so expressed in the certificate to be given by such justice, in 
the form required by the said act. 

(3) And he it further enacted, that it shall and may iL's Majesfy, 
be lawful to and for his Majesty, his heirs and succes- (” 

sors, upon the petition of the Court of Directors of the tors, may cause 
said United Company, to cause so many recruits or 

I «. . 1 11 1 1 • 1 1 1 • ^/r . » transferred to the 

soldiers, who shall have been raised by his Majesty s service of the 
officers for the special purpose hereinbefore mentioned, (’onipauy. 
as the said Court of Directors shall petition for, and as his Majesty, 
his heirs or successors, shall see fit to grant, to be transferred over to 
the service of the said United Company, which transfer shall be made 
by such recruits or soldiers being delivered over by such olficer in his 
Majesty’s service, who shall have the command of them, at such place 
as his Majesty shall think proper to appoint, to such person or persons 
as the said Court of Directors shall appoint to receive them. 

(4) Provided always, and be it enacted, that the said (’ompuny nut 
United Company shall not be obliged to receive into 
their service any recruit or soldier who shall be an 
invalid, or who shall have any bodily infirmity. 

(5) And be it further enacted, that the said United 
Company shall pay unto such person or persons, for !'“[’[! rjirci-a 
the use of his Majesty, as shall be appointed for that upon for sm li re- 
purpose, ill writing, by the Commissioners of his Ma- ‘''*’V**i* 

* ‘ , O' subsistence Irom 

jesty s treasury, or any three or more ol them, or by enlistment. 

the Lord High Treasurer for the time being, such sum 
and sums of money as from time to time shall be agreed upon 
between one of his Majesty’s principal secretaries of state on behalf 
of his Majesty and the said Court of Directors, to reimburse the 
expense of raising such recruits and soldiers as shall be transferred 
into the service of the said United Company in manner hereinbefore 
mentioned; and that, over and above such sum, the said United 
Company shall in like manner pay to such person or persons, as aibre- 
said, the costs of the subsistence of eacli recruit, from the time of his 
enlistment to the time of his being delivered over to the said United 
Company, as hereinbefore mentioned. 

(6) And be it further enacted, that the said United Company may 
Company shall and may deposit, keep, maintain, pay, 

train. 


ubligcd to re- 
ceive inv.iliiis. 


Company to 
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ed under recited train, and exercise in the use of arms, such men as 
fbrrcdumler^ enlist and engage in their 

in Great Britain, service, under and by virtue of the authority of the 

Guernsey, or g^jj twenty-first year of his Majesty’s reign, 

Jorsov mitl iiiciv w ^ v af o 

make drafts to be ^^^d such men as shall be transferred over to their 

sent abroad. service in manner herein-mentioned, in any of his 
Majesty’s garrisons, or at such other place or places within Cireat 
Britain, or the islands of Guernsey or Jersey, as sliall be approved of 
by his Majesty ; and that the said United Company, or their Court of 
Directors, may, from the men so enlisted or transferred as aforesaid, 
make drafts of non-commissioned officers and soldiers, to be from time 
to time sent abroad in the said United Company’s service, as they 
shall think proper and necessary. 


Court of Di- 
rectors, with the 
approbation of 
!us IMajesty, may 
appoint officers 
lioldiiig commis- 
sions from his 
Majesty and the 
Company for 
disciplining the 
men, out of 
whom they may 
appointserjeants, 
&c. 


(7) And be it further enacted, that for the purpose 
ol‘ raising, receiving, keeping, training, and exercising 
the men so enlisted by license from his Majesty as 
aibresaid, it shall and may be lawful for the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company, with tlie appro- 
bation of his Majesty, signified under the hand-writing 
of one of Ill’s Majesty's principal secretaries of' state, to 
appoint, from and amongst such officers in the service 
of tlie said United Company, as may be in England, on 
furlough or by leave of absence, from their duty in 
India, or w'ho have retired from the service of the said 


Company, and shall hold and have commissions from his Majesty as 
wtII as from the said United Company, one commanding officer, and 
such other commissioned officers, of such ranks and w ith such com- 


missions as shall be necessary for the training, exercising, and dis- 
ciplining such men so enlisted or transferred as aforesaid, until they 
shall be sent abroad ; and that it shall also be law ful for the said 


Court of Directors to appoint, from tlie number of men so enlisted or 
transferred as aforesaid, such number of serjeants, corporals, drum- 
mers, and fifers, as shall be necessary for the same purpose. 


Company not 
to enlist above a 
certain number 
of men, nor ap- 
point more than 
the necessary 
number of com- 
missioned ofK- 
cers.— Officers 
not to have any 
power longer 
than they hold 
commissions ' 
from bis Majesty. 
— No more than 
a certain number 
of men enlisted, 
and not transfer- 
red, shall be 


(8) Provided ahvays, and be it enacted, that it shall 
not be law'ful for the said United Company to eidist or 
have in pay at any one time, or to train or discipline at 
any one time, by virtue of tliis act, any greater number 
of non-commissioned officers and private men than 
tw'O thousand, nor shall it be lawful for the Court of 
Directors of the said Company to appoint any greater 
number of nOn-commissioned officers than the number 
of men to be so raised and disciplined shall require ; 
nor shall the officer so appointed to command, or any 
other commissioned officer to be appointed as afore- 
said, be continued in the said appointment, or have any 
power or authority to command, train, or discipline the 
said men so enlisted, longer than he shall continue to 

hold 
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§ 9. 


§ 10 . 


Conij>.iny, "iili 

tiio appri'iviliou 
of l)is IMnjostN, 
may apj)i)i<»t 
•{(Jrtiffi-nur'.Ji.Ms, 

Ac. 


hold a commission from his Majesty, his heirs or sue- maintained with- 
ccssors ; and his or their said appointment, powers, 

^ authorities, and commands, shall cease and determine, and become 
utterly void, from and immediately after the said commission shall be 
revoked, determined, or otherwise made void by his Majesty, his heirs 
or successors : provided also, that from and after the passing of this 
act, and until the 2oth day of March one thousand eight hundred, 
no greater number of men than three thousand of men enlisted for 
the special purpose aforesaid, and not transferred by his Majesty to 
the service of the said Company, shall, at any one time, be main- 
tained by his Majesty within this realm ; and that, from and after the 
said day, no greater number of such men shall be so maintained than 
shall be specially ineluded within the provisions ol' such act or acts of 
Parliament, as may Irom time to time be made and be in force for the 
pimishment of mutiny and desertion, or for the disc ipline and govern- 
ment of his Majesty's forces in (ireat Britain. 

(9) Provided also, and be it farther enacted, that it 
shall and may be lawful for the said Company, with 
his Majesty’s approbation so signified as aforesaid, to 
appoint such quartenuasters, paymasters, and otlier 
persons, as may be necessary I'or di.^clplining and train- 
ing, attending, and otherwise taking care of the said men so enli-^ted 
and transferred, over and above the number of cominis>;ioned officers 
hereinbefore mentioned, wliether the said persons shall be in their 
service or not. 

(10) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it cm’ p jy to 

shall not be lawful for the said United Company to 

pay or allow any greater pay. or other sums, to the non-iotnufi'.- 
commissioned and non-conn))issioned ami staff' officers 

. , . . . . , ofllCt-TS. 

to be appointed to raise, receive, train, exercise, and 
discipline the said uien, than after the rates following ; that is to say, 
not more than ten shillings per day to each captain, not more than 
five shillings per day to eacli subaltern ofliccr, over and above the pay, 
according to tlicir rank, which they shall be entitled to during their 
being in this country on furlough or leave of absence, or retired from 
their service ; nor more than five shillings per day to each quarter- 
master, one hundred and twenty pounds per annum to each pay- 
master, two shillings per day to each serjeant, one shilling and sixpence 
per day to each corporal, five shillings per day to each surgeon, and 
one hundred pounds per annum to one chaplain ; such last-mentioned 
sums to be tlie full allowance 'to which in any case such officers shall 
he entitled (save and except the regimental pay which such officers 
may he entitled to, according to their respective ranks, and save and 
except such barrack allowances as are usually to be given to officers 
in his Majesty’s service when quartered in barracks). 

(11) And be it further enacted, that the said pay, so Pay to be U\ 

full of all eiiio- 


to be made to the said officers respectively as aforesaid, 


shall 
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ainuMits, iijwl shall I)C in full satisliiction of all finohiments wliatso- 
ever; and that the clotliing for tho said men, and all 
tlio (liivrnirs Other things whatsoever, neco'^Tury to he provided for 
sliall tliink best. or ior (he place in which thc'y shall be deposited 

and kept, shall be provided by the said rnited (’oinpan}^ upon the 
best terms, and in such manner as shall ap))ear to the Court of Direc- 
tors of the said Company to be hot suited to that purpose. 

(Wrim-s nnd And be it furt])er I'uacted., that in e:Jse the said 

iriLMi to be M!b- jo {34^ enli>ted into, or transferred over to the 

ect to tile cum- ’ 

'in.'ind.'ints ol'frar- service of the said I'nited Com]>any, sliaii be deposited 

ri-oiis or bar- pjj. v*s garrisons or barracks, 

lacle., aiiil to nrir- ,, \ : , , T- “ ' 1 i • • 1 

take ill the dii- recruits and soldiers, and the eommissioneu 

des. ;i»)d non-commissioned oliictrs h.ning the command of, 

or being employed in the training, exerci>ing, and arraying such 
recruits or soldiers, shall at all times be subject to the command and 
orders of the comniaiulant of such garrison or barracks, or in bis 
absence to the senior officer in bis bfajcsly’s ser\lce, or the o/Iicer tor 
the time being commanding in such garrison or barracks ; and that 
the commissioned and non-commissioned officers, to be appointed by 
the said Ihiited C'omjiany to the eommand o’.’, or for t!ie (raining, 
oxereising, or arraying such recruits as al’oresaid, shall at all times par- 
take in and perform the duties of any o(‘ his >lajt*sty’s garrisons or 
barracks in which they may be stationed. 


Orders ui* ilic ( 13 ) Vnil 1)0 it fui’ther enacted, tied all orders which 
Idveti dm given hy the saiil rnifed (.’ompany, or their 

Midi comniiind- C’ourt of Directors, to their otlieers so stationed at any 
of his ?^Iajosty^s garrisons or barracks, shall be given 
and passed tbroiigb the commandant or senior ollicer commanding at 
such garrisons or l)arracks. 

Deseiiirs ni:iy (l-J) And be it furtiier cnacied, ti’at if ary person 
l)(* .ijipiCiiondiMl shall be i iilisted and engaged by the said United 

iVuin bi, .Mail's- roinpany, iiiuh'r the authority of the s.iid act of the 
ly’s twenty-first year of his ^Majesty's reign, or who shall 

be transferred over to the service of the said United Uompany as 
herein mentioned, shall afterwards desert, or be found wandering, or 
otherwise illegally absenting himself from the service of the said 
United Comjiany, it shall and may hi* lawful for any constable, bead- 
borou -b, or tytbingman of the town or place where any such person 
who may be reasonably suspected to be a deserter shall be found, to 
apprehend or cause him to be apprehended in tin; same manner as if 
he were a deserter from bis Majesty’s service ; and every constable, 
hcadboroiigb, tytbingman, justice of the peace, or magistrate, shall 
have the same power and authority, and |)roceed in tlie same manner 
as he or they would have had. or as he or they would have proceeded 
in, if the person liad been a deserter from his ^lajesty’s service ; and 
every keeper of any gaol, house of correction, or prison, to which 

"2 K ' such 
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such person sliall bo committed, shall be entitled to receive the full 
subsistence oC such deserter, during the lime he shall remain in tlieir 
custody, for tlie maintenance of such deserter, and shall receive and 
confine hini or them in the same manner as if he or they had been a 
deserter from his ^lajesty’s service. 

(lo) Frovided always, that nothing in this act con- IVisons appre- 
tained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to "to 
authorize any justice to j)ay or cause to be paid any to muIi itward 
reward to any person or persons, who shall apprehend <>n*y 

/ t , / , , paiiy may give. 

or cause to be apprehended any person or persons who 

.shall desert from the service of the East-India Company, nor shall 

the person or persons apprehending the same he entitled to any other 

reward than the East-lndia Company may voluntarily give I'or such 

apprehension. 

(IG) And be it further enacted, that all such officers Odic-irs ami 
and soldiers as shall be raised and enlisted by virtue of 
this act shall, at all times and until their embarkation, in* Miiycit to tin- 
bo subject to all the provisions and regulations of the 
said act, made in the present session of parliament, provisions of 
intituled, “ An Act for Punishing Mutiny and Dcsct- 
“ tion, and for the better Payment of the Army and their Quarters,'* 
during the continuance of the same act in (Ireat Hritain, and after 
the expiration thereof to such other act or acts of parliament, pro- 
visions, and regulations, as shall from time to time be made and be in 
force for the discipline and government of his Majesty’s forces in 
Great Rritain ; and after their embarkation to the provisions of tlie 
4th (ieo. IV, cap. 81, 

(17) And whereas for more elFectually suppressing His iMaJtsty 
mutiny and dcserlion, and for the punishment of other 
oflences committed by officers and soldiers in the scr- holding general 
vice of the said United C^ompany, during the time of courts- martial, 
their being trained and disciplined by virtue of this act» or by any of 
the officers or non-commissioned officers employed on that service, it 
may be necessary that his Majesty should be enabled to convene 
courts-martial, or to authorize the same to be convened, consisting 
either in the whole or in part of officers in the service of the East- 
India Company who hold commissions from his Majesty : he it 
enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty from time to 
time to grant a commission for the holding of general courts-martial 
for the trial of offences committed by officers or soldiers in the service 
of the said United Company, during tlie time of their being so 
employed, and trained and exercised under the authority of this act, 
which courts- martial may either consist of officers appointed to train 
and discipline the said men, or of such other officers in the seiwice of 
the East-Iudia Company, holding commissions from his Majesty, as 
may be in Great Britain upon furlough, or by leave of absence, or of 

officers 
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officers in liis Majesty’s service in (ireat Britain, or of such numbers LAWS, 
and proportions oi* each, as to Ids Majesty shall seem meet ; and such — 
courts-martial shall in all other respects be convened, and have the coo a 
same powers and authorities, and their sentences shall be carried into c. mg, 

execution, as if they were couits-martial resjiecting his Majesty’s ^ 

lorces. 


Pa'^nncntfil (18) And 1)0 it further enacted, that regimental 

irtuU ^^'oiirts-martial, or courts-martial to be composed ol* 
eit. officer’s of dilferent corps, with the same powers as 

regimental courts-martial, may he convened for enquiring into sucli 
disputes or c riniinal matters as may come helore them, touching any 
of the non-commissioned oflicers or soldiers in the service of the said 
United (’ompany during the time of their being so employed and 
trained .md exercised as aforesaid, and for awarding corporal or other 
piinisinnents for small often ees ; and such courts-martial shall he con* 
slituted and proceeded, and their sentences shall he carried into exe- 
cution, in likii manner as if tliey were courts-martial respecting his 
Majesty’s forces. 


(oiirt of Hi- (ipj And he it further cnaded, that the Court of 
mit"a^ ivpm " of 5^a*d United C’ompany shall, and they 

the huiuImt of are hereby required aiul directed, twice in every year, 
mi ll loviLil, i\c. nialvo out a re])ort of the number of men levied and 

to tiu* s. cn-t.iry . ^ . 

of stall* and tlio subsisted by virtue of this act, and of all the orders 
coiiimantlir iii- issued, and every other matter or thing done or direct- 
ed to he done by them in the execution of this act, 
and to transmit one copy of the same to one of his AFajesty’s prin- 
cipal secret aril's of state, and another to the comnumder-in-chief of 
his Majesty’s forces. 

Public ai t. (20) And be it further enacted, that tin's act sliall he 

ileemed to be a public act, and shall he taken notice of as such, by all 
Judges and justices whomsoever, without specially pleading the same. 
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yi/f. Aci> to (imoul txm Ads, j'idatiujr to the rnts'ing Men Jnr the Semee 
of the Llast-India Company, and the Qaaricring and Billding such 
Men ; and in Trials hy Regimental Courts- MartiaL 


‘.19 Cm'o. :i, c. 
109.— JTCiio.'J, 

i*. 9.— Ill's Ma- 
jcbiy may order 
any of liiso/liivrs 
to enlist the 
nuiaber of men 
speeilied In the 
reeitoii act of .‘>9 
Geo. 9, c. 109, 
to serve in the 
Company’s 
forces in India 
for life or a li- 
mited time. 


(.21) Whereas an act passed in the thirty-ninth year 
of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act 
“ for the better Recruiting the Forces of the East- 
‘‘ India Company and whereas an act passed in the 
twenty-seventh year of the reign of his late Majesty 
King (jcorge II, intituled, “ An Act for Punisliing 
“ Mutiny and Desertion of Officers and Soldier.*> in 
‘‘ the Service of the United Company of Mercliants 
“ of England Trading to the East-Indies, and for tlic 
“ Punishment of Oftcnccs committed in tiie East- 
“ Indies or at the Island of 8t. Helena and whereas 
it would tend to the more speedy recruiting of tlie 
2 K 2 forces 
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LA^VS. forces of the Kast-Intliu Company, if men were pcrmltteil to enlist 
181 ^ for a limited time in the service of the said Company, without engag- 
50 Geo. 3, serve in his Majesty's forces; and provision must in such case 

c. 87, be inade for quartering and billetting the men so raised ; and wliereas 

^ it is also expedient that the provisions of tlie said recited act of his 
late Majesty King George 11, as to trials by regimental courts-martial, 
should be amended in relation to the members and witnesses being 
sworn, as now required on such trials in his Majesty’s regtdar forces; 
be it therdbre enacted by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in tliis present parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, tluit it shall be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs 
and successors, to order and cause such of his officers as he shall see 
fit, to levy, enlist, and raise such number of men, either for life or 
limited service, as his Majesty shall from time to time think fit, not 
exceeding the number of men specified in the said recited act of the 
thirty-ninth year of the reign of his present Majesty aforesaid, for the 
special purpose of serving in the East-Indies in the forces of the said 
United Company only. 

§ (2'2) And be it further enacted, that all soliiiers SoMiors to be 

enlisted into the service of the said United Company 
of Mercluints, shall be trained and disciplined and sub- tijcir embarka- 
ject to sucli command and regulations, and at all times 
and until their embarkation be subject to all the provisions of any 
net in force for llie punishment of mutiny and desertion, and the 
better payment of the army and tlicir quarters. 

§ 3. (93) And be it further enacted, that all the powers, of acts 

antliorifies, j)r()visions, clauses, rules, regulations, an^d 
restrictions, and penalties, and forfeitures, contained tend to tins act. 
and prescribed in any act or acts of parliament in force for the time 
being, in reiatinii to tiic quartering and billetting and provisioning of, 
and allowances in respect of such quartering and billetting of soldiers 
and officers in his Majesty’s service, and to the providing of carriages 
for the use of soldiers, shall, from and after the passing of this act, 
extend to all soldiers enlisted for or transferred into the service of the 
said United C’ompany of Merchants, as fully and effectually as if the 
same were severally and separately repeated and re-enacted in this 
act, and mftdc part thereof; any thing in the said act of the thirty- 
ninth year aforesaid, or any other act or acts of parliament to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

^ 4. ^24) And whereas it is expedient to allow men to ivren may cn- 

enlist in the service of the said United Company f*)r 
twelve years ; be it therefore enacted, that it shall be 
lawful for any person enlisting for limited service in the service of the 
said United Company, to enlist for twelve years, if at the time of 
such enlisting he shall be of the age of eighteen years and upwards, 

and 
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and if he shall be under eiglifeen yeari; of a"C. then lor such further 
period beyond twelve years as shall he equal to the dilfcrence between 
eighteen years and the age of the person so enlisting. 

After fliL* txj)i- (:>;*)) Provided always, and he it further enacted, that 
ration of tho hrst lawful for all persons wlio shall have been 

may re-enlisi. ewlisteil lor limited service in tlie lorces oi the said 
United (’onipany, after the exjiiration of the first period for which 
they shall have been severall}' enlisted, to rc-enlist for such further 
period as shall he allowed and appointed by any order of tlie gover- 
nor-general ill council in Bengal. 

Mon sorvin- in And he it further enacted, that it shall he la\v- 

thc* looal iiniitia ptT.'ion ballotted or enrolled to serve or 

serving in the local militia, to enlist or enter into the 
service of the United (’onijiany of Mercliants trading to the Kast- 
Indics, in like manner and at such times as any such person might or 
may enlist or enter into his Majesty’s regular Ibrees. 

Ills .MajiMy [ 27 ) And he it further enacted, that all regimental 
mImi!*ror\'ihls garrison and otlicr conrts-martiul whicli shall be 
t»y couits-mar- held for the trial of any oiTonees committed hy the 
troops in the service of the said United (-ompany, 
shall have full power and are hereby anthori/ed and required to take 
and administer sncli oaths, and to proceed in such manner in the trial 
of olfenees, as his Majesty shall from time to time think fit to order 
and direct. 


Clause for re- 
lief of pel S' I us 
hastily enlisting 
llii'inselves. — 
Sutli persons not 
paying iheeiilist- 
iiig anil subsist- 
enee-nioney 
within the limit, 
ed time to be en- 
listed ; in wliieh 
case, or if they en- 
list, the jiistiees to 
read over to tliein 
certain sections 
of the artieles of 
w.-ir and admi- 
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oaths. — ItecMiits 
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(ieo. .i, c. 1( ‘), 
for the Kast- In- 
dia Company’s 
serviee, &c. shrill 
take the oath of 
allegiance. — Re- 
cruits enlisted 


Aunufil Mutiny Act** 

(!28) Provided always, and it is hereby enacted and 
declared, that from and after the said twenty-fourth 
day of March one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
five, when and as often as 0113 ^ pc'r.son or persons shall 
be enlisted as a soldier or soldiers in liis Majesty's 
land service, he or they shall within four tlays, hut not 
sooner than hventy-fonr hours, after sncli enlisting 
resjicctively, be carried or go willi some oificer, non- 
commissioned officer, or private soldier belonging to 
the recruiting party b}" which he shall be enlisted, or 
with the person employed on the recruiting service with 
whom he shall have enlisted, before some justice of 
the peace of any county, riding, city, or place, or chief 
magistrate of any city or town corporate, residing or 
being next to or in the vicinity of tlie place, and acting 
for the division or district where such person or per- 
sons shall have been enlisted, and not being an officer 
in the army, and before sucli justice or chii'f magistrate 
he or they shall he at liberty to declare his or their 
dissent to such enlisting; and upon such declaration, 
ri K 3 and 
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* riu* proviMoij'. fi)i. mined in ihe ei.n»ses U.J and lOI. ui(I: liic hclicdiiks ailtiext’d, 
arc re-enacted in the Annn d .Mniiny Act. 
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and returning the enlisting money, and also each per- 
son so dissenting paying the sum of twenty shillings 
for the cliarges expended or laid out upon him, together 
with such full rate allowed by law for the subsistence 
or diet and small beer furnished to such recruit subse- 
quent to the period of his having been enlisted, such 
person or persons so enlisting shall be forthwith dis- 
charged and set at liberty in the presence ot* such jus- 
tice or chief magistrate; but if suerh person or persons 
shall refuse or neglect within the space of twenty-four 
hours after so declaring his or theur dissent, to return 
and pay such monc}^ as aforesaid, he or they shall be deemed and 
taken to he enlisted, as if he or they had given his or their assent 
thereto before the said justice or chief magistrate ; and if such person 
or persons shall declare his or their having voluntarily enlisted himsclt* 
or themselves, then such justice or chief magistrate shall and he is 
hereby recjuired forthwith to read over, or in his own presence to 
cause to be read over, to such person or persons, the third and fourth 
articles of the second section, and the iirst artii le of the sixth section, 


under 50 Gen. 
e. 87, shall take 
tluM)atlis in selie- 
dulcs (G ) ami 
(H.) — Name 
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of the articles of war agjiinst mutiny and desertion, and to tender and 
administer to such person or persons respectively, not only the oath of 
fidelity mentioned in the said articles of war, but also the oath men- 
tioned in the seheclule to this act annexed marked (A.), or if the per- 
son shall be desirous of enlisting without any limitation of period ol* 
service, the oath in the schedule to this act annexed marked (B.); 
and if such person or persons shall take the said oaths, then such 
justice or ehiel’ magistrate shall and he is hereby refpiired forthwith to 
certily under his hand the enlisting and swearing, together with the 
place of the birth, age, and calling, if known, of such j)erson or per- 
sons, in the form mentioned in the schedule to this act annexed 
marked (C.) if the oath in the form marked (A.) shall have been 
taken, and in the form marked (1).) il* the oath in the form marked 
(B.) shall have been taken ; except in the case of recruits enlisting to 
serve either in his Majesty’s troops or in the forces of the East-hulia 
Company, according as his Majesty .shall think fit, in pursuance of an 
act passed in the thirty-ninth year of the reign of his late Majesty 
King(rcorge III, intituled, “ An Act for better Jiecruiting the Forces 
“ of the East-1 ndia Company,** in which ease every such recruit shall, 
instead of the said oath ol’ fidelity, and ol‘ the oath contained in the 
schedule (A.) or (B.) to this act annexed, take the oath of allegiance 
directed by the said act of the thirty-ninth year of his saitl late 
Majesty, and contained in the schedule to this act annexed marked 
(E.); and the justice or chief magistrate shall certify such enlistment 
and swearing accordingly in the form mentioned in the schedule to 
this act annexed marked [V .) ; and except also in the case of recruits 
enlisted for the special purpose of .serving in the East-Indies, in the 
forces of the East-liidia ('onipany only, in pursuauee of an act passed 


in 
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ill the fiftictli year of’ the reign of his said late Majesty, intituled, An 
Act to Amend Two Acts relating to the raising iNTeii for the ISer- 
vice of the East-India Company, and the Quartering and IJilletting 
such Men, and to Trials by Regimental ('ourts-martiul,” in which 
case every such recruit shall, instead of the said oath of fidelity, take 
the oath directed to be taken by the said act of the fif’tieth year of his 
said late Majesty, and contained in the schedule to this act annexed 
marked (G.), and insteiid of the oath of service contained in the sche« 
dule (A.) or (15.) to this act annexed, shall take the oath directed to 
be taken by the said recited act of the fii’tieth year aforesaid, and 
contained in the schedule to this act annexed marked (H.) ; and the 
justice or magistrate shall certify such enlistment and swearing accord- 
ingly in tlie form mentioned in the schedule to tliis act annexed 
marked (I.) ; and if any such person or persons so to be certified shall 
willully refuse to take the said oath of fidelity before the said Justice 
or cliief magistrate, it shall and may be lawful for such officer, from 
whom he received such money as aforesaid, to detain and confine such 
person or persons, until he or tliey shall take the said oath of fidelity ; 
and cver}'^ military officer that shall act contrary hereto, or offend 
herein, shall incur the like penalty and forfeiture as is by this act 
inflicted upon any officer for making a false and untrue muster; and 
the penalty and forfeiture shall be levied and recovered in the same 
manner as any ])cnalties or i’orfeitures are by this act to be levied or 
recovered: provided always, that every non-coinmissioncd officer or 
private soldier who shall enlist any recruit shall at the time of sucli 
enlisting inquire the (diristian and surname and place of abode of 
such recruit, and either take the same down in writing, or give the 
same to the non-commissioned officer commanding the recruiting 
party, to be so taken down: provided also, that it shall be lawful for 
any justice of the peace to discharge any person who shall have 
hastily enlisted, and who shall apply to him to declare his dissent 
within such four days as aforesaid, upon payment ol’ the sum of 
money required to be paid by any recruit declaring his dissent under 
this act, notwithstanding no officer, non-commissioned officer, or pri- 
vate soldier belonging to the recruiting party shall he with the recruit, 
if it shall appear to such magistrate, upon tlie examination of such 
recruit or of any other person, tliat the recruiting party has left the 
place where such recruit was enlisted, or tl)ut such recruit could not 
procure any non-commissioned officer belonging to such party to go 
with such recruit before the justice of the peace ; and the sum paid 
by such recruit upon his discharge shall be kept by the justice of tlie 
peace, and paid when demanded to any person belonging to the 
recruiting parly entitled tliereto demanding the same. 

reiuilty on jKT- (29) And whereas various persons are in the habit 
n!r advertising for recruits for regiments of' the line, 

out authority. iho embodied militia, or for the service of the Ho- 
nourable the East-Iiidia Company, and also under the j)rctence of 

'i K I procurini; 
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procuring substitutes for the same, to the great detriment of the 
service ; he it therefore further enacted, that ail persons whomsoever 
who shall after the passing of this act advertise, post, or disperse 
or caused to he advertised, posted, or dispersed, bills for the purpose 
of procuring recruits or substitutes, or shall open or keep any houses 
or place of n ndezvous purporting in any manner whatever to be con- 
nected with the recruiting service <jr dcpartstient, for the line, 
emhodicil in’litia, or lui>t-lndiri (_\nn|)any, or shall interfere or be 
concerned directly or inuiiVLtly in any nianricr or way therewitli 
(exce|)t Slid; reernitine: p n iios as nurv be stationed under tlie com- 
mand and iliaelion of liie a.'^peelive lleld oliieers of districts, nithont 
the express pennissioii in writing* of tlie adhit.int-geiieral, if for tin: 
line, (jr enilnnlied nhliria, or of tlie Court of Directors if for the 
Honouraijle lv.isl-In(«/;i ( ’omp.ie.y s service'), or sliall receive any per- 
son or pers*>ns a^ at his iioiise or oltiee, under any such 

bill or advertisement on any preteiK'e whatexer, sliall forfeit the sum 
of twenty jnuinds t\)i every sneh oifence; to he recovered on convic- 
tion before a magi. trate, one moiety to tlie intornier, and the other 
to the poor oi‘ the parish uhere sneli information shall be laid; and on 
default of jiay incut tliereof shall he committed to llic common gaol 
or other public prison, at the discretion of the magistrate, for any 
period not exceeding three months, and not less than one month, for 
each ‘and every sti: h oHciice. 

tif AlL‘u^i(incL\ 

I, ^ being enlisitd to serve citlicr in his Majesty’s 

troops or in the forces of the Kast- India Company, according as his 
Majesty shall tl.ink lit, do swear, that I will hear true allegiance to 
our sovereign lord King (icorge, and tliat I will, as in my duty bound, 
defend him in his person, crown, anil dignity, against all his enemies ; 
and that so Jong as I sliall remain in his Majesty’s service, I will duly 
observe and obey hi'> Majesty’s orders, and tlie orders ol the gene- 
rals and oliieers set over me by his Majostys and that if Iiis Alajesty 
shall please to appoint me to serve in the forces ol the United ('om- 
2)any of Alereliants of Kngiand trading to the Kast- Indies, then 1 
swear that 1 w ill also he true to tlie said United Company, and will 
duly observe and obey all their orders, and the orders ol their gene- 
rals and oh'iceis v.lio sliall he lawfully set over me. 

To U'it . — ], , one of his Majesty’s justices of the 

peace of , certify, that , aged 

years, feet inches liigh, complexion, 

eyes, hair, came before nic at , 

on the day ol’ , one tlihusand eight hundred 

and , and acknowledged that he had voluntarily en- 
listed himself for the bounty of , to serve either in 

his Majesty's army or in the forces of the East-India Company, 
accordiinr as his Alaicstv shall think fit to order. And I further 

ccrtiiy, 
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tic-Ttify, that in iny presence the third and fourth articles of the second 
section, the first article of the sixth section of the articles of war 
against mutiny and desertion, and the notice contained in the schedule 
marked I).l). annexed to the act for punishing mutiny ;md desertion, 
were road over to him; and that he took the oath of allegiance pre- 
scribed by the act (jf tin? 30 Geo. Ill, c. 100, to be taken instead of 
the oath of fidelity mentioned in the said articles of war, and also the 

oatli above set forth ; and that be, , received tlie sum of 

, oil being attested. 

I, , being enlisted toservtiin the [infantry or artillery, 

as the case may be^ ol' the Mast-India Company, do swear, that I 
will boar trm* allogiance to our sovereign lord King George, and that 
t will, as in duty bound, defend liim in his person, erown, and 
dignity, against all bis I'nemies ; and I swear that 1 will also be true 
to the said United (Vmipany, and will duly observe and obey all their 
orders, and the orders oi’ their generals and officers who shall be 
lawfully set over me. 

I, , do make oath, that 1 am (or have been, as the case 

may be) [ stale occupation if any, or state if of none], and to tlic best 
of my knowledge and belief was born in [state (‘oimty, parish, or 

place, &c.], and that I am of the age of years, and that 

1 do not belong to the militia, or to any regiment in his Majesty’s 
service, or to his ^Majesty’s navy or marines ; and that I will serve the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East- 
Jndies, until I shall be duly and Icgall}' discharged [or if the recruit 
enlists (or limited service, then leave out the words scored under, and 
insert] for the period of twelve years [if the person enlisting is of 
the age ol‘ eighteen years or upwards, but if under eighteen years, 
then the difference between his age and eighteen to be added to such 
twelve years, as the case may he, and such period to be inserted 
instead of twelve years], provided the said United Company should 
so long refjuire my service. 

, one of his Majesty’s justices of the peace of 

, [or chief magistrate of ] do hereby certify, that 

appeared to be years old, feet - .■ 

inches high, complexion, eyes, hair, came 

before me at on tlic day of , and stated 

himself to he of the age of years, and that he had no 

rupture, and was not troubled with fits, and was no ways disabled 
by lameness, deafness, or otherwise, but had the perfect use of his 
limbs and hearing, and was not an apprentice legally bound so as 
to prevent his enlisting, and acknowledged, that he hud voluntarily 

enlisted himself for the bounty of , to serve the United 

Company of Merchants of England trading to the East- Indies, and 

did engage to serve for the period of [this blank to 

be filled up by the magistrate either until discharged or for years, as 

in 
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MILITARY FORCES, 
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in the preceding form of enlistment] ; and I do hereby certify, that 
in my presence the third and fourth articles of the second section, the 
first article of the sixth section of the articles of war against mutiny 
and desertion, and the notice contained in the scliedule marked D.D. 
annexed to the act for punishing mutiny and desertion were read 
over to him, and he took the oath of fidelity mentioned in Ihc act 
of the fiftieth year of his laic Majesty King (Icorge the Third, 
and also the oath above set forth; and that he received the sum 

of on being attested, and that I have given to the 

said •, a duplicate of this certificate signed with my 

name. 


MiLiTARV Stores and Fire-Arms. 

It is not lawful for any person to export military stores to 
any place on the continent of Asia between the river Indus 
and the town of Malacca, or in any island under the govern- 
ment of the Fast-India Company situate to the north of the 
equator, save only the Comptniy, or such jiarties as shall 
obtain their special leave or license for that jiiirpose. All 
ap])lications for such permission are to be made to the Court 
of Directors. This enactment was repealed in the 4th Geo. 
IV, cap. 80, consolidating the laws witli respect to the trade 
from and to })hices within the Company’s limits ; the latter act 
alone is given. 

In July 1813, an act was passed to ensure the proper ami 
careful manufacturing of fire-arms in Knglaiid, and for making 
provision for proving the barrels of such fire-arms, hut 
exempting from such proof tiny barrels used in the manu- 
facturing of any musquet, pistol, or other fire-arms for the 
use of the East-India Company. This act was amended in 
1815, by the 55th Geo. Ill, cap. 59. It may be observed tlmt 
all ordnance and fire-arms provided for tlie Company’s service 
undergoes the most severe and effective proof. 


L A W S. 

Milifari/ Stores. 

^1) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it Military suirps 
shall not be lawful for any person or persons to carry 
any military stores to any place upon the continent of license. 

Asia, 
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Asia, between the river Indus and the town of Malacca on the penin- 
sula of Malacca inclusive, or to the said Company’s factory of Ben- 
coolen, in the island of Sumatra, or its dependencies, save only the 
said United Company, or such as shall obtain their special leave and 
license in writing, or a special leave and license in writing under their 
authority for that purpose. 

Fire-Amts, 

Not to extend (2) Provided always, and be it further enacted and 
declared, that nothing in this act contained shall 
for military ser- extend, or be construed to extend to that part of the 
vKij, or for Hast- United Kingdom called Scotland, or to that part of the 
oiTipaiiy. Kingdom culled Ireland (except as to the forg- 

ing marks as in this act after-mentioned), or to the proving of any 
barrels used in the manufacturing of any musket, pistol, or other 
fire-arms, for the use of his Majesty’s forces, or for the Honourable 
East-India Company. 

Not to i‘xti‘nd (3) Provided always, and be it further declared and 
li^s**^>Iajcsty*^^or*^ enacted, that nothing in this act contained shall extend 
the East- India or be construed to extend to that part of the United 
Coinpany, or Kingdom called Scotland, or to that part of tlic Uttited 

specified. Kingdom called Ireland (except as to tlie forging marks 

as in this act after-mentioned), or to the proving of 
any barrels used in the manufacturing of any musket, pistol, or 
other fire-arms, for the use of his Majesty’s forces, or for the 
Honourable East-India Company, or to any barrels of the description 
hereinafter mentioned, xndelicety any barrels in the forged ground, 
finished or in any other state of manufacture, which shall be made or 
consist of stub or twisted stub iron, or other barrels usually termed 
best barrels (which said last-meiitione<l barrels may be and are 
hereby allowed to be sent, bought, or received for the purposes afore- 
said, in any number not exceeding the number of twenty, without 
being subject to any of the penalties of the said recited act or this 
act, except that such barrels shall be liable to the penalty for using 
barrels not duly proved and marked) ; and nothing in this act con- 
tained is to exempt or be construed to exempt such last-mentioned 
barrels from being proved and marked, as required by the said recited 
act and this act. 


the Ktist- India 
C'uinpany, or 
certain barrels 
specified. 
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JMISDEMEANORS and OFFENCES, 


LXAiVllNATION OF WITNESSES IN INDIA IN CIVIL 

CASES. 


In iiddilion to the Court of Commissioners, constituted by the 
act of the 24 th Geo. Ill, cap. 25, and the 26th Geo. Ill, cap. 57,^ 
and to the several enactments declaring the liabilities of parties 
to punishment who may be concerned in illicit trade, or be 
found residing in India without license, or who may have been 
unlawfully engaged in loans of money to native princes, there 
arc other prov isions which point out the mode of procedure for 
the trial of offences committed in India by the Court of King’s 
Bench, either at the instance of his Majesty’s attorney-general 
or of the Eiist-India Company ; likewise for the issue of a man- 
damus for the examination of witnesses, &c. in India. 

The enactments generally connected with the subject are 
noticed under this head ; those contained in other parts of this 
work arc given merely in the abstract; the remainder are 
stated at full length. 
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Breach (if Trust. 

(1) Breach of public trust, or embezzlement of public money, 
subject to fine and imprisonment. — (Vide Servants^ Civil and Military^ 
p. 030.) 

Counterfeiting Coin. 

(2) Counterfeiting current coin punishable witli transportation. 

(3) Uttering counterfeit coins punishable first offence with six 
months* imprisonment ; second with two years ; third with transporta- 
tion for life. 

(4) Certificate of former conviction in the courts, sufficient proof of 
such conviction. 

(5) Having in possession more than five pieces of counterfeit coin, 
without lawful excuse, punishable by fine, or three months’ imprison- 
ment.— (Vide Coiih P* 1^3.) 

Counterfeiting 

• Vide Courts of Judicature f page 257. 
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CouiUerfciling Licenses or Cerii/icates. ‘ ' 

(()) Counterfeiting licenses or certificates, or attested copies thereof, . 
punishable with fine and imprisonment — ( Vide p. 119.) c.ir.;), § 1 - 0 . 

Crimes^ Misdemcanorsy and Offences may be tried in the Court of 

Kings Bench. 

Governor-Generaly President, S^'C, 

(7) And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if t 

any governor-general, president, or governor or council of any ol‘ 
the said Company’s principal or other settlements in India, or the § ' 
chief justice, or any of the judges of the said supreme court of judica- 
ture to be by the said new charter established, or of any other court 
in any of the said United Company’s settlements, or any other person 
or persons who now arc, or heretofore have been employed by or in 
the service of the said United Company, in any civil or military sta- 
tion, olfice or capacity, or who have or claim, or heretofore have had 
or claimc'd any i)ower or authority, or jurisdiction, by or from the said 
United Company, or any of his Majesty’s subjects residing in India, 
shall commit any olfcnce against this act, or shall have been, or shall 
be guilty of any crime, misdemeanor, or offence committed against 
any of his INTajesty’s subjects, or any of the inhabitants of India within 
their respective jurisdictions, all such crimes, offences and misde- 
meanors may be respectively inquired of, heard, tried and deter- 
mined in his Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench, and all such persons so 
otfending, and not having been before tried for the same offence in 
India, shall on conviction, in any such case as is xiot otherwise spe- 
cially provided for by this act, be liable to such fine or corporal 
punishment as the said court shall think fit; and moreover shall be 
liable, at the discretion of the said court, to be adjudged to be in- 
capable of serving the said United Company in any oHice, civil or 
military ; and all and every such crimes, oftcnces, and misdemeanors 
as aforesaid, may be alleged to be committed, and may be laiil, 
inquired of, and tried in the county of Middlesex. 

Manner of Procedure by Mandamus for Emminaiion (f Witnesses in 
Cases of ludictmciiLs and Ii formations laid in the Kings Bench. 

(8) And whereas the provisions made by former laws for the hear- 41 *. 
ing and determining in England offences committed in India have 
been found ineffectual, by reason of the difficulty of proving in this 
kingdom matters done there ; be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that in all cases of indictments or informations laid or 
exhibited in the said Court of King’s Bench, for misdemeanors or 
offences committed in India, it shall and may be lawful for his 
Majesty's said court, upon motion to be made on behalt of the prose- 
cutor, or of the defendant or defendants, to award a writ or ;vrits of 
mandamus, requiring the chief justice and judges of the said Supreme 

Court 
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Court of Judicature for the time being, or the judges of the Mayors 
Court at Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolcn, as the case may require, 
who are hereby respectively authorized and rcijuired accordingly to 
hold a court with all convenient speed for the examination of wit- 
nesses, and receiving other proofs concerning the matters charged in 
such indictments or informations respectively ; and in the mean time 
to cause such public notice to be given of the holding the said court, 
and to issue such summons or other process as may be requisite ibr 
the attendance of witnesses, and of the agents or counsel of all or any 
of the parties respectively, and to adjourn from time to time as occa- 
sion may require ; and such examiiiatiun us aforesaid shall be then 
and there openly and publicly taken viva vocc in the said court, upon 
the respective oaths of witnesses, and the oaths of skilful interpreters, 
administered according to the forms of their several religions ; and 
shall, by some sworn officer of such court, be reduced into one or more 
writing orwritings on parchment, in case any duplicate or duplicates 
should be required by or on behalf of any of the parties interested, and 
shall be sent to his Majesty, in his Court of King's Bench, closed up, 
and under the seals of two or more of the judges of the said court, 
and one or more of tlie said judges shall deliver the same to the agent 
or agents of the party or parties requiring the same ; which said agent 
or agents (or, in case of his or their death, the person into whose 
hand the same shall come) shall deliver the same to one of the clerks 
in court of his Majesty’s Court of King's Bench, in the public office, 
and make oath that he received the same fronr the hands of one or 
more of the judges of such court in India (or if such agent be dead, in 
what manner the same came into his hands) ; and that the same has 
not been opened or altered since he so received it (which said oath 
such clerk in court is hereby authorized and required to administer) : 
and such depositions, being duly taken and returned, according to 
the true intent and meaning of this act, shall be allowed and read, and 
shall be deemed as good and competent evidence as if such witness 
had been present and sworn and examined, viva voccy at any trial for 
such crimes or misdemeanors as aforesaid, in his Majesty’s said 
Court of King’s Bench, any law or usage to the contrary notwith- 
standing ; and all parties concerned shall be entitled to take copies of 
such depositions at their own costs and charges. 


(fences committed hy the Chitf Justices or Judges. 

§41. (9) And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in 

case the said chief justice or judges of the said Supreme Court of 
Judicature, or any of them for the time being, shall commit any 
offence against this act, or be guilty of any corrupt practice, or other 
crime, offence, or misdemeanor in the execution of their respective 
offices, it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty's said Court of 
King’s Bench in England, upon an information or indictment laid or 
exhibited in the said court for such crime, oH'ence, or misdemeanor, 

upon 
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upon motion to be made in the said court, to award such writ or 
writs of mandamus as aforesaid, requiring the (fovernor-general in 
council of the said United Company's settlement at Tort William 
aforesaid, who are hereby respectively authorized and required ac- 
cordingly to assemble themselves in a reasonable time, and to cause 
all such proceedings to be had and made as hereinbefore respectively 
directed and prescribed concerning the examination of witnesses ; and 
such examination, so taken, shall be returned and proceeded upon in 
the same manner, in all respects, as if the several directions herein- 
before prescribed and enacted in that behalf were again repeated. 

Examination of irUncsses in India in case (f Proceedings in Parliament. 

(10) And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in 
all cases of procec^dings in Parliament touching any offences against 
this act, or any other offences committed in India, it shall and may 
be law^ful for the Lord High Chancellor, or Speaker of the House of 
Lords, and also the Speaker of' the House of Commons for the time 
being, in like manner to issue his or their warrant or warrants to the 
(lovernor-general and council of the said United Company’s presi- 
dency at Eort-Williani, and to the chief justice and judges of the said 
Supreme Court of Judicature, or the judges of the Mayor’s Court at 
Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, as the case may require, for the 
examination of witnesses ; and such examination shall be returned to 
the said Lord High Chancellor, or Speaker of the House of Lords, or 
to the Speaker of the House of Commons respectively, and proceeded 
upon in the same manner, in all respects, as if the several directions 
hereinbefore prescribed and enacted in that behalf were again parti- 
cularly repeated ; and every such examination returned either to the 
Lord Chancellor, or Speaker of the House of Lords, or to the Speaker 
of the House of* Commons, as aforesaid, shall be deemed good and 
competent evidence, and shall be allowed and read in both Houses 
of Parliament, or cither of them respectively, as occasion may re- 
(|uirc, any law or usage to the contniry notwithstanding. 

No Proceedings in Parliament to be discontinued by any Prorogation. 

(11) And whereas, by the usage and custom of Parliament, no 
proceedings by bill in Parliament have continuance from one session 
to another, and whereas it would be impracticable that the examina- 
tion taken upon such w'arrant, as aforesaid, could ever be returned 
w'ithin the ordinary length of a session of Parliament ; be it enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the first day of No- 
vember, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-three, no proceed- 
ings in l^arliament touching any offence committed, or to be committed 
in India, wherein such w^arrant as aforesaid shall have been issued, 
shall be discontinued by any prorogation or dissolution of the Par- 
liament, but that such proceedings may be resumed and proceeded 
upon in a subsequent session, or in a subsequent Parliament, in either 

House 
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Mouse of Parliament, in like manner, to all intents and purposes, as 
they might have been in the course of one and the same session, any 
law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Depositions not to he alhmed as Evidence in Capital Casesy excepting in 

Parliament. 

(12) Provided nevertheless, and be it enacted, that no such de- 
positions, taken and returned as aforesaid by virtue of this act, shall 
be allowed or permitted to be given in evidence in any capital cases, 
other than such as shall be proceeded against in Parliament; any 
thing in this act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

JVrits of Mandamus in CM Cases. 

(13) And whereas his Majesty’s subjects arc liable to be defeated of 
their several rights, titles, debts, dues, demands or suits, for which 
they have cause arising in India against other sul)jccts of his Ma- 
jesty ; now, for preventing such failure of justice, be it further enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, that when and as often as the said United 
Company, or any person or persons whatsoever, shall commence and 
prosecute any action or suit, in law or equity, for which cause hath 
arisen, or shall hereafter arise in India, against any other person or 
persons whatever in any of Ids Majesty’s courts at Westndnster, it 
shall and may be lawf^ul for such court respectively, upon motion 
there to be made, to provide and award such writ or writs, in the na- 
ture of a mandamus or commission, as aforesaid, to the chief justice 
and judges of the said supreme Court of Judicature for the time 
being, or the judges of the Mayor’s court at Madras, Bombay, or 
Bencoolen, as the case may require, for the examination of witnesses 
as aforesaid ; and such examination being duly returned, shall be 
allowed and read, and shall be deemed good and competent evidence 
at any trial or hearing between the parties in such cause or action, in 
the same manner in all respects as if the several directions herein- 
before prescribed and enacted in that behalf were again repeated. 

Extortion and other Misdemeanors. Persons holding OJfce in India may 
he proceeded against hy his Majesty s Attomey-Gcneraly or others. 

(14) And whereas it would conduce to the better government, ma- 
nagement and ordering of the territories, possessions, revenues and 
commerce of the said United Company, if some more effectual course 
than the common law hath provided were devised, for the prosecuting 
and bringing to speedy and condign punishment persons guilty of the 
crime of extortion, and other misdemeanors, committed in the East- 
Indies by British subjects holding oilices or employments there under 
his Majesty, his heirs or successors, or under the said United Com- 
pany ; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall 
and may be lawful to and for the coroner and attorney of our Lord 
the King, in the Court of King’s-Bench, by rule of the Court of 

King’s- 
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Kinj» s-Bcnch, to be obtained upon motion to be made for that pur- 
pose, at the instance of any person or persons (and which rule the 
said court is hereby empowered to grant at their discretion, if the 
magnitude and circumstances of the case shall appear to the said 
court to render it proper), or for his Majesty’s attorney-general, or 
for the Court of Directors or Court of JVoprietors of the said United 
Company, in the name of the said United Company, to exhibit in the 
said Court of King’s-Bench an information against any such person 
for any such offence as aforesaid committed after the first day of 
March, one thousand seven liundred and eighty-five ; whereupon the 
said court shall and may, at the instance of the prosecutor, cause the 
party against whom such information shall have been exhibited as 
aforesaid to be attached, and may and shall order him to stand com- 
mitted to the prison of the Marshalsea, or to the I'owcr of London, 
or to the gaol of Newgate, at the discretion of the said court, there 
to be detained until he shall be delivered by due course of law, or 
until he, together with two sufficient sureties, shall have entered into 
a recognizance unto the King’s Majesty, his heirs and successors, in 
such sum of money, and with such condition for his appearance, and 
for satisfying the judgment to be pronounced in and upon such in- 
formation, as to the said court in its discretion shall seem meet ; and 
when the defendant shall have appeared and pleaded to the said iii- 
forniation, the chief justice, or some of the justices of the said Court 
of King’s-Bench, shall, within ten days (unless any mandamus shall 
be granted for the examination of witnesses as hereinafter provided, 
upon a motion to be made within a time to be limited by the said 
Court of King’s-Bench for that purpose), deliver the record of the 
said information and plea to the Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain, or Lord Keeper, or Lords Commissioners for the custody of 
the (ircat Seal of Great Britain, who shall thereupon issue a com- 
mission under the said Great Seal, in manner hereinafter provided. 

If any person (15) And be it further enacted, that if any person or 
ne<Hcct to ap- Persons against whom any information shall be ex- 
pear, I’tc., the in- hibitcd under the authority of this act shall neglect or 

torrnation shall within such respective times as shall be allowed 

proceed notwitli- , . i i i i i 

standing. 1^^*^ them tor those purposes, by the rules or ac- 

cording to the discretion of the said court, to appear 
and plead not guilty to such information, it shall and may be lawful 
for his Majesty’s attorney-general, or other prosecutor, to cause an 
appearance, and the plea of not guilty, to be entered for such person 
or persons ; and the said information shall thereupon proceed as if the 
party or parties had appeared, and pleaded not guilty tliercto. 

Evidence of Bonds and Deeds. 

Donds executed (iG) And whcrcas great dilKcultics, expense and 
dii s shaU be delay often arise in giving proof in Great Britain of the 
rlence in Britain, execution of bonds, and otlier deeds and writings 

executed 
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executed and witnessed by persons resident in the amh-ontrariwisf, 
East-Indies; and the like difficulties, expense and 
delay also arise in giving proof in the East-Indies of the parties, 
the execution of bonds, and other deeds and writings executed and 
witnessed by persons resident in Great Britain ; for remedy thereof 
be it enacted, that whenever any bond, or other deed or writing, 
executed in the East- Indies, and attested by any person or persons 
resident there, shall be offered in evidence in any of the courts of 
justice in Great Britain, it shall be sufficient to prove, by one or more 
credible witness or witnesses, that the name or names subscribed to 
such bond, deed, or writing, purporting to be of the hand or hands- 
wTiting of the obliger or obligers to such bond, or of the party or 
parties to such deed or writing, is or arc of the proper hand-writing 
or hands-writing of such obliger or obligers, party or parties res- 
pectively, and that the name or names set and subscribed of the 
witness or witnesses attesting the execution of the same respectively, 
is or are of the proper hand or hands-writing of the w'itness or wit- 
nesses so attesting the same, and that such witness or witnesses is or 
are resident in the East-Indies ; and in like manner all courts of 
justice in the East-Indies shall admit the like proof of the execution 
of bonds and other deeds and writings executed in Great Britain, 
and witnessed by any person or persons resident in Great Britain : 
and such proofs shall be deemed and taken to be as valid and sulli- 
cient evidence of the due execution of such bonds, and other deeds 
and writings, as if the witness or witnesses thereto was or were dead. 

Misdemeanors committed above One Hundred Miles from Presidrnn/, 

(17) For misdemeanors committed by British subjects more than 
one hundred miles from a presidency, informations may be filed ex 
off CIO and prosecuted as in the Court of King s- Bench in England. — 
(Vide British Subjects, p. IIS.) 

Forgery punishable xvith Transportation, 

(18) And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons w ithin 
the local limits of the criminal jurisdiction of the said courts, or if any 
person or persons personally subject to the jurisdiction 6f any of the 
said courts, at any place in the East-Indies, or at any place between 
the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of Magellan, where the said 
Company shall have a settlement, lactory, or other establishment, shall 
falsely make, forge, counterfeit, or alter, or cause or procure to be 
falsi^ly made, forged, counterfeited, or altered, or willingly act or assist 
in the false making, forging, counterfeiting, or altering any deed or any 
written instrument, for the conveyance of any property or interest in 
any land, house, or goods, or for securing the payment of money, or 
any w ill, testament, bond, writing obligatory, hill of exchange, pro- 
missory note for payment of money, or any indorsement or assign- 
ment of any bill of exchange or promissory note for the payment of 
money, or any acceptance of any bill of exchange, or any acquittance 
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or receipt, either for money or goods, or any accountable receipt of any 
note, bill, or other security for payment of money, or any warrant or 
order for payment of money or delivery of goods, with intention to 
defraud any person whatsoever, or any corporation, or shall utter or 
publish as true, or sell, ofter, or dispose of, or put away, within the 
limits aforesaid, any false, forged, counterfeited, or altered deed, writ- 
ten instrument for the conveyance of property or interest in any land, 
house, or goods, or for securing the payment of money, or any w ill, 
testament, bond, wTiting obligatory, bill of exchange, promissory note 
for payment of money, indorsement or assignment of any bill of 
exchange or promissory note for the payment of money, acceptance of 
any bill of exchange, acquittance, or receipt, either for money or goods, 
accountable receipt for any note, bill, or other security for payment of 
money, warrant or order for payment of money or delivery of goods, 
with intention to defraud any person or any corporation, knowing the 
same to be false, forged, counterfeited, or altered, it shall and may be 
lawful for the court before which any such person or persons shall be 
convicted of any such offence by due course of law, to order and 
adjudge that such person or persons shall be transported to such place 
beyond the seas, and for such term of years, as the said court shall 
direct. 

Gifts^ Company s Servants or others reccivinf; any^ to be deemed a 

Misdemeanor. 

(18) Receiving gifts to be deemed a misdemeanor. 

(19) 'J'he Court may order gifts to be restored, and lines to be given 
the prosecutor. — (Vide ServaniSy Cixdl and Military^ p. 631.) 

Loans, and Interest on. 

(20) No person to take above twelve per cent. Persons by covin 
accepting loans, shall forfeit for every offence treble the value, &c. 

(21) From 1st December 1797, no British subject to lend money 
to or raise loans for native princes, without consent of the Court of 
Directors or the Governor in council. — (Vide Loans, p. 433.) 

Neglect of Court's Orders, and Office obtained by corrupt means. 
Misdemeanors. 

(22) Neglect to execute the orders of the Directors, Sic. to be 
deemed a misdemeanor, as also any corrupt bargain for giving up 
or obtaining any employment. — (Vide Servants, Civil and Military, 
p. 6.33.) 

Perjury. 

(28) And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons whom- 
soever shall be convicted of making a false oath, touching any of the 
matters directed or required by this act to be testified on oath, such 
person or persons so convicted as aforesaid shall be deemed guilty of 
perjury, and shall be liable to the pains and penalties to w hich persons 

guilt V 
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guilty of perjury are liable by any law in force in that part of the said 
United Kingdom called England ; and if any person shall corruptly 
procure or suborn any other person or persons to swear llilsely in any 
such oath, such person, being duly convicted of such procuring and 
suborning, shall for every such offence incur and sufler such penalties, 
forfeitures, pains, and disabilities, as persons convicted of perjury are 
respectively liable unto, by any law in force in the said part of the 
United Kingdom called England. 

Stealing Chases in Action, 

(24) And whereas it is expedient, for the protection of property and 
trade in the East-Indies, that the stealing or taking by robbery of 
securities for the payment of money within the East-Inches should 
be made felony, and should be punishable as felony ; and also, that 
further provisions should be made for the punishment of the crimes of 
forgery, and of uttering forged instruments, and of counterfeiting the 
current coin, and uttering such counterfeit coin, in the I^ast-lndies ; 
be it therefore enacted, that if any person or persons within the local 
limits of the criminal jurisdiction of any of his Majesty’s courts at 
Fort-William, Fort St. George, Bombay, or Prince of Wales’ Island, 
or if any person or persons personally subject to the jurisdiction of 
any of the said courts, at any place in the East-Indies, or any place 
between the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of Magellan, 
where the said Company shall have a settlement, iactory, or other 
establishment, shall steal, or take by robbery, any bond, bill of ex- 
change, promissory note, treasury note, banker’s note, order, acknow- 
ledgment, or other security or warrant for the payment of money, 
or entitling an}^ person to the payment of money, being the property 
of any other person or persons, or of any corporation, notwithstand- 
ing any of the said particulars arc termed in law a chose in action, 
it shall be deemed and construed to be felony, of the same nature 
and in the same degree, and with or without the benefit of clergy, 
in the same manner as it would have been if the otfender had stolen 
or taken by robbery any other goods of like value with the money 
due on such bond, note, bill, order, acknowledgment, warrant or 
other security respectively, or secured thereby, and remaining unsa- 
tisfied ; and such offender and offenders shall suffer such punishment 
as he, she, or they would or might have done, if he, she, or they laid 
stolen other goods of the like value with the monies due on such bond, 
note, bill, order, acknowledgment, warrant, or other security respec- 
tively, or secured thereby, and remaining unsatisfied ; any law to the 
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

Suspected Persons engaged in Illicit Correspondence, 

(25) Governor-general may issue his w'arraut for the apprehension 
of persons suspected of carry ing on illicit correspondence, cS:c. 

(2(5) Governor of Madras and Bombay shall have the like powers. — 
(Vide (iuvcniments in India , p.400.) 

Trading: 
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Trading clandcslinelij or under the authority Foreign Poixicrs. 

(27) And be it further enacted, tliat no person being a subject of 
bis Majesty, his heirs or successors, of or belonging to (ireat Britain, 
or any of the islands, colonies, or plantations aforesaid, shall procure, 
solicit for, obtain, or act under any commission, authority or pass, 
from any foreign prince, state, or potentate whatsoever, to sail, go, 
or trade in or to the said East- Indies, or any of the parts aforesaid; 
and every such person who shall offend therein shall incur and for- 
feit for every oftence five hundred pounds, one-half part of which 
penalty shall belong to such person or persons as shall inform or sue 
for the same, and the other half to the said United Company ; and if 
the said United Company shall inform or sue for the same, then the 
whole of the said penalty shall belong to the said Company. 

(28) Provisions against clandestine traders not repealed by opening 
the trade. — (Vide British Subjects^ p. 109.) 

Unlicensed Persons^ 

(29) Unlicensed persons trading to or going within the limits of the 
Company’s charter, otherwise than as allowed by this act, shall be 
subject to all the penalties imposed on illicit traders. 

(30) Provision for summary conviction and punishment of British 
subjects being in India without license, or exceeding the terms of their 
license. 

(31) Persons residing in India without license maybe sent home, 
without being afterwards prosecuted. — (Vide British Subjects, p. 109.) 
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PARLIAMENT. 


The Parliament in 1698 empowered liis Majesty King 
William III. to grant to the English East-India Company 
the charter bearing date the 5th of September of that year, 
which charter is the foundation of the privileges and immu- 
nities enjoyed by the present United East-India Company. 

The existing laws which have been subsequently passed 
for the government of the Company’s affairs, are contained 
under the dilferent heads treated of in this work. Those 
i>vliich require certain accounts and statements to be laid before 
l^irliament, and The Speaker to give notice of the expiration 
of the period to which the Company’s exclusive privileges have 
been extended, will be now given : such laws being preceded 
by an account of the leading points connected with the 
Company, which liave been noticed in Parliament from the 
year 1767, when their affairs formed the subject of discus- 
sion and regulation. 

The difference of opinion which arose between the Court 
of Directors and the Proprietors of East-India Stock, on the 
subject of increasing the dividends, was productive of conse- 
cpiences which were then little foreseen or expected. On the 
1767. 24th September 1767, a message in writing was sent to the 
Court of Directors from the First Lord of the Treasury, in- 
timating that it was very probable the Company’s affairs 
might be taken into consideration ; therefore, from regard to 
the welfare of the Company, and in order that they might 
have time to prepare their papers for the occasion, tliey 
were informed that Parliament would meet some time in 
November. 

In the early part of the session, a committee was appointed 
to inquire into the state of the Company. After several 

warm 
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warm debates, coj)ies of tlie Company’s cliarters, their treaties 17C}7. 
with, and grants from the country powers, together with 
their letters to and from their servants in India, and tlie 
state of their revenues, were ordered to be laid before the 
House. In the course of the rigorous scrutiny which took 
place, an order was made for printing the East-India papers. 

The Court of Directors presented a petition, setting forth the 
great injury it would be to the Company, and the many ill 
consecpiences that might attend the printing of the private 
correspondence between them and their servants. A motion 
was accordingly made to discharge the former order, on which 
a debate ensued: it was at last agreed that the private cor- 
respondence should not be printed. In the course of the 
discussion that followed, questions of much moment arose ; 
amongst others, the right of the Company to their territorial 
possessions. It was argued that lliey had no right by the 
charters to any conquest; that such possessions in the hands of 
a trading corporation were improper and dangerous ; and that 
even if it were legally and politically right that they should 
hold those territories, yet the vast expenditure of Government 
in the protection of the Company, gave it a fair and equitable 
right to the revenues arising from the conquests. Those who 
maintained the rights of the Company, denied that the crown 
had made any reservation of such acquisitions : that it was a 
dangerous infringement on property and public faith to ques- 
tion them, as the Company had purchased its charters from 
the public, which charters were confirmed by Parliament: 
that if the crown had any right to the possessions of the 
Company in India, the courts were open for the trial of the 
claim ; that the House of Commons was not by constitution 
the interpreter of the laws, or the decider of legal rights ; 
that it would be of the most fatal consequence to the liber- 
ties of Great Britain, if ever they should assume it; that 
as to the equitable right pretended from the expenses incurred 
by Government, the Company stood as fair in that light as 
the crown, they having expended much greater sums in 
acquiring the disputed territories and revenues. The point 
frequently debated, but the House appeared disinclined 

to 
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1707. to the determination of a question teeming with such important 
consequences. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer* declared fully against the 
trial of such a right in such a court as the House of Commons, 
and strenuously recommended an amicable agreement with 
the Company. 

In the month of May, a petition w'as presented to Parlia- 
ment, submitting proposals for the Company’s property in 
the new acquisitions for three years. The proposals were 
acceded to by Parliament, and an act w'as passed limiting 
the agreement to two, instead of three years. (7th Geo- 111, 
cap. .57.) 

In the same session, two other acts w^erc passed ; one regu- 
lating the qualification of proprietors of East-India slock, and 
the other limiting the rate of dividendf to be declared bj' the 
Company. 

17G8. In 1768, a further act was passed restraining the increase of 
dividends for another year, though not without great opposition 
in the two houses, as well as strong appeals from the East- 
India Company. 

17G9. Ill 1769, the war in the Carnatic, and the mode in which it 
was conducted, created general alarm at home, notwithstand- 
ing the production of the despatches from India, which shewed 
that it was attended with no real danger to the Hritish inte- 
rests. General complaints having reached the Court of Direc- 
tors, of the abuses and mismanagement of the Company’s 
affairs in India, they resolved on the appointment of three 
gentlemen of character as supervisors, to inquire into and 
rectify the concerns of every department in that country. A 
further agreement was at the same time entered into between 
the public and the Company, for the term of five years ; and 
an act accordingly passed, 9th Geo. IV, cap. 24, by which 
the Company were to continue to pay to the public the annual 
sum of £400,000, and to export during that term Jlritish 
goods equal in value on an average to those exported annually 
for the preceding five years; if any surplus cash of the Com- 
pany remained after the payment of certain specified debts, 
it was to be lent to the public at two per cent. 


* Lord North. 


f Vidi- Dividends and Hal lot. 
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A bill brought in that session, to enable the £ast*India 
Company more effectually to raise and support a military force 
for their service in India, was lost on the third reading. 

On the 21st January 1772, his Majesty's speech on opening 
Parliament concluded with the following passage: — 

The concerns of this country are so various and extensive 
as to require the most vigilant and active attention, imd some 
of them as well from remoteness of place as from other cir- 
cumstances are so peculiarly liable to abuses and exposed to 
danger, that tlie interposition of the legislature for their pro- 
tection may become necessary. If in any such instances, 
either for supplying defects or remedying abuses, you shall 
find it requisite to provide any new laws, you may depend 
upon my ready concurrence in whatever may best coiitrihute 
to the attainment of tliose salutary ends." 

T"his was considered as evidently alluding to the East-Iiidia 
Comj)any. Tlie member who seconded the motion for the 
address in tlie House of C^ornmons expatiated upon the subject, 
and hinted that new laws and regulations were necessary to be 
made for the support of the Company ; that at present they 
had not sufficient powers in their hands to control their ser- 
vants, who made enormous fortunes at the expense of their 
masters, and were guilty of such exorbitancy in other respects, 
ns to luizard the total loss of the valuable possessions in 
India. 

On the 30th March, the Deputy Chairman of the East-Iiidia 
Company moved for leave to bring in a bill for the better 
regulation of the Company’s servants and concerns in India. 
The bill was lost on the second reading; and as a select 
committee of thirty-one members was appointed by the House 
on the 13th of April, to inquire into the state of the Com- 
pany’s affairs, all further measures for establishing regulations 
were postponed until the following session. 

On the meeting of Parliament, which was summoned earlier 
than usual for the purpose of enabling them to enter on a 
consideration of the affairs of India, a secret committee con- 
sisting of thirteen memhers, chosen by ballot, w^as appointed 
to inquire into the Company’s affairs. The select committee 
of thirty-one members before adverted to was also re-appoint- 
ed. 


17G9. 

1772. 
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1772. ed. The secret committee, in a report which tliey very shortly 
submitted to the House, recommended that a bill should 
be brought in to restrain the Company IVorn sending out 
another commission of supervision. After considerable dis- 
cussion, a bill to that effect was ])assed in December 1772. 

1773. In 1773, the Company presented a petition praying relief, 
soliciting a loan of £1,500,000 for four years at four per cent. 
A^arious cpiestions arose, and repeated discussions took place 
regarding the Company. The House luiving been occupied 
for al:H)iit two months on their aflairs, the minister moved 
for leave to bring in a bill upon which was founded the 
Regulating Act of 1773, establishing the Governor-General 
and Council, and the Supreme Court of Judicature at Cal- 
cutta; also regulating the cpialification of voters, and pre- 
scribing the mode in which the election of Directors was in 
future to take place. 

The most severe strictures were passed, in the reports from 
tlie Select Committee, upon the conduct of many of the gen- 
tlemen concerned in the affairs which were touched upon; 
wd to which the distresses of the Company were mainly to 
be ascribed. Tlie chairman of the committee, alter adverting 
to those points, proposed the following resolutions, which were 
agreed to. 

That all acquisitions made under the influence of a mili- 
tary force, or by treaty with foreign princes, ilo of riglit 
belong to the state. 

2. ‘‘ That to appropriate acquisitions so made to the private 
emolument of persons entrusted with any civil or military 
power of the state is illegal. 

3. “ That very great sums of inoiiey and other valuable 
property, have been acquired in Rengal, from ])riiices and 
others of that country, by persons entrusted with the Juilitary 
and civil powers of the state by means of such powers, which 
sums of money and valuable property have been appropriated 
to the private use of such persons.” 

In the spirit of those resolutions, tlie following motion 
was put and carried, fiz. “ that I.ord Clive, about the 
time of deposing Serajah Dowlah, and the establishing of 
Meer Jaffeer, did obtain and possess himself of several' sums 

under 
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under the denomination of private donation, which sums were 
of the value in English money of £234, 000.” It was then 
moved, that Lord Clive did in so doing abuse the power with 
which he was entrusted, to the evil example of the servants of 
the public.” Another motion, made at near four in the 
morning, “ that Lord Clive did at the same time render great 
and meritorious services to this country,” being carried, put 
an end to tlie inquiry. 

In 1774, a bill was passed to enable the Kast-India Com- 
pany to export tea to all places duty free. Tins measure had 
special reference to our American colonies, where threepence per 
lb* was imposed on all tea imported, although the duty on the 
several other articles mentioned in the bill of 1770, levied to 
raise a revenue in tliose colonies, was repealed. So fully were 
the colonists persuaded that the measure was intended to 
establish a revenue, tliat the scheme failed through the deter- 
mined opposilion- wliich was ofiered to the landing teas at 
JJoston, New York, and in South Carolina. 

In 1777, the proceedings of Lord Pigot, the governor of 
Madras, against the Uajah of Tanjore, attracted the attention 
of Parliament, The Court of Proprietors of East-lndia 
Stock having adopted, bv the ballot, on the 9lh of May, 
by a majority of ninety-seven (the numbers being 414 to 317) 
three resolutions; the first, ordering home Lord Pigot from the 
government of Madras, for an inquiry into his conduct ; the two 
otliers ordering home his friends in council and the whole body 
of his enemies : Governor Johnstone, on the 22d May, in 
tlic House of Commons, proposed several resolutions, upon 
which, had they been carried, it w'as his intention to liave 
founded a bill for the better securing our settlements in the 
East-Indies. The resolutions went to a strong approbation of 
his Lordship’s conduct as governor, and to annul the resolution 
for his recall. The business was warmly taken up by the Op- 
position. In support of the motion for recall, it wuis insisted 
that Lord Pigot had been guilty of a breach of the late re- 
gulating act ; that his conduct was repreliensible in other re- 
spects; that the seizure and confinement of that nobleman, and 
the total subversion of all legal governnienl by the majority of 
the council, wore also matters deserving of ilie utmost censure; 

2 L that 
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1777. 1,1 such circumstances, vherc charges were made and faults 

must be acknowledged on all sides, nothing could be more 
right and equitable, than to bring all the parties to England, 
where only a just and impartial inquiry into their conduct 
could take place. The question, on the resolutions being put 
at one in the morning, after a very violent and acrimonious 
debate, was rejected by a majority of ninety-seven to sixty-seven. 

1779. On the 16th April 1779, the House being in a committee on 
India affairs, Admiral Pi<rot entered into a detail of the causes 
which led to, and the circumstances attending the appointmciit of 
his brother, the late I^ord Pigot, to the government of Madras, 
and concluded by a motion for an address, praying his Majesty 
w'ould be graciously pleased to give directions to his Attorney- 
general to prosecute Ocorge Stratton, Henry Prooke, Charles 
Floyer and George Mackay, Esqrs., for ordering the governor 
and commander-in-chief, I^ord Pigot, to be arrested and con- 
finetl under a military force. The motion was carried. 

1780. On the 21st March 1780, the minister informed the House 
that the East-India Company not having made such proposals 
for the renewal of their charter as he had deemed satisfactory, 
he should move the [loiise for the Speaker to give the three 
years’ notice ordained by the Act of Parliament previous to the 
dissolution of their charter, on the 5th April 178;1. Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Burke strongly and animatedly opposed tlie mea- 
sure. Mr. Fox ask(!d the minister, wdiellier he was not content 
'with having lost America ? whether he coulil point out a single 
good which the motion was capable of producing, or wished to 
behold scenes of anarchy, confusion, distress and ruin, which 
his idle and impotent threat might produce in the Company’s 
possessions and affairs in India. Mr. Burke ridiculed the idea 
of a new company ; he did not doubt that men would be found 
weak and mad enough in the country to attempt such a mea- 
sure, but it could not fail to burst with ruin upon the adven- 
turers, and warned them not to throw away the East after the 
West, by being again led into another revenue chase. The 
minister observed, that the Compajiy as established was the 
best medium of drawing home the revenues from India; that 
he did not wish to break with them : but if the Company were 
so unreasonable and so thoughtless, as not to come to a fair 
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bargain with the public, a new company might be formed, and 
such measures adopted as would prevent or remedy the evils 
threatened to the revenue. The notice was accordingly order- 
ed to be given. 

Ill tlie following year the allairs of Indi.a attracted the 
particular attention of Parliament. The extensive juris- 
diction claimed and exercised by the Supreme Court at 
Calcutta, established under the act of 1773 ; the differences 
wliich had arisen between the Uench and the Government, and 
the evils resulting to the Indian community from such a state 
of aflairs, led to appeals to tlie autliorities in Europe ; in con- 
sc(|uenceof which, on the I2(h February 1781, General Smith 
moved ill the House of Commons for a select committee of 
fifteen, to take into consideration the allegations, and to report 
thereon to the House. 

Gn the 30th iVpril, on the motion of the minister, a secret 
committee was appointed to inquire into the causes of the war 
in the Carnatic. They were authorized to sit in the India- 
House, to adjourn from time to time and place to place, as it 
suited their conveiiienco, and to meet and pursue their inquiries 
during the recess of I^trliamenl. 

The committee which had been appointed to exumiue the 
petitions from Bengal on the subject of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, made their report on the 23d May, when a bill was 
brought in, modifying and explaining tlie powers of the Su- 
preme Coiirt.'^ 

Ithas already been remarked, that the minister carried a vote in 
the last session for giving three years’ notice to the Company pre- 
vious to the dissolution of their charter on the 5th April 1783. It 
was now considered time to bring the matter to some conclusion 
with the. Company ; the result was, the introduction of a tem- 
porary bill, submitted to the House by the minister, allowing 
the Company for a limited term to continue tlieir exclusive 
trade to India, to manage tlie territorial possessions there, and 
to receive the revenues arising therefrom ; which bill, along 
witli the Bengal Judicature Bill, received the Royal assent 
that session. 

In 
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1781. I*' Majesty’s speech on closing the session of Parliament 
on tlie 18th July 1781, was the following passage : 

“ Your deliberations on the affairs of the East-India Com- 

])any have terminated in such measures as will, I trust, p'ro- 
‘‘ duce great and essential advantage to my kingdom.” 

1782. 1782, the reports from the secret and select committees 
of the House of Commons, relative to the affairs of the Com- 
j)aiiy, were voluminous beyond example, and allowed to be 
drawn up with the greatest ability and judgment. On the 
reports from the secret committee, the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland, Mr. Dundas, who was their chairman, moved, in 
the month of April, one hundred and eleven resolutions, 
w'hich w’ere divided into three classes, cacli class consisting 
of three distinct heads. The first class regarded the general 
system of tlie government, censured the conduct of Mr. Has- 
tings and Mr. Hornby, and declared it to be the duty of the 
Directors to recall them. In consequence of this resolution 
of the House of Commons, the Directors took the necessary 
steps for carrying it into effect; but on the 31st October, the 
orders of the Court of Directors w^ere rescinded by the Pro- 
prietors by a large majority. 

The second and third classes related to the affairs of the 
Carnatic, and on these a bill of pains and penalties on Sir 
Thomas Kumbold, J. Whiteliill, and P. Peering, Esqrs., w^as 
brought in, for breaches of public trust and high crimes and 
misdemeanors. Little progress w'as made that session, and the 
unsettled state of affairs at the beginning of 1783 prevented 
the House from taking it up till late in that year. On the 1st 
July, a motion was made and carried for adjourning the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill to the 1st October, by which 
means the whole measure fell to the ground, and w'as never 
resumed. 

The resolutions moved by General Smith, the chairman of 
the select committee, on the 18th April 1782, were ten in 
number. The first five related to the misconduct of the chair- 
man of the Court of Directors, in having delayed to transmit 
to India the explanatory act of 1781, which provides for the 
relief of certain individuals, as well as for the people at large. 
In consequence of the proceedings of the Supreme Court, the 
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llircc following resolutions condemned Mr, Hastings and Sir 
Elijah Iinpey ; and having been agreed to by^the House, an 
address was presented to his Majesty to recall Sir Elijah Impey. 

Oil the 11th November 1783, Parliament being assembled, 
ministers were called upon to bring forward without delay 
some plan for securing and improving the advantages that 
might be derived from our eastern possessions: a plan, 
vigorous and effectual, suited to the magnitude, the impor- 
tance, and the exigency of the case. Mr. Fox, in answer to 
this requisition, informed the House that it was Ids intention on 
the Tuesday following to bring forward a motion relative to 
that object ; on which day Mr. Fox accordingly moved for 
leave to bring in two bills for that purpose. These bills were 
subsequently incorporated into one, and formed the celebrated 
India Bill, whicli ended in the retirement of Air. Fox from 
his Majesty’s councils, and the introduction of Air. Pitt: who 
in 1784, succeeded in passing through Parliament the bill upon 
which the 24th Geo. Ill, cap. 25, was founded, first establish- 
ing the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. The 
whole of the proceedings connected with that interesting 
measure will be found under Board of Commisshmer.% where 
the objects of the two bills are described, and the difference 
pointed out. 

Ill 1785, a discussion arose between the Board of Com- 
missioners and the Court of Directors, as to tlie instructions 
framed by the latter to the Aladras Government, respecting 
the mode of adjusting the claims on the Carnatic. Tlie pro- 
ceedings will be found under the head of Carnatic Commis- 
sioners* 

On the opening of the session of Parliament on the 24th of 
January 1786, Major Scott observing Air. Burke in his place, 
begged to remind the House that Mr. Hastings had arrived 
in England some months, and he therefore called upon Air. 
Burke to produce the charges which he had pledged himself 
to bring forward against Air. Hastings, and to fix the earliest 
day possible for the discussion of them. Air. Burke replied, 
by relating an anecdote of the great Duke of Parma, who, 
being challenged by Henry IV of France, to bring his 
forces into the open field and instantly decide their dispute, 
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1786. answered, with a smile, “ that he knew very well what he 

had to do, ^nd was not come so far to be directed by an 
enemy.” On Friday the 17th Februar}^, Mr. Biirke brought 
the subject before the House of Commons, and moved for 
copies of all the correspondence since the month of January 
1782, between Mr. Hastings and the Court, relative to pre- 
sents and other money particularly received by him. 

On the 4th April, Mr. Burke, in his place, charged Mr. 
Hastings with sundry high crimes and misdemeanors, and deli- 
vered at the table the nine first articles, and the rest in the 
course of the following week, amounting in the whole to 
twenty-two. On the 1st Ma}", Mr. Hastings read Ids defence 
to the House. 

In this session, Mr. Diindas brought in the bill to amend and 
explain the act of 1784. It permitted the offices of governor- 
general and commander-in-chief to be united in the same 
person, should it be deemed expedient ; and also enabled the 
Governor-general to decide on any measure, whether his 
counsel agreed with him or not. 

1787. In 1787, the House of Commons resolved that Mr. 
Burke, in the name of the House of Commons and of all 
the Commons of Great Britain, do go to the bar of the 
“ House of Lords, and impeach Warren Hastings, Esquire, 

late Governor-General of Bengal, of higli crimes and mis- 
“ demeanors, and do acquaint the Lords, that the Commons 
will, with all convenient speed, exhibit articles of impeach- 
‘‘ ment against him, and make the same good.” The majority 
of the House immediately attended Mr. Burke to the bar of 
the House of Peers, where Mr. Burke solemnly impeached 
Mr. Hastings, in the above form ; who was delivered into the 
custody of Black rod, and afterwards admitted to bail ; himself 
in £20,000, and two friends, Messrs. Sullivan and Sumner, in 
£20,000. 

1788. In 1788, the declaratory bill was brought in by Mr. Pitt, 
authorizing the Board of Commissioners to cause to be de- 
frayed out of the Indian revenue the expenses incurred in 
maintaining King’s troops in India to the number of 10,727 
men. Considerable opposition was offered to the measure- A 
detail will be found under Military Forces. 
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On the 1st July 1789, Mr. Duiulas opened liis first India 1789. 
budget. The revenue of the three prcsidenci|pi were stated to 
be; — 

liengal £5,182,000 

Madras 1,082,000 

Bombay 131,000 

Totai £6,395,000 

By the accounts laid before Parliament in 1825, the revenues 


Bengal £11,128,776 

Madras 5,585,210 

Bombay 3,352,875 

Totai £23,066,861 


In 1790, some discussion took place in the House of Com- 1790. 
nioiis, on the measures adopted by Lord Cornwallis, as to the 
revenue and permanent settlement in Bengal. 

In December 1790, a motion was made by Mr. Hijipcsley 
for copies of the correspondence relative to the attack of 
Tippoo Sultauu on the lines of Travancore, in conseciueiice of 
the sale by the Diitcli of the forts of Cranangore and lyacottah 
to the Rajah of Travancore. Mr. Ilij)j)esley, Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Fox, condemned the war; Mr. Dundas supported its 
necessity, contending that the war was well founded in policy 
and justice. Mr. Francis made a series of motions for papers, 
which were negatived- 

Oii the 22d March 1791, the House of Commons, on the 1791. 
motion of Mr. Dundas, resolved, that it appears to this House 
that the attacks made by Tippoo Siiltaun on the lines of 
** Travancore on the 29th December 1789, tlie 6th March, and 
“ 15th April 1790, were unwarranted and unprovoked infrac- 
tions of the treaty of Mangalore of 10th March 1784, and 
‘‘that the conduct of the Governor-General in determining to 
“ prosecute the war with vigour was highly meritorious;” also 
strongly approving of the treaties entered into with the Nizam 
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1792, 

1793. 


on the 1st of June 5 and with the Mahrattas on the Yth July 
1790. In the'llQtose of Commons the resolutions passed with- 
out a division ; in the Lords by sixty-four to twelve. 

In the session of 1791, when the bill for settling a new con- 
stitution for Canada (acquired by Great Britain, at the peace 
of Paris in 1763) was brought under discussion, Mr. Fox took 
the opportunity to eulogize the new constitution in France. 
On the next discussion of the measure, wliich took place on 
the 6th of May, Mr. Burke staled his decided opinion concern- 
ing the revolution in France, and the doctrines inaintained by 
the advocates for that revolution. The difference of senti- 
ments, and the warmth with which each party advocated the 
principles they professed, led to a rupture between Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Burke, which continued during the remainder of their 
lives. 

In February and March 1792, the war with Tippoo formed 
again the subject of discussion : a motion made for the pro- 
duction of papers was negatived. 

In February 1793, Mr. Dundas, preparatory to the discus- 
sion on the renewal of the Company’s exclusive privileges, laid 
before the House a full statement of the Company’s affairs 
at home and abroad, and submitted a series of resolutions 
founded thereon, which were agreed to by the House. 

On the 23d of April, the petition from the Company for a 
renewal of their charter was taken into consideration by a 
committee of the whole House; when Mr. Dundas insisted 
upon the policy of continuing the government in the hands of 
the Company, and proposed thirty-three resolutions, which 
were carried on the 2d May. On the 8th of that month the 
whole were read, and a bill ordered to be brought in. On 
the 24th, Mr. Dundas, brought up several clauses, which w^ere 
agreed to and added to the bill, which was read a third time. 
On the question “ that the bill do pass,” Mr. Fox entered 
into a discussion of the comparative merits of the bill and that 
which he had submitted to the House in 1783. Mr. Pitt drew 
very different conclusions from a similar comparative view of 
the different measures, and the bill passed.* 

In 

* V'ide Itourd of (ommissioners find Governments in India, 
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III 1794*, die Company were permitted to increase their 
capital £ 2 , 000,0009 and to issue new bonds forg£l, 000,000. 

In 1795, the trial of Mr. Hastings, which had lasted seven 
years, was brought to a close. He was solemnly acquitted in 
the most honourable manner of every charge brought against 
liim ; out of twenty-nine peers who pronounced judgment on 
the occasion, twenty-three declared him innocent. Mr. Hast- 
ings’ law expenses, amounting to £71,080, were defrayed by 
the East-India Company, who likewise voted him an annuity of 
£4,000, which was continued until his decease in August 1818. 
It has been justly remarked, that he retired from the perilous 
situation in which he had so long stood, with an injured con- 
stitution, but with a reputation not only unimpaired, but, 
notwithstanding the indefatigable attempts to ruin him in the 
esteem of the public, confirmed and exalted. Mr, Hastings 
was raised to the dignity of a Privy Counsellor in May 1814. 

In March 1799, Mr. Dundas brought forward the India 
Budget, and took occasion to advert to the increase in the 
exports from India, and the necessity which would arise for an 
extension of the means of bringing the same to British ports 
in British vessels. 

On the 12th June 1801, Mr. Dundas, as the last act of his In- 
dian administration, laid before the House of Commons, in a 
committee, a general view of the financial affairs of the Coin- 
pany; and proposed various resolutions, which were passed 
without oppositiot). 

On the 12th November 1801, on the thanks of Parliament 
being proposed by Lord Hobart, in the House of Lords, to the 
army employed in Egypt, his I^ordship took the opportunity of 
directing attention to the merits of the Marquis Wellesley, 
whose foresight and wisdom had not only been manifested in 
regard of the most glorious achievements of the war in India, 
but had led him to conceive, that the most beneficial services 
might be rendered to his country by detaching five thousand 
of the troops who served at the siege of Seringapatam, under 
the command of one of their most gallant generals, by the 
way of the Red Sea, to co-operate with the British army in 
Egypt- 
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1802. In 1802, I^ord Cornwallis was nominated to represent the 
British nation a^ the negociation to be carried on at Amiens for a 
definitive treaty of peace between the two nations. Considerable 
anxiety was manifested for the conclusion of the treaty, and 
various questions were put to the minister in Parliament. One 
of the propositions brought forward by Joseph Buonaparte 
related to the augmentation of the French commerce and ter- 
ritory in India. Various papers were moved for in both houses 
previous to the discussion on the treaty, which was fixed for 
the 13th May 1802. In the House of Commons, on the 12th 
May, Dr. Laurence moved for certain papers relative to India, 
including an account of the acquisitions made or pretended to 
be made b)^ his most Christian Majesty on the coast of Coro- 
mandel and Orixa, between the years 1748 and 1763. Mr. 
Dundas opposed the motion; he remarked, that with regard 
to European powers, we could say freely and distinctly, we had 
gained our possessions in India by our arms, and by our arms 
we would keep them. When he observed that we should not 
prevent the French trading, he meant that he was not afraid of 
tliem as merchants ; he was not unwilling to give them a boon 
as such, but he did not think he was going too far in desiring 
to guard against that which he knew the French had endea- 
voured to make, and will endeavour to make, if they see any 
probability of success — he meant an encroachment on our so- 
vereignty in India. This they have done; and if an oppor- 
nity offers, they will do, under the pretence of pursuing trade. 
They will ask to he allowed to do a number of things for the 
purpose of carrying on trade, when their object will be to en- 
croach upon our sovereignty. It was in this way they endea- 
voured to encroach in 1787, when they told us they could not 
recover their debts without a certain enlargement of power; 
we resisted that distinctly, and he hoped such would be the con- 
duct of this country in future.” The very first article insisted 
upon by Lord Auckland in 1787, was, that nothing in the most 
disj^nt degree touching our sovereignty in India, would on any 
terms or conditions whatever be assented to on the part of this 
country ; and he hoped it was not presumptuous in him to say, 
that he trusted his Majest 3 r’s government would adopt the same 
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principle, and stand upon the same ground as we did then ; 1802. 

and if we do so, he would venture to say there would be no 
danger; depart from that principle, and our sovereignty in 
India would be first undermined, then attacked, and perhaps 
overthrown. Having said tliusmuch, he stated that he did not 
think any disposition was, however, shewn on the present occa- 
sion by France to encroach on our sovereignty in that country, 
and it would be time enough when they did bring forward such 
claims to resist them.” Dr. Laurence’s motion w^as negatived 
without a division. Although the subject had undergone such 
frequent and lengthened preparatory discussions, the definitive 
treaty was debated in both houses with great earnestness; that 
in the Lords taking place on the 13tli May, the debate in the 
Commons occupying the 13th and 14th May. In the House of 
Lords the debate was opened by Lord Grenville. Witli regard 
to India, his Lordship observed, that we had added to France, 
possessions of considerable importance in that country, but had 
omitted to stipulate that they should not be fortified. But, what 
was of infinitely more importance, our right of sovereignty in 
India, so clearly and explicitly recognized and acknowledged 
by France in the year 1787, was set loose by the non-renewal 
of that treaty in the definitive articles, and once more reduced 
to the form of a disputable claim.” His Lordship concluded by 
moving an address, in wdiich it was proposed tlie House should 
declare it could not conceal its awful apprehensions at consider- 
ing the situation which had been the result of the peace. Lord 
I^elham proposed an amendment, approving of the treaty, in 
which he was supported by Lord Mulgrave, Lord Auckland 
stated, that the subject which most particularly induced him 
to enter on the discussion, was the injury which might be pro- 
duced to our possessions in India by the non-renewal of the 
convention of 1787. His Lordship pointed out, that if that 
convention were renounced, the injury w^ould not be to England 
but to France, who retained no possible claim in India beyond 
the peaceable possession of the factories restored to her, and 
such liberal protection as might be granted by us to every na- 
tion with which we were at peace. His Lordship added, that 
he found it impossible to close the subject without referring to 
the Marquis Wellesley, whose provident and energetic mind 

had 
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1802- had done so much toward extending and strengthening our 
Indian empire. Tliat noble person, who had made such gi- 
gantic strides in the paths of fair conquest and of glory, would 
be much astonished if he were told, because our forty years’ 
sovereignty was not recited in the definitive articles, it might 
be questioned by a power which holds Brabant, Flanders, 
Savoy, and great part of Germany and Italy, by mere preten- 
sion of recent conquest. Still it might be repeated again and 
again, that France might revive her old and litigated claims, 
and so she certainly might ; she might claim Gibraltar and Ja- 
maica, she might assert a right to the free navigation of 
Thames : but if she were disposed to bring forward absurd and 
hostile pretensions, would any clause in any treaty prevent 
lier?” Lord Pelham’s amendment was adopted by a hundred 
and twenty-two to sixteen. 

In the House of Commons, Mr. Windham detailed at great 
length his objections to the treaty. He condemned the resti- 
tution of the Cape of Good Hope, insisting that the question 
of its being a free port was left entirely at the option of 
France. By the restitution of the Cape and Cochin, France 
gained the means of preparing an armament, and landing it 
in India, before we should have conceived in this country the 
least suspicion of any such design. 

Mr. Windham moved a similar address to that of Lord 
Grenville, in which he w^as seconded by Lord Folkstonc. Lord 
Hawkesbury moved an arnendment. 

Mr. Dundas directed his principal observations to objects 
connected with India. ‘‘ He had no hesitation in saying, that 
wlien he heard of the manner in which the Cape of G<>od 
Hope was to be disposed of, he heard it with regret and 
sorrow ; he had always considered that place as a great 
acquisition to this country. He was of that opinion in theory 
before W'c had it: he w^as confirmed in that opinion by expe- 
rience of the use of it since it had been in our possession. He 
looked upon it as a good depot, and a place for the reception 
of our troops, when we liad occasion to send tliem to India ; 
by their being landed and refreshed there, they went to India 
full of health. His opinion, which no connexion however 
close, no friendship however cordial, no attachment however 
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sincere, could induce him to withhold, was, that the Cape of 1802. 
Good Hope should not have been given up.” 

Mr. Sheridan, in adverting to the observations that we had 
preserved our honour, relinquished nothing, and gained much, 
remarked, that wc had gotten Ceylon and Trinidad. “ I 
should propose,” he said, ‘‘ that as w'e have given to our 
“ heroes titles from the places where their laurels were won, 

‘‘ so we should name Ceylon, ^ Security Island and Trini- 
“ dad, ‘ the Island of Indemnity.* ” He ridiculed the opinion 
that the restitution of colonies would make France commercial, 
and divert the attention of Buonaparte from military pro- 
jects. “ I do not know, he said, what France will be, but 
I do know that she is now a liard iron republic. Buona- 
parte, froni his military education and the sort of company 
he has kept, they allow, is, as yet, a little rough ; but then, 
if wc could only catch him and clap him behind the counter, 
he will become perfectly civil and quiet. When reading the 
treaty, I thought all the names of foreign places, such as 
Pondicherry, Chandernagore, Cochin, Martinico, all cessions. 

Not they ; they are all so many traps and holes to catch the 
silly fellow in, and make a merchant of him.” 

Mr. Sheridan then remarked, that the minister took no strong 
ground of defence; he said the ex-minister was mounted on a 
kind of hill-fort, to fire down on the assailants ; he stated, that he 
should like to support the minister upon fair ground, but asked 
what he was? A sort of outside passenger; or, rather, a man 
leading the horses round a corner, while reins and whip and 
all are in the hands of the coachman on the box (alluding to 
Mri^Pitt, who was on one of the upper seats on the Treasury 
bench) and compared him to Nycias, who sat so long in one 
posture, (perhaps as long as the ex-minister on the Treasury 
bench) that he adhered to the scat; so that when Herculcii 
came to snatch him away, in the sudden jerk, a certain portion 
of his sitting part was left behind him. 

Lord Hawkesbury’s amendment was carried by a majority 
of 278 to 22. 

On the 3d December 1802, the Earl of Moira, in the House 
of Peers, called their Lordships* attention to the affairs of tlie 
Carnatic. His Lordship dwelt upon the necessity of control- 
ling 
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1802. ling the Enst-India Company in their system of exces.sive 
aggrandizement and increase of their territories, and on tlieir 
unjustifiable measures of making war for conquest. Ilis Lord- 
ship observed, that we had found fault with France for invad- 
ing and oppressing all the feeble states about her, and now, by 
the conduct of the East-India Company, we allowed that 
opprobrium to be retorted upon ourselves; and it w'as held 
up to all Europe, that we pursued in India that same conduct, 
of which we so loudly accused France. His Lordship con- 
cluded by moving for papers respecting the assumption of 
the Carnatic, which was agreed to. 

1803. On the 14th March 1803, Lord Castlercagh brought for- 
ward the India budget; when the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, in reply to some remarks from Mr. Johnstone, denied 
that our conquests in India had been made unjustly. As to 
the circumstance alluded to (the assumption of tlie territories 
of Arcot), he hoped that the House would not entertain any 
prejudice against some of the most meritorious men the coun- 
try could boast, but allow them time to explain and justify 
their conduct in that affair. 

1804. In the House of Lords, on the ITth April 1801, the Earl 
of Carlisle moved for papers respecting tlie date of instruc- 
tions sent out to Admiral Rainier, commanding in cliief in the 
East-liidics. It was generally supposed, that lie did not 
receive his orders until seventeen days after the war was 
known in India by private letters, and until Admiral Linois 
had escaped. Lords Hawkesbury and Hobart insisted that 
lie had received timely notice of the rupture, and opposed 
the motion, on the ground that public rumour was qgit a 
sufficient parlianieiitary reason to allege for the production 
of papers. The motion, however, was carried by thirty-one 
to thirty. 

In the House of Commons, the opposition to Mr. Adding- 
ton’s administration increased daily. On the 25lh April, a 
motion was submitted for .sii.spendiiig the operation of tlie 
Army of Reserve bill ; which measure was opposed by Mr. 
Pitt: the numbers were 210 to 203, leaving a majoriry of 
thirty-seven only for ministers. 

On the 3d May, Lord Hobart in the House of Lords, and 

Lord 
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Lord Castlereagli in the Commons, moved votes of thanks to 
Marquis Wellesley, Lord Clive, Mr. Duncan, governor of 
Bombay, and Generals Lake, St. John, and Wellesley, for 
their services in the war against Scindiah. 

Mr. Francis proposed the postponement of the question, on 
the ground that it would be difficult to go fairly into the con- 
sideration of the policy of the war, after having first given 
the Governor-general the unreserved thanks of the House, 
both for its plan and execution. Mr. Fox objected to the 
motion, on the ground of it being a new and unusual thing to 
return thanks to any but tlie military pc^’^^ns engaged in 
those services, and cnnrliulod by moving tins pr»-wious question. 
Instances were cited to shew that governor.; of diflereiit 
establislmients had been thanked for their share in military 
successes. The previous question having been put and iiega- 
tiveil without a division, the original resolutions were carried.* 

On the 12th May, it was publicly announced that Mr. 
Addington !iad resigned the office of Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. That gentleman was succeeded by Mr. Pitt: wlio, having 
been re-elected for Cambridge, took his seat in the House of 
Commons on the ISlli of May. 

On the 10th July, Lord Castlereagli brought forward the 
India Budget, when Mr. Francis ofl'ered some general observa- 
tions on the allairs of India, and insisted upon the necessity 
of their undergoing a full examination. Mr. Grant, Deputy- 
Chairinaii of the East-India Company, expressed his regret 
that the allairs of India were so little known or attended 
to, and asserted, upon his own positive knowledge, that the 
Coj^any’s affairs were in a much better situation than in 
179^ The resolutions proposed by Lord Castlereagli were 
agreed to in the committee ; on the day when they were dis- 
cussed in the House, his Lordship entered into a detailed 
statement of the accounts, and moved that the proper officers 
should be directed to lay before the House an account of the 
revenue and charges for the preceding ten years, distinguish- 
ing each year, which, after some debate, was carried without a 
division. 

On 
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1804. On the 21st January 1805, Mr. Francis, after alluding to 
the war with the Mahratta cliiefs, Scindiuh and Uagojee Booiis- 
lah, which began in 1803, and was concluded by the treaties 
laid before the House ; adverted to the war which subsequently 
broke out with Holkar, and moved for papers relative to the 
war with that chieftain, which was acceded to. 

1805. On the 28th March, Lord Castlereagh obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to amend the act of the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 52 ; its 
object was to allow of the Commander-in-chief in Bengal being 
appointed a member of the Supreme Council, when the offices 
of governor-general and commander-in-chief in India were 
united in the sa*ne person. 

On the 8th May 1805, a committee of the House of Com- 
mons was appointed to take into consideration the account 
between the public and the East-India Company, arising out 
of the expedition to the French Islands, the Cape of Good 
Hope, the intended expedition against Manilla, the expenses 
incurred on account of the purchase of vessels for his MiijostyVs 
navy, the capture of the Danish settlements in India in 
1801, the extraordinary expense by the expedition to Egypt, 
and the balance of property in Ceylon. 

The committee reported on the 26th June following: their 
report was ordered to be printed. The investigation em- 
braced a period of ten years, from 1794 to 1803; during 
which, commissions had been ap})ointed at three dilTerent 
times on the part of ihit Treasury anil the East- India Com- 
pany, for the purpose of considering the most equitable mode 
of adjusting the account. The minutes of those meetings 
formed part of the appendix attached to the report. Thirst, 
dated the 1st January 1803, wlien the Right Honoi*ble 
Charles Bragge and Nicholas Vansittart, Esq. were appointed 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Lords of the 
Treasury, on the part of Government ; and Jacob Bosanquet, 
Esq., Deputy Chairman, and Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart., on the 
part of the East-India Company: in December 1804, and 
January 1805, the meeting was held between theRight Honour- 
ables Charles Long and William Dundas, and the Deputy 
Chairman (Charles Grant, Esq,), and Sir Hugh Inglis, Barf, 
l^ie committee reported that a !)alance of about £2,200,000 
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was owing by the public to the Company, but as tlie detail 
would require revision, they recommended that £1,000,000 
should be provided in the supplies of the year, to be voted 
to the Company : which sum was accordingly voted on the 
29th June. Another million was voted in the following year, 
on the report of the accountant named by the Lords of the 
TVeasury on the part of the public. 

On the 25th June 1805, Mr. Paiill, a gentleman who had 
lately returned from India, moved for a variety of official docu- 
ments ill support of matters of charge against the Marquis 
Wellesley, during his administration as Governor-General. 
The motion was acceded to. 

On the 23d January 1806, Mr. Pitt died, at the age of forty- 
seven ; this event was followed by the coalition Ix^tweeii T^ord 
Grenville and Mr. Fox ; the former being nominated first 
Lord of the Treasury, the latter Secretary of State for I'oreign 
A flairs. 

Mr. Pauli, in the early part of the session, resumed tlie 
subject of his int(Mided charges against the Marquis Wellesley. 
The first charge brought forward related chiefly to acts of 
extravagance and profusion in the expenditure of the ]niblic 
money : the charge was not printed. Tlie next charge brought 
forward related to the affairs of Oude, and recited number- 
less acts of tyranny, oppression, and fraud, practised against 
the Nabob Vizier by order of T.ord Wellesley. It was not 
taken into consideration until the 18th June, when Mr. Bankes 
endeavoured incnectiially to dispose of the whole accusation 
by referring it to the India tribunal provided for by the Act 
of The House went into a committee, for the exami- 

nation of evidence on the charges; which examinalioii was 
resumed on the 19th, 20tli, and 23d June. Nothing was decided 
that session. 

On the 13th of September Mr. Fox expired, following his 
deceased rival, Mr. Pitt, in less than eight inontlis ! Lord 
Howick succeeded as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

On the 26th January 1807, Lord Folkstone submitted to the 

House 
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1807. House of Commons a molioii respecting tlie conduct of Mar- 
quis Wellesley towards tlic Nabob and province of Oude. 
Mr. Pauli, who had instituted the proceedings in the last ses- 
sion, was not at the time a member of the House, tlioiigh ho 
was a petitioner to the House of Commons, in the expectation 
of being returned. I.ord Folkstone’s object was, that the 
j)apers as to Oude should be reprinted and laid on the table 
as soon as possible, with the view, in the event 6f Mr. Pauli 
not being returned to the House, to bring them forward him- 
self. The motion was agreed to. 

On the oth I^Iarch, Lord Howick moved for leavt; to bring 
in the Roman Catholics’ Army and Navy Service Bill.” 
The measure was opposed b}' Mr. Percival ; the bill, hoAvever, 
was I’ead the first time, and ordered to be again read on the 12th ; 
further consideration was postponed to the 18lh, on which 
day. Lord Howick stated that the circumstances which hail 
induced him to postpone the measure still oj)erated, but gave 
notice that he should move the second reading on the follow- 
ing day. It does not appear to have been brought on ; but, 
on the 26th March, Lord Grenville in the House of Lords, 
and Lord Howick in the House of Commons, stated the 
reasons which had led to a change of ministry. Hie House 
adjourned to the 8th of April, when Mr. l^ercival took his 
seat as Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

On the 10th and 18th July, sundry accounts as to the reve- 
nues of the East-lndia Company in India were laiil before 
the House of Commons; and, on the 7th August, the House 
resolved, that the said accounts should be taken into con- 
sideration early in next session. 

1808. On the 9th March 1808, Lord Folkstone entered upon the 
subject of the Marquis Wellesley’s conduct towards the Nabob 
of Oude ; the debate was protracted to a great length, and 
continued by adjournment to the 15th of March. Various 
resolutions were proposed by Lord Folkstone, and negatived 
by large majorities ; when Sir John Anstruther moved, that it 
appeared to the House that the Maripiis Wellesley, in his 
arrangements in the province of Oude, was actuated by an 
ardent zeal for the service of his country, and an ardent 
desire to promote the safety, interests, and prosperity of the 

British 
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British empire in India. Hie motion was carried by one 
hundred and eighty-nine to twenty-nine. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton, on the 31st March, moved a 
series of resolutions. 'Phe purport of the last was, that it 
appeared to the House that the British Government was 
bound in honour to reconsider and revise the treaty of 1801 
with the Nabob of Oude, with the view to an arrangement 
more favourable to tlie Nabob. The motion was negatived 
by eighty to tw^enty. 

On the 17th May, a motion of a similar nature was brought 
forward by Sir ''I'liomas Turton, respecting the Nabob of th.e 
Carnatic; he urged the propriety of appointing a i?ommitU*e 
to inquire into the l)est means of indemnifying the family of 
Mahomed Ally, and of ensuring the safety of our Indian 
possessions. The debate was continued by ailjournment to 
the 1st of June. The resolutions moved by Sir Thomas 
Turton were negatived by a large majority: on the fourth 
resolution, which directly criminated the conduct of Marquis 
Wellesh'y, the number against it w'ere, one hundred and 
twenty-four to fifteen. Sir Thomas Turton observeil that, 
with reference U) the numbers, he should not move the 
two other resolutions, provided Mr. Wallace would consent 
to postpone his resolution of ap])robation. 

Mr. Wallace remarked, that no approbation coiilil be 
stronger than that which was marked by the majorities with 
which the resolution had been rejected; and read the reso- 
lution with wdiich he intended to close the business: Re- 
solved, that it is the opinion of this House, that the Marquis 
Wellesley and Lord C’live, in their conduct relative to the 
Carnatic, were influenced solely by an anxious zeal and soli- 
citude, to promote the permanent security, welfare, and pros- 
perity of the IWtish possessions in India;” which resolution 
was agreed to the 17th of .Tune. 

In pursuance of the resolution of the House of Commons 
of the 7th August last year, a Select Committee was appointed 
on the lltli March, to inquire into the aflairs of the East- 
India Company, and to report. 

On the 26th April, a petition was presented to the House 
from the Company, setting forth the various expenses which 
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had been incurred by tbein, for expeditions from llic continent 
of India to tlic French, Dutch, and Spanish isla!\ds in the 
Indian seas, under instructions from his Majesty’s (iovern- 
ment, and to Egypt, and the claims which the Company had 
on that account. T hc}^ stated the actual amount of their pro- 
perty in England, and that they did not request the interpo- 
sition of the House to aid them, witliout shewing their 
unquestionable ability to discharge all their present debts in 
England : the property of unsold goods in their warehouses 
being £7,815,000. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer having stated, that his 
Majesty recommended the petition to the consideration of the 
House, it was referred to the Select Committee appointed on 
the 7tli March, to examine and report. 

On the 25th May, Sir John Anstruther, as chairman of the 
Select Committee, delivered in their llej)ort, wliieh was ordered 
lo be printed. 

Tluit report forms the first of a series of five reports laid 
before the House of Commons, on the tiffairs of the East- 
India Company, from the year 1808 to 1812 inclusive. 

The committee offered it as their opinion, that the state of 
the Company’s affairs, as exhibited in the accounts, was to he 
traced to a combination of various circumstances connected 
with the w'ars in which tliey had been engaged in India, 
as well as with the general state of warfare in which a 
large portion of Europe had for a long period been involved. 
In adverting to that part of the petition wherein tlie Com- 
pany represented their ability to discharge all their debts in 
England, and to repay whatever the House might think fit to 
assist them with, the committee stated, that they felt it to he 
their duty carefully to investigate that part of the subject, 
and that they had no difficulty in giving their opinion, that 
there would remain in this country assets to an amount 
considerably beyond what the then exigency of the Company’s 
affairs appeared to demand, on security, for any advance to 
the extent which Parliament might think fit to grant. 

The report was referred to the Committee of Supply on 
the 13th June;, on the 14th, £1,. 500,000 was granted to 
4 ;iuible his Majesty to pay the same to the East-India Com- 
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paiiy, on account of expenses incurred by ihcin in the public 
service. 

In the course of an inve st illation which liad taken place in 
llic House of C-oininons in llie early part of the year 1808, as 
to the supposed sale of offices, there appeared to be strong 
grounds to believe, that an almost avowed traffic had taken 
place in the appointment of writers and cadets to India. 

In order to ascertain the fact, two of the Directors of the 
East-India Company, (leorge Smith and Charles Grant, Estp’s., 
moved in their places in the House of Commons, on the 
lOtli Eebniary 1809, for the aj)pointment of a Select Com- 
mittee, to iiupiire into tlie existence of aii}^ corrn])t ])ractices 
in regard to tlie appointment and nomination of writers and 
cadets, or any agreement, negotiation, or bargain, direct or 
indirect, for the sale thereof, and to report the same to the 
House. 

On the 2 1st February, Mr. Ihinkes, from the committee, 
informed tlie House, that .lohn Annesley Slice, in the evidence 
given before the committee', had hceii guilty of gross prevari- 
cation ; whereujnm tlie House ordered him to be taken into 
the custody of the Serjeant at Arms, 

Oil the 27th, the Serjeant at Arms being called upon to 
give an account of what had been done in execution of the 
order of the House for taking Mr. Shoe into his custod)", 
stated to the House tluit he could not he found. T'he House 
accordingly resolvetl that he had absconded to avoid being 
taken into custody, and voted an address to his Majesty, that 
he w^ould be graciously jdeased immediately to issue his royal 
proclamation, with a rewartl for discovering, apprehending, 
and detaining the said Jo/in jhmeshy Shcc^ alias Cnh'crt. 

Mr. Shee having surrendered himself the following day, the 
order for presenting the address was discliargcd, and the House 
ordered that the Speaker should issue his warrant for the 
committal of Mr. Slice to Newgate. 

On the 23d March, the report from tlie Select ('ommittee 
was laid before the House, and ordered to be printed. 

In their report the committee observed, that it was a satis- 
faction to remark nothing ihroiighont the whole evidence 
which traced any one of the c'orrupt or improper bargains to 
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1809. Hny Director, or to induce a reasonable suspicion that it was 
done vith the privity or connivance of any member of the 
Court of‘ Directors. The wliole of tlie a])pointments so 
obtained were annulled by the Court, and the parties dismissed 
the Company’s service, viz. two writers and nine cadets. The 
unanimous thanks of the Proprietors were voted to Mr. Smith 
and Mr. (frant, for the very honourable promptitude with 
which they moved for the appointment of the Select Commit- 
tee, and to the other Directors, who, as meiiibei’s of the House 
of Commons, supported with so much zeal and unanimity the 
inquiry. 

On the 2jth April, the House of Commons, with reference 
to so much of llic Jiiinutes of evidence contained in the report 
of tile Select Committee, as related to the evidence given 
before the cominitlee by l-.ord Castlereagh, Lord Clancarty, 
Mr. Keding, and Mr. Davies, respecting the nomination of a 
writership to India by Ixird Castlereagh : 

Resolved — “ That it is the <luty of this House to maintain 
“ a jealous guard over the purity and indepeJidence of Par- 
“ liament; but that this House, duly weighing the evidence 
“ before it, and all the circumstances of the case, and con- 
‘‘ sidering that the intention relerred to in that t'videiice was 
‘‘ not carried into ellecl, this House does not think it neces- 
“ sary to come to any criminatory resolution upon the same.” 

A Select Committee wais ap[>oint(‘d, on the 23d Februaiy 
J8()9, to inquire into the state of the Company’s affairs, and to 
report. 

1810. On the 2()lh I'ebriiary 1810, the Committee was re-ap- 
pointed. 

On the 13th A|)ril 1810, a petition was presented to the 
House from the East-India Company, setting forth the exces- 
sive and niu‘xam])led drafts made on them from India in the tw'-o 
last years, amounting to f 4-, TOT, 940, part of the Indian debt 
incurred on account of wars and expeditions, pointing out 
the calamities which liad befallen the Company’s shipping, 
to the extent in value of £1,048,0TT ; a loss in no way 
iinputal)Ie to any want of care in the Company. That as 
the unavoidable disbursement of the C,\)inpaiiy, iioin the 1st 
March 1810 to the IsL March 1811, would exceed the proba- 
ble 
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ble amount of their receijus by X2,03K,*J1L^, which sum it 
would be disadvantageous lor them to raise by the increase 
of their capital, they prayi‘d the House would grant such a 
vote for their relief as they might see fit: the Company’s pro- 
perly and elfects in England exceeding the amount of their 
debts, including the heavy and unusual drafts from India 
before-mentioned, by tlie sum of £I.S12,1 15. 

l^he Cliancellor of the Kxchecjuer, by his IMajesty’s com- 
mand, having acquainted the House that his Majesty had been 
informed of the contents of the j)etitioii and recommended it to 
the House, it was referred to the Select Conunittee appointed 
on the 20th February. 

On the 11th May, Sir John Anstrulher laid before the 
House a report from the said Select C'ornmittee, which Avas 
ordered to be printed. On the i tlh of that month another 
petition was presented from the Company, praying leave that, 
as the time was past for presenting petitions for private bills, 
the House would permit a petition to be presented, ])rnyiug 
the House to take the ])ecuniarv claims of the C\)mpany into 
consideration. Leave was accordingly given. 

On the 23d May, the report from the Select Commitlee laid 
before the House on the 11th, was referred to a committee of 
the wliole House. 

(^11 the 31st of May, Mr. Robert I.)undas brought the 
subject before the House. Having represented the dilliciilties 
ill which the Company were involved by the heavy drafts on 
account of the Indian debt, and stated, in reply to an observa- 
tion as to the Company being bankrupts, that the allairs of the 
Company could not be considered as a mere nun’caiitile con- 
cern — that they w ere not to be considered as bankrupt, because 
their commercial profits in this country could not answer all the 
demands for India bills — that it might as well he said that tlie 
country was bankrupt because it could not at once discharge a 
debt pf six lui mired millions of pounds; he moved tliat the sum 
of £1,500, ()()() be granted to the Company by the public, to be 
repaid on or before Jsl January 1B12: which was agreed to by 
a majority of seventy-three to ten. The act 50th Geo. IH, 
cap. H I, lirought in in consequence, received the royal assent 
20th June 1810. 
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1811. On the 1st March 1811, a Memorial was presented to tlie 
House of Commons from the creditors of the Rajah of Tan- 
jore, j)ra 3 'ing the House to adopt sucli measures as would lead 
to a speedy adjustment of their claims, which was ordered to lie 
on tlie table. 

On the 21st March, a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons was a])j)ointcd to inquire into the state of the East- 
India Company, and to report. 

On the same day, I^ord Archibald Hamilton introtluced a 
motion relative to the regulations for tlie government of the 
press in India ; and moved for copies of all the regulations, 
orders, rules, and directions, promulgated at the three presi- 
dencies since tlie year 1797. 

Ilis Lordship stated, that it was not his intention to suggest 
to the House any measure so incompatible with the nature of 
our government in India as a free press ; all that he asked 
for was information, that an opportunity might be alforded to 
liim, and other members, to know' what the hiwii upon the sub- 
ject were. Ilis I.ordship’s motion was supported by Lord 
Folkstonc, Sir Thomas Tiirton, and Mr, Whitbread ; and 
opposed by Mr. Dundas, Sir John Anstruthcr, Mr. I^ockliarl, 
and Mr. Johnstone. 

Sir John AnstrulJier, who had filled the office of chief jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court in Bengal, observed that there was 
not an European in India who was not aware of the engage- 
ments into which he had entered before he entered into them, 
and that if he did not choose to complj^ with those engage- 
ments, the term of his residence was at an end. As to the 
regulations which respected the publication of newspapers, he 
would ask any one wdio was at all acquainted with India, 
whether an unrestrained publication could be permitted there 
with safety. Was it to be allowed, for the purpose of per- 
mitting one set of the Company's servants to illuminate 
another set of those servants? Perhaps it was intended, by the 
unrestrained publication of new'spapers, to illuminate the na- 
tives — was this exactly desirable ? would it be very expedient 
to inform them of the peculiar tenure by which the British 
Goveniinent held their power ? 

ilr. I.oc kluu i, adverting to the circumstance under which we 
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bad acquired and held India, stated that, in his opinion, the 
unrestrained liberty of tlie press in that country would be 
dangerous. The situation of the people of India was not 
fairly stated: tlioiigh they did not enjoy a free government, they 
were governed by ])ersoiis responsible to the country, and answer- 
able for their conduct to that House. He thought the motion 
had been brouglit forward merely as a compliment to the 
abstract liberty of the press. He was a friend to that liberty, 
Avell regulated. It had done much good, but it had also been 
the source of the most tremendous evils. 

Mr. Johnstone was satisfied that the evils of a free press 
would l)e soon experienced, and the most mischievous eflects 
result from its introduction into India. The motion was nega- 
tived by fifty tliree to eighteen. 

On the 1th April 1811, tlie House of Commons ordered 
that the ISpeaker should, on the lOth of that month, signify by 
writing to the Kast-Tndia Company, the resolution of tlie 
House as to tlie three years’ notice and the redemption of the 
arrears of annuity due from the public to the Company of 
£1,207,559. 15s.* 

The 

* Tht» notice was accordingly given by the Speaker, through his secretary, to the 
Court of Directors, on the 10th At)ril, in tlic form following : 

TIu* Court being iiifonnod that the secretary to the Speaker of the House of 
Commons was in waiting, he wa.-i iiitro<liiced to the Court, and delivered to the 
Chairman the following Ucsolution and order of the Honourable House of 
Commons, viz. 

“ Whereas upon Thursday the fourth day of this instant April, the House of 
Commons came to a certain Itesolutton, whicli is as followetli • 

Resolved, ‘ That notice he given that the sum of one million two hundred and 
“ ‘ seven thousand five hundred and (ifty«mne pounds fifteen shillings, and all arrears 
“ ‘ of annuity payable in rcsjiect thereof, being the remainder of tlie capital stock, 
** * debt, or sum due from tlie ]iublic to the United Company of iMcrchauts of 
f, England trading to tlte Kast-Indies, will be redeemed and paid off on the 10th 
“ ‘clay of April 18M, agreeable to the power of redemption contained in an act 
“ * made in the thirty-third year of the reign of Ins pre'*ent Majesty King Cieorgc III, 
“ ‘intituled,** An Act for contimiiiig in the East- India Company for a further 
“ * term the possession of the llritish Territories in India, together with their exrlu- 
“ * sive Trade under certain limhutioiis, for cstahlishiug further Uegulatioiis for Uie 
** * Government of the said Terr tories, and the better Administration of Justice 
‘* ‘ wititin the same; fur appropriating to certain Uses the Ucveiiues and Profits of 
** ‘ the said Comjiany, and for making Provision for the good order and government 
“ ‘ of the Towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay.* 

** And 
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The Third lleport from the Select Coiiuiiittee appointed to 
inquire into the afHiirs of the Company was laid before the 
House by Mr. Wallace, and ordered to be printed, on the 
21st June 1811. In this report the committee entered into 
a further examination of the receipt and expenditure of tlie 
Company, more especially of the receipts and disbursements 
which might be termed Extraokdinary. 

In adverting to the application of the funds the committee 
observed, that tlie accounts would doubtless be considered by 
the House as a disj)lay of order, regularity, and precision, as 
satisfactory as could be expected in the management of the 
extensive and complicated linances of dial great empire. 

In adverting to the Indian Debt, the committee considered 
it as due to those entrusted with die government of India to 
state, that the growing amount of that debt had from a very 
earl}^ period been the subject of their most anxious attention. 

On the 14 th February 1812, a bill was brouglit in to amend 
the act of 50 Geo. Ill, for granting £1,500,000 in Exchequer 
Bills to the Company ; in order that all sums advanced or 
paid by the C'oinpany in aid of the public service, or on 
account of his Majesty’s navy in India, should be carried to 
tlie credit of the Company with reference to the said loan — 
52 Geo. Ill, cap. 10. 

On tlie Cth February, a Select Committee was I’e-appointed 
to inquire into the state of the Company’s affairs. 

On the 10th April, Mr. Wallace, from the committee, laid 
a report before the House (the Fourth lleport) ; which was 

ordered 

“ Aiwl whereas the House of Commons thereupon ordered, tliat the Speaker do, 

“ on the tenth day of April 1811, signify by w’riting to the United Compatiy of 
‘‘ Alerchunts of England trading to the East-Indies tlie said Resolution of the 
“ House . 

“ I do hereby signify the said Resolution accordingly. 

“ Given under iiiy hand, the tenth day of April 1811, 

« CIIAS. AnnOTT, Speaker.*’ 

“ To the United Company of Merchants «if England 
“ trading to the East- Indies.** 

The Cliairman then requested Mr. Rickman, the Speaker’s secretary, to present 
the compliments of the Court to IVIr. Sj)euker, and to acquaint him his notice had 
been duly received 
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ordered lo be printed, together with a Supplement laid before 
the House on the 22d April. 

On the 22d July, a furtlicr Report from the committee 
(the Fifth Report), was likewise laid before the House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

In the Fourth Report the Home concerns of the Company, 
from 1793 to the end of 1810, and those of China and St. 
Hcilcna from 1792 to 1809 are reviewed. 

The Fifth Report treats of the political, military, revenue, 
and judicial establishments, in India. 

In the King’s speech, at the opening of the session on the 
7th January 1812, the attention of Parliament was directed to 
the propriety of providing such measures for the future goverii- 
iiicnt of the Hritish possessions in India, as should appear from 
experience and mature deliberation to Ix' calculated lo se- 
cure their internal prosperity, and to dmive from those 
nourishing dominions the utmost degree of advantage to the 
commerce and revenue of the United Kingdom.” 

On the 7th April, a petition was presented from the Com- 
pany, praying that leave miglit be given to bring in a bill or bills, 
for continuing the possession, government, and management of 
the territorial accpiisitions in the East-Indies in the Company. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table, and copies of the 
corresjjondence which had passed between the Board of Commis- 
sioners and the Court of Directors to be laid before the House. 

Numerous petitions from various parts of the country were 
presented to Parliament, ])raying for a free and open trade 
with India. 

On the 9tli June, a petition was presented from the Com- 
j)any for a loan of £2,500,000, to enable them to meet the 
bills drawn on account of the Indian debt. The same being 
recommended by his Royal Highness the Prince Regent to the 
House of Commons, was referred to a committee on the 7th 
July. The bill for advancing the £2,500,000 on loan to the 
Company passed the Commons, and received the royal assent 
the I3th July. 

In the same session an act was passed, authorizing the 
Company to rc-transfer to the East-Indies debts originally 
contracted there. 

On 


1812. 



54.0 


PARLIAMENT. 


1813. On the 22d March 1813, the House of Commons resolved 
itself into a committee to consider the petition of the East- 
India Company for a renewal of their charter. Lord Castle- 
reagh, in introducing the subject, observed, that if he and his 
colleagues had conceived that the arrangements they should 
propose would shake a system which had uncjucstionably 
answered all the great purposes of government, they would 
have hesitated before they had suggested them ; but his pro- 
position would not only abstain from touching the principle of 
that system, but would render it more applicable to the times. 
His I^ordship submitted sundry resolutions to the House, con- 
taining certain modifications of the system. Tlie propriety of 
hearing evidence at the bar of the House having been acceded 
to, the examination commenced on the 30tli March, before a 
committee of the wliole House, with that of Warren Hastings, 
Esq., and Avas continued until the 13th April, when it was 
deemed expedient, in order to save the time of the House, to 
appoint a Select Committee for the further iiupiiry. A com- 
mittee for tlie same purpose was likewise nominated in the 
House of Isolds. The Minutes of Evidence form two large 
quarto volumes, and contain much interesting information 
on the affairs of India, and the commerce with that country 
and with China generally. On the 31st May, Lord Castle- 
reagh moved the order of the day for the House resolving itself 
into a committee, Avhen the first resolution for a continuance 
of the East-India Company^ with certain exclusive privileges, 
was submitted. 

On the 16th June, the several resolutions having been con- 
sidered, leave was given to bring in a bill. On the 28th June, 
the House Avent into a committee on the bill. The Report 
Avas brought up on the 1st July, when it 'wiis moved to limit 
the term as to the China trade to ten instead of twenty years, 
which was negatived by sixty-nine to twenty-nine. The third 
reading took place on the 13th July, and received the royal 
assent on the 21st July 1813. 

Ill the month of December 1813, an act Avas passed for fur- 
ther regulating the trade Avith India,* Avhich permitted the 
same to be carried on with the ports and places in North and 
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South America, with Matkini, the Canaries, the Cape de 
Verde Islands, and the Cape of Ciood Hope, witliout first 
coming to the United Kingdom. An act was also passed 
allowing imj)ortations from and exportations to, the places 
within the limits of the charter of the Company, in ships not 
British-built.’'^ 

Ill July 1814, an act was passed to remove all doubt as to 
the authority of the several governments to imjx>se and levy 
duties and laxes.f 

By the twelfth article of the Ireaty of Paris, concluded 30th 
May 181 4«, his most Cliristian jMajesty engaged not to erect 
any fortifications on the establishments to be restored to him in 
India, and to maintain only such troops as may be necessary 
for police. By the seventh article of a convention, signed at 
London in iSIarch 1815, the civil officers in such establishments, 
in the event of a rupture between Great Britain and France, 
arc not to be considered as prisoners of war. 

Ill May 1815, an act was passeil to explain and amend the 
act of the 5.3d Geo. Ill, cap. 15.5, siibjcicting all grants of 
money by the East India Company as well as by the Court 
of Directors, beyond XfifiO, to any one person, to confirmation 
by the Board of Commissioners.^ 

Pn the l lth June 1815, an act was passed to authorize the 
governments in India, should they sec fit, to remove all per- 
sons being subjects of foreign slates, from India.f 

On the llth July, the act authorizing postage on letters to 
and from India was passed, which act was revised in 1819. — 
Postage.) 

It was on tlie 1st March in this year that Buonaparte 
landed at Cannes, a small town in Provence, having embarked 
from Porto Ferrajo on the 26tli February, on board a brig, 
followed by four small vessels, conveying about 1,000 men, 
French, Poles, Corsicans, Neapolitans, and Elbese. On tlie 
8th March he reached Grenoble ; Lyons on the 9tli ; and 
entered Paris on the 20th; where, on the 27th, at the Tuillc- 
ries, he received the addresses of ministers, &c. The cere- 
monial of the Champ dc Mai took place on the 1st June; it Avas 
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1815. held in the Champ de Mars : where lie took the oath to observe 
the constitution of the empire. On the 8th of June, the several 
members of both Chambers took the oath in his presence, 
when he adverted to tlie formidable coalition forming against 
him, and announced the probability of his being soon called 
to appear at the head of the army. On the 12th, he left 
Paris and pushed forward to I^aon, aiul on the 15th, attacked 
the Prussian posts on the Sambre, and carried Charleroi. 
The Prussian army under Blucher was concentrated at Sam- 
breuf. The French continued their inarcli towards Brussels. 
On the Ibth, Blucher was attacked by the French in his posi- 
tion between Brie and Soinbreuf, and was so miieli weakened 
as to he obliged to fall hack on (he Wavre : the Duke of 
Wellington also making a corresponding movement upon 
Genappe; and, on the 17th, moved to Waterloo, where, on 
the 18th, the memorable battle took place. Buonaparte, 
after his defeat, reached Paris on the 20th ; having abdi- 
cated in favour of his son. On the 22d, he quitted Paris, 
and proceeded towards the western coast. He arrived at 
Rochfort on the 3d July, and resided at the house of the 
Prefect until the 8th, on the evening of which day he embarked 
on board the Saale frigate for the Isle of Aix. On the lOtb, 
he sent a flag of truce on board the linglish man-of-war, Belle- 
rophon. On the I5tli, he embarked on the Epervier brig, and 
made sail towards the English admiral as a flag of truce ; 
when he was takeji on board, and brought to Torbay on 
the 24th. 

An arrangement having been made with the East-India 
Company, it w^as determined that St. Hei.ena should be the 
place of Napoleon’s exile. On the 7th of August he was 
embarked on board the Northumberland, Captain Sir George 
Cockburn, which ship proceeded for her destination the fol- 
lowing day. 

1816. Rt April 1816, two acts were passed : the one for more effec- 
tually detaining Napoleon Buonaparte in custody,* the other 
regulating the intercourse with the island during his detention 
there ;t hy which, no vessels, other than those chartered or 
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ongagod by the East-India Company, were to trade or touch 
tliLU'e. 

Ill June 1817, an act was passed, permitling a direct trade 
to and from the places witliin the Company’s limits and certain 
possessions in the Mediterranean.* 

In June ISIS, an act was passed to consolidate the several 
laws relating to the manner in which the East^India Company 
are required to hire shijis ;f also another act to remove doubts 
as to the validity of certain marriages had and solemnized in 
India by ministers of the church of Scotland. :| 

On the 5th June ISIS, the committee of the House of Com- 
mons to whom the petition of William Abbott, Richard Arthur 
Maitland, and Tliomas Parry, and also the petition of several 
creditors of the banking-house of Chase, Sew^ell, and of 
Madras, w'as referred, submitted a report to the House, accom- 
])anicd by minutes of evidence and an appendix; in which the 
committee stated, that there was no doubt advances w^ere made 
by the petitioners, of loans to the Nabobs of the Carnatic; and 
as doubts had arisen as to the period wdien the act of the JTth 
Geo. Ill, whicli received the royal assent on the 20th July 1797, 
reached Madras, the committee observed, that the House might 
be of opinion, that it wxiiild be advisable to permit a bill to be 
brought in, allowing the parties to bring evidence of the pecu- 
liar circumstances attending tlic loans before the Carnatic 
(Commissioners; at the same time stating, that in framing a 
bill with that object, much care ought undoubtedly to be 
tala n not to include in its relaxations any other loans than 
those which, in the strictest sense, come within the description 
to which the committee adverted, viz. on account of advances 
made with some degree of countenance on the part of the 
members and officers of government, to enable the Nabob to 
])ay the kists which, by treaty, he had engaged to make good. 

An act was accordingly passed in the following session ; but 
being a private act, it was not printed. 

In April 1819, an act was passed, enabling his Majesty to 
fix the rate and direct the disposal of freight of money for the 
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1819. conveyance of specie and jewels on board his Majesty’s ships 
and vessels. ^' 

An act was also passed in Jnl}", regulating the postage to 
and from India.f — [Vitie Postage.) 

1820. In 1820, the foreign trade of the country engaged the atten- 
tion of both Houses of Parliament. 

In the House of Commons, on the 8th May, Mr. Baring on 
presenting a petition from tlie Merchants of London, adverted 
to the necessity of revising the navigation laws, of repealing 
the wool tax, of permitting the importation of timber from 
the north of Europe, and of removing the restraints on the 
China trade. 

On the I6th May, Mr. iMiilay, in presenting a petition from 
the Cliamber of Commerce at Olasgow, similar in its prayer 
to that from the Merchants of London, alluded particularly to 
the restrictions on the China trade, and to the limitation on 
the tonnage of vessels engaged in the India traile; he likewise 
urged the repeal of the usury la^vs, the revision of our revenue 
laws and bankrupt laws, and the removal of some of the 
imposts on the importation of foreign commodities. 

In the House of I.ords, tlie Marquis of [.ansdown, on the 
26th May, moved for the appointment of a committee to con- 
sider of the means of extending and securing the foreign trade 
of the country. His Lordship expatiated at great length on the 
trade with the East-Indies. The Earl of Liverpool replied 
to his Lordship. No objection was made to the appointment 
of a committee, which was accordingly nominated ; and, on the 
3d July, Lord Lansdown, as their chairman, brought up the 
report. 

In July 1820, an act was passed to enable the East-India 
Company to raise and maintain a corps of volunteer infantry. 

In the House of Commons a committee had been appointed 
the .5th June on the foreign trade of the country; a report 
was brought up by Mr. Wallace on the 18th July. Some 
relaxation in the navigation laws was suggested ; as well as the 
importance of extending the warehousing system. The incon- 
venience arising from the variety of laws relative to mercantile 
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transactions was strongly j)oinled out, and a more liberal 
policy, with a due regard to the interests which had grown up 
under the existing system, was recommended to tlie attention 
of the House. 

On the 11th April 1821, the Marquis of Lansdown pre- 
sented another Report from the Committee on Foreign Trade, 
having reference more particularly to the Hritish trade witli 
Asia. An act was passett* in the month of July following, 
authorizing a trade to and from places within the limits of 
tlie charter of the East-India (company (excepting the domi- 
nions of the Emperor of China), and ports or places beyond 
those limits, belonging to any state or country in amity with his 
Majesty. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, when he brought forward 
his Budget on the 1st June, adverted to two contingent cir- 
cumstances, wliicli might cause an increase in the expenditure 
either of that or tlu^ following year. The first \vas, the charge 
for out-pensioners of (ireeiiwich Hospital; the second, a claim 
of the East-India Company, arising out of a mixed and com- 
plicated account between Crovernment and the Company.f 

In Junti 1821,:!: an act was passed to regulate the appropria- 
tion of unclaimed shares of ])rize money belonging to soldiers or 
seamen in the service of the East-India Company. 

On tlie 14th March 1822, Mr. Creevy brought forward a 
motion for tin inquiry into the duties of the Board of Control, 
and by whom the same were performed. In opposing the 
motion, Mr. Canning remarked on the increase of business 
which had taken jdace in the last five or six years, in the ratio 
of twenty per cent., and bore testimony to the accuracy 
and talent with which the papers drawn up at the India- 
House, and sent to the Board, were prepared. The motion 
was negatived by two hundred and seventy-three to eighty- 
eight. 

Oh 
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1822. On the 26th June 1822, a copy of a Minute of the Lords 
of the treasury was laid before the House of Commons, 
nnd ordered to be printed; detailing the proceedings whicli 
had taken place since July 1821, to ellect a settlement 
of the accounts between the public and the East-India 
Company ; and the determination of the Lords of the 
Treasury to propose to Parliament, that the public should pay 
to the Company the sum of XljJOOjOOO ; such sum to be consi- 
dered as closing the accounts between the Ciovernment and 
the Company to the 80lh April 1822, and to be applied in 
]»art <lisclKirgc of the loan raised for the East-liidia Company 
in 1812. 

'^riie sum of .£557,322, beyond the said sum of .£1,300,000, 
being ni'cessary to comjdete the re<l(an})tion of the £2,500,000, 
raised hy loan in 1812, for the service of the Company, 
arrangeiuenls were made to meet that sum on the part of the 
(.'ompany ; and the act of 3d (leo. 1\', c. 03, was passed in 
the Jiionth of July, to carry into execiilioii tlie settlement 
between his Majesty and tlie Easl-ljulia Compaiiy, hy whicii 
the account lH*tween Government and tlie Company was closed 
to 30tli April 1822, and repayment made hy the Company to 
the public ol’ the £2,500,000 : the future cliargcs on which were 
transferred to the Consolidated Euiul.^ 

On the 10th June 1822, a ])etition was presented from G. 
Preiidergast, Es(j., agent for Monohiir Doss and ISeetul llalioo, 
})raying salisfactioii of their demands on the government of 
( )ude. Copies ofall proee(‘diiigs of the Courlof Directors thereon 
were ordered to be laid before the House of Commons, 'riiose 
proceedings consisted of a letter IVom Mr. Preiidergast to the 
Court, setting forth the claims of the parties above adverted 
to ; a lleport Irom the Committee of Correspondence of the 
Court of Directors, the 3lst May, rccommeiuling to the Court 
the total and unqualified rejection of Mr. Prendergast’s de- 
mand, which report was unanimously approved by the Court, 
and a communication to that effect made to Mr. Prendcr- 
gast. "Jlie Committee of Correspondence having liad an 
opportunity of perusing Mr. Prendergast’s petition to the 
House of Commons, they submitted a report thereon, under 
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(late the l9th June, pointing out tlie misstatements in the 18221. 
petition ; which report was unanimously approved by the 
Court of Directors on the same day. Those additional ])ro- 
eeediiigs were laid before the House of Commons on the 21st 
June. 

On the 29tii July 1822, the committee of the House of 
Commons to whom the matter w'as referred reported that, 
owning to the late period of the st‘Ssion in which they com- 
menced their iiujuiry, they had not been enabled to make 
furtJier progress therein. 

In the year 1828, further measures were adopted with refe- 1828. 
rence to the extension ol thc commercial policy of the country. 

The warehousing bill, the object of which was to allow fo- 
reigners to di.‘posit their goods in Hritish warehouses, and to 
take them out without payment of duty, was passed. 

'riiroe acts n^laling to the aU’airs of the Company were also 
passed in that session. 

The 4th Geo. IV, cap. 71, to authorize the Company to 
(lelVay tlie charge of retiring pay, pensions, and other ex- 
penses ol* that nature, of his Majesty’s forces serving in 
India; also fixing jieiisions for the bishop and archdeacons; 
and likewise eslablisliing a court of judicature at llombay. 

With reference to the half-])a 3 ^, pensions, &c., tlie Chancellor 
of the Kxchequer, in submitting his liudget to the Houses 
on the 2d July, stated, that as the Ck^mpany had a large 
jmrtioii of British troops employed in protecting their terri- 
tory, it appeared reasonable that they should defray some part 
of the half-pay and pensions with which the country was 
chargeable on account of the army. The arrangement ulti- 
mately concluded was that the Company should pay Xf)(),()()0 
a year. 

The 4th Geo. IV, cap. 80, (regarding which a lengthened 
correspondence took yilace belwecii the Board of Commissioners 
for the Affairs of India and the Court of Directors), wa*s passed, 
to consolidate and amend the several laws respecting the 
Indian trade. By that act the restriction as to the burthen of 
vessels in any part of the India trade, as well as the nec(?ssity 
of taking out licenses, were abolished. India-built ships were 
likewise to be admitted to British registry, thereby enjoying the 
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same privilege as ships built in any other of the British 
plantations. 

A penalty is inflicted on any coiniiuinder or officer of a 
ship taking on board, or conniving at any person being unlaw- 
fully taken on board his ship. 

The third act was the 4th Geo. IV, cap. 81, consolidating 
and amending the laws for punishing mutiny and desertion of 
officers and soldiers in the East-liulia Company's service. 

On the 2d May 1823, Mr. Whitmore moved in the House 
of Commons for a ISelect Committee to inquire into the tluties 
payable on East and West-India sugar, and contended tliat, 
as far as our empire in India was concerned, we wn^rci bound, 
not only by a sense of justice, but of individual interest, to 
abolish the restrictions with which the importation of East- 
India sugars into the home market w^as fettered. The motion 
was rejecUid by one hundred and sixty-one to thirty-four. 

Iji 1824, the 5tli Geo. IV, cap. 88, was passed, authori/ing 
the East-India Company to trade direct from China to the 
British colonies and plantations in America. And the act of 
the same session, cap. 108, was; passed, transferring to the Com- 
pany the Dutch possessions on tiie continent of India, and the 
settlement of Malacca ceded to Great Britain under a treaty 
concluded between his Britannic Majesty and the King of the 
Jiptherlands, on the 17th March 1824, together with the 
island of Singapore; also authorizing the removal of convicts 
from Sumatra. An act was likewise passed (local and personal), 
cap. 117, enabling the Tanjore commissioners the better to 
carry into effect the agreement between the l^ast-India Com- 
pany and the creditors of his Iligliness Ameer Sing. 

In May 1825, papers relating to the discussions with the 
Burmese Government were laid bt;fore the House of Commons. 

In the nionth of July, in the same year, an act was passed 
for further regulating the payment of the sidaries and pensions 
to the judges in India, and to the Bisliop of Calcutta; also 
authorizing the transportation of offenders the island of 

St. Helena, and for more effectually providing for the admi- 
nistration of justice in Singapore and Malacca.* 

In March 1826, Mr. Williams Wynn brought two bills be- 
fore 
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fore the House of Commons, the one regulating* the appoint- 1826 
ment of juries in the East-Inclies ; the other to suspend the 
provisions of the 53d Geo. Ill, which makes it obligatory upon 
every person, before he sliall proceed to llengal, Madras, or 
llombay, as a writer, to pass four terms at tlie East-India 
College ; and to authorize rej)reseutatives of civil and military 
servants dying within the Company’s limits, or at the Cape of 
Good Hope, wlien on leave of absence from the scatlement or 
station to which they may belong, to receive the salaries to which 
such officers would have been <*iititled had lli(;y returned to India. 

L A W S. 

Accounts to be laid bejore Varlinmcni* 

(1) And be it farther enacted, that the Court of Directors of the LAWS, 
said Company sliall, witliin the (irst fourteen sitting days next after 
the thirtieth day of March in every year, lay before botl) Houses of iJjiGco. f), 
Parliament an account, made up according to the latest advices § 
which sliall have been received, and with as much accuracy as the 
nature of the case will admit, of the annual produce of the revenues 
of the Rritish territories in India, distinguishing the same under the 
respective heads thereof, at eaeii of their several presidencies or set- 
tlements, with the amount of their sales of goods and stores within 
the limits of their exclusive trade, and of all their annual disburse- 
ments within the said limits, distinguishing the same under the re- 
spective heads thereof, together with the latest estimate of the sam^; 
anil also the amount of their debts abroad, with the rates of interest 
they res])ectively carry, and the annual amount of such interest ; the 
state of their effects at each presidency or settlement, and in China, 
consisting of cash and bills in their treasuries, goods and stores, and 
debts owing to the said Company, according to the latest advices 
which shall have been received thereof; and also a list of their several 
establishments in India, and other parts within the limits of their 
exclusive trade, and the salaries and allow^ances payable by the said 
Company in respect thereof; and also another annual account, made 
up to the first day of March next preceding the delivery thereof to 
Parliament, containing the amount of the proceeds of the sale of the 
goods and merchandizes of the said Company in Great Britain, and 
of their commercial and other receipts, charges, and payments in 
Great Britain, under tlic several heads thereof, together with an 
estimate of the same for the current year, and a statement of their 
bond debts and simple contract debts, with the rates of interest they 
respectively carry, and the amount of such interest, and the state 
of the cash remaining in their treasury, and other effects appertain- 
ing to the Company in (ircat Britain or afloat ; and if any new 
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or increased salaries, establishments, or pensions, payable in Great 
Britain, shall have been granted or created within the preceding year, 
the particulars thereof shall be specially stated and inserted at the foot 
of such account. 

Accounts to be separated into Territorial and CommerciaL 

(2) And he it further enacted, that the several ac- principle 

counts required by tlie said act of the Parliament of III 
Great Britain, of the thirty-third year of his present laid btfure Par- 
Majesty, to be annually laid before both Houses of 
Parliament, shall be henceforth prepared and arranged, 
in conformity to the principles of separation hereinbefore directed, of 
the territorial and political branch Irom the commercial branch of the 
affairs of the said United Company. 

Accounts to he made up to the Ma^, annually, 

(.3) And whereas, by an act made in the thirty-third 3:j Gco. 3, c, 
year of his present iNIajosty, intituled, “ An Act for jj‘“J 
“ continuing in the East-lndia Company, for a. further and pn-.oiitlnj; 

IVrrn, the Possession of the British IVrritories in Knst-Indiji 
“ India, together with tlu*ir exclusive Trade, under 

certain Limitations ; for establishing furtlier llegulalions for 
the Government of the said Territories, and the better Adtnini- 
“ stralion of Justice within the same; for appropriating to certain 
“ Uses the Revenues and Profits of the said Comj)any ; and lor 
“ niahing Provision for the good Order and Government of the 
“ Towns of Calcutta, .\fatb'as, and Bombay," it is among other 
things enacted, that the Court of Directors of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies should, within 
the first fourteen sitting days after the thirtieth day of March in 
every year, lay certain accounts before Parliament : and whereas it is 
expedient to alter the periods for making up and presenting the said 
accounts to Parliament; be it therefore enacted, that the several 
accounts directed by the said recited act to be presented to Parlia- 
ment shall, by the Court of Directors of the said United Company, 
be annually made up to the first day of May, and be presented to 
both Houses of Parliament wdtliin the first fourteen sitting days after 
the said period in every year, any thing in the said recited act con- 
tained to the contrary thereof notwithstanding. 

Alloivnncrs to Ship-Owners to be laid before Parliament, 

(4) Copies of all proceedings of the Court of Directors, touching 
the execution of the act authorizing the Company to make extra- 
ordinary allow'ancc.s to ship-owners, to be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament, together with the annual accounts under the 33d Geo. HI, 
cap. ^2. 
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Grants of Salar/^ Patsiotiy or Gratiiitijy to he laid before Parliament, 

CopicF of grants (5) Copies of all warrants or instruments granting 
^*'y salary, pension, or gratuity, shall be submitted 
lianiLMit. to both Houses of Parliament, within one month afler 

sucli grant, if I*arliament shall be then sitting, or if not, within one 
jiionth al'tcr their then next meeting. 

Notice the Spkakeii as to Expiration of the Compatips exclusive 

Privileges, 


tiiUL* afli*r tlio 
iOth April 1S:^1, 
iim! paynu'iit of 


cease :m<l In- de- 
termiiieil.— .'i:J 
eJeo. a, c. 17 . 


('oinpaiiy, or 
I heir right to 
trade in CiMiiiiioii 
with others. 


5 a Geo. 
c. 

§ HH. 


On the expira- (6) Provided always, and be it fnrllu r enacted, that 
tioii of tlirce Jit jiny tiiinj upon three years’ notice to be givcit l)y 
Parliament, ai’ter tin* ttailh day of April, one thousand 
tiiuL* after the eight hundred and thirty-one, anti upon payment inadti 
iOth ApriMs:^!, said United (’ompany o!‘ any sum or sinns of 

what is due from money wliicli, according- to the provisions of a certain 
the public to the of tl,o tliirty-tliird yc\ir of the rei.;.'-ii of bis present 
term anTtho^ Majcsly, intituled, An Act for plat'ing the Stock, 
elusive iraile to « called Uast-Iiidia Annuities, umler the Munagemeiit 
tennlnelf-^^^ ** (iovcnior and Carnijtany of the Ihink of Ihig- 

Gco. a, c. 17 . “ land, and engrafting the same on the 'rinve Poimils 

“ per Centum Itedneed Annuities, in Uedeniption of a 
Debt, of Imur millions two hundred thousand l\nmds owing by the 
Public to the Kast-lndia Company; and for enabling the said 
“ (annpany to raise a Sum of IMoney by a iurfher Increase of tlieir 
(Capital Stock, to be applied in Discharge of certain Debts of tlu‘ 
“ said Conipanjg” shall or may, upon the exj)iration of the said 
three years, become payable to the said Company, according to the 
true intent and rneatiing of the said act, then and Irom iheneelorth, 
and not before or sooner, the said term hereby granted to the said 
United Company, and all right, title, and interest of the said United 
Company, to or in any exclusive trade continued to the said Coin- 
pany under the provisions of this act, shall cease and determine. 

Not to nefer- (7) Provided also, that noihing in the said proviso 
mine tin? rorpo- j j. ^.ontahicd, or in any proviso in the 

('oinp.iiiy, t»r said act of the ninth year of King \\ iliiam III, or in 
ihcir right to of tlio fifth day of Sepreniber in the 

trade iM CiMiiiiioii , i* i • • • i i 

with others. tenth year ol Ins reign, or m any other act or charier 
contained, shall extend or he eonstrned to extend to 
determine the corporation of the sahl United (atrnpany, or to hinder, 
]>revont, or preehide the said CUimpau}'^ or their successors, from carry- 
ing on, at all limes after such determination of their exclusive trade as 
aloresaid, a free trade in, to, and irom the Kast-lndies, and limits in 
the said last-mentioned act or charter contained, with all or any part 
of their joint slock in trade, goods, merchandizes, estates and eifeets, 
in common with other the subjects of his IMajesty, his heirs anil suc- 
cessors, trading to, in, and from the said part or limits. 

'2 N if 


(S) And 
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(8) And be it further enacted, that any notice in Notice by the 
writing signified by the Speaker of the House of Com- dccincld a*duc 
inuns for the time being, by order of the said House, notice by ParbV 
sliall be deemed and adjudged a due and proper notice "**^“*^' 
by Parliament to and for all the ends, intents,, and purposes for which 
any notice is by this act directed to be given to the said United 
Company. 


Regulations by Governments abroad : Copies to be laid b^'ore 
Parliament. 

(9) And be it further enacted, that from and after Copies of Hegu- 
thc passing of this act the said Court of Directors 

shall annually lay before both Houses of Parliament, c. 142, 

together with the accounts directed by the said act of iJ'J and 4o Geo. 
the Parliament of Oreat Britain of the tliirty-third year 
of his Majesty’s reign, and by this act to be laid before c. 68, to be laid 
the said Houses by the said Court, one copy of all 

•' ‘ . accountsi, belore 

the Regulations made by their several governments in Parliament. 
India, and transmitted to them under and in pursuance 
of an act made in the thirty •seventh year of his Majesty's reign, intituled 
“ An Act for the better Administration of Justice at Calcutta, Madras, 
** and Bombay, and for preventing British Subjects from being con- 
“ cerned in Loans to the Native Princes in India;” and also of a 
certain other act, made in tlio thirty-ninth and fortieth year of his said 
Majesty, intituled An Act for establishing lurther Regulations for 
“ the Government of the British Territories in India, and the better 

Administration of.lustice within the same;” and also of a certain 
other act, made in the forty-seventh year of his Majesty’s reign, inti- 
liluled “ An Act for the better Government of the Settlements of Fort 
“ St. George and Bombay, ibr the Regulation of Public Banks, and for 
“ amending so much of an Act passed in (he thirty-third Year of his 
** present Majesty, as relates to the periods at which the Civil Ser- 
“ vants of the East- India Company may be employed in their Service 
“ abroad.” 

Stipe raji 7 iualions : Account of to be laid bej'ore Parliament.. 

(10) Provided always, and be it lurther enacted, that Accountofsu- 

„ . peraiinuations to 

an account of all allowances, compensations, remunc- 

rations and superannuations which shall be granted, Parliament. 

cither to the officers or servants of the said Board of Commissioners, or 

to the officers or servants of the said Company as aforesaid, during the 

preceding year, shall be laid before Parliament within fifteen days 

after the next meeting thereof. 

AUeration in Superan7iuations and Salaries of Board of Commissioners 
to he laid b^ore Parliament. 

(11) And be it further enacted, that so much of an S»> n»ucb of m 
act passed in the fiftieth year of his present Majesty’s 


reign. 
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a» directs ^c- reign, intituled “ An Act to direct that Accounts of LA WS. 

dimi- “ Increase and Diminution of Public Salaries, Pen- “ 
iiutioii of sahn- sions, and Allowances shall be annually laid before 51 Geo. 
laid before Par ** Parliament, and to regulate and control the granting 
liaincnt, sliali “ and paying of such Salaries, Pensions, and Allow- ^ 
eitenil to the of- *< anccs,” as directs that, between the first, day of 
InLionm itrthc February and the twenty-liftb day of March in every 
AiniiiK of liidiii. year, if Parliament shall be sitting during any part of 
such period ; or if Parliament sliall not he sitting during any part of 
such period, tlieii within i’orty days after tlie eommcncenicnt of the 
session of Parliament in such year, there shall be laid before both 
Houses of l^arliamont an account of every increase and diminution 
which shall have taken place within the preceding year, ending on the 
first day of January, in tlie number of persons employed in all public 
offices or departments, or in the salaries, cmolimieuts, allowances, and 
expenses wdiich may have taken place, or been paid, granted, received 
or incurred, for and in respect oi‘ all officers and j)ersons belonging to, 
or employed in or by, or in the service of all public offices or depart- 
menls, specifying the amount and nature thereof, and distinguishing 
in siicli account every increase and diminution in the amount of all 
allowances or compensations granted or allowed, as retired allowances 
or su])erannuations, to any person or persons having held any office, 
place, or employment in any such public office or department, or 
liaving been employed in any manner in any public services under any 
such office or department ; and specifying in every such account the 
time and length of service of every such person, and the amount of the 
salary or allowances received by such person immediately preceding 
such superannuation, and tlie nature ol’his services ; and also specify- 
ing in every siicli account the grounds upon w hich every such increase 
or diminution in the establishment of any such public office or depart- 
ment, or of any such salary, emolument, allowance, or compensation, 
or superannuation, as .aforesaid, shall have been made, granted, or 
allowed, shall extend and be construed to extend to the office of the 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 


BY-LAW. 

Item, it is ordained, 'fliat such accounts and papers as may from v. 1,§ 4. 
time to time be laid before cither House of Parliament by the Court 
of Directors, shall be laid before the next Ciencral Court. And that 
all proceedings of Parliament which, in the opinion of the Court of 
Directors, may affect the rights, interests, or privileges of the East- 
India Company, shall be submitted by them to the consideration of a 
(Jeneral Court, to be specially summoned for that purpose, before the 
same shall he passed into a law. 



( 55h ) 


LAWS. 

181;). 
53 Geu. 
c. 155, 

§ 811, 


PASS AG 1'% MONEY. 


PiiEViousi.y to the act ot 1813, the salaries ol the ixoveriior- 
fifeiieral, governors, judges, meiiihers of council, &c., if resident 
in England, connnenced at the time of their embarkation : by 
the 53d Geo. Ill, the salaries commence from the piirties taking 
upon themselves the execution of their offices ; and a certain 
allowance is made and advanced to thci several parties for tlui 
purpose of defraying the expenses of their e(]uij)ment and 
voyage. 


L A \V S. 


I^ass/ior- Miiiicij, 

(1) And whereas by a certain act })assed in tlie tliir- 


l\»r 

parts «)!’ acts ii.‘- 
tlio 

o(‘ certain saJa- 
rit's, and dirocl.- 
in;^ till* coin- 
immivincMit, 
llioivof, and for 
paynuMit of* pas- 
sage*- mt»iu*y to 
ciTtain olliriTs. 
— IS (iC*o. S, i*. 

;{9 and 10 
Cioo. a, 0. 7'J. — 
a? Goo.:;, c.i rj. 


teenth year of his present .Majesty’s reign, intituled, 

All Act for establishing certain Uegulations for the 
“ better Management of the Affairs of the East-India 
“ Company, as well in India as in Europe it is 
enacted, that the salaries of the governor-general and 
council of Fort-William, and of the chief justice and 
judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at l^'ort- 
Williani in Bengal, shall take place and cornnieiice, in 
respect to all such persons wlio shall be resident in 
Great Britain at the time of their appointment, upon 
and from the day on which such persons shall embark 
from Great Britain ; and tliat the salaries of all sucli persons who shall 
at the time of their appointment be resident in India, shall commence 
from and after tlieir respectively taking upon them tlie execution of 
tlicir offices : and whereas by an act passed in t!ic fortieth year of 
his Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An ' Act for establishing furtlier 
“ Regulations for the Government of the British Territories in India, 
“ and the better Administration of Justice within the same,” a similar 
provision is made in respect to the salaries of the chief justice and 
judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras : and whereas 
by an act passed in the thirty-seventh year of his Majesty’s reign, 
intituled, “ An Act for the better Administration of justice at Cal- 
“ cutta, Madras, and Bombay, and for preventing British Subjects 

“ from 
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<< from being concerned in Loans to the Native Princes in India,” LAWS, 
a similar provision is made in respect to the salary of the Recorder of 
the Court of Judicature at Bombay : and whereas no such provision 53 Guo. 3 ^ 
has been made respecting the commencement of the salaries of the c- 1^5, 
governor or council of Port St. George, or of the governor or council ^ 

of the town and Island of Bombay, or of the governor of Prince of 
Wales’ Island, or of the recorder there : and whereas it is expedient 
that a general and moderate provision should be made in respect of 
all the said offices and of others who may happen to be in the IJnited 
Kingdom at the time of their appointments; be it therefore further 
enacted, that so much of the said acts of the thirteenth, thirty-seventh, 
and fortieth years of his Majesty’s reign, as relates to the commencement 
of salaries, shall be and the same is hereby repealed : and that from 
and after the passing of this act, the salaries of tlie several officers 
hereinbefore mentioned shall commence from and after their respec- 
tively taking upon them the execution of their offices ; and the said 
Court ol Directors shall and they arc hereby recjiiired to pay and 
advance to all and singular the officers and persons hereinafter men- 
tioned, who shall be resident in the IJnited Kingdom at the time 
of their respective appointments, lor the purpose of dclrayirig tlie 
expenses of their ecpiipiucnts and voyage, such sums of money as are 
set against the names of such officers and persons respectively ; that 


IS to say, 

To the governor-general of I’ort-William in Bengal €5,000 

To each of the meinbia*s of council there IjiiOO 

To the conmiander-in-chief of all the forces in India.. .. 
lo the chief justice of the Supreme Court at Fort-William 1,500 

To each of the puisne judges there 1,000 

To the governor of Fort St. Gecirge 3,000 

To each of the members of council there 1,000 

To the comiiiander-in-chief there 5^,000 

To the chief justice of the Supreme Court there l,j^00 

To each of the puisne judges there 1,000 

To the governor of Bombay 2,500 

To each of the members of eomicil there 1,000 

To the commander-in-chief there ] ,500 

To the recorder there 1,000 

To the governor of Prince of Wales’ Island 1,200 

To the recorder there 1,000 

To the bishop 1,200 

To each of the archdeacons 500 
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'Fiie amount and conditions under which the parties named 
in the several enactinents contained in this head,* are entitled 
to the pensions fixed for their respect ive offices, having been 
prescribed by Parliament. It may not be uninteresting to advert 
very briefly to the proceedings which took place in the year 
1782, when the system of granting pensions from the public 
purse was revised, stiid all future grants subjected to the cog- 
nizance of the Legislature. 

In the year 1780, Mr. Burke submitted to the House of 
Commons his plan for a general reform in the branches of 
public expenditure, and pointed out the injurious clFects which 
had arisen from the system of granting pensions at the pleasure 
of the Crown on the civil list. Jt was not, however, till 1782, 
that any steps were taken to carry such revision into eflect; in 
the early j)art of the year, acts were passed for discpialifying 
revenue officers from voting at elections, and for rendering 
contractors incaj)able of sitting in thti House of Commons. In 
the month of April, a message was sent down to both Houses 
of Parliament, recommending amongst other measures, a re- 
form in the Civil establishment. A bill was accordingly 
brought in, upon which was founded the act of 1782, for 
regulating the civil list and the futute grants of pensions, and 
providing that henceforth no pension beyond .£1,200 per annum 
be granted, excepting to his Majesty’s Uoyal Family, or on an 
address of either House of Parliament. 

A custom had prevailed of granting pensions on a private 
list, during his Majesty’s pleasure, upon a supposition, that in 
some cases it might not be expedient for the public good to 
divulge the names of the persons on such list, or that it miglit 
be disagreeable to the persons receiving such payments to have 
it known that their distresses were so relie veil. It appearing to 

Parliament 

* Judges, nisho)>, Archdeacons, and Itccordcr. 
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Parliament that such usage might be the means of practising 
secret and dangerous corruption, they declared it to be no dis- 
paragement for any person to be relieved by the royal bounty 
in their distress, or for their desert ; but that, on the contrary, 
it is honourable on just cause to be thought worthy of rtiward. 
It was accordingly ordained, in future, that all pensions should 
be paid at the Exchequer, and tlui names of tlie parties to 
whom or in trust for "whom such pensions is granted, entered 
there. Provision was at the same time made for permitting the 
high treasurer, or /irst commissioner of the Treasury, to return 
into the Exchequer any j)ension then on the private list, with- 
out the name of the pensioner, on taking ai. oath that such 
pension was not tlirectly or indirectly- Ibr llie benefit, use, or 
bi*half of any member of the House of Commons, or applicable 
directly or indirectly, to the purpose of supporting or pro- 
curing an interest in any ]>lace returning members to I’ar- 
lianicut. In 1799, an act was passeil, enabling his Majesty to 
grant certain pensions to the Eord Cliaucellor and Judges of 
the several courts in J'aigland. 

In the month of h'cbruary 1817, Eord Castlereagh brought 
under the consideration of the House of Commons a statement 
of the [)iiblic income and the expemliture, wiili a view to 
fixing a ])ermauent peace; establishment ; and proposed the 
appointment of a committee to inquire into and state the in- 
come and expeiulitiire of the Hnited Kingdom for the year 
ending the 5th January 1817 ; and also to consider and state the 
probable inct)me and expenditure, so far as the same could be 
then estimated, for the years 1818 and 1819, and to report 
thereon ; and also on what further measures might be adopted 
for the relief of the country. An amendment was moved by 
Mr. Ilrand, to carry the inquiry so far back as 1799, which 
was lost by 210 to 117. The committee was accordingly 
appointed, consisting of twenty-one members. On the 5th 
May the first report, relating to the abolition of sinecures, 
was laid before the House. The existence of sinecures w^as 
considered as a blot and blemish in the system of tlie country : 
it was liable to the charge of favouritism ; and another strong 
objection was, its being granted in reversion. The abolition 
of certain olBces was accordingly recommended, and that his 

Majesty 
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Majesty should be empowered to grant pensions in lieu of such 
rewards. In the course of tlie discussions which took place, it 
was moved, that any person who might accept a pension under 
the proposed act, should vacate his seat in Parliament : it was 
rejected by sixty-four to twenty-seven. The bill passed both 
Houses of Parliament, and in July received the Royal assent. 

Under limitations and restrictions, the act prescribes four 
sections or classes. 

Fir.st Class : 

The First I-«ord of the 'Preasury ; 

His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State; 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer; 

The First Lord of the Admiralty ; 

Hie President of the Board of Commissioners for tlie 
Affairs of India; by the Act of the 6th of Geo. IV., 
cap. 89 (July 1825). 

To any person who shall have served in any one or more of 
the above-mentioned offices for a period of not less 'than two 
years in the w'holc, either uninterruptedly or at different times, 
his Majestj^ may grant a pension during life, not exceeding 
.£51,000 per annum. No greater number than six such pensions 
to be existing at the same time. 

Second Class: 

The Chief Secretary for Ireland ; 

The Secretary at W ar. 

To any person wlio shall have served in the above-mentioned 
offices not less than five years in tlie whole, either uninter- 
ruptedly or at diflerent times, in either or both of the offices, 
a pension during life, not exceeding .£2,000 per annum. No 
greater number than three such pensions to be existing at the 
same time. 

Third Class : 

The Joint Secretaries of the 'Preasury; 

First Secretary of the Admiralty ; 

The Vice-President of the Board of Trade; by the 
Act of July 1825. 

After five years’ service in any one or more of the above 
offices, a pension during life of £1,500 per annum. No 

greater 
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greater number than six such pensions to be existing at the 
same time. 

low'tli Clans : 

The Under Secretaries of State : 

Clerk of the Ordnance ; 

Second Secretary to tlic Admiralty ; and, 

The Secretary to tlie India Board ; by the Act of July 
1825. 

After ten years’ service in any one or more of tliose offices, 
.£ I, ()()() per annum during life. No greater number than six 
such pensions to be existing at the same time. 

A provision, liowever, was inserted, that any ])crson who 
shall have st*rved in more than one of the three latter classes of 
offices, and the whole period of Iiis service therein shall amount 
to eight years, he shall be entitled to the pension annexed to 
the higher class of office of £2,000 per annum, provided he 
shall have servetl in such higher class not less than three years. 

By the Act of 1810 it is ])rovided, with reference to persons 
who have served the Crown in foreign countries, that no pen- 
sion or allowance shall be granted within less than ten years 
Irom the date of such ])erson’s first appoijitment, during 
which time h(^ shall have served not les.s than three years, and 
no such allowance shall exceed .£2,000 ])er annum; and the 
person in whose favour the grant shall be made, is not to be 
h'ss than thirty-five years of age. 

Such are the provisions with reference to offices under the 
Crov/n. 

Those now’^ wull be noticed as respect the Company. 

In 179.3, the 3.3d Geo. Ill, cap. .52, was passed; by the 
I25th section of which act, any new pension or increase of 
pension beyond £200 per annum, is not available in law if 
granted after the passing of that act, and during the con- 
tinuance of the Company’s right in the exclusive Uade, unless 
approved and confirmed by the Board of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India, attested under the hand of the President 
of the Board. 

The first enactment establishing pensions to parties who 
had held offices in India, was passed in 1797. By the act of 

the 


50 Geo. 
c. 117. 
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the 37th Geo. Ill, cap. 14*2, it was declared, that the Su- 
preme Court of Calcutta should lliereafter consist of a chief 
justice, and two, instead of three puisne judges; and his Ma- 
jesty was empowered to direct payment of a yearly sum out 
of the territorial revenues, to any chief justice or other 
judge, on his returning to Europe, provided they shall have 
resided seven years iij India — to the chief justice not exceed- 
ing e£2,000 per annum, and such puisne judge £1,500 per 
annum; also to each of the recorders of Madrfis and Bombay 
who shoidd have resided in India as recorder five years, on 
their return to Europe, £1,200 per annum; but such pensions 
were not to exceed in the whole £6,000 per annum. In 
July 1800, when the Supreme Court was establislied at 
Madras, his Majesty was authorized to grant a pension of 
£1,600 per annum to the chief justice, and £1,400 to a puisne 
judge on tlicir return to Europe, provided they had resided 
in India seven years as chief or puisne judge, llie pensions 
which might be granted to the judges of the Supi-eme Court 
at Calcutta and Madras, and to the recorder at liombay, were* 
not to exceed in the whole the sum of £11,000 per annum, 
which sum was equal to the salaries of one puisne judge at 
Calcutta and one at Madras. 

The next legislative provision as to pensions was made in 
1813, when his Majesty was etnpowered, by warrants under 
his royal sign-mimual, ct)untersigned by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer for the time being, to grant pensions to the 
bishop and archdeacons, after fifteen years’ residence, to the 
former £1,500 per annum, and to the latter £800 per annum ; 
the same to be taken as part of the political charges of the 
Company. 

In June 1815, by the 8th section of the 55th Geo. HI, cap. 
84, his Majesty was empowered, in the event of the promotion 
of any of the parties to the highest stations, to grant the 
largest pension, provided the party shall have filled such 
station for four years, and have been resident in India seven, 
although they might not return to Europe : in the event, how- 
ever, of their re-appointment to any of the offices, such pen- 
sion was to cease. 


Alterations 
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Alterations were made in 1823 ; but the existing laws as 
to pensions are contained in the act of 1825, 6lh Geo. IV, 
cap. 85, by which it is provided that no allowance shall be 
made to any judge who shall not have resided in India as chief 
justice or puisne judge, or as partly one and partly the other, 
for five years ; after which period the scale of pension is guided 
by length of service. 


CALCUTTA. 

the chief justice who shall have served as such for five 

years £1,000 per annum. 

As chief or puisne, partly one and partly 


the other office, seven years 

Ditto ten years 

... 1,300 
... 2,000 

do. 

do. 

To eacli puisne judge, after five years.... 

.. 750 

do. 

Ditto seven years 

.. 1,000 

do. 

Ditto ten years 

.. Ij.WO 

do. 


MADRAS AND BOMBAY. 

To the chief justice, after having served as such five 
years £800 per annum. 

As chief or puisne, partly one and partly 

the other, seven years 1,000 do. 

Ditto ten years 1,000 do. 

To each of the puisne judges, after five 

years 1 600 do. 

Ditto seven years 800 do. 

Ditto ten years 1,200 do. 

If a chief justice has not filled that office in one of the Su- 
preme Courts for five j^cars, he is only entitled, on resigning, 
to the allowance to be made to. tbe puisne judges of the court 
to which such chief justice shall belong. 

PniNCE 




o 
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PRINCE OF WALES’ ISLAND. 

Recorder. 

To the Recorder, after five years, £600 per annum. 


Ditto after seven years, 650 do. 

Ditto after ten years, 1,000 do. 


llie recorder’s residence in India, if he should be appointed 
to the office of chief justice, or puisne judge, of either of the 
Supreme Courts of Calcutta, Madras, or Bombay, to be ac- 
counted and taken in the proportion of three years’ residence 
recorder, to two years as such puisne judge. 

BISHOP AND ARCHDEACONS. 

By the act of 1813, it is provided that his Majesty may 
grant to the person who has filled the office of bisliop for 
fifteen years, a pension of £l,.5()0 per annum; and to each 
person who shall have served the same time as archdeacon, 
£800 per annum. By the act of July 1823, the period of ser- 
vice was limited to ten years. A further alteration as respects 
the bishop was made by the act of 1825, by which it is pro- 
vided that his Majesty may grant — 

To a bishop, who shall execute that office within the limits 
of tlie Company’s cliarter, for five years, £750 per annum. 


Ditto if seven years, 1,000 do. 

Ditto if ten years, 1,.500 do. 


To an archdeacon, after ten j^ears’ service, 800 do. 

Of the period of ten years’ service, to entitle an archdeacon 
to a pension, seveji must have been passed in that station; the 
remaining three years may be computed from his service as 
chaplain, in the proportion of three years as chaplain to two 
as archdeacon. 

The Company’s regulations as to chaplains to remain in full 
force, as the Court of Directors may order and direct. 


LAWS. 


1825. 

6 Geo. 4, 
c. 8&, { 7. 


LAWS. 

Judges. 

Cki^ Justices, Bengal. 

(1) And be it further enacted, that if any of the Pensions to 

chief justices #r puisne judges of the said Supreme 

^ ^ * judges on resig- 

Courts of Judicature at Fort William, Madras, or Bom- nation.— Five 

bay respectively, or the recorder of the Court of Judi* residence 

cature of Pi-ince of Wales’ Island, shall resign his 


office 
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office in consequence of age, infirmity, or other cause, to be ap- 
proved by his Majesty, his heirs or successors, it shall and may be 
lawful for his Majesty, his heirs or successors, by warrants under 
the sign-manual, to direct and authorize an allowance to be made 
out of the revenues of the British territories in India, to such chief 
justice, puisne judges, or recorder so resigning, subject to the limi- 
tations and restrictions hereinafter provided ; that is to say, provided 
always, that it shall hot be lawful for his Majesty to direct any such 
cillowance to be made to any person who shall not have resided in India 
for five years, either as chief justice, or as a puisne judge, or partly 
as one and partly as the other, of some or one ol‘ the said Supreme 
Courts. 

Llinlfcitloii of (2) Provided also, and be it enacted, that it shall 
di/cf'^justice of lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made 

Fort William. to any chief justice of the said Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature at Fort William, than the sum of one thousand pounds ster- 
ling per annum, unless he shall have resided in India as such chief 
justice or puisne judge, or partly as one and partly as the other, 
for seven years ; nor if he shall have so resided for seven years, shall 
it be lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made to him than 
the sum of one thousand tliree hundred pounds sterling per annum, 
unless he shall have resided in India as such chief justice or puisne 
judge, or partly as one and partly as the other, lor ten years ; nor if 
he shall have so resided lor ten years, shall it be lawlul to direct any 
larger allowance to be made to him than the sum of two thousand 
pounds sterling per annum. 

C7//r/' Jmticesy Madras and Uumbay. 

Limitation of (3) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it 
cliid' ^"isticvs of li^wful to direct any l&rger allowance to be 

Madras and made to either of the chief justices of the said Su- 

lioinbay. premc Coiirts of Judicature at Madras or Bombay, 

than the sum of eiglit hundred pounds sterling per annum, unless lie 
shall have resided in India as such chief justice or puisne judge, or 
partly as one and i)artly as the other, for seven years ; nor if he shall 
have so resided for seven years, shall it be lawlul to direct any larger 
allowance to be made to him than the sum of one thousand pounds 
sterling per annum, unless he shall have resided in India as such chief 
justice or puisne judge, or partly as one and partly as the other, for 
ten years; nor if he shall have so resided for ten years, shall it be 
lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made to him than the sum 
of one thousand six hundred pounds sterling per annum. 

Puisne Judges^ Bengal. 

♦ 

Limitation of (4,) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it 
puisnc"jud^s of lawful to direct any larger allowance to be 

Fort William, made to either of the puisne judges of the said Su« 

•i o 2 premc 
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c. 85, § 7. 
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§ y. 


§ 10 . 
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5 11- 


§ 12 . 


§ 13 . 


preme Court of Judicature at Fort William than the sum of seven 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling per annum, unless he shall have 
resided in India as such puisne judge for seven years ; nor if he shall 
have so resided for seven years, shall it be lawful to direct any 
larger allowance to be made to him than the sum of one thousand 
pounds sterling per annum, unless he shall have resided in India as 
such puisne judge for ten years ; nor if he shall have so resided for 
ten years, shall it be lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made 
to him than the sum of one thousand five hundred pounds sterling per 
annum. 


Puisne Judges, Madras and Bonihmj. 

(5) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be I^imitation of 
lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made to of 

any one of the puisne judges of either of the said Madras and 
Supreme Courts of Judicature at Aladras or Honibay 
respectively, than the sum of six hundred pounds sterling per annum, 
unless he shall have resided in India as such puisne judge for seven 
years ; nor if he shall have so resided lor seven years, shall it be 
lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made to him than the sum 
of eight hundred pounds sterling per annum, unless he shall have 
resided in India as such pui.sne judge for ten years ; nor if' he shall 
have so resided for ten years, shall it be lawful to direct any larger 
allowance to be made to him than the sum of one thousand two hun- 
dred pounds .sterling j>er annum. 


Chief Justices must serve fire jjears as such fn' larger Pension, 

(6) Provided also, and he it further enacted, that it Cliit f j^l^lu:c• 
shall not be lawful for his Majesty to direct any larger 

allowance to be made to any chief' justice of any of unless he 

the said Supreme (‘ourts so rc.signing, than the amount 

, , . • 1 1 11 1 1 1 |ustic*e lor five 

by this act Jimitcu lor tJie allowance to be made to the ’yo:ir.s. 

puisne judges of the court to which such chief Justice 

shall belong, unless he shall have held the office of a chief justice of 

one of the said Supreme (Courts during five years of his residence in 

India. 

Rkcordeh. 

Limitation of Allowance to Uecordc.r of Prince of Wales Island, 

(7) And be it fnrlber enacted, that it shall not be lawful to direct 
any larger allowance to be made to the recorder of' the said Court of 
Judicature of Prince of Wales’ Island tlian the sum of five hundred 
pounds sterling per annum, unle.ss he shall have resided in India as 
such recorder for seven years ; nor if he .shall heave so resided for seven 
years, shall it be lawful to direct any larger allowance to be made to 
him than the sum of six hundred and fifty pounds sterling per annum, 
unless he shall have resided in India as such recorder for ten years ; 

nor 
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nor if he shall have so resided for ten years, shall it be lawful to direct LAWS. 

any larger allowance to be made to him than the sum of one thousand 

, 1825. 

pounds sterling per annum. ^ 4 ^ 

Time of Recorder appointed Judge to be reckoned at a certain rale. 


(8) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that if any person § 14. 
having for any time resided in the Flast-Indies as recorder of the said 
Court of Judicature of Jhince of Wales’ Island, shall have been or 
shall he appointed to the office of‘ chief justice or puisne judge of 
either of the said Supreme (\)nrts of Port William, Madras, or Bom- 
bay, the period ol' residence of such person in the Kast-lndies as such 
recorder of the said Court of Judicature of Prince of Wales’ Island 
shall be accounted and taken as and for a residence in India as a 
puisne judge of such courts respectively, in the proportion of three 
years’ residemre as such rectjrdcr to two years’ residence as such puiniie 
judge ; and that if such jicrson shall have resided in the East-lmlics 
partly as such recorder and partly as such chief justice or puisne 
judge, it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs and suc- 
cessors, in manner hereinhefin'e-mentioned, to direct s'ich allowance 
to 1)0 made to such jierson as might lawfully be dirtjcted in case sucli 
person had resided the whole of such time as such recorder, and had 
resigned the office of such recorder, although such ])crson may not 
have resided in India for such length of time as to entitle him, under 
the provisions herein contained, to the aliowanee of a chief justice or 
|)iiisnc judge. 

Bisuoes A\i) A KciiniiAcoNs. 


Pcit.sions to Bishops and Archdracons. 


His 

ni:iy ;^iaiit pen- 
sions io l)iN}|()]i, 
and ardiilcacoiis 

wlio have ili.s- 
rhaif'eil their 
tiinetions in In- 
dia for tirieeii 
years. — llde 6 
(reo. 4, as to the 
bishop. 


(Jl) And he it further i nacted, that it shall and may 
be lawful for his Majesty, by warrant under bis royal 
sign-manual, countersigned by the CJiancellor of the 
Exche(jii(?r for the time being, to grant to any such 
bishop and archdeacons respectively who shall have 
exercised in the East-Indies, or parts aihresaid, the office 
or t)fficcs of bisliop or archdeacon, or either of them, 
the following pensions : that is to say, to any such 
bishop, a pension not exceeding fifteen hundred pounds 


per annum, and to any such arclulcacon, a pension not. exceeding eight 


hundred pounds per annum, which said pension shall be paid and 


defrayed quarterly by the said Company, and shall be deemed and 
taken as part of the political charges of the said Company. 


1813. 

5.3 Geo, 3, 
c. l.'i.'J, 
§54. 


Pensions (o l)i- 
shnps anti ardi- 
doacuns aftor ten 
years. 


(10) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may 
be lawful for his INIajesty, his heirs and successors, in 
manner in the said act mentioned, to grant to any such 


bishop who shall have exercised in the East-Indies or ^rarts aforesaitl 
for ten years the office of bishop or archdeacon, and to any such 
arclideacQn who shall have exercised in the East-Ii.dics, or parts afore- 
said, for ten years, the office of archdeacon, pensions not exceeding 

2 o such 


182:5. 

4 Geo. 4, 
c.71,§.‘5. 
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4 Geo. 4, 
c. 71,- 
§4. 


1825. 
Geo. 4, 
c. 8.5, 

§ 15. 


such sums respectively as his Majesty by 4he said act of the fifty-third 
year of the reign of his late Majesty is empowered to grant to any 
such bishop or archdeacons. 

(11) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that if Chaplains act- 

any person residing any time in the East-Indies, or parts be^enti- 

aforesaid, as one^ of the chaplains of the said United tied to pension. 
Company, shall have been or shall be appointed to the a certaii^ pro- 
office of such archdeacon as aforesaid, and shall have provision 
resided in the East-Indics or parts aforesaid as such as to clmplains. 
archdeacon seven years, the period of residence of such person as 
chaplain shall be accounted and taken as and for a residence as such 
archdeacon, in the proportion of three years' residence as such chap- 
lain to two years’ residence as such archdeacon : provided also, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend, to 
prejudice the right of any person being or having been a chaplain of 
the said United Company, to any benefit he may be entitled to as 
under or by virtue of any regulation now in force, or hereafter to be 
made by the said United Company, or their Court of Directors, nor 
to prejudice or affect the right of the said United Company, or their 
Court of Directors, to make, repeal, vary, or alter any regulation or 
regulations respecting the chaplains of the said United Conjpany, or 
the pay or allowances, pensions or retirements of such chaplains, 
which the said United Company, or their Court of Directors, may 
now lawfully make, repeal, vary, or alter. 

(12) And whereas under and by virtue of iin act made Tension to bl- 
and passed in the fifty-third year of the reign of his tioT— Five 
late Majesty King George ill, and of another act made years, ct'750 — 
and passed in the fourth year of the reign of his present yi’ars, 
Majesty, provision is made for granting a pension to yt^ars, £i,5oo. 
the Bishop ol’ Calcutta, under the limitations therein 

contained, and it is expedient to make further provision in respect 
thereof; be it furtlier enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for his 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, in manner in the said act of the 
fifty-third year of the reign of his late Majesty mentioned, to grant 
to any such bishop, who shall have exercised within the limits of the 
charter of the said United Company the office of bishop of Calcutta 
for five years, a pension not exceeding one-half of the sum which his 
Majesty, by the said act of the fifty-third year ol* the reign of his late 
Majesty, is empowered to grant to any such bishop ; and also to grjint 
to any such bishop who shall have exercised within the limits afore- 
said the said office of bishop of Calcutta I’or seven years, a pension 
not exceeding two- thirds of the sum wdiich his Majesty by the said 
act of the fifty-third of his late Majesty's reign is empowered to grant 
to any such bishop. 


Pensions not to be granted for a less Service than Ten YearSy 
except in cases o/* illness, 

§ 16 (13) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it Nottobegrant- 

'' shall 



PENSIONS. 


567 

ed for a less sor- shall not be^lawful for his Majesty, his heirs or succes- 
ytMrs,^*^oxcci)t in direct any such allowance to be made to any 

consequence of such chief justicc, puisne judge, recorder, or bishop 
firmU* respectively, who before he shall have held and exer- < 

cised such office, or some or one of such offices, for the 
space of ten years in the whole, shall resign his said office Ibr any 
other cause than in consequence of illness or infirmity, to be proved 
to the satisfaction of his Majesty, his heirs or successors. 


BY-LAW. 

Resolutions of It is ordained, that every resolution of the Court 
tho Court of I )i. r ^ n • 

rectors respect- JJirectors tor granting a new pension or an increase 
ing new or in- of pension, exceeding ill the whole two hundred pounds 

person, shall be laid before and 
per animni, tube a])proved by two general courts specially summoned 
gcnerircourt before the same shall be submitted to 
together with the Board of Coniinissioners for the Affairs of India, 
doumieiits upon in the form of a report, stating the grounds upon which 
I'litioiis n^^^^^^^ grant is rceoimnended ; which resolution and 

been formed. report shall l)c signed by such directors as approve the 
same, and that the documents upon which such reso- 
lution may have been formed shall be open to the inspection of the 
proprietors from the day on which public notice has been given of the 
proposed grant. 


i o 


» 
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POSTAGE TO AND FROM INDIA. 


I^'he revenue arising from Postage on letters first became 
the subject of purliamcntaiy enactment in KifiO, bj^ the 12th 
Charles II, cap. 85 ; that act was repealed in 1710 by the 
9th Anne, cap. 10, under which one general post-office was 
to be erected in some convenient place in the city of lA)ndon, 
from wlieiic<; letters were to be despatched with speed and 
expedition to all parts of Great Britain, Ireland, North 
America, and the West-Indies. (.)ne general post-master was 
to direct tlie whole. Carriers, coachmen, and watermen were 
prohibited carrying letters; and rates were fixed for letters to 
and from all })arts of the Continent; likewise to and from Spain, 
Portugal, Sicily, the West-Indies, and America. 

In 1765, by the 5th Geo. Ill, caj). 25, the masters of all 
ships and vessels bringing letters were re(|uired to deliver 
them to the post-office before the vessel was admitted to 
entry. The embezzlement of letters, and taking notes or bills 
out of them, also robbing the mail, were made felonies. 

In 1660, the revenue appears to have been about... .£21, .500 


In 1714, 61,000 

In 1722, 201,804 

111 1764, 28l,5;h5 

In 1784, 4:58,000 

In 1801, 1,144,900 

In 182.5, 2,SS2,5S5^ 

In 

• Nett payment into tlie Exchequer was XI, 320,0’ 1.5 

Charges of collection 600,500 

OUlcr payments 55,^1 14 

Balances and bills outstanding 206,006 


Total 


X2,S82,.5.‘t.5 
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In the year 1 735, the privilege of franking had been carried 
to such an extent, that the average value of letters franked 
amounted to £170,000. The House of Commons appointed 
a committee to inquire into the privilege ; their report Wiis 
laid before the House on the I6th April 1735, by which 
report it appeared that the privilege of franking and receiv- 
ing letters free, was coeval with the act of Charles II, 
granting the post-office revenue to his Majesty. In support 
of this assumption, the committee stated, that having exa- 
mined the first steps of that act, they found in the paper 
bill, which remained in the custody of the clerk of the House, 
a clause, reserving the privilege to the members of the 
House of Commons ; which clause was left out by the Lords, 
because there was no provision madcj for tlicir letters passing 
free, and because as it was a money bill lliey could not make 
any addition to it, though they took upon them to leave out 
part of it; it occasioned some difficulty in the House of 
Commons about passing the bill: to facilitate which the com- 
mittee stated, they had reason to believe that the persons who 
had then the honour to serve the crown and who were mem- 
bers ol* tlie House, would give*, the rest of the members assu- 
rances that their lettia-s should pass free, though the House 
should pass the bill without such clause. 

In corroboration of this statement, the following extract 
of a warrant from the King, dated the 14th May 1661, was 
issued : — 

“ C'harles 11. 

“ The King, being informed by his Majesty’s principal secre- 
tary of state, that tlui members of Parliament seemed 
‘‘ unwilling to ])ay for the postage of their letters during the 
sitting of I’arliament, his Majesty was thcreu})on graciously 
‘‘ pleased to give directions to the fanners of his post-office, 
‘‘ that all single letters, but not packets, sent by the post-office 
to or from any member of either House of Parliament, go 
free, without payment of any thing for the post thereof.” 

llesolutions w'cre passed declaratory of the right; also that 
all letters not exceeding two ounces, signed by the proper 

hand 
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LAWS. 

1B19. 

59 Geo. 3, 
c. Hi, 

§ 3. 


hand or directed to any member, should pass free, forty days 
before and forty days after every summons or prorogation. 

In 1764, by the 4th Geo. Ill, cap. 24, members of the Lords 
and Commons were required to write the whole of the super- 
scription : the forgery of franks was declared liable to trans- 
portation. 

In 1784, by the 24th Geo. Ill, section 2, cap. 37, members 
of Parliament were required not only to write the whole super- 
scription in their own hand, but to add the name of the post 
town from whence the letter is sent, with the date written in 
words. 

In this year, mail-coaches were first established by Mr. 
Palmer, the comptroller of the general post-ofl5ce; in the 
following year, by the 25th Geo. Ill, cap. 57, the mail- 
coaches were exempt from paying toll. 

In 179.5, by the 35th Geo. Ill, cap. 53, the frank weight 
is reduced to one ounce, and no letter is exempt from postage 
unless the member be within twenty miles of the post-office 
into which it is put on the day mhrked on it, or on the pre- 
ceding day. Members are restricted as to the number of letters 
to be sent and received free : the former to ten, the latter to 
fifteen, each day. Non-commissioned officers, seamen, and 
soldiers actually on service, may send letters, signed on the 
back^by the commanding officer, on payment of one penny. 

In 1815, the 55th Geo. Ill, cap. 153, was passed, first levy- 
ing postage on letters to and from India, the Cape of Good 
Hope^ Ceylon^ and the Mauritius; that act was repealed in 
1819, by the 59th Geo. Ill, cap. Ill, the provisions of which 
will now be given. 


LAWS. 

Raics (f Postage to India, 

(1) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may lolluwing 
be lawful for his Majesty’s postmaster-general to de- 
mand, have, receive, and take, for every letter or 
packet which shall be brought into Great Britain by any ship or vessel 
arriving from Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any port or place within the 
limits of the charter of the United Company of Merchants of Eng- 
land 
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land trading to the East-Indies, or from the Cape of Good Hope, the LAWS, 
rates following ; that is to say, 

From India. sy 2 

c. Ill 

Rates for let- (2) For every such letter or packet, a sea postage of \ 3 , ^ 
ters from India. fQm-pgnce ; provided the same shall not exceed the 
weight of three ounces, and for every letter or packet exceeding the 
weight of three ounces, a sea postage of one shilling per ounce, in 
addition to any inland or internal postage which may arise upon the 
inland conveyance of such letters and packets. 

(3) And for the encouragement of the masters or commanders of 
such ships or vessels, it shall be lawful for the postmaster-general to 
allow to every such commander or master the sum of twopence a 
letter or packet, upon all such letters and packets as he or they 
respectively, on their arrival from Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any port 
or place within the limits of the charter of the said United Com- 
pany, or from the Cape of (xood Hope, shall deliver unto the 
deputy or dei)uties of the postmaster-general, according to the direc- 
tions hereinafter contained. 

To India, if' sent through the PosUOffice. 

Letters may be (4«) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may § 'i- 
forwarded to In- lawful to and for his Majesty's postmaster-general, 
and his deputy and deputies by him thereunto autho- 
rized, in his and their discretion, to collect and receive letters and 
packets of letters directed to Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any port or 
place within the limits of the said United Company's charter, or to the 
Cape of Good Ilojie, and to forward the same by any ships or vessels 
that he in his discretion shall think fit ; and also that it shall and may 
be lawful to and for his Majesty’s postmaster-general, and his deputy 
and deputies by him thereunto authorized^ to and for the use of his 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, to demand, have, receive, and take, 
for every letter or packet that shall be delivered to him, or to his de- 
puty, for conveyance in manner hereinbefore specihed, the rates 
following ; that is to say. 

Rates ftir let- (5) For every such letter a sea postage of twopence ; 
ters to Imlia. provided the same shall not exceed the weight of three 
ounces; and for every letter or packet exceeding in weight three 
ounces, a sea postage at the rate of one shilling per ounce; any 
law, statute, usage, or custom to the contrary thereof notwith- 
standing. 

Letters, S^c. may he forvoarded in any other Manner than through the 

Post-Office. 

(6) And be it further enacted, that nothing herein contained shall 5 6. 
be construed to oblige any person or persons to send any letters or 
packets of letters, or any newspapers, or printed prices-current, or 

any 
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any other printed papers, to the East-Indics, or to the islands of 
Ceylon or the Mauritius, or any port or place whatsoever within the 
limits of the charter of the said United Company, or to the Cape of 
Good Hope, through his Majesty’s post-ofiicc, but that it shall be lawful 
for all persons to send letters and packets of letters, newspapers, 
printed prices-current, and otlier printed papers, to those places, in 
any manner that they may find practicable and convenient. 

Commanders bound to the Kast^Indics required to take Bags. 

(7) And be it further enacted, that the commanders of all ships 
or vessels bound to Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any port or place 
within the limits of the charter of the said United Company, or to 
the Cape of Good Hope, are hereby required to receive onboard their 
respective ships any bag or bags of letters and packets, which shall 
be tendered to them for conveyance as aforesaid by the postmaster- 
general, or his deputy and deputies, without receiving or being en- 
titled to receive any remuneration for such conveyance. 

Penalti/ on refusing lo receive or ncolecting to delhcvy f200. 

(8) And be it further enacted, that in case any such commander 
shall refuse to receive on board his shij) any such bag or bags of 
letters and packets, w'hich shall be so teiKlered to him for conveyance 
as aforesaid, or having received on board any such bag or bags, shall 
wilfully neglect to deliver the same on his arrival at the port or place 
of his destination, then and in either of such cases such commander 
shall forfeit and pay a penalty of two hundred pounds. 

By whom Letters may he sent and received free of Postage : Court of 

Directors and Secret Committee ^ Secy clary or Assistant Secretary. 

(9) And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the Court 
of Directors of the said United Com})any, or the Secret Committee 
appointed by the said Court, in pursuance oi‘ two acts passed in the 
thirty-third and fifty-third years of* his present Majesty's reign, to 
receive free from all duty of* postage from the several governments in 
India, or from any agent or other officer of the said Company at 
any place within the limits of the charter of the said Company, any 
letter or packet relating entirely to the affairs of the said Company, 
and in like manner to send any such letteis and packets, addressed to 
such governments, agents, or other officers, free from all duty of 
postage ; provided that all letters so sent be superscribed by the chair- 
man or deputy chairman, or secretary or assistant-secretary of the 
said Company. 

(10) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may may ro- 
be lawful for the said Court of Directors, secret corn- 

mittee, and secretary or assistant-secretary of the said by the Couipa- 

United 
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nj’s sliip^, free United Company, to receive from any officer or agent 
of postage*. Company abroad an}' letters or packets 

entirely relating to the affairs of the said Company, by ships in the 
service of the said Company, in the manner heretofore accustomed, 
without payment of any postage, and without subjecting any person 
to any penalty or lorieiture in respect thereof. 


LAWS 

leiif. 
5U Giio. 
c.Ulp 
§ 10 . 


Commissioners for the Affairs of Indian Chairman and Deputy* 


CoiuniissioiJLTs 


(11) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law- 
A.r tiu* Ailairs of Coniniissioncrs for the Affiiirsof India, and 

for the chairman and deputy chairman of the said 
East- India (Company for the lime being, to send and 
receive letters and packets to and from Ceylon, the 
Mauritius, or any port or place within the limits of 
the charter of the said Company, or to and from the 
Cape of Good Hope, free from all duty of postage ; provided that 
no such letter or packet exceed the weight of three ounces. 


of tin; (’oin- 
paiiy may aKo 
Sfiul ami rcifivo 
loiters ami p.u-k- 
ots iVoc from 
postage. 


§ 11. 


Piildic Officers. 


Public offiicrs ( Provided always and be it further enacted, 
ailll* nri'ivc I'cL nothing in this act contained shall extend, or be 

ters flic, to liavo coiisinitul to extend, to prevent such ])ublic officers as 
ilio same privi- receive letters and packets free of 

’ postage, Irom sending and receiving letttTs and packets 

free frotn any postage directed to lie paid by this act, in the same 
manner as they are now authorized by law to send and receive letters 
and packets free from postiTge, 


Sccritary <)f till* (13) And be it further enacted, tliat it shall and may 

sam^ secretary to the Board of Cohimis- 

privilege of sioners for the Adairs of India for the time being, to 

franking as the letters ami packets by the post free 

uniler-sccrcta- . , , . • , ^ 

rie-s. from the duty of postage, in tlie same manner and 

under such regulations and restrictions as the under 
secretaries to bis Majesty’s principal secretaries of state are, by an 
act passed in the forty-second year of his present Majesty’s reign, 
or by any other act, or by this act, authorized to send and receive 
letters and packets free from postage. 


§ 1-.’. 


§ l.'L 


Letters from Governors of Ceylon^ Cape, and Mauritius, not 

chargeable. 


I^etters from 
the governor of 
Ceylon, See to 
the agents of 
their guveui. 
meats not 
cliargeable. 


(M) And be it further enacted, that nothing in this 
or any other act contained shall extend to charge with 
the duty of postage any letters or packets addressed 
by the gQvernors of his Majesty’s settlements of Cey- 
lon, the Cape of Good Hope, or the Mauritius, or by 
the st^cretaries of such governments respectively, to 

the 


§ 14 « 
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the agents of those respective govemments residing in England, or 
by such agents to such governors or secretaries : provided always, 
that the contents of such letters and packets relate bona Jide to the 
public service or concerns of such governments, and such governor, 
secretary, or agent respectively superscribe the same. 

Directors may receive Letters hy Ships of the Company, free, 

(15) And be it further enacted, that it shall be law- 
ful for the Directors of the said Company for the time 

being to receive letters and packets free from sea agu from India 
postage, from any port or place within the limits of company 
the charter of the said United Company, by ships in 
the service of the said Company; provided that the letters and 
packets brought by any one such ship, to be received by any such 
director, do not collectively exceed the weight of six ounces ; and 
that such persons as shall have been directors may continue to receive 
such letters and packets free from postage for one year after they 
respectively shall have ceased to be directors. 

Owners and Consignees. 

(16) . And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful (iwnors mny rc- 
for the owners, charterers, or consignees of vessels, thJJr own vc^s^ls 
resident in Great Britain, to receive their letters by free of sea post- 
their own vessels, from Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any 

port or plaXe within the limits of the charter of the said United 
Company, or from the Cape of Good Hope, free from sea postage ; 
provided that such owners, charterers, or consignees, shall be de- 
scribed as such in the address and superscriptioti of such letters, 
and that such letters brought by any one vessel to any one owner, 
charterer, or consignee, shall not collectively exceed the weight of 
twenty ounces. 

(17) And be it further enacted, that it shall be As also owners 
lawful for the owners or consignees of goods on board g^od" *^”*^^'* 
ships arriving from Ceylon, the Mauritius, or any port 

or place within the charter of the said United Company, or from the 
Cape of Good Hope, to receive letters free from the sea postage by such 
ships, provided that such owners or consignees shall be described as 
such in the address and superscription thereof, and provided it shall 
appear by the ship's manifest, that such persons actually have goods 
on board such ships ; and that the letter or letters brought by any one 
such ship, for any one such owner or consignee, shall not collectively 
exceed the weight of six ounces. 

(18) And be it further enacted, that such owmers. Owners and 

charterers, consignees, and shippers may on the account Xain '^eir Te^ 
of such ship obtain such letters as they respectively tera from the 
may be entitled to receive free of sea postage as afore- 'jcfore 

* said, 
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^ master of such ship, before he shall make LAWS. 

post.o ce. delivery at the post-office in manner hereinafter 

directed ; but nothing in this act shall entitle such owners or con- SD Geo. 3, 
signees to take away any letters whatever not within the limitation of c.lli, § ly. 
weight and superscription. 

Owners’ letters (19) And be it further enacted, that in case any col- ^ 
w*if^ht*anow^^^ lector, comptroller, or other officer of his Majesty’s 
may be seized customs, shall find any letter or letters superscribed as 
and carricil to the letters of such owners, charterers, consignees . or 

shippers, exceeding the w'eight limited by this act, 
then it shall be lawful for such collector, comptroller, or other officer, 
to seize so many of the letters as shall reduce the remainder within 
the proper weight, and he shall take the same to the nearest post* 
office ; and the postmaster of the place shall pay to the officer deli- 
vering the same at the rate of sixpence for each letter or packet so 
seized. 


Masters of Vessels to deliver Letters at the first Post-Office* 

Masters of vfs- (OQ) And he it further enacted, that on the arrival §21. 
to* coast of Great Britain, the 

dose, and seal master shall cause all letters on board his ship (except 

letters, and de- letfevs as limy be obtained by such owners, char- 

liver tliein at . • 1 % 

the first poht-of- tcrors, consignees, and shippers as aforesaid, and ex- 

fice, and make ^ept tetters and packets exceeding the weight of three 
dedaradoii ounces) to be collected, and enclosed in some bag, box, 
or other envelope, to be sealed with his seal, and to be 
addressed to any of his Majesty’s deputy-postmasters in Great Britain, 
to be in readiness to send oil shore by his own boat or by the pilot boat, 
or any other safe and convenient opportunity, in order that the same 
may he delivered at the first regular post-office which can be commu- 
nicated with, and he distributed from thence by the earliest inland 
posts ; and shall likewise cause all letters and packets exceeding the 
weight of three ounces (except such as may be obtained by owners, 
charterers, consignees, and shippers as aforesaid) to be collected and 
enclosed in some bag, box, or other envelope, to be scaled and 
addressed as aforesaid, and shall deliver the same at the regular port 
or place where the ship or vessel shall report, and shall at such port 
or place sign a declaration, in the presence of the person authorized 
by the postmaster-general at such port or place, who shall also sign 
the same : which declaration shall be in the form or to the effect fol- 
lowing ; that is to say, 

“ I, A. B., commander of tlic [state the name of the ship or 
“ vessel], arrived from [state the place], do, as required by law, 

“ solemnly declare, that I have, to the best of my knowledge and 
“ belief, dclit^red, or cause to be delivered to the post-office, every 
“ letter, bag, package, or parcel of letters that were on board the 

[state 
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<< [state the name of the ship], except such letters as are exempted 
« by law.” 

And that until such declaration shall be made and produced to the 
comptroller or principal officer of the customs, he or they shall not 
permit such ship or vessel to report. 

Penalties. 

(21) And be it further enacted, that if any person Penalty on per- 
whatsoever shall falsely superscribe any letter, as being perscTibrn^ 
the owner, charterer, or consignee of the vessel con- ters as being 
vcying the same, or the owner, shipper or consignee ^*||M^owners,&c., 
of the goods shipped in the vessel, every such person 

and persons so offending shall for every such offence forfeit and pay 
the sum of ten pounds 

(22) And be it further enacted, tliat if any master Penalty on re- 
of any ship or vessel shall willingly refuse, or neglect 

to make or produce the said declaration, he sluill for- jt.'jo. 
feit and pay for every such offence the sum of fifty pounds. 

(28) And he it further enacted, that if any collector, Pinalty mi per- 
comptroller, or principal officer, hereby retjuired to 
prohibit any ship or vessel reporting until the reciuisites until Utgula- 
of this act shall be complied with, shall permit such 

. . . I 11 11 " Ub, jCoO. 

ship or vessel to report, sucli collector, comptroller, or 

officer, for permitting such ship or vessel to rejiort, shall forfeit and 

pay the sum of fifty pounds. 

(24) And be it further enacted, that if, after the Penalty oii per- 

master of any vessel shall have sent his letters to the on 'bmrd 

post-office of any port at which lie may touch, prior to alUr dilivery at 

his arriving at that port where the ship or vessel is to **1^^ pobt olhee, 

^ . * I 1 , 1 - .i 5 ior every let- 

report, any letter or packet not exeniptetl by this act nr. 

shall be found on board his vessel, in his possession, or 

in the possession of any of his crew, or any passenger on board, every 

such person knowingly having such letter or packet in his possession 

or in his baggage, shall forfeit and pay for every letter the sum of five 

pounds. 

(25) And be it further enacted, that if any person Penalty on 
to whom any letters may be entrusted by the master of 

any ship or vessel, sealed up in the manner required by p;iekages of* let- 
this act, shall break the seal, or in any manner open 
the same, or shall not duly deliver the same without wilful or una- 
voidable delay, every person so offending shall forfeit and pay for 
every such offence the sum of twenty pounds. 

(26) And be it further enacted, that one moiety of Penaltits, bow 
the several pecuniary penalties fiereby imposed shall 

be payable to the use of his Majesty, his heirs and ^ 
successors, and the other moiety to any person who shall inform and 

sue 
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sue for the same, to be recovered with full costs of suit, by action of LAWS, 

debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any of his Majesty’s courts of 
record in Great Britain, wherein no essoign, protection, or privilege, or 59 3 ^ 

wager of law, shall be admitted. c. ill, § 2 y. 

Officers to search Packages, 

{27) And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for such § 
collector, comptroller, or other officer, at any port or place what- 
soever, who in the due execution of his duty as a revenue officer 
shall discover any letters or packets on board any vessel, in any j)ort 
or place wliatsoever, contrary to the provisions of this act, to seize 
and take all such letters and })ackcts, and to forward the same to the 
postmaster-general, or his deputy, at the port or place ; and that the 
officer seizing and sending the same shall be entitled to one moiety of 
the penalty which may be recovered for any such offence ; and that 
in all cases of such seizure, the proof that the provisions of this act 
have been complied wu'th shall lie on the person in whose possession 
or baggage the letters or packets shall be found. 

Commanders of Ships of IVar. 

(28) And be it further enacted, that in case any bags, packages, § 
or parcels of letters shall be brought by any shi[) of war, the com- 
mander thereof shall cause the same, and all letters which may be 

on board (except the public despatches of government), to be imme- 
diately sent to the post-office, at the first port where he shall arrive; 
and such commander shall, for all sucli letters, be entitled to receive 
the same allowances as are payable to the masters of other ships and 
vessels. 

Money due to Masters to be paid by Poslmastcr-GeneraL 

(29) And be it further enacted, that in case it shall happen from ^ ^ 2 H. 
any unforeseen circumstances, that the master of any ship or vessel, 

or the commander of any ship of war, shall upon delivering his bags, 
packages, or parcels of letters, be prevented from receiving the money 
to which he shall be entitled, such master or commander shall never- 
theless be paid the same, by the order of the postmaster-general, at 
such other places as may be most convenient. 

In Actions brought for carrying Letters contrary to the Provisions sj 

9//i Anne, cap, 10, or ^2d Geo, HI, cap. 81, Proof shall lie on the 

JIffendant. 

(30) And be it further enacted, that in any action or suit against § 
any person or persons, for collecting, carrying, conveying, delivering, 

or sending letters or packets contrary to the provisions in an act made 
in the ninth year of the reign of her late Majesty Queen Anne, 
intituled • “ An Act for establishing a General Post-Office for all Jier 
“ Majesty’s iflkninions, and for settling a weekly Sum out of the 

Revenues thereof for the Service of the War, and other her Ma- 

2 p “ jesty’s 
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“ jesty’s Occasions ;** or contrary to the provisions in an act made in 
the forty-second year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled 
“ An Act for amending so much of an Act passed in the Seventh 
“ Year of tljo Heign of Ilis present Majesty, as relates to the secret- 
“ ing, embezzling, or destroying any Letter or Packet sent by the 
“ Post, and for the better Protection of such Letters and l^ickets, 
“ and for more cifectually preventing Letters and Packets being sent, 
“ otherwise than by the Post or in either of them, or contrary 
to the provisions of this act, the prool’ that the letters or packets 
were collected, carried, conveyed, delivered or sent, according to the 
provisions contained in the said last-mentioned acts, or one of them, 
or according to the provisions contained in this present act (as the 
case may re(juire), shall lie on the person or persons against whom 
such action or suit llhall be brought for delivering or sending the 
same. 


Chinn. 

§ .*^3. J31) Provided always, and be it further enacted, Act not to ox- 

that nothing in this act contained shall extend or be 
construed to extend to any letters or packets to or China, 
from China, but that they may be sent and carried as heretofore has 
been used, any thing to the contrary herein contained in any way 
notwithstanding. 


1825. 
Geo. 4, 
C. 68. 


A'cti\spnj)crs. 

(32) Votes and other parliamentary proceedings, and newspapers 
may be sent to the colonies by packet boats, upon payment of three 
halfpence for every vote, paper, &c.; and neivsj)aper.s may be sent 
from the colonics on payment of threepence by the person to whom 
addressed. All papers to be sent in a cover open at the sides. 
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I-^ETTERS-pA'rr.NT woi’c i.ssiied by liis Alajesly KijiiJf (loor^i; 
II, on tlu*. 1 Itli Jaiuiiiry IToS, graiit.ini»* to iluj Krisl-lrulia 
CV)ni{)jiny all booty ami ])liiiulcr taken in wars, hostilities, or 
cxjieclitioits be^i>*nn, earrie'd on, and eoinplothd by Jbi-ei-s raistal 
and paid by the C'oinpany alone, or by the ships einployi‘d at 
their sole ex})ense; ri*servini»* the rii»ht to the Sovereii;;!! to dis- 
tribute the said booty or pi under, in sueh manner and projan’- 
tions as might be dt'emetl fit, in all cases wliere any ol‘ his 
Majesty^s Ibrcits by laiitl or sea may be apj)ointed and coni- 
maiided to act in conjunctitni with the s]jij)s or J’orces of the 
Company- In the instances where tlm C.'onipany’s troojts only 
Imve been engaged, as in 1TT8, against Pondichc‘rry, and in 
1781, against the Dutch sctleinents, the Conijtany gave up all 
booty to the captors. 

Of the prize-money arising out of llie Mysore campaign 
in from Poiidiclierry in 179:1, from tlie military stores 

taken at Seriiigapatain in 1790, from Seram|)ore in 1812, and 
liasool Khyma in 1819, the portion granted by his Alajesty’s 
warrant to the Company was given up by tliein to the 
captors. 

Tl)e question relative to tlie IX^ecan l*rizt!- Money” hav- 
ing created considerable interest in the public mind, the fol- 
lowing brief detail may be calculated to explain the subject, 
and cause of the delay which has unavoidably occurred in 
ij;s distribution. 

During the progress of the Pintlarrie and Mahratta war of 
1817-18, questions arose as to tlie mode in which the booty 
acquired in the course of the operations should be distributed. 
Lord Hastings, as commander-in-chief of all llic armies in the 
field, assertec||liis right, and that of the forces under his imme- 
diate authority, to participate in whatever prize might be taken 

2 p 2 by 
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by any portion of the troops in the field ; whilst Sir Thomas 
Hislop, as comiiiaiider-in-chicf of tliat })art of the combined 
forces which was designated the Army of the l^eccan,” con- 
tended that no right to share could be maintained by any other 
troops than those belonging to the particular division or sets 
of divisions by which the capture was efiecled. 

The Court of Directors lost no time in aj3])lying to the 
Lords of the Treasury, praying the grant of the booty in the 
usual form. Their first memorial to this effect was dated in 
March 1819; and no grant having been made, a second memo- 
rial was addressed in January 1820. In consequence of the 
delays interposed by' the Jt‘gal advisers of the different parties 
interested in the result, a decision was not passed until Febru- 
ary 1823, when the Lords of the JVeasury adoj^ted tlie follow'- 
ing minute, by w'liich the claims of Sir Thomas Ilislop w'<*rc 
admitted, to the exclusion, generally, of those of Lord Hastings 
and the Bengal Army. 

Treasury Chamhers^ IVednesday^ fuh February 1823, 

PIIKSENT, 

The Earl of Liverpool, 

The (Jianeellor ol* the Excheipicr, 

'fhe Honourable Berkeley Paget, 

Viscount I^owther, 

Lord (iranville 11. Somerset. 

My Lords having Iieard counsel in support of the claims of the 
IMar(]iiis of Hastings and the grand army, and of those of Sir Thomas 
Ilislop and the army of tlie Deccan, and having maturely and deli- 
berately weighed and eonsitlered all the documentary evidence laid 
before them in behalf of the several parties, and the argiimc'nts of 
the counsel, are of opinion that the most just and ecjuitable principle 
of distributioi'i will be, to adhere, as nearly as the circumstances of the 
case will admit, to that of actual capture ; and that although they are 
aware that the jjrinciplc of constructive capture must under certain 
circumstances in a degree be admitted, the disposition sb.ould be to 
limit rather than to extend that jmnciple. 

They are iheret’ore of opinion, that the mode of distribution origi- 
nally intended by the IManjuis of Hastings would be most equitable 
and just with respect to the booty taken at Poonah, Maliidpore, and 
Nagpore, and that the booty taken on each of those occasions respec- 
tively should belong to the divisions of the Deccan army engaged in 
the respective o])orations in which the same was capt#red ; but that 
as the division of the Bengal army under Brigadier-General Hardy man 

appears 
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appears to have been put in motion for the purpose of co-operating 
directly in the reduction ol* Nagporc, and to have been actually 
engaged with a corps of the enemy antecedent to the surrender of 
that place, this division appears to rny Lords to be justly entitled to 
share in the booty captured at Xagpore ; and that such other booty 
arising from the operations against the Mahrattas in the year 1817 
and JS18, as may now be subject to his Majesty’s royal disposition, 
should be granted to such divisions of the grand army under the com- 
mand of the Manjuis of Hastings, and of the Deccan army under the 
command of Sir Thomas llislop, as may rcsf)ectivcly have captured 
the same. 

My Lords are' also of opinion, that conformal)ly to tlie letter of 
the Marquis Hastings to Sir Thomas llislop of the L^ith of January 
.1818, Sir Thomas llislop as commander Jii'chij^* of the Deccan army, 
and all the officers of the general staff of that army, are entitled 
to participate in the booty which may arise frc»m any capture by any 
divisions of the army of the l^eca an, until tlie said army of the 
Deccan was broken uj> on the Jlst March 1818. 

My Lords have felt it to be inconsistent with their duty to recom- 
mend to his Majesty to give his sanction to any agreement for the 
common division of booty into which the; several divisions of either 
army may have entered, as it is their decided opinion, that if the prin- 
ci[)lc of actual capture; he not aelopte*d in this CMse as the rule of dis- 
tribution, Jio other correct or cfpiitable rule could have be'cn adopted 
tbau that of a geiuTal distribution amongst the ibrees of all the presi- 
dencies engaged in the couihincd operatiems of the campaign. 

My Lorils do not consider that, under all the circumstances of* this 
case, it will be expe<licnt to re^coriimend to bis Alajesty to grant iiny 
part of this booty to the East-Tndia Company. 

And my Lords will submit to bis Majesty their rcconimcndation, 
that he will be graciously please;el to dire;e!t that his royal grant of the 
said booty may be made in conformity with these priijciple;s. 

And for the purpose of better carrying into effect his Majesty’s 
gracious intentions in this behalf, my Lords will recommend to his 
Majesty that a grant be made of the said booty to trustees to be 
appointed by his Majesty, for the purpose of ascertaining and collect- 
ing the said booty, and for preparing a scheme for the distribution 
thereof conformably to the principles above stated, which my Lords 
will submit for his Majesty’s final approbation and sanction, under his 
royal sign-manual warrant. 

And that if any questions or differences should arise thereon, or 
IJbtwecn the East-India Company and the said trustees, in regard to 
wdiat may or may Jiot be properly considered as booty, according to 
the legal acceptation of the term booty, with reference to the princi- 
ples governing any capture of property from iin enemy in Indian war- 
fare and the chartered rights of the East-India Company, and the 

2 r 3 true 
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true intent and meaning of his Majesty’s grant, or if the governor * 
general or governor-general in council may have ordered any captured 
property to be restored, or may have considered any such property as 
not the proper subject of prize or booty, and the said trustees shall 
claim the same as such, all questions or difterences relating to any 
such property or booty which may arise between the East-India Com- 
pany and the said trustees should be submitted to this Board, either 
for his Majesty’s decision thereon, or for such directions as his Majesty 
may be pleased to give for referring the same for final adjudication, as 
the case may reejuire. 

And my Lords are pleased to direct that a copy of the aforegoing 
minute l)e transmitted to the agents of the respective j)arties for their 
information, and also to the Chairman and Deputy-C'hairman of the 
East-India Company for the information of the C’ourt of Directors ; 
and that a copy thereof be also transmitted to the King’s proctor, with 
instructions to him to confer with the King’s advocate, and under his 
advice to prepare and submit, for their Lordship’s consideration and 
approbation, a draft of a warrant to be submitted to bis Majesty for 
granting the saiil booty to trustees, to be appointed by bis Majesty, for 
the purpose of ascertaining and collecting the said booty, and for pre- 
paring u scheme for the distribution thereof conformably to the prin- 
ciples above stated. 

On the 22d Marcli 1823, his Oracc the Duke of Wellington 
and the Right Honourable Charles Arbuthnot were appointed 
the trustees- 

In carrying into ellect the provisions of the niinule of the 
1-ords of the 'rrcasury, and of tlie grant Jiuulc by his Majesty 
founded on it, various questions arose as to what ])ropcrty was 
to be consitlered as booty within the meaning of tlu* grant. 
All treasure, grani, military stores, which had been actually 
captured by tlie troops, wore of course lield and admitted to be 
prize; but claims were set up to large sums, not on the plea 
that the troops liad seized them, but because they liad been the 
property of the enemy, and liad come into the possession of 
the East-India Comjiaiiy in /consequence of llie war. After 
much correspondence, these sums were directed by tlie Lords 
of the Treasury to he considered as booty. This decision had 
the effect of rc-opening the question, wliicli was understood to 
have been set at rest by the minute of February 1823 : for tlie 
sums thus admitted to be prize had not been taken by any par- 
ticular division of the army, and the principle of sharing by 
acliiai capture could not therefore be applies! to lliem. The 

claims 
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claims of I-»ord Hastings were, in consequence, again brought 
before the Lords of the Treasury, and a determination was 
adopted, by wliich tlic whole of the troops engaged in the war 
were admitted to share in all property not captured by any 
particular division, but which was acquired in consequence of 
the general residts of the war. Tlie following is a copy of the 
second minute of the Lords of the Treasury. 

r <»f Treasury Minute of \iyth Jan, 

PllKSKNT, 

The Earl of Liverpool, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

Mr. llerkcley Paget, 

Lord l.owthcr, 

T^ord Granville Somerset. 

My I^ords, assisted by tlic trustees of the T3cccan booty, I^ord Bex- 
ley, and the law officers of the crown, having heard counsel on behalf 
of the ]Vrar<[ui.s of Hastings and the grand army, and also on behalf 
of Sir lliornas Hislop and the army of the Deccan, upon the subjects 
of discussion relating to the distribution of the Deccan booty, which 
have arisen out of the difference between tlie actual circumstances 
attending the ca})ture of a large proportion of that booty, as stated 
by the trustees, and those which were assuuuHl at the hearing before 
their Lordships in January 1823, and having maturely considered the 
arguments sevcnilly stated by the counsel, and also the wliolc of the 
tlociimcnts upon tlie subject of this booty now before the Board, are 
of opinion : 

1. That with respect to all that portion of the booty now- at tbedis- 
])Osal of the crown, which is described as liaving been “ taken in the 
“ daily operations of the troops,’' the distribution thereof should be 
made to the actual captors, according to the terms and conditions of 
the minute of this Board of the bth of bVhruary 1823, and of the 
warrant of his Majesty of the 22d March following. 

2. That with respect to that part of the booty which consists of tlic 
produce of arrears of tribute, rent, or money due to the Peishwah, ft 
appe.ars to my Lords to have been acquired by the general result of 
the war, and not by tlic operations of any jmrticular army or division ; 
and they are of oiiinion that it ought, therefore, to be distributed in 
conformity with the alternative stated in their minute of the bth of 
February 1823, as being “ the only correct or equitable rule, if the 
“ principle of actual capture cannot be adopted, viz. amongst the 
“ forces of all tlie presidencies engaged in the combined operations 

of the campaign.” 

3. With respect to the property captured at Nas^uck, niy Lords arc 
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of opinion, that the booty recovered at that place cannot be distri- 
buted upon the principle of actual capture, and ought therefore to 
be divided amongst the forces of all the presidencies engaged in the 
combined operations of the campaign. 

4. With respect to the booty recovered at Poonah, alleged to have 
been removed thither from Rai Cihur, my I^ords arc of opinion, that 
this booty cannot be distributed upon the principle of actual capture 
to the forces by which Rai Ghur was taken, under the orders of the 
government of Boniba}^ unless it can be proved by the captors of 
Rai Ghur that the property in question was actually in that fort at the 
time when it was taken : in defaidt ol* which proof, my Lords arc of 
opinion that this booty also ought to be distributed among the forces 
of all the presidencies engaged in the combined operations of the 
campaign. 

h. With respect to that portion of the booty which is stated to con- 
sist of money recovered on account of deposits made by the Peishwah, 
my Lords arc of opinion, that any part of tlie property which can be 
proved to have been in Poonah at the time wdien that place was cap- 
tured, viz. bn the 17th of November 1817, ought to be distributed to 
the captors of I’oonah, according to the terms of the minute of the 
5tli of February 1823, upon the principle of actual capture ; but tliat 
with respect to tJiosc parts of the above property as to which such 
proof cannot be established, such monies or eifects must be considered 
as having been ac<|uired by the general result of the war, and as such 
ought to be distributed amongst the forces of all the presidencies 
engaged in the combined operations of the campaign. 

6. With respect to the share of the commander-in-chiei* in the dis- 
tribution, under the several heads above emimenitcd, my Lords are of 
opinion that the JNIaniuis of Hastings ought to share as commander- 
in-chief in all those cases in which Sir lliomas llislop is not entitled 
to share as such, under the terms of the minute of the 5th of February 
1823, wherein it is declared, “ that Sir Thomas llislop, as comrnan- 

dcr-iii-chief of the Deccan army, and all the officers of the general 
“ staff of that army, are entitled to participate in the booty which 
“ may arise from any capture by any of the divisions of the army of 
“ the Deccan, until the said army of the Deccan was broken up, on 
“ the 31st of March 1818.” 

My Lords arc further of opinion, that the general rules of division 
hitherto adopted in distributing booty to tlic forces in India, among 
the several classes and ranks of the army, should be adhered to on 
the present occasion. 

The trustees have appointed agents in this country in the 
following warrant : — 

Whereas by a warrant under his Majesty's royal sign-manual, bear- 

ing 
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ing date the 22d day of March in the fourth year of his Majesty’s reign, 
and countersigned Liverpool,” “ Lowther,” “ G. C. H. Somerset,” 
we, the Most Noble Arthur Duke of Wellington, Knight Grand Cross 
of the military Order of the Hath, and Field Marshal of tlie army of 
his Majesty, and the Right Honourable Charles Arbuthnot, are 
appointed trustees for the purpose of ascertaining, collecting, and 
receiving all prize or booty taken in certain hostilities begun and 
carried on in the years 1817 and 1818, by his Majesty’s forces in con- 
junction with the forces of the United Company of Merchants of 
lOngland trading to the East- Indies, again»>t the I’indarries and certain 
of the Mahratta states and powers, and to do sundry other matters 
and things relating thereto, as in and by his Majesty’s said w'arrant 
are particularly directed : and whereas the said warrant also directs, 
that the said trustees do regulate their conduct in regard to the per- 
formance of the duty of collecting, receiving, and distributing the said 
booty by the agents entrusted by them lor that purpose, and in regard 
to the notices and notifications thereof, and of accounting lor the same 
according to the provisions of an act passed in the fifty-fourth year of 
the reign of his late Majesty George III, entitled “ An Act for Regu- 
“ lating the J^ayment of Army Prize Money, and to provide for the 
“ Payment of Unclaimed and Forfeited Shares to Chelsea Hospital 
and according to the rules and customs heretofore used and observed 
in his Majesty’s service in like cases : now know all men, that we the 
said Arthur Duke of Wellington and Charles Arbuthnot, in pursu- 
ance of the power and authority granted to us in and by the said 
warrant, have ordained, nominated, constituted and appointed, and 
by these presents do ordain, nominate, constitute and appoint Archi- 
bald Campbell, of Regent- street, in the county of Middlesex, Esq., 
and Charles Cieorge James Arbuthnot, a lieutenant 'Colonel in liis 
Majesty’s service, jointly agents, for the purjmses aforesaid, and also 
our true and lawful attornies ; and for us and in our names to ask, 
demand, and collect, get in, recover, and receive of and from the 
said United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eust- 
Indies, and of and from any of their officers or servants, or other per- 
son or persons whomsoever, all sums of money whicli now arc or may 
hereafter become payable to us, under and by virtue of the said war- 
rant ; and on receipt thereof, or any part thereof, for us and in our 
names to grant good, valid and clFcctual discharges, and also to pay 
and distribute the same when and in such manner as ]iayment and dis- 
tribution thereof shall be ordered and directed agreeably to the terms 
and provisions of the said warrant, and subject to the provisions 
of the act of Parliament of the fifty-fourth of his late Majesty 
George HI, and the rules and customs hereinbefore referred to ; and 
generally to act, do and perform all such other matters and things as 
we might or could do if personally present ; wc hereby agreeing to 
allow, ratify and confirm all and whatsoever our said agents or attor- 
nies shall lawliilly do or cause to be done in the premises by virtue of 

these 
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thc^c presents. In witness whcreol’ we have hereunto set our hands 
and seals, this eighth day of February 1826. 

Signed, scaled, and delivered at 1 Weli^inoton, (L.S.) 

London, in the presence of J Cjiaiiles Akiiutikvot (L.S.) 

G. CoiiNEiL, Office of Woods, S:c,, 

W. D. White,/ Whitehall. 

This is a true Copy of the Original 
Power of Attorne}^ having been 
therewith examined, this 9th day 
of February 1826, by us : 

Alexandeu M‘Doi;(;aij., Parliament Street, 
Alexander IL M‘DoLit;ALL, Parliament Street. 

The sums adjiulicatecl as booty amount, it is iimlerstoocl, to 
upwards of sixty lacs of riij)ecs, wliich the C-\)urt of Directors, 
in F^cbriiary 1825, instructed their Governments in India to 
pay over to the trustees or their agents, with interest thereon at 
six per cent, per annum, from the date of the deposit to the 
date of the receipt of their orders in India. 

In June 1821, the 1st and 2d Geo. IV, cap. 61, W'as passed 
to regulate the appropriation of unclaimed shares of* prize- 
money belonging to soldiers or sailors in the service of the 
Company. 


LAWS. 


LAWS. 

n.'ja. 

H.M. 

Letters 

Patciit. 


Utrjt:il »)(’ the 

er to SOT)! I ships 
war, and to 
ave a military 
>rce, and to 
Kike [leaee or 
in India. 


(1) (jreoige the Second, by tlie grace of (rod, of 
Great Jlritain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender 
of tile Faith, <S:c. To all to whom these presents shall 
come, greeting : whereas by virtue of several charters 
or letters-patents, heretofore granted by divers of our 
royal predecessors, to different companies of nierchants 
of London and of England trading to the East-Indies, which have 
formerly been incorporated, such former companies have had power to 
send ships of w ar to their settlements in the East-Indies, to raise and 
keep a military force, and to make peace or war with any princes or 
jicoplc, not Cliristians, in any places of their trade ; and also to right 
and recompense tliemsclves upon the goods, estate, or people of those 
parts by whom they should sustain any injury, loss, or damage, or 
upon any other people that should any way interrupt, wTong, or injure 
them in tlieir trade, within the limitvS of their charters. 


(2) And Avhereas by virtue of a charter, or letters- jjtriia] of char- 
patents, granted by our royal predecessor King Wil- tvrs of the 5th 

lium 
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Sspteml>er, toiith liani the Third, of glorious memory, bearing date at 
jxar of^\V^!liam w^j^tmiiistcr, the fifth day of September, in the tenth 
January, oF year of liis rcigii ; and by virtue of our royal charter or 
letters-patents, under the great seal of (Ircat liritain, 
bearing date at Westminster, the eighth day of January, in the twenty- 
sixth year of our reign, the United Company of jMerchants of England 
trading to the East-Indies have power to raise and maintain such a 
body of standing forces at their several settlements in the East-Indies, 
and such a number of seamen and ships of defence, as shall be neces- 
sary for the safeguard and defence of the same ; and to take and 
sur|)risc all and every person and persons, with their ships, armour, 
and ammunition and other goods, as shall in an hostile manner invade 
or attein])t the defeating or destruction of the said United Company's 
settlements, or our subjects inhabiting therein, and, upon just cause, 
to invade and destroy the enemies of the same. 

(:1) And whereas many troubles have of late years arisen in the East- 
Indies, and the said United Company have been obliged, at very great 
expense, to carry on war in those parts against tlic French, and like- 
wise against the Nabob of licngal, and other princes or governments in 
India, and some of* the territories and possessions, goods, merchan- 
dizes, treasure and other tilings belonging to the said United (!!ompany 
in India having been taken from them by the said Nabob of Eengal, 
have been since retaken by llie ships of war and forces maintained, 
raised and paid by the said United (*onipany, in conjunetion with 
some ol* our royal ships of war and forces, which we have been 
graciously jileased to seiul to the ILast-Indies for the defence and 
assistance of the said United Company against their enemies, and 
other territories or districts, goods, mercliandizes and effects have 
been conquered and taken from some of the said princes or govern- 
ments in India at variance with the said United Compaii} , by the sliijis 
and forces of the said United Company alone. 

J5ooty and (I ) And whereas it is expedient for the said United 

w order to enable them to support the great 

tlio burden and expense of the war they are now engaged 

in, and of such wars as they may liereaf’ter have with any of their or 
of our enemies in India; and the better to enable them from time to 
time to make peace on terms advantageous to their trade, that we 
sliould make them such grant and give them such powers as lierein- 
after arc contained : now know yc, that we, well weighing how highly 
it imports the honour and welfare of this our realm, and our good 
subjects tliercof, that all fitting assistance and encouragement should 
l)e given to the said United Company, and in jicrformanee of divers 
covenants between our royal predecessors and the said Company, for 
granting them all such further reasonable powers and privileges as may 
be advisable, for the better support and improvement of their trade, 
liavc, of our especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, given 

and 
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and granted, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, 
do give and grant unto the said United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, their successors and assigns, all 
such booty or plunder, ships, vessels, goods, merchandizes, treasure, 
and other tilings whatsoever which, since our royal letters-patents of 
the nineteenth day of September last past, have been or shall be taken 
or seized from any of the enemies of the said Company, or any of our 
enemies in the East 'Indies, by any ships or forces of the said Com- 
pany, employed by them or on their behalf, within any places or limits 
of their trade prescribed to them by any of the charters granted by 
us or any of our royal predecessors : provided always, that the said 
plunder or booty, as albresaid, be taken or seized during wars or hos- 
tilities begun and carried on, ^n order to right and recompense the said 
Company, upon the goods, estate or people of those parts from whom 
they shall sustain, or shall have just and well-grounded cause to fear 
any injury, loss, or damage, or upon any their people who shall inter- 
rupt, wrong, or injure them in their said trade within the limits of 
their said charters, or who shall in an hostile manner invade or 
attempt to weaken or destroy the settlements of the said Company, 
or to injure our subjects, or others trading or residing within the said 
settlements, or in any manner, under our protection, within the said 
places or limits ; and further, provided always the booty or plunder, 
as aforesaid, be taken in wars, hostilities, or expeditions begun, 
carried on and completed by the forces raised and paid by the said 
Company alone, or by the ships employed at their sole expense, saving 
our prerogative royal, to distribute the saiil plunder or booty in such 
manner and proportions as we shall think fit, in all eases where any of 
the forces, by land or sea, of us, our heirs and succes.sors, shall be 
appointed and commanded to act in conjunction with the ships or 
forces of the said Company ; and excepting always, out of this our 
grant, all such ships, vessels, goods, merchandizes, treasure, and other 
things whatsoever, which have been or shall be forcibly taken or 
detained by the enemy from any of our subjects or others trading or 
residing within the places or limits aforesaid, under our protection, 
and which have been or shall be retaken, in consequence of any wars, 
hostilities or expeditions, as aforesaid, it being agreeable to justice 
and equity, and to our royal purpose, that the same shall be restored 
to the original owners respectively, as far as may be, on payment of 
reasonable salvage. 

(5) And further we have, of our like especial grace. Fortresses, &c. 
certain knowledge and mere motion, given and granted, 
and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, post il of by the 
do give and grant unto the said United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, their successors and 
assigns, that they the said United Company, their successors and 
assigns, shall and may, by any treaty or treaties of peace made or to 
be made between them or any of their officers, servants, or agents 

employed 
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employed on their behalf, and any of the Indian princes or govern- 
ments, cede, restore, or dispose of any fortresses, districts, or territories 
acquired by coiKjuest from an}^ of the said Indian princes or govern- 
ments, during the late troubles between the said Company and the 
Nabob of Bengal, or which shall be acquired by conquest in time 
coming : provided always, that the said Company shall not have any 
power or authority whatsoever to cede, restore, or dispose of any 
settlements, fortresses districts, or territories conciuered from the 
subjects of any European power, without the especial license and 
approbation of us, our heirs and successors. 

Chartt^r to be (6) And we do, for us, our heirs and successors, 
grant and declare, that these our letters-patents, or the 
enrolment thereof, shall be, in and by all things, vfilid 
and elfectual in the Jaw, according to the true intent and meaning of 
the same, and shall be taken, construed, and adjudged in the most 
favourable sense, lor the best advantage of the said Company, as well 
in our courts of record as elsewhere, notwithstanding any non-recital, 
mis-rccital, defect, uncertainty, or imperfection in these our letters- 
patents. 

i hh January, ^7) jn witness whereof, we have caused these our 
of letters to be made patents. — Witness ourself, at West- 

minster, the fourteenth day of January, in the thirty- 
first year of our reign. 

[Bij Writ (if Privy ScaL^ 

An Act to regulate the Appropriaiion of unclaimed Shares of 
Prize- Money, 

Prize money (j) Wlicrcas divcrs suius of moncy belonging to 
oflicers and soldiers employed in the service of the 
ill hands United Company of Merchants of England trading to 

and otluTs, to Ik* East-lndies, and divers other sums of money be- 
paul ovor !o thf . * % • 

East- Iinliii Com- longing to eonuiumders, oftieers and crews ot slops 

pany.— A|>pliia- by or belonging to the said United ('ompany, 

lion of tlio money , • , i x* i • i« 

so paiil over. wliieli saitl several sums ot money have arisen Irom or 

have become distributable in respect of services in 
war, now remain and are in tlie hands of prize agents and other per- 
sons ; and wlicrcas it is expedient that all unclaimed shares of such 
money sliould be appropriated as hereinafter is provided ; be it there- 
fore enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, tliat all and every 
shares and share of booty, prize-money, head-money, bounty-money, 
and salvage-money, and of money arisen i'rom or distributable in 
respect of any capture or other warlike service whatsoever, belonging 
to officers or soldiers, or to any officer or soldier in, or having been 
in the service of the said Company, in whatever service the same may 
have accrued, now remaining in the hands of any prize-agent or 
agents, or any other person or persons whomsoever, shall be paid 

over 
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§ 2 . 


over to the said United Company in London, or at any of their set- 
tlemeiits abroad, according to the residence of the party or parties 
paying the same, or aS the Court of Directors of the said United 
Company shall direct ; and all sums of money, when so paid over, 
shall be applied to the fund established by the Right Honourable 
Robert late Lord Clive, for the relief of persons and the widows 
persons in the military service of* the said United (Company, com- 
monly called “ Lord Clive’s Eund,” for the purpose and objects of 
the said fund, according to the rules and rcgidations for the time 
being tliereof ; subject nevertheless to be refunded without interest to 
any person or persons entitled to the same, and establishing his, her, 
or their claim or claims thereto, to the satisfaction of the Court of 
Directors of the said Company, or of the Uovernor and Council of 
the settlement where the same shall have been paid over to the said 
Company. 

(2) And be it furtlier enacted, that all and every Tozo money 
shares and share of Ijoot}', prize money, head-money, 
bounty-money and salvage-money, and of money arisen of agoiils and 
from or distributable in resiicct of any ca])ture or other to bo paid 

. - , 1 ♦ , ovor to tin* Lasi- 

warlikc service whatsoever, belonging to commanders, Company, 

oflicers, sailors or other persons, or to any commander, — Aijplkution of 
officer, sailor, or other person serving or who may have n^omy. 
served on board of any ship or vessel in the service of the said Com- 
pany, whether hired or belonging to the said Company, in whatsoever 
service the same may have accrued, now remaining in the hands of 
any prize-agent or agents, or any other person or persons whomsoever, 
shall be paid over to the said United Comjiany in London, or at any 
of their settlements abroad, according to tlic residence of the party 
or parties paying the same, or as the Court of Directors of the said 
United Company shall direct ; and all sums of money when so paid 
over shall be applied to the Hospital Fund established for the relief 
of persons and willows of persons belonging to ships and vessels in 
the service of the said United Company, commonly called “ Poplar 
Hospital,” for the purposes and objects of the said last-mentioned 
fund, according to the rules and regulations for the time being 
tliereof ; subject nevertheless to be refunded without interest to any 
person or persons entitled to the same, and establishing his, her, or 
their claim or claims thereto, to the satislUction of the Court of 
Directors of the said Company, or of the (iovernor and Council of' 
the settlement where the same shall luivc been paid over to the said 
Company. 

Times xvithin ivhich Paj/menfs arc to be made. 


§ 3. (.3) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that all money 

hereby directed lo be paid over lo tlic said United Chmipany, and 
which shall be to be paid over in London, shall be paid within six 
calendar months next after the passing of this act ; and all such 

money 
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money which shall be to be paid over at any of the settlements abroad LAWS, 
of the said United Company, shall be paid within six calendar months 
next after the governments at the said settlements respectively shall i 2 

liave caused tlie provisions of this act,- in that respect, to be notified Goo. 4, 

in the way in which general orders for the army are Usually published ^ 

at the said settlements respectively. 

Agcnlx to deliver Acamnts upon Oath, 

(1) And be it further enacted, that all and every persou and 
persons whomsoever who arc reejuired by this act to pay over any 
money to tlie said United (\)mpany, shall and they are hereby re- 
quired, without further re(iuisition or notice, to deliver or cause to 
be delivered to the secretary of the said United Com[)iiny in Uondon, 
or to the several secretaries ol* the respective governments at the 
settlements abroad when; such money shall be to be paid over to the 
said United Comj)any respectively, a true and correct account of all 
the monies remaining in his or their liands, and so to be paid over, 
with a list or lists of the names, rank, regiment, or other sufficient 
description of the persons entitled thereto, which account and lists 
shall be verified by the affidavit on oath of the party or one of the 
parties required to deliver the same, such oath to be taken before any 
magistrate or other person authorized by any court of law or equity 
to administer oaths, and which oath such magistrate or other person 
is hereby recpiired to administer accordingly. 

Court of Directors and Governments abroad to call for Accounts, 

Not to require (,5) And be it further enacted, that upon the § fi. 
reasonable request and notice of the Court of Di- 
closcfd. rectors of the said United Company, and the go- 

vernments of the settlements of the said Company abroad respec- 
tively, all and every person and persons whomsoever who are 
required by this act to pay over any money to the said United Com- 
pany, shall make out and deliver, or cause to be made out and 
delivered to the secretaries of the said Court of Directors, and of the 
said governments respectively requiring the same, full, true, and 
particular accounts in writing of all the receipts, payments, dealings 
and transactions of such person and persons ; and il* they shall be 
executors, administrators, agents, or representatives, then full, true 
and particular accounts, in writing, of their several testators, intes- 
tates, and principals, any way relating to any l)()oty, prize-money, 
or other matter in respect of which such money so to be paid over 
shall have arisen, with the dates of all and every such receipts, pay- 
ments, dealings, and transactions, and true and correct lists and des- 
criptions of all grants, deeds, w’ritings, books of account, letters, 
and papers whatsoever, in the custody or power, or which ever shall 
have been in the custody or power of the persons respectively required 
to make out and deliver the same, or of their respective testators, 
intestates, or principals, any way relating to any such booty, prize- 

money 
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LAWS, money, or other matter ; which accounts and lists shall be verified 
by affidavit on oath, to the best of the knowledge, information, and 
1 and *2 belief of the person or persons required to make out and deliver the 

Geo. 4, same, such oatli to be taken before any magistrate or other person 

5 ^* authorized by any court of law or equity to administer oaths, and 
which oath such magistrate or other person is hereby required to 
administer accordingly ; and all the grants, deeds, writings, books of 
account, letters, and papers relating to the matters aforesaid, and 
in the custody or power of the person or persons required to pay 
over any such money as aforesaid, shall be produced and shewn at 
all reasonable times at the place or places where such grants, deeds, 
writings, books of account, letters and papers shall be usually kept 
and deposited, or in some other reasonable and convenient manner, 
to such person and persons as the said Court of Directors or the 
said governments respectively shall direct or aurhori/e to inspect the 
same ; and such person and persons shall have full liberty to inspect, 
and take, and cause to be taken such copies, extracts, and abstracts 
thereof, as he or they, or the said Court of Directors, or the said 
governments respectively, shall sec fit: provided always, that this 
act, or any thing herein contained, or the production, inspection, or 
examination of the accounts, books, and papers before-mentioned, 
shall not in any way be deemed or construed to extend to open any 
account vvliich shall have been conclusively closed and settled by the 
order, judgment, sentence, or decree of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, or in any other manner by which the parties interested 
therein would have been concluded if this act had not been passed, 
nor to j)revent any court of competent jurisdiction to order any 
such account to be opened, or to give liberty lor surcharge or falsifi- 
cation thereof, nj)on just cause and ground shewn for that purpose. 

Pi'rsons laUng false Oaths ^niltif of Ptrjur\f. 

§ fi. (fi) And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons 

whosoever shall be convicted of making a false oath, touching any 
of the matters directed or required by this act to be teslilied on oath, 
such person or ])ersons so convicted as aforesaid shall be deemed 
guilty of perjury, and shall be liable to the pains and ])enalties to 
which persons guilty of perjury are liable, by any law in force in that 
part of the United Kingdom called England; and if any person shall 
corruptly procure or suborn any (»ther person or persons to swear 
falsely in any such oath, such person being duly convicted of such 
procuring and sul)orning, shall for every such offence incur and suffer 
such penalties, forfeitures, pains, and dis.abilities, as persons con- 
victed of perjury are respectively liable unto, by any law in force in 
the said part of the said United Kingdom callcd^^l’mgland. 

^ jPotoer Recover ij of Monies directed to he i)aid over, 

§ 7. (7) And be it further enacted, that the said United Courts ol’ jus- 

Company shall hfivc and be entitled to the same rights, invested with 


powers, 
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equity, or by any admiralty process, to be eommeneed 
and prosecuted in the name of tlie said United Com- 
pany in the several courts of’ justice in the United 
Kingdom and in the East-Indies, and elsewhere soever, 
for discovery and recovery of the monies licreby di- 


of Greenwich and 
Ciielsea Hospi- 
tals. 


the same powers powers, remedies, and methods of suit at law or in 
as they now have * 
with respect to 
Greenwich and 
Chelsea llospi* 
tals. Ctmrt of 
Directors, &c. to 
exercise similar 

imlyT)rcxLTcise(i rectcd to be })aid over to tlie saul Company, as the 

by the treasurers original owners thereof now have or are entitled to use 

] ^ 

or exercise ; and all courts of law and equity, and of 
admiralty jurisdiction, in the United Kingdom and in 
the East-Indies, shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction, powers, 
and authorities, for compelling all and every person and persons to 
account for and pay over the monies hereby directed to be paid over 
to the said United Company, as any court of law or ctpiity, or of 
admiralty jurisdiction, may now lawfully' exercise with respect to any 
unclaimed baLmces payable to the treasurers of Greenwich Hospital 
and Chelsea Hospital respectively, by virtue of any acit or acts of 
Parliament, or any law, usage, or custom whatsoever ; and tliat it 
shall and may be lawful to and for tlie Court of Directors of the 
said United C'ompany, and the several governments of the settle- 
ments abroad of the said United Company, to exercise the same or 
the like powers and authorities for the recovery of the monies hereby 
directed to be paid over to the said United Company, as may now be 
exercised by virtue of any act or acts of l*arliamcnt now in force 
relating to prize-money by the treasurers of Greenwich Hospital 
and Chelsea Hospital respectively, so far as such powers and autho- 
rities extend to the recovery by them, and the discovery of un- 
claimed shares of prize-money due and belonging to any officers, 
soldiers, or seamen in the service of his Majesty, and shall be appli- 
cable to the objects of this act. 


LAWS. 
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JVo/ to affect the hiteresls of Chehea or Grccnmch Hospitals. 

(8) And be it further enacted, that nothing in this act contained § 8* 
shall extend or be construed to extend to aff’cct the Royal Hospital 

for soldiers at Chelsea, nor the Royal Hospital for seamen at Green- 
wich, nor to take away, repeal, or diminish any claim, right, or in- 
terest which, by virtue of any law or laws now in force have been 
given or arc now existing, or may hereafter, by virtue of the said acts, 
become vested in the said Royal Hospitals, or in the treasurers there- 
of, for the recovery of any unclaimed and forfeited shares of prize- 
money for the benefit of the said institutions or for the benefit of 
the person or persons entitled to any unclaimed and forfeited shares 
of prize-money, but the same shall continue and remain in the said 
commissioners and in the said treasurers as if this act had not been 
made. 

Acquitting Persons paying over Prize-Money. 

(9) And be it further enacted, that all and every person and per- § 

2 Q sons, 
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sons, who shall pay over to the said Company, or to any other person 
or persons, by their order or for their use, any sum or sums of money 
under the provisions of this act, shall, from and after such payment, 
be absolutely acquitted and discharged from all claims and demands' 
whatsoever of all and every other person and persons to the same 
monies which shall be so paid over. 

Application of Prize-Monies in Hands of the Easi-India Company. 

5 10 . (10) And be it further enacted, that all unclaimed shares of booty, 

prize-money, head-money, bounty- money, and salvage-money, and 
of money arisen from or distributable in respect ol‘ any capture or 
other warlike service whatsoever, belonging to officers and soldiers in 
the service of the said Company, and to commanders, officers, sailors, 
and other persons serving on board such ships as aforesaid, in the 
service of the said United Company, and which now remain in the 
hands of the said United Company, or in any of their treasuries 
abroad, shall forthwith be carried over by order of the Court of Di- 
rectors of the said Company, to the credit of the said respective funds, 
called “ Lord Clive’s Fund,’' and “ Poplar Hospital f to be applied 
to and for the purposes and objects of the said funds respectively, in 
like manner as the monies herein-before directed to be paid to them 
are to be applied ; and in case at any time the person or persons 
originally entitled to the same, or their representatives, shall establish 
their claims thereto to the satisfaction of the said C.purt of Directors, 
or of the Clovernor and Council of the settlement where the same 
money shall now remain, then the said (\)urt of Directors shall cause 
the said money to be refunded accordingly, and the same shall be 
brought hack from the fund to which it sliull have been carried, as 
herein-before is mentioned. 

Expenses of carrying this Act into Execution to be defrayed out (f the 
Monies recovered. 

§11. (11) And be further enacted, that all expenses Persons employ- 

incurred or to be incurred in executing this act, and pa„y^iK?t toaci as 
the sums paid in remunerating the officers or persons agt*nts. Penalty 
employed on behall* of the said United Company, 
for their care, pains, and trouble in performing the regulations and 
directions thereof, shall, so far as the same relate to those officers or 
persons, be subject to the discretion of the Court of Directors for 
managing the affairs of the said Company, and shall be paid out of 
the principal monies to be recovered and discovered as aforesaid, on 
account of such shares respectively : provided nevertheless, that no 
person employed by the said United Company in executing the re- 
gulations of this act, shall act as an agent for prizes, or be concerned 
directly or indirectly in tlic business thereof, under the penalty of five 
hundred pounds. 


LAWS. 

1321. 
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Not to prevent Persons trying Rights to Prize-Money. 

(12) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that nothing in this 
act contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent any 
person or persons from resorting to any remedy at law or in equity, 
against the said Company, for the recovery of the principal, without in- 
terest, of any money to which he, she, or they may be entitled, and 
which shall have been paid to the said United Company, or which 
shall have been carried over by the said Company to the credit of either 
of the funds hercin-beforc mentioned, under the directions of this 
act ; provided such person or persons shall have preferred his or their 
claim thereto to the said Court of Directors, if such money shall have 
been paid over to the said Company in England, or shall have been 
carried over from their funds at home, or to the (lovernor in Council 
of the presidency where the same shall have been paid or carried over, 
if paid over to the said ("ompany, or carried over from their funds in 
India, w'ithin six years after the same shall have been so paid or carried 
over ; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 


LAWS. 

1821. 

1 and 2 
Goo. *1, 
c. 61, 

% 12 . 
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LAWS. 

! 

7 (ii'o. 4, 
c. 

^ 1 . 


ROYAL NAVY. 


The subject of this head should properly have been inserted 
under that of ‘‘ Naval Force in India,” but the bill upon which 
it is founded was not printed until the 26th April. The 
object of the act is to provide that the charges and expenses 
of any naval force sent out by his Majesty to tlie East-Indies 
on tlie representation of the Court of Directors, with the 
approbation of the Hoard of Cominissioncrs for the Adairs of 
India, for tlie purpose of being employed in hostilities against 
any of the native powers in the Kast-Indies, shall be borne by 
the Company as part of their political charges. 

It is understood that the charge to the Coni])any shall cease 
so soon as there shall have been sufficient time for the recall 
and return of tlu' ship.s, after due notice that their services 
are no longer required ; such notice to be given by the Court 
of Directors to the Lords of the Admiralty. 


L A W S. 

(1) Whereas by an act passed in the fifty-tliird year rreambU*. 

of the reign of his late Majesty King (icorge III, provision is made 
for defra^aiig all the charges and expenses of raising and maintaining 
the forces, as well European as native, military, artillery, and marine, 
on the establishments in the East-Indies and parts within the limits 
aforesaid, and of maintaining the forts and garrisons there, and pro- 
viding warlike and naval stores ; 

(2) And whereas it is expedient that similar provision should be 
made for payment by the said Company of the expenses of any naval 
force which now is, or at any time h(*reafter may be sent to the lilast- 
Indies or parts aforesaid, for the purpose of being employed in hos- 
tilities with any of the native powers ; 

(3) Be it enacted by the King’s most excellent Cbarfres snul ex - 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the senfout oil 
Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this representation of* 

present 
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Directors of present parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
paiiy same, that all the charges and exj^enscs of sending 

frayed by the oiit and employing, in the East-Indies and parts afore- 
Coinpaiiy. s.ii(I, the naval force which hath been lately sent out 

by his Majesty, upon t/ie representation of the Court of Directors of 
the said United Company, with the approbation of the Commissioners 
for the Affairs of India, and also all the charges and expenses of any 
naval force which may hereafter be sent out by his Majesty, his heirs 
or successors, upon the representation of the Court of Directors of 
the said United Company, and with the approbation of the said Com- 
missioners, for the purpose of being employed in hostilities against 
any of the native powers in the East-Indies or j)arts aforesaid, shall 
be borne by the said United Company as part ol’ their political 
charges, and the amount thereof shall from time to timi’, as the same 
shall be ascertained, be paid into the receipt of the Exebeejuer, in 
such manner as the (Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland shall direct. 


LAWS. 

1826. 

7 Geo. 4, 
c. 

§ 1 . 
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ST. HELENA. 


The Island of iSt. Helena is situated in the sixteenth degree 
of south latitude, and the sixth degree of west longitude from 
Greenwich. The nearest continent is Africa, from whence it 
is distant four hundred leagues. Its extreme length is ten miles 
and a-half, its breadth six and three-quarters, its circumference 
about twenty-eight miles, and its surface encloses 30,000 acres.* 
The island appears tt> have been first discovered by John 
De Nova, the commodore of some Portuguese ships returning 
from India on the 21st May 1502, the anniversary of Helena, 
the mother of the Emperor Constantine, from which circum- 
stance the island takes its name. 

The English first touched there in 1588- The Hutch, who 
had succeeded the Portuguese in the possession of the island 
about the middle of the seveiiteeth century, abandoned it for 
the Cape of Good Hope. In June 1658, some homeward- 
bound ships of the London Easi-India Company touched at 
St. Helena, when it was taken possession of in the name of the 
English, and was confirmed by the charter of his Majesty 
Charles II. to the Company, 3d April 1661. 

In 1671-2, the Dutch surprised and took the island : it 
was recovered in 1673, when his Majesty was pleased to 
regrant it to the Company by another charter, bearing date 
the 16th December in that year, constituting them lords pro 
prietors of St. Helena, reserving to the crown the due faith 
and allegiance of the Company and inhabitants. The Com- 
pany’s legislative powers extended to taking away life and 
limb : but they were not to be exercised contrary to the spirit of 
the laws of England. The Company w'ere also empowered to 

appoint 

* History of the Inland, by T. II. Brooke, K;sq. 
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appoint governors and other ministers, and to establish judicial 
proceedings as used in England. The government of the is- 
land is vested in a governor and two members of council, the 
member next to the governor holding the situation of secretary. 

By the 27th of Geo. IT, cap. 9, martial-law was extended to 
St. Helena, and lias been confirmed by the 4th of Geo. IV, 
cap. 81. ^ 

Courts of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery were es- 
tablished in 1762, the governor and council acting as Judges 
and magistrates. 

In July 1825, an act was passed to authorize the transporta- 
tion of oflenders from St. Helena ; previously to which act, 
those crimes which subject parties to transportation in this 
country were punished at St. Helena either by burning in 
the hand or by whipping. Persons returning to the island, 
or coming into any of the territories or acquisitions of his Ma- 
jesty or the Company in the East-Indies, or into any part of 
Great Britain before the end of the term for which they are 
transported, are liable to be punished as a person attainted 
of felony. 

8t. Helena, notwithstanding its limited resources and con- 
fined means, has contributed on three several occasions essential 
aid in support of the public interests abroad. In the month of 
May 1795, intelligence reached the governor f that Holland 
hud been overrun by the forces of France, and that the Dutch 
would be compelled to take part in hostilities against England. 
Col. Brooke, in conjunction with Capt. Essington, of his 
Majesty’s ship Sceptre, formed a plan for an attempt to secure 
the Cape of Good Hope, before intelligence could reach that 
settlement ; for which purpose, a force altogether of about six 
hundred men, the military part conducted by Col. Brooke, and 
the naval part by Capt. Essington, weighed anchor on the 1st 
June. The following morning they received advices by the 
Swallow packet from the Cape, that the expedition was antici- 
pated by a force under Admiral Sir George Elphinstone and 
General Craig. It was however understood, that a valuable 

homeward- 


Vide Mililarif Sec. 

t Lieut. >Col. Uruoke. 
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homcwarcl-bound fleet was on the eve of departure from the 
Cape when tlic Swallow sailed. At the request of Capt. Essing- 
ton, two of the Company’s ships, the Manship and (General God- 
dard, with the Swallow, together with the troops that had been 
previously embarked on those ships, also a company of artil- 
lery on board the Scej)tre, were placed under his orders. The 
squadron weighed anchor and stood to windward on the 3d 
June, whilst every exertion was made to prepare the Asia, Lord 
Hawkesbury, Essex, Airly Castle, and Husbridge. On the 
14th June, seven sail of the line were iliscoveretl ; they displayed 
Outch colours, and their commodore flred a gun to leeward. 
This was repeated by Capt. Essington. The Dutch not lieav- 
ing-to, a. signal was made to the Goddard to bring the chace 
down to the Sceptre. The Goddard instantaneously appeared 
under a cloud of canvass, and was laid alongside the Dutch 
Commodore: who, from her high state of discipline, concluded 
her to be iiotliiiig less than a 1‘rigate, and in consecpience sub- 
mitted to Caj)l. Money’s directions to bear dowji. The Dutch 
captains having given their crews intoxicating drugs, several 
shots were fired at the Sceptre, but a few rounds from that 
ship shew'cd the inefficacy of resistance. The Asia anti liusbridge 
appearing in sight, the seven Dutch sliips were taken posses- 
sion of, and brought into St. Helena roads on the 17ih June: 
the Sceptre, with her prizes and convoy, sailed for England 
on the 1st July. 

Shortly after these occurrences, intelligence was received at 
the island from Sir George Elphinstone and General Craig, ofl’ 
the Cape. Tlie latter represented to Governor Ilrooke that no 
augmentation could be so inconsiderable as not to be acceptable. 
Not a moment was lost in putting board the Company’s 
ship Arniston, Captain Marjoribanks, then at the island, nine 
pieces of field ordnance, a complete company of artillery, and 
three companies of infantry, amounting in the wdiole to three 
hundred and ninety- three men, all trained to field-piece prac- 
tice, with £10,000 in money, and a supply of ammunition and 
salt provisions. 

Governor Brooke received the expression of his Majesty’s 
approbation through Mr. Dundas, for his zeal and alacrity, 

..md 


* The* latter sliip eflectcil a junction with the Commodore, 
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and the Court of Directors signified their satisfaction at his 
conduct, and conveyed their thanks for his meritorious exer- 
tions in forwarding the public service. 

In 1805, on the occasion of Sir Home Popliani proceed- 
ing to South America, after the capture of the Cape of Good 
Hope, he touched at St. Helena, when tliat little settle- 
ment furnished an additional force of two hundred and 
sixty men, including a company of artillery and some field 
ordnance. Of the artillery nine were killed, and many wounded, 
at the unsuccessful attempt by General Ileresford to protract 
the surrender of Jluenos Ayres in August 1806. 

It has been observed under the head of Parliament,” that 
the Island of St. Helena was fixed upon as the place for 
the detention and custody of General Puonaparte. His Ma- 
jesty’s ship Northumberland, bearing the flag of Rear-Admi- 
ral Sir George (^ockburn, anchored in the roads on the 
15th October 181.5, from which ship Napoleon landed on the 
17th. Two acts were passed, caj). 22 and 23 of the 56th 
Geo. Ill ; by the former, Napoleon Ruonaparte was to be 
detained and treated as a prisoner of war; the latter regu- 
lated the intercourse with the island, ’^riie period of his con- 
finement was about five years and a half: he expired on the 
5th May 1821, and was interred on the 9th with the military 
honours usually paid to the remains of a general of the highest 
rank. 

During the government of Sir Hudson T-.owe, a measure 
was carried into effect for the gradual abolition of slavery. 

On the 13th August 1818, a general meeting of the inha- 
bitants was convened, when resolutions were unanimously 
adopted, by which all children born of a slave w’diian from 
and after Christmas-day 1818, were declared to be free, but to 
be considered as apprentices to the proprietors of the mothers, 
if males, until the age of eighteen, and if females until the age 
of sixteen : the masters and mistresses are to enforce the 
attendance of free-born children at church and at the Sunday 
schools. The measure received the warm approbation of the 
Court of Directors, wlio at the same time expressed their 
anxious desire for a more general extension of the humane 
principles which influenced the proprietors, and sent out^ 

instructions 
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4 Geo. 4, 
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1825. 

• Geo. 4, 
c. 85, 

§ 17. 


instructions for the application of the same regulations to the 
Company’s slaves, likewise empowering the (government to 
emancipate their adult slaves in all cases where there was any 
prospect of the parties becoming useful members of society. 


LAWS. 

Courts- Martial, 

(1) His Majesty by commission under his sign-manual may autho- 
rize the Company to empower their governor and council at St. 
Helena to appoint courts-niartial. — ( Vide Military Forces, page 4C5, 
sec. 15.) 

Transporlalhti of' Offenders from St, Helena, 

(2) And whereas it is expedient that the governor and counsel 
appointed by the said United Company in and for the island of 
St. Helena, should be empowered, when acting as a court of oyer 
and terminer and gaol delivery, to order offenders to be transported 
from the said island to such places as are hereinafter mentioned or 
referred to ; be it therefore enacted, that when any person or persons 
shall have been convicted before the said governor and council of the 
said island of St. Helena, sitting and acting as a court of oyer and 
terminer and gaol delivery, of the crime of grand or petit larceny, 
or of any other offence for which such person or persons would before 
the passing of this act have been liable by the laws of this realm 
to be transported, it shall and may be lawful for the governor and the 
council of the said island to order and adjudge that such j)erson or 
persons so convicted as aforesaid shall be transported, for such term 
of years as such governor and council shall direct, to New South 
Wales, or any other place to which by virtue of any law now in force 
he, she, or they might have been transported, or sentenced to be 
transported, by or by the sentence of any court exercising jurisdiction 
within the several Eritisli presidencies or governments in the East- 
^dies ; and where any person or persons shall hereafter be convicted 
of any crimes whatever, for which he, she, or they is or are or shall be 
by the laws of this realm in force w ithin the said island of St. Helena 
excluded from the benefit of the clergy, it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the said governor and council, as they shall sec fit, instead of 
awarding sentence of execution against such offender or offenders, to 
order such offender, or offenders to be in like manner transported, 
either for life, or for such number of years as the said governor and 
council shall award and order ; and the governor and council of the 
said island are hereby authorized and required to take the necessary 
measures for the due performance of such sentences and awards of 
transportation accordingly. 

(.3) And 
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Punishment for (3) And bc it further enacted, that if any olFender 
pt^soiiK return. Sentenced or ordered to be transported as aforesaid 
shall return to the said island of Su Helena, or come 
into any of the territories or acquisitions of his Majesty, or of the said 
United Company in the East-Indies, or shall come into any part of 
Great Britain or Ireland, before the end of the term for which he or 
she shall bc so sentenced or ordered to be transported as aforesaid, 
he or she so returning or coming as aforesaid shall be liable to be 
punished as a person attainted of felony, without benefit of clergy, 
and execution shall and may be awarded against such offender accord- 
ingly : provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall be 
construed or taken to prevent his Majesty, his heirs and successors, 
from extending his or their royal mercy to any such offender or 
offenders, or from allowing the return of such offender or offenders 
from such place of transportation. 


LAWS. 

1825. 

6 Geo. 4, 
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SALARIES. 


The parliamentary enactments relating to salaries may be 
stated under the following heads : 

1st. Those which fix a specific salary to certain offices. 

2dly. Those which limit the amount to be drawn by ser- 
vants in India. 

3dly. Those which authorize the payment of a portion of 
the salary of a deceased party to the executors or repre- 
sentatives. 

4thly. Those regarding the increase of salaries beyond £200 
per annum. 

There are also certain By-Laws of the Company relating to 
salaries which will be noticed. 

The salaries fixed by Parliament are those of the Oovernor- 
General and Members of Council in Bengal, of the.hidgcs of 
the Supreme Courts of Judicature at Calcutta, Madras, ami 
Bombay, and of the Bishop of Calcutta and the Archdeacons 
of the three Presidencies. Jlie salary of the Recorder of 
Prince of Wales’ Island is fixed in the letters-patent. 

The salaries of the several officers commence from and 
after their respectively taking upon them the execution of their 
offices, and cease on their resignation or departure. 


BENGAL. 

The salaries of the Governor-General and Members of 
Council, and of the Judges of the Supreme Court at Calcutta, 
are fixed by the Regulating Act of 1773. 

To the Governor-General £25,000 per annutn. 

Each of the Members of Council 10,000 do. 

The Chief Justice of the Si^reme 

Court 8,000 do. 

Each of the Puisne Judges 6,000 do. : 

Madras. 
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MADRAS. 

When the Supreme Court was first established at Madras, 
in 1800, the salaries of the Judges were fixed at £6,000 per 
annum to the Chief Justice, and £5,000 per annum to each of 
the Puisne Judges, payable at eight shillings the pagoda. 

In 1825, the subject of increasing the salaries of the Judges 
in Great Britain was brought before Parliament; and, at the 
same time, it was proposed to fix an even sum in the currency 
of Madras for the Judges of tluj Supreme Court there. 

To the Chief Justice 60,000 Madras Rs. per annum. 

Each of the Puisne Judges 50,000 do. 

71ie 6th Geo. 4, cap. 85, was accordingly passed. 


BOMBAY, 

The act authorizing the establishment of a Supreme Court 
at Bombay passed in July 1823 ; the salaries to the Judges are 
fixed by the act of 1825. 

To the Chief Justice 60,000 Bombay Us. per annum. 

Each Puisne Judge 50,000 do. 

Any judge executing the office of Chief Justice is to be 
entitled to the salary of chief justice for such time as he shall 
officiate. 

PRINCE OF WALES' ISLAND, SINGAPORE, AND 
MALACCA. 

Recorder, r 

In the month of March 1805, the East-India Company pre- 
sented a petition to the King, praying that his Majesty would 
be graciously pleased to establish a Court of Judicature at 
Prince of Wales’ Island. It became necessary to fix the 
salary which should be allotted to the Recorder; the Court 
of Directors, having considered the subject, recommended to 
the General Court to grant £4,000 per annum for that pur- 
pose; and also to authorize;:the Court to grant a pension, not 
exceeding £1,000 per annum, to any person who should have 
resided on the island, in the office of Recorder, for any period 

not 
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0.8.% §4. 



6U6 


SALAllIES. 


l^ettets 

Pat.(»nt. 


not less than ten years. The proposition M^as laid before the 
proprietors on the 21st May. On the 18th June following 
a warm debate took place in the General Court, the measure 
being supported by tlie chairman, and opposed by Mr. George 
Johnstone, Mr. Peter Moore, Mr. Kemble, and other proprie- 
tors, not only on the ground tliat the appointment w^as unne- 
cessary, but under the persuasion that the interference of his 
Majesty’s ministers was apparent throughout the measure. 
The question was negatived witiiout a division. On the 21th 
September following, the subject was again brought under 
discussion, and it w'as proposed to grant a salary of £3,000, 
with a pension of £1,000 after ten years’ service. The chair- 
man stated, that letters had been received Irom Prince of 
Wales’ Island since the meeting of tiui Court in .Tunc, expres- 
sive of the great want of such a person and the mischief 
which would ensue from any dclaj^ The resolution for fixing 
the salary at £3,000 per annum was carried in the affirmative, 
but that for granting a pension of £1,000 per annum was 
negatived. 

Letters -patent were issued on the 25th March 1807, by 
which the Recorder is authorized to receive from the Company 
a salary of £3,000 per annum, to be calculated at five shillings 
for every dollar current wdthin the factory. 

By the act of the 5th (weo. IV, cap. 8, passed in June 1824, 
the island of Singa])ore, together with Malacca, w^ere transfer- 
red to the Comy)any. By the 6th Geo. IV, cap. 85, sec. 21 (5th 
July 1825), the Court of Directors are authorized, if they shall 
see fit, to annex Singapore and Malacca to Prince of Wales’ 
Island; and by the 19th i^ctioii of the same act, his Majesty is 
authorized by letters-patent to make provision for administering 
justice at Singapore and Malacca.' 

liis/iop mid Arvhdeavom, 

The salaries to the Bishop and Archdeacons are fixed by the 
act of 1813, viz. 

To the Bisliop of Calcutta £5,000 per anjiuin, at Uvo shil- 
lings the Bengal current rupee. 

To the Archdeacon at Calcutta £2,000 per annum, at the 
same exchange. 

To 
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To the Archdeacon at Madras £2,000 per annum, at eight 
shillings the Madras pagoda. 

To the Archdeacon at IJonibay £2,000 per annum, at two 
shillings and threepence the Hombay rupee. 

Civil Servants. 

The whole of the salaries fixed by legislative enactments 
have been noticed in the Ibregcang detail. 

Those wl)icli limit tlio amount to be drawn by civil servants 
are contained in the 82tl section of the act of 1813. In the 
act of 1793, tliree years* residence in India Avas requisite to 
entitle a civil servant to hold an olfice of £500 ])er annum, six 
years for £1,500 per annum, nine years for one of £3,000 per 
annum, and twelve years for one of £1,000 per annum. At' 
present — 

Until a civil servant shall have resided four years in India 
he is not qualified to hold a place of more than £1,500 per 
annum; until seven years, of more than £.3,000; after ten 
years, of £t,000, including council. 

Payment of Salary to Kxerittors or lie presenta tires. 

By the fitli Geo. IV, c::j>. 85, passetl in 1825, provision is 
made that in all cases from and since the 22d January 1822, in 
the event of a judge or bishop dying either during his voyage 
or within six months after his arrival, the salary for one year 
shall be paid to the legal personal representatives ; and that 
from the 1st .laiiuary 1823, on the death of any judge, bishfip, 
or recorder, after the expiration of six months from the time of 
his arrival in India, a sum equal to the amount of six months* 
salary to the legal reprc.scntativcs. 

In March 1826, a bill was brought into Parliament to autho- 
rize the C^ompan^^ to cause payment to be made to the repre- 
sentatives of officers in their civil or military service who having 
quitted or left their stations, and not having proceeded or 
intended to proceed to Europe, but intending to return to their 
stations, have died, or who may hereafter die during their tempo- 
rary absence within the limits of the C'ompany’s charter, or at 
the Cape of Crood Uope^ of such salaries and allowances, or 
such portion thereof as the officers so tlying would have been 
entitled to if they had returned to their stations : the payments 

which 
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which have already been made under similar circumstances are 
confirmed. 

Injcrease of Salaries beyond £200 per Annum. 

The limitation as to increase of salaries, &c. beyond £200- 
per annum, without the consent of the Board of Commis- 
sioners, is fixed by the 125th section of the act of 1793. The 
approbation of the proprietors is required by the By-Law. 


L A \V S. 

Governor-General, Members of Council, and Judges. 

BentraL 

o 

(1) And be it furtlier enacted by the authority afore- Salaries osta- 
said, that during such time as the territorial acqiii- 

, sitions shall remain in the possession of the said Coni- council, chief 
pany, the Court of Directors of the said United Com- and 

pany shall, and they are hereby required to direct, and ^ 
cause to be paid, certain and established salaries to the governor- 
general and to each of the council of the said United Company's 
presidency of Fort-William in Bengal, and to the chief justice and 
each of the judges of such Supremo Court of Judicature at Fort 
William, as shall be by the said new charter established ; (that is to 
say) to the governor-general ixventy-fvc thousand pounds by the year, 
and to each of the council of the said United Company's presidency 
of Fort William in Bengal ten thousand pounds by the year; and to 
the chief justice ei^ht. thousand pounds by the year ; and to each of 
the judges of the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, 
six thousand pounds by the year : and that such salaries shall be paid 
and payable to each and every of them respectively for the time being 
out of the said territorial acquisitions in the kingdoms of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orissa. 

(2) And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
salaries of such governor-general and council, and of such chief justice 
and judges of such Supreme Court of Judicature as aforesaid, shall take 
place and commence upon and from the day* o/ their respectively 
taking upon them the execution of these offices ; and that all such salaries 
to such governor-general and council, and of such chief justice and 
judges, shall be in lieu of all fees of office, perquisites, emoluments 
and advantages whatsoever, and that no fees of office, perquisites, 
emoluments or advantages whatsoever shall be accepted, received, 
or taken by such governor-general and council, or by such chief justice 
and judges, as aforesaid, or any of them, in any manner, or on any 
account or pretence whatsoever, other than such salaries and allowances 
as are in and by ^is act directed to be paid to them respectively. 

Madras, 


By the .53 Geo. 3, cap. 1.5.5, sec. PO. 
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Madras*. LAWS. 

Salaries to (3) Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most excel- 1825. 

lent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords, spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in § i/ 
this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
that the Court of Directors of the said United Company shall, and 
they are hereby required to direct and cause to be paid to the chief 
justices and each of the puisne judges of the said Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Madras, in lieu and instead of the salaries paid or pay- 
able to them respectively under or by virtue of the said recited acts of 
the thirty-ninth and fortieth years of his late Majesty’s reign, in like 
manner and sulqect to the same regulations and provisions as the said 
salaries have been heretofore or arc now paid and payable, and not 
otherwise, the salaries hereinafter mentioned ; that is to say, to the 
chief justice of the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras, the 
sum of fifty-eiglit thousand Madras rupees by the year (to be com- 
puted from the first day of January one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen, to the time of the passing of this act), and from thenceforth 
a salary after the rate of s/s/// thousand jSfadras rupees by the year: 
and to each of the puisne judges of the said last-mentioned court a 
salary after the rate ol’ forty-eight thousand Madras rupees by the 
year [to be computed from the said first day of January one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighteen to the time of the passing of this 
act], and from thenceforth a salary after the rate of.////y thousand 
Madras rupees by the year ; and tliat such salaries shall be paid and 
payable to each and every of them respectively, out of the territorial 
revenues of the said settlement at Madras. 

Bombay* 

{4) And be it further enacted, that the Court of Directors of the S 2. 
said United Company shall, and they arc hereby reejuired to direct and 
cause to be paid to the chief justice and each of the puisne judges of 
the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Bombay, in lieu and instead 
of the salaries paid or payable to them respectively under or by virtue 
of the said recited act of the fourth year of his present Majesty, in 
like manner and subject to the same regulations and provisions as the 
said salaries have been heretofore or are now paid or payable, and not 
Otherwise, the salaries hereinafter mentioned ; that is to say, to the 
chief justice of the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Bombay a 
salary after the rate of fifty-eight thousand Bombay rupees by the 
year, to be computed from the eighth day of May one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-four to the time of the passing of this act, and 
from thenceforth a salary after the rate of sixty thousand Bombay 
rupees by the year ; and' to each of the puisne judges of the said last- 
mentioned court the sum of forty-eight thousand Bpmbay rupees by 
the year, to be computed from the said eighth day of Alay one thou- 

^ R sand 
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sand eight hundred and twenty-four to the time of the passing of this 
act, and from thenceforth a salary after the rate of fifty thousand 
Bombay rupees by the year ; and that such salaries shall be paid and 
payable to each and every of them respectively out of the territorial 
revenues of the said settlement of Bombay. 

Provision for Payment of Salary to Puisne Judge 'performing the 
Duties of Chief Justice* 

(5) And be it further enacted, that when and as often as it shall 
happen that in consequence of the vacancy of the office of chief jus- 
tice in any of the said Supreme Courts of Judicature at Fort William 
in Bengal, or at Madras or Bombay respectively, one of the puisne 
judges of the said courts respectively shall preside for and exercise 
the office of such chief justice, such puisne judge so acting as chief 
justice during a vacancy, and until the arrival of the person appointed 
to succeed to the office of chief justice, shall be entitled to receive in 
lieu of his proportion of salary as a puisne judge of such court, such 
a proportion of salary (and no more) as would have become due to 
such chief justice during the period while the vacancy shall be sup- 
plied by such puisne judge as aforesaid, and that the payment of such 
rate of salary to a puisne judge so acting or having acted as such chief 
justice in any of the said Supreme Courts respectively, shall com- 
mence and take effect from the twenty-second day of January one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. 

Recorder, 

Prince (f Wales Island, Sfc. 

(6) And we dp, hereby further direct, ordain, and Recorder’s sa- 
appoint, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the appointed, 
said recorder of Prince of Wales’ Island, to receive from the said 
United Company a salary equal to the yearly sum of three thousand 
pounds, money current in that part of our united kingdom called 
England, to be calculated at the exchange of five shillings of the said 
lawful money for every dollar current witliin the said factory. 

Bishop and Archdeacons* 

(7) The Court of Directors of the said Company, If a bishop and 
during such time as the said territorial acquisitions siiallf'bo 
shall remain in the possession of the said Company, established in 
shall, and they are hereby required to direct and cause hy his Ma- 
to be paid, certain established salaries to such bishop lers-patont, their 
and archdeacons respectively ; that is to say, from and salaries to be paid 
out of the revenues of the said presidency of Fort Company. 
William in Bengal to the said bishop, five thousand pounds by the 
year, at an exchange of two shillings for the Bengal current rupee ; 
and to the said archdeacon of the said presidency of Fort William 
two thousand pounds by the year, at the like exchange ; and from 

an 
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and out of the revenues of the presidency of Fort St. George, on the laws. 
coast of Coromandel, to tlie archdeacon of the said presidency of 
Fort St. George, two thousand pound.s by the year, at an exchange of 53 3 

eight shillings for the pagoda at Madras ; and from and out of the c. in.'i, 
revenues of the presidency and island of Bombay, on the coast of ^ 
Malabar, to tlie archdeacon of the said presidency and island of Bom- 
bay, two thousand pounds by the year, at an exchange of two shil 
lings and tlirec-pcncc for the Bombay rupee. 

SMinricstocom- (8) And be it further enacted, that the said salaric', § 50 . 
ollice'^ 1111(^^0"^ shall take place and commence from and after the time 
ccasL* wluMi fiiiic- at which sucli persons as shall be appointed to the said 
tioiis ccasL*. offices respcetiv(‘ly, shall take upon them the execution 
of their respective offices ; and that all such salaries shall be in lieu 
of all fees of office, perquisites, emoluments, and advanteges whatso- 
ever; and that no fees of office, penjuisites, emohmients, or .advan- 
tages whatsoever, shall he accepted, received, or te.ken, in any manner 
or on any account or pretence Avhat soever, other than the salaries 
aforesaid; and that such bishop and archdeacon respectively shall bo 
entitled to such salaries so long as they sliall respectively exercise the 
functions of their several offices in the Kast-Indies or parts aforesaid, 
and no longer. 

Civil Servants Salaries abroad, limitation as to Amount, 

( 9 ) And whereas a strict •adherence (o the j)rovisions contained in § i"- 
the said act made in tlie tliirty-lhird year of his present Majesty's 
reign, in respect to the filling-up uiul su])plying vacasicles in the civil 
service of the said Company has been found impracticable, without 
detriment to the public' service, or injury to the just claims and meri- 
torious exertions of indivi(lual.s : and whereas a modification of the 
said act has been in part adopted in the act of tlie forty-seventh of 
his present Majesty, relative to the scholars educated at Ilertf’ord Col- 
lege ; be it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing of this 
act, any office, place, or employment, the salary and perquisites 
whereof shall exceed the sum of fifteen hundred pounds, may be 
granted to and conferred upon the said servants who shall have been 
actual!}' resident in India, in the said Company's scjrvicc, for tlie space 
of four years at the lca.st in tlie wliolc, antecedent to such vacancy ; 
and if the salary, penpiisites, .and cnioluments of any office, place, or 
employment, shall exceed the sum of three thousand pounds per 
annum, such office may he conferred upon any of the said servants 
who shall have been actually resident in India seven years, at least, in 
the whole ; and if the sakiry, perquisites, and 'emoluments of any office, 
place, or employment, shall exceed four thou!^%d pounds per animri), 
such office, including that of the council, granted to or con- 

ferred upon any of the said servants who shall have been actually resi- 
dent in India, in the (Company’s sonu’ce, for the space of ten years, at 
the least, in the wdiole. 

A'v 
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612 


SALARIES. 


LAWS. 

1793. 
39 Geo. 3, 
c. r»2, 

55 ». 


§ 97. 


1825. 

6 Geo. 4 
c. 8.'?, 
§^* 


No Person to hold txoo Offices the Salaries qf tohich amount to more 
than the prescribed Sum, 

(10) And be it further enacted, that no person shall for the future 
be capable of taking, in the civil line of the Company’s service, two or 
more officers, places or employments, the joint amount of the salaries, 
perquisites and emoluments of which shall exceed in the whole the 
annual salary, perquisites and emoluments respectively hereinbefore 
in that behalf prescribed, any law or usage to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


Salaries to cease on Departure or Resignation. 

(11) And be it further enacted, that the departure 
from India of any governor-general, governor, mcmibcr 
of council, or commander-in-chief, with intent to re- Ac. wiiii intent 
turn to Europe, shall be deemed in law a resignation 
and avoidance of his office or employment, and that acemod’a rcsig- 
the arrival in any part of Europe of any sucli governor- nfiuon 
general, governor, member of council, or commander- at’ ilie 


in-chief, shall be a sufficient indication of such intent ; presideiuy no 

and that no act or declaration of any governor-general, ^ 

or governor, or member of council, during his con- noral, Ac. to be 

tinuance in the presidency whereof he was so go- yaiid, except de- 
, * *' ,, , ° hvered in wri- 

vernor-general, governor, or counsellor, except by some ting to tlie se- 

deed or instrument in writing, under hand and seal, cretary. — Regu- 
delivered to the secretary for the public department of 
the same presidency, in order to its being recorded, 
shall be deemed, or held as a resignation or surrender of his said 
office ; and that the salary and other allowances of any such governor- 
general, or other officers respectively, shall cease from the day of 
such his departure, resignation, or surrender ; and that if any such 
governor-general, or any other officer whatever in the service of the 
said Company, shall quit or leave the presidency or settlement to 
which he shall belong, other than in the known actual service of the 
said Company, the salary and allowances appertaining to his office 
shall not be paid or payable during his absence to any agent or other 
person for his use, and in the event of his not returning back to his 
station at such presidency or settlement, or of his coming to Europe, 
his salary and allowances shall be deemed to have ceased from the day 
of his quitting such presidency or settlement, any law or usage to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 


Payment of Salaru of Judges and Bishop to Executors and 
py Representatives. 

(12)^And be it further enacted, that in all cases from Provision in case 
* and since the said twenty-second day of January one h^l *die ^ 

thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, in which it has oitlicr during his 

already 
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voyaire or Mrithin already happened, or when and as often as it shall 
inonths"after bis hereafter happen, that any chief justice or puisne judge 
arrival, and from of any of the said Supreme Courts of Judicature at 
intense o7dS I'^***^ ^hliani in Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, or the 
after the expira- recorder of Princc of Wales* Island, or any bishop of 
tion of six months Calcutta, shall have departed or shall hereafter depart 
rival iii^Indiaf*^' this life, either during his voyage to India or within six 
calendar months next after the day when he shall have 
arrived in India for the purpose of taking upon him the office of such 
chief justice or puisne judge, recorder, or bishop, the Court of Direc- 
tors of the said United Company shall, and they are hereby required 
to pay, or direct and cause to be paid, out of tlic territorial revenues 
from wliicli the salary of such chief justice or puisne judge, recorder, 
or bishop so dying sliall be payable, to the legal personal representa- 
tives of such chief justice or puisne judge, recorder, or bishop so 
dying as aforesaid, such sum or sums of money as shall, together with 
the sum or sums paid to or drawn by such chief justice or puisne 
judge, recorder, or bishop, in respect of his salary, make up the full 
amount of one year’s salary of the office to which he shall have been 
appointed ; and that from and since the first day of January one tliou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-three, when and as often as it shall 
have happened, or shall hereafter happen, that any such chief justice 
or j)uisne judge, recorder, or bishop hath departed or shall depart this 
life while in possession of such ollice, and after the expiration of six 
calendar months f’rorn the time of his arrival in India for the purpose 
of taking upon him the office of chief justice, puisne judge, recorder, 
or bishop, then and in all and every of such cases the said Court of 
Directors shall, and they are hereby rec|uired to pay, or direct and 
cause to be paid, out of the territorial revenues from which the salary 
of such chief justice, puisne judge, recorder, or bishop so dying shall 
be payable, to the legal personal representatives of such chief jus- 
tice, or puisne judge, recorder, or bishop respectively so dying as 
aforesaid, over and above wliat may have been due to such chief jus- 
tice or puisne judge, recorder, or bishop respectively at the time of his 
death, a sum equal to the amount of six calendar months’ salary of 
the office of such chief justice or puisne judge, recorder, or bishop 
respectively- 

To Reprcsoiiaiives of Civil and Military Servants, 

Representative (13) And wlicreas by an act passed in the thirty- 
of officere dying reign of his late Majesty King George 

riestowhichsuch UL intituled, “An Act for continuing in the East- 
I«dia Company for a further Term the Possession 
“ of the British Territories in India, together with their 
“ exclusive Trade, under certain limitations : for establishing further 
“ llcgulafions for the Government of the said Territories, and the 
“ better Administration of Justice within the same; for appropriating 

:i R “ to 
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to certain uses the Revenues and Profits of the said Company, and 
“ for malvin*^ Provision for the good Order and Government of the 
“ Towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay,” it was enacted, that if 
any governor-general, or any other officer whatever in the service of 
the said Company should quit or leave the presidency or settlement to 
which he should belong, other than in the known actual service of the 
said ('ompany, the salary and allowances apj)ertaining to his office 
should not l)e paid or payable during his absence to any agent or 
other person for his use ; and in the event of his not returning back 
to his station at such presidency or settlement, or of his coming to 
Europe, his salary and allowances should he deemed to have ceased 
from the day of his quitting such presidency or settlement, any law 
or usage to the contrary notwithstanding : and whereas it hath hap- 
pened, that ollicers, as well civil as military, in the service of the said 
Company, who have quitted the presidencies or settlements to which 
they respectively belonged, in consequence of ill health, with the 
intention of returning to their stations at such presidencies or settle- 
ments, without proceeding to Euro})e, have died, during such tempo- 
rary absence, within the limits of the said Company’s charter, or at 
the Cape of Good Hoj)e; and whereas it is just and reasonable tliat 
the representatives of such officers should be entitled to the salaries 
and allowances of sucli officers from tlie time of quitting their sta- 
tions ; be it therefore enacted^ that it shall aiul may be lawful to and 
for the said Company to cause payment to be made to the represen- 


of officers in their service, civil or milituiy, nlio, hi 


quitted 


or left their stations, and not having proceeded or intended to pro- 
ceed to Europe, but intending to return to their stations, have died, 
or nuy hereafter hapi)eii to die, during their temporary absence, 
within the limits of tlie said (’ompany s charter, or at the Cape of 
(jood Hope, of su(!h salaries and allowances, or such portion of sala- 
ries or allowances, as the officers so dying would have been entitled 
to if th.ey had returned to their stations. 

(14) And \vlierea:-J certain payments have heretofore Former pay- 
been made under the circumstances aforesaid ; be it 
further enacted, that all such payments so made, shall be deemed and 
taken to have been legally made ; any thing in the said recited act of 
Parliament to the contrary notwithstanding: provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend to antliorize the said Company 
to make any such ]>ayment to the representatives of any such officer 
who shall have quitted or left his station prior to the 2d May 1821. 


No Nevi) Salarj/. or Increase o/\ above £200, to be good^ unless conjirmed 

bif the Board, 

(15) And wherea-,, for protecting the funds of the said Company 
c ^‘^J tlier term in the said exclusive trade from being bur- 

^ thened with any improper charges, it is expedient that the said Com- 
pany 
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pany sliould be put under reasonable limitations in respect to the LAWS, 
granting of pensions or increasing the salaries oi* their oHiccrs and ser- 
vants, or creating new establishments ; be it further enacted, that no 
grant or resolution of the said Company, or their Court of Directors, 
to be made after the passing of this act, and duiing the continuance 
of their right in the said exclusive trade, whereby the said funds may 
become chargeable with any new salary or increase of salary, or any 
new or additional establishment of oificers or servants, or any new 
pension, or increase of pension, to any one person, exceeding two 
hundred pounds per annuni, sliall be available in law, unless such 
grant or resolution shall be approved and continued by the Board of 
Commissioners for the Affairs oi‘ India, attested under the hand of the 
president of tlie said Board. 


BY-LAW. 

It is ordained, that no additional salary, exceeding in the whole r. c, i la. 
two hundred pounds per annuni, shall be annexed to any office, with- 
out the approbation of two General Courts to be summoned for that 
purpose. 


- R 4 
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The sales made at the East-India House of goods, the pro* 
diice of countries within the Company's exclusive limits, with 
the exception of the sale of tea, are governed by the Com- 
pany’s regulations framed by the Court of Directors as they 
deem best calculated to meet the demands of the public. 

Of some goods there are a fixed number of sales in each 
year made at stated periods, viz. 

Of raw silk, three sales ; of piece goods, indigo and drugs, 
four sales. Un<ler the description of drugs are comprized as- 
sortments of gums, camphor, cinnamon, cloves, nutmegs, 
macc, ginger, rattans, and woods of various sorts, &c. &c. 

There are other articles for the sale of which there is no 
fixed period ; such as cotton-wool, sugar, coflee, rice, &c., the 
declarations of salje being governed by the wishes and con- 
venience of the proprietors or consignees. Goods are per- 
mitted to be cleared from the Company’s warehouses on va- 
luation ; excepting some goods, on which, if cleared for home 
consumption, the duty is alone ascertained at the Company’s 
sales. 

With respect to Tea, the Legislature has provided that there 
shall be at least four sales in the year, and as near as con- 
veniently may be at equal distances of time, and the Company 
are required to put up at such sales such quantities of tea os 
shall be judged sufficient to supply the demand. It is to 
be put up at prime cost, with the charges of freight and 
importation, together with lawful Interest thereon from the 
arrival of such tea in Great Britain, and the common premium 
of insurance as a compensation for the sea risk incurred there- 
on. The Company arc required to keep a stock at least equal 
to one year’s consumption according to the last preceding year ; 

and 
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and it may be stated, without the fear of contradiction, that 
during the whole of the late extended war, and under a variety 
of most trying circumstances, the public were fully and un- 
interruptedly supplied. At each and every sale, the tea put 
up is to be sold without reserve to the highest bidder, provided 
an advance of one penny per pound is bid upon the upset 
prices. In the sale of some teas, the Company have reduced 
the advance to one farthing per pound. 

The Commissioners of his Majesty’s Customs are empowered 
to appoint officers to attend the public sales of tea, and to re- 
port the prices on oath. 

In order to prevent parties bidding for tea at the sales wlio 
are unable to purchase tJie same, it is ordained by the 7th 
section of the 1 8th Geo. 2, cap. 26, that a de])osit of £2 shall 
be made by the purchaser for every chest or bag of all sorts of 
tea, with the exception of bohea, on which, under the I3th 
Geo. Ill, cap. 44, a deposit of £l per chest or bag is to l>e 
made, which deposits, by the I61st section of the 33d Geo. Ill, 
cap. 52, arc to be ]iaid on all tea sold on the Monday and 
Tuesday in each week on the Saturday following, at or before 
three o’clock in the afternoon; and for all teas sold on the 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday in each week on 
tlie Tuesday following, at or before the same hour; the re- 
mainder of the purchase-money being made good at the time 
specified in the notice of sale. In default of payment of the 
deposit, such buyer is to forfeit six times the value of the sum 
to be deposited, and shall be rendered incapable of bidding 
for, or buying any teas at any of the Company’s future sales, 
and the teas on which such deposits shall not be made arc to 
be resold within fourteen days after the end of the sale at 
which such teas were sold.* 

The buyers of the teas pay all the duties which have been 
or may be imposed by any act or acts of Parliament; such 
duties being computed upon the gross prices at which the 
tea is sold, and are to be paid to the Company at the 
time appointed for payment of the tea ; except in the case 
of teas intended to be exported to Ireland, as provided by 
the 4«lst Geo. Ill, cap. 75, and except also in the case of 

teas 


* J.S Geo. 


cap, L’fJ. 
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teas intended to be exported to the British Plantations or Set- 
tlements in America, and of a limited quantity to Uie Islands 
of Jersey and Cluernsey, to Gibraltar, or the continent of 
Europe, or to Africa, as provided by the 54th Geo. Ill, cap. 
142 ; also to Malta and Sicily. 

Limited quantities of tea arc allowed to be exported, free 
of duty, to Guernsey, Jersey, and to Gibraltar and other places 
on the continent of Europe, anil to Malta, Sicily, and like- 
wise to Africa. 

The buyers are required to pay wareliousc rent for all teas 
which shall remain in the warehouses fiix vumths after the 
prompt day, at the following rates per week, until tlic same shall 
be taken away, viz. for every small chest, box, or bag, one 
halfpenny ; for every half chest, one penny, and for every 
large chest, two-pence. 

The Company make no allowance on account of any da- 
mage, rubbish, false package, or unequal goodness found, or 
pretended to be found, in any package ol’ tea, after it is taken 
out of the warehouses, as the Cojiipany arc willing the same 
shall be examined before it is taken away. 

Copies of the terms, conditions, and agreements declared 
and contained in the general preamble of the sales, are always 
affixed in the sale rooms. 

I’he duties and regulations respecting tea prior to the year 
1819, were under the management of the customs. By the 59th 
Geo. Ill, c. 53, see. l(i, the whole was transferred to the Ex- 
cise. On all teas imported or brought into Great Britain, an 
excise duty of .£9G per cejit. on tea sold at or under 2s. per 
pound; sind .£100 per cent, on all teas sold at or above 2.v. 
per pound ; tlie same being computed upon the gross prices at 
which the tea is sold. 

By the llth Geo. I, c. 30, sec. 8, no tea was to be imported 
into Great Britain from any place, other than that of its 
growth, although the same may have been formerly exported 
from hence. 

It is not lawful for any person, with the exception of the 
East-India Company, or such us shall obtain their special 
leave and license in writing, or a special leave and liceiivSe in 
writing under their authority for that purpose, to ship, carry, 

or 
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or put on board any ship in the East-Indies or other parts 
within their exclusive limits, or to import into the United 
Kinjrdoin from any^ place whatever, any tea.* 

Ill lS2li, an act was passed to authorize the Company, or any 
])ersons licensed by them, to trade direct from China to the 
Ilritish colonies and phinlatioiis in America, and to export tea 
to those colonies; and b}" the act of July 18:25, ix\i!^ulating the 
iratle of the British ])ossessu)ns abroad, any of his Majesty’s 
subjects, with the license in writing granted by or under the 
authority of the Company, to lade in and export any goods 
from China, and to lade in and export from any jihice within 
the limits of the Com])aiiy’s charter, any tea, for tlie purpose 
of being carried to some of his Majesty’s ]3osscssions in Ame- 
rica. — ( J idc Trade. )f 

^ Tea ap])ear.s to have been occasionally imported Irom the Con- 
tinent ])rior to the year 1G60, ashy the act of the 12th Charles II 
a duty ol' eight-pence was charged on every of tea made for 

sale. Tluit the importation was in very small quantities may 
be inferred Iroin the fact, that the Coin]>aiiy, being desirous of 
procuring some rarities for presents to the King, made a pur- 
chase of two pounds and two ounces of tea, all that could be 
obtained, at a cost of forty sliillings per pound ; and again, in 
IGGG, twviily-tv.'o pounds at lii’ty sliillings the pound. 

The increase of smuggling, more particularly in the article 
of tea, led to the commutation act of 1781, by which the duty 
on tea w^‘ls rculuceil to twelve and a half per cent., ami a tax 
laid on windows in lieu of the former high duty: the con- 
sumption of tea rapidly increased. In 171)5, the duty was 
raised to twenty per cent., ami it is now ninety-six and one 
hundred per cent. Tlie annual sale of tea, including what 
is exporleil to the continent of Europe, amounts nearly to 
^OjOOOjOOO of ])oiiiids’ weight. 

It lias been justly observed, that through the combined ope- 
ration of large capital possessed by the Company, their unli- 
mited credit, their extensive dealings, and the entire confidence 
reposed in them by the merchants of China, they have the 
inspection and first choice of all tlic teas annually imported 

into 

* 5:5 Geo, :5, cap. 155, sec. S, and 4 Geo. 4, cap. SO, see. a. 

-f* a Geo. J, cap. ll'l, see. 71. 
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into Canton. Tlie CompanyV trade comprizes three-fourths 
of what is carried on in tea ; their object has been to obtain it 
of the best quality, and at the lowest rate, in order that the 
consumer in Great Britain may be supplied on the most fair 
and equitable terms. Notwithstanding the great increase of 
duty, yielding a revenue to the state of three millions and a 
half sterling per annum, without any charge for collection, 
smuggling in tea has been most materially suppressed. The 
very knowledge of the care with which the Conipany^s teas 
are selected and brought to this country operates as a check, 
by leading to a more ready discovery of the spurious or less 
valuable article. 

In 1784 it was computed, that of the eleven millions of 
pounds then consumed, eight millions were smuggled. On 
reference to a return* of the denomination and quantity of 
seizures made by the jjrcveiitive service in the years 1821, 
1822, and 1823, it will appear that the whole quantity of tea 
smuggled within those years was only 19,804 lbs. weight, 
whilst in tobacco there was nearly a million of pounds’ weight; 
in brandy, 135,000 gallons; and geneva, 227,443 gallons. 
Tlie privilege extended to the Company carries with it the 
performance of most important duties; and when the period 
shall arrive at which the ex]>ediency of continuing tlie present 
system may be discussed, it will be shewn that the privilege 
conferred upon them by Parliament lias not been simply for 
their ow^n benefit or advantage. 


LAWS. 


Trade in Tea vested in the Company. 


LAWS. 

1823. 

4 Gvo. 4, 
c. KU, 
§9. 


(1) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that Actnottoper- 
nothing herein contained shall authorize any of his iu toa. 

Majesty’s subjects, other than the said Company, or 
persons properly licensed by them, to carry on trade or traffic with 
the dominions of the Emperor of China, or to export or import 
from or to any ports or places within or without the limits of the 
said Company’s charter, any tea, or in any manner to trade or traffic 
in tea. 

Directions 


I’uHiumcnlary lleturiii No. 12, 7lli February 1S2J. 
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Directions as to SaleSf and Company to keep a proper Sitock in 

Warehonses* 

Directions for (2) And whereas it is just and reasonable that the 
relativ^" to*thcir United Company should, in consideration of the 
sales of tea.— great benefit which may result to their commerce from 
Restriction at all tile reduction of duties hereby made, contribute their 
Company*^^tir Dtinost cndeavours for securing to the public the full 
keep a proper benefit which will arise from an immediate and perma- 

stock ot tea in rcductioii of prices ; be it further enacted by the 

thc*ir warehouses, , . _ -i , , . i i -r'l 

tSec. authority aforesaid, that the said United Company 

shall, as soon as may be after the passing of this act, 
put up and expose to public sale, at the least, five millions of pounds 
weight of tea ; and shall in like manner, at some other time before 
the thirty-first day of Dcccmher, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighly-four, make another sale, at which they shall, in the like man- 
ner, put up, at the least, two millions five hundred thousand pounds' 
weight of tea; and shall thenceforward continue to make, at the 
least, four sales in every year, and, as near as conveniently may be, 
at equal distances of time, and shall put up at such sales such quan- 
tities of tea as shall be judged suflicieiit to supply the demand; and 
that at each and every such sale, the tea so put up shall be sold 
without reserve to the highest bidder, provided an advance of one 
penny per pound shall he bid upon the prices at which the same shall 
be put up : and that it shall not be, at any time hereafter, lawful for 
the said United Company to put up their tea for sale at any prices 
which shall, upon the whole of the teas so put up at any one sale, 
exceed the prime cost thereof, with the freight and charges of impor- 
tation, together with lawful interest from the time of the arrival of such 
tea ill Grcat-Hritain, and the common premium of insurance, as a com- 
pensation for tlie sea-risk incurred tliercon ; and that the said United 
Company shall from time to time send orders for the purchase of such 
quantities of tea, and provide sufficient ships to import the same, 
as, being added to the stock in their warehouses, and to the quan- 
tities orderc d and not arrived, shall amount to a sufficient supply for 
the keeping a stock at least equal to one year's consumption, accord- 
ing to the sales of the last preceding year, always before-hand ; and 
that the said United Company shall, from time to time, lay before 
the Lord High Treasurer, or the Commissioners of the Treasury for 
the time being, copies of the accounts and estimates upon which 
such orders for importation, or prices for sales, or quantities put up 
to sale, shall be grounded, whenever such orders shall be sent out, 
or such sales made, or as often as they shall be called upon for the 
same, by the said Lord High Treasurer, or any three or more of the 
said Commissioners of the Treasury for the time being. 

Deposits. 

fiivthcr pro. (3) And whcivas many persons do frequently, at 
\isioii, UGco. j, Yiy the said United Company, bid for, 

and 


LAWS. 

1784. 

24 Geo. 3, 
c. 3H, 

§ 5 . 


1745. 

18 Geo. 2, 
c. 2G, § 7. 
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1745. 

18 Geo. .3, 
c. 2iu 

5 7. 


and are declared best bidders for largo quantities of e. 44, Sec. a for 
tea, without intending or being able to pay for die depmu'toyi' per 
same, unless such teas should, after such sales, rise bid- 
in price, by means whereof the prices of tea are Ire- cver^tub 

quently raised, and the running of tea will be still en- chest of tea 
couraged ; ibr remedy whereof, be it enacted by the »» ^bree days, or 
authority aforesaid, that every person who shall at any value* oT die 
public sale of tea made by the said United Company, said dejiosit, and 
be declared to be the best bidder or bidders for any ^ ™*‘'« 

lot or lots ot tea, shall, within three days* after being to he jiut up 
so declared the best bidder or bidders Ibr the same, bi 

deposit with the said United Company, or such clerk ami 
or officer as the said Company shall appoint to receive aforesaid incapa- 
the same, forty shillings for every tub and for every 
chest of tea ; and in case any such person or persons of teas, 
shall refuse or neglect to make such deposit witliin the time before- 
limited, he, she, or they shall forlbit and lose six times the value of 
such deposit directed to be made as aforesaid, to be recovered by 
action of debt, bill, plaint, or iiiibrmation, in any of his Majesty’s 
Courts of Record at Westminster; wherein no cssoign, protection, or 
w'iigcr of law, or more than one imparlance, shall be allowed ; one 
moiety of W'hich forfeiture shall go to his Majesty, his heirs and suc- 
cessors, and the other moiety to sucli person as shall sue or prosecute 
for the same: and the sale of all teas, Ibr which such deposit shall 
be neglected to be made as aforesaid, is hereby declared to be null 
and void ; and all such teas shall be again put up by the said United 
Company to public sale, within Ibiirteen days after the end ()l‘ tlie 
sale of teas at whicli such teas were sold ; ;ind ail and every buyer 
or buyers, who shall have neglected to make such deposit as aibre- 
said, shall he, and is, and are hcreliy rendered inea])ahlc of bidding 
for, or bujdng any teas at any liiturc public sale of the said United 
Company. 


Dcjjosils on Bolica Tea CJicfit. 


177.3. 

1,3 Geo. .3, 
c. 44, 
§1^. 


(4) And whereas it is found to be expedient and livery pirKon, 
necessary to increase the deposit to be made by any 
bidder or bidders for any lot or lots of bohea teas at be declared the 
the public sales of teas to be made by the said United bidder at 

Company; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, shall depodt with 
that every person who shall, after tlie tenth day of Comjj.'iny i,*4 
May, one thousand seven hundrad and seventy-three, ( ^ 04 ^ of bohea^ 
at any public sale of tea to be made by the s.nid tea. 

United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East- 
Indies, be declared to bo the best bidder or bidders for any lot 
or lots of bohea tea, shall, within three days alter being so declared 

the 


* Day«i -dated by and Geo, n. 


eap.'.CL', infrn^ 
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the best bidder or bidders for the same, deposit with the said United 
Company, or such clerk or officer as the said United Company shall 
appoint to receive the same, four pounds of lawful money of Great 
Dritain for every tub and for every chest of bohea tea, under the 
same terms and conditions, and subject to the same forfeitures, pe- 
nalties, and regulations, as are mentioned and contained in the said 
recited act of the eighteenth year of the reign of his said late 
Majesty. 

Drpodls xvlien to be made. 

Deposits for (5) And whereas, by an act made in the eighteenth 
lulietJmtJicr!-- y^arof tlic reign of I»is late Majesty, King Oeorge II, 
ill specified, in- intituled “ An Act for repealing the present Inland 
four iShillings per Pound Weight upon «all 
recited acts, “ ill Great Britain, and for granting to his 

“ Majesty certain other Inland Duties in Lieu thcre- 
of, and for better securing the Duty upon 'fea, and other Duties 
“ of Excise, and for pursuing Offenders out of one ("oiiiity into 
‘‘ another and by an act made in the thirtcentli year of tlie reign 
of his present Majesty, intituled An Act to allow a Drawback of* 
“ the Duties of Customs on the Exportation of Tea to any of his 
“ Majesty’s Colonies or Plantations in America; to increase the T)e- 
“ posit on Bohea Tea to be sold at (he East-India Company’s Sales, 
“ and to empower the Commissioners of the Treasury to grant Li- 
censes to the East-1 ndia Compaii)^ to export Tea Duty-free;” every 
person who should, at any public sale of tea made by the said United 
Company, be declared to be the best bidder for any lot or lots of 
tea, is required, within three days after being so declared the host 
bidder or bidders for the siime, to make such deposits with the said 
United Company, for every tub and for every chest of tea, as in th(i 
said respective acts are mentioned, under and subject to such regu- 
lations, forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities, as in tlie sdme act are 
mentioned : and whereas it is expedient to vary the time of paying 
the said deposits ; be it further enacted, that, from and after the 
commencement of this act, the provision made In the said recited acts, 
with respect to the time of paying the said deposits, sliall cease ; 
and that in respect of all tea sold at the said Company’s sales, at any 
time from and after the commencement of this act, the said deposits 
shall be paid at sucli times as hereinafter arc mentioned ; (that is to 
say), on all tea of which any person shall be declared the best bidder 
on the Monday and Tuesday of each week in which any sale of tea 
shall be made, the said deposits shall be paid at or before three of 
the clock in the afternoon of the Saturday then next following ; and 
on all tea of \vhich any person shall be declared the best bidder on 
the Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of each week in 
which any sale of tea shall be made, the said deposits shall be paid on 
or before three of the clock in the afternoon of the Tuesday then 
next following, under the same terms and conditions, and subject to 

the 


LAW& 


1773. 

13 Geo. 3, 
f. 44, 

§ 2. 


33 CJcn. 3, 
c. 5 ' 2 , 

i\ i(;i. 



624 


SALES, INCLUDING TEA. 


LAWS, the 6ame regulations, forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities, as arc 
— " mentioned and contained in the said act of the eighteenth year of the 

reign of his said late Majesty. 


1745. 

IS Geo. 2, 
c. 2(1, 
§«. 


Cheers ()f Revenue to attend Sales. 

(6) And for the preventing any disputes that may 
arise touching the price at which teas shall be sold at 
the public sales of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the East-Indies, be it further 
enacted by tlic authority aforesaid, that the Commis- 
sioners who are or shall be appointed for the Manage- 
ment of the said Inland Duties, or the major part of them 
for the time being, shall have power to constitute, under 
their hands and seals, such and so many oilicers as they 
shall find needful for attending the said public sales, 
and take an account of the names of the several buyers, 
and price at which each and every lot of tea shall be 
sold, and shall thereof make returns or reports, in 
writing, upon oath, to the said commissioners ; and from 
such reports or returns the charge of the said duty of twenty-five 
pounds per centum, upon the gross price of tea imj)oscdby this act shall 
be settled and ascertained; and for the preventing mistakes, and 
better regulating such charge, it shall and may be lawful for such 
officer or officers, at any time or times, upon request made to the 
Court of Directors of the said Company, to inspect all and every 
such book or books as shall be appointed and kept for taking an 
account in behalf of the said Company, of the particular price and 
prices that tea shall, from time to time, be sold for at their several 
public sales; which book or books the said Court of Directors is here- 
by required, from time to time, to produce to such officer or officers 
so demanding the same. 


Means to prc. 
vent disputes 
touching tho 
price at which 
teas .ire sold.— 
Ofncersap])oint- 
c<l by the Com- 
missioners to at- 
tend the public 
sales of tea, and 
report the price 
on oath, who 
may also inspect 
the Company’s 
books, which the 
Court of Direc. 
tors is to pro-*- 
diicc. 


BY-LAWS. 

c. I, § 3. Item, it is ordained, that an account shall annually Accounts of the 
be laid before a General Court of Proprietors, shewing "alcs)”^diiUcs on 
the net proceeds of the Company’s sales of goods private.trade, 
during the year last past, ending the 80th April; the «nd application 
duties and allowances arising to the Company by to be laid before 
private-trade, and all other net profits of the Company the general court 
in Great Britain, and the application and disposition 
thereof, agreeably to the act of 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 155. 

c. 6, $ 4. Item, it is ordained, that no director shall give his No director to 
vote for any lot of goods bought at the Company’s sale, 
or for making any allowance for any goods so bought, in he is con- 
wherein he shall be directly or indirectly concerned. cerned. 
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SERVANTS, 

CIVIL AND MILITARY, IN INDIA, 


Under tliis head may be comprized not only the whole civil, 
military, and marine establishments in the service of the East- 
India Compan^’^, but also those ollicers holding a])pointments the 
nomination to w'hich proceeds direct from the SovERErr.N, riz, 
the Judges of the Supreme Courts of Judicature at Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay ; the Recordta* of l^rince of Wales' 
Island, Singapore, and Malacca; the Bishop of Calcutta; and 
the officers of his Majesty's army who are, from time to time, 
placed on the staff at each presidency. 

Of the appointments vested in the East-Tndia Company, 
those of governor-general, governors, and coinminulcrs-iii- 
chief, are subject to approval by the Sovereign. 

The nomination of members of council, writers, cadets, 
assistant-surgeons, chaplains, and volunteers for the Bombay 
marine, rest entirely with the Court of Directors. t 

The civil and military servants of the Company proceed to 
India in the first instance as writers or cadets. It is an ho- 
nourable testimony to the character of both those branches of 
the Company's service, that members of them have risen to the 
highest posts in the Indian Governments, including that of 
governor-general. At the present moment the distinguished 
station of Governor of Madras is filled by a military servant,’* 
and that of Governor of Bombay by a civil servant of the 
Company.-]' 

'rhe importance and magnitude of the duties which the 
servants of the East-India Company are called upon to dis- 
charge 

* Major-General Sir Thomas iM nil m, K. C. U. 
f 'File IToiiotiralilc Mouiitstiiart Kliiliinsfoue. 
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charge are forcibly described in the minute recorded by tlie 
Marquis Wellesley, on the occasion of that distinguished no- 
bleman proposing the establishment of the college at Fort 
William, in the month of August 1800 . Hi* Loixlship ob- 
served that “ the British possessions in India constitute one of 
the most extensive and populous empires in the world. To 
dispense justice to millions of people, of various languages, 
manners, usages, and religions; to administer a vast and com- 
plicated system of revenue, throughout districts equal in extent 
to some of the most considerable kingdoms in Europe; to 
maintain civil order in one of the most populous and litigious 
regions of the world, arc the duties of tlic larger proportion 
of the Company’s servants. 

The pleadings in tlic several courts, and all important 
judicial transactions, are conducted in the native languages. 
The law which the Company’s judges are bound to administer 
is not the law of England, but that law to which the natives 
had long been accustomed under tlieir former sovereigns, tem- 
pered and mitigated by the voluminous Regulations of the 
governor-general or governors in council, as well as by the 
general spirit of the British constitution. In addition to the 
ordinary judicial and executive functions of the judges, 
magistrates, and collectors, the judges, magistrates, and col- 
lectors occasionally act in the capacity of governors of their 
respective districts, employing the military, and exercising 
otlier extensive powers ; they are likewise required from time 
to time to propose to the government sucli amendments 
of the existing laws, or such new laws, as may appear to 
them to be necessary to the welfare and good government of 
their respective districts. In this view, the servants employed 
in the departments of judicature and revenue, constitute a 
species of subordinate legislative council to the government, 
and also a channel by which the government ought to be 
enabled at all times to ascertain the wants and wishes of the 
people. These remarks are equally applicable to those branches 
of the public service which may be described under the general 
terms of tlic political and financial departments. The stability 
of our Indian empire, whose magnitude is the accumulated 
result of former enterprize, activity, and I’esolution, must be 

secured 
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secured by the durable principles of internal order; by a purcj 
upright, and uniform administration of justice; by a prudent 
and temperate sj^stem of revenue ; by the encouragement and 
protection of industry, agriculture, manufactures, and com- 
merce ; by a careful and judicious management of every 
branch of financial resource, and by tlie maintenance of a just, 
firm, and moderate policy towards tlie native powers of India.” 

The laws which relate to the servants of the Company gene- 
rally are given at lengtli; the number of appointments is 
governed by the returns received from the several governments 
aI)road. 

The civil servants of the Company j>roceed in tiie first 
instance as WaiTiuts to the several jjrcsidencies to which they 
arc nominated, liy the act of 1813, it is declared, that no per- 
son is to be a})poiiitcd a writer who shall not have passed four 
terms at the I-asl-liulia College; the college, however, being 
fcjund unequal to supply the deinancl of the service in India, 
an act has been passed, at tlie instance of llic Court of Direc- 
tors, which provides for the appointment by the Directors of 
any person as a writer to JlcngaJ, Madras, or Bombay, who 
shall produce such testimonials of his character and conduct, 
and shall ])ass sucli an examination as shall be required by 
regulations to be established: tlie same regulations being sub- 
ject to approval and alteration by the Board of Cominis- 
sioners for the Allairs of India. 

By the act of 1793, no person is capable of being appointed 
a writer for India who shall be under fifteen years of age or 
above twenty-two years. The regulations of the college pre- 
scribe sixteen as the miiiimuin of age for admission to that 
institution. The rank of writers is determined by the certi- 
ficate of the College Council, wliich is to be granted with re- 
ference to the industry, proficiency, and general good beha- 
viour of the students. Other regulations will necessarily arise 
as to the mode of ranking >vriters, in consequence of the act 
permitting the nomination of parties without previously pass- 
ing through the East-India College. 

The salaries and allowances of the civil servants commence 
on their arrival in India. Four years* residence is requisite to 
enable them to hold places of more than £1,500 per annum ; 

2 s 2 seven 
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seven years, of more than £3,000; and ten, of more than 
£4.000, including council. 

By the act of 1793,* the salary and allowances arc not to be 
paid during the absence of any civil servant, to any agent or 
other person for his use; and in the event of liis not returning 
back to his station, or of his corning to Europe, his salary and 
allowances shall be deemed to have ceased from tlic day of his 
quitting such presidency or settlement. In the act which 
lias already been adverted to, permitting the appointment of 
parties as writers without going to the college, a clause is 
introduced to admit of the salaries of servants, who shall <lie 
whilst absent on leave from the presidency to which they 
belong, being paid to their rep resen tatives.f llegulations 
have been passed granting absentee allowance to civil servants 
when in Europe, for which vide Appendix. 

The military officers in the Company’s service proceed to 
India as Cadets, those for the artillery or engineers having 
been previously educated at the Company’s Military Seminary 
at Addiscombe. No person can proceed to India as a cadet 
whose age is under fifteen or above tw^enty-two, unless he 
shall have been, for the space of one year at least, a com- 
missioned officer in his Majesty’s service, or in the Militia 
or Fencible men when embodied and called into actual ser- 
vice, or from the company of Cadets in the Royal Regi- 
ment of Artillery, aiul whose age shall not exceed twenty- 
five years. 

On proceeding to India, cadets are ranked according to the 
seniority of the Director conferring the nomination, from the 
date of the sailing of the several ships from Gravesend by 
Lloyd’s list, and those wlio embark at an outport, from the date 
of the ship sailing from such outport. On reaching India, they 
are posted to regiments as vacancies occur. After ten years’ 
service in India, military officers are entitled to a furlough for 
a period of three years, which period is reckoned from the 
date of their quitting the presidency to which they belong to 
the time of their return thereto . — Vide Appendix. 


* 33 Gw. 3, cap. .52, see. 37. 
t Vide Salaries, p. (>13. 
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Assistant-Surgeons arc not to be uiuler twenty-two years 
of age. Previous to their appointineiit they pass an exainiiia- 
tion by 13 r. Chambers, the Company ^s examining physician. 

Chaplains are required to be in priest’s orders, and to 
produce their letters of ordination; also letters testimonial 
from three beneficed clergymen as to character, &c. 

13y the act of 1793, no person who has held any civil or 
military station whatever in India in the Company's service, 
under the degree of a member of council or coniinander-in- 
cliief, who shall not return to India within the space of five 
years from the date of his quitting it, is entitled to any rank 
or restoration of office ; unless, in the case of a civil servant, 
it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Court of Directors 
that such absence has been occasioned by sickness or infirmity, 
or unless such jiersoii be permitted to return by a vote or reso- 
lution, passed hy way of ballot by three parts in four of tlic 
proprietors assembled in General Court specially convened 
for that purpose; or unless, in the case of any military officer, 
it shall be proved to the satisfaction ol’ the Court of Directors 
and Hoard of Commissioners for the Allairs of India, that such 
absence was occasioned by sickness or infirmity, or some inevi- 
table accident. 

It may here be observed, that instances have occurred iu 
which civil and military servants, when on leave in Europe, 
have I’cstcd under the belief, tliat if they reach India within the 
above-meiitu>ned period of five years, they fulfil all that is 
required of them: whereas iu the ease of a civil servant, by 
the new regulations his period of leave, with the advantage of 
the absentee allowance, is limited to three years from their 
quitting to their again reaching India, and that of an officer 
on furlough to the same period. The leave of the Court of 
Directors is requisite for a servant prolonging his absence 
from India beyond two years and a half. 

Civil servants having been absent from India five years, 
if permitted to return under the provisions of the act of 
1793, arc, by the act of 1813, to take rank and precedence 
only according to the time they shall have passed in the 
service of the Company at the perioil of their departure from 

2 s 3 India, 
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India^ and next below those who on their return shall be at 
the settlement to which they shall belong, and have passed 
a like length of time in the service. 

By the 69th section of the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. .52, the Com- 
pany cannot restore any servant who has been removed or 
dismissed by the sentence of any competent court. An act 
was accordingly introduced in 1811, enabling the Company 
to restore military officers removed by sentence of courts- 
martial, such restoration to be subject to the approbation 
of the Board of Commissioners. In 1813, the restoration of 
servants, civil and military, suspended or removed by the 
governments abroad, is declared not valid without the con- 
sent of the Board. 


LAWS. 

Appohitments, 7imiher to he govermd hi/ Returns from India: 

(1) Ami be it further enacted, that it shall not he Directors not 
lawful for the Court of Directors of the said C!oinpany p^.^sons 

to appoint or send out to India a greater number of cessary to supply 
persons, in the capacity of cadets or writers, or in any 

* , . 1 Ml 1 - 1 1. . of the cstablish- 

otner capacity, than will be necessary, in addition to nunt. 
those already in India, to supply tlie proper coinj)lc- 
ment of oificers and servants contained in tlie said lists of their esta- 
blishments, according to such returns of vacancies as the respective 
governments in India shall transmit from thence to the said Court of 
Directors. 

Breaches of Trust to be punished hij Fine and ImprisonmeHU 

(2) And be it further enacted by the authority afore- Servnnts of the 

said, that from and aher the said first day of August, P**®*®’ 

one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, if any es of trust, on 
of his Majesty’s subjects in India, employed by, or in co»riction to be 
the actual service of the said United Company, shall sotumiTi tho 'lus- 
be charged with and prosecuted for any breach of cretion of the 
public trust, or for embezzlement of public money or 

stores, or for defrauding the said United Company, every such 
offender being convicted thereof in the said Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, or in any court of judicature in any other presidency or 
settlement in India, may be fined and imprisoned, and adjudged to be 
for ever after incapable of serving the said United Company, at the 
discretion of the court before which he shall be tri^ ; and imme- 
diately 
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diately after the sentence of such court sliall have been executed and 
inflicted, shall and may be sent over to England, by such order and 
in such manner as is hereinbefore mentioned and directed, unless he 
shall remove himseif within twelve months, and in the mean time give 
sufficient security so to do. 

Collector of Revenue to infee an Oath. 

Kritish-born (3) And, for preventing the abuses which have for-' 
ed mcrly prevaih'd in the collection and receipt of the 
rents &c. to take revenues of tile said territorif'S and acejuisitions in 
an oath. India, be it further enacted, that ever}' person (being a 

British-born subject) who is or shall be appointed or authorized to 
collect, manage, control or receive the rents, duties, or revenues of 
and belonging, and due and payable to the said Company in India, 
shall before he enters upon the collection and receipt thereof take 
and subscribe the follow ing oatJi, which oath the chief justice, or one 
of the juiisne judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Bengal, 
or the mayor or other nuigistrate in any of the other presidencies or 
settlements, or suc h other person as shall be deputed or authorized 
by any order in council of any ol‘ the said presidencies in that behalf, 
shall and is hereby authorized and commanded to administer; and 
such oath so administered shall be recorded in the Supreme Court at 
Calcutta, or in one of the said provincial or mayor’s courts ; (that is 
to say) : 

The oath. I, A. B., do promise and swear, that I will, to the 

“ utmost of my endeavours, well and faithfully execute and discharge 
“ the duties of an officer of revenue, reposed in and committed to me by 
“ the United Company of jMercliants of England trading to theEast- 
“ Indies ; and that 1 will not demand, take or accept, directly or indi- 
“ rcctly, by my sell’ or by any otlicr person, for my use or on my 
“ behalf, of or from any rajah, zemindar, talookdar, polygar, farmer, 
“ renter or ryot, or from any person paying or liable to pay any 
« tribute, rent or tax, to or for the use of the said United Company, 
« any sum of money or other valuable thing, by way of gift, present, 
« or otherwise, over and above or besides and except the actual tri- 
butc, rent or tax authorized to be taken by and for the use of the 
“ said United Company ; and that I will justly and truly account for, 
« answ^er and pay all the rents, duties, and other revenues and sums 
“ of money which shall come to my liands, or to the hands of any 
“ person or persons in trust for or employed by me as an officer of 
“ the revenues of the said Company, unto the said United Company, 

“ So help me God." 

Gijlsy Donations^ and Presents prohibited. 

No person hold- (4) And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 

litary*officr^ AugllSt, OnC 

der the crowii, thousand scvcii hundred and seventy-four, no person 

2 s 4 holding 


LAWS. 
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1793. 
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1773. 

13 Geo. .3, 
c. 63, § e4. 
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13 Geo. 3, 
c. 63, 

§ 24. 


17«4. 

24 Geo. 3, 


3:5 Geo. ;5, 

e. r>2, 

§ (i'J. 


..G3'2 

holding or exercising any civil or military office under &c. shall accept 
the crown, or the said United Company, in the East- 
Indies, shall accept, receive or take, directly or indi- pealed in part by 
rectly, by himself, or any other person or persons on 
Lis behalf, or for his use or benefit, of and from ’ 
any of the Indian princes or powers, or their ministers or agents 
(or any of the natives of Asia), any present, gift, donation, gratuity 
or reward, pecuniary or otherwise, upon any account or on any 
pretence whatsoever, or any promise gr engagement for any present, 
gift, donation, gratuity or reward ; and if any person holding or exer- 
cising any such civil or militar^;^ office shall be guilty of any such 
offence, and shall be thereof legally convicted in such Supreme Court 
at Calcutta, or in the mayor's court in any other of the said United 
Company’s settlements where such offence shall have been commit- 
ted, every such person so convicted shall forfeit double the value of 
such present, gift, donation, gratuity or reward so taken and received, 
one moiety of which forfeiture shall be to the said United Company, 
and the other moiety to him or them who shall inform or prosecute 
for the same ; and also shall and may be sent to England, by the 
order of the governor and council of the presidency or settlement 
where the offender shall be convicted, unless such person so convicted 
shall give sufficient security to remove him or themselves within 
twelve months after such conviction. 

(5) And be it further enacted, that so much of the Tart of act 13 
aforesaid act of the thirteenth year of the King’s 
Majesty’s reign as subjects any person receiving or 
accepting gifts or presents to any jienalty or forfeiture for so doing, or 
as directs that such gifts, presents, penalties or forfeitures shall 
belong to the said Company, shall be repealed from and after the first 
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-five : provided 
that no prosecutions or other suits already commenced, or to he com- 
menced before the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-five, upon the said act, shall be effected by such repeal. 

(G) And be it further enacted, that the demanding Receiving gifts 
or receiving any sum of money or other valuable m\^^ieineanorf * 
thing as a gift or present^ or under colour thereof, 
whether it be for the use of the party receiving the same, or for or 
pretended to be for the use of the said Company, or of any other 
person whatsoever, by any British subject holding or exercising any 
office or employment under bis Majesty or the said United Company 
in the East-Indies, shall be deemed and taken to be extortion and a 
misdemeanor at law, and shall be proceeded against and punished as 
such under and by virtue of this act, and the offender shall also for- 
feit to the King’s Majesty, his heirs and successors, the whole gift or 
present so received, or the full value thereof. 

(7) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
the court or jurisdiction before whom any such offence 

shall 
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rwfonrd, and sliall be tried sliall have full power and authority to 
direct the said present or gift, or any part thereof, to be 
tor. restored to the party who gave the same, or to order 

the whole, or any part thereof, or of any fine which the court shall 
set on the offender, to be paid or given to the prosecutor or informer, 
as such court in its discretion shall think fit. 

Counsellors at (8) Provided always, and be it enacted, that nothing 
take ites in'tiicir Contained sliall extend, or be construed to ex- 

professions. tend, to prohibit or prevent any person exercising the 
profession of counsellor at law, physician or surgeon, or any chaplain, 
from accepting, taking or receiving fees, gratuities or rewards (bona 
Jide) in the way of his profession only. 

Neglect Orders a Misdemeanor. 

Neglect to ex- ^9) And bc it further enacted, that the wilful dis- 
^"ihc Wrretora. o^J^ying, or the wilfully omitting, forbearing or neglect- 
&c.iobe<leeme(l iiig to exccute the orders or instructions of the Court 
a mi.sclenieanor. Directors of the said Company, by any governor- 
general, governor, president, counsellor or commandcr-in- chief, or 
by any other of the officers or servants of the said United Company 
in the East-indies (unless in cases of necessity,^^ the burthen of the 
proof of which necessity shall lie on the party so disobeying, or omit- 
ting or forbearing to execute sucli orders and instructions as afore- 
said), and every wilful breach of the trust and duty of any office or 
employment, by any such governor-general, governor, president, 
counsellor or coramandcr-in-chief, or by any of the officers or servants 
of the said United Company in the East-Indics, sliall be deemed and 
taken to be a misdemeanor at law, and shall or may be proceeded 
against and punished as such by virtue of this act. 

Office obtained by corrupt Mentis a Misdemeanor. 

As also any cor- (10) And be it further enacted, that the making or 
gwhig up m- oi'- a pai'ty any corrupt bargain 

taining any cm- or contract, for the giving up, or for obtaining, or in 
ployincnt. otlicr manner touching or concerning the trust and 

duty of any office or employment under the crown, or the said United 
Company, in the East-Indies, by any British subject whomsoever 
there resident, shall bc deemed and taken to bc a misdemeanor at 
law, and shall bc proceeded against and prosecuted as such by virtue 
of this act. 

Offences to he tried by a Jury eff' British Subjects. 

Offences to 1)0 (H) And bc it further enacted by the authority 

of**BriUsh sub- ^^^resaid, that all offences and misdemeanors wliich 
jects. shall be laid, tried, and inquired of in the said Su- 

preme Court, shall be tried by a jury of British subjects resident in 
the town Calcutta, and not otherwise. 
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1793. 

33 Geo. 3, 
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§35. 


§ no. 


1773. 
IS Geo. 3, 
c. 63, 

§ 35. 


Recall and Removal of Servants, 

(12) And be it further enacted, that it shall and His Majesty, 
may be lawful to and for the King’s Majesty, his heirs co„ntm;g,““d hy 
and successors, by any writing or instrument under tiie presiilcnt of 
his or their sign-manual, countersigned by the Presi- 

dent of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of ^™or*sei^Lit of 
India, to remove or recall any person or persons hold- Company in 
ing any ofBce, employment, or commission, civil or ” 
military, under the said United Company in India for the time being, 
and to vacate and make void all or every, or any appointment or ap- 
pointments, commission or commissions, of any person or persons to 
any such offices or employments : and that all and every the powers 
and authorities of the respective persons so removed, recalled, or 
whose appointment or commission shall be vacated, shall cease or 
determine at or from such respective time or times as in the said 
writing or writings shall he expressed and specified in that behalf; 
provided always, tliat a duplicate or copy of every such writing or 
instrument, under Iiis Majesty’s sign-maniial, attested by the said 
president for the time being, sliall, within eight days after the same 
shall be signed by bis Majesty, bis heirs or successors, be transmitted 
or delivered to the ebainnan or deputy chairman for the time being 
of the said Company, to the intent that the Court of Directors of 
the said Company may be aj)prized tlicreof. 

(13) Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
that nothing in this act contained shall extend, or bo 
construed to extend, to preclude or take away the 
j)Owcr of the Court of Directors of the said Company 
from removing or recalling any of the officers or servants of the said 
(’onipany, but that tlie said Court shall and may at ail times have 
full liberty to remove, recall, or dismiss any of such officers or ser- 
vants, at their will and pleasure, in the like manner as if this act 
had not been made, any governor-general, governor, or conitnander- 
in-chief, appointed by his Majesty, his heirs or successors, through 
the default of appointment by the said Court of Directors, always 
excepted ; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


Act not to pre- 
clmlf the? cliriT- 
tors iVoiii recall- 
ing tlicir ollicers 
or si rvants. 


Restoration of Servants dismissed hy Sentence of Court, 

(14) And be it further enacted, by the authority The directors 
aforesaid, That after any judgment of the said Supreme 
Court of Judicature, or of any Court of Judicature at charge sentences 
any of the said United Company’s settlements, against 
any of the said United Company’s servants, civil or cLn'of justice, 
military, for any debt or penalty, due or belonging to nor restore per- 
the said United Company, shall be made known to the ^out^^n^nt 
Court of Directors for the time being of the said United of three parts in 

Company, 
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four of <iirw tors, Company, it shall not be lawful to release or corn- 

ami till* like nia- i i ^ . i , 

jority of propric- suqli Sentence or judgment, or to release, dis- 

tors ill agLiicral charge or put a stop to any prosecution, suit or action, 
commenced or to be commenced, for carrying on any 
illicit trade, or for any debt or penalty due to the said United Cora- 
paiiy, or to restore any servant or servants whatever of the said Com- 
pany, w^ho shall have been removed or dismissed from his or their 
office or employment, for or upon account of any misbehaviour, 
without the consent of three parts in four of the said Court of Direc- 
tors, to be taken by ballot, and also the consent of three parts in four 
in number of the proprietors of the said United (Company, who shall 
be present, and give their votes by ballot, to be taken at a general 
court to be specially called for that purpose, and of which fourteen 
days* public notice, at the least, shall be given before the holding the 
same, and of the particular occasion for which such general court shall 
be called. 

(15) And be it further enacted, that after sentence 
CCS, or restore j'^idgiuent of any court having competent jurisdic- 
servants dismiss- tioii, whether in Greal-Britain or in India, against any 
cd by scnienccs. govcnior-goneral, governor, j)resi(lcnt, counsellor or 
commander-in- chid*, or against any of the said United Company s ser- 
vants, civil or military, I'or any debts or penalty due or belonging to 
the said United Company, or for any extortion or other misdemeanor, 
it shall not be lawful for the said United Company, in a)iy case what- 
ever, to release or conijiound such sentence or judgment, or to restore 
an}' servant or servants of the said Company who shall have been 
removed or dismissed I’roin his or their office or employment for or on 
account ot rnisbchavionr, by the sentence of any of the said courts. . 


Uostonition of 
SLTvanfs, c'ivil 
;iud military, 
suspended or iv- 
niO\ od by Uk* 
governments 
abroad, not to !)e 
valid, Avithout 
consent of tbe 
Board. — Jil Gfo. 
:b c. 75. 


Suspended or Removed, 

(IG) And whereas by a certain act made in the 
fifty-first year of his Majesty’s reign, entitled, “ An 
“ Act for making further Provision for the i^ayment of 
“ Salaries, and other (Charges in the Office of the Com- 
“ missioners for the Affiiirs of India ; and for enabling 
“ the East-1 ndia Company to restore to the Service of 
“ the said ('ompany, Military Officers removed thcrc- 
“ from by Sentences of Courts Martial ; and to autho- 
‘‘ rizc the said (*ompany, in Cases of unforeseen Emer- 
“ gency, to take up Ships by private Contract;’* it was declared and 
enacted, that it was lawful for the Court of Directors of the said 
United Company to restore to the service of the said Company, any 
military officer who should have been or should be dismissed or sus- 
pended therefrom by the sentence of a court martial, provided that no 
such restoration should be in anyways valid or effectual, without the 
approbatig|p and consent of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India, for that purpose had and obtained: And whereas it is expe- 
dient 
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1793. 

33 Geo. 3, 
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§ 70. 


1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
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§ 85. 


dient that the restoration by the said Court of Directors to the service 
of the said Company, of such of the said Company’s servants, civil and 
military, as shall be suspended by the authority of any of the Govern- 
ments or presidencies of the said Company in India, and also that the 
restoration to their former stations of officers civil and military, re- 
moved by the like authority, should be subject to the like approba- 
tion and consent of the said Board of Commissioners ; be it therefore 
further enacted, that from and aRer the passing of this act no restora- 
tion by the said Court of Directors to the service of the said Com- 
pany, of any servant of the said Company, civil or military, who shall 
have been suspended by the authority of any of the said Company's 
governments or presidencies in the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid ; 
and no restoration by the said Court of Directors to his station, office 
or employment in the service of the said Company of any officer of 
the said Company, civil or military, who shall have been removed 
therefrom by the like authority, shall be valid or effectual, without 
the approbation and consent of the said Board of Cuniinissioiiers, for 
that purpose first had and obtained. 

Absent beyond Five Years» 

(17) And be it further enacted, that no person who Nopc•ls^*^, un- 
shall have held any civil or military station whatever in member 
India in the service of the said United Company, council or com- 
being under the rank or degree of a member of council 

or commander-in-chiel of the forces, and wlio, having return ft) India 
departed from India by leave of the Governor-General within five years 
in Council, or Governor in Council, shall not return to 
India within the space of five years next after such dc- entitled to rank, 
parturc, shall be entitled to any rank or restoration of jljj^in'^providc^d 
office, or be capable of again serving in India, either 
in the European or native corps of troops, or in the civil line of tlie 
Company’s service, unless in the case of any civil servant of the Com- 
pany it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Court of Directors, 
that such absence was occasioned by sickness or inhrmity, or unless 
such person be permitted to return with his rank to India by a vote or 
resolution passed by way of ballot, by three parts in four of the pro- 
prietors assembled in general court, specially convened for that pur- 
pose, whereof eight days’ previous notice of the time and purpose of 
such meeting shall be given in the London Gazette, or unless, in the 
case of any military officer, it shall be proved to the satisfaction of 
the said Court of Directors and the Board of Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India, that such absence was occasioned by sickness or in- 
firmity, or some inevitable accident. 

(18) And be it further enacted, that when and as Restored civil 
often as any person having held any civil station in 

India in the service of the said Company, and having cording tu their 

departed 
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seniority, at the departed from India by leave of the Govcrnor*GeQcral LAWS, 
pnrturo from In- Coiincil, or Governor in Council, shall be restored to 
difl. the said Company s service, after an absence of five r):i i>eu. 

years from the time of such departure, such person from and after 
such restoration shall take rank and precedence only according to the 
time he shall have passed in the service of the said Company at the 
period of his departure from India ; and on his return to India, if any 
other civil servant or servants, at the settlement to which he shall 
belong, shall have then passed a greater or the like length of time in 
the service of the said Company as the person so restored had passed 
when he left India, the person so restored shall be placed and take 
rank immediately below such other civil servant or servants, any 
matter or thing to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Certain Officers may rehmi, though absent beyond Five Years. 

Certain officers ^ 19 ) And whereas by the said act of the Parliament of § ^ L 
" five Britain of the thirty-third year of his Majesty’s 

years* absence, rcign, it is enacted, that no person who shall hold a 
with consent of militaiT station in the service of the said Company, 

tlic directors and , . , in i • » • n n / 

thcBoard.iIiougli being under the rank of commandcr-in-chiei of the 
their ahsence forces, aiul who having departed from India by leave 
been ocLsioiied Govcmor-Gencral in Council, or Governor in 

by sickness, in- Council, shall not return to India within five years next 
uhTraccUk^^^^ departure, shall be entitled to any rank, or 

be capable of again serving in India, cither in the Eu- 
ropean or native corps of troops, unless it shall be proved to the 
satisfaction of the said Court of Directors, and the Board of Com- 
missioners for the Afiliirs of India, that such absence was occasioned 
by sickness or infirmity, or some inevitable accident : and whereas 
inconvenience to the military service of the said Company has been 
found to arise, in certain cases, from the said provision ; be it there- 
fore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the said Court of 
Directors, with the approbation of the said Board of Commissioners, 
to permit any military officer, being of the rank of a general officer or 
colonel commanding a regiment, or being a lieutenant-colonel com- 
mandant of a regiment, who, having departed from India with such 
leave as aforesaid shall not have returned to India witliin five years 
from the time of such departure, to liave his rank and to be capable 
of again serving in India, altliough such absence may not have been 
occasioned by sickness or infirmity, or any inevitable accident, any 
thing in the said act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Salaries and Attominces. 

(20) Four years’ residence qualifies for places of more than £1,500 § 83. 

a year. 

(21) Seven yearfi ditto, £1,000. 

(22) Ten years ditto, £4,000, including council. 

No 
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(23) No perso^i is to hold two offices the salaries of which amount to 
more than the prescribed sum. 

(24) The salary and allowances of any governor-general or other 
officer respectively cease from the day of their departure, resignation or 
surrender of office; and any officer whatever in the service of the 
Company who shall quit or leave the presidency other than in the 
known service of the Company, his salary and allowances apper- 
taining to his office are not payable during his absence ; and in the 
event of his not returning back to his station at such presidency or 
settlement, or of his coming to Europe, his salary to cease from the 
day of his quitting such presidency. 

(25) Salaries to be paid to the representatives of deceased servants 
under certain circumstances.— (Vide Salaries,) 


Securities pivon 
by lire .servants of 
the Company to 
extend to the 
prf)[)erty of* indi- 
viduals, &c. 


Securities given hy Company s Servants to extend to property 
of Individuals. 

(26) And be it further enacted, that the deeds of 
covenant, and other engagements and securities, made, 
given or entered into by any of the officers and ser- 
vants of the said Company, entrusted by them with 
the custody, care or management of goods, wares 
and merchandizes, whether at sea or on shore, for tlic due execution 
of the trust reposed in them, shall be deemed in law to extend to and 
include as well such goods, wares and merchandize as arc the im- 
mediate property of the said Company, as such as are the pro])crty of 
individuals ; and that all or any of the officers and servants of tlic said 
Company, so by them intrusted, and all other persons having at any 
time the custody or care of any such goods, wares or merchandize, 
by or through whose means, defiudt, procurement, neglect or want 
of care, any embezzlement, waste, Joss or damage shall or may 
arise or be sustained, shall be liable at law to answer for the same in 
damages and costs to the proper owners thereof ; and that if such 
owners shall be desirous of. being availed of the benefit of any such 
deeds of covenant or engagement, and shall give such security or 
other indemnity to the Court of Directors of the said Company as 
the said court shall require for securing the said Company, and keep- 
ing them indemnified from all costs and damages in that behalf, it 
shall be lawful for the party or parties aggrieved by any such em- 
bezzlement, waste, loss or damage in his property, to sue upon any 
such deed, engagement or security, in the name of the said Com- 
pany, and to take the full benefit of any verdict or judgment which 
shall be obtained or pronounced therein, and to issue or award exe- 
cution thereupon; any law or usage to the contrary thereof notwidi- 
standing. 


Seniority not necessary to qualify for Appointments. 

(27) And, for establishing a just principle of promo- Civil servants 
tion amongst the covenanted servants of the said 

United 
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clency nccording United Company in India on their civil establishment, 
preventing all undue supercessions, be it further 
enacted, that all the civil servants of the said United 
Company in India, under the rank or degree of members of council, 
shall have and be entitled to precedence in the service of the said Com- 
pany, at their respective stations, according to their seniority of appoint- 
ment ; and no such civil servant or servants shall be capable of being 
advanced or promoted to any higher station, rank or degree therein, 
than he or they shall be respectively entitled to according to the 
length of his or their service respectively ; any law or usage to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Servants of tlie (^8) And whereas by the said act of the Parliament 

Cotnpmiy may q£ Great Britain of the thirty-third year of his present 
be appointed to - _ . , . . . , , 

boards, courts, Majesty s reign, it is enacted, that all the civil servants 
or other oflicial of the said United Company in India, under the rank 
tlumglf *tbey*^d^ degree of member of council, shall have and be enti- 
not take preco- tied to precedence in the service of the said Company 
dence arcordiug respective Stations according to the seniority of 

to seniority ol , . / , _ , , 

services. thcir appointment ; and whereas the several govern- 

ments ol* tlic said Company arc often prevented from 
appointing meritorious servants of the said Company to be members 
of courts, boards and other official establishments, where offices or 
employments are exorcised by several servants of the said Company 
collectively, lest by such appointment one or more members of such 
court, board or other establishment should be superseded; be it 
therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any governor- 
general or governor in council of the said Company, if he shall think 
proper, upon application in writing for that purpose by any civil ser- 
vant of the said Company desirous of being appointed a member of 
any such court, board or other establishment, by special order to 
direct that such servant of the said Company, on being appointed to 
any office or employment in any such court, board, or other establish- 
ment, shall take precedence at or in such court, board, or other esta- 
blishment, according to the seniority of his appointment as a member 
of such court, board or otlicr establishment, although such civil servant 
in respect of whom such order shall be made may thereby not take 
precedence at or in such court, board or other establishment, accord- 
ing to the seniority of his appointment to the service of the said Com- 
pany ; and such civil servant shall thereupon take precedence at such 
court, board or other establishment accordingly, the said act or any 
other matter or thing to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Trade, 

No Governor-General, Sfc, to trade, 

No^ govmor^ ^29) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be 
ex rapt on la'vful for any governor-^ncral, or governor, or any 
account of the member of council of the said presidencies in India, to 
Company. — No concerned in any trade or traffic whatever, except 

on 


LAWS. 


171)3. 

33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, 
§56. 


1813. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c 155, 

§ 86 . 


1793. 


33 Geo. 3, 
c. 52, 

§ 137. 
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1793. 

31 Geo, 3 , 
c. 52, 

§ 137. 


§ 95. 


Company’s per* 
mission. 


on account of the said Company, nor for any collector, jwdge to be con- 
supervisor, or other person employed or concerned in tnde^No *^r- 
thc collection of the revenues or the administration of son wiiatever to 
justice, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, {1,^ 
or either of them, or their agents or servants, or any in salt, &c., ex- 
person or persons in trust for them or any of them, to with the 
carry on or be concerned in or to have any dealings or 
transactions, by way of traffic or trade, at any place 
within any of the provinces in India, or other parts, or to buy any 
goods and sell the same again, or any part thereof, at the place 
where he or they bought the same, or at any other place within the 
same province, or any other such province or country respectively, 
except on account of the said Company ; nor shall it be lawful for any 
of the judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature to be concerned in 
any trade or traffic whatever ; nor shall it be lawful for any of his 
Majesty’s subjects in the said provinces to engage, intermeddle or be 
in anywise concerned, directly or indirectly, in the inland trade in salt, 
beetle nut, tobacco or rice, .^except on the account of the said Com- 
pany, or with their permission, on pain of forfeiting all such goods or 
commodities which they or any of them shall so buy and sell again, 
by way of traffic, or in which any of them shall so trade, and also 
treble the value thereof, one moiety to the said United Company, and 
the other moiety to him of them who will sue for the same. 


Civil Servants may act as Consignees. 

(30) And be it further enacted, that it shall and Civil servants 
may be lawful for any persons residing in India, in the 
civil service of the said Company, or by their leave or sons in ludm, 
license, not being restricted by their covenants with the 
said Company, or otherwise specially prohibited by 
them or their governments in India from so doing, and not being in 
any judicial or military capacity, to act as commercial agents, mana- 
gers or consignees, on the behalf of such persons as shall think fit to 
employ them, as well in the disposal of any export goods, not hereby 
prohibited from being exported by individuals, as in providing such 
other kinds of goods as may by law be imported by individuals into 
Great Britain on their private account, without incurring any penalty 
or forfeiture in respect thereof, .any law or statute to the contrary not- 
withstanding. > .i, 

Writers *AND Cadets 


To be of certain Ages, 

(31) And be it further enacted, that no person shall Writers and ca- 
be capable of acting, or being appointed or sent 
India in the capacity of writer or cadet, whose age 
shall be under fifteen years, or shall exceed twenty-two years, nor 
until the person proposed or intended to be so appointed shall have 
delivered to the said Court of Directors a certificate oY his age, under 

the 
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the hand of the minister of the parish in which he was baptized, or LAWS, 
keeper of the registry of baptism ol'siu-li parish ; and if no such registry 
can be found, an affidavit of tliat circumstance shall be made by the gJo.;i 
party himself, with his information and belief that his age is not under 
fifteen years and doth not exceed twenty-two years ; provided, never- ^ 
theless, that the said restriction shall not extend to prevent the said 
Court of Directors from appointing any person to be a cadet who shall 
liave been, for the space of one year at least, a (!ommissioned officer 
in his Majesty’s service, or in the militia or fenciblo men when em- 
bodied, and hath been called into actual' service, or from the company 
of cadets in the royal regiment of artillery, and whose age shall not 
exceed twenty-five years. 


Wrilers to keep fanr Terms al College. 


No person to be 
ap))OHite(l ii wri- 
ter, unless he 
shall have kept 
four terms at the 
college, and shall 
produce a certifi- 
cate of conformi- 
ty to the rules. 


(S2) And be it further enacted, that it shall not be 
lawful for the said Court ol’ Directors to nominate, 
appoint, or send to the presidencies of Fort William, 
Fort St. Gt'orge, or Bombay, any person in the capa- 
city of a writer, unless sucli person shall have been 
duly entered at such college, and have resided there 
four terms, according to the rules and regulations 


thereof; and shall also produce to the said Court of Directors a cer- 
tificate, under the hand of the principal of thb said college, testifying 
that he has, for (he space of foUr terms, been a member of and duly 
conformed himself to the rules and regulations of the said college. 


Iftl.L 

fiii Geo. .‘f, 
c. ir)r», 

§ u; 


Mftij be appobited xmlhout going to the College. 

Preamble. Whereas by an act passed in the fifty-third 

year of the reign of his late Majesty King George III, it was among ^ 
other things enacted, that it should not be lawful for the Court of § I 
Directors of the United Company of Merchants ol' England trading 
to the East-Indies, to nominate, appoint, or send to the presidencies 
of Fort William, I'ort St. George, or Bombay, any person in the 
capacity of a writer, unless such person should have been duly 
entered at the college of the said Company in England, and have 
resided there four terms according to the rules and regulations 
thereof, and should also produce ta the said Court of Directors a 
certificate, under the hand of the principal of the said college, tes- 
tifying that he has for the space of four terms been a member of 
and duly coiifornied himself to tlic rules and regulations of the said 
college : 

Persons in&y be (34) And whereas there Is not a sufficient number §2. 
writers oif'pro- persons qualified, according to the provisions of the 
chicin^' testimo- said act, to be .appointed writers to fill the vacancies 
which exist, and which are likely to occur in the civil 
establishments of the said presidencies in the East- , 

Indies ; be it therefore enacted by the King’s most excellent Ma- 

2 T jesty, 
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1826. 

7 Geo, 4, 
c. , 

§ 2 . 


§3. 


jesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and 
temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, that at any time within three years from 
the passing of this act, it shall and may be lawful for the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company to nominate and appoint, and 
to send to the presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George or llom- 
bay, in the capacity of a writer, any person who shall produce such 
testimonials of his character and conduct, and pass such an examina- 
tion as, by rules and regulations, to be iVamed and established as 
hereinafter is mentioned, shall be rcMpiired. 

(35) And be it further enacted, that the said Court Directors may, 
of Directors shall, and they arc hereby required, with oK 

all convenient speed, by and with the consent and ap- trol, cstublisii 
probation of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India, to frame and establish proper rules and regu- 
lations respecting the due and necessary qualifications of writers ; and 
that it shall and may be lawful for the said Court of Directors, with 
the consent and approbation of the said Board of Commissioners, to 
alter and vary such rules and regulations from time to time as circum- 
stances may appear to require, and that the rules and regulations so 
altered and varied shall be of the same force and effect as the original 
rules and regulations. 
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SpyrTLEMENT 


OF ACCOUNT 


IIKTWEKN 


THE PUBLIC AND THE COMPANY, 


Jt hiis already licen observed under the head ol‘ l^arlianieiit,” 
that ill the year 1805 a coininittee of the House of Commons 
was appointed to take into consideration the account between 
the public and the Company, arising out of various expeditions 
undertaken against the French Jslaiuls, the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the Danisli settlements in India, &c. The commit- 
tee reported that £ 252()(),000 was owing to the Company, and 
recommended that .£ I ,()0(),00<) should be provided in tlie sup- 
plies of the year, to be voted to the Company. In the following 
year another £l,000,()()() was voted. 

In 1808, the further sum of .£1,500,000 was voted to the 
Company on account of expenses incurred by them in the 
public service. 

In 1810, a loan of £1,500,000 was advanced by Parliament 
to the Company, to be repaid on or before January 1812. In 
the month of I'^ebruary in that year an act was passed, autho- 
rizing all sums allowed by the Lords of the Treasury on 
account of expenses incurred by the Company for the public 
to be carried to the credit of the Company in repayment of 
tlic loan of 1810. 

In 1812, Parliament granted a loan of £2,500,000 to the 
Company. 

In 1821, the final adjustment of the account between the 
public and the Company became matter of discussion betw'cen 
the First Lord of the Treasury and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and the Court of Directors of the East-India 
Company. In * the month of July, Viscount Lowtlier, Sir 

2 T 2 George 
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George Clerk and S. R. Lushington, Esq. were appointed on 
tlie part of lus Majesty’s Government to meet Jacob Bosanquet, 
Esq. and George Abercrombie Robinson, Esq., appointed on 
the part of the Company. The amount of demand on the 
part of the Company extended to £11,277,828; the credit 
claimed by Government to £9,291,940 : leaving a balance of 
£1,985,888 ill favour of tlic Company. 

On the 4th May 1822, it was proposed on the part of his 
Majesty’s Government, that llie public should pay to the Com- 
pany £1,300,000, which sum was to close the accounts between 
Government and the Company to the 30th Ajiril 1822: the 
said sum of £1,300,000 to b(‘ ajiplicd in part discharge of the 
loan of 1812. This proposition was acceded to by the East- 
India Company, the riglit of Government to any stores or 
other public property remaining in the island of St. Helena 
being relinquished by Government : the Company also retaining 
their right to any sums due from the Navy Board for stores 
supplied, or on account of interest due thereon, and the 
amount of bills of exchange drawn or to bo drawn from India in 
the Company’s favour on the Government officers for the current 
services of the public in India prior to the 30th April 1822 ; 
and on the otlier hand, that tlic spices belonging to the crown 
and in possession of the Company, together with the proceeds 
of such as may have been sold or unaccounted for by the Com- 
pany, shall not be included in the arrangement. 

These terms were finally agreed to in the month of June 
1822. 

The sum of £557,322, in addition to the £1,300,000, being 
necessary to redeem the portion of the loan of £2,500,000 
made by the public to the Company in 1812, and remaining 
unpaid, the same was made good by the Company ; and an act 
was accordingly passed, finally discharging them of all claims 
anywise relating to the loan of 1812, which was henceforth to 
be charged on the Consolidated Fund ; also closing the account 
between the public and the Company to the 30th April 1822. 


LAWS. 
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Final balance (1) And be it emictcd, that the said sum of one 
nienuo biM^ million three hundred (Iiousand pounds shall be deemed 
byihc Company, and considered to be tlie iinal balance ol’ all accounts 
to the thirtieth day of April now las( past, bt'tvveon his Majesty, his 
heirs and successors, and the saiil United Company, save and except 
in respect of the said loan under the said act of the fifty-second year 
of the reign of his said late Majesty, and as hereinafter is mentioned ; 
and that the same shall be api^lied and considered to bo applied, as 
far as it will extend, in satislactioii of the said loan, and shall be 
deemed to have been received by the said United Com])any on the 
territorial and political account ; and that it shall be lawful for the 
said United Coinpany to pay or cause to be paid into the receipt of 
his Majesty’s Exchequer at Westminster^ on or before the tenth day 
of October now next ensuing, the further sum of five hundred and 
eight thousand six hundred and seventeen pounds, making, together 
with the said sum of one million three hundred thousand ])ounds and 
the said sum of forty-eight thousand seven luindrcd iuid five pounds, 
which has been paid by the said Comjnmy to the Commissioners for 
the Ueduction of the National Debt, the said sum of one million eight 
hundred and fifty-seven thousand three hundred and twenty- two 
pounds, in full satisfaction and discharge of the said loan ; and the 
separate account of the redemption of the said loan, required to be 
kept by the said recited act of the fifty-second year of the reign of 
his late Majesty hereinbefore mentioned, shall, from and after the 
fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, cease 
and determine. 


18 ^ 1 -. 

3 (n‘o. 1, 
c. 93, 

S 2- 


East- India (2) And ho it further enacted, that from and after 

payiilcnt of the payment by the said United Company into his 

money, to he fi- Majesty’s Exchequer, as hereinbefore is mentioned, 
United (’ompany shall be, and they arc hcrc- 
Public property by accjuitted, exonerated, and absolutely and for ever 
in St. Helena to discharged of attd fn)m all further payments what- 
pertj^ofth't^Com- ^so^'vcr in resjiect of the interest, sinking fund, charges 
lumy. of management, or otherwise howsoever, under or by 

virtue of the said act of the fifty-seconil year of the reign of his said 
late Majesty, or in anywise relating to or by reason of the-loan or 
advance of two millions five hundred thousand pounds therein and 
hereinbefore mentioned ; and that the said United Company shall be, 
and they are hereby acquitted, exonerated, and absolutely and for 
ever discharged of and from all sums of money due and owing by 
them for and on account of his Majesty’s troops serving in India, 
computed to the said thirtieth day of April one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-two, and from all claims and demands of his Majesty, 
his heirs and successors, in respect thereof, or on any account what- 

2 T S soever 
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LAWS, soever in relation to the matters aforesaid, up to the said thirtieth day 
— — of April one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, save and except 

3 Geo. 4, as hereinafter is mentioned ; and that all accounts between the pay- 
c: 93, masters-general of his Majesty’s forces and the said Company shall 
^ be held to have been closed on the thirtieth day of April one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two ; and that his Majesty, his heirs and 
successors, shall be accpiitted, released, and discharged of and from 
all claims and demands whatsoever of the said Company, in respect 
of any sums of money advanced or paid by them for the service of 
his Majesty in the East- Indies, or in relation to the island of Saint 
Helena, or otherwise on any account whatsoever in relation to the 
matters aforesaid, to the said thirtieth day of April now last past, save 
and except as hereinafter is mentioned ; and that all the stores and 
public property which may now remain in the island of Saint Helena 
shall be and become the property of the said United Company, for 
their own use. 

§ 1. (3) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that Majesty’s 

nothing herein contained shall in anywise prejudice the mrt To 

right of his Majesty, his heirs or successors, to any i)c alll»cted. 
spices belonging to his Majesty, and now in the possession of the said 
United Company, nor to the proceeds of any such spices as may have 
been sold by the said United Company on account of his Majesty and 
now unaccounted for, but his Majesty, his heirs and successors, shall 
have the same right thereto, and the same remedies in respect 
thereof, as if this act had not been passed ; and in like manner, no- 
thing herein contained shall in anywise prejudice the right of the said 
United Company to all such sum and sums of money as on the said 
thirtieth day of April now last past was or were due, and owing or 
payable, by the Commissioners of his Majesty’s Navy, for or on account 
of hemp brought home for and supplied to his Majesty, nor to in- 
terest on any such sum or sums of money, nor to any bill or bills of 
exchange drawn or to be drawn in the Eust-lndies, on any public 
office or offices of his Majesty’s government, in respect of current 
public services in India, prior to the said thirtieth day of April 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two ; but the said United 
Company and their successors shall have the same rights thereto, 
and remedies in respect thereof, as if this act had not been passed. 

§ 5 (4) And be it further enacted, that the several Sum paid to be 

sums hereinbefore mentioned to have been and to be ritoriafreTnucs' 
applied in discharge of the balance remaining of the 
said loan of two millions five hundred thousand pounds, shall be and be 
deemed and considered to be a charge upon the revenues of the terri- 
torial acquisitions in the East-Indies, in like manner as the several sums 
of money which would Iiave been payable, or to be paid, by the said 
United Company, for interest and sinking fund and charges of manage- 
ment on the said loan advanced to the said Company, under and by 
virtue of the said act of the fifty-second year of the reign of his late 

Majesty, 



THE PUBLIC AND THE COMPANY. 


647 


Majesty, would have been chargeable upon such revenues, if this act 
had not been passed ; any law, usage, or statute to the contrary 
thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 

Intcresf, &c. (5) And be it further enacted, that from and after 

consolidated^ '^” thousand eight hundred and 

fund, and set twcnty-two, the interest or annuities payable in respect 

apart at I.xche- gujjj of one iniliion nine hundred and eiuhty-four 

quer. , cj j 

thousand eight hundred and sixty-one pounds reduced 
three pounds per centum annuities, and three hundred and eighty 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four pounds consolidated three 
pounds per centum annuities, remaining to he redeemed of the said 
respective sums of three millions reduced three pounds per centum 
annuities, and one tnillion four hundred thousand pounds consolidated 
three pounds per centum annuities, created by the said loan of two 
millions live hundred thousand pounds, together with the charges of 
management payable in respect thereof, shall be charged, and the 
same are hereby made chargeable upon the consolidated fund of the 
United Kingdom of (ireat Britain and Ireland; and so much money 
shall be set apart and issued at the receipt of tlio exchequer in 
England, from time to time, out of tlie said consolidated fund of the 
United Kingdom of (ircat Britain and Ireland, to the cashier or 
cashiers of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy and pay the same. 

Commissioners (G) And be it further enacted, that the Commis- 
Hanl'rthcamom^^^ sioners for the Reduction of the National Debt, or their 
of the stuck rc- Secretary, shall certify to the (iovernor and Company 
deemed to July Qf Bank of England the amount of the reduced 
count 'of the loan three pouiids per centum annuities, and the amount 
of of consolidated three pounds per centum annuities, 

dii* Company ^ which shall luivc bccii redeemed by the said com- 
and on produc- inissioners up to the fifth day of July one thousand 
tionoUhewrtifi- hundred and twenty-two, on account of the said 

redeemed shall ^>f two millions five hundred thousand pounds 

he cancelled. of the Said United Company ; and upon the receipt 
of the said certificate at the Bank of England, the said Governor 
and (Company of the said Bank shall thereupon cause the amount of 
the reduced three pounds per centum annuities and the amount of the 
consolidated three pounds per centum annuities specified in such certi- 
ficate to be cancelled and wrote off the account of the said commis- 
sioners in the books of the said Governor and Company, and the 
interest or dividends which would have been payable thereon shall 
cease on and from the fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two. 


LAWS. 




3 Geo. 4, 
c. 93, 

§ 0*. 


5 7 . 
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SHIPPING ANi> NAVJGyV riON. 


"1'heuk is no brancli of the East-lnclia Company’s affairs 
whicli has occasioned more cliscnssion, and created a greater 
difference <)f oj)inion, than the settlenuait of a system under 
whicli their shipping concerns should be conducted. 

At the union of the two Companies in 1709, tiie practice 
of freigiitijig sliips appears to liavc existed. The Owners and 
the CompaJiy, unfettered by any Itjgislative or otlier j)ro- 
vision, were left to adjust tlie points of freight, &c. amongst 
tliemselves; and as some of the Directors were part-owners 
of the vessels tendered to the Company, the rate to be given 
was generally acquiesced in without, much dispute. Shortly 
after the union something of a reform was introduced, and a 
by-law was ordained prohibiting Directors from being con- 
cerned in shij)s hired for the Company, which sliips were to 
be taken up and their respective voyages agreed to in a Court 
t)f Directors, by the Inillot, and not otherwise. No tenders 
were to be accejited but such as were made by the commanders 
and two of the owners. Another by-law was also instituted 
to prevent the sale of the command, or of any other office or 
place in any ship engaged by tlui Company. The system 
which grew up, and the enormous freights which the Com- 
pany were required to pay, have been Justly attributetl to the 
following causes. 

In every other considerable line of commerce the rate 
of freight found its own level, the freighters and the 
owners of ships being numerous, unconnected, and free. In 
the East-India trade there vas but one freighter; and in 
the early stage of that commerce, when the Ibundations of 
its practice were laid, few ships were wanted. Those circum- 
stances, together witfi the length and difficulty of the navi- 
gation, 
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gjition, naturally led to a continuance of the commanders 
who had oiicc served with approbation ; hence was soon 
established a principle of preference — preference not of a set of 
commanders only, but of the ships they commanded, and in 
proct^ss of time of a particular set of owners, with whom 
botU)ms in sliij)s became at length perpetuated, without 
any previous sti|)ulation for the rate of freight at which they 
were to be lanployed. Thus an opulent, highlj^ respectable, 
but, as regarded the East-India Company, a very powerful 
body was created, under the denomination of the India ship- 
ping interest. 

A by-law was established in July 1773, by which ships were 
not to be engaged for a service of more than four voyages at a 
certain rate of freight, which was calculated on an estimate, or 
rough abstract, of the building ami expense of fitting out a 
vessel with provisions and stores for a certain number of 
months. 

In 1780 and 1781, differences of opinion arose between the 
owners and the Court of Directors as to the rate of freight 
demanded ; the former claiming a considerable increase in 
consequence of hostilities with the Dutch, by which the rates 
of insurance, as well as expense of outfit, were stated by them 
to have occasioned an additional charge of £10. 145. per ton. 
The Committee of Shipping intimated to the owners that the 
distress of the Ctimiiany for tonnage was sucli, that the Court 
must be forcecl to submit to any terms the owners should think 
fit lo insist ujmn, however clisadvantagiious to the Company, as 
there was no other channel through which the Company could 
get a supply of shipping. 

In August 1783, the Court came to a resolution, fixing the 
rate of freight (which they deemed to be fair and equitable 
tow'ards the owners), at £32 per ton for a ship of 750 tons. 
The owners declined to agree to a less rate than «£35 ; upon 
which the Court resolved to advertise for tenders, and an adver- 
tisement was issued accordingly : when twenty-eight ships were 
tendered. The report of the Company’s inspccliiig-officer 
on the ships tendered was generally unfavourable, many of 
them being of a foreign build, others of a slight and weak 
structure, and some nearly worn-out. In the interim the old 


owners 
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owners had tendered their ships at £33 per ton. The amount 
of tonnage required was 10,000 tons. That quantity, if taken 
from the old owner at £33 per ton, amounted to £330,000 ; the 
same quantity of the new ships to £3 11,586. As the difference 
was only £18,414 the Court determined, with reference to the 
strength and abilities of the regular ships, which had been 
built under the direction of the Company’s officers, and to the 
safety with which valuable cargoes might be laden on them, 
to reject the new tender, and to agree with the owners of the 
regular ships. At the same time it was resolved, that the Com- 
mittee of Shipping should prepare an estimate of the expense 
of building, outfit, and otlier charges of an Kast-lndia ship, fit 
for sea, to be laid before the Court the 1st of May in each 
year. 

In October 1784, the number of ships abroad and at home 
in the Company’s service was sixty-six ; the Court resolved that 
not less than seventy was necessary : leave was accordingly given 
for six ships to be built forthwith, '^llie conditions were, that the 
keel should be laid within six months after leave had been ob- 
tained to build the ships, which were to be ready to be launched 
within twelve montlis from the date of the keel being laid. 

In order to ascertain whether any mode could be adopted 
for altering the construction of the Company’s ships so as to 
make their freight to India and China cheaper, it was proposed 
that leave should be given for three ships being built of 1,000 
to 1,200 tons, always to be stationed for China, but nothing 
was finally determined. 

In November 1785, it was deemed expedient to have three 
sets of shipping, at about thirty ships each set; leave was 
accordingly given for building eight new ships. 

In December 1785, a tender was made by Mr. Anthony 
Brough to build eighty ships for the Company’s service at a 
freight to China of £22 per ton ; to Madnis and China £23, 
and to all other parts, £24 for the first and second voyage, 
and for the third and fourth, £20, £21, and £22 ; by which he 
calculated a saving in freight would be effected of £150,000 
per annum. 

Mr. Brough having been furnished with every informa- 
tion as to the size and dimensions of the vessels which the 

Company 
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C'ompaiiy required, attended the Court on the 8th February 
1786, and haviiijr withdrawn, it was unanimously resolved, 
that it appeared from the conversation with Mr. Brough, that 
he coidd not furnish ships agreeably to the dimensions trans- 
mitted to him. 

l^he Court having advertised for ships in the month of 
January, the old owners addressed the Court under a per- 
suasion that the advertisement was immediately directed against 
their iriterests, repelling the assertions which had gone forth 
as to tlic exorbitant freights which they had exacted, set- 
ting forth the claim which they had upon the Company for 
the engagement of their ships, and the immense property 
embarked in the shipping built expressly for the Company's 
service. Tlicy were informed in reply, that the Court had ever 
been attentive to their interests, aiul trusted, upon reflection, 
that the owners would send in their tenders, otherwise the 
Court would feel themselves under the necessity of proceeding 
upon such tenders as might be oflered. 

The owners accordingly tendered their ships at the same rate 
as the precluding season, £26 to China direct, Coast and China 
£27, Bombay £28, Coast and Bay £29. 

On the ICth March, the Court resolved to offer the old 
owners to take up their ships already built at £23 per ton, in- 
cluding kintlcdge, and for those building or to be built £22 
per ton. 

Tenders to build, as well as to let ships on freight to the 
Company from various parties, were accepted by the Court, the 
former at £22 to China, £23 to Coast and China, and £24 to 
other parts of India for the first and second voyages, and at 
£2 per ton less for the third and fourth voyages : the party 
to have no claim to build in case of loss, or after the ship 
should have performed her fourth voyage. 

Conferences were held with the old owners, but they did not 
lead to any satisfactory termination. 

On the 25th May, the House of Commons called for an ac- 
count of the freights paid by the Company for the preceding two 
years. On the 30th May, Robert Preston, Esq., the chair- 
man of the Committee of Managing Owners, waited on the 
Chairman and Deputy- Chairman, and intimated the readiness 
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of the managing owners to accept of £24 per ton to China, 
which was the lowest that could be taken. 

On the same day tenders were made and accepted to build 
ships of seven hundred and fifty tons, at £22 per ton to China. 
The Court of Directors, on thcSlst, rejected the offer of the 
managing owners to let their ships at £24 per ton : a member 
of the Court dissented from such resolution, being of opinion 
that the owners had an equitable claim that their ships should 
be engaged at that rate. On the 9th of June, a letter was read 
from a gentleman, whose tender to build a ship for the Com- 
pany of a thousand tons, at £22 per ton for the first two 
voyages and at £20 for the third and fourth, had been ac- 
cepted by the Court, representing that the builders with whom 
he had contracted having pledged themselves jointly with se- 
veral others who had been in the habit of building Kast- 
Indiamen, not to build a ship for any person who should engage 
to let ships at a reduced freight, he should be unable to 
fulfil his contract. The Court immediately ordered the opi- 
nion of counsel to be taken as to the measures proper to be 
adopted. 

Counsel was of opinion that a combination betw'^een the ships’- 
husbaiids and the ship-buihlers was highly reprehensible, and 
might turn out to be criminal in such a degree as to subject 
them to an iiiforiiiation ; and suggested that evidence should 
be obtained, to lay before the Court of King's Hench. 

A requisition having been sent in from nine proprietors, 
calling a General Court on the subject of the Company’s 
shipping, the same was held on the 22d June : wdien a motion 
was made, recommending to the Court of .Directors to recon- 
sider their resolutions, rejecting the offer by the managing 
owners to accept £24 per ton; on wliich a ballot was 
demanded by ten members of the C^ourt of Directors. 
The ballot took place on the 28th June 1786 : the number of 
votes for the question was 362, and 9-1 against it. The Court 
of Directors, in consequence of^uch determination, resolved 
on the 5th July to offer for freights to China direct £24 ; to 
St. Helena and China, Hencoolen and China, and Coast 
and China £25 ; Bombay £26 ; Coast and Bay £27 ; which 
freights were agreed to. 


The 
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The size of the ships hitherto built for the Company’s service 
was from 750 to 800 tons. In 1789 it was resolved by tlie 
Court that leave be given to build five ships from 1,100 to 
1,200 tons. Mr. Nathaniel Smith, the chairman of the Court, 
dissented from that determination, on the ground that security 
and cheapness were best attained by adhering to the old 
scale. 

It has already been remarked, that the by-law of 1773 re- 
stricted the employment of ships for nu>rc tlian four voyages. 
In May 1700, the Court resolved that from past experience 
ships would run three vo^^ages without stripping off their 
sheathing ; and if the practice should become general, sliips 
which make the outfit of the fourth vf>yage the repairing 
voyage, might with great safety perform six voyages. The 
by-law was accordingly suspended, and agreements were en- 
tered into with the owners for their ships performing six 
instead of four voyages. 

A gentleman who had tendered to build a ship for tlie 
Company, considering himself aggrieved by the Court not 
having accepted his offer, moved, at a general court in March 
1791, that copies of all proposals for building or letting ships 
for hire to the Company, from 1st January 1780, be laid 
before tlie Proprietors, which motion was agreed to on the 
31st of that month. 

On the 21st March 1792, further papers were ordered ; and 
on the 9th May 1792, the General Court met to consider them, 
when it was moved, that it is the opinion of this Court that by 
‘‘ the mode of conducting the shipping concerns of the Com- 
‘‘ pany higher prices than was necessary had been paid for 

freight.” A ballot was demanded, whicli took place on the 
15th May, when the numbers were 353 for, and 561 against 
the motion. 

On the day following, the General Court resolved that the 
commerce of the Company could not be properly conducted, 
and effectually protected under all circumstances, without a 
regular establishment of an efficient fleet of shipping under tlie 
inspection of surveyors. 

In the early part of the year 1793, the negociation was 
opened for a renewal of the Company’s exclusivg privileges. 

Although 
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Although tlic subject of the Company's sliipping concerns did 
not form a separate point for consideration, Mr. Duiidas, in 
1793, addressed a letter to the Court of Directors, in which 
he suggested that the freight respecting the ships then in the 
employ of the Company should be settled once for all on a 
fair and equitable footing. The General Court on the 13th 
April passed a resolution unanimously agreeing in opinion 
with Mr. Dundas. 

On the 10th October 1793, the Court resolved that sixteen 
ships of from 700 to 800 tons, and one of 1,200, were neces- 
sary for the annual imports from India of the regular com- 
merce, and that fifteen large ships of 1,200 tons were necessary 
for the imports from China ; that two sets and a quarter, or 
thirty-six of the large, and two and a half or forty of the 
smaller, should be the established number. 

On the 19th March 1794, die General Court, adverting to 
their resolution of the 3d April 1793, resolved that it was 
essential to the interests of the Company and the country, that 
a certain number of ships should be constantly in the service 
of the Company, upon wliich they might safely depeml ; and 
also that it was impossible to lay down with precision any per- 
manent and fixed rate* at which the ships could be freighted 
in future. 

On the 7th November 1794, the two proprietorsf who moved 
and seconded the resolution of the General Court of the 3d 
April 1793, addressed a letter to the Court of Directors, 
adverting to that resolution, and stating that they stood 
pledged to the proprietors and to the public never to abandon 
that great question until a system should be brought forward 
and fairly decided upon agreeably to the General Court's reso- 
lution, and intimating that unless the Court were prepared to 
submit their opinion to the proprietors, that they should take 
their sense upon a measure so deeply affecting the interests 
and funds of the Company. 

On the 8th November, Mr. Dundas addressed a letter to 
the Chairman, remarking upon a dissent by a member of 

the 


* Vide Shipjting Proceedings, p. 734. 
f Tliomas Henchman and Handle Jackson, Ks<|uircs. 
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the Court, which appeared to imply that an influence existed 
somewhere which rendered tlie concession of tlie rate of freight 
settled for that season unavoidable ; that it was impossible for 
him, in justice to the public, to shut his eyes to such a state* 
ment, and that Parliament would naturally look to him for an 
explanation of so irregular a circumstance. 

In reply the Chairman admitted, that if the Court under the 
by-laws could have obtained ships of an equal size, and at a 
lower rate than those tendered, the terms of the tender ac- 
cepted would not have been agreed to ; at the same time, 
disclaiming every idea of influence operating on the conduct of 
the majority of the Court on the occasion. 

On the 18th of November, two of the Directors addressed 
letters to the Court, animadverting upon the terms of Mr. 
Duiidas’s communication, whicli they considered an impro- 
per interference with the Directors, and disclaiming, in 
pointed terms, any imputation on the conduct of the ma- 
jority of the Court on the occasion in question. The Court 
on the same day resolved, with reference to the resolution 
of the General Court of the 3d April 1793, that when a 
ship is worn out by age, accident, or inability, an adver- 
tisement be published, describing the size of the ship wanted ; 
requiring tenilers to be oilered, specifying the rate of freight to 
be paid in peace for six voyages : the ship to be commanded 
by the captain of the ship whose bottom was worn out, pro- 
vided he intended to proceed to sea again. 

In December 1794? the Court resolved, that the ships of 
about 1,400 tons were the most proper for the China trade, 
and that they should be tendered at 1,200 only ; that the 
regular ships for bringing home rich cargoes from Bengal and 
Madras should Jiot exceed 820 tons, to be chartered at 799 
tons; and that ships of from 480 to 520 were the most proper 
to bring home gruff goods. 

On the 5 th February 1795, the General Court resolved by the 
ballot* that they disagreed with the resolution of the Court of 
Directors of the 18th November 1 794, and recommended them to 

digest 

* .3.> i fur the question, and 416 against it. 
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digest and :1j]^iig forward a pian for conlinuing to tlie Company 
the valuable cajpital then employed in its shipping service, and 
for preserving so efftcient a fleet of ships at a regulated scale of 
freight, upon a fair and equitable footing, with a view to the 
peace establishment, accompanied with regulations for adjust- 
ing any differences of opinion which may happen to arise 
respecting extra expenses occasioned by the contingencies of war. 

A special General Court, at the requisition of nine proprie- 
tors, was held on the 25th March, at which it was resolved, 
that it was indispensably necessary for the welfare of the 
Company a plan should be immediately settled for the ma- 
nagement of their shipping concerns, and therefore earnestly 
recommended to the Court of Directors to bring forward a 
plan which they might deem most conducive to the interests of 
the Company. 

On the 18th Ajjril, Kdward Baber, Esq. transmitted to the 
Court various resolutions adopted at a meeting of Proprietors 
of East-lndia stock, held at the Frcc-Masons’ '^ravern on Thurs- 
day the 16th of April, expressing their determination to sup- 
port the Court of Directors in every economical regulation 
regarding the shipping affairs of the Company ; and that 
the meeting would steadily persevere in their endeavours to 
establish such a system for fttrnishing the l^ast-India Com- 
pany with shipping, as should be just and equitable to the 
owners, liberal and encouraging to the maritime officers, fair 
and reasonable tow'ards the public, and most beneficial to tlK^ 
Company, whether politically or commercially considered. 

On the 5th February 1796, the Court of Directors agreed 
upon a report to the General Court, in consequence of their 
resolution of the 25th March 1795. By that report it appeared, 
that for the current season the Court of Directors had effected 
a reduction in freight equal to £183,316 ; that they had, 
likewise, fixed a permanent peace freight, and engaged accord- 
ing to such rate all the existing regular ships for the remaining 
term of their duration : thus eflecting the two main objects of 
continuing the existing ships, and preserving an efficient fleet 
of ships at a regulated scale of freight, and upon a fair and 
equitable footing. Propositions were submitted for remune- 
rating 
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rating the commanders for the abolition of hereditary b ttunis 
in ships. From a calculation submitted by the Court, the 
amount of remuneration, at £4,000 to each commander, from 
J795 to 1808, wlien the wliolc of the old ships would be w’orn 
out, was £348,000. Deducting tliat sum from the saving to be 
effected in the rale of freight, which was calculated at £783,552, 
a total saving was gained to the Company of £435,552. 

The reports were laid before the General Court on the 
I7th February, when it was -moved to agree with the Court of 
Directors in the sentiments expressed by them in the reports 
then road ; upon which an amendment was moved to pt)stponc 
a decision, on tlie ground that all the necessary papers to 
enable the ProprieU>rs to decide on the subject were not before 
the Court. 

The original question was lost on a division ; and the amend- 
ment being carried, and becoming the niaiii question, a ballot 
was <leininu!e<l, wliicli was accordingly fixed for the 24tli. 

The Court of Directors issued, on the 18th February, a 
printed declaration, signed by nineteen members, calling upon 
the Proprietors to supj3orl the Kxecutive IJody by voting 
against the question, in order that there might be no further 
delay in coming to a decided opinion, whether the system 
l)rought forward in the reports from the Court should or sliould 
not be carried into immediate execution. 

The ballot took place on tlie 24th February ; when the votes 
for the question were 3(56, and against it 762. 

On the 26th February, a dissent to the proceedings of the 
Court of Directors was delivered in by two Directors, which, 
dissent was read to the General Court on the 2d March ; and a 
motion made to agi*ee with the Court of Directors in the senti- 
ments expressed by them in their first report respecting the 
shipping concerns of the Company; on which an umendmenl 
was moved, that it would not be consistent with sound policy 
to adopt a system entirely new, and which miglit ultimately 
affect the security of our foreign possessions and commerce." 
The original motion was lost on a division ; and the amend- 
ment having been carried and become the main question, a 
ballot thereon was demanded by cloven members of the Court 
of Directors. It was fixed for the 8tli. 

2 V 
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On the 4th, the Court of Directors published a declaration, 
and circulated it to the Proprietors, stating that the question 
to be decided by ballot on the 8th was an amended one, 
brought forward on behalf of the owners of shipping, and that 
it directly tended to preserve the old system, and entirely to 
do away the reports of the Court of Directors upon that im- 
portant business, the amendment being brought forward and 
supported in the General Court by persons iinmcdiutely in- 
terested in the question, and thej^ therelbre called on the 
Proprietors to vote against the question. 

It was decided on the 8th, when the question vyas negatived 
by 718 votes to 34»3. 

On the lOtli March, the General Court passed a resolution, 
agreeing with the Court of Directors in their report on liie 
proposed new system. 

Thanks were at the same time voted to the Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman, and Court of Directors, for the zeal, ability, and 
industry manifested by them, in forming and bringing forward 
the important plan for the management of the Company’s 
shipping concerns; anti to J. Fiott, Thos. Henchman, and 
Handle Jackson, Estp's., for their active zeal and strenuous 
perseverance in promoting the plan wliich tended to advance 
tlic true interests of the Company. 

Thus terminated one of the most protracted and compli- 
cated questions connected with the alTairs of the East-lndia 
Company, which has been agitated by the General Court. 

All parties concurred in the importance of securing to the 
Company an elBcient fleet, always at command, the vessels 
being constructed upon the best principles, inspected during 
building by the Company’s surveyors, found in the most 
ample manner, and conimaiided by officers of acknowledged 
cluiracter, talents, and experience ; the difference of opinion 
was as to the mode by which such essential ends were to be 
attained. After an unexampled struggle between powerful and 
conflicting interests, the resolution of the General Court of 
the 10th March 1796 decided the question in favour of open 
competition ; and subsequent experience has fully justified the 
course then adopted. Various by-laws were framed and passed 
to regulate the shipping aflairs of the Company under die new 

system ; 
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system ; the sale of commands was prohibited ; the situation 
of the commanders whose interests were affected by the change 
was fully considered by a special committee of the Court of 
l^irectors, and remuneration awarded* Amongst the various 
questions of detail decided upon, was one ivhich occasioned 
considerable discussion, viz. the principle upon whicli the war 
extraordiiiarics were to be calculated ; or, in other w'ords, an 
allowance besides the freight established for peace, equal to the 
extraordinaries of war. 

(^n the 28th June 1799, a bill was brought into the House of 
Commons by Mr. Ilundas, for regulating the manner in w^hich 
the Company should in future take up ships for their regular 
service. The act 39 Geo. Ill, cap. 89, received the royal assent 
on the 12tli July: by that act the Court were restricted from 
employing in their service any ships but those contracted for 
six voyages to and from India or China. When the Com- 
pany had occasion to build ships, the Court of Directors w-ere 
required to give public notice by advertisement, fixing a time 
(at least four weeks from the publication) for receiving ten- 
ders for building and freighting; the proposals were to specify 
the low^cst rate of freight, or, if the Court should require it, 
of freight and domorage, in time of peace for such ships, which 
were liable to be employed in trade or warfare ; and the lowest 
proposals of peace freight, or peace freight and demorage, were 
to be accepted. Agreements for additional allowance in time 
of war, either for the whole term or from voyage to voj'age, 
were to be made between the Company and the owmers. At 
the same time the Court were authorized, if they shoidd sec 
fit, to enter into agreements for ships to be built for the ser- 
vice of the Company for six voyages, at permanent rates of 
fi-eight and demorage for tiuic of peace, and also at established 
additional rates of freight and demorage during the then exist- 
ing w'ar ; in that case the Court were at liberty to accept those 
proposals which upon the whole might be lowest, and most for 
the advantage of the Company, without favour or partiality. 
The Court were not obliged to accept any of the proposals 
should they deem them unreasonable. If a regular ship was 
lost or captured before the completion of her fifth voyage, 
the Court were aulhoriz<?d to permit another to be built, 

2 u 2 ]>rovidcd 
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provided eighteen Directors, at a court specially summoned, 
and three-parts in four of the Pi-oprietors, agreed by ballot in 
acquitting all parties from blame as to the loss or capture of 
the lost ship. In case of exigency, the Court and the autho- 
rities abroad were authorized to hire sliipping for any particu- 
lar service, fourteen days* public notice being given by atlver- 
tisement of the tonnage wanted and the service required. 

As the foregoing act made no provision for building in the 
event of the loss of a ship before the completion of her fifth 
voyage where all on board might unfortunately perish, an fict 
was passed in June 1803, empowering the Court of Directors, 
provided the impossibility of inquiry into the loss of a ship 
from all on board having perished, should Ik? first tlecided upon 
by eighteen Directors at the least, at a court specially sum- 
moned, and by threc-jiarts in four of the Proprietors, by ballot, 
to agree with the owners to rebuikl. It having been found that 
ships might be repaired and fitted to perform more than six 
voyages with ativantage to the Company, and at the same time 
be the means of lessening the consumption of ship-timber, the 
Court were autliorized to engage ships for two additional 
voyages, making in the whole eight to be performed by one 
shi]).^ 

In August of the same year,f an act was passed to authorize 
the Company to make additional allowances to the owners of 
certain ships on account of the extraordinary expense attend- 
ing tlicir outfit during the periotl intervening between the 
conclusion of the war and the delivery of his Majesty’s message 
to Parliament, on the 8tli March 1803, acquainting the House 
of Commons, that as very considerable military preparations 
were carrying on in tlie ports of France and Holland, he 
had judged it expedient to adopt additional measures of 
“ precaution for the security of his dominions.” 

In 1806, tlie provisions of the act of the 39th were con- 
tinued until 1813. 

In 1810, an actj Wiis passed, authorizing the Company to en- 
gage ships beyond eight voyages, if on repair they shall be found 

ofit 

♦ 'IS Geo. S, cap. CS. f 43 Geo. 3, cap. 1.S7. 
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fit for service ; also, to take up by private contract ahips 
employed in carrying convicts or stores to New South Wales, 
to bring home cargoes from CMiina or India. 

In 1811, the Company and their Governments abroad were 
authorised, in cases of unforeseen and pressing exigency, to 
hire by private contract, without advertising, any ships what- 
soever for any particular purpose for one voyage ; the rea- 
sons for taking up the same to be stated on the minutes of 
the Court of Directors, and reported to the next General 
Court. 

Til 1816, the owners of thirt 3 ^-four ships, which had been 
engaged by tlio Company under the ]>rovisions of the act of 
1799, for six voyages on a settled peace freight, represented to 
the Court of Directors the inadequacy of the freight so settled 
to enable them to meet tlie increased charge of outfit and re- 
pairs. The subject having been considered bj" the Court, was 
brought before the General Court in Marcli 1816, when the 
mode suggested by the Court for the relief of the owners, 
similar in its nature to that adopted in 1803, already adverted 
to, wjis agreed to by the General Court, though not without 
considerable opposition. As a legislative provision was neces- 
sary to autliorize the measure, a petition from the Company 
was presented to the House of Couinions on the 14th February, 
setting forth the grounds on which thej" prayed leave to bring 
ill a bill for that purpose. Those grounds were, that the cost 
and outfit of the ships, since the treat}'^ of Paris of the 20th 
November 1815, had been much greater than could have been 
expected in time of peace, insomuch that the owners demand- 
ed to bo ac(}uitted from the obligiition of their contracts, or to 
be granted an allowance of ireight higher tlian contracted for ; 
that since the peace, tenders to build had been accepted at 
a freight of £26. Gs. Hr/., whereas the ships alluded to were en- 
titled at the highest rate to .£20. 17.9. per ton only; and also, 
in consideration that it would be a greater Jiiconvcnience to the 
Company to forego the use of the ships, than could be compen- 
sated by any pecuniary forfeiture or damage which the Com- 
pany could recover. 

On the 21st February the subject was referred to a commit- 
tee of the House of Commons, togetlicr w’illi a petition from 

2 u 3 some 
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some Proprietors of East-India, stock ivhich had been pre- 
sented to the House against the proposed measure. 

On the 22d May, the report from the committee was laid 
before the House. The report stated that contriicts for build- 
ing since the peace had exceeded £26 per ton, and that the 
medium rate of peace freight at which the ships enumerated 
in tile petition were engaged was £18, including kintledge, 
being about £8 below the existing rate. Out of the thirty- 
four ships, six had been made on contracts, that if the prices 
in peace or war should exceed the scale specified in the Com- 
pany’s terms on which the tenders were made, the owners 
should receive the excess; and on the other hand, if the price 
of outfit should fall below that scale, then the owners were to 
account to the Company : four other ships did not come imme- 
diately within the committee’s rejiort. The committee were 
decidedly of opinion, with relcrence to the twenty-four remain- 
ing ships, that it was expedient that the principle of open com- 
petition and fixed lender for six vo 3 ^ages, long sanctioned by 
the Legislature, should be maintained unimpaired ; and there- 
fore that it was not desirable to i^esort, even though at dis- 
tant periods, to measures producing a temporary relaxation 
of those principles. Cn the other hand, the committee ad- 
mitted that the long duration of war, and the extraordinary 
price of articles of equipment continuing after tlic conclusion 
of peace, constituted a state of things under which there might 
be great hardship in compelling the owners of the twenty-four 
ships to a literal execution of their contracts. After some 
further observations as to the cxpedicncj’^ of maintaining con- 
tracts, and the difficulty of suggesting a course free from objec- 
tion, they submitted that the owners should be j>ermittcd to 
pay the pcnaltj^ of £5,000 attached to the non-performance of 
the contract, and to receive some improved rate of freight for 
the remainder of their voyages, such increase to be in no case 
greater than £8 per ton. The committee, however, did not 
venture to recommend even that qualified departure from' the 
established principle of fixed peace freight, without suggesting 
the expediency of*. consolidating the shipping laws relating to 
the Last-India Company ; and likewise, that the proceedings 
of the Court of Directors, under the measure in question, 

should 
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should be reported from time to time to Parliament. An act* 
was passed accordingly, on the 11th July 1817; and on the 
21st May 1818, a copy of the proceedings of the Court of 
Directors was laid before the House of Commons. 

In the following year an act was introduced to amend and 
reduce into one act the several laws relating to the manner in 
which the East-India Company are recpiired to hire ships. 
The provisions of the act arc given at length immediately 
following the introduction under this head. 

Imlia-huilt Shijjping. 

The introduction of ships built in India formed matter of 
discussion shortly after a renewal of the Ct>mpany's exclusive 
privileges in 1793. The act of the 33d Gei>. Ill, cap. 52, 
rcrpiired tlic Coinj^any to furnish at least 3,000 tons of ship- 
])ing' for piivatc-trade. In August 1794, Messrs. Prinsep and 
8auiulers, agents for several persons in India, addressed a 
memoriid to the Hoard of Commissioners for the Aflairs of 
India, representing the great advantages tliat might be expected 
to i csult to the commercial interests of the country, were the 
govcrnmcuis a-woad empowered at any time to take up such 
India-built ships as mi^ht bo necessary to complete the annual 
export to Great Hritaiii of all the merchandize tendered in tlie 
season. 

T'lie Eleventh Report of the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons, a]ipointed to inquire into the state and condition of tire 
woods a*nd forests and land revenues of the crown, on the 
11th May 1794, contained, amongst others, the following re- 
marks as to India shipping : — , 

Tenders have already been made to the Supreme Govern- 
“ ment of India-built ships. The acceptance of any similar 
tenders on a future occasion for the spare freight which 
may be laying ready for Europe, would atford a fair experi- 
ment, absorb great quantities of merchandize which would 
otherwise be forced into the European markets on foreign 
bottoms, and lastly, pave the way for reinoviiig the great- 
impending evil of a scarcity of oak timl;}^r for liis Majesty’s 

service. 


* 57 Cco. 3, cap. 120. 
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service, by cUyerting the Company’s demand for large liinbeir 
,to its Qwn inexhaustible forests in Asia.” 

"ilie Court sent out instructions in 1795 to their Govern-* 
ments,* authorizing them to take up such proper ships as they 
could procure to bring home goods from within the Company’s 
limits. An act wiis ptisscd in June of that year, authorizing 
during the then war, and for eighteen months after its con- 
clusion, ships from India, thougli not British-built or registered, 
if built witliia the territories of the t^oinpany, to enter their 
goods and to export g(K)ds to India ; by subsequent acts this 
provision has been extended. 

In 1823, an actf was passed for registering vessels built in 
India: that act was repealed by the General Registry Act of 
1825, 6 Geo. IV, cap. 1 10, wliich contains provisions for registry 
in India by servants of the Company. By the 4th Geo. IV, 
cap. 80, lascars and natives of India are not to he deemed or 
taken to be British sailors, seamen, or mariners, within the 
meaning of the 34th Geo. Ill, cap. G8 : they may, never- 
theless, be employed in the navigation of any vessel, provided 
such vessel duly registered has four British seamen as part of 
Ijcr crew for every one hundred tons, and so in proportion for 
any part of a luiiidred tons. In cases, however, where in 
India a suihcicnt number of British seamen cannot be obtained, 
governors may license the ship to sail with a less proportion. 
Various provisions are likewise made for the registering lascars 
when shipped, for their conviction in this country as vagrants, 
their return to India, and rendering the owners liable for 
expenses. 

At the time of the great scarcity in 1795, twenty-seven 
country-built ships were despatched from India, in pursuance 
of orders from the Court of Directors, with rice, for consump- 
tion in Great Britain. 

The class of ships, and the system under which they have 
been maintained for the service of the East-India Company, 
has presented a resource in times of emergency which lias 
• proved of most essential iniportanco to the national welfiire. 
In the early paiM^^of 1795, Mr. Dundas addressed a letter to 

the 


• Geo. cap, 115. 


t 4 Gco; 4, cup. 41.' ^ 
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tJie Court of Directors, signifying thut, tii the then exigency of 
afKiir.s, a great and immediate addition to the naval strength of 
the kingdom was of infinite importance ; that such conside- 
ration led his Majesty^s .servjiiits to turn their attention to the 
large ships in the service of the East-India Company, which 
from their size and construction could he speedily converted 
into very useful ships of war; also enclosing the copy of a re- 
solution of the ship-owners (to whom Mr. Dnndas had ad- 
dressed a letter), staling that they could not treat with Govern- 
ment, but through the Court of Directors, as the ships actu- 
ally belonged to the Company. 

The Court of Directors iriim<idiately resolvc<l to exonerate 
the owners from their eiigagenieiits, at the same lime giving 
leave for other ships of tJie same dimensions to be built on 
the bottoms of tliose taken b}^ (K)vcrnment, thus keeping up 
the size and class of such ships. Six of the large ships then 
iifloat were surveyed and accepted. Sir Andrew S. Hammond, 
the Comptroller of the Navy, intimated to the Court, that as 
no alteration wjls intended in the masts and yards of those ships, 
they would be soon ready for the service of the state. Eight 
other ships, which were then building for the Company, were 
also assigned over to Cioveriimcnt, making an addition to the 
naval force of the country of fourteen large shi])s. To render 
the same effective with the least burthen to the slate, the Gene- 
ral Court, on the 13th March, unanimously resolved to authorize 
and empower llie C 'on rt of Directors to raise three thousand men 
for the service of his Majesty’s navy, at the cost and charge of 
the Company. The expenditure on that account was £57,000. 
Again, in the monlli of July in the same year, Mr. Dundas 
represented to the Court of Directors that a very considerable 
quantity of tonnage would be wanted by Government early in 
September, for a sj^ccial service, to the execution of which the 
Jndiamen were peculiarly well adapted, and that it would 
therefoixi be of the utmost consequence to his Majesty’s service 
to 'know whether the Company’s ships could be made available 
to carry troops from Great Britain, Ireland, and from Gi- 
bi*altar, to the West-Indies. The Court made arrangements 
the same day, whereby fourteen ships were made applicable to 
the service in question. 


In 



666 


SHIPPING AND 


In September I803» the Eastolndia Company unanimously 
resolved, in order to contribute towards the aid of the state, 
to autliorize tlie Court of Directors to engage ft)r six months, 
and to charter for the use of Government, 10,000 tons of 
shipping: the expense incurred by the Company on that 
account was £67,000. 

The expediency of maintaining vessels of the size, and 
found in the manner of those emplo}'ed by the Kast-Indiu 
Company, has been supported on the grounds that it is 
essential tliat the Company should at all times have a fleet 
of ships at their command, that on their outward voyage 
they arc employed in the transport of troops and stores to 
a very large extent, and arc peculiarly fitted to bring home, 
at the least expense, the valuable return cargoes from 
China. When it is considered that tlie Company’s ships 
partake of a political as well as a commercial character ; that 
on sudden emergencies, both in India and Eui'opc, they have 
been found of the most important aid in promoting the wel- 
fare of the state; that in tin'ie of war, allhough greatly dis- 
tressed by the impress of men by his Majesty’s navy in India 
(rcjteatcd representations having proved ineffectual to check 
that practice), ami that at periods when the naval force of 
the country could ill afford convoy for such valuable fleets> 
indiameu sailing in company, and commanded by officers of 
known character and qualifications, have defeated tlie attempts 
of the enemy to surprise and capture them (in one memo- 
rable instance* beating ofl’ a first-rate French ship of eighty 
guns under Admiral J.inois, accompanied by two heavy fri- 
gates, a corvette, and a brig) it may be prudent to pause before 
the annihilation of a system is resolved upon, which, though 
possibly involving some additional expense, combines advan- 
tages which would in vain be looketl for under any other mode 
that might be devised fur conducting the Company’s maritime 
affairs. 


In 1804, tliG Company’s China fleet umlcr Sir N. Dunce, near Malacca. 
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r>o Geo. % c. Whereas it is expedient that the laws relative to ih18. 

so manner ot* hiring ships for the said United Com- 
iiuich ot\5i Goo. puny’s service should be amended and reduced into j 1 / 
to Uio^iirin^ whereas the fluctuation of prices of 

slii|is, ropcalocl. naval stores, and of other articles incident to the 
equipment of ships in times ininicdiatcly following the termination of 
war, has been such as to render the calculations upon which the con- 
tracts for peace freight have from time to time been made greatly 
erroneous and insuflicient, and the performance of such contracts has 
in consequence thereof been found so injurious to the contracting 
parties, that the Court of Directors of the said United (h)mpany of 
Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies have in two 
instances, vidclicrt, after the termination of war in one thousand eight 
hundred and two, and alter the termination of war in one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, presented petitions to the House of Com- 
mons, praying that Parliamciit woidd duthorizc and empower the said 
Company to make allowances to the owners of several ships hired by 
them under the provisions of the said acts, over and above the prices 
to which the said owners were entitled by their contracts, and Parlia- 
ment has in the said instajices c:omplied with the prayer of the said 
petitions ; and whereas it is highly inexpedient that the revision and 
alteration of contracts by authority of Parliament, on whatever plea 
or pretext, should grow in mi precedent : be it therefore enacted by 
the King s most excellent ^Xajesty, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
sent Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, that 
the whole of the said acts made and passed in the thirty-ninth and 
lifrieili years of the reign of his said present Alajcsty, and so much of 
the said act made and passed in the fifty-first year of the reign of his 
said present Majesty as relates to the hiring of ships by the said 
United Company, shall be and the same are h.creby repealed : pro- 
vided always, that the repeal of the said acts sliull in no wise be con- 
strued to affect any contract or agreement made or entered into, 
under or in pursuance of any of the said acts, but all such contracts 
or agreements shall be carried into execution in the same manner as 
if this act had not been made and passed. 

Regulations for hiring Ships built for the Company, 

(2) And be it further enacted, that from and after the passing lof § 2. 
this act, the said United Company or their Court of Directors shall 
not hire or take up on freight, for the service of the said Company, 
any ship or sliips other than such as shall be contracted for or hired 
in manner hereinafter mentioned ; that is to say, that from time to 

time, 
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time, whenever the said United Company sliall have occasion to con- 
tract for the hire of any ship or ships to be built for tlicir service, the 
Court of Directors of the said United Company shall give notice 
thereof by public advertisement, and therein state the burthen of the 
ship or ships wanted, the dimensions or scantlings of timbers and 
planks, number of guns, manner of building, providing, furnishing, 
and storing such ships, the time to be allowed for building (which 
shall be as long as reasonably may be), and other particulars neces- 
sary to enable persons to judge of the expense . thereof, and the 
proper rate of freight for such ships respectively, or shall refer to 
printed terms and conditions to be delivered by their proper ofliccr; 
and the said advertisement shall fix a time, not less than four weeks 
from the publication thereof, for receiving proposals in writing, sealed 
up, lor building and freighting the same to tlie said Company, such 
proposals to specify the lowest rates of frt‘ight for cacli and every 
voyage in time of peace required for such ships, for siich number of 
voyages, not Jess than six, as the said Court of Directors sliall see fit 
from time to time to fix, to and from India or China, or elsewhere 
within the limits of the charter of the said United Company, to be 
employed in trade and in warfare or otherwise, as shall be tliought 
proper by . the said Company, if the said ships respectively shall so 
long be fit for the Company’s service ; and that all the tenders or pro- 
posals which shall be made in pursuance of such notices shall be put 
into a box locked and scaled, which shall not be opened except pub- 
licly in a Court of Directors, and the contents of such proposals 
respective!)' shall be entered in a book, and the proposals offering the 
lowest peace freight shall be accepted without favour or partiality, 
subject to the several provisions in this act contained ; and in case 
more ships than shall be wanted at the time of considering such pro- 
posals shall he tendered to be built at the same low freight, then the 
(’ourt of Directors sliall determine by lot which of the said propo- 
sals shall he accepted, and the same shall be accepted . accordingly, 
subject to the sevciul provisions in this act contained. 


Ships nwi/ he engaged aj'ler the Expiration <if their Contracts, 

S 3. (;3) And whereas it may happen that ships which may have been 

built for the service of the said United Company, and which have 
performed or completed, or hcreaficr may perform or complete, the 
number of voyages for which they have been or hereafter may be 
contracted to serve the said Company, may be in sound and proper 
condition to perform a further voyage or further voyages in the ser- 
vice of the said United Company; be it therefore further enacted/ that 
it shall and may be law'ful to and for the Court of Directors of die 
said United Company, if they shall see fit, in the manner and ac- 
cording to the provisions herein contained, as to liiring ships to be 
built for the service of the said Company, to advertise for proposals 
for any such ships which have performed and completed, or hereafter 

shall 
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shall have performed and completed the contracts by which they w'cre LAWS, 
built Ibr the said United Company, again to be tendered for the ser- 
vice of tlic said United Company ; and that it shall and may be lawful .1, 

to and for the said Court of Directors again to hire and take up any 
such ship or ships so tendered for the service of the said United ^ 
Company, for an additional voyage, or for sucli number of additional 
voyages to and from India or China, or elsewhere within the limits of 
the charter of the said United Company, as the said Court of Di- 
rectors shall see lit, beyond and after the performance of the voyages 
for which any such ship or ships respectively have been or shall bo 
engaged by any |)rior contract or contracts to serve the said ( -om- 
pany, provided that all such ships shall be lit or shall he capable of 
l)eing repaired and made lit to serve the said Company for such ad- 
ditional voyage or voyages: provided ahvays, that the peace freight 
and additional allowance to be paid for any such ship or ships to be 
taken- up for any additional voyage or voyages shall not exceed ibe 
rate of peace freight paid for such ships resj)eclivcly under the last 
contracts respectively by which they have been engaged in the service 
of the said United Company, together with such additional allowance 
as she might eventually be entitled to under this act, in respect of 
ariy voyage for which she might be alloat to proceed upon in time 
of peace. 

JVar AUowances* 

BesiJes iljo (-1) And be it further enacted, that over and besides § 4. 
poaci‘-trLMj;ht, an peace freight for ships built or to be built and hired 
btf made in iv- 01* to be hired for the service ot the said United Com- 
spert ot' diar^jos pany, the Court of Directors of the said Company 
ii?t!'nw: of war.*^ liberty to make such allowances to the 

owners of the said ships, from voyage to voyage, in 
respect of the additional charges, if any, arising to the said owners in 
time of war or hostilities, or of preparations for war or hostilities, as 
the said Court of Directors sliall tliink right and just. 

Tables of Prices of Building and Oulfil to be prepared annually* 

Tables of the (,5) And bo it further enacted, that the Court of § 
average ]yb.^j(.tQrs of thc s«iid United Company shall, and tlicv 

ing and outfit tor are hereby retiuired to cause to be prepared, once in 
ships, and of the every year, by the master-attendant or other projier 
officer or officers of the said United Company, tables 
. ages for which of the average current prices for thc time being of the 
Imve articles of building and outfit for ships to be engaged 

;w4ucb tables bhall service of the said United Company, and tables 

'ih 11^ of the probable total cost and expense of such build- 
, ^ ing and outfit for the several voyages for which any 
,-ship or ships shall have been contracted for or hired, distinguishing 
■ he probable expense of each voyage of ships of the different si^es 
. actually .engaged or which may be engaged in the service of the said 

Company ; 
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LAWS. Company; which tables, when signed by the master-attendant or 
other proper officer or officers of the said United Company, and when 
5« (ifo. 3, approved and allowed by their Court of Directors, shall be fairly 
c. nji, transcribed and signed by the secretary or assistant-secretary of the 
^ '** said Company, by order of the said Court of Directors, and shall be 
left or hung up in some public office in the East-India House, for the 
perusal and inspection, at seasonable times and in a reasonable man- 
ner, of all persons whom it may concern, with liberty for them, at 
such times and in such manner as aforesaid, to mnke and take copies 
and extracts tliereof ; and the first of such tables or sets of tables 
shall be made and completed within four months next after the passing 
of this act, and afterwards such tables or such sets of tables shall 
from time to time be made and comjileted between the first day of 
June and the first day of October in every year. 

After War^ Tables of Current Prices of OutfiL 
§ fl. (6) And be it further enacted, that from and after .Alkr conrlu- 

tlie conclusion o* any war or hostilities which may 
hereafter take place, when any ship which now is or protojr] on voy- 
hcrcafter shall be in the service of the said United 

^ 1 1 • . . 1 tables orciim*nt 

Company, under or by virtue or any contract made or outfit, 

entered into since the twcnuetli day of November one - "Imt caM* 
thousand eight liundrcd and fifteen, or hereafter to be 
made or entered into, shall come afloat, to proceed what ejisi*s abati- 
upon any voyage in execution of any such contract in 
time of peace, then the Court of J3ircctors shall cause, 
as to all ships now in the service of the said United Company, the 
tables or sets of tallies first to be completed, approved, and allowed 
afler the passing of this act, as hereinbefore mentioned ; and as 
to all ships which shall hereafter be contracted for in time of peace, 
the tables or sets of tables which shall have been completed, ap- 
proved, and allowed next immediately before such ships shall have 
been respectively contracted for ; and as to all ships which hereafter 
shall he contracted for in time of war or hostilities, or of pre- 
parations for war or hostilities, the tables or sets of tables which shall 
have been completed, approved, and allowed next immediately before 
the conimencemcnt of such war or hostilities, or of such preparations for 
war or hostilities, to be compared witli the tables or sets of tables 
which shall have been completed, approved, and allowed, next before 
such ships sludl come afioat in time of peace to proceed on such voyage; 
and if it shall appear on sucli comparison that the probable cost of the 
outfit of such ship for the voyage on wluch such ship shall be about to 
proceed, shall exceed the amount estimated by the tables or sets of tables 
with which such comparison shall be made, as the probable cost of outfit 
of a ship of the same or as nearly as may be of the same size for a simi- 
lar voyage, by onc-tcntli part of such last-mentioned amount, then the 
owners of such ship shall be entitled for that voyage to an additional 

allowance, 
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allowance, at a rate which, calculutcd upon the chartered tonnage of laws. 

such Siiip, sJiall be equal to such prolvble excess, to be determined 

finally and conclusiv;?b by order of the sold Court of Directors : pro- 5^^ 3^ 

vided always, thiit the owner or owners of such ship shall have entered 

into an agTCcmeiu with the said Court of Directors, that if upoii such ^ 

comparison as aforesaid the probable cost of tlie outfit of such ship 

for such voyage as albresaid shall be found to iall below the amount 

estimated by the tables or sets of tables aforesaid by one- tenth part 

of such last-mentioned amount as aforesaid, then the said Court of 

Directors shall be ^ liberty to niahe an abatement from the freight to 

which such ship would be entitled under its contract, at a rate which, 

calculated upon the chartered tonnage of such ship, shall be equal to 

such probable diminution of cost of outfit; the said ahatenicnt to be 

in like manner determined finally and conclusively by the said Court of 

Directors: provided always, that the owners of the several ships 

which are already in the service of the said United Company, under 

contracts made since the twentieth day of November one tlioiisaiul 

eight Imiulrcd and fifteen, sliall not he entitled to any such additional 

allowance, nor siiljeet to any such ahatenicnt, until after a war or 

hostilities sliall have taken place and have been concluded : provided 

also, that tlic owners of ships licjcartcr to be (contracted for in time of 

jieacc to enter into tlie service of the said United Company shall not 

be entitled to any sucli allowance, nor subject to any such abatement, 

in respect of any voyage to bo pcrfoniied during tlie continuance of 

the peace in which the several contracts for such ships shall have been 

entered into : provided also, that such owners of ships hereal’tcr to be 

contracted for in time of war or hostilities to enter into the service of 

tlie said United Conqiany, as sliall have entered into such agreement 

as bcfbrc-nientioned, shall be entitled to a comparison of the costs 

of their outfits respectively, and to any eventual additional allowance 

which may become due to them thereupon in respect of every voyage 

wliich the said ships shall respectively conic afloat to proceed upon in 

time of peace: provided always, that no additional allowance shall 

be jiayable in time of peace to the owners of any ship, under or by 

virtue of this act, for any voyage in reqicct of whicli the nwmers of such 

ship shall be entitled, under or by virtue of this or any former act, to 

any payment in respect of any additional charges arising in time ot' 

war or hostilities, or of preparations for war or hostilities; provided 

also, that any time when owners .of ships shall not be so entitled to 

any payment in respect of any additional charges arising in time of 

war or hostilities, or of preparations for war or hostilities, shall be 

deemed and considered a time of peace within the meaning of this 

act: provided always, that the additional charges (if any) which 

which may be incurred by reason of any ship being built during a 

time of war or liostilities, or of preparations for war or hostilities, shall 

and may be paid to the owners of such ship, although she may come 

afloat to proceed on her first voyage in time of peace. 


Court 
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Cou>i Directors may take up rcady-huUt Ships for ihclf Serviccy vt 
case of utrforeseen Exigency. 

(7) And be it further enacted, that in case of unforeseen exigency, 
which cannot be answered conveniently by any ship or a sufficient 
number of ships in the service of the said Company, and which will 
not admit of delay, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said 
Court of Directors, or for any one of their several Governments 
abroad, to hire any ship or ships which can be procured to answer 
such exigency, provided that public notice shall be given by adver- 
tisement of tlie ships and tonnage wanted ar.d the service recjuired, 
fourteen days at least previous to the time appointed for taking up 
the same ; and the proposals to be made in pursuance of sueli adver- 
tisement shall be pul into a box locked and sealed, which shall not be 
opened except publicly in a Court of Directors, or by the Governor 
and Council or chief agents of the said Company, at any place 
within the limits of the charter of the said Company where it shall 
be necessary to hire any such ship or ships ; and then the lowest 
tender or tenders shall be accepted, without favour or partiality, if it 
or they shall be deemed reasonable, and it‘ upon a due exam inal ion 
and survey the sliip or ships tendered shall appear in all respects fit 
for the service required: provided always, that the engagement or 
employment of such ships shall not extend beyond the duration of the 
particular service for wliich they shall have been specifically liired. 


Ships may be taken u^j for One Voyage by private Contract. 

5 8. (8) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it shall and may 

be lawful to and for the Court of Directors of the said United Com- 
pany, or their said Governments abroad, in cases of unforeseen and 
pressing exigency, to hire and take up by private contract, with or 
without advertising, any ship or sliips whatsoever for any particular 
purpose ; provided that no such ship shall be hired or taken up for 
more than one voyage, and that the reasons for taking up any such 
sliip or ships at home in less time than fourteen days as aforesaid after 
the publication of an advertisement, be stated in the minutes of the 
said Court of Directors, and reported to the Court of Proprietors 
that shall next be holdcii after such hiring and taking up ; and that 
the reasons for taking up any such ship or ships abroad in less time 
than fourteen days after the publication of an advertisement as 
aforesaid, be stated in the minutes of the proceedings of the govern^ 
ment by which such ship or ships shall be taken up, and be commu- 
nicated to the Court of Directors as soon as conveniently may be 
afterwards. 


Court may hire, by private Contract, Ships going out in the Transport 
or other public Service. 

§ (9) Provided always,* and be it further enacted, that it shall and 

may be lawful to and for the said Court of Directors of the said 
United Contpany to hire and take up by private contract, without 

advertising. 
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advertising, any sln’p ur ships engaged or to be engaged in his 
Majesty’s transport or other service to carry convicts or stores to New 
South Wales, the Cape ot* Good Hope, ur Ceylon, or elsewhere 
within the limits of the charter of the said United Company, for the 
purpose of hringing cargoes from China or India, at such rate ol' 
freight and demorage as they shall judge to he reasonable, so as no 
such ship shall be hired or taken up for more than one voyage. 

Court mai/ take up Ships^ xvhtilicr bnill for the Service or /Itr a 
Vo page, out or home to amj Pface except Chhm. 

(10) Provided always, and he it further eiuarted, that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the Court of 13iiec*tors of the said United 
Company, if they shall see fit, in the manner and according to the 
provisions herein contained as to hiring sliips to he built for the si?r- 
vicc of the said Company, to advertise lor hire, and take up for trade 
and warfare and any other service, or for trade only, or any spei:ifie 
service, as the said Court of Directors shall see fit, any ship or ships, 
whether built expressly for the service of the said United Company oi 
any other service, and whether new ship or ships which shall have 
been then before employed in any service* whatsoever, so as the ri*gis- 
tered mcasureni(.*nt of such ships shall not he more than eight 
hundred tons, for one voyage, or for a voyage out or a voyage 
home, as the said ('ourt shall think proper, to and iVorn, or to or from 
any ports or jilaces })ort or place whatsoever within the limits of 
the said Company’s charter, except the. dominions of the I'anperor of 
China. 

IhU not to authorize the Emplopmcnt o/' any Ship under the Measure- 
ment prescribed bp 53 iieo, 11 c, 155. 

(11) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that nothing in this 
act contained shall authorize the employment by the said ('onipany of 
any vessel, the registered measurement of which vessel shall be under 
the burthen prescribed by an act of the fifty-third year of the reign 
of his present Majesty, intituled ‘‘ An Act for continuing in the 
“ East-India Company for a further term the Possession of the 
“ British Territories in India, together with certain exclusive Privi- 
“ leges ; for establishing further Regulations for the Government o(' 

“ the said Territories, and the better Administration of Justice 

within the same ; and for regulating the Trade to and from the 
“ Places within the Limits of the said Company’s Charter;” or which 
may be prescribed by an act hereafter to be passed for vessels carrying 
on trade between the United Kingdom and the places within the 
limits of the East-lndia Company’s charter. 

Provision for building a Ship in room (f one lost. 

G>nmiantl to be (12) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that in ^ i* 

tiiin "of the Tewt which since the twen- 

Sec. tieth day of November one thousand eight hundred and 

2 X fiftecMi 
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fifteen hath been, or which hereafter shall be engaged in the service of 
the said United Company, under a contract to serve the said Com- 
pany for six voyages, hatli been or shall be lost or captured before the 
completion of her fifth voyage, if iip&i a full investigation of the cir- 
cumstances of such loss by the said Court of Directors, or some com- 
mittee thereof, tJie commander and owners of such ship shall be fully 
accjultted from all imputation of neglect or misconduct in respect of 
such loss, in the opinion of eighteen directors at least, at a court 
specially assembled for the purpose of taking the said commander s 
and the owners’ conduct into consideration: provided always, that 
such vote or resolution of the Court of Directors shall be reported 
to a (xcneral Court of Proprietors, and after such report such vote or 
resolution of the said Court of Directors shall be confirmed, by way of 
ballot, by three parts in four of the proprit'tors assembled in general 
court specially convened for tl)at pur[)ose, whi'ieof eight days’ pre- 
vious notice of the time and purpose of such meeling shall be given 
in the London (iazette: then if sucli commander shall be then living, 
or if he shall be dead, then if the chief’ officer of’ the said ship shall be 
living (having already performed one veyage at least as chief or 
second officer), and should have exerled himself honourably for the 
defence and safety of the lost ship, either in fight or distress at sea, 
and shall be ac(|uilted in manner hereinbefore mentioned from all 
imputation of neglect or iniseonduct in respi et of such loss, and such 
acquittal shall also be confirined in manner bercinbeforc mentioned, 
from all imputation of neglect or miseonduet in respect of such loss, 
and such acquittal shall also be confirmed in manner hereinbefore 
mentioned, then it shall and may be lawful for the said Court of Direc- 
tors, on behalf of the said United Company, to enter into an agree- 
ment with tlie owners of sucli ship so lost, or their representatives ; 
or if such owners or their rcj)resentatives should omit or decline for 
the space of three calendar months after the said vote of acquittal to 
enter into such agreement, then it shall be lawful for the said Court of 
Directors, on behalf of the said United Company, to enter into an 
agreement with any person or persons of sufficient responsibility, and 
able to give reasonable security, who shall he nominated in writing 
under the hand of the commander of such lost ship, if such com- 
mander shall be living and able to serve, and if not, then with any 
person 9r persons of sufficient responsibility, and able to give reason- 
able security, who shall be nominated in writing under the hand of 
the chief officer of such lost ship, if he shall be living and able to 
serve, to build another ship of such size as tlic said United Company 
shall have occasion for, to be employed by them for six or more 
voj^ages, as shall he agreed by the said Court of Directors, at the 
lowest rate of peace freight, with the benefit or such other allowances 
as arc provided or permitted by this act to be paid, which shall be 
payable in respect of tlie ship of a similar size, or as near as may be 
ot a similar size to the ship about to be built, which shall Iiave been 

contracted 
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contracted lor lor six voyages at least, last betbre the contract lor the 
ship instead of such lost ship shall bo entered into ; provided always, 
that such shij) so to be built instead of such lost ship shall be com- 
manded in the lirst instance by rtie captain of the lost ship, if he shall 
be living and able to serve, and failing of him, by the said chief oHiccr 
of the lost shi[), if he shall be living and able to serve ; and unless 
either the commander or duel’ ollicer of the lost ship shall be living 
and able to serve, when the contract for building a ship instead ol'the 
lost ship shall be entered into, it shall not hi* lawful for the said 
United Company or iheir Court of Direetors to enter into any agree- 
ment for building a ship instead of such lost ship, otherwise than by 
public competition as hcreiiibelbre mentioned. 


Court shall not be ob/f^etl to cut et into any uhtcasonahle i^ontract^ 

(IS) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that nothing herein 
contained shall extend or he constriieil to extend to oblige the said 
Court of Directors, or any of the (lovernnicnts of the said Company 
abroad, upon any occasion to accept any fender or tenders, [)n)posal 
or proposals, which they shall deem to he unreasonable, and for the 
performance of which reasonable security shall not be given ; or to 
enter into any agreement on any such pro|)osal, although such tender 
or fenders, proposal or proposals, may be fhe lowest and most advan- 
tageous which may be oH’ereil ; nor shall this act, or any thing herein 
contained, extend or be construed to extend to vest in the owner or 
owners of any ship or ships, or any person or persons making or ofter- 
ing any fender or tenders, proposal or proposals, any right or preten- 
sion which such owner or owners, person or persons, would not have 
had if the several provisions hereby repealed or this act had not been 
passed. 

Act not to extend to Vessels bdon^in^ to IVar Marine Establishments in 

India. 

(14) Provided also, that nothing herein contained shall extend or 
he construed to extend in anywise to relate to any of the ships 
or vessels belonging to or employed in the marine war establish- 
ment of the said United ('ompany in the East- In dies ; but it shall 
and may be lawful to and for the said United C!ompany, and their 
Court of Directors and servants abroad, to hire, take up, and em- 
ploy vessels for those purposes only in such manner as they shall 
see fit; nor shall this act extend or be any ways deemed in any 
way to prevent the said United Company, or their Court of Direc- 
tors, or any of their olficers or servants, from causing any goods to 
be loaded and carried on their account on board any private ship 
or vessel, though not chartered to or in the service of the said United 
Company. 


ws. 

ISIS. 
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Cnmjmny s Bi/^Laws, where not mamshient with thin yfet, to ronain 

hi force, 

LAWS. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that all and every 

and so much and such parts of the by-laws, rules, and regulations of 
58 Geo. 4, the said United Company and of their (>ourt of Directors, now in 
15* and hereafter to be made, any way relating to shipping con- 

cerns of the said Company, and to the commanders and officers in 
their service, which are not or shall not be inconsistent with or repug- 
nant to the provisions hereby enacted, shall remain and be of the 
same validity, force, and effect, and shall be observed in like manner, 
to all intents and purposes, as tlie same by-law, rules, and regulations, 
or such parts thereof as aforesaid, would have been in force, and 
ought to have been observed, if this act had not been made, or to 
restrain the said Company from repealing or making any by-laws, so 
as they shall not be inconsistent with the provisions herein contained ; 
this act or any thing herein contained to the contrarj^ thereof in any 
wise notwithstanding. 

Court empowered to make Allownncen to cerinin Ships. 

5 (16) And whereas an act was passed in the last ses- •'>’7 Goo. .‘i, p. 

sion of Parliament, intituled An Act to authorize 
“ the Court of Directors of the East- India Company to make extra- 
“ ordinary Allowances in certain Cases to the Owners of certain 
“ Ships in the Service of the said Company and whereas certain 
sliips now in the service of the said United Company, called the Here- 
fordshire, Atlas, Bridgewater, General Harris, Vansittart, andCTcncral 
Kyd, were excluded from the benefit of the said act, because the 
losses to which the owners of the said ships had been sufijected did 
not arise out of contracts framed in strict conformity to the said act 
of the thirty-ninth of (ieorge HI : and whereas the said contracts, so 
far as they differed from contracts framed in strict conformity with 
the said act of the thirty ninth year of his Majesty’s reign, were 
framed on principles nearly approximating to those which are laid 
down in the present act for the government of all future contracts for 
hiring ships by the East-India Company ; and it is fair and reasonable 
that some additional allowances should now be made to the owners of 
the said six ships, in respect of the voyages performed by them under 
the said contracts since the termination of the war, or still remaining 
to be so performed ; be it therefore enacted, that after the passing of* 
this act it shall and may be lawful for the said Court of Directors to 
make such allowances to the owner or owners of each of the said 
ships, in respect of any voyages performeil since the twentieth of 
November one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, or remaining to be 
performed under their aforesaid contracts, as the said Court of Direc- 
tors would have been empowered to make to the owner or owners of* 

vsuch 
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such ship, if the namo of such ship had been included in the said act 
of tile last session of Parliiiincnt. 

I^ascars Olid Satires of India not to he British Mariners iviihin the 

Meaning of Geo, III, e. 6S. ^ 

(17) Provided al\va3-s, and be it further enacted, that no Asiatic §20. 
sailors, lascars, or natives of of the territories, countries, 
islands, or places within the limits of the charter of the East-India 
(!!oinpany, although born in territories, countries, islands, or places 
under the government of his iMajesty or of the East-India ('ompany, 

shall at any time be deemed or taken to be Eritish sailors, seamen, 
or mariners, within the intent and meaning of an act passed in the 
thirty-fourth year of the reign ol* his late Majesty, intituled “ An 
“ Act for the further Encouragement ofEritish Mariners, and for other 
“ Purposes therein mentioned,’* or of any other act or acts of Par- 
liament relating to the navigation of Eritish ships by subjects of his 
Majesty, for the purpose of entitling any ship or vessel to be deemed 
to be a British ship navigated according to law, and to have the 
privileges and advantages ol* Ib-itish ships having the master and 
three-fourth of the mariners British subjects, any thing in the said 
recited act of the thirty-fourth year tiforcsaid, or in any other act or 
acts of Parliament, or law or laws, to the contrary notwitlistanding : 
providecl also, that it shall be lawful for his iMajesty, by his royal 
proclamation, upon or al’ter the commencement of any hostilities, to 
|)ermit all merchant ships or any other trading vessels, and all pri- 
vateers, to be manned wholly, or in any sucli proportions as shall be 
specified in any such proclamation, with such Asiatic sailors, lascars, 
or natives aforesaid, for and during such periods as shall be specified 
in any such proclamation as aforesaid. 

A Proportion of British Seamen to the Tonnage of any Ship snj/ieicnt, 

(18) And whereas lascars and other natives of the east are not § ji. 
deemed to be ecpial in strength and use to European or other seamen, 

and the requiring the proportion of three-fourths of British seamen in 
ships having as part of the crew lascars and natives of the cast, 
would compel such ships to carry a larger number of British seamen 
than other ships, or to employ a smaller number of lascars and na- 
tives of the cast than would be suflicient to make a proper crew; be 
it therefore enacted, that any ship or vessel duly registered, manned 
in part with lascars or natives of India, which shall be commanded 
by a British master, and navigated by four British seamen, as part of 
the crew, for every hundred tons of her registered burthen, and so in 
proportion for any part of a hundred tons, shall be deemed, con- 
strued, and taken to be navigated according to law as to the crew of 
any such ship or vessel, although the number of such British seamen 
shall not be equal to the proportion of three-fourths of the whole 

2 X 3 crew 
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liA WS. crew of sucli sliip or vessel; any thing in tiny act or acts ol* IVliaineni, 
or law or law's, to the contrary notwitlistanding. 

V. so, fVlicre NionOcr of British Seamen cannot be obtained^ (iovernors maif 

license the Ship to sail. 

2‘j, (19) And whereas it may not always be possible to procure the 

due proportion of British seamen at ports in India for vessels sailing 
from India; be it therefore enacted, that it shall be lawful tor any of 
the (iovernments of the East-lndia Company in India, or for any 
governor or lientetiant-governor of any colony, territory, or island 
belonging to his Majesty, within the limits of the said charter, and 
they and he are hereby required, on application made by the owner 
or commander of any ship or vessel, and after having ascertained by 
due irujuiry that a sufficient number of Jtritish seamen cannot be 
procured ibr the crew of any ship or vessel sailing Irom India, within 
ten days from such application, to certify the same, and license sucli 
ship or vessel to sail and carry on her voyage with a less proportion 
of British seamen than rcMjuired by law ; and every such ship, having 
on board such license and the proportion of British seamen therein 
specified, shall be deemed to be navigated according to law, notwith- 
standing such deficiency of British seamen. 

British Seamen not required on board Vessels emploqeci betivecn Pori 

and Port. 

^ 'JX (5^0) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that nothing in 
this act, or in any other act or acts of Parliament contained, sluill 
e xtend or be construed to extend to rcepiire any number of British 
seamen to be on board as part ol’ tlie crew or mariners of any ship 
or vessel emjiloyed in trade only between ports and places within 
the limits of tlie charter of the said ('om|)any, including the Cape of 
(lood Hope. 

Bepeals, i)'C, 

llepcal of (he trVlh dco. II f cap, 134, so far as relates to Asiatic 

Sailors, SfC, 

f? 1 1. (:^1) And be it further enacted, that I'rom and after the first day 

of June one thousand eight hundred and twenty-lbur, all the provi- 
sions contained in an act passed in the fil'ty-fourth year of the reign of 
his late Majesty King (ieorge III, intituled “ An Act to continue 
until the first day of January one thousand eight lumdred and 
“ sixteen, and to amend several Acts for altering Importations from 
“ and Exportations to the Places within the Limits of the Charter of 
“ the Ivast-India (\>mpany, in Ships not of British-built, and for the 
•* better Maintenance and Care of Lascars and other Asiatic Seamen 
“ arriving in this Kingdom,*' relative to Asiatic, sailors, lascars, or 
natives of any territories, countries, or places within the limits of the 
charter of the said United Company, shall be and arc hereby rcpcal- 
('d ; save and except as to the recovery of any sum or sums of money 
which ha\e become or may become due on any bond or bonds which 


may 
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may liave been or ought to have been entered into before the said lirst I,A Ws. 
day of June one tlioiisand eiglit luindred and twenty-four, or of any “7^- 
Sinn or sums ol* money which have otherwise become or may l)ecome ’ 1 

due by virtue of the said act, before the said first day of June one c. 80, 

thousand eiglit hundred and twenty-four, all which sums of money ^ 

shall and may be recovered in the same manner as if this act had 
not been passed ; any thing lierein contained to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Governor Fort IViUinm to make Rules, S^c. xvilh respect to Masters, 

Vessels I railing under this Act, 

(22) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to § -r>. 
and for the Governor-General of Fort-William in Bengal, in council, 
and he is hereby required, as soon as may be, to make, ordain, and 
publish, and from time to time, as occasion nui}' require, to rejieal 
and alter, and newly to make, ordain, and publish, such rules and 
regulations, to be observed by masters, officers, and owners of ships 
and vessels trading under the authorit}^ of this act, the crews of 
wliich ships or vessels shall be wholly or in part composed of Asiatic 
sailors, lascars, or natives of any of the territories, countries, islands, 
or places within the limits of* the charter of the said United Com- 
pany, for the due supiily of provisions, clothing, anil otlier necessary 
accommodation of such Asiatic sailors, lascars, and natives aforesaid, 
whilst they shall be on board such ships or vessels, and whilst absent 
from the countries or plaix's to which they shall respectively belong, 
and until they sliall be carried back to the idaees to which they 
may belong, or from whence they may have been brought, and for 
the conveyance back of such Asiatic sailors, lascars, or natives as 
aforesaid, within a reasonable lime to be fixcil by such rules or 
regulations. 

Such Rules and Rep^ulatious In he observed as if l^arl of this Act, 

(23) And be it further enacted, that all such rules and regulations, § 2/:. 
until they shall be re|)ealed or altered, shall be observed and perform- 
ed according to the true ijjtcnt and meaning thereof, in like manner 
as if they had been herein inserted and hud tormed part of this act ; 
and a copy of all and every such rules and regulations, signed and 
autlienlicated as such by the secretary for the time being of the Go- 
vernment of llcngal, or by the secietary for the time being of the said 
l.-nitcd Company, shall be deemed and received and taken, in and by 
all courts, justices, and other persons, as full, suHieient, and eonehi- 
sivc evidence of such rules and regulations. 

Masters to wake out Lists of even/ Lascar, tSr, on hoard, htfore such 
Ship admitted to Entrij, 

(21) And he it further enacted, tliat the master or otlier person 07. 
having tlie command of every ship or vessel trading under the autho- 
rs X i rity 
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LAWS, rity of tills act, which frani and after the passing of this act shall 
IK.rj arrive at any port in the United Kingdom of (xreat Britain or Ireland, 

I (iJo. i, and which shall have on hoard, or which during any part of her voyage 
c. HO, shall have had on hoard, oillier as part of her crew or in any other 
^ character, or lor any other reason, any Asiatic sailor, lascar, or native 

of any of the territories, countries, islands, or places within the limits 
oi* tlie charter of the said United Company, betore such ship or vessel 
shall he admitted to entr^s shall make out and exhibit to the principal 
oiliceis of the customs, or other person tliereunto lawfully authorized, 
a true and perfect list and description of every such Asiatic sailor, 
lasear, or native aforesaid, which shall then be, or who during any 
part of her voyage shall have been on hoard such ship or vessel, with 
a true account and statement what shall have become of every such 
Asiatic sailor, lascar, and native aforesaid, who may have been and 
shall not then be on board. 

Penalty J'or Breach n/\Regulations relative to JMScars, 

§ 2H. (25) And be it further enacted, that for every breach or non- 

observance of any rule or regulation to he made in pursuance of 
this act, in relation to Asiatic sailors, lascars, or natives aforesaid, 
which shall have happened or taken place, and for every omission to 
make out and exhibit such list, description, account, or statement of 
and respecting all such Asiatic sailors, lascars, or natives aforesaid 
as herein is reijuired, the master or commander, and all and every the 
owners and owner of the sliip or vessel on board which any such 
Asiatic sailor, lascar, or native aforesaid shall he or shall have been, 
shall lorfeit the sum of ten pounds for every Asiatic sailor, lascar, or 
native aforesaid, in rcspe<!t of whom such brcacli, iion-obscrvance, 
omission or defect shall have happened or taken place, to he recovered 
against the master, commander, and owners jointly or severally, by 
hill, plaint, information, or action, in any of his Majesty’s Courts of 
Itecord in the United Kingdom of (ireat Britain and Ireland, or in 
tlie Kast-Indies or elsewhere, to he commenced in the county or 
presidency or place where any such oflender may happen to be, or 
by conviction in a summary way before two justices of the jicace in 
the I'nited Kingdom, or in the East-Indies, of the county or presi- 
dency where any such olfendcr may happen to be; and of which sum 
and sums so to he forfeited, one-third part thereof shall go, belong, 
and he paid to the person or persons who shall inform or sue for the 
same, and the other two-third parts thereof shall be paid to such 
person or persons as the court or justices before whom the same shall 
he recovered shall award, to be applied in payment or rciuihurscment 
of any expense which may have been incurred by or for tlie use of the 
Asiatic sailor, lascar, or native aforesaid, or the respective Asiatic 
sailors, lascars, or natives aforesaid, in respect of whom such for- 
feiliiic or forfeitures shall have been recovered, or in such other 
manner, for his or their maintenance, relurn home, or benefit, tis the 

court 
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romi or justices betore whom the same sliall be recovered shall LAWS, 
direct* 182 T 

4 Gt‘o. 4, 

(^mvictions lo be dratvn up tn the fbtloxmug Form. c. 80, 

(2(i) And for the more easy and speedy conviction of the offenders § 20. 
under this act, be it further enacted, that tlic justices of the peace 
before whom any person or persons shall be convicted of any offence 
under this act, shall and may cause the conviction to be drawn up in 
the following f\)rm of words, or in any other form of words to the like 
clfcci, as the case may liapptm ; videlicet^ 

Form of convic- “ He it remembered, that on the day 

“ of , in the year of our Lord 

“ A. H. [the offender or offenders] is 

“ [or are] convicted before us, two ()f his Majesty’s justices of the 
“ peace for [the county or presidency, as the case may be], by virtue 
“ of an act made in the f’ourth year of the reign of his Majesty King 
“ (ieorge (he Fourth, intituled [setting forth the title of this act] of 
“ having [here state the offence or offences] which offence [or offences 
“ as the case may be] has, by confession of the offender [or offenders, 

“ or the oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses, as the case 
“ may be] ; for which said offence [or offences, as the case may be] 

“ we tlo adjudge that the said offender [or olfeiiders] hath [or have] 

“ forfeited and do pay the sum of [the amount forfeited] ; one-third 
“ part whereof we do order and direct to be paid to [the informer] 

“ and the other two-thirds thereof to C. 1). and F. F. [such persons 
‘‘ as the said justices shall direct], to be applied [in such manner as 
the c ase may recpiire] pursuant to the provisions of the said act. 

“ (liven under our hands and seals the day and year first above 
written.” 

Uecovnp of Permit ies. 

(:ll) And be it further enacted, that all sums of mone*} of wliich §;ui. 
any peison shall be so convicted as aforesaid, shall and may be levied 
by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the offender ; and 
that for want of suHicient distress every such offender may be com- 
mitted to prison in the common gaol or house of correction, for the 
space of three calendar months. 

Lascars, SfC. convicted rj' Vagrancy, 

(28) y\nd whereas it may happen that Asiatic sailors, lascars, and ^ .^| 
natives (aforesaid, may refuse to accept the maintenance to be pro- 
vided for them under the rules and regulations before referred to, or to 
return home in the ships or vessels which nmhy be engaged for that 
purpose ; be it therefore enacted, that if any such Asiatic sailor, las- 
car, or native aforesaid, shall at any time be convicted of an act of 
vagrancy under any of the laws in force in the United Kingdom 
respecting vagrants, it shall and may be lawful to and for the justice 
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LAWS, or justices or magistrates before whom such conviction sl}all take 

— 7 place, to order and direct tliat he sluill be shipped on board any ship 

4 Goo. 4 vessel bound to the place, or as near as may be to the place to 
*•. «0, which he shall belong, or from which he shall have been brought, and 

^ the commander of which shall be willing to take charge of him in order 

to his being returned thereto, at the expense of the person or persons 
liable under any rule or regulation to be made as before-mentioned, 
or of any other person being otherwise willing to defray the same ; 
and it shall and may be lawful for the commander of any such ship or 
vessel having taken charge of such vagrant, and he is hereby reejuired 
to keep and detain him on board his ship for the voyage for which he 
shall be shipped. 

Proceedings not to he quashed Jor IVanl of Form. 

5 :J2. (29) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that no conviction? 

order, or proceeding to be made or had by or before any justices of 
the peace, or other magistrate, by virtue of this act, shall be quashed 
or vacated for want of form, and that the order of such justices or 
other magistrates shall be final, and that no proceedings of any such 
justices or other magistrates in pursuance of this act shall be re- 
movable by certiorari or otherwise. 

Actions to be commenced tvithin 2'hrce Months. 

5 X\. (30) And be it further enacted, that if any action or suit shall be 

commenced against any person or persons for any thing done in pur- 
suance of this act, then and in every such case such action or suit shall 
be commenced or prosecuted wdthin three months after the fact com- 
mitted, and not afterwards; and the same and every such action or 
suit shall be brought in the county or place w here the cause of action 
shall have arisen, and not efsewherc; and the defendant or defen- 
dants in every such action or suit shall and may plead the general 
issue, and at the trial thereof give this act and the special matter in 
evidence ; and if the matter or thing complained of shall appear to 
have been done under the authority and in execution of this act, or if 
any such action or suit shall be brought after the time limited for 
bringing the same, or be brought and laid in any other county or 
place than as afore-mentioned, then the jury shall find for the defen- 
dant or defendants ; and if the plaintiff shall become nonsuit, or dis- 
continue his or her action after the defendant shall have appeared, or 
have a verdict against him or her, or if, upon demurrer, judgment 
shall be given against the plaintiff, the defendant shall and may re- 
cover treble costs, and have the like remedy for recovery thereof as 
any defendant or defendants hath or have in any cases of law. 

Company to supply all Necessaries for distressed Lascars^ and may 
recover Expense from Oxmers, 

^ .;.i (31) And be it further enacted, that if any Asiatic sailor, lascar, or 

native of any of the territories, countries, islands, or places within the 

limits 
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limits of tlic charter of the said United Company, having been brought 
to the United Kingdom on board any ship or vessel not being a ship 
ol* war in the service of his Majesty, shall from and after the passing 
of this act be found within the United Kingdom in distress for want 
of food, clothing, or other necessaries, it shall be lawful for the said 
United (Company to supply necessary and reasonable relief to such 
perjtons, aud to maintain them until they shall be sent on board some 
ship bound for some place within the limits albresaid; and also to pay, 
defray, and advance the money necessary to procure such persons 
proper and suflicieut passage to their homes or places from which they 
were brought ; and all such sums as the said Company shall pay for 
or on account of such relief* or maintenance, or ])assage home, shall 
constitute and become a joint and several debt due to the said Com- 
pany from the commaiulcr, owner or ow ners of such ship, on board 
whereof such person nr persons shall have been brought into the said 
Unitc<l Kingdom, and shall be recoverable as so much money paid to 
and for the use of such owner or owners in any of* tiui courts of 
the said United Kingdom, or in the East-Indies, if the owner shall 
reside tlu‘re, in wliich actions or suits for the recovery of debts may 
be sued or prosecuted ; aud in all such actions and suits where the 
said Company shall recover, they shall be entitled to receive full costs 
of suit. 

Manifest to he 'prodneed before clearing Colonies, 

I’o l)u |>r(itiiuv<I (1^2) And be it further enacted, that before any ship 
cleared out or depart 1‘rom any place in any 
of the Ihitish possessions abroad, or frotn any place in 
Cliiiia, with any goods for the United Kingdom or f*or the Isle ol* Man, 
the master of* such sliip shall |)rodiice the manifest to the collector or 
comptroller of the customs, or other proper officer, w ho sliall certify 
upon the same the date of the production thereof to him : provided 
alw'ays, that in all places within the territorial possessions of the East- 
India Company, the servant of the said (’orupany by whom the last 
despatches of such ship shall he dolivered, shall be the proper officer 
to authenticate the manifest as aforesaid, and in all places in China the 
cliicf supercargo of the said C’onipany shall he the proper officer for 
such purpose. 

Registry of Ships. 

N'o vosso) to (33) And be it further enacted, tliat no sJiip or 
mitn vessel sliall be entitled to any of tlic privileges or 

advantages of a British registered ship, until the person 
or persons claiming property therein shall have caused the same to be 
registered in manner hereinafter mentioned, and shall have obtained a 
certificate of such registry from the person or persons authorized to 
make such registry, and grant such certificate as Iicreinafter directed. 

(31) Aud 
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(34) And be it further enacted, that the persons 
authorized and required to make such registry and 
grant such certificates, shall be the collector and 
comptroller of his Majesty’s customs in any port in 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
in the Isle of Man respectively, in respect of ships or 
vessels to be there registered ; and the principal offi- 
cers of his Majesty’s customs in the islands of Guernsey 
or Jersey, together with the governor, lieutenant-go- 
vernor, or Commander-in-chief of those islands respec- 
tively, in respect of ships or vessels to be there regis- 
tered ; and the collector and comptroller of his Majes- 
ty’s customs of any port in the colonies, plantations, 
islands, and territories to his Majesty belonging in Asia, 
Africa, and America, together with the governor, lieu- 


Pprsons a lit lie- 
rizL'd to nialvc' re- 
gistry and grain 
cerU’fii-atc's.— 
Provision as to 
vessels registered 
atM.ilta,Oihn.U 
tar, or Heligo- 
land. — Certain 
powers of eol lec- 
tors and comp- 
trollers, liy uliom 
to be exercised in 
cxradn cases. — 
Acts may be done 
by two cominis- 
doners of cus- 
toms in Eng- 
land, Ireland, 
and Scotland, 
aiul by gover- 


tenant-governor, or commander-in-chief of such colo- 
nies, plantations, islands, and territories respectively, registered.*^ 
in respect of ships or vessels to be there registered ; and 
the collector of duties at any port in the territories under the govern- 
ment of the Easi-India Company^ and other territories belonging to 
his Majesty mthin the limits (f the charter of' the said Qompany^ 
payable to the said Company^ or any other person of the rank in the 
said Company s service of senior merchant^ or of six years standing in 
the said service, being respectively appointed to act in the execution 
of this act by any of the governments of the said Company in India, 
in any ports in tvhich there shall be no collector and comptroller of 
his Majesty s customs, in respect of ships or vessels to be there regis- 
tered ; and the governor, lieutenant-governor, or commander-in-chief 


of Malta, (ribraitar, Heligoland, and Cape of Good Hope respectively, 
in respect of ships or vessels to be there registered : provided always, 
that no ship or vessel shall be registered at Malta, Gibraltar, or Heli- 


goland, except such as arc wholly of the built of tliosc places respec- 
tively, and such ships or vessels shall not be registered elsewlicre ; and 
that such ships or vessels so registered shall not be entitled to the 
privileges and advantages of British ships, in any trade between the 
said United Kingdom and any of the colonies, plantations, islands or 
territories in America to his Majesty belonging ; provided also, that 
wherever in and by this act it is directed or provided that any act, 
matter, or thing, shall and may be done or performed by, to, or with 
any collector and comptroller of his Majesty’s customs, the same shall 
or may be done or performed by, to, or with the principal officers of 
customs in the islands of Guernsey or Jersey, together with the gover- 
nor, lieutenant-governor, or coramander-in-chief of those islands respec- 
tively, and also by, to, or with such collector or other person in India 
in the service of the East-India Company, as aforesaid, and also by, 
to, or with the governor, lieutenant-governor, or commandcr-in-chief 
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of Malta, Gibraltar, Heligoland, or Cape of Good Hope, and accord- LAWS, 
ing as the same act, matter, or thing is to he done or performed at the 
said several and respective places, and within the jurisdiction of the ^ Ooo. 4, 
said several persons respectively: provided also, that wdierever in and c. 110, 
by this act it is directed or provided that any act, matter, or thing ^ 
shall or may he done or performed by, to, or with the commissioners 
of his Majesty’s customs, the same shall or may he done or performed 
by, to, or with the said commissioners, or any two or more of them, in 
England, Ireland, or Scotland respectively, and also by, to, or with the 
governor, lieutenant-governor, or commander-in-chief of any place 
where any ship or vessel may he registered under the authority of this 
act, so far as such act, matter, or thing can be applicable to the regis- 
tering of any ship or vessel at such place. 

Wlirtt ships are And be it further enacted, that no ship or § 5. 

vessel shall be registered, or having been registered, 
shall he deemed to be duly registered by virtue of this 
act, except such as are wholly of the built of the said United Kingdom 
or of the Isle of Man, or of the islands of Guernsey or Jersey, or of 
some of the colonies, plantations, islands, or territories in Asia, Africa 
or America, or of Malta, ( Gibraltar, or Heligoland, which belong to 
his Majesty, his heirs or successors, at the time of the building of 
such ships or vessels, or such ships or vessels as shall have been con- 
demned in any court of admiralty as prize of war, or such ships or 
vessels as shall have been condemned in any competent court as 
forfeited for the breach of the laws made for the prevention of the 
slave trade, and which shall wholly belong and continue wholly to 
belong to his Majesty’s subjects, duly entitled to be owners of ships 
or vessels registered by virtue of this act. 


BY-LAWS. 

Company s Money only, to be invested in Shipping for the Company, 

It is ordained, that the Court of Directors shall not invest any of «•. la, (j i. 
the Company’s money in shipping, excepting for the service of the 
Company. 

Act consolidating Shipping Laxvs to be By-Laxvs, 

That all the provisions regulating the mode of building, hiring, and § u. 
contracting for ships for the service of the Company, which arc con- 
tained in the act of the 58th Geo. Ill, cap. 83, intituled An Act 
“ to amend and reduce into one Act the several Laws relating to 
“ the Manner in which the East-India Company are required to hire 
“ Ships,” shall be and be considered as by-law's of this Company. 

Directors not to be. concerned in Shipping, 

That no Director of this Company shall, directly or indirectly, § fj. 
tender to the Court of Directors any ship or vessel of which he shall 

be 
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Bt-Laws. bean owner or part-owner; and that in case any ships or shares oi’ 
c iT*"§ i service of the said Company shall come to a Director by 

bequest or marriage, or as next of kin of any person who shall die 
intestate, such Director shall give notice in writing to the Court of 
Directors of his being so interested, and shall sell and dispose of his 
interest in such shipping within twelve months next after the same 
shall have accrued, or in default thereof shall be liable to be removed 
from the office of a Director. 

Tenders to express Oxmicrs Names. 

5 A. That the Court of Directors shall not acce])t the tender of any 
ship but such as shall be first made by one or more of the owners 
in writing, wherein shall be expressed the names of all the other 
owners. 

Ships to be employed in Uotnlion. 

§ Ti. That all the ships from time to time in the Company’s service, 

according to their respective sizes and the places they shall be most 
proper to be sent to, shall be employed iji rotation according to the 
times of their return from any voyage, as often as the affairs ol* tlu' 
Company shall require tlieir services ; and the owners shall from tinu? 
to time enter into charter-parties for each voyage, giving the like; 
powers and authorities to the Company and their Court of Directors, 
committee, agents, and servants, respecting the said ships, and the 
owners, commanders, and officers thereof, as have been accustomed, 
with power of making such variations in and additions thereto, from 
time to time, as circumstances in the judgment and according to tlie 
discretion of the said Court may require. 

List of Commanders and Officers to he kept. 

§ ('>. That the Court of Directors shall, as soon as reasonably may be, 

from time to time, preserve and keep a list oi^ register of all existing 
commanders and sworn officers which have been or shall be employed 
in the Company’s European marine service, except commanders and 
officers who have been or shall be dismissed or removed for misbe- 
haviour, or shall have resigned and quitted the service ; and all the 
commanders and sworn officers of ships already built, now building, 
or hereafter to be built for the service of this Company, or taken up 
as regular ships, shall be selected from such list or register, but with 
liberty to admit new officers to the lowest stations of sworn officers as 
the service may require, with Uie approbation of the Court of Direc- 
tors, so as always to keep up a sufficient number of commanders and 
officers regularly bred in the service. 

Commanders and Officers not to be sworn till duly qualified. 

5 7. That no commander or officer shall be sworn, or allowed to be 

employed as a commander or officer of any ship or ships as aforesaid, 
until he shall have been examined in the manner which hath been 

usual. 
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usual, and sliall be found and certified to be duly qualified for the Hv-Laws. 
station be is to be employed in, according to the standing rules and ^ 

regulations of the Court of Directors respecting officers and com- 
manders now existing, or such others as they shall from time to time 
make in this behalf; which rules and regulations shall and may from 
time to time be varied and altered, as circumstances in the judgment 
of the said Ck)urt of Directors may require. 

Court ()f l^ircctoj's loj'rantc Iiides as to the Pftj/ and Privdc^c of Com- 
manders and Officers. 

That the said Court of Directors shall from time to time make such 5 
standing rules and regulations as shall appear to them to be just and 
proper, to ascertain the pay and privilege of the commanders and 
officers to be ernpIo3'ed in the Conipaiiy’s ships as aforesaid, and the 
same shall be complied with by the owners ol‘ the ships, and the 
owners shall he restrained from removing any commander, or dimi- 
nishing any })ay or privilege assigned to any commander or officer after 
he or they shall have been regularly appointed and confirmed, without 
the permission of the Court of Directors. 

No Office in Ships to be sold. 

That no commander, owner, or part-owner of any ship freighted by § '»• 
the Court of Directors, shall sell any office of mate, purser, gunner, 
boatswain, or any inferior office, or take any fee or reward whatsoever, 
directly or indirectly, for any of the said offices or employments on 
board any ships so freighted, and that upon proof made thereof’ to 
the Court of T^ircctors, such commander, mate, purser, gunner, boat- 
swain, nr other inferior officer shall be discharged the service of this 
Company ; and that any owner, part-owner, or commander of any 
ship freighted as aforesaid who shall sell any such office as aforesaid, 
upon proof made thereof to the said Court of Directors, shall forfeit 
to the Company, for every such offence, double the sum for which any 
such office shall be sold, to be deducted out of the freight and demo- 
rage to grow due for the said ship. 

Charter-Parties to proxnde for ejecting the Bij-Lnuos. 

That in all the charter-parties and agreements relating to shipping, § lo. 
proper clauses shall be inserted for the carrying into effect all these 
by-laws relating to shipping, and to the commanders and officers of 
ships. 

No Part-Oimcr to sell anij Post on board Ship. 

That hereafter no owner or part-owner of any ship, or an}'” coin- § 1 1 . 
mander or other person shall, directly or indirectly, sell or take au}^ 
gratuity or consideration, nor shall any [lerson or persons buy, pay, or 
give any gratuity or consideration for the command of any ship or 
ships to be freighted to the Company ; and in case any such contract, 
payment, or gift shall be made, the commander or intended com- 
mander 
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By-Tmws. inandcr concerned therein shall from thenceforth be incapable (»t* 
being employed or of serving the Company in any capacity whatstJ- 
^ * ever ; and it shall be lawful for the Court of Directors to discharge 

the ship from the Company s service, if they shall think fit: and more* 
over, the respective parties to such contract receiving, paying, or 
giving, or contracting to pay, receive, or give, shall severally pay 
damages to the Company at the rate of double the sum received, or 
to be received, paid, or given, and all the parties shall be obliged to 
discover such transactions as aforesaid, and all the (-ircumstances 
relating thereto, by answer, upon oath, to a bill in equity, and shall 
not plead or demur thereto ; and for that purpose proper clauses shall 
be inserted in all shipping agreements. 
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Mu. Fox, on nioviiij^ tlio rrsolnlions adoplctl l)y Pai lijinu nl 
in ISOf), l)y which the slave-trade is lUscrihetl Id hi^ conirarv 
to the principles oFjustict?, hiiinanily, and sound policy,” ile- 
cliircd, that so fully was he iin])ivssed with the vast importance 
and nccessily of attaining wliat would be the object of his 
motion that night, that if, during the almost forty years that he 
had had the honour of a seat in Parliament, he had been st» 
fortunate as to accomplish that, and that oidy, he should think 
lie had done enough, and could retire from public life with 
comfort, and conscious satisfaction tliat he liad done his duty. 

It pleased Proviileiice to deprive the country of the servici's 
of that eminent statesman, at the close of the year in which 
he made the above declaration ; but it has l)een j^ermitteil to 
Mr. Wilberforce to witness, in tlie honourable retirement which 
he has clioseii, the success attendant upon his unceasing elTbrts 
ill the cause of sulferiiig liumanity. 

In very briefly adverting to a few of the details coiinecte<l with 
the measures wliicli have been adopted for the abolition of 
the slave-trade, there is not the sliglitest desire to aild to tluj 
excitement whicli the discussion of the subject luis invariably 
occasioned. The determination of the Legislature to pur- 
sue a course of tcmjierate but authoritative admonition,” 
founded upon the resolutions adojited in May 1823, and the 
disposition manifested by liis Majesty’s Government to afford 
every facility to the discovery and suppression of the illicit 
traffic, is calculated to encourage the most sanguine expec- 
tations tliat the total abolition will be gradually, but scciindy 
effected, 
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The Englisli arc stated to have been engaged in the traffic in 
slaves in 1562;^ when tlirec ships were fitted out from tins coun- 
try for the coast of Guinea: from whence they sailed with 
negroes for Hispaniola, wlicre they were sold as slaves, and a 
return cargo of hides, sugar, and ginger, shipped for England* 
From 1752 to 17(>2, 71,115 negroes were imported into 
Jamaica, at an average jiricM* of £20 each slave. Tlie returns 
in the latter year rated ‘he imniber of slaves at 1 li0,4.(vl. Gene- 
ral O^Iara, the governor 4>r S.'iiegaiiibia, reported in 1700 that 
the number of negroes annually ?ihipj)ed from Africa amounted 
to 70,000 ! 

The Legislature of Jamaica, in 1771, liivied a tluty of £5 on 
every slave imported, not so much on account of the revenue 
as a measure of sclf-pieservation, intended to cheek the ex- 
cessive importation of negroes : which had become an olijeci 
of much apprehension, the luimber on the island being nearly 
220,000, of whom 50,000 were fencible men, w hilst the white 
population, of every description, did not exceed 1(J,000. 

In April 1774, the House of Commons resoivtiti to institute 
an inquiry into the state of the African trade, and the appli- 
cation of the sum annually voted by Parliament, amounting 
in the aggregate for the preceding sixteen 3'cars to nearly 
£400,000. It clearly appeare<l that the governors of the forts 
on the coast hac! ^ iCngn^ssed more than one-half of tlic whole 
British trade, and having tlic pre-emption of the best slaves, 
they engaged very largely in that traffic. 

In 1788, Mr. Wiibcrforcc gave notice of his intention to 
bring in a bill respecting the slave-trade. Mr. Fox also signi- 
fied that he proposed to bring the subject before Parliament. 
On the 11th February in that year, the King in council directed 
the Committee of Council for Trade to inquire into the stale 
of that part of Africa where the slaves were bought, the manner 
of obtaining them, the mode of their transportation and sale, 
and the effects of the slave trade upon the colonies and general 
commerce of the kingdom. The report was favourable to die 
state of Africa for commerce ; it described the negroes as gene- 
rally mild and inoffensive, but stated that the slave-trade had 
a natural tendency to make both the natives xuid the people 
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employed in it ferocious.’^ It was asserted that shivos w^ere 
bred up for sale as cattle in other countries; many were also 
made slaves for debt; aiul when the dcinand was {Treat, the 
KinlT^s chief’* aiul black traders nnide no scruple of sei/ing and 
carrying olf the inhabitants ol' whole villagi\s. '^llie mode of 
tlieir being brouglit dov/n to the coast, of their sliipinent, and 
of tile treatment of them during the voyage, are described in 
terms calculated to excite leelings of liorror and astonish- 
ment, that lininim beings weni Ibiiiul capable of embarking 
in .such an abominable traffic. Tlie lamentable ellects of tlie 
slave-trade upon the seanuai engaged in it were likewise 
ajiparcnt: the vdiole of the habitable ]>avl of the vessel beinjT 
filled with the living cargo, the seamen laid no place, to loilgo in 
during the voyage iVoiu Africa to the West-indies, usually 
termed the middle-passage; they were consequently obliged to 
sleep upon the booms, under the booms in the Iioats, in llu; 
tops, or wherever tiny could find any spare room above deck, 
wliere, if they had not an awning, they w<.*re exjiosed to the 
scorching heat of tin? sini, and iVecpienlly to torrents of rain. 
There were ve]^ealed complaints of l>ad aiul scanty provisions 
and water, and of cruel treatment, for the purpose, as wa.s 
alleged, of provoking l!ie seamen to desert from their vessels 
in the W’^est-Tiidies, that their wages might be lorfeitctl to tlie 
owners: this Avas exemplified by the return rolls of seaineu 
embarked in eighty-eight vessels in 178(> anil 1787 ; the num- 
ber shipped being 3,170; of that number, 61-2 ilied, or were 
lost; 1,100 were discharged or deserted, leaving only l,4r28 who 
returned to Englaiul ! It was calculated that three times as 
many seamen were lost in the slave-trade as in all other 
branches of trade put together. 

In 1778 an act was passed to regulate the shipping aiu! 
carrying slaves in Jlritish vessels JVom the coast ol‘ Airica; 
commissioners were at the same time appointed to investigate 
the claims which might be preferred on account of loss^js .siii - 
fered by the operation of that act. In 1780, the act wa.s renewed, 
and some additions were made to prevent the turning olf of the 
seamen in the Wcst-Indics, or treating them barbarously and 
starving them, in order to force them to desert their vessels and 
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forfeit tlieir wages; the wages due to deserters were no longer 
to sink into the pockets of the owners, but to be paid to Green- 
wich Hospital. In 1701, tlic Sierra Leone Company was esta- 
blished by Act of Parliament. The gentlemen who originated 
it believed that the tratle in slaves was an insuperable obstacle 
to the civilization and cultivation of Africa, and that if those 
objects were duly attended to and encouraged, Africa might 
soon become a source of raw material, and the mart of an 
extensive trade for Ilritish maniilacturcs. 

This opinion appears to receive confirmation from the work 
just published by Major Denham and Capt. Clappertoii on their 
discoveries in Southern and Central Africa, in 1825. Speaking 
of the province of Bornou, which, with one exception, is the 
most important power in Central Africa, the natives are de- 
scribed as being desirous of exchanging whatever their country 
produces for the manufactures of the more enlightened nations 
of the north. Unfortunately, the principal return which Moor- 
ish merchants obtain for their goods consists in slaves. These 
unhappy victims are handed over to the Tripoli and Fezzaii 
traders, who are waiting with their northern produce to tempt 
the cupidity of the slave merchants of Soudan, Bornou being 
only a place of rendezvous. Neither the Sheikh himself nor the 
Bornou people carry on this traffic without feelings of disgust, 
wdiich even habit cannot conquer. Of the existence of a foreign 
slave trade, or one which consigns the unfortunate creatures to 
Christian masters, they are not generally aw^arc at Bornou. 

The eagerness,” Major Denham observes, with which all 
classes listened to our proposals for establishing a frequent 
communication by means of European merchants, and the pro- 
tection promised by the Sheikh to such as shall arrive within 
the sphere of his influence, particularly if they were English, 
excites an anxious hope that some measures will be adopted 
for directing the labours of a population of millions to some- 
thing more congenial to humanity and philanthropy than the 
practice of a system of predatory warfare, which has chiefly 
for its object the procuring of slaves as the readiest and most 
valuable property to trade with on every appearance of the 
merchants from the north at their markets.” 


In 
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In 1792, five huudred and iiiiiotecn petilioiis were presented 
to Parliament, praying an abolition of llie slave-trade. 

In 1791, a bill passed the House of Commons for abolishing 
that branch of the slave-tnide which supplied foreign colonies 
with slaves, but it was thrown out in tlie Lords. 

In 1797, tlic 37th Geo. Ill, cap. 119, was passed, declaring 
that negroes were no longer liable to be seized and sold for the 
debts of their proprietors. 

In 1799, the 39th Geo. Ill, cap. SO, was passed, under which 
no ship could enter or clear out for the purpose of shipping or 
carrying slaves from Africa, except at the ports of London, 
Liverpool, and llristol. That act contained a provision against 
the recovery, under a policy of insurance, for loss on account 
of throwing slaves overljoard ! 

It has already been oI}served, that in 180G, Mr. Fox brought 
Ibrwartl a motion for the abolition of the slave-trade. The 
resolution adopted was in the following terms : “ That this 
House, conceiving tlie African slave-trade to be contrary to 
the principles of justice, humanity, and sound poliqy, will, 
‘‘ with all practicable expedition, proceed to take eflccLual 
measures for abolishing the said trade, in such manner and 
‘‘ at such period as may be deemed advisable.” A confe- 
rence was desired Avith the Lords upon a matter in which the 
reputation of the country for humanity, justice, and sound po- 
licy was deeply interested. An address was voted to his Majesty, 
beseeching his Majesty to take measures lor establishing, by 
ncgociation with foreign powers, a concert and agreement for 
abolishing the African slave-trade. Gn the 25th March 1807, 
the 47th Geo. Ill, cap. 36, was passed for the abolition of the 
trade from the 1st May 1807. 

On the 15th June 1810, the House of Commons resolved 
iwmine cantradicentej that an humble address be presented to his 
“ Majesty, expressive of their deep regret that the efforts used 
‘‘ to induce foreign nations to concur in relinquishing the dis- 
“ graceful commerce of the African slave-trade has been at- 
‘‘ tended with so little success also, the surprise and indigna- 
tion which the House felt at learning that persons in this country 
had not scrupled to continue, in a clandestine and fraudulent 
manner, the detestable traffic in slaves, and that early in the 

2 V 3 ensuing 



SLAVE-TRADE. 


cm 

ensuing session the House determined to take into considera- 
tion such measures as would tend effectually to prevent such 
daring violation of the law. An act was accordingly passed in 
May 1811, for rendering more effectual the provisions con^- 
tained in the act of 1807, declaring that any subject or persons 
residing in the United Kingdom, or in any of the dominions 
belonging to his Majesty, or under the government of the East- 
India Company^ carrjdng on the slave trade, should be declared 
felons. 

In Ma}^ 1823, Mr. Fowell Buxton, a zealous advocate for 
the total abolition of the slave-trade, brought forward a motion, 
that the state of slavery is repugnant to the principles of the 
British constitution and of tlie Christian religion, and that 
it ought to l)e abolished gradually throughout the British 
colonies, with as much expedition as may be found consistent 
** with a due regard to the well-being of the parlies con- 
** corned.” 

Mr. Canning, whilst he concurred in ninny points urged by 
Mr. Buxton, stated that there were others which required 
more mature consideration, and concluded by submitting 
three resolutions to the adoption of the House, which were 
a^jreed to without a division, viz. 

'riiat it is expedient to aclopt effectual and decisive rnea- 
sures for amclioratiiig the condition of the slave population 
** of his Majesty \s colonics. 

That tliroiigh a determined and vigorous, hut at the same 
time judicious and temperate, enforcement of such measures, 
“ this House looks forward to a progressive improvement in 
‘‘ the character of the slave population, such as may prepare 
** them for a participation in those civil rights and privileges 
which are enjoyed by other classes of his Majesty’s subjects. 

That this House is anxious for the accomplishment of 
‘‘ these purposes at the earliest period that may be, coiisis- 
‘‘ tently with the v/elfarc of the slaves themselves, the well- 
being of the colonies, and a fair and equitable consideration 
“ of the state of property therein.” 

These resolutions were communicated in a circular letter 
from Earl Bathurst, dated the 24lh May, addressed to the 
functionaries of the different islands, recommending the adop- 
tion 
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tiou of iiieiisurcs for the unielioratioii of tlie condition of the 
.slave population. Xliey embraced provisions for relij^ious 
instruction of slaves: the consequent abolition of Sunday 
markets, the abolition of the practice of flogging female slaves, 
the regulation of the punishment of male slaves, the preven- 
tion of the separation of husband and wife, and iniaiit chil- 
dren from tlie motlier, on the sale of slaves, the giving security 
to the property of slaves by establishing savings-banks oi* 
<leposit, the establishment of facilities for the manumission of 
slaves, and, finally, the allowing the evidence of slaves to be 
received, under certain regulations, in courts of justice. Con- 
siderable indisposition was manifested in l.)omiiiica, Tobago, 
Barbatloes, and Jamaica, to meet the wishes and recomiiieii- 
dalion of the motlier country: it was consequently detenuiiied 
to try the projiosed plan of improvement in one of the con- 
<|uered colonies wholly governed by the ciowu, without the 
intervention of legislative iissemblies. Trinidad was selected 
for the experiment. An order in council, dated the lUth of 
March, wns accordingly issued, containing a system of regula- 
tions for tlie slaves in tliat island. An abstract of the ])ro- 
visions contained in these regulations, loo interesting to be 
omitted, is iiisertetl us a notc.^^ Ministers further mani- 
fested 

* Ry this onk-r, the IVocurator Syiulic ol ttic C'atjitdo of tlio toivii of l*ort of Sputa 
was cunfirini'd in Jiit- aiurieiit oflicu of protector and i^nardian of slaves, %vith new 
honours, and under new iv^uJations ; the coiiuiiuiidaiits of the several quarters of tlie 
island were declared assi^taiit-proteetors and guardians of slaves ; and notice of all 
suits and actiuns ap^ainst slaves was required to he ^iveri to the guardian, who was 
obliged to attend the trial <if the eausc. All markets were to be discontinued <m 
Sunday, and the employment of any slave in labour, bet>%cen sunset on Saturday and 
sunrise on Monday, was strictly prohibited. It was declared unlawful to carry the 
whip as an emblem of authority. 

The practice of flogging females was abolished ; and in cases formerly punished 
by flogging, it was proposed to substitute imjirisonmeiit, or conflneincnt in the 
stocks, for females. The governor was, besides, authorized to substitute any other 
punishment which might not be inconsistent with the general spirit of the regu- 
lations. 

Witli respect to the piinisbineiit of the male part of the slave population, tlie order 
in council provided that no slave should be punished for any oiiencc until twenty 
four hours after its coiiiniissloii should have elapsed ; that in no instance should 
more than twenty-five lashes be given in one day ; that no second punishment should 

take 
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iested the sincerity of their intentions by introducing an act* 
consolidating and amending the laws relating to the aboli- 
tion 

take place, until the person of the slave was free from any lacerations which might have 
been occasioned by the first flogging; and that no punishment whatever sliould take 
place, unless one person of free condition were present, in addition to him liy whom or 
by whose authority the punisliment was inflicted. A record-book wa.s to be kept ou 
every plantation or estate tliroughout the island, in which the owner or manager w'as 
required to record the punishments inflicted on slaves, particularizing the number of 
lashes inflicted, if tlie stripes exceeded toree, the reasons for the punishment, and 
the names of the persons attending it. Copies of these records were to be returned, 
at a fixed period, to the commandant of the quarter in wliich tlie estate or plantation 
where the infliction took place was situated. 

To encourage marriages among the slaves, it was ordered that, if tlic two slaves 
obtained the consent of their master, and produced this consent to the guardian and 
jirotcctor, lie should give directions that the marriage should be solemnized, according 
to the rites of the Church of Kiigland, tlic Roman Catholic ritual, or the Presbyterian 
forms, as should he most agreeable to the parties. 'J'lie marriage thus authorized and 
solemnized w'as to be recorded in a book or register kept by the guardian. Sliould 
the master of the slaves refuse bis consent, they might inform the guardian of this 
refusal, and apply to him for instruction how to proceed. On this application, the 
-guardian was authorized to call the master or overseer before him, to hear his motive 
for rc.sisting the proposed marriage ; and if that motive ajipeared unreasonable, or if 
his conduct w'as evidently arbitrary, be might, notwithstanding such refusal, authorize 
the union of the parlies. As a con.scqiicncc of this provision for promoting the 
marriage union, an enactment w as naturally called for, to prevent the separation of 
those who had been united in m.arriage. It w'as therefore provided, that in the sale 
or transfer of married slaves, husband and wife should not be separated, but should 
be sold in one lot, and tran.-iferred to one master ; and that their children, if they 
bad any from the marriage, should go along with the parents. 

Tlie next provision w’cnt to secure to slaves their properly, by a positive law, and to 
enable them to dispose of it by bequest; %vhich they could not do before, except by 
the consent of their masters. By this order, they w'ere enabled to sue in tlicirowm 
names, to make an advantageous use of their property by laying out their funds at 
interest, and to dispose of it, with its accumulations, by bequest. The money of any 
slave being deposited in a hank, and duly recorded, Iiis disposal of it, at all times, 
would bo valid. Other regulations provided facilities for the manumission of slaves. 
It was enacted that the price of registration of manumitted slaves should be paid 
not by the slave but by the state. Tlie slave w'as to have a right to purchase, 
not only his own freedom, hut tliat of his wife, of his child, his sister, or his 
brother. If any difficulty arose respecting tlie price, it w'as to bo transferred to 
the guardian or protector, w’ho w'as to arbitrate lietwcen the parties. The order fur- 
ther provided, that a slave should be rc'ccivcd as a witness, and be allowed to give 
his evidence on oath, provided he could procure a certificate from the minister of the 
Established Church, or froiu any other clergyman whose ministrations he attended, 
that, upon examination, that minister or clergyman was satisfied that the slave was so 

far 
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tion of the slave-trade, and declaring all persons dealing in 
slaves on the high seas guilty of piracy, felony, and robbery* 

As regards India, the Marquis Cornwallis, when governor- 
general, so far back as July 1789, Issued a proclamation, advert- 
ing to information which had been received by the Government, 
that many natives and some Europeans had been engaged in 
collecting and purchasing slaves of both sexes, children as well 
as adults; and to prevent such practice in future, and to deter 
by the most exemplary punishment parties from being con- 
cerned in such inhuman and detestable traffic,” Government 
had resolved to prosecute, at the expense of the Company, all 
persons who might thereafter be concerned in such trade, and 
laying down sundry regulations for the discovery of olfeiidcrs 
and prevention of the trade. 

On the JOth of that month Captain Horcborrow, of the 
ship Friendship, was indicted on the prosecution of the Com- 
pany, for assaulting and carrying away forcibly to the island of 
Ceylon, and there selling as slaves, natives of India, procured 
through a French resident at Chandernagore ; they consisted 
of males and females to the number of 130, and were originally 
intended for the Mauritius. The trial lasted till nine at night, 
when the jury brought in tlieir verdict guilty. On the 5th of 
August the defendant w’as brought up and sentenced to be im- 
prisoned for three months, to pay a fine of 500 rupees, and 
to give security for his future good behaviour for three years, 
himself in a bond of 10,000 rupees, and two sureties in 5,000 
rupees each. 

The only clause of the act of 1824 which is given in the 
work, is the 19th section, declaring the dealing in slaves to be 
piracy. Certain provisions are contained in tliat act, by which 
persons may purchase slaves lawfully, being within any island, 
colony, &c., provided such slaves are to be employed in that 
island ; such slaves may also be removed coastwise, or by land, 

to 


far instructed in religious knowledge, as to be sensible of the obligation of iin oath. 
A register was to be kept by the guardian of slaves, in which tlio qualincations were 
to be recorded. Subject to this regulation, the testimony of slaves was to be received 
in all civil cases, except where the interests of tlieir masters were concerned; and iu 
all criminal cases, except wliere (he life of a while person was at stake. 
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to any otlier part of the same island, or, by permission of the 
governor, to any island forming part of the same colonial 
government. Ilis Majesty in council may authorize, until the 
81st July 1827, the removal of slaves from any British island 
in the West-Indies to another there, in case it shall appear 
that such removal is essential for the welfare of the slaves. 
Convict slaves may be transported from a British island to a 
foreign settlement. Domestic slaves may accompany their 
master under certain regulations. Certain treaties with foreign 
powers for the prevention of traffic in slaves are recited in 
the act. With Portugal in 1815 and 1817 ; with Spain in 
1817 and 1822 ; and with the Netherlands in 1818 and 1822. 

On the lOtli May 1826 Mr. Brougluiin submitted the follow- 
ing motion to the House of Commons, with reference to the 
Resolutions of the House, of May 1823 : 

That this House has observed with the deepest regret, 
that nothing effectual has been done in the Legislative 
‘‘ Assemblies of the colonies in the West Indies, in com- 
pliance with the declared wishes of Government, and of the 
resolution of this House passed on the 15th May 1823, 
touching the condition of the slaves; and this House, thenj- 
fore, pledges itself, early in the next session, to lake into 
“ its most serious consideration such measures as may be neces- 
‘‘ sary to give ellect to the said resolution.” 

The motion was negatived by 100 to 38. 


LAWS. 


LAWS. 


Declared Fclomj, 


i«ii. 

51 Geo. S, 
V. i.’", 

§ 1 . 


(1) lie it enacted by tlie King's most excellent Ma- •Sulycvts oi |ici . 
jesty, by and with the advice and consent of the lords 
spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present dom, or any of 
Parliament assembled, and by tlie authority of the dominions 
same, tliat if any subject or subjects of his Majesty, or Majosty, carry- 
if any person or persons residing or being within this ‘“g on the blavc 
United Kingdom, or in any of the islands, colonics, therciiu 

dominions, forts, settlements, factories or territories shall be declared 
now or hereafter belonging thereto, or being in his *®^*^“®* 
Majesty’s occupation or possession, or under the government of the 
United Company of Merchants trading to the East-Indies, shall, from 

and 
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and after tlic first day of June next, by him or themselves, or by his 
or their factors or agents, or otherwise howsoever, carry away or re- 
move, or aid or assist in the carrying away or removing, as a slave or 
slaves, or for the purpose of being sold, transferred, used or dealt with 
as a slave or slaves, any person or persons whatsoever from any part of 
Africa, or from any other country, territory or place whatsoever, either 
immediately or by transhipment at sea or otherwise, directly or indi- 
rectly ; or shall import or bring, or aid or assist in the importing or 
bringing into any island, colony, country, territory or place whatso- 
ever, any such person or persons as aforesaid for the purpose aforesaid ; 
or shall know’ingly and wilfully ship, embark, receive, detain or con- 
fine on board any ship, vessel, or boat any such person or persons as 
aforesaid, for the purpose of his, her, or their being so carried awMy or 
removed, imported, or brought as aforesaid, or of being sold, transfer- 
red, used, or dealt with as a slave or slaves ; or shall knowingly and 
wilfully use or employ, or permit to be used or employed, or let or 
take to freight or on hire any ship or vessel to be used or employed in 
carrying away or removing, importing, or bringing, or for the purpose 
of carrying away or removing, importing, or bringing as aforesaid, any 
such person or persons as a slave or slaves, or for the j)urpose of his, 
her, or their being sold, transferred, used, or dealt with as a slave or 
slaves; or shall fit out or cause to be fitted out, or shall take the 
cliarge or command ol’, or navigate, or enter and embark on board 
any such ship or vessel as master or captain, mate, supercargo or 
surgeon, knowing that such ship or vessel is actually employed, or is, 
in the same voyage for which he or they sliall so enter or embark on 
board, intended to be employed in carrying or removing, importing or 
bringing as aforesaid aii}^ such person or persons as, or for the pur- 
pose of his, her, or their being sold, transferred, used, or dealt with as 
a slave or slaves ; then and in every such case the person or 2)ersuns 
so offending, and their counsellors, aiders, and a]}ettors, shall be and 
are liereby declared to be felons, and shall be transported beyond the 
seas for a term not exceeding fourteen years, or sliall be confined and 
kept to hard labour for a term not exceeding five years, nor less than 
three years, at the discretion of the court before whom such offender 
or offenders shall be tried and convicted. 

Declared Piracy, 

Dealing in (2) And be it further enacted, that if any subject or 
^“&c''to’bc of liis Majesty, or any person or persons resid- 

deemea piracy, ing or being within any of the dominions, forts, settle- 
ments, factories, or territories, now or hereafter belonging to his 
Majesty, or being in his Majesty's occupation or possession, or under 
the Government of the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East-Indics, shall, except in such cases as arc in and 
by this act permitted, after the first day of January one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-five, upon the higli seas, or in any haven, 

river, 


LAWS. 

1811. 

53 Geo. 3, 
c. 23, 

§ L 


1821. 
r> (u’o. -I, 
c. 113, 

§ li). 
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LAWS, river, creek, or place where the admiral has jurisdiction, knowingly 

and wilfully carry away, convey, or remove, or aid or assist in carry- 

5 Geo.* 4, conveying or removing, any person or persons as a slave 

c. 11 3, §19. or slaves, or for the purpose of his, her, or their being imported or 
brought as a slave or slaves into any island, colony, country, terri- 
tory, or place whatsoever, or for the purpose of his, her, or their 
being sold, transferred, used or dealt with as a slave or slaves, or shall 
after the said first day of January one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-five, except in such cases as are in and by this act permitted, 
upon the high seas, or within the jurisdiction aforesaid, knowingly 
and wilfully ship, embark, receive, detain, or confine, or assist in 
shipping, embarking, receiving, detaining or confining on board' any 
ship, vessel, or boat, any person or persons for the purpose of his, 
her, or their being carried away, conveyed, or removed as a slave or 
slaves, or for the purpose of his, her, or their being imported or 
brought as a slave or slaves into any island, colony, country, terri- 
tory or place whatsoever, or for the purpose of his, her, or their being 
sold, transferred, used, or dealt with as a slave or slaves, then and in 
every such case the person or persons so offending shall be deemed 
and adjudged guilty of piracy, felony, and robbery, and being con- 
victed thereof shall sufler death, without benefit of clergy, and loss 
of lands, goods, and chattels, as pirates, felons, and robbers upon the 
seas ought to suffer. 
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The East-India Company owe their original establish men 
and the privileges then conferred upon them, to lier Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth, who incorporated them by royal cliarter bear- 
ing date the 31st March 1600. His Majesty James I, at the 
commencement of Jiis reign, permitted licenses to be issued to 
private merchants. The King, however, in the year 1609, 
admitted the infraction to be unwise and impolitic, and made the 
exclusive privileges of the Company pernianer4t. The jealousy 
of the Dutch at the rising trade of the English in the Eastern 
seas led to the massacre at Amboyna in 1622. The King inter- 
posed to obtain redress, l)ut died before any reparation was 
made cither to the nation or the Company. King diaries I 
renewed the attempt to effect redress from the Slates-General 
to the Company, and proceeded to retaliation on the home- 
ward-bound ships of the Dutch. The rising faclioiis in England 
lessened the authorities of the crowm. The civil wars that suc- 
ceeded, from 1642 to 1649, together with tlie establishment of 
the Commonwealth in 1651, and the Protectorate in 1653, 
were greatly to the prejudice of the Company’s interest. At 
the restoration of King Charles II, in 1660, they obtained a 
confirmation of the charter and of their exclusive privileges ; 
their interests were uniformly protected by the crown ; they 
received recommendations of the King to the sovereigns in 
whose dominion the seats of their trade were situated ; the 
islands of Bombay and St. Helena were conferred upon the 
Company ; the power of making war or peace with the native 
princes was vested in them ; also the right to coin money current 
ill the countries in which they traded. At the solicitation of the 
Company, his Majesty King James II, in 1687, was pleased to 
erect Madras, then the principal seat of government in India, 

into 
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into a corporation. A question arose wlietlier such charter 
should proceed t’roni the under the great seal of England, 

or from the Couqxiny under its broad seal. On the IStli 
December IGH'7, the result was coimnuriicated to Madras in 
the following terms: — 

The Ciovernor and Deputy were cojiimanded last nigh.t, 
being Sunday, to attend his Majestic at the Cabinet Council, 
“ when our intended charter for incorporating Fort St. (George 
into a body politique, consisting of mayor, aldermen, and 
‘‘ burgesses, was largely debated before liis Mujestie. One 
‘‘ of the council (being a lawyer) seemed to be of opinion, 
that it was best tlie charter should pass immediately by the 
King, under the great seal. ITis Majestic asked the Oover- 
nor his opinion, wlio replied, that wliat his Majestic tlioiight 
‘‘ best the Company would alwayc think so; but if liis Ma- 
jestic expected the Oovernor’s j^rivxitc opinion, he had ever 
‘‘ been of opinion tliat no person in India should l)e employed 
** by immediate commission from his Majesty, because, ii’ they 
were, they would be prcjiuliciall to our service by their 
“ arrogancy and prcjiuliciall to themselves, because the wind 
** of extraordinary honour in their beads wouUl, ]>r(>bably, 
make them so haughty and overbearing tiuit \v«i shonkl hr; 
‘‘ forced to remove them. In conclusion, his Majestic did so 
apprehend it as to think it best that the charter should go 
under our own seal.’^ 

The support which the Company received from their Ma- 
jesties King Charles and James 11, induced them to adopt 
measui’es to establish themselves as an Indian power at Uombay, 
Madras, and in Bengal. Tlie events, however, consequent 
upon the lievolution, and the accession of his Majesty King 
William III, materially checked the progress of their ailairs. 
Not only were the interlopers attempting, in the form of 
associations, to attack and undermine the Company’s exclusive 
interests, but the validity of their rights ; and the legal exercise 
of them under a grant from the crowm simply, rather than as 
proceeding from a grant founded on the act of Parliament, 
were questioned. The Company and the private-traders having 
been heard before a committee of the House of Commons, 
that committee, on the 16th January 1689, declared it to be their 

opinion. 
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opinion, that the best way to manage the East-Iiidia trade was 
to have a new Company, to be established by act of Parliament. 

The renewal of the Company's j>rivileges by a new char- 
ter, in October 1(>9S, and the incorporation of the English 
Company in ld08, under the charter which forms tlie founda- 
tion of the United Company's present constitution, were issued 
under authority of acts of Parliament. The union of the two 
Companies had been recommended by his Majesty. Tlic same 
was notified to the Uoiulon Company; who on the 23d Decein- 
her 1700, at a General Court, resolved, that as they had alwaj's 
been, so were they still ready to embrace every opportunity by 
which they might manifest their duty to liis Majesty and zeal 
for the public good; and that they were desirous to contribute 
their utmost endeavours lor the preservation of the East-India 
trade to this kingdom ; “ and tliat they were willing to agree 
with the new Company upon reasonable terms.” 

Kin<r William died in March 1702, and was succeeded hj' 
Queen Anne on the 8tli of that mouth. In order to effect tlie 
union wliich had been tUdxiyed by various dilfereiices thxit had 
arisen in the course of the iiegoiiation, an act was passed in 
the sixth year of her Majesty’s reign, referring it to Lord Go- 
dolphiii to settle the matter between tlie London and English 
Companies, wliich w'as completed by the award of the 29th Sep- 
tember 1708. 

The ParliaiTi ciliary cmictnients regarding the exercise of the 
royal authority in the government by the East-India Company, 
or the administration of the affairs in India, may be dated from 
the regulating act of 1773, when the King was autliorized to 
issue letters-patent to establish a Supreme Court of Judicature 
at Calcutta. The consent of his Majesty was necessary to 
the appointment, by the Court of Directors, of a successor to 
the Bengal Council, in the event of one of the four mem- 
bers succeeding as Governor-general. Appeals were likewise 
authorized to his Majesty from the supreme Courts. Appeals 
were also presented to his Majesty in Council for framing any 
rules and regulations established by the Governor General in 
Council. 

The existing provisions respecting the exercise of the royal 
authority may be classed as follows : 

Appointments 
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Appointments whicli are maile directly from the Sovereign, 
viz. the Judges, the Recorder, and Bishop . — {Fide Courts of 
Judiaturc, p. 240, sec. 1 ; Ecclesiastical Establishments, j). 
336, sec. 2.) 

Appointments which are not valid until the approbation of 
the Sovereign is obtained thereto, viz. Governors-Gcneral, 
Governors, and Commanders -in-chief . — {Vide Government in 
p. 394, sec 28.) 

Appointments which the Sovereign may make in failure of 
the Court of Directors nominating . — {Vide Court of Direc- 
tors, p., 221, sec. 58.) 

The right of the Sovereign to recall, vacate, or make void 
any appointments or commissions in India. — {Vide Servants 
Civil and Military, p. 634, sec. 12.) 

The right of the Sovereign to grant pensions chargeable on 
the revenues of India . — {Vide Pensions, p. 560.) 



( ) 


SUPERANNUATIONS. 


In the year 1810 an act was passed to regulate and control 5 o Geo. 3 , 
the payment of pensions and superannuations in the various 
public departments and offices under Government. 

A similar provision was introduced into the act of 1813, 
when the Company's exclusive privileges were renewed, by 
which his Majesty is empowered to grant superannuations to 53 Geo^ 3, 
the officers of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of § yi to 34, 
India, under the conditions of the act above adverted to. If 
any officer or servant of the Board has been in the service of 
the Company, the time of such service under the Company is 
to be taken into account in computing the number of years' 
service under the Board. By the ninety-third section of the 
act of 1813, the Court of Directors are empowered to grant 
superannuations to the Company's servants in England. 


LAWS. 

To Officers and Servants the Board, 

His Majesty (1) And whereas it is reasonable that his Majesty, 
”"^rr^annu- successors, should have power to grant 

Donato the otTu allowances, compensations, remunerations, or super- 
annuations to the secretaries and other officers of the 
^ ' said Board, under the conditions hereinafter provided ; 

be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for his 
Majesty, his heirs or successors, by any warrant or warrants under his 
or their sign-manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer for the time being, to grant or allow to any of the secretaries or 
officers for the time being belonging to tlie said Board such allow- 
ances, compensations, remunerations, or superannuations as his Ma- 
jesty, his heirs or successors, shall think proper, under and subject, 
nevertheless, to such or the like conditions, and in such or the like 
proportions, as allowances, compensations, remunerations, or siiper- 
' 2 z annuations 
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53 Geo. 3, 
c. 

§ 91 . 
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anmtdtions'iiiay nour bid made to {Aiblic officers^ by virtue of an act 
passed ib the fifHeth year of his present Majesty’s reign, intituled “An 
Act to direct that Accounts of Increase and Diminution of Public 
“ Salaries, Pensions, and Allowances, shall be annually taid before 
“ Parliament, and to regulate and control the granting and paying 
“ of such Salaries, Pensions, and Allowances;” and that tlic same 
shall be paid and defrayed quarterly by the said Company, and be 
deemed and taken as part of their political charges. 

(2) Provided always, that where any officer or ser- Previous service 
vant of the said Board shall have been in the service of 
the said Company previously to his employment under cits of the 
the authority of the said Board, the time of such ser- B*^**^*^* 
vice under the said Company shall be taken into account, in computing 
the number of years service under the said Board. 

To Officers and Servants of the Company in England. 

S 93 (3) And whereas it is reasonable that the said Court Court of Dirce- 

of Directors should have power to grant allowances in 7upt^ 

the nature of superannuations to such of their officers animations to 
and servants in England as from age or infirmity may 
no longer be qualified for the execution of their several lanj^ * ' ^ 

offices or employments ; be it therefore enacted, that it 
shall and may be lawful to and for the said Court of Directors to 
make allowances, compensations, remunerations, or superannuations 
to the officers and servants of the said Company in Elngland, subject 
to the restrictions and according to the conditions and ])roportions 
following, that is to say, where it shall be proved, to the satisfaction 
of the said Court of Directors that any such officer or servant, being 
under sixty years of age, shall be incapable, from infirmity of mind 
or body, to discharge the duties of his office, in such case, if he shall 
have served with diligence and fidelity in the service of the said Com- 
pany for ten years, it shall and may be lawful to grant him, by way of 
superannuation, any annual sum not exceeding one-third of thesalaiy 
and allowed emoluments of his office ; if above ten years and less than 
twenty, any such sum not exceeding one-half of such salary and 
allowed emoluments ; if above twenty years, any such sum not ex- 
ceeding two-thirds of such salary and ^low'ed emoluments ; if such 
officer or servant shall be above sixty years of age, and he shall have 
served fifteen years or upwards, it shall and may be lawful, wM'tbout 
proof of infirmity of mind or body, to grant him, by way of super- 
annuation, any annual sum not exceeding two-thirds of the salary and 
allowed emoluments of his office ; if sixty-five years of age or up- 
wards, and he shall have served forty years or upwards, any such sum 
not exceeding three-fourths of such salary and allowed emoluments ; 
if sixty-five years of age or upwards, and he shall have served fifty 
years or upwards, any such sum not exceeding the whole of such 
.^ary and allowed emoluments : all which allowances so to be made 

. " shall 




SUPEBANNUATK>N& 1J07 

shall be charged m tlie books, of account the said Gompany to the 
debit of diat branch of the Company’s aflhirs to which tlie said oficers 
or servants may respectively belong; any thing in the said act of'the 
thirty-third year of his Majesty's reign to the contrary notwith- 
standing. . 

Accounts of Superannuation to be IqLid before Parliament, 

Account of su. (4,) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 
bo laid before account ot all allowances, compensations, remune- 
Parliuinent. rations and superannuations w'hich shall be granted, 
either to the officers or servants of the said Board of Commissioners, 
or to the officers or servants of the said Company, as aforesaid, during 
the preceding year, shall be laid before Parliament within fifteen days 
after the meeting thereof. 


BY-LAW. 

Allowances for (5) Such allowances in the nature of superan^ 
to^offiem^and ^^^ations, as the Court of Directors arc empowered to 
senrants in Eng- grant to their officers and servants of England by 53d 

before^nc^ Ge^ before tile next 

neral Courf General Court. 


53 Gop. 3i 
c. 1.55, 
S.y3. 


§94. 


c. r.l, § 19. 
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Commission for investigating the claims on the Rajah 
ot Tanjore takes its name from a district which extends 
along the sea-coast of the Southern Carnatic, principally be- 
tween the tenth and eleventh degrees of north latitude. The 
Rajah of Tanjore paid pesheush or tribute to the Nabob of 
the Carnatic. Under the treaty of 1762, entered into between 
those princes, the Rajah was to pay twenty-two lacs of rupees 
for arrears of pesheush; also two lacs of rupees annually to the 
Nabob as tribute to the Mogul, and the further sum of two 
lacs as a present to the Nabob. At that period Pretaupa Sing 
VM Rajah of Tanjore; he died in 1763, and was succeeded 
hy'Tuljajee. 

* The provisions of this treaty involved the Rajah in repeated 
controversies with the Nabob. Arrears of pesheush accumu- 
tated; and additional motives were not wanting to induce the 
Nabob, on the plea of recovering what he considered to be his 
right, to invade the possessions of the Rajah ; urging, at the 
same time, the Government of Fort St. George to co-operate 
with him in chastising what he termed the refractory spirit of 
the Rajah. The presidency complied: the English troops, 
.under General Smith, encamped before Tanjore on the 23d 
September 1771. On the 27th October, the day on which it 
was reported that the breach would be practicable the follow- 
ing morning, the Nabob signed a peace with the Rajah. 

In 1773 the Nabob represented to the Madras Government 
that a large arrear of tribute was due ; and, moreover, that the 
Ri^ah had applied to the Mahrattas and to Hyder, with the 
view of ravaging part of the Carnatic territory. 

The Madras Government resolved on aiding the Nabob in 
tlvB . of Tanjore. The English force marched from 

. Trichiriopoly 
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Trichiiiopoly on the 8d of August, and on the ISlli of Sep- 
tember the troops entered the fort of Tanjore, where the Rajah 
and bis family were taken prisoners. These proceedings were 
disapproved by the authorities at home- The Court of Di- 
rectors issued instructions for the restoration of the Rajah to 
all his rights, without infringing those of the Nabob of the 
Carnatic. A British force was directed to be maintained in 
Tanjore. An assignment of revenue was made by the Rajah 
sufficient to maintain such force, and care was taken to en3^re 
the regular payment of the pesheush to the Nabob of the 
Carnatic, as agreed upon in the treaty of 1762. 

In 1787 Tuljajee died, and . was succeeded by his brother. 
Ameer Sing. Doubts were at that time entertained whether 
Serfojee, the adopted son of the late Rajah, was not the lawful 
heir. A treat 3 »^ wtis, however, entered into with Ameer Sing, 
by which he was to pay to the Company four lacs of pagodas 
per annum towards the military peace establisitment. 

In 1792 another treaty was entered into, by which, in the 
event of war, the Company W4is to possess full authoritjt over 
the country of Tanjore, and collect the revenues; the K^j^ 
to be allowed one lac of pagodas per annum, that sum 
the fifth of the nett revenues. The payment on account of 
the fiisly expenses wiis reduced from four to tliree-and-^haff 
lac of pagodas. The right of the Nabob of the Carnatic .Itp 
pesheush from the Rajah had been absolutely transferred, fcy 
tlie arrangements with the Nabob, to the Company. 

It has already been observed, that doubts were entertained 
in 1787 os to Serfojee’s right to the musnud. About the pe- 
riod of the foregoing arrangements, under the treaty of 1792, 
those doubts were revived ; and the matter, having been referred 
to die pundits of the highest authority, the question was 
decided in favour of Serfojee, who was consequenUy placed on 
the musnud. A treaty was entered into, with that prince in 
1-799, , by which the whole of the revenue of Tanjore was to be 
cpllepted and. accounted for by the .Company, they engaging 
to pay one lac of pagpdqs per annum to the Rajah,, and to 
An^e^. -Sin^ 25^000 pagodas per , annum ; tbe residue oit. the 
to. l)e at tlie disposal of the Company. 

.i, as 1787, provision had been made for liquii^atr 

2 z 3 ing 
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■jiri^ate' creditbi^ the Raj^h, wliii^h 
a^MbW]it%l''in 17S^ to ‘six labs of p^gbQas; aiicV the d'elits* f6r 
wKieti payhieht pirovided were called registeiHed debts. 

"Wiieii the tri&aty of it99 ivas entered into, a small part ofily 
of, the registered debt remained, but upon that interest was 
accruing at twelve per cent. By that treaty the Company 
charged themselves with the payment of that part of the regis- 
tered private debts not already transferred to their account ; 
and in 1802 Company’s bonds were granted in exchange for 
such part of the registered debt of Tanjore as had not been 
liquidated prior to 1799. 

Tlie debts for the investigation of which the preSsent com- 
mission is appointed are those of the private creditors of the 
late Ameer Sing, whose claims are, for the most part, stated to 
have arisen at a time when Ameer Sing’s right to the musnud 
were disputed ^by Seefojee ; such debts not being recognized 
in any way by the treaty of 1799. The Company have, never- 
theless, consented to the investigation of the claims. The 
act authorizing commissioners to carry the agreement into 
effect received the royal assent on the 17th June 1824. 

^fhe claims of the private creditors are to be investigated 
by commissioners ; three, to sit in Rnglaiid and three to sit at 
.Madras. The final adjudication to rest with llie commis- 
sioners in England, except as respects claims, of which the 
principal amount shall not exceed 1,000 rupees each ; which 
claims the commissioners at Madnis are authorized finally to 
determine. 

Tlie claims, when admitted, to be made up, with interest at 
the rate of four per cent, per annum, computed from the time 
when the claims arose to the 30th April 1823, and bonds to be 
granted for the consolidated amount, to bear interest at four 
percent, per annum from the 30th April 1823, payable Kalf- 
yearly. 

On the 30th of October and the 30tli of April in each yfear, 
so long as the revenues oi 
session of the Company, 
money ; or in case of the 
certificates bond fide resident in Europe, then at theiJ^ pption 
ill money at Madras, or by bills of exchange on the 6ourt of 

Directors, 


F Tanjore shall continue to be fe^pos- 
such interest to be paid at Madras in 
creditors or holders of such bonds or 
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^Directors, at twelve months’ date^ at pip exchange equivalent tp 
two ahiUings and one penny for the sicca rupee ; the principal 
being payable , at Madras only at the pleasure of the Coni* 
pany,. fifteen months’ notice thereof bdng duly published at 
Madras. 

The claims to be charged on the Tanjore revenueis, and five 
per cent, upon the aggregate amount of the claims to be set 
apart from these revenues annually, to form a sinking fund for 
their eventual redemption, upon the balances of which the 
Company to allow an interest of four per cent, per annum. 

The Second Report from the 'I'anjore Commissioners was 
laid liefore the House of Commons the 22d February 1826 : the 
following extract from the Report will shew the progress which 
has been made in the investigation : — 


' The aggregate amount of the claims, spe- 1 
cified in the list formerly presented to^ 
this Honourable House, and in conti-l 
** nuation of it, is - - * *3 


Star Pags. F. C. 

23,74,354 34 53. 


In our last report to this Honourable House, under date 
‘‘ 21st February 1825, we had the honour to state that, upon 
“ receiving from the Court of Directors of the £ast-India 
Company a letter dated the 15th of July 1824, commu* 
nicaling our appointment as commissioners under the deed 
“ of agreement of the llth of February 1824 between the 
“ said Company and the private creditors of his late Highness 
“ Ameer Sing, formerly Rajah of Tanjore, and enclosing the 
said deed, and a copy of the act of Parliament passed on 
“ the ITth of June 1824, ‘ for enabling us the better to carry 
the same into effect ;’ we immediately gave notice thereof in 
the Gazette of the 20th of July 1824, and therein called 
upon the parties to the said deed to deliver in schedules of 
“ their respective claims; and that we soon afterwards des- 
patched such general instructions to the commissioners 
appointed or to be appointed in India for investigating the 
“ debts.of the said late Ameer Sing, as we deemed necessary 
f6r their guidance, in commencing and prosecuting the inves* 
“ ligation of the claims of all persons resident in India. 

We had the honour further to state in our said last report, 

2 z 4 “ that 
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** tliat we had subsequently completed the examination, upon 
** oath, of almost all die parties resident in this country by 
** whom claims had been preferred ; and had very nearly col- 
** letted, so far as it could be obtmned herey the evidence re- 
ladng to each: c^m s^iarately, by the exannination of wit~ 
** nesses, and by requiring the production of papers ; and had 
** since been occupied in reviewing the whole of the evidence, 
and in preparing detmled instructions in each case for the 
** Commissioners at Madras, in order to enable them to pro- 
*^ .se.cute the further inquiry, and to collect the remaining 
^ evidence which appeared to us to be necessary. 

** -We have now die honour to Inform this Honourable 
V that since the said 21st of February 1825, the date 

** pf our last report, we have obtained all the evidence reco-' 

. yejrable in this country in regard to the claims preferred to 
us, whether before or after that dme; and have^ in each 
** case, transmitted detailed instructions to the Commissioners 
** in India appointed under the said deed of agreement of the 
** 11th February 18241, with direcdons to lose no dme in com- 
pledug die invesdgadon of the said several claims (os well 
** as pf those which have been originally preferred to them by 
** pairdes. resident in India), and in forwarding to us their re-' 
«< ports, thereon respectively. 

** Benjamin Hobhouse, 

“ Thomas Cockburn, 

•* Robert Harry Incus.*' 

» Q$oe of the Tanjore Commissioners, Manchester* 

, Buildings, Westminster, 22d February 1826.” 

^e resolution proposed by the Court of Directors, for 
granting to the Carnadc Commissioners ;£300 per anqum osdb 
for the duty of investigadng the Tanjore claimi^ in addidoti tO' 
the allowance of £1,500 per annum, and drawn by thepi under 
the Carnatic deed, w;as carried by ballot in the Qeneral Court 
on, the 2d July; the number for the question being lOTiaiul 
ag^nstitCW. 
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TERRITORIAL ACQUISITIONS. 


iN .llie year 1767 a claim was made on the part of the public 
to the beneficial interest in the territorial acquisitions and 
revenues which had been lately obtained there. An agree* 
nieu.t was ultimately arranged between the public and the 
Compaoyi that in consideration of the latter paying the an- 
nual sum of ^00,000, by half-yearly instalments of £200,000 
each, the territorial acquisitions and revenues should remain in 
possession of the Company and their successors during the 
term of two years, to be computed from the 1st of February 
1767. . The act of the 7th Geo. III. cap* 57, was accordingly 
passed to carry the said agreement into effect. The same lyns 
renewed for five years from the 1st February 1769. In 1773, 
by the IStli Geo. Ill, cap. 64, the public agreed to forego all 
participation in the profits arising from the territorial acquisi- 
tions, until the loan of £1,400,000 should be repaid. In 1779 
the territorial acquisitions and revenues were continued in the 
possession of the Company till 5th April 1780; and in an act 
passed for that purpose, of the 19th Geo. Ill, cap. 61, a pro- 
vision was first inserted, that nothing in that act should be con- 
strued to extend to affect the regiments of the Crown or of the 
** Company after its expiration.’’ The law was repeated in the 
act of the following year. In 1781, by the 21st Geo. Ill, cap. 65, 
the Company’s exclusive privileges of trade were to cease at any 
time upon three years’ notice, to be given by Parliament, after 
the let 'March 1761 ; and the territorial acquisitions were to re- 
miun in ^he possession of the Company for the same period. 
It was at the same time enacted, that nothing in the act should 
be construed to affect the rights or claims of the public or the 
Company, respecting the said territorial acquisitions and reve- 
nues. In 1793 the same privileges were extended to the Com- 
pany 
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paiiy until 1813, witii the same reservatiom In 1813 the ter- 
ritmial acquisitions were continued in the possession and under 
th^ goviemment of the Company, together with the exclusive 
ttBde with China, and in tea, from the 10th April 1814, 
until three years’, notice by Parliament after 10th April 1831 : 
the rights of the Company, as a corporate body, are fully re- 
served to them. It was at the same time declared, by the 95th 
Isection, that nothing should be construed to affect the un- 
doubted sovereignty of the Crown in and over the territorial 
acquisitions, nor to preclude the Company, after the determi- 
nation of the term before-mentioned, from the enjoyment of or 
claim to any rights, franchises, or immunities which they now 
have, or to which they may be hereafter entitled. The rights 
and immunities possessed by the Company, in virtue of royal 
charters admitted and confirmed by Parliament, are most 
important and extensive, and were brought before the Legisla- 
ture, in the Company’s petition for a renewal of their exclu- 
sive privileges, in February 1813, with reference to which the 
reservation contained in tlie 95th clause of the 5Sd Geo. III. 
was inserted. 


LAWS. 

LAWS. Territorial Acquisitions continued in the Government of the Company 

1813. (1) And whereas it is expedient that the territorial Former lerrito- 

53 Geo. 3, acquisitions mentioned in the said act of the Parliament [n*' jndS*/*iVi*S*** 
if' Great Britain of the thirty-third year of his present late acqyisuious 
Majesty, together with such other territorial acqui- As?a*ori*n*an^ 
sitions on the continent of Asia, or in any islands island ’north of 
situate to the north of the equator, as are now in the 
possession and under the government of the said United government of 
Company, with the revenues thereof, should, without the Ea^t-lndin 
prejudice to the undoubted sovereignty of the Crown of ^J31er*termT * 
.the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in 
and over the same, or to any claim of the said United Company to any 
rights, franchises, or immunities, remain in the possession and' uiiclcr 
,lhe government of the sai^ United Company for a further te^'; 
subject to such powers and Ibthonties for the superintendence;! diicjc- 
tion, and control over all acts, operations, and concerns wlhtch^riblfate 
to the civil or military government or revenues of the said territories, 
and to such further or other powers, authorities, rules, regulations 
and restrictions, as have been already made or provided by any act or 

acts 
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acts of Phrliatnent in that behalf, or are made and provided by this LAWS, 
act : and whereas it is expedient tbat^ from and after die tenth day of 
April one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, the right of trading, 53 q^o' 3, 
trafficking, and adventuring, in, to, and from all ports and places c. 155» 
within the limits of the said United Company’s jpresent charter, save ^ 
and except the dominions of the emperor of Cnina, should be open 
to all his Majesty’s subjects, in common with the said United 
Company, subject to certain regulations and provisions, but that the 
existing restraints respecting the commercial intercourse with China 
should be continued, and the exclusive trade in tea preserved to the 
said Company during the further term hereby limited : may it there- 
fore please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this 
present I^rliamcnt assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
that the territorial acquisitions mentioned in the said act of the Par- 
liament of Great Britain of the thirty-third year of his present 
Majesty, together with such of the territorial acquisitions since 
obtained upon the continent of Asia, or in any islands situate to the 
north of the equator, as are now in the possession of and under the 
government of tlie said United Company, with the revenues thereof 
respectively, shall remain and continue in the possession and under 
the government of the said United Company, subject to such powers 
and authorities for tlic superintendence, direction, and control ovel* all 
acts, operations, and concerns which relate to the civil or military 
government or revenues of the said territories, and to such further 
and other powers, authorities, rules, regulations, and restrictions, as 
have been already made or provided by any act or acts of Parliament 
in that behalf, or arc made and provided by this act, for a further 
term, to be computed from the said tenth day of April one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, until the same shall be determined by 
virtue of the proviso hereinafter contained. 

The Kings Sovereignty nor Company s Eights to be affected^, 

^ Act not to pro- (2) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that 5 95^ 
sovervignt^*or * contained shall extend or be con- 

aflfect rigbu of strued to extend to prejudice or affect the undoubted 
tiie Goinpaiiy. sovereignty of the Crown of the United Kingdom of 
Grea( Britain and Ireland in and over the said territorial acquisitions ; 
npr to^'preclude the said United Company, after the determination of 
tg hereby granted, from the enio^merit of or claim to any 
nj^U, :^iicliises; or immunities whiQhjUey how have, or td which 
j^'i^^itoj^ J^er^ikier be entitled. W ; 
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TRADE WITl.i INDIA. 


A coMMERCiAi* intercourse may be traced to have existed^ 
at a very remote period, between the nations bordering on the 
south-west coasts of Arabia and India; it was not, however^ 
until the eleventh century, when the Crusades had ceased, that 
the more western European countries began to participate in 
that trade. Ttie ports of Egypt, Syria, and Constantinople, 
then became, the marts for such traffic ; the states of Genos^ 
and Venice enjoyed unrivalled the beneficial commerce. The 
discovery of a route to India by the Caj)e of Good Hope, in 
1500, led to the importation by the fleets of Portugal of va- 
luable cargoes from that distant country, which accordingly 
lowered the price of such commodities in the Italian markets ; 
the comparatively limited trade of the Republics became con- 
sequently depressed, and was gradually drawn from the Medi- 
terranean (which had long been the emporium of Eastern 
commerce) to the shores of the Tagus. 

The Portuguese exclusively possessed this trade uutil the 
union of Spain and Portugal, under Philip II, in 1580, which 
event led to its decline, and ultimately caused its ruin. Philip, 
bigotted to the Roman Catholic faith, attempted to establish 
an uniformity of religion throughout his extensive dominion^* 
The persecutions and enormities* to which the measure gave 
rise occasioned the revolt of his Netherland subjects, where 
the seeds of the Reformation had been already sown. Philip, 
aware that the commercial resources of the Dutch would enable 
them to oppose his desiffos. prohibited them frpm^alf Inter- 
course with Lisbon^ from^hence they had bepn, Iqn^ ac^^f^ 
tqmed to obtain the products of . India. In . . the ^ of 

eifecting the object which the Spanish monarch cpnteil^p^tpfi) 
it only excited the more strenuous efforts of the Dutch to. 

extend 
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extend their commerce, and to seek at the fountain head, what 
they were debarred from obtaining nearer home. Accordingly 
in 1795 four ships appear to have been despatched from the 
Texel and to have reached Java. 

Portugal threw ofi* the Spanish yoke in 1640, the Duke of 
Braganza being declared King of Portugal by the name of 
John IV. He paid more attention than his Spanish prede- 
cessors to the India trade : but the Dutch had so firmly esta- 
blished themselves in various islands in the East, and had 
supplanted the Portuguese in so many of their settlements, 
that all endeavour to regain possession of them, or of success- 
fully opposing the progress of the Dutch, proved fruitless. 
Thus of the widely extended dominions which the Portuguese 
once possessed in India, they at present only retain Dieu, and 
some inferior ports in the Gulph of Cambay, besides Goa, 
which is now, as formerly, their capital in India. In China 
they have the settlement of Macao, which they obtained in 
1586 : their island of Madeira is supplied with India produce 
by Great Britain. Such is the revolution in the commercial 
affairs of a nation, which engrossed for nearly a century this 
important trade. 

The spirit of enterprize which had brought wealth to the 
Portuguese and to the Dutch, diffused a new principle in the 
rising commerce of England, associations being formed for 
extending on joint credit the trade of the realm. 

In 1554 Edwax'd VI. countenanced the establishment of the 
Russia Company : that monarch died previous to the grant of 
a charter, which was obtained from Philip and Mary. 

The Levant Company was established by Elizabeth in 158L 

The English Merchants, in 1589, turned their thoughts to 
the advantages which might be derived from engaging in a 
trade with India. A mjemorial appears to have been presented 
t6 the Lorfs of the Council in that year, adverting to the 
s4velc*al countries bordering on the Indian and China seas, 
shitihg /that such a trade would by degrees add to the naval 
of the country, and requesti|^ the Queen’s license for 
ships to be equipped for, and protected in such trade. 

‘ The 'mefhorikl' was favourably received, and in 1691 Captmh 
with three ships, was sent on the expedition. A 

subsequent 
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subsequei^)^ ^venture was made, in 1596^ and the result brought 
forward an association of merchant adventurers ; to whonij^ on 
the Slst December 1600, a charter was granted by ,,tfae Queeuy 
as the London Cqmpany^ being the first establishment of an 
Ei^lLsh East-India Company. 

The trade appeal's to have been directed to Acheen, and from 
thence through the Straits of Malacca, to Bantam and , to the, 
Spice Islands. Factories were established at Bantam and.the Mo- 
luccas. The Company’s servants resident at those settlements 
having represented that the cloths and calicoes imported from 
Cambaya, on the western side of India, were much esteemed by 
the natives in the eastern Archipclego, an establishment was 
formed in 1612 at Surat, under a phirniaiin from the Mogul, 
who then resided at Agra. The Portuguese, jealous of the 
English, endeavoured to obstruct their trade by attacking their 
fleet, but were repulsed ; and Mr. Edwards, who was sent as 
ambassador to the Mogul with presents, obtained a perpetual 
phirmaun for the trade of the English in his dominions. In 
1615 Sir Thomas Roe was sent as ambassador from James the 
First to the Mogul, and amongst the presents was a coach ; but 
Sir Thomas suggested that four or five handsome cases of red 
wine should be sent as presents to the King and Prince, as 

never were men more enamoured of that drinke as these two ; 
“ they would more highly esteem them than all the jewels in 

Chepeside.” A perpetual league of friendship between the 
Mogul and the King of England being agreed upon, British 
subjects were permitted to settle factories in any parts of the 
Mogul empire, specifying Bengal, Sundy, and Surat. . Sucli: 
was the commencement of the intercourse between India and 
Great Britain. 

During the first century of its existence the Company had to 
contend against foreign enemies in the Spaniards, Portuguese, 
and Dutch. The aggressions of the latter power were so repeated,' 
that the Company felt themselves constrained to appeal to Parlia** 
ment for redress. They likewise had to meet formidable oppenen^ 
at home in the private traders, who from time to time entreuebed 
upon their privileges ; and their attempts were promoted; by *ther 
grant from James I. of the privilege of trade to an association 
of merchants, at the head of which was Sir William 

who 
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who were afterwards called the Assada MercTiaiits, from a settle- 
ment of that name which they obtained on the island of Mada- 
gascar^^ The embaiTassments occasioned by such conflicting 
interests were lieiglitened by the important events which occur- 
red between tlie years 1640 and 1688, viz. the Civil W'ars, the 
Commonwealth, the Restoration, and the Revolution. Never- 
theless, the judicious policy pursued by the Company during 
those critical periods enabled them to surmount the difficulties 
which they had to encounter, and to preserve the trade of India 
to Great Britain. 

On the accession of William III. to the throne of Great 
Britain, various attempts were made to prejudice the public 
mind against the Company; and in January 1693, when the 
King had evinced a desire to protect the Company by granting 
them another Charter, the House of Commons resolved, “ that 
“ all the subjects of England have equal right to trade to the 

East-Indies, unless prohibited by Act of Parliament.” 

The effects of ten years’ war occasioned by tlie Revolution, 
and concluded by the treaty of Ryswick in 1697, had placed 
tlie commerce of the country in a very distressing situation. 
The effects were severely felt by the London Company ; and 
the circumstance of their having been prevented from making 
any dividends, by the losses experienced during the war, ope- 
rated greatly to their prejudice. 

In 1698 the Company, in order to relieve the finances of 
the country (burthened by the chai-ges incidental to a pro- 
tracted war), and to secure for a further term their exclusive 
privileges, oflered to advance to the public the sum of 
£700,000, at an interest of four per cent., provided the India 
trade was secured to them. Other merchants desirous to 
embark in such trade offered to raise £S,00Q,000 for the ser- 
vice of the state, at the rate of eight per cent., provided the 
trade was vested in them. Both parties were heard before the 
House of Commons. The wants of the state appear to have 
been the paramount consideration; and, notwithstanding the 
strenuous arguments urged by the London Company in sup- 
port of their charter, the act of the 10th of William III 
passed, for raising the sum of two millions at eight per cent., 
double the rate of interest offered by the London Company, 

the 
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the stibsoribers being incorporated by charter under the name 
of the English Company trading to the East-Indies.” Tlie 
LfOndoh Company had subscribed, in the name of their 
treasurer, £315,000 into the new stock. Their privileges not 
ceasing till ITOl, they memorialized Parliament to be continued 
a joint stock, for the purpose of managing the various interests 
involved in that sum. Leave was given to the Governor and 
other Directors who were members of Parliament to prepare 
and bring in a bill for that purpose, which passed the Houses 
of Parliament. Agreeably to the custom of the time, the parties 
prayed permission to attend the King, to request that his Ma- 
jesty would be graciously pleased to give it his royal assent. 

On the 8th March 1700, the Governor and Committees 
with one hundred Proprietors, accompanied by the Lord 
Mayor, Sheriffs, and ten of the Aldermen of London, 
obtained an audience of his Majesty at Kensington ; at which 
the King was pleased to assure them of Ins favour and protec- 
tion, recommending at the same time an union of the two Com- 
panies to their serious consideration, as it was his opinion 
“ that it would be most for the interest of the India trade.” 

The London Company were accordingly continued a cor- 
poration by the 12th William the Hid, until the sum of 
£2,000,000 should be redeemed. Being possessed of the forts 
and factories in India, instead of relaxing in the trade they 
prosecuted it with greater zeal, and sent out orders to their 
servants well calculated to defeat the expectations of the Eng- 
lish Company. In 1701 the contest between the two Com- 
panies was carried on with such warmth, and the contention 
was so severe, that Mr.Vernon, by order of the King, desired 
to know what progress had been made in effecting a union, 
which measure had been recommended by the King in the 
preceding year. A meeting consequently took place. Seven 
persons from each of the two Companies were appointed to 
treat on the subject of the union. The terms were agreed 
upon in the month of January 1702. Twelve managers from 
each Company were appointed a Court of Managers, for the 
purpose of considering all matters relating to trade and settle- 
ment for the term of seven years; when the arrangement was 
finally effected under the award of the Lord High Treasurer, 


in 
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in pursuance of the Gth of Aunc, from whicli pcx‘iod until 1793 
the trade with Jndia w'as exclusively vested in the Company.'*^ 

As tliat period approached, the nierchants of I^iivei’pool 
(anticipating the abolition of the Slave Trade) made strenuous 
elforls to shew lhat tlie monopoly in the hands of the Company 
was injurious to commerce. I'heir arguments were met in the 
reports drawn up by a Select Committee of the Court of Di- 
rectors, ilatetl in September and December 1791 and January 
1792. In 1793 tlie Act of the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 52, "was 
passed, continuing in the Kast-Iiidia Comjjany the possession 
of the British territories in India, together with tlie exclusive 
trade, under certain limitations, for the iiirther term of twenty 
years, until 1813. By that act British subjects were first per- 
mitted to export to India, in Company’s ships, goods and 
manufactures of Great Britain and Ireland (with the exception 
ol* military stores), and to import goods from India: the 
Company were required to set apart 3,000 tons annually for 
that purpose. It was also provided, that slioiild the Company 
fail to export anniiaHy 1,.500 tons of copper, the proprietors of 
copper might export that quantity, or the deficiency, in the 
C'onqxany’s ships. In failure of the Company importing a suf- 
ficient supply of calicoes, the Board of Commissioners were 
empowered to permit individuals to import them in Company’s 
ships ; the rate of freight for goods exported from Great Britain 
£5, and on imported £15. 

By the Navigation Act, 12 Charles II, cap. 18, the trade of 
the British settlements in Asia, Africa, and America was re- 
served to vessels belonging to England, Ireland, Wales, and 
Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

Ill 1797, by the Act of 37 Geo. Ill, cap. 117, vessels of 
countries in amity with his Majesty were permitted to trade to 
and from India, under certain conditions. 

In the year 1802 the means of trading to and from India was 

considerably 

* The Regulating Actof 177S^ under which the Dircctorii arc elected for four 
years, and a governor-general and council first established, together witli the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta, os also the institution of the Board of 
CoTTiTnissioners for the Affairs of India in 1784, and the subsequent legislative pro- 
visions as to Uie military forces in India, are noticed under the respective lieach in 
this work. 
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considerably extended to the private traders : mucli interesting 
matter connected with the measures then adopted will be fouiul 
in the pajjers printed for the Proprietors at that period. It 
w'as not, however, until tlie year 1813, that the important, 
change took place in the principles upon which the tratle witli 
India had been conducted for upwards of two centuries. The 
negociatioii for a renewal of the Company's exclusive privileges 
commenced in the year 1808. The arguments advanced by the 
Executive Body in support cf the system which had so long 
prevailed, arc to be found in the voluminous and valuable 
correspondence which w-as carried on bctw'eeii his Majesty’s 
Ministers and the Court of Directors, up to the time when the 
Act of the 53d Geo. Ill, cap. 135, was passed, opening to the 
public the trade with India, under certain restrictions as to the 
size of the ships, which were not to be of less burthen than 3.50 
tons; to be furnished with a license, ^nd, in the first instance, 
to touch ill the outward voyage at a principal settlement, unless 
a special license luul been obtained to proceed direct to a 
minor port ; with various other regulations. By that Act the 
China Trade is reserved to the Company until three years' 
notice given by Parliament, anytime after the 10th April 1831, 
and upon the discharge of the debt due to the Company : the 
Company, liowever, continuing an incorporated body, and 
enjoying the right of trading, as granted to them by the 9th 
and 10th of William, 33d Geo. Ill, and by the 33d Geo. Ill, 
c. 155. 

In the 20tli clause of the latter Act, a power was reserved to 
the Legislature for authorizing further extension of private 
trade during the further term granted to the Company. 

Under this reservation an act was introduced in the next ses- 
sion (1814)^ termed the Circuitous Trade Act, which permitted 
trade in ships navigated according to law, to and at any inter- 
mediate ports, or places, or countries, between the United 
Kingdom and the limits of the Company’s Charter, situate in 
North and South America (except his Majesty’s colonies and 
possessions), and to and at Madeira, the Canaries, the Cape de 
Verd Islands, St. Helena, and the Cape of Good Hope. No 

alteration 


54 Geo. 3, cap. B4. 



rilADE WITH INDIA. 723 

alteration was made as to tlie size of the vessels, licenses, or 
otherwise. 

In June 1817 a further extension was granted, by admitting 
a trade direct from Malta and Gibraltar to and from the ]>laces 
within the Company’s limits, under the 57th Geo. Ill, c. 36; 
and likewise with the places described in the .^ith Geo. Ill, 
c. 3i, all restrictions as to the size of ships employed in such 
trade were removed ; at the same time no vessels carrying on 
that trade of less than 350 tons could be admitted to entry 
or clear out in the United Kingdom. The governments of 
Malta and Gibraltar were to issue licenses, but not to grant 
special licenses: ships were not to sail until the master or com- 
mander had delivered a list of passengers and arms on board, 
which lists were to be forwarded to the Court of Directors. 

lly the .57th Geo. Ill, cap. 95, the trade vrithin the Com- 
pany’s limits was exempt from the operation of the navigation 
laws; and by the 59th Geo. Ill, cap. 54 (1819), American ves- 
sels are allowed to clear out from the United Kingdom for 
India. 

In June 1821, by the 1st and 2il Geo. IV, cap. 6.5, the Com- 
pany and others were allowed to trade to and from any inter- 
mediate places between Great Britain and the limits of the 
Compan^^’s charter, and to discharge the whole or any part of 
their cargoes, and to take on board other goods, &c. ; a tradt* 
was likewise permitted, directly and circuitously, between all 
places within the Company’s limits and countries in amity with 
his Majesty, the trade in tea alone excepted. The size of the 
ships, &c. &c. to remain unaltered. 

In the year 1822 the subject of a repeal of the size of ships 
engaging in the Indian trade, with various other points, came 
under the consideration of the Company ; who ct>nsented io the 
repeal of the restriction as to the size of the ships, ])rovidctl 
that an equalization of duty on East-Iridia and Wcsl-India 
sugar took place, and India-built ships were admitted to the 
full privilege of British registry- In consequence of the late- 
ness of the period at which these points were brought forward, 
the matter was dropj)cd for that session. 

The subject was reviv(*d in the following year, '^fhe endeavour 
toohlain an equalization of duty on sugars failetl, the motion for 

3 A 2 a eoni* 
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ri, committee in tlie House of Commons being lost. A bill for 
consollcliiling the several laws as to the trade with India was 
brought forward, and passed into a law on the 18th July 1823 
(the 4ith Geo. IV, cap. 80), repealing so much of the act of 53d 
Geo. IV, cap. 155, as authorizes the trade to and from the 
ports and places within the limits of the Company’s charter 
(excepting China), and as respects the disposition in the United 
Kingdom of all articles manufactured of silk, hair, and cotton- 
wool, or any mixture thereof ; and likewise the whole of the 
54 th Geo. Ill, cap. 34, commonly called the Circuitous Trade 
Act; of the 55th Geo. HI, cap. 116, as to the registry of India 
ships ; of the 57th Geo. Ill, cap. 36, as to the trade to and 
from India and the Mediterranean ; and of the 59tli Geo. Ill, 
as to the size of ships engaging in the trade between the United 
Kingdom and New South Wales; and the 1st and 2d Geo. IV, 
cap. 65, as to the trade to and from places within the limits of 
the Company’s charter, and ports or places beyond tlic limits 
belonging to any state or country in amity with his Majesty. 

The act of 4th Geo. IV, cap. 80, admits vessels into the 
trade with India without any limitation in respect of the 
amount of tonnage, and declares a license unnecessary for ships 
proceeding in the first instance to one of the principal settle- 
ments, whether from the United Kingdom or from the Medi- 
terranean. The employment of lascars and other Asiatic 
sailors is subjected to special limitation and pi’ovision, under 
regulations to be framed by the Supreme Government in India, 
which regulations are to have the effect of a law. A penalty is 
imposed on commanders who sliall take out unlicensed persons 
to India, and the restrictions as to the resort of persons to 
India remain in full force. In July 1825, the 6th Geo. IV, 
cap. 110, was passed, under which ships or vessels wholly of 
the built of some of the colonies in Asia are entitled to re- 
gistr }\ — {Vide Shipping and Navigation.) 

In 1824 an act was also passed to enable tlie £ast-India 
Company to trade direct from China to America. 


LAWS 
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LAWS. 


Trade may ^l»c (1) And bc it further enacted, that it shall be lawful 
t^h” ves-!!'lTwU^^ Majesty’s subjects, in ships or vessels 

al! places, except registered and navigated according to law, to carry on 
Kast^Indlac'om traffic in any goods, wares, or merchandize, 

pany’s charter, cxccpt tea, as well directly as circuitously, between 
all ports and places belonging either to his Majesty, or 
to any prince, state, or country at amity with his Majesty, and all 
ports and places whatsoever situate within the limits of the charter 
of the Company, except the dominions of the Emperor of China, 
and also from port to port and from place to place within the same 
limits, except the said dominions of the Emperor of China, under 
such rules and restrictions as arc hereinafter mentioned ; any thing in 
any act or acts of parliament, or in any charter of the said Company, 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Company may (2) And bc it further eiiactcd, that it shall and may 

tnidc whidi"^liis liiwfiil for the said United Company to carry on any 

iMajesty’s other trade and traffic which his Majesty’s other subjects 

suhjofis may car- (jm-ry on under the authority of this act; any 

ry on. 

thing in any charter of the said Company, or in any act 
or acts of parliament to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Act not to per- (3) I Vovidcd always, and be it further enacted, that 
miuhlTlhni'ts^ nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed 
the Coiniiany’s to extend to permit the importation into the United 

charter, which Kingdom, or into any colony or possession of his Ma- 
CHiinot now Ic- , ° . / , , i t-. 

gaily ho carried without the limits oi the charter oi the East- 

India Company, of any goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, the produce of countries without such limits, which cannot now 
bc legally imported from such countries respectively into the United 
Kingdom, or into such colonies or possessions of his Majesty, nor to 
permit the exportation from the United Kingdom, or from such 
colonies or possessions to any countries without such limits, of any 
goods, wares, or merchandize, which cannot now be legally carried 
from the United Kingdom, or from such colonics or possessions to 
such countries. 


4 CillO. 1, 

c. so, 

§ 


§ .L 


§ 4 . 


§ 5 . 


(4) Military stores not to bc carried out by any person or persons 
except the Company, without a special license. ( Vide Military Stores, 
page 506.) 

Vessels not to (.5) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that 
porrbciwccn d'm lawful for any ship or vessel, other than 

Indus and Ma- a ship or vessel of the said Company, to proceed from 
lacca, until ad- qj. p|ac(» without the limits of the said Com- 

at one of the* pa»y « charter to any port or place on tlie continent ot 
principal settle- Asia, between the river Indus and the town of Ma- 
inenis m India, inclusive, other than the said Company’s prlnci- 

A ri pal 
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1823. 

4 Geo. 4) 
c. 80, 

§ 6 *. 

§ 7 . 


§ 8 . 


§9. 

§ 10 . 


pal settlements of Fort William, Fort St. George, Bombay, and Prince 
of Wales’ Island, until after such ship or vessel shall have been ad- 
mitted to entry at some one of the said four principal settlements, 
without a special license in writing from the Court of Directors of 
the said United Company, any thing herein before contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

(6) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that If Court of 

, , 1 * .• 1 11 1 . 1 Directors do not 

when and as often as any application shall be made j.o„jp|y 
to the said Court of Directors for a license, specially application for 
autliorizing any ship or vessel to proceed to any place J™,™, 
or places upon the continent of Asia, from the river same shall bo re- 
Indus to the said town of Malacca inclusive, other ^ 

than the said four principal settlements, the said Court Ailiiiis of India, 
of Directors shall, within fourteen days from the 
receipt thereof, unless they shall think fit to comply therewith, trans- 
mit the same to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 
together with any representation which the said Court may think 
proper to make upon the subject of such application ; and in case the 
said lioard of Commissioners shall think fit to direct the said Court of 
Directors to issue such license, the said Court of Directors shall, and 
they arc hereby required forthwith to issue the same, upon such terms 
and conditions as the said Board of Commissioners shall from time to 
time think fit : provided always, that in all cases in which the said 
Board of Commissioners shall direct the said Court of Directors to 
issue any such license, which they shall have declined to issue with- 
out such direction, the special circumstances inducing them to give 
such directions shall be recorded in the books of the said Board. 

(7) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that Additional ports 
it shall be lawful for the said Court of Directors of the the ^Tudir and' 
East-India Company, with the consent and approba- town of Malacca, 

tion of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, to &^'>™aybecon- 
- , , , , , sidcred as prin- 

declarc that any other port or place, or ports or places cipal settlements 

on the continent of India, between the Indus and the of die said Com- 
town of Malacca, or in any island in the East-Indian 
seas, under the government of the said Company, or of his Majesty, 
shall be considered for the purposes of this act only as one of the 
principal settlements of the said Company, and such port or place, or 
ports or places, shall be so considered accordingly. 

(8) Act not to permit trade with China, or in tea . — ( Vide China, 
page 152.) 

(9) Provided also, and be it enacted, that it shall Goods only to 
not be lawful to import any goods, wares or merchan- p^ts Tulving"**' 
dize from any port or place within the limits aforesaid, warehouses or 
into any port of the United Kingdom, except only such 

as shall be provided with warehouses, together with wet docks or 
basins, or such other securities as shall, in the judgment of the said 

commissioners 
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commissiQncrs ol’the treasury Ibr the time being, or any three or more 
of tliem in Great Britain and Ireland respectively, be fit and proper 
I’or the deposit and safe custody of all such goods, wares and mer- 
chandize, as well as for the collection of all duties payable thereon, 
and shall liavebeen duly declared so to be by the order of his Majesty 
in C'ouiicil in Great Britain, or by order of the Lord-lieutenant in 
Council in Ireland: provided always, that copies of all such orders in 
council, to be issued as aforesaid, shall have been published three 
times at least in the London or Dublin Gazette, as the case may be ; 
and copies of all such orders shall be laid before both houses of Par- 
liament in the session next after the issuing of the same respectively. 


List of persons (|0) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it 
boanf^to^he'd lawful tor any ship or vessel engaged in trade 

liveredtothecol- under the authority of this act, other than the sliips of 
lector, &c. United Company, to clear out from any port 

or place belonging to his Majesty, or to any j)rince, state or country 
in amity with his Majesty, where any consul or vice-consul of his 
Majesty shall be resident, for any port or place under the government 
of his Majesty or of the said Company, situate more to the northward 
than eleven degrees of south latitude, and between the sixty-fourth 
and one hundred and fiftietli degrees of east longitude from London, 
until the master or other person having the coininand ol* such ship or 
vessel shall have made out and exhibited to the collector of the cus- 
toms, or other person duly appointed, or to his Majesty’s consul or 
vice-consul resident at such port or place of clearance (as tlic case may 
be), a true and perfect list, in such form as has been settled in virtue 
of former acts, or shall from time to time be settled by the Court of 
Directors of the said Company, with the approbation of the Board of 
Commissioners for the affairs of India, specifying and setting forth the 
names, capacities, and descriptions of all persons embarked or intended 
to be embarked on board such ship or vessel, and all arms on board 
or intended to be put on board the same ; and when and as soon as 
any such vessel shall have been admitted to entry at any such port or 
place within the limits aforesaid, the master and other person having 
the command of such ship or vessel shall in like manner make out 
and exhibit to the principal officer of the customs, or other person 
thereunto authorized, a true and perfect list, in form to be settled as 
aforesaid, specifying the names, capacities, and descriptions of all per- 
sons on board, or who shall have been on board such ship or vessel 
from the time of the sailing thereof to the time of arrival, and of all 
arms on board, or which shall during that time have been on board 
such ship or vessel, and the several times and places at which such of 
the said persons as may have died or left such ship or vessel, or such 
of the said arms as may have been disposed of, have been disposed of. 

Ships engaged (H) And be it further enacted, that so much of the 
said act of the fifty-third yeai^ of his said late Majesty’s 
3 A i reign, 


ill southern 


LAWS. 

lft2:L 
^ Geo. *1, 

i*. 80 , 

‘5 10. 


§ II. 


s 12. 
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1823. 

4 Geo. 4, 
c. 80, 

§ 12 . 


§ 13. 


§14. 


§ 1 ;.. 


reign, and so much of an act passed in the thirty-eighth wliale firfiorics-fo 
year of his said late Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An 
“ Act for the further encouraging the Southern Whale act.— 3« Geo. 3, 
“ Fisheries;” and an Act passed in the forty-second 

/. 1 • . t 1 n/r - . * .11 * 43Guo. 

year of Ins said late Majesty s reign, intituled, “ An 3 , 0 . 90 .— 5 1 Geo. 
“ Act for continuing the Premiums alloived to Ships ^34. 

employed in and for enlarging the limits of the Southern Whale 
‘‘ Fishery and an act passed in the forty-third year of his said late 
Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for enlarging the Limits of the 
“ Southern Whale Fishery and an act passed in the fifty-first year 
of his said late Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for continuing the 

Premiums allowed to Ships employed in the Southern Whale 
“ Fishery,” or any other act or acts as regulates the limits within 
which ships or vessels fitting and clearing out conformably to the said 
act of the thirty-lifth year of his said late Majesty’s reign, for en- 
couraging and regulating the southern whale fisheries, may sail and 
pass, shall be and the same arc hereby repealed ; hut ships and ves- 
sels clearing out conformably to the said act of the thirty-fifth ycar 
of his said late Majesty’s reign, shall be subject to such and the same 
restrictions as the ships and vessels of his Majesty’s subjects generally 
engaged in trade, under the authority of this act, are hereby made 
subject to. 

(12) And be it further enacted, that all goods and 
coniinodities imported under the authority or this act oiimiitar m.-iy he 
into the island of Malta or its dependencies, or into ro-exportod. -a 
the port of (libraltar, from any ports or jilaccs within 

the limits of the said Company’s charter, may he re-exported from the 
said island, port, or places to the United Kingdom, and imported into 
any of the ports where such goods and commodities may be lawfully 
imported, in like manner, and subject to all such regulations and pro- 
visions as if such goods and commodities were imported directly from 
the place of their growth, production, or manufacture ; any thing in 
an act passed in the third year of tlie reign of his present Majesty, 
intituled “ An Act for the encouragement of Navigation and Coni- 
“ mcrcc, by regulating the Importation of (roods and Merchandize, 
“ so far as relates to the Countries or Places from whence and the 
‘‘ Ships in which such Importation shall be made,” or in any other act 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(13) Duties payable on goods the produce of countries within the 
Company's limits, and imported into his Majesty’s possessions in 
America and the West-Indies, to be the same as arc payable on the 
importation into such possessions of similar goods from the United 
Kingdom. 

(14) Provided alwa 3 's, and be it further enacted, that Not to .nfrei t 
nothing in this act contained shall in any wise aflect the 

power vested in his Majesty in Council, by an act ngard to t)je 

passed 
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Ciipe of Good passed in the first year of the reign of his present Ma- 
Maiirithlsf-^*r ^^^tituled An Act to continue, until the fifth 

Gfo. 4, c. 11.— “ day of July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
Not to afreet cer- « fifty-scventli year of his late Ma- 

Geo. 3, c. sff. ‘‘ jesty, for regulating the Trade and Commerce to and 
‘‘ from the Cape of (rood Hope, and for regulating the 
Trade of the Island of Mauritius i* And that nothing hereinbefore 
contained shall extend, or be construed to extend to affect the regu- 
lations, restrictions, and provisions contained in an act passed in tlie 
fifty-fourth year of his said late Majesty’s reign, intituled An Act to 
“ alter the periods of making up and presenting certain Accounts of 
** the said Company to Parliament.” 

Not to repeal ( 15 ) Provided always, and he it further enacted, that 
to rel contained shall extend or he con- 

sort of persons to striicd to extend to repeal any of the provisions of the 
said first recited act of the fifty-third year of his said 
late Majesty’s reign, concerning the resort of persons to the hhist- 
Indies, or other place witliin tlie limits of the Company’s charter, or 
t(» jiermit any persons engaged in trade under the authority of this act, 
to reside at any place on the continent of Asia, between the river 
Indus and the town of Malacca, or at the said Company’s factory of 
llencoolen, or its dependencies, without permission duly obtained, in 
conformity to the provisions of the said act, of the said Company. 

33 Geo. 3, c. (10) Provided always, and be it further cnai^ted and 
0 j " declared, that nothing in this act contained sliall ex- 

tend, or be construed to extend, to repeal or affect any 
of the powers, provisions, clauses, matters, or things, contained in 
an act of the said parliament of (jreat-Britain, passed in the thirty- 
third 3 X’ar of his said late Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act for 
“ continuing in the Kast-India Company fora further term the pos- 
“ session of the English Territories in India, together with their 
“ exclusive Trade, under certain Limitations; for establishing further 
“ Regulations for the Government of the said Territories, and the 
‘‘ better Administration of Justice within the same; for appropriating 
“ to certain uses the Revenues and Profits of the said Company ; 

“ and for making provision for the good Order and Government of 
“ the Towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay;” or in an act of the 
parliament of Ireland passed in the said twenty -third year of his 
said late Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for regulating the 
“ Trade of Ireland to and from the East-Indies, under certain con- 
“ ditions and provisions, for a Time therein mentioned;” for the 
purpose of restraining clandestine and illicit trade into and from the 
I2ast-Indics and parts within the limits of the said Company’s chtirtcr ; 
or in the said act of the fifty-third year of his said late Majesty’s 
reign relative to such clandestine and illicit trade ; hut that the same 
shall be deemed to be and continue in force, and to ap[)Iy to all ships 

luul 


LAWS. 

1823. 

4 Gc?o, 4, 
c, 80, 

§ 15. 


§ id. 
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LAWS, and vessels of his Majesty’s subjects, other than the ships of the said 
Company, sailing or being found within the limits of the said Com- 
4 Geo. 4, pany’s charter, and not having complied with the directions of this 

c. «o, act, and to all and every persons and person who shall bo found on 

^ board the same, or shall have been conveyed on board the same 

into any place within the said limits, and also to all and every person 
and persons who shall be found at any place on the continent ol* Asia 
between the river Indus and the town of Malacca, or at the said 
Company’s factory of Bencoolen or its dependencies, or at any place 
within the dominions of the Emperor of China, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of the said act of the fifty-third year of his said 
late Majesty’s reign, or of this act. 

§ la. (17) And be it further enacted, that if any com- I^mishing com- 
mander or other officer of any ship or vessel engaged 
in trade under the authority of this act, shall knowingly taking persons 
and wilfully take on board, or connive at the taking on ijoanl, or 

_ _ *' 1 -1 !• 1 giving false lists 

board any person or persons, or exhibit any false or of passengers. 

incomplete list of the persons embarked, or intended 
to be embarked on board of his vessel, contrary to the true intent 
and meaning of the said act of the fifty-third year of his said late 
Majesty’s reign, or of this act, every such commander or officer who 
shall offend therein shall incur and forfeit for every offence one hun- 
dred pounds, to be recovered in such and the same manner as the 
penalties imposed by the said acts of the fifty- third year of his said 
late Majesty’s reign, or cither of them, are thereby made recoverable ; 
one-half part of which penalty shall belong to such person or persons 
as shall inform or sue for the same, and the otlier half-part to the said 
United Company ; and if the said United Company shall inform or 
sue for the same, then the whole of the said penalty shall belong to 
the said Company. 

§ 20. (1®) Lascars and natives of India not to be British mariners within 

the meaning of the 34tli Geo. Ill, cap. 68. 

§ 21. Four British seamen to every 100 tons of registered burthen 

sufficient. 

§ 22 . (20) In cases where in India a sufficient number of British seamen 

cannot be obtained, governors may license the ship to sail. 

§ 2 : 1 . (21) British seamen not required on board vessels employed in port 

to port trade in India. 

§ 24 . (22) 54th Geo. Ill, c. 134, repealed so far as relates to Asiatic 

sailors, Ac. except as to the recovery of money due on bonds. 

§ 25 & 26. (23) Governor-general of Fort William in Bengal to make rules 

and regulations to be observed by owners, masters, and officers, as to 
crews wholly or in part natives, for their return to India ; which rules 
and regulations, until repealed or altered, to be observed in like 
manner as if they had formed part of this act. 


(24) Masters 
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(24) Masters of vessels to make out list of every lascar, &c. on 
board, before such ship shall be admitted to entry. 

(25) Penalty of ten pounds for non-obscrvancc of regulations for 
every lascar or Asiatic sailor on board. 

(26) Form of conviction stated. 

(27) Penalty how to be levied. 

(28) Lascars convicted of vagrancy to be shipped on board of 
vessels bound to the place from whence brought. 

(For laws from Section 20 to 31, vide Shipping.) 


1H2;l 

•1 (^vo. 
f. KO, 
§27. 

§ & 2‘J. 

§ 30 . 

§ 31. 


Trade bettocen China and America. 


T.dst-lnilia Com- / 29 ) Whereas it is expedient that the United Com- 
pany, or persons « .r . ^ A t % i* it. 

liceiiseclby ilieni of Merchants of England trading to the East- 


may trade diiect Indies on their own account, or by persons to be li- 
censed by them, should be authorized by law to export 
nil's in West-In- direct from China to the British colonics and plantations 
in America, tea and other merchandize : be it enacted, 
that from and after the passing of this act it shall and may be law- 
ful for the said United Company, and also for any other of his 
Majesty’s subjects, with the special leave and license of the said 
United Company in writing, or a special leave arid license in writing 
under their authority for that purpose, to export in ships navigated 
according to law, from any port or ports, within the dominion of the 
Emperor of China, any tea, or other goods, wares, or merchandize, 
the produce or manufacture of any country witliin the limits of the 
said Company’s charter, and to carry and import the same direct into 
any oi’ tlie British colonies or plantations in America, any law, 
statute, charter, or usage, to the contrary notwithstanding. 


1821. 

5 Gi'o. 4, 
c. 88. 



VOLUNTEEIl REGIMENT. 


In ihc montli of March 1820 the General Court, at the 
unanimous recommendation of the Court of Directors, autho- 
rized the Court to offer to his Majesty to raise and maintain, 
at the expense of the East India Company, a corps of volunteer 
infantry, not exceediiifr 800 rank and file, from amonjjst the 
persons in the Company’s emploj", to be officered and arranged 
upon the plan of the regiments maintained by the Company 
during the late war. t)n the 25th March the Court were in- 
formed by a letter from Dol’d Viscount Sidmoiith that his 
Majesty had been graciously pleased to accept of the oflcr. A 
bill was accordingly introduced into Parliament to enable the 
Company to raise and main tain such a corps, the charge and 
expenses thereof to be deemed political cluirges. The roj’al 
assent was given to the bill on the 21th July 1820. same 

marks of royal favour have been extended to the existing regi- 
ment as were bestowed upon the three regiments raised ajul 
maintained during the late war. The regiment is designated 
The Royal East India Volunteeks. The King has been gra- 
ciously pleased to permit them to wear the same uniform as 
was fixed upon by his late Majesty ; and the officers enjoy the 
peculiar privilege of holding their commissions immediately 
from their sovereign. The field officers are cliosen from the 
Directors the captains and sidialtcrns from the officers and 
clerks; and the non-coiiimissioiicd officers and privates from 
the warehouse establishment. The regiment being regularly 
trained and exercised a certain number of days in each j'car, 
its state of discipline is excellent. 

Under 

William Astcll, Esq., Colonel 

William W'igrain, Ksq., M.I*. ...IJcnteiiant- CoIoikI 
Chuilob E .1] Major 
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Under the forcgoinj; system it may readily be imagined that 
it is peculiarly efficient and valuable as a local force, applicable 
to any emergency in the metropolis, as well as to the protection 
of the valuable property deposited in the extensive warehouses 
#)f the Company, 


LAWS. 

East- India (1) Pc it enacted by the King’s most excellent 

iViy"*hc Majesty, by and with the advice and consent ol* tiie 

of a corps of VO- Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 
iiintecrs. present Parliament assembled, and by tlie authority of 

tlie same, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said United 
(’ompany, from time to time, to defray all and every the charges and 
expenses of raising, training, clothing, arming, paying and maintaining 
the said corps, as long as the services thereof shall be accepted by 
his Majesty, his lieirs or successors, the said act of the fifty-tliird 
year of* tlic reign of his late Majesty, or any appropriation, matter, 
clause, or thing therein contained, to the contrary thereof in anywise 
notwithstanding. 

Expense to be (2) And bc it further enacted, that all the charges 
expenses of tlie said corps shall bc deemed and 
ciiargcs. taken as [)art of the political charges of the said 

Company. 

Eitii)loyineiit of (3) And bc it further enacted, that such corps of 

)L coips. volunteers, so raised and maintained by the said United 

Company, shall and may be employed upon such service and for 
such purposes, upon and for which other volunteer corps, lawfully 
embodied, may be lawf’ully called and employed. 

Public act. (4,) And bc it further enacted, that this act shall be 

deemed and taken to be a public act, and shall be judicially taken 
notice of as such by all judges, justices, and others, without being 
specially pleaded. 


LAWS. 

1 tJeo. 4, 
c. 99, 
§ 1 . 


§ 2 . 


§;«. 


§ 4 . 
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WAREHOUSES OF THE COMPANY. 


Vauious acts have Ixjeii passed from time to time to regulate 
buildings and party walls, and for more effectually preventing 
mischiefs by fire within the cities of I.ondon and Westminster, 
&c. In 1774 the then existing provisions being found insuffi- 
cient to unswer the intended purposes, an Act was passed (the 
14th Geo. Ill, c. 78) for the further regulation of building, by 
which act buildings are divided into seven rates or classes, and 
the thickness of the external w alls of the several rates, and of 
the party walls laid down, wdth various other regulations. The 
w’arehouses which had been built by ihe East-India Company 
far exceeded the dimensions specified in the foregoing Act, and 
it became necessary to build other w^arehouses of a similar 
magnitude. An Act w’as passed in 1787, to free the Company 
from the regulations of the Building Act. 


LAWS. 


LAWS. 


27 Goo. 3, 
c. IH, 

§ 1 . 


(1) Whereas, by an act of Parliament made and Preamble.— 
passed in the fourteenth year of tlie reign of his present Company pos!*^ 
Majesty, intituled “An Act for the further and better sessed of and 
Regulation of Ihiildings and Party Walls it was j»i***ti*"g waro- 
amongst other things enacted, that no stack ot ware- ing thirty-five 
houses, to be erected after the twenty-fourth day of squares.^ — Expe- 
June, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, Company^ 
should contain more than thirty-five squares of building should be allow- 
on the ground plan thereof, including all the external present'**^ 

and internal w’^alls, and so much of the party walls, if warehouses, and 
any, as belonged to such stack of warehouses; and *;“hd others, 
that no enlargement should be at any time thereafter 
made to any stack of warehouses already built or the said act. — 
begun, so as to increase tlie same beyond the said thirty- 

thirty- 
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liouspsoftlicsaiil five squares on the ground plan, including such walls as 
be * Ivooil fmm except sucli stack of warehouse should be 

tlic rcM.ul;itions Separated and divided by one or more party wall or party 
oi* the saitl act. ^v^llls, built in every respect according to the directions 
therein before contained concerning party walls, into divisions of not 
more than thirty -five squares each, including such walls as aforesaid, 
on the ground plan of such \varehouses ; and that no stack of ware- 
houses should coinnumicate with any other warehouse or building 
through a party wall, unless the door case and sill of every such 
communication should be of stone, and unless there should be to 
every sucli communication a door of wrought iron, of the thickness of 
a quarter of an inch at least, in the pannels thereof; and that no 
timber bond or lintel should he laid into the brick work of any wall 
in any such stack of warehouses nearer than eighteen inches to the 
opening of such communication : and whereas the United Company 
of Merchants ol‘ England trading to the East Indies are possessed 
and ill the use of warehouses heretofore erected, which, on the ground 
plan thereof, exceed thirty-five squares, without any division ; and 
they arc now building, and may hereafter build other warehouses, for 
the purpose of carrying on their trade, wJiich arc necessary to be 
built of dimensions exceeding thirty-five squares, without being 
divided by a party wall or party walls, as in the said act are 
expressed : and whereas it is expedient that the said United Com- 
pany should he allowed to continue their present warehouses, and to 
imild new warehouses, of dimensions convenient to their trade, freed 
from the regulations and directions of the said recited act : may it 
therefore please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it 
enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, that the warehouses of the said United Company already 
erected, and the warehouses now erecting and hereafter to he erected 
for the use of the said United Company, and every of them, shall he 
freed from, and shall not be subject unto all or any the regulations 
and directions contained in the said recited act, in respect to tlic 
dimensions thereof, without a division or divisions by a party w'all or 
party walls ; but it shall and may be lawful for the said United 
Company to continue their warehouses already built or building, and 
hereafter to build new warehouses for their own use, of dimensions 
exceeding thirty-five squares, without dividing the same by a party 
W'all or party walls, and freed and discharged from the other regu- 
lations and directions mentioned and contained in the said recited 
act, respecting buildings in the cities of London and Westmin- 
ster, and other places in the said act mentioned ; any thing in the 
said recited act contained to the contrary in anywise notwith- 
standing. 


LAWS. 

17H7. 

27 Gio. 3, 
c. 4H, 

§ 1- 


(2) And 
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I.AWS. (2) And be it further enacted, that this act shall Public Act. 

be and be deemed and taken to be a public act ; and shall be judi- 

cLo. 3 , taken notice of as such, by all judges, justices, and other persons 

r. 48, § whomsoever, without specially pleading the same. 
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l*J{ESlUKN rs OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
THE AFFAIRS OF INDIA, 

From J 784-, the Dnln of its Ltsiilulion. 

Date of tlieir Appointment. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas (late Lord Melville). 
April 1801 Viscount Lewisham (late Earl of Dartmouth). 

Gth July 180::^.. Viscount Castlereagh. 

11th Eeb. 1800 . Lord Minto. 

15th July — . Right Hon. Thomas Grenville. 

.SOth 8ept. — . . Right lion. George Tierney. 

4th April 1807. . Right Hon. Robert Dundas. 

Nth July 1800. . Earl of Harrow^by. 

7th Nov. — . . Right. Hon. Robert Dundas (now Lord Melville). 
4th April 1812.. Earl of Buckinghamshire. 

4th June 1816. . Right Hon. George Canning. 

1 2th Jan. 1821. . Right Hon. Charles Bathurst, 
kh Feb. 1822. . Right Hon. Charles W. Williams Wynn. 

CHAIRMAN AND DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN, 

Si/jcc the Jtegidaiing Act of 1773. 

1773 : Chairman. . . . Henry Crabb Boulton, Esq. 

Deputy Edward Wheler, Esq. 

On llie ileatli of 3Ir. lluulion tlie Court, on the Jiitli OcIoIkt, appointed 

Kdward Whelor, Esq ('tiairnwn. 

John Tlarnsoii, .... . . Dcputi/, 

1 774 : Chairman .... Edward WJicler, Esq. 

Deputy John Harrison, Estj. 

1 775 : Chairman .... John Harrison, Es<p 

Deputy John Roberts, Esq. 

1776: Chairman John Roberts, Esq. 

Deputy William Janies, Estp 

J777 : Chairman . . . . George Wombwcll, Esq. 

Deputy William Devayncs, Esq. 

3 a 


1778: 
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1778: Chairman.... George Wombwell, Esq. 

Deputy William James, Esq. 

Afterwards Sir George Wombwell, Bart. 

Sir W. James, Bart. 

1779 : Chairman , ... Sir William James, Bart. 

Deputy William Devayncs, Esq. 

1780 : Chairman, , , , William Devaynes, Esq. 

Deputy Laurence Sulivan, Esq. 

1781 ; Chairman, , , , Laurence Sulivan, Estj. 

Deputy Sir William James, Bart. 

1782 : Chairman, , , , Robert Gregory, Esq. 

Deputy Henry Fleteher, Esq. 

Afterwards Sir II. Fletcher, Bart. 

'Ust.Tuly 1782. — Mr. Gregory disqualified, and tlic Court appointed 

Sir H. Fletcher, Bart Chairman; and 

1st Aug. 1782, the Court appointed 

Nathaniel, Smith, £sq..... Deputy, 

1783 ; Chairman , ... Sir H. Fletcher, Bart. 

Deputy Nathaniel Smith, Esq. 

2Cth Nov. 1783.— .Sir If. Fletcher disqualified, and the Court appointed 

N. Smitli, Esq... Chairman. 

‘J7th Nov. 1783.— William Devaynes, Ksq Deputy. 

1784} ; Chairman, , , , Nathaniel Smith, Esq. 

Deputy William Devaynes, Esq. 

1785 : Chairman. , , , William Devaynes, Esq. 

Deputy Nathaniel Smith, Esq, 

1786 : Chairman . . , . John Michie, Esq. 

Deputy John Motteux, Bsq. 

1787 : Chairman , , . . John Motteux, Esq. 

Deputy Nathaniel Smith, Esq. 

1788 ; Chairman Nathaniel Smith, Esq. 

Deputy John Michie, Esq, 

2a Dec. ITSS. — Wm. Devaynes, Esq. appointed Deputy Chairman in ihc room 
of John Michie, Esq., deceased. 

1789 : Chairman, , , , William Devaynes, Esq. 

Deputy Stephen Lushington, Esq. 

1790 : Chairman , , . . Stephen Lushington, Esq. 

Afterwards Sir S. Lushington, Bart. 

Deputy William Devaynes, Esq. 

1791 ; Chairman. . , , John Smith Burges, Esq. 

Deputy Francis Baring, Esq. 


1792 : 
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171)2: Chairman Prancis Baring, Esq. 

Depuiij folin Smith Burges, Esq. 

1 793 : Chairman .... William Devayncs, Esq. 

Deputy Thomas Cheap, Esq. 

1794: Chaiminn William Devayncs, Esq. 

Deputy John Hunter, Esq. 

1 79.5 : Chairman Sir S. Lushington, Bart. 

Deputy David Scott, Esq. 

1796: Chairman David Scott, Esq. 

Deputy Ilugli Inglis, Esq. 

1 797 : Chairman .... Hugh Inglis, Esq. 

Deputy Jacob Bosanquet, Esc^. 

1798: Chairman Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. 

Deputy Sir S. Lushington, Bart. 

1799 : Chairman — Sir S. Lushington, Bart. 

Deputy Hugh Inglis, Esq. 

1800: Chairman , . . . Hugh Inglis, Es(j. 

Deputy David Scott, Esq. 

1801: Chairman David Scott, Esq. 

Deputy, ..... Charles Mills, Esq. 

Sopl. 1801, — Mr. Scott resigned the chair, and the Court appointed 

Ciiark's Mills, Ks(| Chairman. 

.John Roberts, Esq Deputy, 

1802: Chairman , . . . John Roberts, Esej. 

Deputy Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. 

1803: Chairman.,,, Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. 

Deputy. ..... John Roberts, Esq. 

1804: Chairman Hon. W. F. Elpliinstono. 

Deputy Charles Grant, Esq. 

180.5: Chairman,,,, Charles Grant, Esq. 

Deputy George Smith, Esq. 

1 806 : Chairman .... Hon. W. F. EIpbinstone. 

Deputy Edward Parry, Esq. 

1807: Chairman Edward Parry, Esq. 

Deputy Charles Grant, Esq. 

1808: Chairman Edward Parry, Esq. 

Deputy Cl larles Grant, Esq. 

3 B 2 


1809 : 
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1809; Chaimimt Charles (j rant, Esq. 

Deputy William Astcll, Esq. 

1810: Chairman ... William Astell, Esq. 

Deputy Jacob Bosanqiiet, Esq. 

181 1 : Chairman . . . . Jacob Bosanquct, Esq. 

Deputy Sir Hugh Inglis, Hart. 

1812: Chairman . ... Sir Hugh Inglis, Hart. 

Deputy Robert Thornton, Esq. 

181 J : Chairman . . . . Robert Thornton, Esq. 

Deputy Hon. W. F. Elphinstonc. 

1814: Chairman . . . . Ilon.W. F. Elphinstonc. 
Deputy .John Inglis, Es(|. 

1815: Chairman Charles Grant, Esq. 

Deputy Thomas Reid, Esq. 

1810: Chairman..., Thomas Reid, Esq. 

Deputy John Hcbb, Es(j. 

1817 : Chairman . . . . John Hcbb, Esq. 

Deputy James Pattison, Esq. 

1818: Chairman.... James Pattison, Esq. 

Deputy Campbell Marjoribanks, Es(j. 

1819: Chairman.... Campbell Marjoribanks, Es((. 
Deputy G. A. Robinson, Es(j. 

1820: Chairman G. A. Robinson, Esq. 

Deputy. Thomas Reid, Esq. 

1821: Chairman.. . . Thomas Reid, Esq- 
Deputy James Pattison, Esq. 

1822: Chairman ... James Pattison, Esq. 

Deputy . ..... William Wigram, Esep 

1823: Chairman.. . William Wigram, Esq. 
Deputy William Astell, Esq. 

1824: Chairman.... William Astell, Esq. 

Dqmly Campbell Marjoribanks, Esq. 

1825: Chairman... . Campbell Marjoribanks, Esq. 
Deputy Sir G. A. Robinson, Hart. 

1826: Chairman., .. Sir G. A. Robinson, Hart. 
Deputy Hon. Hugh Lindsay. 
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GOV Ell NO us GENERAl,, 

Since the Itcfridating Act <^’177:3. 


Api>ointctl. 

Njimcd 111 y\ct/ •■•t u .• i--, 

of 1773 f Hastings, Lsq. 


Assumeil (iovLrniucut. Quilti-d Covi-riniK'iil 

rf.“ .'.'if [ I pch. 1/85. 

I I'lrstfoinuMi ) 


Sir John Maepherson ....... 1 Teh. 12 Sept. 1780. 

17 Feb. 1785. Lord Macartney. 

[His luurdship declined tlie appointment. ] 

21* Feb. 1780. Earl Cornwallis 12 Sept. 1780. 28 Oct. 1793. 

19 Sept. 1792. Sir John Shore 28 Oct. 1793. 0 Mar. 1798. 

[Afterwards Lord Tcignmoutli.] 

Sir AJiircd Clarke 0 Mar. 1798- 18 May 1798. 

1 Feb. 1797. Martpiis Cornwallis. 

1 2d August 17*)/, iVIanpii.s Corn walli.s resigned tlie appoiMlmciil. j 

i Oct. 1797. Lord Mornington 18 May 1798. 30 July 1805. 

[ Afterwards I\Iarquis Wellesley .J 

9 Jun. 1805. Marquis Cornwallis 30 July 1805. 5 Oct. 1805, 

I Diul.) 

Sir Geo. H. Barlow, Bart. 

I l*.na-JMpl» of Public liOUcr from IJengal, date 1 I d S*'ptcn.i;er advises llic 

appoinlincnt of Sir (leorge Harlow as President and Acting (lovi*rnor during l..ord 
Cornwallis’s absence j as'.umed government, on death t)f Alaripii-> Cornwallis, lOtli 
Octoiier appointed by Court liitli I’ebruary I ".Ob; apiu>inltnenl revoked by 

bis Aiiijcsly 21ith IMay l^jOti; succeeded by Lord Minio lilsl .Inly 

9 July 1800. Lord Minto .31 July 1807. 1 Oct. 1813. 

18 Nov. 1812. Lord Moira 1 Od. 181.3. 9 ,Jan. 182.3. 

[Afterwards IMarqiiis of IlaVings.] 

John Adam, Esq., succeeded . . 9 Jan. 1823. 1 Aug. 1823. 

[ As Senior (iJounsclIor,] 

27 Mar. 1822. The Right Hon. (ico. Canning. 

[IKtIi Septiinlur l!-i22, !VIf. (’anning resigned the api>ointmenl, in consequence of liav- 
ing been appointed liis Ai.ij«.sty’:. Secretary id’ .State for Foreign Allliirs. | 

Ort. isasj. Lord Anilicrst I Aiig. tSaS. 


COVEIINORS OP MADRAS, 

Since ai' Geo. Ill, ciiji. a5, ITS-I, Jirxt instihUing a Governor and Council 

III Madras. 

Appointed. Assumed Cmveniment. fpiiilU'd Oovernmeiii. 

2 Sept. 178‘L Lord Macartney 12 Feb. 1785. June 1785. 

Alexander Davidsoii, Esq 4* June 1785. 0 April 1780. 

(Counsellor.) 

9 I. 3 
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ApiKilntcd. Assumwl(ji(»vcrnmcnt. Quitted Govcrnincm. 

!) Mar. 1785. Sir A. Campbell 6 Apr. 1786. 7 Feb. 1789. 

6 Oct. 1784.-i John Hollond, Esq 7 Feb. 1789. 13 Feb. 1790. 

Apptd. provisionally. J ( Counsellor. ) 


E. I, Ilollond, Esq, 13 Feb. 1790. 20 Feb. 1790. 

(Counsellor.) 

7 July 1789. Major General W. Medows. ... 20 Feb. 1790, 1 Aug. 1792. 

28 April 1790. Sir Charles Oakelcy 1 Aug. 1792. 7 Sept. 1794. 

( Wlio had previously held the office of Governor in llic absence of General Medows, from 
15th October 1790 to 21st December 1791.) 


5^3 Oct. 1793. Lord Hobart 7 Sept. 1794. 

4 Oct. 1797. Major General Harris 21 Feb. 1798. 

13 Dec. 1797. Lord Clive .5 Sept. 1799. 

[The Governor- General, Lord .Morniiigton, having lield the office 
preceding.] 

17 Nov. 1802. Lord William Bcntinck 30 Aug. 1803. 

r Recalled by the Court 7th April 1807.) 

William Petrie, Esq 11 Sept. 1807. 

(Counsellor.) 


13 May 1807. 

20 Nov. 1812. 1 

3 Dec. 1813. 

1 1 Aug. 1819. 


Sir Geoigc II. Barlow 24 Dec. 1807. 

Licut.-Gcncral the lion. Johni gj jyj 
Abercromby / ^ 

The lliglit Hou. Hugh Elliott . . 16 Sept. 1814. 

Maj.-Gen. Sir T. Muiiro, K.C.B. 10 June 1820. 


21 Feb. 1798. 
2 Jan. 1799. 
30 Aug. 1803. 

from ‘Jtl January 


11 Sept. 1807. 

24 Dee. 1807. 

2) May 1813. 
16 Sept. 1811. 
10 June 1820. 


GOVEIINOKS OF BOMBAY, 

Since the Act Geo. HI, cap. 26, 1784, instituting a Governor and Council. 

Appointed. Assumed GoveriinioiU. Quittwl Governincul. 

3 Sept. 1784. llawson H. Boddara, Esq 0 Jan. 1783. 9 Jan. 1788. 

10 Sept. 1784. Andrew Ramsay, Esq 9 Jan. 1788. G Sept. 1788. 

5 Sept. 1787. Major-Cieneral W. Medows. ... 6 Sept. 1788. 21 Jan. 1790. 

5 Aug. 1789. Colonel Robert Abercromby... 21 Jan. 1790. 

I^tilh November 179*:?, tpiilled rresidency, having been appointed Coimnander-in-chief 
in India.) 

George Dick, Esq 26 Nov. 1792. 9 Nov. 1793. 

(Counsellor.) 

John Griffith, Esq 9 Nov. 1795. 27 Dec. 1793. 

(Coun.scllor.) 
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Appoinlctl. Assumed CiovcrnmonL. (juittuil Uovcrnmeiit. 

12 Nov. 1794'. .lonathan Duncan, Esq 27 Dec. 1795. 11 Aug. 1811. 

(Died.) 




George Brown, Esq 

(Counsellor.) 

. 11 Aug. 1811. 

12 Aug. 1812. 

7 Jan. 

18ia. 

Sir Evan Nepean 

, 12 Aug. 1812. 

1 Nov. 1819. 

7 Oct. 

1818. 

Hon. M. Elphinstonc 

. 1 Nov. 1819. 



GOVERNORS OF PRINCE OF 

WALES’ ISLAND. 

Appointed. 

5 Dec. 1804. 

Philip Dundas, Esq 

Took his Seat. 

. 19 Sept. 1805. 

Ouilleti. 

8 Apr. 1807. 
(Died.) 

2 Mar. 

1808. 

Colonel Macalister 

. IGOct. 1807. 

Sept. 1818. 

(Dad.) 

29 Jan. 

1812. 

William Petrie, Esq 

. 28 Sept. 1812. 

27 Oct. 1816. 

(Died.) 

18 Mar. 

1817, 

John Alex, Banncrman, Esq.. 

. 5i4Nov 1817. 

8 Aug. 1819. 
(Diwl.) 

1 Mar. 

4 Peb, 

1820. 

1824. 

William Edw, Phillips, Esq. . . 
Robert Fullerton, Esq 

. 11 Aug. 1819. 

. 20 Aug. 1824, 

Aug. 1824. 


3 B 4 
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•i;i Dfc. 1806 Lt.-Gen. Geo. Hewitt (Commander-in-chief ) 17 Oct. 1807 Lieut.-Gen.Lord Lake 1-1 Jan. 1812 Lt.-Gen. Sir G.Nugent 

•10 July 1806 Henry T. Colebrooke, Esq 21 Dec 1807 Sir Geo. H. Barlow. . 20 Dec.1812 Archibald Seton, Esq. 

1;! Mar. 1811 Lt.-Gen. Sir G. Nugent, (Commander-in-chief) M Jan. 1812 Lt.-Gen. G. Hewitt. . 28 Dec.lSli Geo. Dowdeswell, Esq. 

7 Apr. 1812 Neil B. Edinonstone, Esq 30 Oct. 1812 John Lumsden, Esq. . 30 Oct. 1817 James Stuart, Esq. 
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1 1 Apr. 1826 j Sir C. T. Metcalfe, Bt. (Provisional Counsellor) i 
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A pp i:ni)i X. 


( iin:r justices in Bengal. 

Appoint^!. Quitiotl. 

Charter of Justice, 'i t^i-* i 

S !6 March 177 . 1 ,. j I'-I'jal' 


1791. ... 

. Sir Robert Cluimhers 

1 A iig. 

1799. 

1798. ... 

Sir Jolm Anstruther, Bart 

22 Feb. 

1800. 

1807. . . . 

. Sir Henry Russell 


1813. 

1813. ... 

. Sir Edward H. East 

July 

1822. 

1821. .. . 

. Sir Robert II. Blossett 

1 Feb. 

1823. 


[Died 1st February 



I82:k ... 

Sir Cliristoplier Puller 


1821. 


[Died ‘iCth IVIay ISJI.J 



1825. .... 

. Sir Charles Grey. 




PUISNE JUDCiKS IN 15ENGAL. 


Appointoil. 
Ciiarter of Justice. 


L.liarter ot Justice. 

26 March 177-1. <->>an.l)crs 

[Appointed Chief Justice 1791 

— S. C. Lu Maistre, E.s(| 


— 1791. 


— John Ilytk*, E.stj 

178:3 Sir William Jones 

1791 Sir William Dunkiii 1 Aug. 1799. 

1790 Sir James Watson 

1797 Sir John Royds 20 Sept. 1810. 

1798 Sir Henry Russell — 1807. 

[Appointed Chief Justice 1807.] 

1805 Sir William Ilurroughs 20 Dec. 1815. 

1815 Sir Francis Macnaghten 2 March 1825. 

1810. .... Sir Anthony Buller. 

1824< Sir Charles Grey 2 Feb. 1825. 


[Appointed Chief .rustiee ‘Jd February 18 LM.| 

1825 Sir John Franks. 



A V P K N D I 


7'51.) 


i UlVA' JUSTICES AT MADRAS. 


Appoiiitcd. (jhiillftl. 


(^liarKT of Justice. "J 
Uuc. 1800. J 

J- Sir Thomas A. Strange 

. . . 1 June 1817. 

(i Sej)t. 

18J.5. 

Sir John 11. Newbolt 

. .. ai Aug. 1820. 

17 May 

1820. 

Sir Edmond Stanley 

28 Jail. 182;V 

28 Jan. 

18?25. 

Sir Ralph Palmer. 



PUISNE JUDGES AT MADRAS. 

xAppointoil. yuittcil. 



Ditto. Sir Bunjaniin Sullivan — Miiy 

— May 1801). Sir Erancis Macnai^Iitini ‘Ri^y IHlo. 

[Ufinoved to ]5engal .» July IBlo.J 

SO May 1810. Sir ,Jolin IT. Newbolt b Sipt. 1815. 

[Appointed chief justice G Sept, 1815.] 

S July 1815. Sir Edmund Stanley 1 May 1820. 

[Appointed cliief justice 17 May 1820.J 

() Sept. 1815, Sir Anthony Puller 10 April 1810. 

[Removed to Jlcngal 10 April 1810.] 

15 April 1817. Sir Andrew George Cooper SO Aug. 1821. 

[Died 30 Aug. 1821.] 

17 May 1820. Sir Charles E. Grey 18 Aug. 182'1. 

[Removed to Bengal 18 Aug. 1824.] 

— April 1822. Sir Willingham Franklin — May 1824'. 

[Died IMay 1824.] 

18 Aug. 1821. Sir Ralph Palmer Feb. 1825. 

[ A jipointed chief justice 2 Feb. 1825. j 

28 .fan. 1825. Sir Robert B. Comyn. 

7 March 1825. Sir George W. Ricketts. 


RECORDERS AT BOMBAY. 


Appointed. Ousted. 

ilTk 'Tm } S" Wi'"” 7 Ocu 1802 

[Died 7 Oct. 1802.] 

— .fune 1803. Sir James Mackintosh 5 Nov. 1811 


3 t: 1 
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A])|iuiiiu-d- Viiiitcil. 

Sir Alexander Aiii>triit)ier 10 July 1810. 

[Died 16 July lhl«J.] 

17 May 1820. Sir David Evans n Dee. 1821. 

[Died 5 Dec. Ih21. 

28 Aii{^. 1822. Sir Edward West 8 Det^ 182J. 


I Appointed chief justice of the New Supreme Court, « Dec. IKJ.h] 


CHIEF JUSTICE AT HOMllAY. 

AppointtMl. 


Clinrter of Justice. 

8 Dee. 182J. 


I Sir Edward W 


est. 



UECOUDEUS OP PRINCE of WALES’ ISLAND. 


Ajipuinted. Quilled. 

^25*'Mar.^T8()7. } Stanley 3 July 1815. 

[3d July 1815 uppointed to Madras.] 

0 Sept. 1815. Sir Andrew George Cooper J5 Apr. 1817. 

[15th -April 1817 appointed to Madras,] 

15 April 1817. Sir Ralph Rice 3 Dec. 182.3. 

[3d December 1H2.3 appointed to Bombay.] 

3 Dec. 1823. Sir Francis S. Bayley 20 Oct. 8824. 

[Died ‘JOth Oct. 1824.] 

3 Oct. 1825. Sir John Thomas Claridge. 


BISHOPS OF CALCUTTA. 

Appuinted. Qultteil. 

18 Feb. 1814. 'I'he Rev. Thos. Fanshawe Middleton, D.D. . 8 July 1822. 

[Died 8th July 1822.] 

14 May 1823. The Rev. Reginald Heber, D.D. 
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AllCHDlCACOXS ()!•' liENOAL. 


Nppoiiilrtl. Quillcti, 

- Alay ISlk Rev. Henry Lloyd Loring — Sept. 18^*^. 

[Died September 1822.J 

Oct. 18*23. Rev. Daniel Corrie. 


ARCMDLACONS OF MADRAS. 


A])|>ohU<'(l. OtiiUcil. 

— April 181 L Rev, John Moubley 31 Aug. 1819. 


1 13icd :ilst August 1811.] 

(i May 1820. Rev. ,1. E. Vaiigluin. 


ARCHDEACONS OF BOMRAY. 

— May 18 1 -L Rev. (icorge Barnes — Dec. 182o. 

1 lletired December 18‘J5. | 

— Dec. 1825. R(*v, John Hawtayne. 


( OMMANDERS^IN-CHIEF IN INDIA. 

\p]u)hile(l. Assuincil ('Dininand. Quitted Cotninaiid. 

7 Feb. 1774. Lieut.-Gcn. John Clavering .... 27 Oct. 1774. 30 Aug. F777. 

I Died ^lOlli .August 1777. — On the death of General Clavei ing, the duties of (.'ommaii- 
der-iii-chief were carried on by the Militiiry Board ; but on the Kith ()ctobt»r 1777, 
Brig.-Gen. Giles Stibbert,who was appointed provincial Gommandcr'iii>chief, as- 
suine<l the command of the unny, whicli he held till the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote. 

17 April 1777. Lt.-Cien. Sir Eyre Coote, K.B. . 25 Mar. 1779. 27 April 1783. 

[DiedilO April 1777. — Brig.-Gen. Siibbert again assumed ilie chief command, and Iield 
the same until Lieut.-Gen. Sloper arrived.] 

27 Oct. 178(5. Licut.-Gciicral Robert Sloper. . 21 July 1785. 12 Sept. 178(5. 

11 Apr. (^‘'^‘'™"'-jl2Sq.t.l7H6. 28 Oct. 17U3. 

I Colonel Mackenzie and Colonel Alimuty were appointed to tiu* chief command during 
the absence of Lord Cornwallis in the years 17110 and 170.'!.] 

19 Sept. 179*2. Maj.-Gen. Sir K. Abcrconiby.. . 28 Oct. 1793. 39 Apr. 1797. 

I .Maj.-Gen. Morgan Jield the chief command during General Abcrtruinliy’? absence.] 
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Appointed. Asiiumeil Coinmaiul. QuittciKloniiiuiinl. 

4 0ct. 17»7. Lt-Gcn. Sir A. Clarke, K.B.. . 17 May 17!)a .‘llJulylSOl. 

[Having Iiold the jirovindul cuininaiul from the iiOtli April 

13 Aug, 1800. Lit‘ut.-(xen. Gerard Lake 31 July 1801. 30 July 1805. 

I Afterwards Liml Lake.] 

20 Mar. 1805. Martjuis Cornwallis (Gov.Gcn.) 30 July 1805. 5 Oct. 1805. 

[Died Ft Oct. IRO.'!. — Lord liake held the provincial command during the absence of 
Lorfl Cornwallis.] 

19 I cb. 1800. Lieut-General Lord Lake 10 Oct. 1805. 17 Oct. 1807. 

[Lord Lake had held the eoinmand from the death of Lord Cornwallis in his capacity of 
provincial Coininander-in- chief.] 

23 Dec. 1806. Liout.-(leii. Sir Geo. Hewitt., 17 Oct. 1807. 18 Dec. 1811. 


13Miir. 1811. Licut.-Gcn. Sir Geo. Nugent. . 14 .Ian. 1812. 4 Oct. 1813. 

[On the arrival of Lord Moira, Sir George Nugent assumed the provincial command, 

agreeably to the Court’s llesolutiun of the iKth November IH12,] 

18. Nov. 1812. General the Earl of Moira 4 Oct. 18J.3. — Jan. 1813. 

[Afterwards Marquis of Hastings, Governor- General.] 

2 Jan. 1822.(*"‘®“^’'5’^‘"' 1823. 7 Oct. 182r>. 

t ward Paget, (i.C .B j 


9 Feb. 1825, General Lord Combcnnerc ... . 7 Oct. 1825 


COMMANDEUS-IN-CIIIEF in BENGAL. 

Appointetl. Assumed Command. (Quitted Couimaml. 

26 Sept. 1777. Lieut.-Goii. Giles Stibbert .... 16 Oct. 1777. 2r» Mar. 1779. 

6 Oct. 1780. 25 July 1785. 

[General Stibbert held tlic provincial command during the absence of Sir Kyre Coote at 
Aladrns, and continued to liold the command after Sir Eyre Coote’s death till the 
arrival of General Sloper.] 

6 Dec. 1790. Colonel McKenzie 6 Dec. 1790. I Aug. 1792, 

[During absence tif Lord Cornwallis.] 

l5 Aug. 1793. Colonel Almiuty 15 Aug. 1793. 5 Oct. 1793. 

[Dtiring absence of Lord Cornwallis.] 

19 Sept. 1792. Major-Gen. Sir 11. Abercroinby 5 Oct. 1793. 28 Oct. 1793. 

[28th October 171Ki assumed chief command in India.] 

l7Jiin. 1797. Major-Gen. Morgan 17 Jan. 1797, 30 Apr. 1797. 

[During absence of General Abercroinby.] 

6 Apr. 1790. Lieut-Gen. Sir A. Clarke, K.B. 30 Apr. 1797. 17 May 1798. 

1 17th May 17!)H assumed chief command in India.] 
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Ahsumoil Cummaiid. 


Quitted Command. 


11 Aj)ril Licut.-Gcn. (k'nird Lord Lake, 30 July 1805. 5 Oct. 1805. 

[olli Oi-lobtT 15^,05 assumed fhief cuniinand in India.] 

18 Nov. 1812. Licut.-den. Sir (Jeorge Nugent 0 Oct. 1813. 28 Dec. ISli. 


rOMMANUEltS-iN-CniKF at M.VDUAS. 

Ap]>:iintcd. Assuniitl Coinni.ind. Quilted Cunimand. 

7 Ocr. 1781. Licut.-Gen. Robert SIoj)cr Iiiucl785. 521 July 1785. 

[JI .July 1/ H.*) avsinucd duel’ fomm.ind in India.] 

7 Dee. 1781. Licut.-(5cu. Sir J. Dallinir. . . . :21 July 1785. 0 Apr. 178G. 

11 Apr. 1780. Licut.-Gcu. Sir Arch. Giiinpbell 0 Apr. 178(). 7 1 cb. 1789. 

[Ciovernor. ] 

7. July 1789. .Major-(u‘u. Sir W. :Mcdow.s .. 5>0 Feb. 1790. 1 An-; 1792. 

[Ciovenior. — Tlio c»)inniand w.is Iield by tin* senior oi'liecr until tin* arrival of (icncral 
3Io(lo\\.*>.] 

28 Apr. 1795. Major-(ietu Sir Alured ( ‘larke . 15 Jan. I79(). 0 Mar. 1797. 

(fitli IMardi 17iJ7 jiroiveded to a.ssnnu? connnaiid in Ik>ng'i1.. — The command was licdd by 
tlie senioi ofrieer r.nlil tlio arrival of Sir Aluivd (’l.irKe. | 

Major-Gen. (jreor|[2^e Harris. . 27 Mar. 1797. 22 Jan. 1800. 

JO Dec. 1800. Lieut.-Geii. Joliu Stuart I Au^sjj. 1801. 17 Oct. 1804. 

21 Dec. 180.3. Major-(ien. Sir J. F. Cnulock.. 17 Oct. 1804. 17 Sept. 1807. 

29 May 1797. Lieut.-(Jen. II. McDowall .... 17 Sept. 1807. 10 A]>r. 1810. 

Lieut.-(ien. George Hewitt. ... 10 Apr. 1810. 27 Sept. 1810. 

I l Feb. 1810. ]Maj<n’-Geii. Sir S. Aucbniuty. . 27 Sept. 1810. 21 iMay 181.3. 

12 Feb. 1812. Lieut.-Geii. Hon. I. Abcrcrond)y 21 May 181.3. 25 .May 1*814. 

I Governor.] 

3 Dee. 181.3. Lieiit.-Gen. Sir TIio.s. Hi.'^lop. . 25 May 1814. 15 June 1821. 

01, '■'-■'■'-•if-*'- 

[Died 11th December 1K24. — C»en. IJowser the senior ofHcer then held the command.] 

II iMay 1825. Lt.-Oon. Sir G.T. Walker, O.C.B. 
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COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF at BOM PAY. 


ApiKiintnl. Assumed (Juminiuul. Quitted (.imininud. 

31 Mar. 1785. Brig.-Gen. Lawrence Nilsoii . . . G Jan. 1785. 20 Dec. I78G. 

^‘=‘•‘*'""1 6 Sept. 1788. 21 .Ian. 17!K). 
* 1 (Governor) J * 

[Previously to the arrival of General Medows, M. Boddain, the governor, was invested 
with the coinniand of the army.] 

5 Aug. 1789. Col. Abercroinby (Governor) 21 Jan. 1790. 2G Nov. 1792. 

G Apr. 179G. Maj. General Janies Stuart — Jan. 1797. 22 Jan. 1800. 

[22<1 Jan. IHOO, proceeded to take command at Madras. — Previously to the arrival of 
General Stuart the command wa^ held hy the senior oiHcer.] 


Maj.-Gen. Oliver Nicolls. 


22 Jan. 1800. 


leb. 1807. 


2May j 28 Nov. 1 809. 10 Oct. 1812. 

[loth Oct. jjrocccded to take command at Madras. — Previously to the arrival of 

General Abercroinby the command was held by the senior officer.] 

28 Feb. 1812. Maj.-Gen. Sir Thomas Ilislop. 

[Was captured on the voyage outwards, and upon his exchange was appointed to the 
chief conunuiid at Madras.] 

10 Jan. 1815. Lt.-Gen. Sir Miles Nightingall. . 24 Feb. 181G. 11 Jan. 1819. 

4 Nov. iyi8-{^'‘clniVcTcoL Nov. 1825. 

20 July 1825. { Uratlfortl, 
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VOTES OF THANKS 


KAST-INDIA COMPANY 


ADMIRALS POCOCK and WATSON, and LORD CLIVL. 
At a (jKMFJiAL CouJiT Iicld on Wednesday the 2Jst December 1757. 

Resolved, That tlic thanks of this General Court be given to Vice- 
Admiral Watson and to Vice-Admiral Pocock, for their eminent and 
signal services to this Comj)any. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Court be given to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Robert Clive for his eminent and signal services to this 
Company, 


ADMIRAL POCOCK, LORD CLIVE, and COLONEL LAW- 
RENCE. 

At a Generak Court held on Wednesday the 24tli September 1760. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Vi(!e- Admiral Pocock, Colonel Robert Clive, and Colonel Stringer 
I^awrcncc, for tlieir many eminent and signal services to this Com- 
pany. 


RIGHT HON. WARREN HASTINGS. 

At a General Court held on Friday the 7th November 1783. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, that Warren Hast- 
ings, Esq. Governor-general of Bengal, and the other Members of 
the Supreme Council, have displayed uncommon zeal, ability, and 
exertion in the management of the affairs of the East-India Company 
during the late hostilities in India, jiarticularly in finding resources for 
supporting the war in the Carnatic under so many pressing difficulties, 

when 


Admirals 
Walsoii . 
and 

l\)cock. 
Lord Clive. 


Admiral 

l*ocock, 

I.onW;;!Iive, 

and 

Colonel 

Lawrence. 


INfr. ITas- 
tings, 
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and 

Council. 


iVIarquis 

C4>nuvallis. 


Sir W. 
IVIedows. 


Sir Robert 
Abercrom- 
bie. 
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when that country was in danger of being lost throng Ii tlic successful 
iiTuption of ilyder Ally Cawn aided by the j)Owcrrul assistanc.e ol* the 
Prerich, and also in concluding tlic laic treaty of peace with the Mali- 
rattas, at a period so critical, and on terms so honourable and advan- 
tageous to the permanent interest of the Company. 

Resolved therefore, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Warren Hastings Esq., Governor-general, and the other Members of 
the Supreme Council, for the above specified great and distinguislied 
services ; and further, that this Court doth request the said Warren 
Hastings, Esq. Governor-general, not to resign the station be now 
bolds, until the tranquillity of our pos sessions in India shall be restored, 
and the arrangements necessary upcin the re-cstablisliment of peace 
shall have taken place. 


MARQUIS CORNWALLIS, SIR WILLIAM MEDOWS, and 
SIR ROBERT ABERCROMBIE. 

At a Genera I. Court held on Wednesday the 2:^d January 170..L 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of this Court, that 
the Most Noble Marquis Cornwallis, Kniglit of the most noble Order 
of the Garter, has displayed uncommon zeal and ability in the 
management of the affairs of the East-lndia Company during the time 
be has been Governor-general and C/Ommander-in-cliief in India, and 
particularly in conducting the late war with Tippoo Siiltaun, and also 
in concluding the late treaty of peace with Tippoo, on terms so 
honourable and advantageous to the interests of the Company and 
their allies ; and 

That the thanks of this Court be given to Marquis Cornwallis for 
the very gallant and important services he has thus rendered to the 
liast-India Company ; also 

That his statue be placed in this Court-room, that his great services 
may be ever had in remembrance. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Major-General Sir William Medows, Knight of the Most Honourable 
Order of the Bath, for his gallant and meritorious services during the 
late war in India. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Major-General Sir Robert Abercrombie, Kniglit of tlic Most Noble 
Order of the Bath, for his gallant and meritorious services during the 
late war in India. 


Resolved 
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HesolvL'd inuinimonsly, That tlie thanks of this Court be given to 
all the Oillccrs oi‘ the Army, liiiiropean and Native, under the Mar- Army, 
(jiiis Cornwallis, for their gallant conduct during the late war in India; 
also 

That this Court doth highly approve and acknowledge the services Non-com- 
of the Non-tommissioned Ofiicers and IVivatc Soldiers, both Euro- 
pcan and Native, serving under the Marquis Cornwallis during the 
late war in India, and that the same he signified to them by the ofiicers 
of flic several Corps, who arc desired to thank them for tlicir gallant 
liehavioiir. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to ivitiuhcrs 
the Members of the Supreme Council of llcngal, of the Council at Council. 
Fort St. (icorge, and of the Council at Bombay, f'or the zealous 
assistance and support which they have uniformly afforded to the 
Marquis Cornwallis and to the army during the late war in India. 


iVIfinhcrs 
of CouiumI. 


LORI) HOBART. 

At a Gkneral Couin* held on Thursday thcGth December 1798. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this C'ourt be given to 
the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, for his able and meritorious con- 
duct in tlic administration of the Company’s affairs in the Ciovoriimcnt 
of Madras. 


Tjoril 

Hobart. 


EARL of MORNINGTON, LORI) CLIVE, .JONATHAN DUN- 
CAN, Esq., GENERAL HARRIS and GENERAL STUART. 

At a General Court held on Wednesday the November 1709. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of tin’s Court be given to Kail (>f 
the Earl of Mornington, for the wisdom, energy, and decision disjdayed " 
by him in the discharge of the arduous duty of Governor-general, 
from the period of his arrival in India until the glorious and happy 
termination of the late war in that country, by which the power of the 
Sultan of Mysore and influence of the French in India have been 
crushed ; events which promise to establish on a firm basis the tran- 
quillity and security of the British dominions in India. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to Clive*, 
the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Governor of Madras, for his zealous 
co-operations with the Earl of Mornington in the measures proposed 

1)V 
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by bis Lordship ; and particularly in the exertions which he made flu- 
equipping the Madras Army for those operations which have re- 
dounded so much to its honour and to the interests of this Company. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of tliis Court be given to 
Jonathan Duncan, Esq , Governor of Bombay, for the zeal and 
promptitude of his conduct in preparing the army of that Presidency 
for tlie field, whereby it was enabled to take a conspicuous sluire in 
the glorious achievements of the late campaign against the Mysore 
dominions. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Licutenant-Crencral George Harris, Commander-in-chief of the King’s 
and Company’s Forces employed at the siege of Seringapatani, for the 
very able and judicious manner in which the attack of that fortress 
was planned. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court be given to 
the Officers of the King’s and Company’s Forces eniplo 3 X'd in the 
assault of Scringapatam on the 4‘th May 1799, for the rapidity, 
animation, and skill which they manifested in the execution of this 
important service ; and to the Non-commissioned Officers and Privates, 
for the courage and intrepidity of their conduct upon that briHiant 
occasion ; and especially for the exemplary humanity displayed by the 
assaulting party, under circumstances which reflect equal honour on 
their discipline, valour, and exalted generosity. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Lieutenant-General Stuart, for his able conduct in the command of 
the Bombay army previous to its junction ; and to the Officers and 
Men of that army, who were engaged in the action of the Gth March, 
wdth a chosen body of the troops of Tippoo Sultaun, for tht'ir able 
and spirited conduct upon that occasion. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Court he given to 
Lieutenant-General Hams and the Officers and Men of the King’s 
and Company’s Forces under his command, for the great and impor- 
tant services rendered to the East-lndia Company throughout the 
whole of the late glorious campaign, which has terminated to the 
advantage of the Company and tlie Nation, by affording a %vcll- 
grounded hope that the peace of India will be secured on a solid and 
lasting foundation 

Resolved unanimously, That die thanks of this Court be given to 
the late Chairman, Jacob Bosanquet, Esq., Deputy Chairman, Sir 
Stephen Lusliington, Bart., and the Court of Directors, for their 

watchful 
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watchful and unremitting attention to every possible danger that 
might threaten our possessions in India ; more especially for the manly 
and decisive aid which they afforded their Governors abroad, by 
transmitting to them, in bullion and stores, the substantial means of 
defence against the formidable and dangerous attack which then 
threatened them. 


MATIQUIS WELLESLEY, and GENERALS LAKE, ST. JOHN, 
and WELLESLEY. 

At a General Court lield on Tuesday the 22d May 1804*. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court taking into consideration 
the despatches relative to the late brilliant successes in the East-Indies, 
in the war with the Mahratta chieftains, Dowliit Rmv Scindia and 
the Rajah of‘ Herar, vvitliout entering at present into the origin and 
policy of that war, the documents respecting which are not yet before 
the Court, the thanks of this Court be given to the Most Noble the 
Marquis Wellesley, Governor-general, for the zeal, vigour, activity, 
and ability which he displayed in preparing the armies at the several 
presidencies to take the field, and to which may be attributed, in 
a great measure, the rapid and brilliant successes of the military 
operations which have crowned the British arms in the East-Indies. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
General Gerard Lake, Coiiiinander-iii-cbief of his Majesty’s and of 
the Company’s Forces in India, for the great and eminent services, 
and the invincible intrepidity and spirit manifested by liim in the com- 
mand of the army serving in Ilindostan, by which he has maintained 
the honour of the British nation, and reflected such additional lustre 
on the reputation of the British arms. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Major General the Honourable Frederick St. John, for bis courage 
and steadiness in seconding the efforts of the Commander-in-chief in 
Hindostan; and also to Major-Gt;neral the Honourable Arthur 
Wellesley, for the important and brilliant services perfonned by him 
in the command of the separate army within the Deckaii ; and also 
to the several Officers of the Army, both European and Native, for 
their gallant conduct and meritorious exertions during the arduous, 
honourable, and successful campaign in the East-Indies. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court doth highly approve iind 
acknowledge the zeal, discipline, and bravery, uniformly displayed by 
the Non-commissioned Officers and Private Soldiers, both European 
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and Native, employed against the enemy in tlie East-Indies, and that 
the same be signilied to them by the Commanders of tlie several Coiijs, 
who are desired to thank them for their exemplary and gallant beha- 
viour. 

MARQUIS OE HASTINGS and SIR DAVID OCHTERLONY. 
At a General Court held on Wednesday the 11th December 1816. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of* this Court be given to 
the Most Noble Marquis of Hastings, Knight of the Most Noble Order 
of the Garter, Governor-general and Coinnuindcr-in-chief, for the 
prudence, energy, and ability, combined with a judicious application 
of the resources of the Company, displayed by his Lordship in plan- 
ning and directing the operations of the late war against tlie Ne- 
paulese, undertaken in consequence of a persevering system of en- 
croachment and insult on their part ; and also for his wisdom and 
moderation, in availing himself ol* the successes obtained by the 
army for concluding a peace with the Ghorka Power, on terms both 
honourable and advantageous. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
Major-General Sir David Ochterlony, Hart, and G.C.H., for the 
vigour, judgment, and effect with wdiich he personally conducted the 
operations of the force under his command on all occasions, ami par- 
ticularly in the last campaign, the management of wdiich and of the 
subsequent iiegociation was with great propriety entrusted to him, in 
testimony of the confidence due to his experienced merits and wcll- 
acquired distinction. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
all the Officers, both European and Native, belonging to the army 
wdiicli ser\ed in the Ncpaul war, for their gallant and meritorious 
service during tlie late war. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court dotli highly approve and 
acknowledge the services of the Non-commissioned Officers and Pri- 
vate Soldiers, both European and Native, who w’cre employed in the 
late war, and that the thanks of’ the Court be signified to them by the 
Officers of their respective corps, as well for their patience under 
unusual fatigues, and their cheerful endurance of privations,, as for 
their valour and intrepidity in ])resencc of the enemy. 
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MAUQUIS OP HASTINGS. 

At a Gkvkral Court held on Wednesday the 3d February 1819, 

Resolved unanimously, 'Fhat the thanks of this Court be presented 
to the Most Noble the Marquis of Hastings, K. G.i^x. &e. iSrc., for 
the wisdom, skill, and energy so eminently displayed by his Lordship, 
in planning and conducting the late military operations against the 
Pindarries, of which the happy result has been the extinction of a 
predatory power which had established itself in the heart of Hindostan, 
and whose existence experience had shewn to be alike incompatible 
with the security of the Company’s possessions and the general tran- 
quillity of India. 

Also, That this Court, whilst it deeply regrets the occurrence of 
any circumstances leading to an extension of the Company’s territo- 
ries, duly appreciates the foresight, promptitude, and vigour, with 
wd)ich the .Marquis of Hastings, by a combination of military with 
political talents, anticipated and encountered the proceedings of an 
hostile confederacy among the Mahratta States, defeated their armies, 
reduced them to submission, and materially lessened tluaV means of 


SIR THOMAS HIS LOP and tut: ARMY. 

At a (fENKKAL Court held on ’fliursday the Itli February 1819. 

Resolved unanimously, That the tlianks of this Court be given to 
Lieutenant (ieneral Sir Thomas Hislop, Bart., G.(\I3., for his dis- 
tinguished and successlul services during the late campaign in India, 
and particularly in tlic action which was fought at Mahidpore on the 
21st December 1817, by the force under his immediate command, 
against the army of Mulhar Row Holkar, and which terminated in a 
decisive and important victory ; but that this Court wishes to be un- 
derstood as not giving any opinion relative to the circumstances atten- 
dant upon the capture of Talnair, until fuller information respecting 
it than is afforded by the papers now before the Court shall be fur- 
nished. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to 
the General, Field, and other Officers, both of His Majesty’s and the 
Company’s Forces, for their gallant and meritorious conduct in the 
field during the late campaign in India. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court doth acknowledge and 
highly approve the zeal, discipline, andbravery displayed by the Non- 
commissioned O Ulcers and Privates, both European and Native, em- 
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ployed against tlie eiKMny during the late campaign in India, and that 
the thanks of the Court he signified to them h}^ the C'onimanders of* 
the several (/orps for their exemplary and gallant behaviour. 


MARQUIS OF IIASTINOS. 


Marquiii; of 
Hastings. 


At a Gknkkal CouuTheld on Wednesday the 29th May 1822. 

Resolved iinanimousij^ That that this (^oiirt most cordially concur 
with the Court of Directors in their estimation of the unremitting 
zeal and eminent ability with which the Most Nobie the ^larquis of 
Hastings lias, during a period ol‘ nearly nine )a'ars, administered the 
government of British India, with such high credit to himself and 
advantage to the interests of the East -India Company. 


That this Court referring to the sentiments expressed by themselves 
and the Court of Directors in December IBlb, on returning thanks to 
Lord Hastings for his skilful and successful operations in the war 
against the Nepaulese ; to their resolution of the 3d February 1819, 
recognizing (he wisdom and energy of those measures which extin- 
guished a great predatory power that had established itself in the 
heart of Hlndostan, whose existence experience had shewn to be alike 
incompatiiile uith the security of the Company’s possessions and the 
general traiu[uil!ity of India ; applauding, at the same time, the fore- 
sight, promptitude, and vigour with which his Lordship, by a conihi- 
natioii of military with iiolitical talents, had anticipated and encoun- 
tered (he proceedings of an hostile confederacy among the Mahratta 
States, defeated (heir armies, reduced them to submission, and mate- 
rially lessened llieir means of future aggression; referring, also, to the 
Resolution of the Court of Directors of the 10th March 1819, in which 
they apjieal, at the close of two glorious and successful wars, to the 
Records of tl.e Kast-Iiidia Ckmipany, for the great services which his 
Lord.ship’s unwi'aried assiduity and comprehensive knowledge of the 
C’omjiany's ali’airs had enabled him to render to its most impor- 
tant interests; this (.’ourt cannot hut with the higiiest satisfac- 
tion witness their Executive Authority again coming forward, at the 
termination of a career so uscl’ul and brilliant, to express and promul- 
gate their sense of his Lordship’s exalted merit, and their deep regret 
that domestic circumstances should withdraw him from the govern- 
ment of their Asiatic Territories. That this Court strongly parti- 
cipate in that regret, and request the Court of Directors to convey to 
tlic Marquis Hastings, Governor-general and Commander-in-chief, 
those expressions of their unfcignctl admiration, gratitude, and 
applause. 
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VOTES or PENSIONS AND MONEY 


IIV Till 


KAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


LORI) CLIVE. 

At a (Jknekai. Coukt held on Wednesday the 2:3d Septcmhei* 1707. 

Jlcsolved, nomine contradicente, That this (Jencral Court, in con- 
sideration of the important services rendered to this Company hy Lord 
Clive, do recommend it to, and empower the Court oi* Directors to 
make a grant, under the Company’s Seal, to Lord Clive and his per- 
sonal I^oprcsentatives, of an additional term of ten years in his Lord- 
shi])’s Jaghire, commencing from the determination of his fa)rdship’s 
present right tlierein, provided the Company shall be in the possession 
of the lands out ol’ which the Jaghire issues during such additional 
term ol‘ ten years. 


LORD .MACARTNEY. 

At a Court of Dhjkctor.s held on Wednesday the 12th April l7SCu 

Resolved by tlie Rallot, That it is the opinion of this Court that the 
llight Honourable (ieorge Lord iMaeartney, whilst hi* was Govt'rnor 
of Madras, upon all occasions manifested the greatest /eal in support 
of the interests of this Company, and that he faithfully discharged his 
duty as siicli, more especially by adhering strictly to his covenants 
and engagements with the Company, in declining to accej»t any 
presents from the Country Powers, or from any person uluitever in 
India. That the example set by liis Lordship in giving in, upon oath, 
a state of his property gained in the Company’s service, was highly 
meritorious, inasinucli as such conduct was afterwards sanctioned hy 
an Act of the Legislature, and hy wliicli statement it appears that his 
Lordship’s fortune had been very moderately inercaseil during In’s 
residence in India, and that the same arose solely from the savings he 
made from his salary and aIlowanc!es authorized hy this (?oiirt. 

Resolved by the llallot, Thai it is iucumheiit upon this Court lo 
shew I heir (ullesi approbation of sucli upright and disinterested con - 
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duct, in the hope that so laudable an example will he Ibllowcd by 
their servants in India; and moreover, that it is fitting that some 
compensation should be made to liis Lordship, and that it will be a 
proper reward for such distinguished services and strict integrity, to 
grant his Lordship an annuity of £1,500 during the term of his 
natural life. 


MARQUIS CORNWALLIS. 

At a General Court held. on Wednesday the 26th June J79.3. 

Resolved unanimously. That this Court taking into consideration 
the zeal, ability, and disinterestedness manifested by the Most Noble 
Marquis Cornwallis in the conduct of the East-India Company’s 
affairs, during the whole of the period for which he has presided over 
the British interests in India, arc of opinion that, as a mark of the 
high sense entertained by this Court of his Lordship’s merits and ser- 
vices, the Marquis Cornwallis be requested to accept an annuity of 
.i'5,000, to issue out of the territorial revenues in India, for the term 
of twenty years, to commence from the day of bis departure from 
India, and that the same be paid to his Lordship, his heirs, executors, 
administrators, or assigns, for the term aforesaid. 

LORD IIOBARl’. 

At a General Court held on Thursday the 6th December 1798. 

Resolved, That this Court doth approve and confirm the Resolution 
of the Court of Directors of the 8th day of August last, whereby a 
pension of £1,600 per annum is granted to the Riglit Honourable 
Lord Hobart, payable out of the territorial revenues in India, for the 
period of this Company’s exclusive trade, if he shall so long live, and 
to commence from the time of his quitting the Government of Madras. 


MARQUIS WELLESLEY. 

At a Court of Directors held on Wednesday the 10th Dec. 1800. 

The Court taking into consideration the important services rendered 
to the East-India Conjpany by their present Governor-general, the 
Most Noble the Marquis Wellesley; the political wisdom and foresight 
which distinguished his conduct in ncgociating and concluding a treaty 
with the Soubah of the Deccan, whereby a body of 1 4,000 men, com- 
manded by 124 French officers, was completely disbanded and the 
officers made prisoners, thereby removing the cause of great political 

apprehension. 
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apprehension, and leaving the army ot‘ llis Highness at full liberty to 
act in conjunction with his British allies in the siibseciucnt conquest of 
Mysore ; the zeal and alacrity shewn by his Lordship in proceeding 
to the Loast of Coromandel to forward the equipment of the army 
which afterwards eflected that glorious achievement, which not only 
terminated in the destruction of a most implacable enemy, but by 
which the (’ompany also acejuired a very largo addition of territorial 
revenue; tlie great ability, energy, firmness, and decision displayed 
by him during the whole of the negociation with the late Tipjmo Sul- 
taun, and the able manner in wbicli the subsidiary treaty with the 
Rajah of Mysore was concluded ; 

Resolved unanimously. That in reward for such eminent services 
his Lordship be requested to accept an annuity of .C5,000, to issue 
out of the territorial revenues in India, for the term of twenty years, 
provided the Company's exclusive trade shall so long continue and the 
territorial revenue shall so long remain in possession of the Company ; 
to commence from the 1st September 1798, being the day on which 
the before-mentioned treaty with the Soubali of the Deccan was con- 
cluded, and that the same be paid to bis Lordship, bis executors, 
administrators, or assigns, for the term aforesaid. 

Resolved, That the above Resolution be laid before a Cieneral 
Court to be specially called for the purpose, for their approbation, 
agreeably to the 19th sec. of the Gth chap, of the (’ompany's By- 
Laws. 

At a (iKNEKAi. Coi KT held on Thursday the loth .January 1801. 

Resolveil, 'fhat the Court entirely coincide with the sentiments of 
the Court of Directors, as expressed in tlicir Resolution now under 
consideration, bearing date the 10th ultimo, and agree to tlie pro- 
position therein contained, as a proper testimony of the high sense 
they entertain of the extraordinary merits and most eminent services 
rendered by the Most Noble the Marcpiis Wellesley to this C'ompany. 


MARQUIS CORNWALLIS. 

At a Gknkuai. Court held on Friday the l l tli March 1800. 

Resolved, 'I’hat this Court having heard read the papers commu- 
nicated by the Court of Directors concerning the late Manjuis Corn- 
wallis, togetlicr with their resolution upon the same, this Court 
concurs with the Honourable ('ourt of Directors in the sentiments 
which they have so leelingly expressed respecting that great and 
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iilustnous character. That, taught by the splendid services of liis life 
to measure the calamity of his death, this Court most deeply deplores 
the loss which the East-India Company and the public have sustained, 
in being deprived of the aid of so much wisdom and so much virtue, 
at a crisis of their affairs peculiarly calling for the exercise of those 
qualities. That even under these sorrowful impressions, this Court 
cannot but partake of the satisfaction expressed by the Court of Di- 
rectors, that the purpose for which his Lordship may be truly said to 
have offered up his life to his country, is likely to be fully answered by 
the scheme of general pacification which he had distinctly marked 
out, by the progress already made in negociation under his orders, 
and by the determination of Sir George Barlow, the present Go- 
vernor-general, to adhere to the principles laid down by his pre- 
decessor, as founded upon the declared will of the Legislature and 
the unequivocal orders of the Court of Directors. That this Court 
feeling equally anxious with the Directors to evince its grateful respect 
for the memory of so eminent a person, doth cordially agree with 
their recommendation to present to the late Lord Broome, now 
Marquis Cornwallis, the sum of £40,000, as a mark of the very 
high sense which it entertains of the services and sacrifices of liLs 
illustrious father. 


SIR JOHN MACPHERSON. 

At a General Court held on Wednesday the 21st June 1809. 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that on the 16th May last the 
Court of Directors came to a Resolution, granting an annuity of 
.€1,000 to Sir John Maepherson, Bart., formerly Governor-general of 
Bengal, for liis life ; subject, nevertheless, to the condition that he do 
assign over to the Company his demand on the Nabobs of Arcot, in 
order to the repayment to the Company of £10,000 advanced him 
on loan in 1805, with interest at the rate of 4 per cent, from that lime 
to the time of payment ; and that so soon as the above deed is com- 
pleted, the securities on his freehold farm in Sussex and on his lease- 
hold house at Brompton for the said debt of £10,000 be returned to 
Sir John Maepherson. 

Resolved, neminc contradicente, That this Court approve the 
resolution of the Court of Directors of the 16th May last, granting 
an annuity to Sir John Maepherson, subject to the condition therein- 
mentioned. 


RIGHT 
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RIGHT HON. WARREN HASTINGS. 

At a General Coujit held on Wednesday the 25th May 1814. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court taking into consideration 
all the circumstances of the case of Warren Hastings, i'sq., formerly 
Governor-general, and the important services rendered by him to the 
Company, is of opinion that the annuity granted to the said Warren 
Hastings, for the term of twenty-eight years and a half from the 24th 
June 179.5, of £4,000,* which expired on the 2.5th December 1813, 
be continued to him from that period during the term of his natural 
life, to issue out of the territorial revenues of India, and be payable 
in England. 


MARQUIS WELLESLEY . 

At a General Court held on Wednesday the 2.5th May 1814. 

Resolved, That the annuity of £5,000 granted on the 1.5th January 
1801 to Marquis Wellesley for the term of twenty years from 1st 
September 1798, provided the Company’s exclusive trade should so 
long continue and the territoral revenues should so long remain in 
possession of the Company, in consideration of the eminent services 
rendered by him to the East-India Company, and of which period 
four years and a half will remain unexpired at the commencement of 
the new Charter, be continued to his Lordship for the term of his 
natural life, to issue out of the territorial revenues of India, and be 
payable in England. 

The Chairman then stated to the Court, that the Court of Directors 
were of opinion, that if the decease of Marquis Wellesley should 
occur previous to the determination of the unexpired term of the 
pension above-mentioned, the same should be paid to J)is Lordship's 
executors or assigns during the wJiole of that period, viz. for four 
years and a-half from the commencement of the new Charter : 

And 

• llic General Court originally voted £5, OCX) per aiiniitn to IMr. Hastings, on 
the 3d June 1795 ; this was not confirmed by the Board of Commissioners, and on 
the 26th February 1796 an annuity of £4,000 was granted and confirmed by the 
Board. In June 1795 the Cieiieia! Ct»urt resolved to ]):iy IMr. Hastings’s law 
expenses, amounting to £71,080. In IMarch 1796 the Company advancetl Mr, 
Hastings £50, OCX), the same to he repaid l»y iiiblaiincnU of £‘2,(X)0 a-year, with 
interest. In July 1804 Mr. Hastings was admitted to the full receipt of his 
annuity of £4,(XX^ from :J0th June 1803. 
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And tile Court, after deliberating thereon, concurred in the said 
opinion of the (’ourt of Directors. 


SIR DAVID OCHTERLONY. 


Sir D. 
Ocliterliiny. 


At a Gknekal Court held on Wednesday the 20tli December 1815. 

The Chairman acejuainted the Court, that it was made special for 
the purpose of laying before, them a resolution of the ('ourt of 
Directors of the Gth instant in favour of Major-General Sir David 
Ochterlony, Bart, and K.C.B., which resolution was then read, being 
ns follows, x>iz. 

“At a General Court of Directors held on Wednesday Gtli 
“ December 1815 : 

“ A Report from the Committee of Correspondence, dated this day, 
“ being read, 

“ Resolved unanimously. That in consideration of the eminent and 
“ most beneficial services rendered to the Company by Major-General 
“ Sir David Ochterlony, Bart, and K.C.B., in the war against the state 
“ of Nepaul, by which the lionour of the British arms was upheld, and 
“ the enemy, after the capture of extensive provinces important to tliem, 
“ were induced to sue for peace, on terms understood to be advan- 
“ tageoiis to the Company, a pension of £1,000 per annum be granted 
“ to the said Sir David Ochterlony, to commence from the date of the 
“ victory obtained by him over the Nepaulcse on the 16lh day of April 
“ 1815, the said grant to be subject to the approbation of the General 
“ Court of Proprietors.” 

It was then 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court approve and confirm the 
said Resolution of the Court of Directors, granting a pension of £1,000 
per annum to Major-General Sir David Ochterlony, Bart, and 


K.C.B. 


MARQUIS OF HASTINGS. 

At a General Court held on Thursday the 10th June 1819. 

iMarquis nf llcsolved by tlic Ballot, That this Court concur in the reconi- 
Hasungs. niendation of the Court of Directors, as contained in their resolution 
of the 20th ultimo, and that the sum of £60,000 be accordingly 
granted, to be applied to the benefit of the Manjuis of J lastings in 
the mode pointed out in that resolution, subject to the confirmation 
of another General Coiiit. 

Confirmed unanimously on the 23d June 1819. 

SIR 
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SIR Ci. H. BARLOW, Bart. 

At a (lENKUAL Court licld on Wednesday the 2'2d December 1811). 

Resolved, That tliis Court approve the Resolution of the Court of 
Directors oi’ the lOtli ultimo, granting to Sir Cleorgc Ililaro Barlow, 
Bart. G.C.B., a pension of £T,500 per annum, to commence from 
tsilst May 1818, subject to the confirmation ol* another General Court. 
Confirmed 22d March 1820. 


SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 

At a Court of Directors held on Wednesday the 5lh .lanuary 1825. 

Resolved by the Ballot, Tliat in consideration of the distinguished 
merits and services of Major-( General Sir John Malcolm, G.C.B., 
during a very Icngihened period in high military and civil stations, in 
which he has displayed great skill and gallantry as a soldier, and 
evinced no less talent in dillicult and distant diplomatic missions, by 
which the interests of the East- India Company have been greatly 
promoted, and tlic character of the Company’s service upheld, he be 
granted a pension of ,LT,000 per annum, to commence from Christ- 
mas last, subject to the approbation of the General ('oiirt of Pro- 
prietors, and to the confirmation of the Board of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India. 


At a General C’ourt held on Wednesday the 23d March 1825- 
Rcsolved, iiemine contradicente, That this Court approve the re- 
solution of the Court of Directors of tlie 5th January last, granting 
to Major-General Sir John Malcolm, G.C.B., a pension of €1,000 
per annum, upon the grounds therein stated, subject to the confirnui- 
f-(m of another General Court. 

riiis resolution was confirmed on the 27th April 1825. 


Sir H. 
I3urlo\r. 


Sir J. 
Malcolm. 
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Admiral 

Potrock, 

and 

- Colonels 
Clive and 
Lawrence. 


Sir K. 
Coote. 


Munjuis 

Cornwallis. 


Mr. Hast- 
ings. 


VOTES OF STATUES 


HY THK 

KAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


At a Oknicual Court, the 24th September 1760. 

Ujssolvkd unanimously, That the Chairman and Deputy Cluiir- 
man, when they wait upon Vice-Admiral Pocock, Colonel Clive, and 
Colonel Lawrence, will desire those gentlemen to give their consent 
that their Portraits or Statues be taken, in order to be placed in some 
conspicuous parts ol* this House, that their eminent and signal services 
to this Company may be ever had in remembrance. 

At a (Jenehal Court, the 28tb April 1784. 

Unanimously resolved, That this Court do recommend it to the 
Court of Directors to erect a statue to the memory of Sir Eyre Coote, 
in the General Court-room. 


At a Generax. Court, held the 2.3d January 1793. 

Resolved unanimously. That the statue of the Most Noble Marquis 
Cornwallis, Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, he placed 
in the Court-room, that his great services may be ever had in 
remembrance. 


At a General Court held on Wednesday the 12th January 1820. 

Resolved, That as the last testimony of approbation of‘ the long, 
zealous, and successful sei*vices of the late Right Honourable Warren 
Hastings, in maintaining without diminution the llritisli possessions 
in India against the combined efforts of European, Mahoiiicdan, and 
Mahratla enemies, the Statue of that distinguished servant of the 
East-lndia Company be placed among the statesmen and heroes who 
liavc contributed in their several stations to the recovery, preservation, 
ajul security of the British power and authority in India. 
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UEC5ULATIONS 

1 OR 

(JUANTJNC; AnSKNTKK ALLOWANCES TO CIVIL SKllVANTS 

IN EUUOrK. 


CivJi* Servants, arier an actual residence of ten years in India in tl»c 
civil service, to ])e entitled to come once to Europe, on leave, for 
three years, and to receive for tliiit period an allowance ol* £500 per 
annum. No greater number of servants to come home under this 
regulation annually tlnin seveiiteen from Bengal, nine from Madras, 
and six from Bombay'', and no larger number in the whole to be absent 
under this regulation at one time than fifty-one from Bengal, twenty^ 
seven from Madras, and eigliteen irom Bombay. The preference to 
be given first to those producing medical certificates, on oath, that a 
visit to lairope is indispensably iieces.>ary for the restoration of their 
health, anti then to servants jiccording to seniority of rank. 

C’ivil servanfs compelled by illness, certified on oath, to come to 
Kurope previous to tlu.ir completion of the period of residence in India 
above prescribed, to be ])»cscnted with 2,000 sicca rupees as passage- 
money, and to be entitled, for a period not exceeding three years, to 
an allowance of £250 per annum. Servants Ijaviug received this in- 
dulgence shall not, in tlie event of their again coming to Europe after 
having completed a residence of’ ten years or upwards, be entitled to 
any allowance under the first regulation, unless their return be again 
occasioned by illness, and then only to the difference between wliut 
they have before drawn as absentee allowance (exclusive of passage- 
money) and £500 per annum for three years. 

Servants going in the first instance to the l!!apc for their health, and 
being compelled from the same cause to come thence to ICurope, to 
be entitled to the benefit of the foregoing regulations. 

In all cases, the said allowances to commence from the date of 
leaving India, and terminate at tlie end of tlirec years from that date, 
or at the time of arrival in India, whichever may first happen. 

The allowances in question to be paid half-yearly in Europe, and on 
no account to be extended beyond three years. 

No servant drawing an absentee allowance from a civil fund to re- 
ceive, during the same period of absence, the allowances prescribed by 
these regulations, beyond such amount as may bring the total of his 
receij>ts f’roin both sources to the sum hereby limited. 
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l^URLOUGH REGULATIONS. 


Offtcers (of whatever rank) must be ten years in India before they 
can be entitled (except in ease of certified sickness, and as hereafter 
specified) to their rotation to be absent on furlough, and the same rule 
is applicable to assistant military surgeons. The furlough to be 
granted by the Commander-in-chief at each Presidency, with the 
approbation of the respective Governments. 

Oflicers who have not served ten years in India, but whose presen* ? 
in Ihigland is recpiircd by urgent private affairs, may be allowed a fur - 
lough for one year without pay. 

A chaplain after seven j^ears’ residence in India is allowed to come 
home on furlough and receive the pay of major. Should he come 
home from sickness prior to this period of service, he is allowed the 
pay of captain only. 

A conductor of stores is allowed furlough pay, only in case of com- 
ing home from sickness. 

Officers coming to England on furlough, are required immediately 
to report their arrival by letter to the secretary, stating the name of 
the ship in which they came, and their address, forwarding at the 
same time the certificates they received in India. 

The pei'iod of furlough is three years, reckoning from its date to 
the day of the return of the officer to his Presidency. 

Officers are required to join the establishment to which they be- 
long at the expiration of the three years’ furlough, unless they shall 
have obtained an extension of leave from the Court, six months before 
the expiration of that period. No furlough will be extended except 
in cases of sickness, certified in the manner hereafter mentioned ; or 
in cases in which it shall be proved to the Court that a further resi- 
<lcnce in Europe is indispensably necessary. 

All officers finding it necessary to solicit a further leave of absence 
on account of sickness, must, if resident in London or its vicinity, 
appear before the Company’s examining physician, Dr.W.E. Chambers, 
of Upper Brook-street, Grosvenor-square, who will report to the 
Court of Directors his opinion on the state of such officer’s health. 
And if resident in the country, in any part of the United Kingdom, 
they must transmit, with their letter of application for such leave, a 
certificate according to the following form, signed by at least two gen- 
tlemen eminent in the medical profession, viz. 


1 
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I hereby eertiiy tliat I have earefully examined [state tlic nature 
of tlie case, as well as the name of the part}'’], and 1 declare upon my 
honour, that aecordinc: to tlic best of my judgment and belief, 

“ is at present unfit for military dut}'^, and that it is 

absolutely necisssary, for the recovery of bis health, that he should 

“ rtanain at least longer in this country. ” 

Also, previously to such extension of furlough being granted, such 
further proof shall be adduced by personal examination, or by such 
other evidence as shall be deemed satisfactory. 

Officers abroad in any part of Europe, applying to remain a further 
time from their duty on account of sickness, are to furnish a certificate 
of two eminent physicians/ nt/ui above form y with the attestation of a 
magistrate that the persons who signed the certificate are physicians. 

Officers having obtained an extension of furlough to a given period, 
must at its expiration apply for permission, either to returii^to their 
duty, or to reside a further time in hhigland. 

No oflicer who has failed to obtain an extension of furlough will be 
considered eligible to return to the service after five years’ absence, 
under the Act CJeo. Ilf. cap- 52, sect. 70. 

Iwery ollicer upon leaving India will receive a printed copy of the 
( icneral Order on this subject, published agreeably to the Court’s in- 
struction, and the ])lea of ignorance of the regulations w ill not be ad- 
mitted as any justification of the breach of them ; officers, therefore, 
who shall come home on furlough and who shall not in due time apply, 
so as to effect llieir return to the presidency to which they belong 
ivithiii the period of three years from the commencement of their fur- 
lough, Avill subject themselves to the loss of the service, unless tliey 
shall be permitted by the Court to remain a further time in Europe. 

No officer on furlough can receive pay for more than two years and 
a half from the period of bis quitting India, excepting colonels of regi- 
ments, and those of the rank of lieutenant-colonel reginientally, when 
promoted to that of major-general ; the latter arc then allowed to draw 
the payment of their brevet rank beyond the above period. 
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REGULATIONS 

RESPErriNCJ 

MILITARY AND OTHER OFFICERS RETIRING FROM THF 
COMPANY’S SERVICE. 


IwEUY officer after twenty-five years’ service in India, three years for 
one furlough being included, is allowed to retire with the pay of the 
rank to which he lias attained within twelve months of his arrival in 
Europe; but such pay is to be the same only as that allowx'd to officers 
of infantry. 

A member of the Medical Board, w ho has been in that station not 
less than two years, and not less than twenty years in India, in- 
cluding three years for one furlough, is permitted to retire from the 
service, and allowed £500 per annum. 

A surgeon of a general hospital, or superintending surgeon, who has 
been in that station not less than two years, and whose period of 
service has been not less than twenty years, including three years for 
one furlough, as above, is permitted to retire from the service, and 
allowed .€.S00 per annum. 

All other surgeons and assistant-surgeons attached to the military, 
are permitted to retire from the service on the pa}'^ of their rank after 
having served in India not less than tw'cnty years, iuclmling three years 
for one furlough. 

A superintending surgeon on the Prince of Wales* Island establish- 
ment, who has been in that station not less than two years, and not 
less than twenty years in the service, including three years for one 
furlough, is allow ed a pension of £300 per annum. In the case of his 
not having held that office for two years,' his retiring allowance is 
limited to ten shillings a-day. 

The senior assistant surgeon, after the said period of service, is 
allowed to retire on ten shillings a-day. 

All other assistant surgeons, after the said period of service, are 
allowed to retire on five shillings a-day. 

In the event of any of the Prince of Wales’ Island medical ser- 
vants being compelled by ill health (duly certified) to retire previous 
to their having served twenty years, they are granted, in the case of 
the superintending surgeon and senior assistant surgeon, a retiring 
allowance of five shillings a-diijs and in all other cases, a retiring 
allow'ance of two shillings and sixpence a-da 3 ^ If intermediately be- 
tween 
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tween the completion of six and ten years, they are granted a retiring 
allowance of two shillings a-day. 

A snrgeon having served twenty years on the Company's establish- 
ment in China, including three years for one furlough, is allowed to 
retire on a pension of £'200 per annum. 

An assistant surgeon, after tho said period of service, wlio shall not 
have attained the station of head surgeon, is allowed to retire on a 
pension of €150 per annum. 

A chaplain, after eighteen years* service in India (ten of which at a 
military station), including three years for one furlough, is allowed to 
retire with the pay of major. 

A chaplain, after eighteen years' service on the Company’s esta- 
blishment In China, including three years’ absence on furlough, is 
allowed to retire on a pension of L*200 per annum, 

A chaplain, having served ten years in India or (^hina, whose con- 
stitution will not admit of his continuing in the service, may retire on 
tlie half-pay ol' major; after seven years, on the half^^ay of captain. 

A commissary or deputy commissary of ordnance, not being a 
commissioned officer, is allowed to retire on full pay if he has served 
twenty-seven years in India, of which twelve must have been in the 
ordnance department; twenty-five years, fourteen of which in that 
department ; or twenty-two years, seventeen years of which in the 
€)rdnance department. 

A conductor of stores is allowed to retire on £60 per annum after 
tw'cnty five years’ actual service in India. 

Kvery lieutenant-colonel, major, of captain, is allowed to retire 
with the half-pay of the rank to which he has attained, in case his 
health shall not permit him to serve in India ; hut he can only he 
allowed the pay of the rank he held at the expiration of twelve months 
from his arrival in Europe, 

A lieutenant having served thirteen, or an ensign nine years in 
India, including three years for a furlough, may retire on the half- 
pay of his rank, in case his health shall not permit him to serve in 
India. 

A subaltern officer, or military assistant surgeon, liaviiig served six 
years in India, is permitted to retire on the half-pay of ensign, if his 
constitution should he so impaired as to prevent the possibility of his 
continuing in India. 

Every officer returning on furlough, and wishing to retire from tlic 
service, must make a declaration to that effect, within twelve months 
after his arrival in England; and in case of his neglecting so to do, he 

3 K must. 
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must, at the expiration of his furlough, either return to India, or be 
held to have relinquished the service, and not be entitled to retire on 
pay, unless he has continued to serve in India, from his first arrival, 
for the space of tvaenly-tvoo years^ without having a furlough ; in that 
case, he is allowed two years before he shall be called upon to signify 
his intention of retiring; but he can only be allowed the pay of the 
rank he held at the expiration of twelve months from his arrival in 
Europe. 

Officers retiring from the service, will be considered to have re- 
tired from the date of their application for leave to retire ; or from the 
expiration of two years from the date of their landing in England, 
whichever shall happen first. 


JiOMHAY MAllINE. 

REGULATIONS UESPEGTING RETIREMENT AND FURLOUGH. 


RETIREMENT, 

Every officer of the marine who has actually served twenty-twu 
years or upwards in India, is permitted to retire from the service with 
the following pay. 

The master- attendant and the commodore, after having 


served five years in either of those capacities X*450 

A captain of the first class 360 

A captain of the second class 270 

A first lieutenant 180 


Every officer retiring from ill health after ten years’ service, and 
before they have completed that of twenty-two years, is granted one- 
half of the retiring allowance of his rank, as specified above. 

FURLOUGH. 

A certain proportion of the marine officers (to be determined by the 
government, with a due regard to the exigencies of the service) arc 
allowed to come home on furlough for three years, with the pay only 
of their rank. 

No officer under the rank of captain who has not actually served 
ten years in the marine, can be permitted to come home on furlough, 
unless in cases of ill health, under the like certificates as required from 
military officers. 


If 
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If the commodore is permitted to come home on furlough, he is to 
be allowed the pay of a captain only. Half the remainder of his 
allowance to be drawn by the senior captain in the service, who is to 
act as commodore during liis absence, in addition to the pay of his 
rank as senior captain. 

llie regulations for drawing pay on furlough and retirement by the 
marine officers are, as far as circumstances will admit, the same as 
those for the military officers. 


5 E 2 
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. trcounta. 

General, of the Company’s aflUirs 
to he annually laid before Parlia- 
ment, pages i, 2, 541), 553, 

Distinct, of the territorial, ]iolitical, 
and eoinriicrciul affairs of the 
Com])anv to be laid by the Court 
of Directors before the Board of 
Commissioners, 1, 3. 

Of all goods exported, of the growth, 
produce, or inannfactiirc of Great 
Britain, to be laid annually before 
the Privy Council, 1. 

Required by B^'-Laws. Sec Ihj- 
Isaws, 

— ( MoiKnf of). 

In British India, the riqicc, 102, 

AcUons. 

Not to be stayed without authoritj^ 
of Board, 94. 

Adinunsfmtors. 

See K.rrrutoi'ii and Administrators, 

Aihn i rally Jurisdivtion. 

Ksten.Ieil to King’s courts in India, 
245. 

Sessions four times a ^car, 24(i. 

Advocate CjcneraJ, 

Powers of, 24(». 

Aliens, 

Removal of, from India, by order of 
Madras Government, (I. 

— by stat, 55 Geo, III, c. 84, p. 7- 

Amerixtn. 

Recognition of its iiKlcpcndence by 
Great Britain, 1 1. 

Treaty of eoinmerre and navigation 
(dated Nov. 1794, and confirinetl j 
by the stat. .‘17 f^co. Ill, c. 97) ^ 
willi Great Britain, by which ;i 
free trade was granted into all 
ports of British India, 12. 

Convention of commerce (dated 3d 
July 1815) with tlreat Britain, 
13. 


A merica^-A^ Conti n ued). 

Subsidiary and explanatory conven- 
tion (dated 20th Octolicr 1818) 
with Great Britain, 15. 

Statute 5.9 Geo. Ill, e. 54, carrying 
into effect the provisions of the 
above-mentioned convention, and 
allowing American vessels to 
clear out from any port in the 
United Kingdom for British In- 
dia, 1.^. 

AimuitieSj Flast-India. 

How formed and disposed of, 17 - 

Scc Knst- India Company, 

Appeal 

Ides from the inferior native courts 
to llic chief civil native court 
(Sndder Dewanny Afhiwhit), and 
1 hence to the King in Council, 
19, 29. 

But British subjects may, in suits 
commenced in suhonlinate civil 
or revenue courts of justice, ap- 
peal to the suprenic court, instead 
of the chief civil native court, 19. 

From the supreme court lies to the 
King in council, 19, 29. 

Not allowed, unless the petition 
for that purpose be preferred 
within six mouths from the day 
of pronomiciiig the judgment or 
dctermiiiatiou complained of, 19. 

To entitle to, from Bengal or Ma- 
dras, the matter in dispute iiiiist, 
in value, exceed 1,0(K) t>ngodas, 
and from Bombay 3,000 riq)ees, 
19. 

Where the rules and regulations of 
the Governor-general and t'ouiicil 
for the governnrent of Fort-Wil- 
liam arc appealed against to the 
King in council, notice of the 
appeal is to lie lodged in the su- 
preme court within sixty day.' 
from the registry of the regula- 
tion, 19; and within sixt\ day.i 
after its publication in England, 
1 9, ?9. 
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Of Court of Directors against the 
power of the Board of Commis- 
sioners to expunge, vary, or alter 
despatches of the court, 26 — 28, 
30. 

Appropriation 

Of territorial revenue, 33, 90. 

Of home profits, 33, 36. 

Archdeacons. 

See Ecclesiastical Establishment. 

Articles of War. 

See Military Forces. 

Assistant Surgeon. 

Appointment of, 625. 

Qualification of, 629. 

Ballot. 

Mode of, 30, 44. 

At wliat hour of the day to com- 
mence and close, 41, 42, 44. 
Qualification to entitle Proprietors 
to ballot, 42. 

— ill respect of amount of stock, 42. 

— in respect of the time of holding 
such stock, 41. 

— nine members in general court 

may demand a, 44. 

Effect of equality of votes at, 42. 
Oath to be taken by Proprietors at, 
43. 

Penalty for perjury at, 43. 

Banks. 

Institution of, in India, 45, 56, 58. 

— at Calcutta, 56. 

— at Madras, 57. 

All persons in the Company’s ser- 
vice may become members of, 58. 
But no judge to be a director, .59. 
Of England, 47, 56. 

Of Venice and Barcelona, 4.5. 

Of Genoa, 45. 

Of Amsterdam, 46. 

Of Rotterdam, 46. 

Of Naples and Bologna, 46. 

Of France, 46 
Of Scotland, 46. 

Of Ireland, 47. 

Bank Director. 

No person who is a bank director 
can at the same time be a director 
of the East-India Company, 45, 
48, 57. 


Bengal Government. 

See Governments in India. 

Bishop. 

See Ecclesiastical Establishment. 

Board of Coinmissioners for the 

Affairs of India. 

Measures which led to the institu- 
tion of, 60, 85. 

Nature and extent of their powers, 
85—99, 217, 219, 210—212. 

Salaries of, 85, 86, 87. 

Oath of, 87. 

Members of, may be elected to 

* Parliament, 88. 

Officers of, to be sworn, 87- 

List of members since its institu- 
tion, 737 . 

Board of Control. 

See Board of Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India. 

Bombay. 

First settlement of, .380, 

Formerly the chief scat of Govern- 
ment in India, 380. 

Limits of the town of, 401 . 

Bombay Government. 

Sec Government in India. 

Bombay Marim. 

Retirement and furlough regula- 
tions, 766. 

Band Debt. 

See Debts of Company. 

British Subjects. 

Resort of, to India, 100. 

Must obtain a licen.se or certificate 
from the Court of Directors for 
such resort, 100. 

Or, if rq^used by the Court, then 
application uiust' be made to the 
Board of Commissioners, 100, 
103, 216. 

When to be specially licensed by 
governor- general or governor of 
the presidency, 101, 104. 

Are amenable to the courts of jus- 
tice in India and in Great Britain, 
and subject to the local regula- 
tions while resident in India, 
101, 102, 103, 248. 


May 
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British Subjects.— (Continued.) 

• May be authorized by the Board of 
Control to proceed to and reside 
in India, except within certain 
limits, 10r>. 

And inay reside within certain limits 
without any license or authority 
whatever, lOo. 

Are to reside within ten miles of a 
principal settlement, unless li- 
censed by the Company, or by 
the governor-general, or the 
governor of the presidency to 
reside beyond that distance, 101, 
105. 

If residing, trading, or occupying 
immoveable property beyond ten 
miles, then to be subject to the 
local civil judicature, with power 
of appeal to the Supreme Court 
of Judicature, 101, 100. 

May be sued, at the election of the 
plaintilf, either in the supreme 
courts, or in the provincial courts, 
101, lOG. 

If resident more than ten miles 
fr<mi the presidency, they are to 
procure and register the certifi- 
cate of permission in the court 
of the district, 107. 

Licenses and certificates of, may 
be declared void by the Indian 
governments, 101, lOS. 

Liable, after the expiration of two 
months from the notification of 
the license having been with- 
drawn, to prosecution as for 
being in India without license, 
100 . 

To what forfeitures ami penalties 
subject, when found unlicensed 
or trading within the Company’s 
exclusive limits, 100, 110, 111, 

507.* 

Dismissed, or who have voluntarily 
resigned tlie service, or free mer- 
chants, mariners, or others, found 
within such exclusive limits, arc 
deemed to have unlawfully tratlerl, 
and subject to the said forfeitures 
and penalties, 111, 112 

Or if found in India without license, 
or exceeding the terms of such 
license, may be summarily con- 
victed, on information, and fined 
and imprisoned, ILL 

Or may be arrested and sent borne 
to the United Kingdom, 1L*1, 1 H. 


British Subjects. — (C ' out i n ued . ) 

Committing asvsault or trespass on 
the natives of India, are subject 
to the jurisdiction of the justices 
of the peace in the provinces, 
115, 116. 

Indebted in any sum not exceeding 
fifty rupees to natives, to be sub- 
ject to a like jurisdiction, 1 1 7. 

(’oinmitting misdemeanors beyond 
one hundred miles from a pre>^i- 
dciicy, may be proceeded against 
by information ex oflicio, and 
prosecuted in the court of King’s 
Bench in England, 1 1 S. 

(‘ounterfeiting license, certificate, 
or attested copy thereof, 1)9. 

If accused of a capital crime be- 
yond tiic distance of one hundred 
and twenty-five miles from the 
presidency, to be tried hy a court- 
inartiul, 118. 

Arc to enter in the provincial orTiee 
the name and place ol* abode of 
their native stewards, agents, or 
partners, on pain of forfeiture, 
118, 111). 

May be justices of the peace, 118. 

Not to lend any mcney or be con- 
cerned in raising any for native 
princes, without consent of the 
Court of Directors or governor 
ill connefl, 118. 

While in India not to lend any 
money to foreign coinjianies or 
foreign European merchants, 1 IS. 

Not to take on the loan of money 
above twelve per cent., 118. 

liy^-LdWS, 

Power of making and constituting, 
vested in the majority of the 
Ceneral Court of Proprietor^, 
120 , 121 . 

Framed by a committee of fiftceu 
members, chosen annually by shew 
of hands, and whf) meet twice a 
year for the purpose, 120, 121, 

‘lOO 

I 

To be read in the first Court of 
Directors, and first General Court 
after every election, 121, 122. 

Not valid if they alter the constitu- 
tion of the Company, or are con- 
trary to the statutes regulating 
the Comp«»v’3 affairs, 121. 

3 K 4 Caunot 
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Conti micd. ) 

Cannot be suspended, altered, or 
repealed, without the consent and 
apjirobation of two special general 
courts, 121, 1.22. 

Penalties for oflenccs against, 121, 

122 . 

Relative to accounts, 4. 

— to secret committees, 193. 

— to directors, 197, 223. 

— to ballot, 44. 

— to dividends, 299. 

— to election ofDircctors, 3 10,341. 

— to General Court of Proprietors, 
357, 358. 

— to gratuities, 410, 412. 

— to laying accounts and papers f»e- 
fore Piirliaincnt, 553. 

— to Pensions, 500. 

— to salaries, 015. 

— to sales, 624. 

— to shipping, 085, 088. 

— to siipcraiifiuations, 705. 

Cadets. 

At what age to be appointed and I 
sent to India, 222, 028, 040. 

Rank of, 628. 

What number to be sent to India, 

Calcutta. 

Limits of the town of, 401 . 

Cape of Good Hope. 

Its importance to Great Uritaiii, 524. 

Capital Stock. 

Original amount of, 123. 

Various increases of, 123, 124, 125. 
Present ainoniit of, 1 24. 

Dividend on, 1.24. 

Regulations aftcctiiig proprietors of, 
120, 127- 

Caravans. 

I'o he provided by the ICasNlndia 
Company for the removal of tlieir 
goods from the East-India Docks 
to their warehouses, 320. 

Carnatic. 

Geographical site of, 129. 
Assignment of the revenues of, to 
the East-India Company, 131. 
Civil and military government of, 
vested in the East-India (’ompany 
for over, 1 30, 


1 C Uirnalic Commissiofners. 

Appointment of, 137. 

Mode of investigating claims by, 139. 

Powers of, 139, 143, 147. 

I Salaries of, 139. 

' Expenses of, 140. 

Carnatic Creditors. 

Agreement of, with the East-Tiulia 
C'oinpaiiy, 137- 

I Cash ( Compa7ifs ). 

j Disposition of, 223. 

Chnmnan of the Court if A)/- 
rectors. 

Election of, 197, 199. 

To he ycarl}' chosen, 22.3. 

Salary of, 223. 

A member of all rommitlces, 183. 

List of chairmen and deputy ehair 
men since 177*3, 737- 

Chairman of the General Court 
of Pi'oprietoi's. 

Who, 352. 

11 is duty, 352. 

Charters of the FMst^Tndia Com- 
pany. 

Sec Fasl-htclta Compatn/. 

Chaplains. 

Qualifications of, 3.31, 029. 

China. 

First attempt to open un inter- 
course with, 148. 

Trailo with, the exclusive privilege 
of the East-Iiidia Compan 3 ', 149, 

150. 

And this exclusive trade confined 
to a small factory in tlie vicinity 
of Canton, 149, 151. 

Company’s exclusive trade with, to 

• continue till the vear 1834, 149, 

151. 

But Britisli subjects, if licensed b}' 
the Company, may trade or traffic 
ill all coinniociities with the Chi- 
nese dominions, except tea, 94, 
150, 151, 152. 

Provided they do not act under any 
commission or authority of any 
foreign prince or state, in theiV 
trading intercourse with India or 
China," 150, 152. 


Corns 
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China. — (ContinnoJ.) 

(’oins iisc»<l in tranic vitli, 14!). 

Its ])riiuMpal articles of exfiort, 14S). 
'J'lie annual benefit arisinj^ to tlic 
revenue of O rent Britain from tlic 
trade with, 151. 

Church Estnhlishme7il. 

Sec Kcclvaiaslical FlslahlUhment. 

Com, 

Ili.ulit of making, when first granted 
to tlic Kast-India Company, 15^1. 
Penalty of counterfeiting Indian 
coin, KJO, 1(12. 

— of uttering Indian coin, 100, 1G3. 

— of having in possession above a * 
certain (jiiantitj^, 101, 1(14. 

Denomination of coins from the 
Calcutta mint, Kil. 

— from the Benares mint, 1(U. 

— from the Madras mint, 1(52. 
from the Bombay mint, 102. i 

Pine metal, alloy, an<l gross weight | 
of the Calcutta coins, 1(51. 

— of tlic Benares coins, 1(51, 

— of the Madras coins, l(i2. 

— of the Bombay coins, 1(52. 
(hirrcnt value of the Madras and 

Bombay rupee, 1G2. 

— of the Bengal current rupee, 1(52. 
-- (»f the Madras pagoda, 1(52. 
Subdivisions of the Bengal and Ma- 
dras silver rupee, 1(52. 

— of the Bombay silver rupee, 1(52. 
INlisnonicr of the term “ gold ru- 
pee,' 1G2 

History of the gold coins of Great 
Britain, 1515, 155. 
of the silver coins, 155, 158. 

— of the copper coins, 16!), 1 GO. 
What amount of silver coins is a 

legal tender, 15(5. 

— of copper coin.s, IGO. 
Assimilation of the British and 

Irish currency, 1(50. 

Full weight of the old and new 
gold and silver coins ciiiTcnt in 
Great Britain and Ireland, 15H. 
Precise weight at which they are a 
legal tender, 158. 

Colleges aud Sernmarie^. 

Institution of, at Calcutta, 1G5. 
at Madras, IGG. 
at H 1G7 


\illv^vs and Seminaries . — (Continued.} 

Institution of, at Addiscoinbc, 1G8. 

In India, to be subject to the sn- 
pcrmtendcncc and control of 
the Board of Commissioners, 16!)- 

Iii England, to be subject to the 
superintendence of the Court of 
Directors, subject to tlic appro- 
bation of the Board of Coininis- 
sioners, 170- 

Appointment of the principal in 
tlie College at liaileybiiry, and 
of the head-masters at Addis- 
comhe, to he sahjcct to the ap- 
])rohation of the Board of Coin- 
inissioner.s, 17 I. 

Seminaries may be instituted for the 
instruction of the natives of In- 
dia, to be regiilatcil by the Go- 
vernor-general in council, subject 
to the control of the Bounl of 
Commissioners, 1(59. 

Co7mna7idcr~m-- Chief, 

Designation of, to what stations 
attached, 172. 

Appointment of, in Court of Direc- 
tors, subject to his Majesty’s 
ap|)rohation, 17(5, 179. 

Rank and precedence of in council, 
174 , 177 , 179,684. 

May hold the office of governor- 
general or governor of any of the 
presidencies, in conjunction witli 
that of commandcr-in-chief, 174, 
176 . 

But not to succeed to the oflicc of 
governor-general or of governor 
of any of the presidencies, in the 
event of a vacancy in either of 
those oifices, unless specially or 
provisionally appointed, 174 , 177 , 

179. 

Nor entitled to a voice or seat in 
council unless specially ap- 
pointed, 174 , 17<>» 

When resident at cither Fort St. 
George or Bombay, to l)c a inein- 
ber of the council of sucli pre- 
sidency, 378 , 684. 

Departure of, from India, unless on 
the known service of tlic Com- 
pany, to be a resignation and 
avoidance of his office, and his 
salary to cease, 178, 696. 

Wilfully neglecting the orders of 
the Court of Directors, a inis- 
Jcnicanor, 178> 

To 
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(Continued. ) 

To what passage-money entitled, 

179. 

To what military powers entitled. 

— See Mkliiary Forces, 
Appointments of, at various periods, 

172, 176. 

Form of letters-patent granted to, 

180. 

List of, since 1774, 761. 

Commarider^in-Chief {Provin- 
cial). 

Nomination to the office of, when 
the offices of governor-genera! 
and commander-ill-chief are com- 
bined in the same person, ]7o» 
178, 384. I 

And when such offices are com- 
bined, has scat in council as 
second member, but has no voice 
therein, 17H, 385. 

List of, in Bengal since 1777, 762. 
— , at Madras since 17^4, 763. 

— , at Bombay since 1785, 764. 

Commissary. \ 

See M^itary Forces, 

Commissioners^ Delegate. 

Sec Ecclesiastical Establishment, 

Committees, 

Various denominations of, 182, 15)0. 
Committee of Correspondence ; its 
duties and authority, 183. 

— of Law-Suits, 184, 

— of Military Fund, 184, 

— of Treasury, 185, 15)4. 

— of Civil College, 185. 

— of Buying and Warehouses, 185, 
190. 

-i- of Accounts, 186. 

— of House, 180. 

— of Military Seminary, 186. 

— of Shipping, 187, 190. 

— of Private Trade, 187- 

— of Secrecy, 188, 191, 193, 93. 

— Secret for Signals, &c. 190, 194. 

Secret Commercial, 190, 194. 

— of By-laws, 120, 122. 

Sub-coin iTiittee, 182, 191. 

Reports of committees to be laid 

before Court of Directors, 194. 
By-laws for election of, 193. 


Consolidation. 

Of the various acts relative to the 
trade within the Company’s ex- 
clusive limits, 150. 

Of duties and customs, 312. 

Coroners. 

By whom appointed, and powers of, 
416, 429. 

Council. 

Who are to be members of, 376,384. 

Vacancies in, how to be filled up, 
394, 396. 

How vacancies happening in, by 
contingencies or casualties, are to 
be supplied, 376, 383. 

Proceedings of to be signed, 38«'>, 
390. 

Regulations affecting the resignation 
of members of, 393. 

Powers of, 403. 

Exemptions and privileges of, 243. 

Liabilities of, 244. 

Not to embark in trade, 407. 

Salaries of, 407. 

Council Board, 

Mode of conducting business at, 
377, 383. 

Proceedings of, to be signed, 385, 
390. 

List of members of, in Bengal since 
1773, 744. 

— Madras, since 1784, 749. 

— Bombay, since 1784, 7o4. 

Court of Directors. 

Designation of under the old or 
London (Company, 195. 

— Under the new, or English Com- 
pany, 195. 

— Under the union of the two Com- 
panies, 199. 

Election of, 197, 198, 199, 205,200. 

Constitution of, 199, 203, 204. 

Times of holding, 199, 223. 

Power and authority of, 199, 203. 

— To nominate to the several go- 
veriiinents in India, 200, 209, 
220 . 

I — To appoint members to council, 

200 , 201 . 

— To remove, dismiss, or recall 
their servants, 201. 

— To suspend and revive extraor- 
dinary powers of governor-general, 
201 . 


Power 
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Court of (Coiitinueii.) 

Power and authority of, to appoint 
writers, cadets, and assistant-sur- 
geons, JiJOl , 2^2. 

— To permit civil servants to re- 
turn to India, 20) . 

— To permit return of military of- 
ficers to India, 201. 

— To approve of establishment of 
banks in India, 208. 

— To make rules and regulations 
for the government of the Com- 
pany's colleges and seminaries, 
209. 

— To allow other than Kast-India 
shi[)s to use the East-India Docks, 
2i;). 

— 'J'o call for accounts of prize- 
money, 215. 

— - To exhibit informations against 
persons guilty of extortit)n, 214. 

— To grant superannuations to 
the Company’s servants in Eng- 
land, 218. 

— To sanction the imposition of 
duties and taxes, 219. 

— To appoint what parts of the 
territorial accpiisitions, revenues, 
&c. shall be sulyect to their res- 
pective presidencies, 219. 

— I’o declare war and hostilities, 

222 . 

— Relative to the cash of the Com- 
pany, 223, 224. 

— To take copies of the letters 
and papers relating to the Com- 
pany’s affairs, 225. 

— To enter dissent on Court’s mi- 
nutes, 225. 

— To grant gratuities, 202, 214, 
225, 220. 

— To enter dissent, 202. 

Duties of : To keep accounts and 
lay the same Ijcforc Parliament 
and the General Court of Pro- 
prietors, 202. 

To summon and appoint general 

courts, 202, 214. 

To deliver co])ies of minutes 

and proceedings of the Court, and 
despatches, to the Board of Com - 
missioners, 209. 

To submit to the consideration 

of the Board of Commissioners 
orders relating to the civil or mi- 
litary government or revenues of 
India, 21 0. 


Court of (Continued.) 

Duties of : To examine the balance 
of the Company’s cash, 224. 

— To register bonds, 220. 

Equality of votes in, 221. 

Incapacities of, for breach of By- 
laws, 223. 

Vacancies in, when to be filled, 

227. 

See also Directors. 

Courts of Judicature, 

Different kinds of, 228. 

Supreme court in Bengal : esta- 
blishment of, 232, 240. 

— Constitution of, 233, 234, 240. 

— Jurisdiction of, 233, 236, 239, 
240, 241, 245,250. 

— Encroachment of, and conten- 
tion between it and supreme 
council, 234, 236. 

Supreme court at Madras : esta- 
blishment of, 252. 

Constitution and Jurisdiction of, 
similar to those of supreme court 
at Bengal, which see, also p. 254. 

Supreme court at Bombay ; consti- 
tution of, 253. 

— (*onstitution and jurisdiction of, 
similar to those of the supreme 
court at Bengal, which see, also 
p. 254. 

— In Prince of Wales* Island, 
Singapore, and Malacca, 255, 266. 

— In England for the trial of of- 
fences committed in India, 257- 

Provincial, for Bengal : 1st, the civil; 
institution of, 269, 273. 

— Respective titles of, viz. the vSud- 
der dewanny adawlut; the six 
provincial ; the zillah and city de- 
wanny adawluts, or civil courts ; 
tlic courts of registers; and the 
courts of native connnissioiiers, 

sJ7:i. 

— the powers and jurisdiction of 
the sudder dewanny adawlut, 276. 

^ — of the provincial courts, 276. 

— — of the zillah and city civil 
courts, 274. 

— — ofthccourts of registers, 276. 

of the courts of native com- 
missioners, 277. 

— 2dly, The criminal; institution of, 

277; 278. 

Respective 
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Courts of Judicature. — (Continued.) 
Respective titles of, vh, court of 
circuit, and courts of nizaniut 
adawlut, 

Powers and jurisdiction of courts of 
circuit, 270 , 280. 

— of nizaniut adawlut, 279, 280. 
Admiralty jurisdiction, 245, 24(5. 
Prize cause jurisdiction, 24 ( 1 . 
Sessions four times a year, 246. 

R ebullitions for the civil and critninal 
provincial courts, 288, 284. 

For Madras : division of, into civil 
and criminal, 284. 

Regulations for, 287. 

For Boinbav : division of, into civil 
and criminal, 288. 

Regulations for (see also Judges), 
288,28!). 

Courts of Request, 

Formation and jurisdiction of, 396. 
When troops arc serving beyond 
the jurisdiction of, how causes are 
cognizable, 472. 

Customs, 

See J}uiies, 

Debts of the Company, 

Register, in India, 200, 294. 
Distinguished by the terms Uemit- 
table Tiebt and Non-Uemittablc 
Debt, 290. 

Remittablc, 290. 

Non-Rcmittable, 291, 

Bond, 293, 294, 2.05. 

Rates of interest on India debt, 292. 

— on bonds, 293, 298. 

Deputy Chairman of the Court 

of Directors, 

Sec Chairman. 

J)csert€rs, 

See Military Forces. 

Despatches. 

Directors to frame and originate, 
subject to aiiproval by the Board, 
200 . 

JVom India to be delivered by the 
Court of Directors to the Board 
of Commissioners, 94, 209. 
Dc.s[mtches, orders, and instructions 
from tlic Court to Indian govern- 
ments to be signed, 200, 225, 
Directors neglecting to frame, the 
Board may prepare tlic same, 21 1 . 


Despatvhe.s. — (Continued.) 

Secret despatches to be prepared by 
sworn officers, 192. 

Not to be sent to India till approval 
of by the Board, S9, 209—212. 

Directors, 

Qualincations of, 197> ^04, 208. 

Disquanfications of, 197, 198, 205, 
225. 

Election of 205, 206, 340. 

— former mode, 338. 

— present mode, 338, 340. 

— by-laws relative to, 338, 340 
341. 

— time of, 339. 

Oath of, 206. 

Dissents of to be entered on Court’s 
minutes, 225. 

Restrictions on, 224, 340, 685, 

)8ce also Court of Directors. 

Discharged Soldiers, 

See Military Forces. 

Dividends, 

Mode of making prior to the- union 
of the Old and New Companies, 
29!). 

Manner of declaring, 301, 308. 

Their amount at vuiious periods, 
299. 

The maximum at wliich they have 
been paid, 303. 

Their present rate, 306, 307- 

When to be increased, 306. 

How transfers and payments of 
may be enforced, 30!h 

Certificates of, to be ilelivercd on 
application, 309. 

When due to infants, how to be 
paid, 310. 

By-laws relative to, 299. 

Dock Company. 

Sec East-India Dock Company. 

jyuties. Customs^ and Taxes, 

On places or persons, either within 
or without the Company’s C.'har- 
ter, may be imposed on tlic 
import, export, and transit of mer- 
chandize by tlic respective go- 
vernments in India, subject to the 
sanction of the Court of Directors 
and the approbation of the Board 
of (Commissioners, 219, oil, 31.3. 

And 



I N 1) E X. 


Dalits, Customs, — (CoiUimietl.) 

And for the* non-pa^'incnl oC finr.-. 
and ioi leiturcs may be imposed f»y 
the same authority, .‘fl 1, .Hl-l. 

So imposed, to he debited to eom- 
inerce, and considered as terri- 
torial revenue, .‘11 o. 

Power of lcvyin;>, 

On Kast-India goods, how to be 
computed, 31 7- 

IJow to be paid by the East-India 
Company, 31 H. 

Default of payment of, 318. 

Abatcmciil of, 310. 

Payable on East-Iiulian gotuls im- 
porteil from Malta or Cibrallar, 

Payable on the importation of goods 
and incrchandi/e imported in pri- 
vate trade, how to b<’ accounted 
for, 330. 

Consolidation of, 31 ii. 

Easi-lndia Company. 

Incorfioration of tlie Old or London 
Company, 19o. 

— title of, 1 Uii. 

— of the New or Englidi ('ompaiiy, 

iur>, 

— title of, U)o. 

Union of the two Companies, 

Name or title of the joint Company, 

Ul«. 

Rules for construing limits of charter 
of, 3111, 3i.^0. 

Period of time within which they 
jnust sell goods imported, 317- 

How to enter goods imported, 317- 

When to clear goods warehoused, 
330. 

Entry of goods imported by, 329. 

First permission to trade to Ben- 
gal, 3rj9. 

Power of, to have a military and 
naval force, and to make peace 
and war in India, r)8(i. 

Title of, to booty and i)liiiulcr, 587. 

Power of, to dispose of fortresses. 
See. taken by cotjqucst,588. 

Charter of, how to he construed, 
.589. 

Expiration of privileges, 551. 

.tAXst- Indict Dock (Anupany. 

Its Oslablishmeut, 321 . 

Election of Dhectors, 3,21 


797 

PUtsL^Indin Diuk Cowpani/. — (Con- 
tinued.) 

Regulations for its consiitulton and 
acts, 321, 322, 323. 

ICaal-India Dwh Rales. 

Payable for ships iLsing thcdock.*^. 
321. 

May bo lowered aiul raised by the 
(lirectors, 322. 

To be paiil on delivery of the guod.'> 
to the owners or consignees, 323. 

327. 

But if not paid, the goods to be 
sent to the India Conipany*. 
warehouses to be sohl, ami the 
rates to be deducted from the 
purcliaKC-money, 323, 328. 

Payable for wharfage and loadicig 
caravans, 329. 

Payable by private importers, how 
to be accounted for, 330. 

East-India Docks, 

All shij)s from India or (Jhiiia to 
discharge their cargoes at, unless 
authorized by the coininissioiier.s 
of the cust«)rns to discharge else- 
where, 322. 

And no other ships to use the same^ 
without consent in writing of the 
Court of Directors, 21.3. 

Landing of goods at, 328. 

Landing of bonded and prohibited 
goods at, 330. 

Reinovul of goods from, 330. 

Ecclesiastical Estahlishne^it. 

Institution of, 331. 

Constitution of, 332, 334. 

Constituent incnibcTs ofj viz. a bi- 
shop, three urclulcacons, and 
chaplains, .332, 330. 

The bishop and archdeacons are 
appointed by letters patent by 
the King, ami the chaplains hy 
the Court of Directors, 332, 33.5, 

336. 

Powers and jurisdiction of, 3.32, .3.34, 

337. 

Control over, by the Snprenu; 
Courts of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, 333. 

Salary of the bishop, 335, .336. 

House of residence for the bishop, 
337. 

Expense of visitation, 337- 

sjalarie^ 
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Ecclesiastical Establishnient,~^ConiU 
nued). 

Salaries of archdeacons, 335, 336. 

— chaplains, 335. 

Pensions of the respective members 
of, see Pensiotts, 

List of bishops since 1814, 760. 

— archdeacons since 1814, 761. 

Election of Directors, 

See Directors, 

Eacchequer Bills. 

First issue of, 1 54. 

Executors ami Administrators, 

How administration shall be grant- 
ed in cases of intestacy, 342. 

Next of kin or creditors appearing, 
343. 

Grant of letters of administration 
to attornies or executors, 343. 

Avoiding letters of administration 
granted to registrar, 344. 

Duty of registrar, when appointed 
administrator, 345. 

OfHcers authorized under the arti- 
cles of war may collect and re- 
cover the effects of European 
officers or soldiers dying in ser- 
vice out of the United Kingdom, 
without taking out letters of ad- 
ministration, 346. 

And effects so remitted to regimen- 
tal agents are not assets so as to 
render administration neces.sary, 
347. 

Forgery, 

Punishable with transportation, 504^. 

Fort St, George, 

See Madras. 

General Court of Proprietors, 

When to be held, 340, 353. 

To be summoned and appointed by 
the Court of Directors, 349. 

Or if they fail to convene one within 
ten days after required by nine 
proprietors, such nine proprietors 
may convene it, 350, 353. 

When special general courts have 
been held, 350. 

Hour of meeting, 350. 

Style of, 353, 

Who inai^" vote in, 349. 

Qualification to entitle to be present 
in, but not to vote, 349, 355, , 


General Court of ProjoWe/orr.— (Con- 
tinued.) 

Who are disqualified to vote in, 
249. 

Penalty for collusive voting at, 355, 
Powers of, to elect persons to di- 
rect and superintend the Com- 
pany’s affairs, 350. 

— , to declare the dividends on the 
Company’s capital stock, 350. 

— , to frame by-laws, rules, and 
regulations, for the government 
of the Company, 350. 

— , to control certain grants of 
the Court of Directors, 351,354. 
But it cannot suspend, revoke, or 
vary the orders of the Court of 
Directors when approved of by 
the Board of Commissioners, 351, 
354. 

Right of, to interfere in the origin 
or progress of measures connect- 
ed with the government of India, 

351. • 

To be convened respecting pro- 
ceedings in Parliament, 351. 
Consent of, to be obtained to 
the ordaining, altering, or repeal- 
ing of by-laws, or the grants of 
money, 351 , 

Accounts of the Company’s affairs, 
copies of all papers presented to 
Parliament, and all proceedings 
of the Court of Directors relative 
to taking up ships by private con- 
tract, to be laid before, 352, 355. 
Who is the chairman of, 352. 

Form of proceeding in, 352. « 
Mode of deciding questions in, 352, 
When ballots may be taken in, 44, 

352. 

Questions in, how to be stated, 352. 
The nature of business to be di.s- 
cussed at the quarterly courts, 
352. 

By-laws regulating proceedings in, 
357, 358. 

Gifts, 

Receiving of, 505*. 

Governments in India, 

Respective designations of, 359. 
The Supreme Coveriinient in Ben- 
gal, 359. 

The Government of Mailras, 378. 
The Government of Bombay, 380. 

The 



INDEX. 


799 


Governments in /ndw.— (Continued.) 

The Government of Prince ofWales’s 
Island, Singapore, and Malacca, 
:i80. 

Constituent members of the Bengal 
Government, 37(i. 

Superintending power of Supreme 
(jrovernnient over the subordinate 
presidencies, 37<>, 301, 302. 

Administration of, in whom vested, 
382. 

Proceedings of, to be signed, 300. 

Powers of, 243, 311, 307, 308. 
Gmiermr-General and Gover- 
nors. 

Appointment of, 304, 306. 

Powers, 283, 386, 388, 380, 307, 
308. 

May act without concurrence of 
council, 386—388, .300. 

May issue warrants to secure sus- 
pected persons, 400. 

Tlesponsibility, 244, 387. 

Privileges and exemptions, 24.3. 

Not to embark in trade, 407. 

Disabilities, 222, 407. j 

Resignation of, .303. j 

List of Govcriiors-general since 
1773, 741. 

— (rovernors of Madras since 
1784, 741. 

— Governors of Bombay since 
1784, 742. 

— Governors of Prince of Wales’ 
Island since 1804, 743. 

Gratuities. 

To be f)roposed by the Court of 
Directors, 214. 

When necessary, to be confirmed by 
the Board, 05, 354, 410, 411. 

By-laws relative to, 412. 

Guarantee Fund. 

How to be applied, 124. 

Hastingsy Mr. 

Impeached, 518. 

Acquitted; expenses defrayed; rais- 
ed to the dignity of a Privy Coun- 
cillor, ,'i21. 

Home Profits. 

Appropriation of, 35, .36. 

When not liable to territorial 
charges, 308. 

Hong Merchants. 

Who so termed, 140. 


Hostilities. 

Sec IVar. 

Instructions. 

See Despatches. 

Interest. 

On loans, table of rates since 1702, 

202 . 

On bonds, since 1773, 203. 

How payable on Indian debt, 292, 
4.35. 

At what rate payable by the Kast- 
India Compuny on bonds, 208. 

Investments. 

Despatches respecting, to be ap- 
proved by Board, 212. 

Judges. 

Ninnbcr of, in the Supreme Court 
of Calcutta, 230. 

Salaries of, 251, 255. 

Pensions of, 252, 2.i5. 

Number of, at Fort William, 240. 
Salaries of, 251, 2.'i5. 

Pensiomi of, 252, 2.55. 

Number of, at Bombay, 288. 
Salaries of, 255. 

Pensions of, 255. 

Passage-money of, 255. 

List of chief justices and judges in 
Bengal since 1774, 758. 

— at Madras since 1800, 730. 

— ut Bombay since 1823, 760. 

Juries. 

Sheriff to summon grand and petit, 
416. 

Who qualified to serve on, in India, 
414, 41.5, 410. 

Punishment of, for non-attendance, 
416. 

Justices of th^ Pecuie. 

By whom appointed, 308, 118, 416, 
420, 421, 422. 

Powers and jurisdiction of, 115, 
424, 425, 426, 427, 420. 
Qualification of, 423. 

Who may be, 410, 421. 

Proceedings of, may be removed by 
certiorari, 428. 

King. 

See Sovereign. 

Kbig's Troops. 

See Aiilitnrif Forces. 

Letters. 
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Letters. 

Rates of postage of. Sec Postage. 

How to be forwardcil, .*>71. 

Duty of commanders of ships re- 
specting, 572 , .'>/•"», •'> 77 . 

By whom to be received free, 48(>, 
57^2— .'575. 

Penalties repccting, .'570, .577- 

Licenses for Ships and Persons. 

How to be granted, i)(), 103. 

Ships trading without, forfeited, 
109. 

Counterfeiting, punishable, 119. 

Ijoam. 

History of, in India, 431. 

What rate of interest payable on, 
4.33, 505^. 

llcgulations respecting, to native 
princes, 118,430,437. 

Madras. 

First settlement of, 378. 

When raised to the rank of a presi- 
dency, 379 . 

liimits of the town of, 401. 

Madras Government. 

See Governments in India, 

Magistrates. 

See Justuses of the Peace. 

Malacca. 

Administration of justice in, 256. 

Marriage in India. 

Validity of, 335, 336. 

Mauritius. 

To be placed on same footing as 
West-India colonics, 312, 320. 

Misdemeanors and Offences. 

Court of King's Bench may try of- 
fences committed in India, and 
issue mandamus for examination 
of witnesses there, 498*. 

Manner of procedure, 499*. 

— in case of proceedings in Parlia- 
ment, 501*. 

Counterfeiting coin, 495*. 

Counterfeiting licenses or certifi- 
cates, 499*. 

Neglecting to execute orders of Di- 
rectors, 505*. 

Stealing choscs in action, 506^. 

Mode of trial, 499*. 


AJisdemcannr^ and Ofenecs. — (Conti- 
nued.) 

Forgery how punished, .504*. 

Perjury how punished, 505*. 

Military Forces. 

How composed, viz. — Of King*., 
troops and of Coinj)any’s Kiiro- 
peaii and native troops, 438. 

What number of King’s troops to 
be sent to India, 4 16, 448, 4.58. 

What number of Kiiropeaii troojis 
in the Company’s service to be 
sent to India, 446, 448, 459. 

How King’s troops to be main- 
tained, 447 , 457 , 458. 

Company’s native forces, 449. 

Restoration of officers dismissed 
by courts-inartial, 459, 460, 498, 
499. 

Mutiny act, 460, 483, 484, 501, 602, 
503, 504, .50.3. 

Articles of vvj^r, 460, 461, 462, 463, 
464. 

Courts-martial, 461, 462, 463, 465 — 
472 , 488, 489. 

Cornmandcr-in-chief may commute 
sentence of death, 179. 

Commissariat, &c. subject to mu- 
tiny act, 464. 

Debts of officers and soldiers, 473 — 
475 , 480, 481. 

— How recoverable when not 
within jurisdiction of the courts 
of request, 472. 

Estates of 'deceased officers and 
soldiers, 480, THl. 

Deserters, 475—479, 488, 489, 497- 

Discharged soldiers, 479. 

Embezzlement by, 479, 480. 

Musters of, 482, 483, 

Pay and allowances of, 484, 485. 

Privilege of from postage, 486. 

Perjury of, 487. 

Recruits, 487, 490, 492—499. 

— Raising of, 499 — 506. 

Furlough to officers, regulations 
for, 782. 

Military Stores and Fire-Arms. 

Restrictions as to exportation of, 
506, 507. 

Military Fund. 

Origin and managcujenl of, i 84. 

Aiinh. 
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Mints. 

Number of established at the pre- 
sidencies, 161. 

See also Coin, 


Passage^ Money. 

Allowances fur, and to whom, 
555. 

Pensions. 


Mutiny Act, 

See Military Forces. 

Natives of India, 

Offences committed against, out of 
the Company’s territories, to be 
proceeded against as if committed 
within, 103, J248. 

May recover debts from British sub- 
jects before justice of the peace, 

H7. 

Employed by British subjects to be 
registered, arid not to recover pay 
till registered, 118, 

British subjects liable to penalty for 
engaging with native partners not 
registered, 119. 

Not to be subject to supreme court 
for being land-owners, &c,, 241. 

May be sued iii 'supreme court at 
Calcutta on contracts for suras 
not exceeding 500 current ru- 
pees, 247. 

Actions before supreme court to be 
determined according to their 
own laws, 250. 

Forms of process framed by su- 
preme court to be submitted for 
approval of the King, 251. 

Natives in the Company’s service 
subject to the provincial courts, 
284. 

Natives not to be transported for 
offences to any place more than 
30 degrees N, iat. or 25 degrees 
S lat., 408. 

Native troops subject to Company’s 
articles of war, 484. 

Government may establish schools 
for natives, 169. 


Navigation. 

Sec Shipping and Xavigntion. 

Neivspapers. ^ 

Postage of, 578. 

Orders. 

See Despatches. 


Parliament. 

Proceedings of, rcspccting^the Com- 
pany’s affairs, 508—549. 

Method of laving the Company .s 
accounts before, 549, 


History of the regulations for gratlti 
of, 5.16—561. 

Rate of, to judges, 561—564, 666; 
and sec Judges. 

— To bishops and archdeacons, 
662, 565, 566. 

— To recorders, 564, 565. 

Restrictions as to granting, 566, 
567. 

Votes of, by the Company, V73. 

Postage. 

History of, 568, 570. 

Rates of, 570, 571, 578. 

Not to extend to China, 578. 

See Letters. 

Prize Causes. 

May be tried by commission in India, 
246. 

Prize-Money. 

History of, 579 — 586. 

Booty and plunder granted to the 
Company, 587. 

Company may dispose of conquered 
fortresses, &c., 588. 

Appropriation of, 589, 590, 594. 

Times of payment of, 590. 

Agents to deliver accounts of, 591. 

How to be recovered, 592, 595. 

Police of Provinces. 

How conducted, 281. 

Presidencies. 

Relative connexion of, 376. 

Limits of, how determined, 401 . 

Proprietors. 

Who arc, 349. 

Who may be, 349. 

Quali^cation 349. 

What amount of stock will entitle 
a proprietor to be present in the 
General Court of Proprietors, 
though it will not qualify him to 
vote, 349. 

To wliat number of votes entitled, 
349. 

Proprietors ( General Court qf) 

See General Court of Proprietor*. 

3 r Prince 
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Prince of fVales* Island. 

Grant of, to the Company, 380. 

Establishment of a recorder’s court 
at, 255^ 605. 

Recorder. 

Court of, at Bombay, converted into ^ 
a supreme court, 262. 

Court of, established at Prince -“of 
Wales’ Island, 255, 605. 

List of Recorders at Bombay since 
1798, 759. 

— at Prince of Wales* Island since 
1807, 700. 

Register Debt. 

See JDebis of the Company. 

Registry of Ships^ 

638. 

Regulations. 

Governments in India may make | 
rules, ordinances, or regulations ‘ 
for good government of the Com- 
pany’s possessions, 18, 283, 287. 

And for the towns of Fort William, ! 
403. j 

— Madras and Bombay, 406. j 

May be appealed against to King in | 
council, 19, 29, 31 ; and repealed, { 
29. 

, Copies of all, to be laid before Par- | 
liament and uiHxed in the India- 
House, 29, 407. 

To be formed into a code and print- 
ed, and if alfeeting natives to be 
translated, 404. 

Corporal punishment may be in- 
flicted for breach of, 405. 

Revenue. 

Appropriation of, 33. I 

Despatches relative to, must be | 
submitted to Board, 89. 

Royal Navy. 

Expenses of, in India, how dis- 
charged, 596. 

St. Helena. 

Sketch of history of, 598. 

Government of, in whom vested, 599. 

Offenders may be transported from, 
602. 

Salaries. * 

In Bengal : of governor-general, 
604, 608, 611. 


5^aAsr»ef.^(Contiriued.) 

In Bengal : of members of council, 
604, 608, 611. 

— of judges, 604, 608, 610. 

— of bishop, 606, 610. 

— of archdeacon, 606, 610. 

At Madras : of judges, 605, 609,610. 

— of archdeacon, 607^ 610. 

At Bombay: ofjiidges,605,609,610. 

— of archdeacon, 6079 610. 

At Prince of Wales’ Island : of re- 
corder, 605, 606, 610. 

— of civil servants, 607> 611. 
Payment of, to inteculors or repre- 
sentatives, 607, 612, 613. 

Limitation as to increase of, 608, 
612, 614, 615. 

To cease on departure from India, 
or on resignation, 612. 

Board may not direct increase of, un- 
. less proposed by Directors, 97, 
217. 

By-laws relative to, 615. 

Sales. 

Regulations concerning, 616—624. 
By-laws relative to, 624. 

Seal of the Company. 

Use and custody of, 226. 

Servants ( Civil and Military ). 
Appointment and nomination of, 
625, 630, 638. 

Board not to interfere in, 94. 
Salaries of, 627, 637, 638 ; and see 
SaJaries. 

Absence of, 97, 629, 636, 637. 
Punishment of, 630. 

Incapable of receiving giRs, 631 , 632. 
Neglect of, 633. 

Recall of, 393, 634. 

Suspension or removal of, 635. 
Restoration of, 634, 636. 

Vacancies how to be supplied, 98, 
220, 394, 396. 

When disqualified to trade, 639. 
Securities given by, 638. 

May act as consignees, 640. 
Regulations of absentee allowances, 
781 . 

— for retiring from service, 784. 

Secret Committee^ 

180, 190, 191. 


Not 
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secret (Continued,) 

Not to disclose contents of des- 
patches without authority of 
Board, 94. 

Settkmnt of Account 

Ilcgulatioiis concerning, 643—647. 
Shipping and Navigation. 

History of proceedings respecting! 
648 — 666. 

Regulations for hirinir shipping, 

667.668.609.672.673. 

— respecting building and outfit, 

669. 670. 673. 

— for navigating vessels, 677, 685, 
686 . 

— for pay and privilege of officers, 
687* 

Accounts relative to, to be, laid be- 
fore Parliament, 1, 3. 

Tonnage required for the season to 
be reported, 194. 

Provision in case of lost ship, 673. 

Lascars and iiftives of India, 677, 
679—682. 

Command and other offices not to 
be sold, 687: 

Manifest to be produced, 683. 

Registry of ships, 683. 

Introduction of India-built shipping, 
663. 

Singapore, 

Annexation of, to Prince of Wales’ 
Island, 256, 382. 

Administration of justice in, 2.56. 

Slave. Trade, 

History of the measures for its abo- 
lition, 689 — 698. 

Legislative provisions for abolition 
of, 695, 698, 699. 

Sovereign, 

Grants of, to the Company, 701, 
703. 

Powers of, over the Company, 394, 
398, 704. 

Appointments made directly fioni 
336. 

to be approved by, 394. 

— in case of failure by Directors 
221 - 

May recall or make void appoint 
ments, 634. 

— grant pensions, 560. 

_ — superannuations, 704. 


Statues. 

Votes of, by the Company, 780- 

SufhConimittee. 

Institution of, 182. 

Duties and powers of, 191. 

Supra-Cargo. 

Who so designated, 149, 

Power of, 150. 

Superannuations, 

King may grant to officers of Board, 
705. 

When the officers and servants of 
the Company aro entitled to, 706, 

707. 

Accounts of, to be laid before Par- 
liament, 707 . 

By-law relative to, 707. 

Surg€ 07 )s, 

See Aisistani‘ Surgeons. 

Tanjors Commissimiers, 

Origin and powers of, 708, 712. 

Tea. 

Trade invested in the Company,620. 
Directions as to sales of, 621, 

A year’s consumption to be kept in 
warehouses, 621. 

Territorial Acquisitions, 

Vested in the Company, 713, 714. 
To what presidencies made subject, 
98, 219. 

Territorial Revenue, 

Appropriation of, 33, 90. 

Duties oil goods in India so con- 
sidered, 90, 95. 

Thanks, 

Votes of by the Company, 765. 

Trade with India, 

Progress of, 716 — 724. 

Laws relative to, 725 — 731. 
Regulations as to by Court of Di- 
rectors subject to control of 
Board, 04. 

Transportation, 

Restriction as to natives, 408. 
Capital punishment may be com- 
muted to, 489. 

Treaty 
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Treaty of Peace in 1802, 

A^l to Indian pbssessions, discussed 
in Parliament, 522. 

Vacancies in India* 

How to be supplied, 98, 220, 394 — 
396. 

Volunteer Regiment* 

Raising of, 732. 

Maintenance of, 733. 

Employment of, 733. 

Votes* 

To what number proprietors of 
stock are entitled, 349. 

Manner of giving, in general courts, 
355. 

Equality of how determined, 221. 


War. 

How to be declared, 98, 222, 408, 
409. 

Warehouses* 

Regulations concerning, 734, 736. 

Warehousing Goods. 

Regulations concerning, 319, 320. 

Witnesses. 

I Examination of, 501*. 

Writers* 

Requisite age of, 222, 627, 640. 
Appointment of 641. 

Qualifications of, 641. 

What number to be sent to India, 

222 . 


THE END. 


LONDON: 

l*risited by Cox and Baylis, Great ^ueen Street, 
IJncoln'S'Inn Fields. 



ERRATA. 

• Page Line 

I .. J, for 1G88, read 1098. 

17 .. 27, for was, read were. 

18 .. 5, fur vonal, read venial. 

20 . . 25, for nnlinance, read orders. 

Cl . . 20, for sliotiid be, read were to be. 

81< .. 21, for have been stated, read hset been stated. 

172 .. 19, for and the eonimaiid, read and commander. 

— <• .. 20, for a]ipoiiitment, read appointments. 

259 . . 23, for nayes, read iiocs. 

351 .. 30, for are likely, read is likely. 

.361 .. 34, for of Moorshedubad, read at Moorshedabad. 

308 .. 32, for tlie House of the Commons, read House of Commons. 
4.34 . . .‘{2, for wa.s read a second time, read third time. 

525 .. 30, for Nycias, read Theseus. 

557 .. 8, for pensions, read pension. 

629 .. 30 & 31, for their, read his. 

7J6 .. 4, for eleventh, read thirteenth century. 







